
Jesus Christ’s Ascension

Dear Graduate: Don’t Waste  
Your Life—Follow God Fully!

Beginnings

Obedience or Legalism?

In thIs Issue

One there is, above all others,
Well deserves the name of  Friend;
His is love beyond a brother’s,
Costly, free, and knows no end:
They who once His kindness prove,
Find it everlasting love!

Which of  all our friends to save us,
Could or would have shed their blood?
But our Jesus died to have us
Reconciled, in Him to God:
This was boundless love indeed!
Jesus is a Friend in need.

When He lived on earth abased,
Friend of  sinners was His name;
Now, above all glory raised,
He rejoices in the same:
Still He calls them brethren, friends,
And to all their wants attends.

Could we bear from one another,
What He daily bears from us?
Yet this glorious Friend and Brother,
Loves us though we treat Him thus:
Though for good we render ill,
He accounts us brethren still.

O for grace our hearts to soften!
Teach us, Lord, at length to love;
We, alas! forget too often,
What a Friend we have above:
But when home our souls are brought,
We will love Thee as we ought.

   —  JOHN NeWTON
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What surprises me, what stumbles me, what frightens 
me, is to see a diminutive creature, a contemptible man, a 
little ray of light glimmering through a few feeble organs, 
controvert a point with the Supreme Being, oppose that 
Intelligence who sitteth at the helm of the world, question 
what he affirms, dispute what he determines, appeal from 
his decisions, and, even after God hath given evidence, 
reject all doctrines that are beyond his capacity. Enter into 
thy nothingness, mortal creature!

— ABRAhAM BOOTh (1734–1806)
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Meditation

A beautifully unique picture unfolds before us as we read the 
record of Jesus Christ’s ascension in Luke 24:50–53. Christ 
was leading the little band of his disciples to Bethany where 
the Mount of Olives was, teaching them as they walked. 
When they arrived, he turned and lifted up his holy hands 
to bless them as the New Testament high Priest. As his 
disciples watched in amazement, Christ did what no other 
Old Testament priest had ever done: he not only lifted up 
his hands, but he rose from the earth just as smoke from the 
Old Testament sacrifices would have ascended heavenward. 
higher he went, until a cloud received him out of their 
sight. We are not told if Jesus said anything as he arose, but 
we do know some things.

Christ’s hands were uplifted to bless
he blessed his devoted followers and did not curse them. 
This was symbolized in his outstretched hands. The dis-
ciples, like all mankind, did not deserve this great mercy 
of a blessing from the Savior! They certainly did not earn 
that blessing. It was a sovereign gift of God. have you ever 
stopped to consider the great mercy that the church is the 
recipient of the blessings of God and not of his righteous 
curse? What makes you worthy of his blessing? Your faith-
fulness? Your goodness? Do you have a good heart? The 
Bible teaches that the heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked, yet those blessing hands of Christ are 
still raised over his true disciples, the living church, despite 
our inherently corrupt nature.

Christ’s hands were pierced
The uplifted hands of Christ were scarred from nails. 
Christ’s pierced hands shows the price he paid for the bless-
ing that he graciously grants. Paul writes in Galatians 3:13 
that Christ was made a curse for us. Isaiah reminds us that 
“the chastisement of our peace was upon him and with his 
stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5, cf. 1 Pet. 2:24). his blessed 
body was pierced to pay the great cost of our redemption.

Hands of blessing also hold the scepter
These holy outstretched hands of Christ are a picture of his 
majestic rule. In his hands he holds the scepter of provi-
dence. It is not held in the hands of a God of wrath, but 
in the hands of him who had his feet and hands pierced 
on our behalf, bearing the wounds of redemptive love. he 
is the One who guides all things in providence and “averts 
all evil or turns it to our profit,” as the Dutch Reformed 
baptism form states so beautifully.

Thankfully, those pierced hands also hold the scepter of 
authoritative rule within the church. Christ walks among 
the golden candlesticks (Rev. 1:20), which is his church, 
and he rules her by his Word. If we disobey his Word, we 
are disobeying him who so graciously has hands of blessing 
outstretched.

The disciples respond
As Christ arose, the disciples respond in worship (Luke 
24:52). Yes, the disciples were gazing up for awhile into 
heaven and needed to be called back to their senses by the 
attendant angels (Acts 1:11), but after that, they worshiped. 
They bowed before the Lord in humility and gratitude. To 
worship is to adore and exalt God; it is to realize that Christ 
is all, and in all (Col. 3:11). The disciples also worshiped 
with joy and praise (Luke 24:51–52). True Christian worship 
has an element of Christian joy with praise. Why were they 
filled with joy? They were privileged to have been followers 
of Jesus Christ. On this occasion, he physically led them 
to Bethany, but spiritually he had led them out of the state 
of sin and into the state of grace. If you have been so led 
by Christ, may you too worship this ascended Christ with 
joy and praise, for in him we have been blessed “with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3).

Rev. Mike Fintelman is pastor of the heritage Reformed Congregation in 
hull, Iowa.

Rev. Mike Fintelman
Jesus Christ’s Ascension
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These words of Acts 2:11 conclude the description of the 
amazing happenings at Pentecost by those who witnessed 
it. Yet there are many who scoff at these same words, dis-
missing the wonder of the event and challenging the divine 
hand behind it. I wonder how deeply our hearts resonate, 
two thousand years after Pentecost, with the declaration of 
“the wonderful works of God.”

The word translated as “wonderful works” contains the 
concept mega in it, clearly showing that greatness or magnif-
icence is in view. It appears in Luke 1:49 in Mary’s witness 
for the Lord: “For he that is mighty hath done to me great 
things.” It corresponds well to Psalm 71:19: “Thy righteous-
ness also, O God, is very high, who hast done great things.” 
Truly, the God of Pentecost is the God of wonderful works!

One of the first wonders surrounding these wonderful 
works of God is that people of all different nations are see-
ing and hearing them. In the Old Testament and even into 
the New, the wonderful works of God centered primarily on 
Israel (Acts 1:6). God’s wonderful works like the Passover, 
the temple and its ministry, and the prophetic promise all 
pertained to the kingdom of Israel. Now at Pentecost, lips 
that were silent and ears that were blocked have been opened 
to speak and hear the wonderful works of God. It was like 
they were being re-born to learn a new language and way of 
communication—centering on the wonderful works of God.

The wonderful works of God immediately highlight 
our unworthiness to receive them and profit from them. 
At the same time, declaring these wonderful works, when 
attended by the Spirit’s blessing, brings the wonderful 
work of new spiritual life and understanding to those who 
now truly listen.

A second wonder that comes through this declaration 
is a greater appreciation for the personality of God. The 
people gathered on Pentecost struggled with viewing God 

more as an idea rather than as a person to be known, loved, 
and served. We struggle with this, too, as we go through 
our days mechanically performing our religious duties rather 
than enjoying lively communion with the living, personal 
God. With the pouring out of the Spirit, the triune per-
sonality of God is most fully disclosed. Through unction  
he gives, the works of God are declared in line with who he  
is, and, through his indwelling, God’s people receive his 
revelation for profound personal profit.

The fact that God is three persons garnered opposition 
on the day of Pentecost just like it does today. Detractors 
alleged that all the talk of the wonderful works of God 
revealed more about the people speaking than the God 
spoken of—they were full of wine. This confirms what Paul 
would later say in 1 Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.”

Lastly, speaking of the wonderful works of God requires 
interpretation. The people ask, “What meaneth this?” Peter 
responds by immediately teaching the right meaning. The 
climax of his sermon comes in verses 33 and 36, where 
Christ is exalted and explained as the One behind the out-
pouring of the Spirit. At the heart of all the wonderful 
works of God is the wonderful Son of God, who is exalted 
and the executer of the Father’s will. Thankfully, we have 
the Spirit and Scripture to increase our wonder for Christ 
and lead us in “speaking the wonderful works of God.”

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the heritage Reformed Congregation in  
Bradford, Ontario.

Meditation

Rev. Don Overbeek

“The  wonderful  
  works  of  God”
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Along life’s journey, we sometimes find ourselves at cross-
roads from which we may turn in a number of different 
directions. The teen years are one of those crossroads—
perhaps the most major crossroads of all. Are you going to 
go on to further education? Or are you going to join the 
workforce? Are you going to enter the medical field or the 
history field? Are you going to apprentice? Each of these 
questions is one part of a larger question: “how will you 
spend the rest of your life?”

Recently, I asked this very question to a fifty-year-old 
man who sat next to me on an airplane. he had just retired. 
Do you know what he answered? “I plan to spend it golfing 
in Florida.” When I quizzed him more closely, he had to 
admit that that really wasn’t a very exciting or useful life.

Dear graduates, I beg of you just one thing: whatever 
you do, don’t waste your life. Most young people today 
waste their life. I don’t want any of you to do the same. 
You are so full of potential. The possibilities ahead of you 
are almost endless. But be careful: most of those possibili-
ties involve wasting your life. We live in a broken world, 
surrounded by people who are doing nothing more than 
wasting their life. Imagine the glory God would receive if 
all of you graduates gathered here tonight did not fall into 
that mold. Imagine the glorious future you could have if 
every single one of you refused to follow the crowd, but 
determined to live the one type of life that isn’t wasted: a 
life of following God fully.

The Spies: Majority and Minority Reports
Remember the twelve spies that went on a scouting mission 
into Canaan? You recall what happened. The spies came 
back and they all agreed on two things: the land was amaz-
ing, but it was filled with giant warriors. Ten of the spies 
therefore brought back a majority report that counseled the 
people to forget about trying to enter the land that God had 
promised them. There was no way they were going to be able 
to defeat the giants who lived there. But two of the spies 
disagreed. They offered a minority report that counseled the 
people to get ready to enter the land. Yes, there were giants 
there, but God had promised them this land and he would 
defeat the giants, no matter how strong they were. One of 
those spies was Caleb. This is what the Bible says about 
Caleb in Numbers 14:24: “But my servant Caleb, because 
he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, 
him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his 
seed shall possess it.”

Caleb was a man who followed God fully—not half-
heartedly. This is what God demands of you: that you fol-
low him fully. The other and admittedly easier option is to 
waste your life. Many around you are choosing that option. 
Don’t do it. Don’t follow the crowd. Don’t waste your life. 
Live for God fully.

So what does following God fully mean? What does 
that sort of life look like? Does it mean that all the guys are 
supposed to become ministers and all the girls are supposed 

Dear Graduates: 
Don’t Waste Your Life—Follow God Fully!

Editorial • Dr. Joel R. Beeke

May and June are months of many graduations. We extend our hearty  
congratulations to children and young people graduating with a variety  

of degrees from elementary education to doctoral degrees. Our prayer  
is that none of you will waste your life, but will follow God fully!
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to become minister’s wives? Is that what it means? Are min-
isters the only ones who follow God fully? Absolutely not! 
There are nurses who follow God fully. There are mechanics 
who follow God fully. There are lawyers who follow God 
fully. There are farmers who follow God fully. I’m not talk-
ing about an occupation. I’m talking about a way of life.

Needed: The New Birth and the Holy Spirit 
To follow God fully, you obviously first need to be born 
again. You need the holy Spirit—that same Spirit Caleb 
had, for “there was another spirit within him.” Caleb pos-
sessed the holy Spirit of faith rather than the human spirit 
of unbelief. You need the grace of the holy Spirit to repent 
of your sins and believe the gospel, to hate sin and worldli-
ness and to love the Savior, to lose your own righteousness 
and find all righteousness in Jesus Christ. You need to real-
ize that only when you are saved by grace can you truly live 
out of gratitude to God’s glory, which is the purpose for 
which God put you here on this earth.

As long as you’re not saved and don’t resolve by God’s 
grace to live to his glory, you are missing the very purpose 
of your existence. You can’t begin to follow God without 
conversion, much less follow him fully. 

If you don’t live for God’s glory, your life will be a failure. 
You can have the best job in the world, a great spouse and 
great kids, be good-looking and popular and smart, but if 
you don’t live for God, your life will be wasted. You will 
only end in hell. You must be born again. 

Being born again is the beginning of a new life, a grand 
adventure with God. So, what does it mean then for a 
true Christian to follow God fully? Very brief ly, it means  
four things.

Follow God Consistently
First, it means to follow God consistently. There are many 
who follow God in fits and starts. Their lives include periods 
of zeal and holiness, but also periods of laziness and sinful-
ness. They are not consistent in their walk with God. Their 
spiritual life and their spiritual efforts are like a roller coaster: 
up and down, up and down. This month they’re on fire, the 
next month they’re as cold as ice. Those who follow God fully 
follow him consistently—not just on Sundays, but every 
day. Not just when it’s easy, but also when it’s hard. That’s 
what Caleb did. he refused to yield to murmuring rebels 
who surrounded him for forty years in the wilderness. he 
was determined to follow God consistently, even if it meant 
rejection by his peers. My young friends, if you don’t want to 
waste your life, you must, like Caleb, seek grace to follow God 
consistently (Mark 10:26, 27; Acts 5:31; 11:18; Luke 11:1–15).

