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God of my life, through all my days, 
My grateful powers shall sound Thy praise; 
My song shall wake with opening light, 
And cheer the dark and silent night.

When anxious cares would break my rest, 
And griefs would tear my throbbing breast, 
Thy tuneful praises, raised on high, 
Shall check the murmur and the sigh.

When death o’er nature shall prevail, 
And all its powers of language fail, 
Joy through my swimming eyes shall break 
And mean the thanks I cannot speak.

But O! when that last conflict’s o’er, 
And I am chained to earth no more, 
With what glad accents shall I rise 
To join the music of the skies!

Soon shall I learn the exalted strains 
Which echo through the heavenly plains; 
And emulate, with joy unknown, 
The glowing seraphs round the throne.

The cheerful tribute will I give, 
Long as a deathless soul shall live; 
A work so sweet, a theme so high, 
Demands and crowns eternity.

— PHILIP DODDRIDGE
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One can hardly imagine a more difficult activity than to rebuke pride, particularly in ourselves. This is so, not because 
there is any lack of it in us, but because pride blinds us to its own existence. Pride blinds us to pride.

Pride is the wellspring of all other sins. It was the first sin that begat all other. Its prevalence is so endemic to 
the human condition, it is easy to become desensitized to its presence. But it exists every time we do or think or say 
anything contrary to God’s Word or omit anything expected of us by the living God. How so? Because whenever 
we sin in any way, whether by omission or commission, we in effect exalt our will above God’s. This is pride. Every 
sin is a manifestation of pride.

How do we rebuke this beast? In others, with patience, compassion, and love. Patience because we ourselves are 
full of it. Compassion because we know how hateful this sin is to God and how dreadful a person’s condition before 
Him is when caught in pride’s clutches. Love because we want to see the other person conformed to God’s image, 
which is the very opposite of pride.

How do we rebuke pride in ourselves? By several means.
First, we need to frequent often the cross of Jesus Christ. Why? Because that is the best place to see the true and 

wretched value of that which opposes God’s will. The spiritually and physically pummeled Savior died there because 
of our pride. A fresh, believing sight of Jesus Christ and Him crucified is a truly divine cordial against pride.

Second, we need the help of others. Having considered the blinding tendency of pride, we note that God often 
uses others to point out pride in us. We rebuke our pride by listening to their rebukes. The problem here, of course, 
is that our pride makes us resistant to receiving hearty counsel from others. And few of us have friends who love us 
enough to speak the truth in love when we need to hear it. So prayer is needed, in the moment, for the grace and 
humility to accept what others see, even if we don’t see it ourselves.

Third, we need the help of God. It is hard to maintain pride when spending considerable time with the Almighty. 
Prayerlessness stokes pride; prayer has a quenching tendency.

Finally, let us consider well Paul’s reminder to the Corinthians, “Who maketh thee to differ from another? and 
what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 
received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7–8). Whatever our abilities, our attainments, our acquisitions—all are gifts. Paul’s motto 
should be our practice: “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14).

The title of this essay is “How We Rebuke Pride.” Let’s change that to “How We Mortify Pride.” We do not 
rebuke a venomous snake; we behead it. Pride, like a fire revived, needs to be stamped out lest we be consumed in 
the conf lagration. Hasten the day, Lord, when pride will be extinguished once and forever!

Rev. David Lipsy is pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation in Burgessville, Ontario.

How We
Rebuke
Pride
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God does not distinguish His people from unbelievers by exempting them from aff liction. He distinguishes them 
by causing all things—even their aff lictions—to work out for their spiritual good and eternal deliverance. But how 
should we respond to aff lictions in order to best assure that we properly submit to Him in times of aff liction? Think 
of not only persecution, but also grief, an accident, physical sickness, depression, unemployment, a strained family 
relationship, abuse, or any other hardship. Any of these can trouble our souls and we might ask, “Why?”