Follow God Sincerely
Second, following God fully also means following him 
sincerely. It means following him with all your heart because 

he is holy and beautiful and lovable. This means that we 
must be willing to sacrifice all for him, to suffer through 
anything for him. That’s what Caleb did. When the Isra-
elites picked up stones to stone Caleb to death because he 
said that Israel should go into the land of Canaan, Caleb 
didn’t f linch or compromise. he was determined to follow 
God sincerely, even if it would mean his life. If our following 
God is sincere, nothing will be able to keep us from him. 
Seek grace to follow God, like Caleb, with your entire being, 
from the depths of your heart.

Follow God Holistically
Third, following God fully means following God holistically. 
Caleb didn’t pick and choose which commands of God he 
felt like doing, but did whatever the Lord told him to do, 
no matter the cost. his obedience was not partial, halting 
obedience, but holistic, complete obedience. 

The tendency of many who set out to follow God is to 
divide life into a number of different compartments. Work 
is one compartment, play is another, and religion is another. 
But those who follow God fully follow him holistically. 
That is, they follow him and all of his commandments in 
every single area of their lives. They want their choice of a 
life-partner, of an education and an occupation, and of the 
way they look at everything—whether politics or science—
to be God-directed, God-centered, God-glorifying. They 
don’t try to find loopholes or sneak inconsistencies into their 
lives so that they can enjoy a little sin here or there. No, they 
follow God fully in every area of their lives. Pray for grace 
to do that, just like Caleb did.

Follow God Exclusively 
Lastly, those who follow God fully follow God exclusively. 
Since Caleb made God his preeminent pursuit, God can 
say of Caleb, “Caleb is my servant—that is, his whole life is 
freely surrendered and consecrated to Me and My will.” In 
your life, you will encounter all sorts of inf luences and inf lu-
encers. Those who follow God fully follow only him and 
others who are also following him. They will follow none 
but their Master Jesus. They want Christ to be the center 
and purpose of all they think, say, and do. Like Paul, they 
strive to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ. They want their entire life to be lived solus Chris-
tus—that is, to Christ and his glory alone. Pray for grace 
to be exclusive followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Caleb didn’t waste his life. When we are first introduced 
to him, the Bible tells us that he “followed God fully.” Then, 
after another forty years of wandering in the wilderness and 
after fierce battles with the Canaanites, Caleb, now an old 
man, is rewarded “because he wholly followed the LORD, 
the God of Israel” (Josh. 14:14). After all those years and 
trials, difficulties and temptations, Caleb is described as one 



who wholly followed the Lord. he didn’t waste his life. he 
lived it to the fullest!

God’s Rich Promise Fulfilled
In the end, God fulfilled his own promise for Caleb: “him 
will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed 
shall possess it.” God preserved Caleb’s life, gave Caleb 
the promised inheritance, and even had his children follow 
in his steps in the Promised Land. When all the people 
of Israel—millions of them—were too afraid to fight the 
giants of Anak, Caleb believed that God could grant them 
the victory (Eph. 2:8). And when he returned to that land 
forty years later, Joshua 15:14 tells us that it was Caleb who 
defeated the giants, the sons of Anak. Imagine that: when 
Caleb was in his eighties, he and his sons singlehandedly 
defeated the giants—those very giants that two million 
Israelites feared they couldn’t conquer! Where were those 
millions now who had chosen not to follow God fully? Their 
corpses were rotting in the wilderness. Any life other than a 
life lived fully and faithfully for Jesus is a waste.

Over the centuries, young men and women have lived 
incredible lives for Christ. Who were they? What was 
unique about them? In themselves, nothing. They were 
sinners like you and me. But by the grace of God, they 
became incredible trophies of God’s glory. That same grace 
is available to every single one of you (Luke 11:8–10), and 
Christ is recruiting followers today.

A Crossroads
Graduates, you are at a crossroads in your life. What career 
will you pursue, what occupation will you enter? Before 
you answer any of those questions, you must answer this 
one: will you waste your life, or will you follow God fully? 
There’s a saying: “Only one life, ’twill soon be past, only 
what’s done for Christ will last.” In the coming months and 
years, you will be bombarded with messages from almost 
every angle: live for money, live for your career, live for the 
weekend, live for sex, live for cars, live for religion, live for 
rules, live for reputation. All of those messages just boil 
down to one pathetic message: waste your life. Will you 
live for those things and waste your life, or will you live for 
Christ and be amazed at the incredible things God can do 
for you and through you?

“You were right, Davey!”
You may have heard of David Livingstone (1813–1873), the 
great missionary and explorer who traveled all over Africa 
and was used for the conversion of thousands of people. 
When he was a young boy, he had a close friend at school. 
The two of them spent much time together and, during 
that time, Livingstone was saved, whereas the other boy was 
not. David tried his utmost to convince his friend to seek 
Christ and repent. he knew that the way to live life was to 

empty oneself and sacrifice all for Christ, but his friend was 
convinced that the best life would be found in the pursuit of 
money, pleasure, and leisure—large amounts of it.

When Livingstone eventually died, his body was brought 
back to England and he was given a state funeral at West-
minster. Thousands of people lined the streets to pay homage 
to this great missionary and explorer. One of the onlookers 
was very impressed with the honor paid to Livingstone. 
Directly in front of him in the crowd stood another man in 
ragged clothes who, as the hearse passed in front of them, 
muttered under his breath: “You were right, Davey. You 
were right.” This intrigued the first man and, after the 
procession had passed, he asked him, “What did you mean 
by those words: ‘You were right, Davey?’” The ragged man 
replied: “You see, David and I went to school together and 
he tried to convince me to give up everything for Christ. I 
refused and was sure that I could live a far better life if only 
I pursued money. I spent my life in the business world and 
eventually lost everything. I have nothing: no money and 
no friends. I see now that Davey was right.”

Dear graduates, will you not pray yourself, “Great God 
of heaven, as I prepare to cross over into the adult world, 
help me not to waste my life. help me not to side with 
the majority report of this world, but let me stand firm for 
the minority report of Caleb and Joshua, trusting in Thy 
promises. Let me be a Caleb, a Livingstone, who follows 
Thee fully.”

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and hom-
iletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. A version of 
this address was delivered to young people in Noordeloos, the Netherlands, in 
October of 2010.
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If the cleansing of the leper demonstrated what Christ 
can do with the pollution of sin, the healing of the para-
lytic shows what God can do with the inability that comes 
because of sin. Among the hosts of problems sin brings with 
it is this: sin disables sinners so they cannot come to Christ. 
This miracle before us proves that even when sinners have 
no power, Christ has “power on earth to forgive sins.” Let’s 
trace this point in six particular scenes.

Power
Christ was teaching in a house in Capernaum. Many gath-
ered to hear him—so many that the house was full and 
people were pressing in around the door. Though Mat-
thew (Matt. 9:1–8) and Mark (Mark 2:1–13) record this 
incident as well, the evangelist Luke uniquely mentions an 
interesting detail: “…the power of the Lord was present to 
heal them” (v. 17). Just prior to this (v. 16), we are told that 
Christ had been praying in the wilderness. The histories of 
nations, peoples, churches, and individuals contain times 
of power that usually came after special seasons of prayer. 
Remarkably, though it is noted that Christ had power to 
heal, so far this day there was no healing going on. That 
would soon change.

Powerlessness
“Sick of the palsy” means, paralyzed, likely from the waist 
down. What a contrast from how God created us, physically 
and spiritually. Spiritually speaking, God made us so that 
we can stand and walk in the light of his face. however, 
by our sins, we cannot stand upright, nor walk before him 
as we ought.

Despite his miserable condition, this paralytic man had 
a great blessing, namely, four friends who cared for him 
(v. 18). how wonderful it is to have even one friend, much 
more four true friends! We don’t know much about them, 
except that these five all shared one thing—faith (v. 20). 
The holy Spirit had implanted in these men the persuasion 
that Christ was able to help them. however, the crowd at 
the house where Christ was that day prevented their access 
to him. Despite their persuasion of Christ’s ability, Christ 
was hidden and inaccessible to these men.

There is a spiritual lesson here. Many who hope that 
Christ can do something for them, turn away from seeking 

him when they face obstacles. True faith, however, distin-
guishes itself by persistence. 

Persistence
houses in Israel at this time often had an exterior staircase 
that led to a f lat roof. Unable to get through the door, these 
five men make their way up the stairs to the roof (v. 19). 
The people in the house likely would have heard the noise of 
heavy feet clanking around; but Christ continued teaching, 
and the five men likely strained to listen to where Christ’s 
voice was coming from to discern where to open up the roof. 
Roofs back then would have been made of rough rafters with 
branches or tiles plastered together with something like mud 
that had dried. It might not have been that difficult to break 
them apart; however, it would have been unusual and messy 
to do so while Christ was in the house teaching: imagine 
pieces of baked mud falling from the ceiling! Yet true faith 
is not easily intimidated. Spurgeon writes: “When four true 
hearts are set upon the spiritual good of a sinner, their holy 
hunger will break through stone walls or house roofs.”

This persistence lasted as long as it took to let this man 
down “before Jesus” (v. 19). What a beautiful phrase! True 
faith always runs until it comes “before Jesus.” Like iron 
moving towards a magnet, so faith moves until it clings 
to Christ. Faith does not have this power in itself, but it is 
driven by need. Ultimately, it wasn’t some power in faith 
that saved this man; Christ saved him by faith. The Spirit of 
God drove the faith of these five men until they came with 
all their powerlessness to the only powerful One.

Pardon
What a remarkable picture the Scripture paints in verse 19: 
a powerless sinner in front of a powerful Savior. Remember 
how Luke noted that there was “power present to heal”  
(v. 17). Now, finally, here was an object to heal. however, 
it is not physical healing that Christ does first. Christ saw 
beyond this man’s misery to the root cause of it, and he 
addresses the cause before he addresses the result. We can 
be thankful when the Lord teaches us our real problems. 
“Man, thy sins are forgiven thee” (v. 20). Notice the follow-
ing about the pardon Christ issued to him:
1. It was authoritative pardon. his words and tone evidenced 

this authority, but Christ also demonstrated that authority, 
as we will see below (see v. 24).

The Miracles of chrisT (5)  •  read: luke 5:17–26

the healing of the Paralytic
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2. It was substitutionary pardon. he 
could issue this pardon because 
he would die for this man’s sin 
on the cross. 

3. It was defended pardon. Right 
away, the Pharisees dispute this 
pardon (v. 21). This must have 
confused the man at a certain 
level. Yet, Christ took the side 
of the pardoned sinner, shield-
ing him against this devilish attack. he defended the  
pardon by pointing to himself, and proved it by the  
actual healing.

Proof
Christ not only perceived the faith of the five before him; 
he also was able to look into the hearts of the Pharisees. 
“But when Jesus perceived their thoughts…” (v. 22). The 
Pharisees were offended that Christ would forgive this man 
his sins. Notice the enmity of men—even religious men—
against free grace. This enmity targeted the Savior himself. 
Nevertheless, by healing the man, Christ proved that he 
had power to forgive this man his sins. 

Christ eminently proved that he had power to forgive 
sin when he died for sinners on the cross, paid their debt, 
and rose again. he proved it in his ascension and at Pen-
tecost, and now he proves it over and again in the gospel 
when he delivers sinners from their sins. 

Sadly, many are content to examine the power instead 
of experiencing it. Many are content to observe rather than 
obey. Luke mentions that “there were Pharisees and doctors 
of the law sitting by” (v. 17). 

Such people always exist. They are content to be reli-
gious onlookers, but they never feel their spiritual paralysis. 
Others, however, feel their sin and perhaps wonder: Can 
God forgive me? Christ proved here that he has power on 
earth to forgive sins. Do not be turned back by obstacles. 
Don’t rest until you come to his feet.

Praise
When the Son of Man forgives and heals, there will be 
praise! The man who had been forgiven and healed rose up 
before the crowd, took up his stretcher, and departed, glo-
rifying God. Others couldn’t help but join this man. They 

too “glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying: We 
have seen strange things today” (v. 26). 

A true experience of God’s forgiving grace cannot but 
lead us to praise God. We will call on others to come and 
hear what God has done for our souls (see Ps. 66:16–17). 

Questions
1. Christ’s miracle here proved something about himself and 

what he had come to do (v. 24). What point can we draw 
from this regarding the other miracles Christ performed?

2. A recurring promise in the Old Testament was that God 
would come and pardon his people’s sins (see, for example, 
Isa. 43:35; Jer. 31:35; Mic. 7:18–20). Many, also today, 
crave miracles that will make their life here better, but not 
those that save the soul. how does this miracle convict us 
on this point?

3. Spiritually speaking, how can we be used, like these four 
friends, to bring others to Christ? Where might we look 
for such people like this paralytic?

4. What lesson do you take from the fact that Christ gladly 
bore the disturbance and mess caused by these five men for 
the sake of having a needy sinner come to his feet?

5. how could the Pharisees seem to be so concerned with the 
honor of God and yet so wrong (v. 20)? What lesson does 
this teach us? 

6. What are some of the obstacles sinners face as they seek to 
find and come to Christ now? What practical counsel can 
you give such seeking souls?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.

dr. Gerald Bilkes      New TesTaMeNT BiBle sTudy



What Is Grace?
Sean Michael Lucas
God’s grace is widely understood as important but 
misunderstood by many. In this booklet, the author 
cuts through popular misconceptions and inade-
quate definitions of grace and then expounds from 
Scripture on the riches and reasons of God’s grace 
to ruined sinners. (P&R, PB, 31 pgs) $4.00 | $3.00

People in the Bible: Elijah
John Cheeseman
The author explores the example and life of Eli-
jah, who contended for truth and challenged 
ungodliness in a day of spiritual and moral decay 
in Israel, and he draws lessons to encourage and 
challenge us to proclaim God’s Word in a day not 
unlike the prophet’s—one of compromised truth, 
rampant immorality, toleration, and turning aside 

from the one true God. (Day One, PB, 117 pgs) $11.00 | $8.50
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Book Talk

4
4 Living Zealously
Joel R. Beeke and James La Belle
In Living Zealously, Joel R. Beeke and James A. 
La Belle address the much overlooked topic of 
Christian zeal. This book moves beyond mere 
historical interest in the Puritans and distills 
their wisdom on what it means to live ear-
nestly for Christ. By presenting classic counsel 
in contemporary language for today’s readers, 
Beeke and La Belle help us see the importance 
of Christian zeal and encourage us to obtaining 

it. Read this book and ask God to deepen your Christian life with a 
burning and holy passion.

“The reason for the resurgence of interest in the Puritans today is found 
in their extraordinary devotion to the things of God and the depth of 
their understanding and exposition of sacred Scripture. I welcome this 
series of books that make the Puritans even more accessible in our day 
on a variety of important but often neglected subjects.”

— R. C. Sproul, Founder and President of Ligonier Ministries
(160 pages, PB) $15.00 | $11.00

The Mysteries of God
Maurice Roberts
Many vital truths are given to us in the Bible 
that lead us to a vastly greater understanding of 
him than the most intelligent heathen without 
a Bible could ever know. We refer to these truths 
as mysteries, not because man has invented this 
term, but because it is the word that God him-
self has chosen to inform us of his wonderful 
way of salvation. In The Mysteries of God, author 
Maurice Roberts reminds us that it is important 

that we be thoroughly informed about God’s mysteries because they are 
his eternal purposes by which he has given Christ to be our Savior; 
understanding and believing them give us eternal life with God in the 
glory of heaven. In an edifying and easy-to-understand style, the author 
“investigates” twelve of the great mysteries of the Bible, including the 
mystery of God, the mystery of the gospel, the mystery of Christ’s 
glorious indwelling, and the mystery of the last things. 

“When Rev. Maurice Roberts puts pen to paper, a classic is in the 
making. One dear Christian I know reads only Octavius Winslow, 
horatius Bonar, and Maurice Roberts because, in his words, ‘I find 
spiritual profit on every page.’ Rev. Roberts is known to combine 
simplicity, profundity, and clarity, all of which are certainly requisite 
for any treatment of Bible mysteries. This book is so insightful, well-
ordered, and helpful, it seems hard to imagine Christian readers have 
been without it for so long.”

— Gerald M. Bilkes, professor of New Testament  
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

(120 pages, PB) $10.00 | $7.50

In Remembrance of Him:  
Profiting from the Lord’s Supper
Guilelmus Saldenus and Wilhelmus à Brakel
The two seventeenth-century essays translated 
and offered in this book were originally designed 
to help people of the Dutch Further Reforma-
tion derive the greatest benefit from celebrating 
the Lord’s Supper. Guilelmus Saldenus’s The 
Efficacy of the Lord’s Supper concentrates on the 
joy received in celebrating the sacrament and the 
sanctified living that it ought to generate. Wil-

helmus à Brakel’s Edifying Discourses instructs believers in preparing 
their hearts for the celebration, participating in the Supper responsibly, 
and following up the meal in a spiritually beneficial manner. These 
contributions are but two examples of a much larger genre of edify-
ing Lord’s Supper literature that developed in the Netherlands in the 
seventeenth century.

“In the fine translations made available here, one sees the ecumenical 
nature of Reformed spirituality and the close relationship between the 
church and true believers. The sources of the Further Reformation 
deserve greater recognition. The heritage of Reformed Protestantism 
contains hidden treasures for which we in our modern era should be 
grateful and of which we could make use with profit.”

— Willem van ’t  Spijker, Theological University of Apeldoorn
(144 pages, PB) $15.00 | $11.00

130 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth MAY/JUNE 2012



Jay T. Collier & Joel R. Beeke

Living in the Gap between Promise and Reality
Iain M. Duguid
In the crisis of faith, when a Christian’s difficulties 
seem in conflict with God’s promises, where is encour-
agement found? The author pulls the reader into the 
story of Abraham’s faith in unseen realities—a story 
that ultimately unfolds in the history of salvation in 
Jesus Christ, whose own sufferings and glory provide 
the context for the believer’s trials and hope.

(P&R, PB, 167 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go:  
Facing Death with Courageous Confidence in God
Nancy Guthrie, ed.
Our culture and even modern Christians deny death. 
In this book, twenty-two classic and current theo-
logians—including Jonathan Edwards, John Owen, 
R. C. Sproul, and Martyn Lloyd-Jones—discuss 
dying in light of the hope of Christ in four parts: 

the reality of death, and the aim, hope, and future that sustain and 
prepare believers now. (Crossway, PB, 160 pgs) $13.00 | $9.50

All of Kathleen Buswell Nielson’s books are  
excellent for promoting thorough Bible  

study individually and in groups.

Isaiah: The Lord Saves
(P&R, PB, 366 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

Joshua: All God’s Good Promises
(P&R, PB, 142 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs:  
Wisdom’s Searching and Finding

(P&R, PB, 177 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

Colossians and Philemon:  
Continue to Live in Him

(P&R, PB, 124 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

1 & 2 Thessalonians:  
Living the Gospel to the End

(P&R, PB, 144 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

The Lost Art of True Beauty — Leslie Ludy
In a sex-obsessed age when beauty is defined by mod-
els, movie stars, and pop singers and is pursued with 
tragic results (promiscuity and eating disorders), this 
book shows another way: Christ-like etiquette, dress,  
and communication that arise from a heart trans-
formed by his grace to be fully his.

(harvest house, PB, 172 pgs) $10.99 | $8.00

Unseen Realities: Heaven, Hell, Angels  
and Demons — R. C. Sproul
Scripture speaks about heaven, hell, angels, and Satan, 
which are a part of the invisible spiritual realm. The 
author helps us to see all four as realities—that, as he 
writes, there “is an uncompromised supernaturalism at 
the heart of the Christian worldview, and we must not 
let the world’s skepticism with regard to these things 
affect our belief systems.”

(Christian Focus, PB, 157 pgs) $15.00 | $11.25

Reformation: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
Carl R. Trueman
The author examines the origins of contemporary 
Reformed theology in the Reformation world of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. After tracing how 
this heritage shaped and transformed the intervening 
period, he then describes major challenges that con-
front the evangelical church today and suggests ways 
of responding that remain faithful to the Scriptures 

and the theology of the Reformers.
(Christian Focus, PB, 127 pgs) $11.00 | $8.25

The End Times Made Simple
Samuel E. Waldron
Waldron strips away years of false teaching and faulty 
exegesis thrust upon the church to reveal what the 
Bible, in its own simple but profound way, says about 
what will happen at the end of the present age.

(Calvary Press, PB, 251 pages) $19.99 | $15.00
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With so many different opinions today and with  
everyone believing that he or she is right, how  

can I know what is true? Where should I begin?

Suggested Daily Reading: Genesis 1 : 1–7
Beginnings are important. They set your direction. Imagine 
a couple departing from a hotel early in the morning. They 
merge on to the nearby interstate highway to continue on 
their trip. They pride themselves that they have made good 
time this morning and have covered a lot of miles already. 
An hour later, however, they discover that they entered the 
highway on the wrong side and have been driving in the 
wrong direction! They sincerely believed that they were 
doing well, but they were mistaken.

The same can be true on our journey through life. Many 
sincerely believe that they are doing well and are traveling 
along just fine. But they are mistaken; they are headed in 
the wrong direction.

how can I know the right direction? how should I set 
the compass of life? Establish your direction from Genesis 
1:1. The beginning verse of the Bible will show you whether 
you are headed in the right direction or not. It warns and 
corrects the following wrong directions:
o Atheist and agnostic—“In the beginning God….” God exists.

o Pantheist and Materialist—“God created the heaven and the 
earth….” God is not the same as but is above nature.

o Polytheist—“God created….” Not plural gods, but one 
God—singular.

o Evolutionist—“In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.” Matter did not evolve from itself; God created the 
universe.

o Secular humanist—“In the beginning God….” The focus is 
not on me, but on God.

Test yourself. If the beginning of each thought, word, 
and action focuses on yourself instead of God, you’re headed 
in the wrong direction. You are not the god of your own 
life; God is.

Do you love and respect God’s creation? At the same time, do 
you see that God stands above His creation, and do you wor-
ship the Creator and not His creation? How does the first verse 
of the Bible point us all in the right direction for our lives, and 
how does it correct those heading down a wrong path?

Someone told me that trying to obey  
God’s law is legalism, and that  
legalism is wrong. Is this true?

Suggested Daily Reading: James 1 : 19–27
What would you think of a guy who tells everyone that 
he really loves his girlfriend but never seems interested in 
doing things that please her? In addition, it doesn’t bother 
him when he does things that he knows she doesn’t like. 
This guy may think that he loves his girlfriend, but his 
actions show that he does not. his love is not real.

If we confess that we love God, then we should want 
to do what pleases him. We should fight against doing 
things that we know are against his will. And how do we 
know what is pleasing or displeasing to the Lord? We learn 
this from his Word, the Bible. So the desire to obey God 
and his Word from our hearts is a sign that we love him. 
When we want to do what God commands us to do, this 
is a fruit of love, and obedience out of love is a good thing. 
Jesus teaches us, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you” (John 14:15).

Legalism is something different. Legalism is when we 
add commandments or teachings of our own that are not 
in the Bible. If we strictly follow our own or other people’s 
man-made rules, that is legalism. Another form of legalism 
is obeying God’s commands simply to earn salvation. When 
we follow men’s teachings instead of God’s or try to earn 
our salvation by our own works instead of Jesus’ righteous-
ness, this is legalism.

Obeying God out of love and respect for him is biblical 
obedience. This is right and good. But trusting in our good 
deeds and following someone else’s rules in order to earn 
righteousness is legalism. This is indeed wrong.

Are you praying and trying to serve and obey God out of 
love to Him? Are you fighting against adding to God’s rules, 
becoming proud of your obedience, and trusting in your 
righteousness for your salvation? Meditate on this truth: 
our good works of obedience can never earn our salvation, 
but they are always a result of our salvation. How clearly can 
others see that you love God from what you say and do or do 
not say and do?

James W. Beeke is an elder in the Chiliwack, B.C. heritage Reformed Congre-
gation and an international educational consultant.

Questions Answered for Young People • 

Beginnings
Obedience   
or  Legalism?

James W. Beeke



Vol. 9  •  No. 2

Puritan reformed 
theological Seminary

PRTS Update

“Respect”

Have you ever had a bad boss or worked for someone unjust or harsh? In 1 Peter 1:18–25, God’s Word addresses the way 
we relate to people under whose authority we work. While it is immediately directed to workplace situations, it has direct 
application for all of us, including in the life of the church.

The apostle Peter begins verse 18 with the call for servants to be subject to their masters. The context of his day was one 
of widespread slavery. Some were slaves because of military conquest by the Roman Empire, others because of outstand-
ing debts. In the Roman Empire, masters owned slaves as property, with the right to beat or even kill. How were Christian 
slaves to relate to masters? Peter states they were to submit and to serve their masters with all respect—genuine, complete 
respect. And that not only for the good and gentle masters, but also under the unreasonable, the unjust, and harsh! 

While we are not slaves, we certainly are under authority, whether in our work, in civil society, or in the church. While 
in each of these spheres we are blessed with God-given means to pursue justice and equity, our greater privilege and free-
dom does not lessen the calling brought to us here. We are to respect not only “the good” in authority over us, but also “the 
unreasonable”; “for this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endures grief, suffering wrongfully” (v. 19).

Enduring discipline or suffering because of our wrongs is not particularly glorious. It ought to be expected. However, 
what the apostle points us to here is an otherworldly, supernatural mark of grace. It is “bearing up” or enduring under 
wrong, continuing in genuine respect for the sake of the glory of God. Yet, the reality is that, when we experience injus-
tice, we are typically outraged, and any respect we had for authority evaporates in the heat of our fury. But what are our 
injustices compared to those of the slaves of Peter’s day? They were called to endure truly harsh treatment, beatings, and 
deprivation with patience when suffering for doing right. Peter says a continuing respect in these circumstances “finds 
favor” with God. This is a great motivation.

But Peter goes on to give another, greater motivation and comfort: “Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example” 
(v. 21) that we should follow in His steps. When He was reviled, threatened, injured, and killed, Jesus did not respond with 
bitterness, disrespect, or threatening. He “committed himself ” to the Father, the righteous and just Judge. In doing so, He 
not only set a perfect example for us, but He also actively fulfilled for us what we are called to be in our respect. He bore 
“our sins in his body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness” (v. 24). By His wounds we are 
healed. What a gospel, what a Savior! Seek by His grace, and to His glory, to live in His genuine, God-honoring respect at 
work, home, school, and church.

— DR. WIllIAm VAnDooDEWAARD, Associate Professor of Church History

MeditatioN
dr. WilliaM VaNdoodeWaard
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A Word from Our President…
Dear Friends,

on march 29, three major decisions were made that 
we trust will greatly benefit Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary. Two of these involve filling important positions 
in the seminary.