God has His sovereign purpose for everything. Whatever God is doing, it is better for us to ask submissively: 
“Lord, what must I do? How should I respond so that this works for my good and Thy honor?”

The Bible’s answer is not an extensive “how-to” list that taps into man’s inner potential, but simply says, “by 
faith.” Faith directs us to entrust ourselves to God. Faith is exercised in a variety of ways, but every proper response 
to aff liction is rooted in faith.

This is best illustrated by Hebrews 11. Hebrew Christians faced all kinds of aff lictions in a hostile culture. To 
encourage them to persevere as Christians, the apostle pointed to Old Testament saints as examples. Here we find 
a wide spectrum of aff lictions. We can only list a few samples:

•	 How	could	Enoch	endure	living	in	such	wicked	times	just	before	the	Flood	(Heb.	11:5)?	How	can	you	spiritually	
survive in the wicked culture of our godless society? The same way Enoch did. Faith in God must be a living part 
of your daily walk. If God is for you, what can man do to you (Rom. 8:31)?

•	 How	could	Abram	leave	his	homeland,	not	knowing	where	the	Lord	was	leading	him	(Heb.	11:8)?	Is	God	taking	
you down an unfamiliar path? How can you avoid anxiety? As Abram did: by faith in the Lord who “leads you in 
the way you should go” (Isa. 48:17).

•	 How	could	Moses’	parents obey God rather than Pharaoh’s wicked command (Heb. 11:23)? How can we stand up 
against the immoral trends of our infant-killing culture and obey God rather than man? Only by faith in the Lord 
who is the sovereign King of kings.

•	 How	could	Moses	choose	to	“suffer	affliction	with	God’s	people”	and	resist	the	temptation	of	Egypt’s	treasures	and	
pleasures (Heb. 1:25)? The same way Joseph ran from a seductress. By faith in the LORD, whose name they did 
not forget in Egypt (cf. Gen. 39:9). By faith they valued the “reproach of Christ” more than Egypt’s treasures and 
pleasures and saw “him who is invisible” (Heb. 11:27).

Hebrews 11 also mentions that believers faced other dangers (cf. Heb. 11:27–30). They “stopped the mouth of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire…” (Heb. 11:33ff). How? These believers had no super powers ( James 5:17). It was 
simply by faith. Not that faith itself is a “magical potion” for physical or even psychological strength. While humanly 
weak, faith connected their soul to Christ (2 Cor. 12:10). For His Son’s sake, God puts all things under Christ’s feet 
for their good (Eph. 1:22). He also renews and sanctifies believers, preparing and preserving them for glory. Faith 
unites them to the Victorious One (1 John 5:4–5). Therefore they can endure “all things through Christ” (Phil. 4:13).

Friend, if you are aff licted but still an unbeliever, then you are in great danger. Your temporal aff liction is a prelude 
to eternity. Without faith in Jesus, you will face God’s final judgment and then a horrifying, everlasting aff liction. 
The worst way to cope with your aff liction is with an unbelieving heart. Do not ignore the call! Your aff liction calls 
you to repent and believe. Do not reject the Lord’s offer to deliver you from all aff lictions through salvation in Christ!

For the believer, aff liction is also a call to persevere in faith. Do not stumble in unbelief at your struggle. “Is any 
among you aff licted? let him pray” ( James 5:13). Call upon the Lord in the day of your trouble (Ps. 50:15). Believer, 
remember that Christ also “was oppressed and aff licted” (Isa. 53:7). Continue “looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross” (Heb. 12:2).

Looking unto Him, you too will enter into the joy of the Lord. He will “wipe all tears from your eyes” (Rev. 
21:4). Then with joy you will say, “Aff liction has been for my profit” (Ps. 119:71, cf. The Psalter 329:4). The best way 
to cope with aff liction is by faith in Christ, who exchanged His cross for a crown.

Rev. Pieter VanderMeyden is an emeritus pastor of the Free Reformed churches.

How to Cope with Aff liction
Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.

— PSALM 34:19
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Self-examination is a vital aspect of the Christian life. In his book Advice to A Young Christian (SGCB, 
2006), Jared Bell Waterbury writes, “The conscientious Christian should not suffer a single day to pass 
without an investigation of his moral character.” He goes on to state that “were long intervals to occur 
between the periods of self-examination, we should indeed experience much inconvenience and perplexity in 
performing the duty. We should then resemble the unskillful and heedless merchant, who, yielding to habitual 
negligence and hurry, defers posting his books until he is overwhelmed with their intricacy and magnitude. 
But let the duty be daily and thoroughly performed, and we rise to the standard of the skillful and prudent 
merchant, who duly records every item of business; who never closes his counting house, until his balance sheet 
is made up; and who, by a single reference, can tell the true state of his accounts, and form a correct estimate of 
his commercial standing” (pp. 83–84).

But how are we to do this? How are we to engage in proper self-examination? The first part of the Form for the 
Administration of the Lord’s Supper published in The Psalter (Eerdmans, 1927) provides some helpful suggestions. 
The form states that the true examination of ourselves consists of three parts: “First, that every one consider by 
himself, his sins and the curse due to him for them.” Here we learn that in order to examine ourselves properly we 
must know something of our sin. We must acknowledge not only that we have sinned, but that we are sinners and 
therefore deserve God’s wrath and condemnation. This knowledge, in turn, should cause us to “abhor” and “humble” 
ourselves before God, considering that the wrath of God against sin is so great “that (rather than it should go un-
punished) He hath punished the same in His beloved Son Jesus Christ with the bitter and shameful death of the 
cross.” In other words, we must also realize the seriousness of our sin. Our sin is so great that it cannot be ignored. 
The penalty must be paid and the only way it can be paid is through the death of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The second part of self-examination according to the form is that “everyone examine his own heart, whether 
he doth believe this faithful promise of God that all his sins are forgiven him only for the sake of the passion and 
death of Jesus Christ, and that the perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed and freely given him as his own, yea, so 
perfectly, as if he had satisfied in his own person for all his sins and fulfilled all righteousness.” Here we confess that 
the true Christian is one who is actively looking to and casting himself upon the Lord Jesus Christ—His active and 
passive obedience—as the only hope and ground of his salvation. The word “only” is important. The true Christian 
is not trusting in Christ plus something else (his sincerity, his experiences, his religious devotion, his good works); 
he is trusting in Christ and Christ alone. 

The third part of self-examination is that “every one examine his own conscience, whether he purposeth hence 
forth to show true thankfulness to God in his whole life and to walk uprightly before him; as also, whether he hath 
laid aside unfeignedly all enmity, hatred, and envy, and doth firmly resolve hence forward to walk in true love and 
peace with his neighbor.” Here we have the ultimate proof that we are a child of God: is there evidence of a changed 
life? Are we putting sin to death and are we striving—by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit—to live to the 
glory of God in all things by keeping His commandments? 

For many, this is very difficult to assess. They can say that they know they are sinners before God and that their 
only hope of salvation is in Jesus Christ. They can even speak of looking to the Lord in faith. But when it comes to 
living a life of holiness, they often see so many shortcomings. This can lead some of God’s children to doubt whether 
they are truly saved or whether they are only deceiving themselves. But we must remember, as the form goes on to 
state, that what distinguishes a child of the Lord from someone who is not is that the child of the Lord feels sorry 
for these weaknesses and shortcomings and is “earnestly desirous to fight against [his] unbelief and to live according 
to all the commandments of God.” Where this is the case, we have no reason to doubt our salvation. Where this is 
not the case, we are still in our sins. Which is it for you? Examine yourself whether you are in the faith!

Rev. Jack Schoeman is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in St. George, Ontario.