Dr. Michael Barrett: Academic Dean
After a lengthy search and much 
prayer, we have approved Dr. michael 
P.V. Barrett as Academic Dean at PRTS. 
Dr. Barrett is president of Geneva Re-
formed Seminary in Greenville, South 
Carolina. He has accepted our unani-
mous call to serve at PRTS. He and 
his wife, Sandra, hope to join our team 
this summer. In addition to serving as 

Academic Dean, Dr. Barrett will teach Hebrew in the up-
coming academic year, and old Testament courses in future 
years, as approved by the faculty and Board of Trustees.

The goal of this important position is to serve as PRTS aca-
demic advisor to assess, ensure, and enhance the best practices 
and quality standards of academic, faculty, and instructional 
excellence. Here are some of the general responsibilities:

• Review and revise the academic program to ensure that the 
seminary is effectively meeting its mission statement and 
the goals of each degree program.

• Work with the ATS accreditation coordinator to verify that 
sufficient academic standards are implemented and main-
tained in the seminary’s teaching, assessment, courses, and 
degrees in order to earn and maintain full ATS accreditation. 

• Provide professional development instruction for the fac-
ulty to promote and maintain high standards in academics 
and current teaching strategies/processes.

• Conduct research on new academic initiatives and pres-
ent insights that would assist the seminary with meeting 
its instructional needs according to its unique Reformed 
perspectives.

• Promote positive, meaningful, and effective communica-
tion between students and faculty.

• Evaluate faculty and follow through with individual pro-
fessor growth plans.

• Create and revise academic rules and policies as required.
• Develop strategic academic program plans, including new 

courses and degrees.

Dr. Barrett is well qualified to fill this position. He is 
an able preacher and has served as an ordained minister in 
the Free Presbyterian Church of north America since 1976, 
and shares the same Reformed experiential emphases and 
worship and lifestyle views as PRTS does. He has four de-
cades of teaching experience at the college, master’s, and 
doctoral levels. Under his leadership Geneva Reformed 
has become a well-organized seminary. Barrett is also a 
well-known old Testament scholar and writer. Some of 

his books include The Hebrew Handbook (1991); Beginning at 
Moses: A Guide to Finding Christ in the Old Testament (1999); 
Complete in Him (2000); God’s Unfailing Purpose: the Message 
of Daniel (2003); The Beauty of Holiness: A Guide to Biblical 
Worship (2006); Love Divine and Unfailing: The Gospel Ac-
cording to Hosea (2008). Presently, Barrett also serves as old 
Testament editor of The King James Version Study Bible (Dr. 
Bilkes is serving as new Testament editor and I am general 
editor of this project). Dr. Barrett gave two excellent ad-
dresses at our last PRTS annual conference, which will be 
published in July by Reformation Heritage Books.

We are very grateful that an anonymous donor has of-
fered to pay for the first three years of Dr. Barrett’s salary at 
PRTS. Gifts such as these are most humbling to the semi-
nary community. Pray for the Barretts that they may make a 
smooth transition to our seminary community.

Rev. Mark Kelderman: Dean of  
Students and Spiritual Formation
Rev. mark Kelderman, pastor of Bur-
gessville, ontario, Heritage Reformed 
Congregation and occasional lecturer 
at PRTS has been called unanimously 
to serve PRTS as Dean of Students and 
Spiritual Formation. We have needed 
to fill this post for several years, and 
have been actively seeking for the right 

person for more than a year. This faculty member oversees 
the development of the students outside the classroom, en-
sures a holistic integration of his studies into his life, and 
encourages healthy spiritual growth and development, pro-
moting a culture of piety and spirituality in the community. 
Here is a summary of his responsibilities and tasks:

Responsibilities:
Provide counseling, advice, mentoring, and conflict 

intervention for the students. lead orientation. Serve as chap-
lain, including organizing prayer time and chapel schedule. 
Represent the seminary in preaching engagements. Teach 
practical theology courses as enabled. Participate in faculty 
meetings. Supervise internships and speaking engagements, 
coordinating with churches, nursing homes, prisons, etc., de-
veloping procedures and policies relative to student activities, 
including the updating and implementation of the student 
handbook, coordinating graduation and the food bank, etc.

Tasks:
• meet with all on-campus students formally for counsel and 

prayer at least once per month.
• Evaluate and encourage ongoing spiritual growth and de-

velopment of students and their families.
• Identify unique needs of international students and their 

families, and implement, monitor, and coordinate the spe-
cial types of support service required.
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DR. Joel Beeke
ITIneRARy:
may 18–28: Seoul, Korea: Preaching, Conferences, Seminary lectures
July 1–5: london, England: metropolitan School of Theology  

(Spurgeon’s church)
July 10–11: Hastings, michigan: HRC Youth Camp
July 12–20: nampula, mozambique, Africa: Editora Fiel Conference
July 22–26: marion, Indiana: RPCnA International Conference
August 23–25: Grand Rapids, michigan: PRTS Conference
RecenT PublIcATIonS:
Friends and Lovers: Cultivating Companionship and Intimacy in Marriage  

(Cruciform Press)
Is Abortion Really So Bad? with James Beeke (Chapel library)
“love’s Beautiful Attributes and Activities,” TableTalk
“A letter to Pastors Regarding Family Worship,” Banner of Truth (U.K.)
Living Zealously, with James la Belle (RHB)

DR. GeRalD Bilkes
ITIneRARy:
June 4–8: Dundas, ontario: FRC Synod
July 8: Hamilton, ontario: Hamilton FRC, and  

Woodstock, ontario: oxford Preaching Station
July 29: monarch, Alberta: monarch FRC
August 12: Brantford, ontario: Brantford FRC
August 23–25: Grand Rapids, michigan: PRTS Conference

DR. DaviD MuRRay
ITIneRARy:
may 10–11: Austin, Texas: Plantr Conference
July 12–13: Hastings, michigan: HRC Youth Camp
August 23–25: Grand Rapids, michigan: PRTS Conference

dr. WilliaM VaNdoodeWaard
ITIneRARy:
may 22–24: Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania: Banner of Truth Conference
June 5–8: Flat Rock, north Carolina: Associate Reformed Presbyterian  

General Synod
July 25–28: Purcellville, Virginia: origins 2012, Patrick Henry College
August 23–25: Grand Rapids, michigan: PRTS Conference
WRITIng PRojecT:
1 & 2 Peter, Welwyn Commentary Series (Evangelical Press)

Faculty itineraries     publications&

• Attend student prayer and chapels. Welcome and intro-
duce chapel speakers. Find substitute if chapel speaker 
cancels.

• Seek to coordinate and evaluate active mentorships/intern-
ships for 2nd–4th year mDiv students.

• Represent the seminary in accepting preaching engage-
ments in various churches in north America and around 
the world when called upon to do so. 

• Teach practical theology courses as assigned by the 
president and faculty (such as Youth ministry, Spiritual 
Formation, etc.).

• Deal with student conflicts and problems.
• Encourage healthy cross-cultural interactions.
• Serve as Alumni Director to provide spiritual counsel and 

generate support from the alumni and their churches. 
• Attend faculty meetings and take an active role in seminary 

leadership (serving on committees, etc.).

The lord willing, Pastor Kelderman will join our staff 
this summer and begin overseeing our students. Pray that 
God gives him much strength and wisdom to undertake the 
many tasks involved in pastoring PRTS students. Pray, too, 
that he and his wife, Donna, and their children, will make a 
smooth transition to this area, and that God will soon supply 
a new minister for Burgessville Heritage Reformed Church, 
whose people will sorely miss Rev. Kelderman, who has 
been their pastor for the past thirteen years.

Building Expansion Approved
Due to the growth of PRTS, we have been planning for 
building expansion. We are grateful that those plans have 
been unanimously approved by the faculty, Board of Trust-
ees, Theological Seminary Committee, and Synod. The 
plans are for an addition (see drawing above) that is approx-
imately 90 percent the size of our present building, which is 
20,000 square feet. The expansion will provide space to ex-
pand our crowded library, to include more student carrels, 
more office space, and two large classrooms. The expansion 
will cost approximately $2.8 million, of which 75 percent 
($2.1 million) must be pledged before building can begin.

We are grateful that a generous donor has offered a $1 
million matching gift for the expansion. Thus every dol-
lar you give will be matched by this grant. An additional 
$600,000 has also been pledged, meaning that we must raise 
$500,000 in our Capital Campaign fund in order to break 
ground. Please consider helping us close that gap so that 
building can soon begin.

meanwhile, we continue to need to meet our opera-
tions Fund obligations, which are about $1.8 million per 
year. We would be deeply grateful if you could donate to 
this worthy cause at this time.

Pray with us that these three major decisions may bear 
God’s stamp of approval as we move forward into the future. 
We pray for every blessing to you and your family.

Warmly, Joel R. Beeke
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Please tell me a bit about your background and your family.
my name is Denis Boris. I am from Kazakhstan. I am 31. 
my background is Communism, the Russian orthodox 
Church, and charismatic neo-Pentecostalism. But let me 
take you step by step through this pilgrimage to the truth.

For those readers who don’t know what and where Ka-
zakhstan is, Kazakhstan is a former Soviet Union country 
with large natural resources and a population of 17 mil-
lion people. Kazakhstan is the ninth largest country in the 
world. It shares borders with Russia and China.

All children born in the USSR were to become Com-
munists but I never officially became one because I was 
only 10 when the USSR suddenly collapsed in 1991. I have 
to say, though, that even now I still have to struggle with 
communist mentality. After seventy years of atheism, peo-
ple in the former USSR were so thirsty for religion that a 
big number of them flooded the only existing church at 
that moment—at least, the only one my mom and dad 
knew existed: the Russian orthodox Church. my family 
and I used to attend church every Sunday. We would light a 
candle, say a prayer, and leave. oh, how I loved our church 
visits! I loved them not because God would touch and work 
upon my heart there but because my mom would buy me 
American chewing gum after each church service as a re-
ward for behaving well at church! Soon after getting into 
college, we stopped attending the church. In 2001–2002, 
I studied Arabic and Islam in Egypt. After coming back to 
Kazakhstan from a radical muslim country, I came across 
a different kind of Christianity: Protestantism. my mom 
introduced me to it. She herself learned about it from TV 
shows. I started attending the new life charismatic church 
in Almaty, Kazakhstan. There I met my future beautiful 
wife, Zhanara. She was one of the few Kazak believers. I fell 
in love with her and by God’s grace married her in 2004. 
last year, God graciously gave us our first daughter, Sophia.

But to finish the story of our spiritual journey, I have 
to mention the main turning point. It happened in 2010 
when my family went to Dubai to plant a church there and 
ended up being carried away by the sweetness and magni-
tude of true Reformed theology. In Dubai, I did a pastoral 
internship at one of the Reformed churches. After finishing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
the training, my wife and I returned to Kazakhstan. And 
how big of a surprise was our understanding of the Bible to 
many of our friends and family! mainstream Protestantism 
in Kazakhstan is Arminian, and any Reformed believer is 
considered weird at best. So we had a chance to taste what 
contending for the faith feels like.

Is there a Reformed church in Kazakhstan? What about Reformed 
literature?
To my limited knowledge there isn’t any Reformed church 
in our home city, Almaty, and scarcely a handful of Reformed 
churches in all Kazakhstan. As for Reformed literature, the 
first place where I have learned about its existence in the 
Russian language was PRTS. David Woollim, one of the 
students at PRTS, told me about Evangelical Press and that 
they had translated into the Russian language and published 
several Reformed theologians.

How did you hear about PRTS, and what made you come all the 
way here?
I heard about PRTS while doing my pastoral internship in 
Dubai. one of the PRTS students was travelling through 
Dubai and my internship program teacher learned about 
PRTS. He was an American of Chinese origin with an 
Eastern persistence, so he had no problem convincing me 
of the necessity of ongoing theological training in such a 
school as PRTS. He would call me in the evenings to make 
sure that I submitted application forms and made calls to 
the seminary. When I myself first checked PRTS curricu-
lum online, I fell in love with it. All the disciplines spoke 
for themselves. I knew the seminary was good. And of 
course the name of the seminary also encouraged me a lot. 
Something that has “Puritan Reformed” in its name just 
can’t be liberal. our family came to PRTS from Kazakh-
stan in January of 2012.

How long do you hope to study here, and what are your future goals?
I hope to study at PRTS for the next four years and the de-
sire of my heart is for my family to be molded by God. my 
burden is the church in Kazakhstan and generally in the 
Russian world as a whole. most of the people there have 
been caught in the snares of false religion. By God’s grace, 
I want to do something about this. I have already started a 
blog in Russian where I regularly post many of the things 
I learn at the seminary. As soon as we are back in Kazakh-
stan, I want to plant a solid Reformed church so that people 
could be exposed to the pure water from a biblical spring 
after years of drinking polluted water, if any at all.

We are grateful to our lord Christ Jesus for His provi-
dence in bringing us to Grand Rapids, michigan. We hope 
to be instruments in God’s hands and we know that PRTS 
with its great teachers and wonderful fellow students from 
Brazil, USA, netherlands, and so many other countries 
will help us to stay faithful to the lord. Praise be to God!

An Interview with Denis Boris»



I ACKNOWLEDGE that God is the sovereign lord of my life and that I am His steward. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths… (Prov. 3:6).

 » I seek to live my life according to His commandments. 
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep  
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man (Eccl. 12:13).

 » I pray about how He wants me to use the time, abilities, and financial resources He has given me.
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men  
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him (James 1:5).

I seek to be CONTENT with the time, abilities, and financial resources that the lord has given me.
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things  

as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Heb. 13:5).

 » I manage my affairs so that I can live within my means.
…for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how  
to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed  

both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need (Phil. 4:11–12).
 » I set aside money for future needs before I satisfy my wants for today.
There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up (Prov. 21:20).

I TRUST that the lord will take care of all of my needs.
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19).

 » I do not need to be anxious.
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving  
let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all  
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:6–7).

 » I am willing to give.
…freely ye have received, freely give (matt. 10:8b).

I desire to SERVE the lord and His church with everything He has given me.
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to  
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God (1 Pet. 4:10).

 » I will strive to give before I spend (first fruits).
Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase… (Prov. 3:9).

 » I am willing to give generously of my time, talent, and treasure for His glory and kingdom.
Charge them that are rich in this world that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain  
riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that  
they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate (1 Tim. 6:17–18).

Have you made a commitment to steward the resources God has left in your care? To find out more about how you can man-
age your time, talents, and treasure, contact Chris Hanna at chris.hanna@puritanseminary.org or (616) 977-0599, ext. 138. 

Ted Boers, Growing In Giving Conference, edited by Chris Hanna (Used by permission of Barnabas Foundation, Tinley Park, Ill.)

Are you a disciple or a steward? I am sure you have heard a message or two on the importance of being a disciple of Christ, 
but have you ever considered the correlation between discipleship and stewardship? 

For many Christians, stewardship and discipleship are not always synonymous. In fact, there are those who think fol-
lowing Christ is having the right D&A: right doctrines and right associations. However, that is far from the truth. Biblical 
discipleship is biblical stewardship. Both discipleship and stewardship are about the gospel transforming human lives.

We can go as far back as Genesis 2:15 and find that God had ordained man to steward His good creation. In fact, John 
Calvin points out that stewardship in this passage not only entails providing proper care for all that the lord has given to 
mankind, but it also involves a conscientious commitment to properly manage these resources for the next generation. 
Simply put, biblical stewardship on a personal level is good discipleship.

To help clarify biblical stewardship, Barnabas Foundation has made available A Steward’s Pledge.

A Steward ’s Pledge — ACTS of Stewardship
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As you may be aware, PRTS has been an Associate member of the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) since June 
2010. In 2011, the Seminary produced an “Internal Study: Readiness for Candidacy for Accredited Status Report.” This 
report was submitted to ATS with a Self-Study Implementation Plan, a plan that outlines how PRTS will proceed to 
implement the extensive, two-year self-study that is required for ATS accreditation.

Dr. lester Ruiz, Director of Accreditation and Institutional Evaluation for ATS, reviewed PRTS’s Internal Study and 
Implementation Plan and conducted an on-site inspection in September 2011. He recommended to the ATS Board that 
the seminary be granted Candidacy Status and the ATS approved this at its February 2012 meeting. Candidacy Status per-
mits PRTS to commence a two-year self-study process that is aimed at achieving Accreditation Status. 

To implement this in-depth review and produce the extensive report required, PRTS has appointed a Steering Com-
mittee with five reporting sub-committees and has hired a part-time Coordinator to guide the Seminary through this 
process. Each sub-committee is currently at work reviewing their respective sections of ATS’s seventy pages of good 
practice and quality standards, which cover such areas as: purpose, planning, and evaluation; institutional integrity; theo-
logical curriculum: learning, teaching, and research; mDiv, mAR, and Thm degrees; library and information resources; 
faculty; student recruitment, admission, services, and placement; authority and governance; institutional resources; and 
multiple locations and distance education.

ATS’s accreditation process is built on a seminary self-study model in light of ATS’s quality standards. ATS does not 
impose goals, for example, but it will require that PRTS has clearly defined its desired goals, has in place assessments to 
measure how it is meeting its desired goals, and a mechanism to input assessment data into future decision making. 

ATS accreditation is recognized by the federal US government. Benefits for PRTS to pursue ATS accreditation include 
such items as:

• Internal improvements—measuring our current practices against generally accepted principles of good practice 
will strengthen PRTS’s policies and practices, teaching and developing assessment procedures for doing so

• Professional development opportunities—ATS conferences, workshops, contacts, and sample documents (not 
of theological benefit, but helpful for enhancing administrative and teaching practice)

• obtaining US federal recognition (federal approval number)—US official recognition requires accreditation 
by a US recognized accrediting agency, such as ATS

• US recognition (federal approval number) is helpful for the following:
 Eligibility for institutional grants from corporations and foundations (e.g., lily Foundation)
 Student eligibility for scholarships/bursaries offered by corporations and foundations
 Status for students wanting to enroll in a national government recognized and ATS accredited seminary 

(especially Asian students)
 Eligibility for US student loans with attractive pay-back options
 Eligibility for tuition income tax receipts for students
 obtain Canada charitable tax status to enable PRTS to issue Canada-recognized charitable tax donation re-

ceipts for income tax purposes to individual Canadian donors (requires US approval/registration number) 
donating to PRTS. This would encourage, expedite, and enhance contributions from Canadian donors.

 Assist with course credit transferability
 Eligibility for faculty research grants offered by foundations to federally recognized institutions

We covet your prayers that the lord would bless this accreditation process, especially that it would be a means to strengthen 
PRTS educationally, administratively, and operationally, to enable our seminary to serve even more effectively to God’s 
honor and the extension of His kingdom. — Jim Beeke,  ATS Coordinator for PRTS

Ats Accreditation Update

Please join with us in giving thanks to the lord for the ordination 
of former PRTS student Kushal Rai. Kushal graduated from PRTS 
in 2010 with a master of Theology degree. He will be ordained in 
the United Church of northern India on April 14, 2012.



For a limited time we are o� ering the � rst year’s 
subscription of the Journal (published semi-annually) 
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May 11, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: dr. Sinclair ferguson

Dr. Ferguson is the Senior minister of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, South 
Carolina. He is the Distinguished Visiting 
Professor of Systematic Theology at Redeemer 
Theological Seminary, Dallas, Texas, prior to 
which he held the Charles Krahe Chair for 
Systematic Theology at Westminster Theolog-
ical Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He 
is also a member of the Alliance of Confessing 
Evangelicals.



— 8 —

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE!
q I would like to financially support PRTS by giving $     , designated for:
     q Pressing operational needs  q Scholarship Fund  q Puritan Resource Center
     q PRTS Foundation  q Capital Campaign Fund for Building Expansion 
     (I understand that my gift to the Capital Campaign Fund will be matched by a generous donor.)

q I would like to enroll in the monthly giving program and give $      per month.
q I am enclosing $20 for a 2011 subscription to Puritan Reformed Journal.
q Send me a copy of Getting Back Into the Race and Friends and Lovers: Cultivating Companionship 
     and Intimacy in Marriage by Joel R. Beeke.

PAYMENT METHOD
q Check/cash enclosed  q Charge my credit/debit card:  
     Card type (circle one):  Visa  mastercard  Discover  American Express
     Card #       
     Exp. Date     /     Security Code    
q Send me a free copy of a facsimile CD of the Westminster Standards  
     (for donations of $100 or more).
Send me a copy of the       q PRTS promotional DVD       q PRTS 2009–2012 catalog

name                    
Address                   
City/State/Zip                   
Phone      e-mail                

Dr. Joel R. Beeke, President & Professor 
  of Systematic Theology and Homiletics
  jrbeeke@aol.com

Dr. Gerald m. Bilkes, Professor of
  Old and New Testament
  jerry.bilkes@puritanseminary.org

Dr. David P. murray, Professor of 
  Old Testament and Practical Theology
  davidprts@gmail.com

Dr. William VanDoodewaard,   
  Associate Professor of Church History
  william.vandoodewaard@ 
  puritanseminary.org

Henk Kleyn, Executive Director of Operations
  henk.kleyn@puritanseminary.org

Jonathon Beeke, Admissions Director  
  and Registrar
  jonathon.beeke@puritanseminary.org

Chris Engelsma, Distance Learning Director
  chris.engelsma@puritanseminary.org

Chris Hanna, Development & Marketing
  chris.hanna@puritanseminary.org

laura mustafa, Librarian
  laura.mustafa@puritanseminary.org

Dr. Fred Sweet, Theological Librarian
  fred.sweet@puritanseminary.org

Ann Dykema, Faculty Administrative Assistant
  ann.dykema@puritanseminary.org

Kim Dykema, Library Assistant
  kim.dykema@puritanseminary.org

PuRitAn REfoRMED thEologicAl SEMinARy

Financial RePoRT
for period 8/1/11–3/31/12

       Year to Date    Annual  Percent of
  Income      Actual    Budget    Variance  Annual Budget
   HRC/FRC
    Church Support $   175,686 559,916 (384,230) 31%
   other Donations 569,980 792,378 (222,398) 72%
   Tuition 250,908 220,000 30,908  114%
   Scholarships 169,675 235,000 (65,325) 72%
   other        93,422        40,320       53,102) 232%
  Total Income $ 1,259,672 $ 1,847,614 $ (587,942) 68%

  Expenses
   Instruction $    466,863 1,055,072 (588,209) 44%
   Scholarships 249,240 235,000 (14,240) 106%
   Administrative       617,877      557,542        60,335  111%
  Total Expenses $  1,333,980 $ 1,847,614 $ (513,634) 72%

  Net Income $   (74,307)  ) 

Donations in the US need to be sent to:
   Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
   2965 leonard Street, nE
   Grand Rapids, mI 49525

Canadian Donors please write your checks to:
   Burgessville Heritage netherlands Reformed Congregation 
   Attention: PRTS
   685 main Street, P.o. Box 105, Burgessville, ontario n0J 1C0

International Bank transfer information:
 • Beneficiary Bank: mercantile Bank of michigan • Beneficiary’s Bank Swift: mEmIUS33
 • Beneficiary’s Bank Fedwire ABA: 072413829 • mercantile Bank: 100061175
 • Beneficiary Customer: Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

Please include this form with your check. For Credit Card donations to PRTS,  
please log on to www.CanadaHelps.org

thank you for partnering 
wth PrtS. together we 
are training the future min-
isters, missionaries, and 
theological instructors of 
the reformed faith.

even though much has 
been done to reduce our 
budget deficit, we are still 
facing a $74,000 short-
fall. therefore, would you 
prayerfully consider giving 
a gift today of any amount? 
thank you.

— Chris Hanna

PuRitAn REfoRMED thEologicAl SEMinARy
2965 leonard Street Ne, grand rapids, Mi 49525
tel: 616-977-0599  •  fax: 616-855-5740    

e-mail: info@puritanseminary.org  •  Web: www.puritanseminary.org
Seminary eiN: 20-2394341  •  foundation eiN: 20-2394946
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When John Rogers (1570–1636) first went up to Emman-
uel College, Cambridge, as a student in February 1588, he 
proved to be a complete waste. his way was being paid by 
his uncle, the well-known Puritan preacher Richard Rogers 
(1551–1618), but John sold all of his books to spend the pro-
ceeds on various sinful activities. Not surprisingly, Emman-
uel College, a hotbed of Puritan theology and piety, asked 
John to leave. Richard Rogers’s wife convinced her husband 
to give the young man another chance. So John went up 
again to Cambridge, only to prove the prof ligate once more, 
again selling his books and squandering money on his vices. 
his uncle would have washed his hands of him, but, yielding 
to the entreaties of his wife, Richard sent John to Cambridge 
a third time. This time things proved quite different, as a 
long-suffering God saved the young man. Richard later con-
fessed, “I will never despair of a man for John Rogers’s sake.”

Most of John Rogers’s pastoral ministry was spent at 
what was then a Puritan stronghold in the parish of Ded-
ham, Essex. he came to the Dedham church in 1605, and 
served there as a lecturer until his death thirty-one years 
later. A number of Puritan leaders who had conscientious 
objections about aspects of the liturgy of the Church of 
England served as lecturers because this enabled them to 
preach, usually on Sunday afternoons, outside the frame-
work of the typical Anglican service.

According to Puritan Sidrach Simpson, Rogers was an 
extraordinary preacher, both a Boanerges, a Son of Thunder 
(Mark 3:17), and a Barnabas, a Son of Consolation (Acts 4:36), 
through whose preaching “the stout hearts of many rebellious” 
sinners were humbled and led in submission to Christ. Is this 
not what biblical preaching should be: prophetic in its denun-
ciation of sin but sweet in gospel comfort to sinners?

The great Puritan theologian Thomas Goodwin (1600–
1680) was present on one occasion when, during his sermon, 
Rogers took the part of God, angry with his people for not 
prizing and reading the Scriptures. he threatened to take 
away the Bible from such an ungrateful people. Rogers then 
impersonated the people, falling to his knees in the pulpit and 
pleading with God not to give them a famine of hearing the 
Word of God: “Lord, whatsoever thou dost to us, take not 
thy Bible from us; kill our children, burn our houses, destroy 
our goods, only spare us thy Bible, take not away thy Bible.”

The sermon’s impact was electrifying. Many of the 
people in the church were smitten in their consciences and 

reduced to copious weeping in repentance. Goodwin him-
self, not yet converted, was brought under deep conviction 
of sin. When he came out of the church, he was so over-
whelmed with tears that he stood leaning on the neck of his 
horse for fifteen minutes or so before he had the strength to 
mount. The Puritans long prayed and labored for a national 
awakening, and though these prayers and labors did not 
see an answer in their lifetime—such an awakening was 
to come in the eighteenth century—Rogers’s sermon gives 
a foretaste of the remarkable scenes of revival in the next 
century. here is great encouragement not to give up praying 
if we do not see immediate fruit. Praying breath is never lost.

Among Rogers’s few publications was A Treatise of Love, 
which resulted from a series of sermons on 1 John 3:23: 
“And this is his commandment, That we should believe on 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as 
he gave us commandment.” It is often said that the Puritans 
had little vision for evangelism beyond their own world, but 
a quick perusal of this work raises questions about the truth 
of this assumption.

One mark of true love for God, Roger asserts, is that it 
longs for others to love God as well and so seeks to draw as 
many to God as it can, as Philip did Nathanael ( John 1:44–
46) and Andrew did Peter (1:40–42) (A Treatise of Love, 
pp. 18–19). In fact, Christian love has a global reach, for 
it “reacheth to all, near and far, strangers, enemies, within 
and without the pale of the Church, Turks [Muslims] and 
pagans, we must pray for them, and do them any good if 
they come in our way” (p. 41). What is more, “we must pray 
for the poor pagans, that God would send his light and 
truth among them, that they in time may be brought into  
the bosom of the Church, and the sheepfold of Christ Jesus” 
(p. 140). God also answered these prayers in his time—in 
the late eighteenth century, we see the advent of the modern 
missionary movement.

It is little wonder, when we see such a powerful love of 
the Word in Rogers’s pulpit ministry and his love for the lost, 
that later generations of Christians have delighted in Puritan 
literature and have sought to be set on fire for God by read-
ing their books and meditating on their vision of God.

Dr. Michael A. G. haykin is professor of church history and biblical spirituality 
at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. he is 
author of Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They Shaped 
the Church. This article is reprinted from TableTalk.

Michael A. G. Haykin

A Boanerges
and a Barnabas
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When God created Adam, he made him perfect—without 
sin. he set Adam in a beautiful garden and commanded him 
“to dress it and to keep it” (Genesis 2:15b). Then, because 
Adam was all alone,  God created Eve. “And the LORD God 
said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him” (Genesis 2:18). Adam needed a 
helper and friend.

After Adam and Eve sinned, we, their children, became 
depraved—wicked and corrupt. Our hearts prefer sin rather 
than good; we would rather disobey God than obey. how-
ever, this sad truth does not excuse us from doing good. 
We changed; God did not. God’s commandments did not 
change either.

Though God knows our will is no longer one with his, 
and that we will not and thus cannot obey him, still he 
commands, “Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God” 
(Deuteronomy 18:13). This command means that we must 
fulfill the purpose God had for us when he created us. Why 
did God create us? To glorify him. how do we glorify him? 
One way is to behave like Jesus. Jesus said, “I am among 

you as he that serveth” (Luke 22:27b). So how can we serve 
God? One way is by serving others.

When Jesus taught his disciples about the Day of Judg-
ment, he told them that his people will be rewarded for 
kindness to others. “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40b). Christians serve 
God by serving others. This is a lesson the disciples were 
slow to learn; they wanted to be important and dreamed of 
the day when they would be part of Jesus’ earthly kingdom. 
They argued about who of them was the greatest.

But Jesus demonstrated humility and meekness. he 
taught the disciples as he stooped to wash their feet. “Ye call 
me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, 
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he 
that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:13–17).

Jesus commanded his disciples to serve one another. 
This command extends to all people. It is not an option; 
it’s a command. We may not excuse ourselves by saying we 
cannot obey it because we are sinners. God never withdraws 
his commands because of our sin. So we find ourselves in 
an impossible situation: we must serve God and obey him 
perfectly, yet we are unable and unwilling. Should we shrug 
off our responsibilities using our sinfulness and our inabili-
ties as excuses? No. Instead, we must f lee with all our sin 
and rebellion to the perfect Savior. We must ask him to give 
us a clean heart that longs to serve him with cheerfulness.

Dear children, ask God to use you for his glory, even 
though you are sinful. You are young, but God’s commands 
still come to you. The Bible tells us of several children 
who served God in simple ways. Samuel helped Eli in the 
temple (1 Samuel 2:18); Naaman’s wife had a little Jewish 
maid whose words about Israel’s God led Naaman to Elisha  
(2 Kings 5:2–3); a boy gave his lunch to the disciples, and 
Jesus used it to feed five thousand people (John 6:9); and 
another boy was used by God to save Paul’s life (Acts 23:16).

how can you help and serve those around you? You 
could play with your brothers and sisters or read to them 

For Our Children • Diana Kleyn

Living for Jesus
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while your mother or father may be busy. You could ask 
your parents how you can help them around the house. 
Perhaps you could read Bible stories to the neighborhood 
children. You might make and send cards for the elderly and 
the sick in your church, or to the missionaries supported 
by your church. Your parents could help you sponsor and 
correspond with needy children in different parts of the 
world. And praying for others is an important and effective 
way to help.

These are all wonderful things to do, and I’m sure you 
can think of many more ways to help and serve others. But 
there is one very important lesson I must emphasize. We 
must not think that these good deeds will make us more 
pleasing or acceptable to God. Even our good deeds are like 
filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). You will discover that even your 
kindest deeds are f lawed by sin. Do you feel the sinful pride 
that comes with doing a good deed? Do you see how you like 
to take the honor rather than doing it only for God’s glory? 
Do you realize that it’s much more difficult to help people 
we don’t like very much?

Do not let that stop you from striving for obedience to 
God, but lay all these sins before him and ask the Lord 
Jesus to cleanse you from them. Ask the holy Spirit for a 
new heart. You cannot enter heaven without a new heart 
(John 3), no matter how many good deeds you do. Jesus 
told his disciples that many people will expect to enter 
heaven because of the good things they have done in God’s 
name, but the Judge of heaven and earth will say, “I do not 
know you.”

That does not mean we must not strive to be obedient 
to God. If Adam needed a helper when he was still without 
sin, in a perfect garden, then certainly we need to help and 
serve one another today. Our sinful nature is never an excuse 
for disobedience to God. Only those who reach heaven will 
be able to serve God without sin. Until then, plead for help 
to serve God for his glory and not your own.

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.
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A group of young men were talking together. These young 
men were good friends; they were healthy, strong, and ener-
getic, and usually their conversations were lighthearted and 
cheery. Until now, their lives had been carefree, full of fun 
and laughter. Today, however, was different. One of their 
friends had died unexpectedly. This had made them think 
about death and what happens afterward. One of them was 
saying, “he was a good person. he went to church, so I’d 
say he’s in heaven now.”

Another young man in the group, John, had been very 
quiet until now, listening without comment to what his 
friends were saying. he had been brought up in a home 
where the Bible was treasured. Though John had neglected 
his Bible lately, he had not forgotten the teachings of his 
godly parents. Now he broke into the conversation. “Going 
to church is not what gets a person into heaven. We are not 
saved by being good people or doing good things. I can tell 
you what the Bible says about getting to heaven.”

The young men looked in surprise at their friend. They 
had no idea John knew anything about the Bible. John con-
tinued boldly, “We are all sinners in need of salvation. We 
cannot save ourselves—not by going to church or being 
good or doing good works. Salvation is only through Jesus 
Christ. he died and rose again to save sinners, and only 
those who believe in him are saved. The Bible says, ‘But 
these [things] are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name’ ” ( John 20:31).

As John spoke, he became more and more passionate. 
his friends listened in astonishment, until one of them said, 
“John, you are talking to us about all this, but you are not 
saved yourself !”

The accusation struck John’s heart like a thunderbolt, 
and a look of shame passed over John’s face. “No,” he admit-
ted softly, “I’m sorry to say that I am not.” Turning away, 
John tried to hide the tears. he hurried off so that his friends 

Anything New?
Story For Children



would not hear the sobs that were almost choking him. For 
a long time, he wandered around the school grounds alone. 
Yet, he was not alone. The holy Spirit was with him, using 
his own words to awaken his conscience. Since he had left 
home to continue his education, John had avoided his Bible 
and pushed away the godly instruction of his parents. In a 
secluded corner of the school campus, John knelt and poured 
out his heart to God. he confessed that he was a sinner who 
had turned his back on God. he asked for forgiveness for 
his rebellion and rejection of the gospel.

And the almighty God, who is near those who call upon 
him, heard and answered John’s prayer. John found that the 
words he had spoken to his friends were true. he knew—not 
only in his mind, but also in his heart—that “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief ” 
(1 Timothy 1:15). The truth that the Savior came into the 
world to save sinners became very precious to him now. he 
was a sinner, and Christ Jesus was just the Savior he needed. 
The holy Spirit showed him that “the blood of Jesus Christ 
[God’s] Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7b). So John 
was enabled to trust in Christ alone for salvation.

John could not wait to tell his friends what had hap-
pened. The next morning, he met them at school. “hello, 
John!” they called, “Anything new this morning?” It was a 
casual greeting, but John’s response was hardly casual!

“Yes!” he smiled. “I will tell you what’s new! God has 
given me a new heart! I am a new creation!”

Once again John’s friends looked at him in astonish-
ment. John told them in detail what had happened the 
night before. he concluded by repeating, “It’s not what we 
do, but what Christ has done that saves us. ‘For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast’ ” 
(Ephesians 2:8–9).

This answer astonished his friends and even John him-
self, but it had been in the passage of Scripture he had read 
that morning. he had been thinking about it and thanking 
God for the simplicity of the gospel when he had met his 
friends that morning. It was new to John because now it was 
a reality for him, not just something he heard others talk 
about. It was new to John’s friends because they had never 
heard the gospel explained this way before.

Children, has this gospel ever become real to you, too? 
Or is it just something you only hear about? The gospel 
of the grace of God is the light that delivers sinners from 
death and darkness. “Through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye could not be justi-
fied by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38b–39). You too must 
rest in the Lord Jesus Christ. You must find salvation in 
him who took the place of guilty sinners (Acts 5:31; Eze-
kiel 11:19, 20; 2 Corinthians 5:17). he was buried and rose 
again the third day to conquer sin and death. You are also 
a sinner in need of salvation. Nothing and no one else can 
save you but the blood of the Lamb of God. have you asked 
the Savior for salvation? “For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich” 
(2 Corinthians 8:9). Jesus taught his disciples how to pray 
(Luke 11:1–13).

Adapted from Echoes of Grace, Volume 2. St. Louis, Mo.: Bible Truth Depot, n.d., 
pp. 81–85.
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1. his
2. taken
3. morning
4. following
5. knowing
6. after
7. why
8. again
9. victory
10. assembled

11. Didymus
12. world
13. see
14. midst
15. receive
16. therefore
17. command
18. great
19. are
20. tales

21. believe
22. delivered
23. beseech
24. enter
25. who
26. “I know 

that my 
Redeemer 
liveth”  
( Job 19:25a).
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Breanna Averink
Rachel Averink
Marianna Beeke
Sarah Beeke
Lauren Bilkes (2)
Malachi Bilkes
Seth Bilkes (2)
Zach Bilkes
Robert Boatwright
Leah Boerkoel
Phillip Boerkoel

Silvia Boerkoel
Becky Boot
Shelly Boot
Don R. Cox
Natasha Eckhardt
Benjamin Epp
Jacob Koppert
Lydia Koppert
Rachel Koppert
Elijah Meschke (2)
Lukas Meschke (2)

Nick Meschke
Calum Morrison
Christie Newell
Jonathan Scherer

Zachary Tanis
Lauren TenElshof 
Melanie VanDalen

1 2 3 4 5

16 17 18 19

26 27 28

15 29 20 6

25 33 32 31 30

21

14 24 23 22

7

13 12 11 10 9 8

Look up the Scripture passages and place the missing word in the puzzle. The last letter of 
each word becomes the first letter of the next one. Pay attention to the message of each 
text and ask the Holy Spirit to apply it to your heart.Puzzle

Banner Puzzles and Questions  
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 

540 Crescent St. NE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send  
your puzzle answers to:

 1. “Let your     therefore be perfect with the LORD our God”  
(1 Kings 8:61).

 2. “Sanctify yourselves     , and be ye holy” (Leviticus 20:7).
 3. “Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only     

continually” (Genesis 6:5).
 4. “But Samuel ministered before the     , being a child”  

(1 Samuel 2:18).
 5. “    from evil, and do good” (Psalm 34:14).
 6. “    in the LORD, and do good” (Psalm 37:3).
 7. “That     do good, that     be rich in good works”  

(1 Timothy 6:18).
 8. “Bear     one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2).
 9. “Be ye therefore perfect,     as your Father which is in heaven 

is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).
10. “And     , Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee”  

(Deuteronomy 10:12).
11. “Zealous of good    ” (Titus 2:14).
12. “Let your light so     before men” (Matthew 5:16).
13. “For there is not a just man upon    ” (Ecclesiastes 7:20).
14. “Be ye     ; for I am    ” (1 Peter 1:16).
15. “    yourselves unto the LORD” (2 Chronicles 30:8).
16. “But be ye     of the word, and not hearers only” ( James 1:22).
17. “    the LORD with gladness” (Psalm 100:2).

18. “But love ye your     , and do good” (Luke 6:35).
19. “And whosoever of you will be the chiefest,     be servant of all”  

(Mark 10:44).
20. “    us do good unto all men” (Galatians 6:10).
21. “Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named    ”  

(Acts 9:36).
22. “Serve the LORD with     your heart” (1 Samuel 12:20).
23. “Give to drink unto one of these     ones a cup of cold water”  

(Matthew 10:42).
24. “Make you perfect in     good work to do his will”  

(hebrews 13:21).
25. “But I am among     as he that serveth” (7).
26. “To provoke     love and to good works” (hebrews 10:24).
27. “Ye also     to wash one another’s feet” ( John 13:14).
28. “In all things shewing     a pattern of good works” (Titus 2:7)
29. “And began to wash the disciples’    ” ( John 13:5).
30. “Therefore     him that knoweth     do good, and doeth it 

not,     him it is sin” ( James 4:17).
31. “Inasmuch as ye did it not to     of the least of these, ye did it 

not to me” (Matthew 25:45).
32. “    a child is known by his doings” (Proverbs 20:11).
33. “    by works of righteousness which we have done” (Titus 3:5).
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HRC YoutH Camp 2012
Wisdom: The FounTain oF LiFe

What daily choices do you make? Did you know that those choices reveal whether you follow Wisdom or Folly? 
There are two ways to live: pursue wisdom or pursue folly. The holy Spirit through Solomon implores us to seek 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is true Wisdom. he is both our source of wisdom for our relationship with him, and 
our pattern of wisdom for making wise choices. If we follow him as Wisdom, we will find real purpose and joy in 
life. When we follow Christ he promises spiritual and eternal life, lifetime guidance and happiness in contrast to 
the fading and temporary pleasures of folly. Join with us as we explore the wisdom Solomon has written about in 
Proverbs and how it applies to all spheres of our life.

Topics: Wisdom’s Source Wisdom’s Friends
 Wisdom’s Words Wisdom’s Calling
 Wisdom’s Rewards panel Discussion

Youth camp 2012 will be held D.V. Tuesday, July 10 through Friday, July 13 at Camp Michawana, hastings, 
MI. All young people (grade 10–age 25) are encouraged to attend. Speakers will include: Dr. Beeke, Pastor 
Fintelman, Pastor Molenaar, Dr. Murray, Pastor Serafini, and Pastor VanderZwaag. The format is similar to past 
years with topics, workshops, activities, and fellowship. Details, photos, and registration forms can be accessed at 
www.hnrc.org/ministries/youth-conference. Brochures and registration forms will be available in the churches 
and online April 2012.

The fee for the camp is $180.00 (US funds only). This includes all meals and lodging. Full-time campers 
may deduct $25 if registrations are postmarked by June 1, in which case the camp fee is $155.00. (Please submit 
your application early; late registrations require LOTS of last minute work for us to provide for your lodging and food!)

If you have any questions, contact Gary and Cindy Kwekel (616) 281-2065; gckwekel@peoplepc.com, or  
Tim and Brenda Pols (616) 536-2171; polst76@gmail.com.

HeRitage SpRing RetReat
Mark your calendar. The 4th annual heritage Spring Retreat will be 
held Monday, May 21, through Thursday, May 24, 2012, the Lord 
willing. This retreat is for young adults ages 18–30. The location 
will again be the Circle-Square Ranch near Brantford, Ontario. 
Updates have been made at heritageretreat.ca, check them out. This 
year’s theme will be “Wisdom: Our Road Map For Christ-centered 
Living.” After in introduction of Wisdom Through the Lights, various 
topics will include Wisdom in Learning, Wisdom in Love, Wisdom in 
Leading, Wisdom in Liberty, Wisdom in Language, and then closing 
out these messages will be Wisdom as Lights. Speakers will include 
Pastors Bilkes, Kranendonk, and Neels, and also Mr. D. VanBrugge. 
There will be several workshops which focus upon three areas: per-
sonal Bible study, mentoring, and fear/worry. We look forward to 
seeing you in May at the retreat for, what we trust and pray, will be 
a spiritually profitable time.

— heritage Spring Retreat Organizing Committee

obituaRY
KLEYN, Chadwick John, age 31, passed away on Sunday, March 18, 2012 in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Chad was a beloved and special son of Carol Fewless 
and G. Jhon Kleyn. he was preceded in death by his grandparents, hendrik Kleyn, 
and Martin and Maria Arnoudse. Chad is survived by his parents, Carol and Bob 
Fewless, and G. Jhon and Alison Kleyn; Sister/brother-in-law, Nicole (Aaron) 
Cope; Brother/sister-in-law, Evan (Melissa) Kleyn; Step-brother and step-sisters; 
Grandmother, “Oma” Anna Kleyn; niece and nephew, Annalie and Graham Cope. 
(Dr. J. R. Beeke, Psalm 139:13–16).
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Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices  
will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the  
editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

News  &  Announcements

what to bring
All campers should bring a Bible, sleeping bag, 

pillow, � ashlight, and bug repellent. You may wish 

to have an umbrella, camera or additional read-

ing material as well. A book table will also be set 

up, and campers may wish to bring money (U.S. 

Funds) to purchase books, or for special activities.

Camp Michawana o� ers a wide variety of 

activities. At the lake, you may swim, � sh, canoe, 

or kayak. The athletic � eld is perfect for soccer, 

football, or ultimate Frisbee. Volleyball courts are 

also available. Inside, ping-pong tables will be set 

up. Bring along whatever you might wish to use 

for these activities.

questions? comments?
Please feel free to give us a call! 

Your camp directors this year are:

Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Cindy Kwekel

616-281-2065
gckwekel@peoplepc.com

Mr. and Mrs. Tim & Brenda Pols

616-536-2171
polst76@gmail.com

registration
You can register in two ways:

1. Print the registration form and send it, along 

with a check in US dollars to HRC Youth Confer-

ence. Mail to:
Tim and Brenda Pols
451 Green Meadow Ct. SE

Caledonia, MI 49316

2. Use our online registration form. You can pay 

with your credit/debit card (Visa, MasterCard, 

American Express, and Discover) all without hav-

ing a PayPal account. 

Camp Michawana
5800 Head Lake Rd., Hastings, MI 49058

Need accommodations before or after camp? 

Call Mrs. Joan Vroegindewey at 616-956-1960.

workshops
O� ered twice on Wednesday and Thursday

Mission Work Q & A
Pastor Cees Molenaar

Uses and Misuses of our Talents

Dr. David Murray

Meditating
Pastor Johnny Sera� ni

Understanding Girls 101 (for Guys)

???

Understanding Guys 101 (for Girls)

Dr. Joel Beeke

conference rules
The conference rules are outlined on the back of 

the application form, and you are asked to obey 

these guidelines out of love. They are intended 

to provide Christian direction to your behavior 

and its motives. If followed, they will enrich the 

camp environment and allow for the greatest 

possible growth among us. Thank you for your 

cooperation.
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Beloved Congregations,
It is with a reverential sense of thanksgiving to God that we provide this brief summary of some of the more 

substantive decisions made at the heritage Reformed Synod on March 29 at Burgessville, Ontario. We are greatly 
humbled and gladdened by our Lord’s rich provision of brotherly love, cooperation, and peace as we grappled with 
issues great and small. We give him all the honor for guiding us once again, and pray that he bless that which is 
consistent with his will and forgive anything and everything that was amiss in his holy sight.

here are the highlights that we wish to pass along to you at this time with the understanding that a fuller 
accounting of matters will be given in the next BSGT, as is customary, God sparing us.

• The spiritual welfare reports were given by the churches. Later in the meeting we were also privileged to hear similar 
reports given concerning our foreign mission endeavors. The grace of God still evidently shines among us. But the 
enemy of souls is also hard at work. The increases in Christian discipline cases and other challenges remind us that 
we are very much the church militant in need of the ongoing, personal ministry of Jesus Christ through the holy 
Spirit.

• Delegates from the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), Free Reformed Churches of North America, and the 
United Reformed Churches addressed Synod. The delegate from the Reformed Presbyterian Churches of North 
America was unable to attend due to family circumstances.

• The Theological Seminary Committee, and subsequently Synod, gave permission to hRC PRTS student David 
VanBrugge to speak an edifying word in the churches.

• Synod unanimously agreed to issue a call through the Grand Rapids congregation to Pastor Mark Kelderman to 
the position of Dean of Spiritual Formation at PRTS. We also unanimously voted to call Dr. Michael Barrett to 
the position of Academic Dean. A detailed explanation of both of these important positions appears in this issue 
of the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth (see page 2 of the PRTS Update).

• Synod approved a $2.8 million addition to the current PRTS facility contingent on 75% of this amount being 
pledged before construction is begun.

• The Tent Making Ministry Fund’s name has been changed to the “Outreach Ministers Support Fund” to better 
reflect the purpose of this fund.

• The Church Visitation booklet has been updated and expanded for greater service to the churches.

• The Student Support Fund is greatly in need of support. This fund, as the name implies, is currently supporting 
the families and the training of one student, one pastor/post graduate student, and one candidate for the ministry.

• Synod adopted a revised policy that governs the Emeritus Fund. This fund supplies the needs of incapacitated and/
or retired ministers and their families including widows of ministers. There is continuing need for the churches to 
supply this fund with their offerings.

• The 2013 Office Bearer’s Conference will feature a topic on church planting by Rev. Daniel hyde.

…all of the above the Lord willing.

Psalm 126:3 is often quoted, “The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.” But we may indeed 
repeat these words in all sincerity as we ref lect on the goodness of the Lord shown to us during the course of all the 
meetings and presentations given during Synod week. It is our prayer that the Lord would be magnified and the 
congregations encouraged by his abundant care for us.

With Christian love,
The Moderamen of Synod,

Pastor Foppe VanderZwaag, Chairman
Pastor Bartel Elshout, Vice Chairman
Pastor David Lipsy, Secretary
Elder Pieter Stam, Treasurer

 Major  Synodical  Decisions
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national neWS
NASA Computer SpeCiAliSt Fired For hiS BelieFS

A computer specialist at NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory, who worked as a team 
leader on the Cassini mission exploring Sat-
urn and its many moons, is going to court 
over allegations that he was wrongfully ter-
minated from his job of fifteen years because 
of his belief in intelligent design (Intelligent 

design is the belief that a ‘higher Power’ must have had a hand in 
creation because life is too complex to have developed through evolu-
tion). he claims he was discriminated against because he engaged his 
co-workers in conversations about intelligent design.

Judge ruleS For oBJeCtiNg phArmACiStS
Washington State cannot force pharmacies to sell “Plan B” or other 
emergency contraceptives, a federal judge ruled, saying the state’s true 
goal was to suppress religious objections by druggists—not to promote 
timely access to the medicines for people who need them. The lawsuit 
claimed state rules violate the constitutional rights of pharmacists by 
requiring them to dispense such medicine. Washington requires phar-
macies to dispense any medication for which there is a community 
need and to stock a representative assortment of drugs needed by their 
patients. (Comcast News)

SeveN StAteS Sue over  
oBAmA Birth CoNtrol CoverAge rule

Seven states have asked a federal judge to block an Obama adminis-
tration mandate that requires birth control coverage for employees of 
religious-affiliated hospitals, schools, and outreach programs. The law-
suit, filed in U.S. District Court of Nebraska, alleges that the new rule 
violates the First Amendment rights of groups that object to the use of 
contraceptives. The rule, announced as part of the Federal health Care 
Law, has come under fire from religious groups that object to the use of 
contraceptives, sterilization, and abortion-inducing drugs. In response 
to the criticism, Obama administration officials have said they will 
shift the requirement from the employers to health insurers themselves. 
The lawsuit was filed by attorneys general from Nebraska, Florida, 
Michigan, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, and Texas. (US News)

inteRnational neWS
ASCeNSioN dAy

Luke 24:50 states that 
Christ’s Ascension 
took place in Bethany, 
a village down the east 
slope of the Mount 
of Olives about 1.5 
miles (2 km) away, 
while it appears from 
Acts 1:12 that it took 
place on the Mount 
of Olives. After the 
Ascension, the apos-
tles are described as 
returning to Jerusalem 
from the mount that 

is called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, within a 
Sabbath day’s journey. 
Tradition has conse-
crated this site as the 
Mount of Ascension.

Before the conver-
sion of Constantine in 
312 AD, early Christians 
honored the Ascension 
of Christ in a cave on 
the Mount of Olives. 
By 384, the place of the 
Ascension was venerated 
on the present open site, uphill from the cave. The Chapel of the 
Ascension is a Christian and Muslim holy site now believed to mark 
the approximate place where Jesus ascended into heaven.

ASCeNSioN dAy oBServANCeS
Despite Christianity being a minority religion in Muslim dominated 
Indonesia, Ascension Day is a public holiday and special services take 
place at churches throughout the country. Ascension Day is not a 
federal public holiday in Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, or 
America. It is a public holiday in some countries, including Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and Vanuatu (a South Pacific Island).

NetherlANdS diSpAtCheS moBile  
euthANASiA uNitS

The Netherlands recently launched mobile euthanasia units, which 
allows teams of doctors and nurses to visit very sick patients whose 
physicians have refused to end their lives. The Netherlands voted to 
legalize euthanasia in 2002. The program, called Levenseinde, meaning 
“Life End,” was initiated by the world’s largest euthanasia organization, 
with 130,000 members, based in the Netherlands. The mobile program 
is free to Dutch citizens. (MSNBC)

peRSeCution FoCuS: CHina
exploSive growth oF ChriStiANity iN irAN

Despite the Iranian government’s ongoing crackdown of Christians 
living in this primarily Islamic country, the number of Muslims 
converting to Christianity is growing at an explosive rate, accord-
ing to the persecution watchdog group Open Doors USA. There is 
even talk of witnessing a Christian revival, especially among young 
people living in the country, say Open Doors ministry workers in 
the Middle East.

A house church movement within Iran is part of that revival and 
has triggered “many secret meetings.” The growth in the number of 
Christians is happening in all regions, but mostly in larger cities.

Iran is ranked fifth on the Open Doors 2012 World Watch List of 
the top 50 worst persecutors of Christians. (Zionica)

 Christian  World  View
JohN goudzwAArd

Dome oF tHe  
aSCenSion

mount oF oliveS, toDaY
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B.N.: Thank you so much for your willingness to be interviewed 
about your Christ-centered book which I enjoyed reading. I espe-
cially liked your writing style—clear, concise, and practical. Here 
are some of my questions for you about your work.

1. Can you please briefly define the word parable? And, 
what is the unique contribution of your book to the study 
of Christ’s parables?

A parable is a shorter or longer word-picture that focuses 
on a certain truth and affects hearts with it. The prophet 
Nathan told the parable of the rich man who took a poor 
man’s only lamb to uncover David to his adultery with 
Bathsheba. In my book, I am looking not only at what the 
parables of Christ mean, but how they search our hearts.

2. You say that “in the parables, Christ is intentionally 
veiling or concealing His glory and the glory of His king-
dom” (p. 10). Can you please explain more to us what you 
mean by this thought-provoking assertion?

When the disciples asked Christ why he taught in para-
bles, Christ made clear that he had a dual aim. For example, 
in Matthew 13:10–17, he showed that people will respond 
to the parables either in a way that shows that they have 
faith, and thus understand (at least in principle) the signifi-
cance of the parable, or will not truly receive the parable 
because of unbelief. It is not just so that this is an unfortu-
nate result of the parables, but the intended purpose of them.

Many people have difficulty with this idea that God 
would actually hide his truth from someone. Some scholars 
have done some theological gymnastics to get around this 
point, but a problem arises when we decide to interpret the 
parables differently from Christ’s intent. Should it surprise us 
that the parables of the kingdom should be spoken in a way 
that has all the hallmarks of glorious sovereignty?

I give the example in my book of infiltrating enemy ter-
ritory like the Allied forces did at the end of World War II 
in Western Europe. They dropped messages “in-code” in 
order to communicate with their allies, all the while con-

cealing their true purposes to their enemies. This may help 
us understand why the parables are like messages “in-code,” 
both concealing and revealing.

3. I like what you mention near the end of your book: 
“a true student of the parables will find Calvary in the 
parables and see the parables leading to Calvary” (p. 225). 
Can you please give us some practical tips on how to read 
the parables through the lens of Calvary?

Many people have been trained to think that the parables 
teach a moral lesson or two, and at times that is certainly 
true. however, it should not surprise us that the parables of 
the kingdom have the watermark of the King on them, and 
that the most important part of his work, his death, and 
his resurrection are never far away from them. In the book, 
I intentionally pursue how Christ shows himself in each 
parable. To give one example, we can only understand the 
parable of the great supper (Luke 14:15–24) filled with the 
poor, maimed, halt, and blind as the great gospel provision 
that Christ brings through his mediatorial work, dying that 
sinners might have life, and that abundantly.

4. What books can you recommend to readers who would 
like to learn more about the parables of Christ?

There is no shortage of books on the parables, many of 
which are helpful. A recent scholarly book, filled with lots 
of information, is by Klyne Snodgrass (Stories with Intent 
[Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010]). For a more popular and 
yet very helpful volume, try Terry L. Johnson’s The Parables 
of Jesus (Fearn, Ross-shire: Christian Focus, 2007).

5. What projects are you currently working on?
I am working on a companion volume on the miracles 

of Jesus, as well as a study of the message of Galatians. I 
also have one or two things I would like to publish relating 
to the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, as well as the 
Bible’s teaching on apostasy.

An Interview with Gerald M. Bilkes  
about his book 

Glory Veiled and Unveiled:  
A Heart-Searching Look at Christ’s Parables 
(Reformation Heritage Books, 2012, 229 pp., paperback, $9.00)

Interviewed by Brian G. Najapfour
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An Interview with Joel R. Beeke  
about his book 

Friends and Lovers: Cultivating 
Companionship and Intimacy in Marriage
(Cruciform Press, 2012, 96 pp., paperback, $7.00 from RHB)

Interviewed by Brian G. Najapfour

B.N.: Thank you so much for your willingness to be interviewed 
about your book that is filled with godly wisdom. As a newly 
married husband, I read this volume with great profit. I especially 
liked the biblical, pastoral, practical, honest, and balanced tone of 
your book. Here are some of my questions for you about your work.

1. Can you please briefly explain why friendship and 
sexual intimacy are “two key ingredients in a vital mar-
riage” (p. 8)? 

From the beginning, God designed marriage to be 
a bond of personal and sexual unity. Genesis 2:24 says, 
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one f lesh.” 
Cleaving (or clinging) expresses the commitment or bond 
of a shared life. One f lesh expresses sexual intimacy. It is 
interesting that the desires of women tend to major on the 
bond of friendship, and the desires of men on the sexual 
bond. In reality, we need both to make a vibrant marriage. 
There is something inexpressibly beautiful about making 
love with your spouse as your best friend, and sharing life 
with your lover.

2. You say that “few books on marriage include even one 
chapter on friendship” (p. 13). Why do you think this is so?

That’s a hard question to answer with certainty. Perhaps 
part of the reason is that we have become a culture obsessed 
with skills but awkward about relationships. There are lots 
of books about how to find your dream mate, how to com-
municate well, how to make love well, how to avoid tragedy, 
etc. But as a culture, North Americans don’t seem to know 
how to “be together” well.

Another factor may be the negative inf luence of com-
munications media. We have traded real friendships for 
superficial forms of intimacy f lashing on screens both large 
and small. Social media allow people to network and share 
information at an unprecedented rate. These are useful tools 
for work and business, but they are no substitute to eating 
dinner together every night, talking about what’s going on 
in your hearts and lives, reading and discussing the Bible, 
and praying hand-in-hand in the presence of the living, 
triune God.

3. I like what you mention on page 45: “The gospel of Christ 
energizes us to enjoy sex as a sacred passion.” Can you 
please further elaborate your thoughts on this statement?

Sex is not a sacred act in the same sense as trusting in 
Christ or worshiping God. It is not something especially 
produced by the saving grace of God. Sex is part of the cre-
ated order, a common grace given by God to all mankind 
when he made us in his image. It is his will for all married 
people to delight sexually in their spouses (Prov. 5:18–19).

Sex falls into the category of blessings to which Paul 
referred in 1 Timothy 4:4–5: “For every creature [creation] 
of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received 
with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the word of God 
and prayer.” That means that the gospel of God’s grace pro-
duces in us a holiness and gratitude that makes our use of 
God’s creation clean and beautiful again despite our fallen, 
sinful nature.

The gospel teaches us to love because God first loved 
us (1 John 4:19). The spiritual love of God in Christ then 
moves us to love other people, especially our spouses (Eph. 
5:2, 25). That motivates us to do everything in our marriage 
with kindness, delight, and gratitude. So the grace of God 
in Christ makes us into passionate lovers.

4. What books can you recommend to someone who 
would like to grow more in companionship and intimacy 
with his or her spouse in marriage?

Some good books on marriage are R. C. Sproul, The Inti-
mate Marriage; Alan Dunn, Gospel Intimacy in a Godly Mar-
riage; William Gouge, Of Domestical Duties; Gary Thomas, 
Sacred Marriage; and Gary Chapman, Covenant Marriage.

5. What writing projects are you currently working on?
Mark Jones and I are finishing a major book titled A Puri-

tan Theology: Doctrine for Life, which is the first Puritan sys-
tematic theology ever written. It will explore what the Puritans 
taught on about sixty subjects of systematic theology. I am also 
working on a book about Christian zeal, a book of devotions 
revolving around feasting with Christ in the Lord’s Supper, 
a book explaining Reformed experiential preaching, a book 
on Puritan preparation for saving faith, and various articles.



In the Reformed church today, there are some very basic 
and important questions young people are asking about the 
Reformed faith. Many of these questions pursue a proper 
view of the covenant. We want to try to unfold for you a 
biblical framework for the idea of covenant and what it 
means for us in our daily lives. Also, we want to point out 
some of the problems which are surfacing in Reformed 
churches because of a departure from the Word of God and 
the church’s confessions; this will hopefully arm you and 
make you ready to defend the faith. That being said, we 
also recognize that there can be differences in our expres-
sion of covenant ideas and theology, but before we judge 
others as unsound we need to hear what they really mean, 
lest we condemn them before truly listening. Even in the 
past couple hundred years, differing views of covenant have 
caused churches and denominations to split. This tells us 
that the issue is a very important one.

A more modern term for covenant is contract. We live 
in a time when contracts are used every day in the busi-
ness world. Many people even write up contracts for their 
marriages rather than exchanging the traditional wedding 
vows. By far most of the contracts we are familiar with are 
two-sided. In other words, both parties involved have a say 
in what is in the agreement. Both the man and the woman 
agree to live within the parameters of the agreement as long 
as they are man and wife; and if either one breaks this con-
tract, they are excused from fulfilling their obligations. This 
is especially true when we make our vows before the Lord 
and the congregation. We are vowing to uphold the sacred-
ness of marriage and this unity until “death do us part.”

In some very rare instances, contracts can impact us even 
though we may have had no part in forming them and need 
not do anything to fulfill them. Take, for example, a will. We 
could be a recipient or benefactor of a will made by someone 
with whom we are only vaguely familiar. This could be called 
a one-sided covenant. Everything depends on whoever made 
the agreement, even though we receive the blessings of it.

The Bible is filled with the language and practice of cov-
enants. The idea of covenant certainly includes communion 
and fellowship. We see that especially in marriage: this is 

a very intimate covenant or agreement that is more than 
just words on paper—it’s a living and vital relationship. 
The same is true of many of the covenants we see in the 
Scripture. Even the very word we use to describe the Old 
and New Testaments, the word testament, reminds us of 
covenant. The word occurs nearly three hundred times in 
the Bible and in the Old Testament alone it appears about 
250 times. Covenant comes from a word which means “to 
cut.” In other words, when two people would make an 
agreement, they would “cut” a covenant. When a covenant 
was made in the ancient world, animals would be cut in 
half with the two parts over against each other with a 
space between. The two parties involved in making the 
covenant would walk between the two halves. The mean-
ing was clear: if either party did not fulfill their part and 
obligation in the agreement, they were subject to the same 
fate as these animals. They were worthy to be cut in two.

You might already be thinking about Genesis 15, where 
something very similar happened to Abram. It is striking 
that only God walked between these halves on that occa-
sion while Abram lay in a deep sleep. God made a one-side 
covenant. Abram did not simply adopt this pagan practice 
as one of many to live by; God himself had commanded 
Abram to do this. The point here is that God did not come 
to mankind and say, “Let’s make a covenant together.” he 
says, “I will establish My covenant with you.” This refers 
to the covenant of grace, which we will expand upon in 
future articles.

Most of you reading this article are members of this 
covenant of grace; you have received the sign and seal of it in 
baptism. But the question is whether this has had an impact 
on how you are presently living. Are you a living member of 
that covenant? have you considered what God has promised 
in it, and what your responsibility is to him in response?

Rev. Mark Kelderman is pastor of the heritage Netherlands Reformed Con-
gregation of Burgessville, Ontario. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of 
the heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@execulink.com; 
kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.

Cutting   a 
Covenant

Corner for Teens
rev. Mark kelderMan & rev. MaarTen kuivenhoven
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Jesus Christ’s Ascension

Dear Graduate: Don’t Waste  
Your Life—Follow God Fully!

Beginnings

Obedience or Legalism?

In thIs Issue

One there is, above all others,
Well deserves the name of  Friend;
His is love beyond a brother’s,
Costly, free, and knows no end:
They who once His kindness prove,
Find it everlasting love!

Which of  all our friends to save us,
Could or would have shed their blood?
But our Jesus died to have us
Reconciled, in Him to God:
This was boundless love indeed!
Jesus is a Friend in need.

When He lived on earth abased,
Friend of  sinners was His name;
Now, above all glory raised,
He rejoices in the same:
Still He calls them brethren, friends,
And to all their wants attends.

Could we bear from one another,
What He daily bears from us?
Yet this glorious Friend and Brother,
Loves us though we treat Him thus:
Though for good we render ill,
He accounts us brethren still.

O for grace our hearts to soften!
Teach us, Lord, at length to love;
We, alas! forget too often,
What a Friend we have above:
But when home our souls are brought,
We will love Thee as we ought.

   —  JOHN NeWTON
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