How We Engage in  
Self-Examination

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.
         — 2 CORINTHIANS 13:5
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Worldliness is when I absorb and embrace a way of thinking and living that is not submissive to God but is instead 
contrary to God. Worldliness is what the apostle John calls “the lust of the f lesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life” (1 John 2:16). We live in a very worldly world; in our experiences in life, we are always meeting worldly 
thinking and worldly inf luence and worldly pressure. This worldliness aims to access our own souls and, sadly, too 
often gets in. Too often it finds itself at home in our hearts and lives.

The Bible teaches us to f lee worldliness. To f lee means to run away as far as possible and fast as possible. John 
writes to Christians, “Love not the world” (1 John 2:15). Paul urges in Romans 12:2, “Be not conformed to this 
world.” What both mean is that we’re to live in such a way that we reject all ways of thinking and living that are 
directed by our sinful minds and hearts as well as inf luenced by the devil. That’s to f lee worldliness.

So how do we do that?
In the first place, let us seek to be renewed in our minds. Paul writes in Romans 12:2, “And be not conformed to 

this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” If we’re not going to be conformed to this world 
but truly transformed, then we have to experience mind renewal. And surely that means nothing else but getting a 
new mind through exposure to and absorption of God’s Word, all blessed to us by the Holy Spirit. If we would f lee 
worldliness, how diligent we should be in careful and prayerful reading and hearing of Scripture.

Already this point can be a test for us. If we are not getting new minds, very likely we are very worldly. Let us start 
with this basic, most fundamental point: “by the renewing of your mind.” So open the Bible. Read it with attention 
and prayer. Listen to it preached. Think over it constantly and discuss it with others. That’s the start.

In the second place, to f lee worldliness, let us commit to doing God’s will. John writes about this in 1 John 2. 
He makes the key point in verse 17 that “the world passeth away, and the lust thereof.” And then John says, “he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” John is contrasting those who love the world with those who do not love it. 
Those who do not love it are those who do God’s will. It’s both a mark of the godly and the way to godliness. When 
we keep God’s commandments and commit ourselves to joyful, thankful obedience to the Lord, then we find the 
world has no power over us.

This too is a test. Do you aim to do God’s commandments? Won’t this help you to f lee worldliness?
There is a third point to consider. John talks about the love of the Father. He writes in 1 John 2:15, “Love not 

the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 
You cannot love both the world and the Father. If you love the world, you don’t love the Father. And that means that 
you don’t know His love and you don’t show Him love. But at the same time, it must also be true that if you love 
the Father, if you know His love shed abroad in your heart through the Holy Spirit, if you know His love and also 
show Him love, how can you love the world? To use the form of the text but changing the words, “If any man love 
the Father, the love of the world is not in him.” It just can’t be!

So this too is a test. Maybe it’s the ultimate test. You cannot f lee worldliness unless you love the Father. But then, 
how can we not love the Father? Is He not “the Father of mercies and God of all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3), especially 
through His own beloved Son, Jesus Christ? And is He not all this even to undeserving sinners like us? Therefore, 
let us not love the world. What can it do for us? And besides, it is passing away (1 John 2:17). Let us not love the 
world, but let us love the all-beautiful Father, together with His all-glorious Son and the ever-blessed Holy Spirit. 
Let us love the triune God—really love Him. That is the way to f lee worldliness.

Rev. Joel Overduin is a pastor in the Free Reformed Church of Vineland, Ontario.

How to  Flee  
Worldliness



SEPTEMBER 2013 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 185

D
R. Jo

eL R. Beeke
EXPERIENTIAL BATTLES & GROW

TH

Backsliding is a season of increasing sin and decreasing obedi-
ence in those who profess to be Christians. Not every sin is 
backsliding. Christians must sadly expect their lives to consist 
of a continual cycle of sinning and repenting of sin by faith in 
Christ crucified (1 John 1:9–2:2). In backsliding, however, this 
cycle of repentance is largely broken and spiritual ground is lost. 
The longer we persist in backsliding, the less right we have to 
claim to be true Christians (1 John 2:3–4), for repentance is of 
the essence of true Christianity (Acts 2:38; 20:21).

Backsliding from Christ is thus a serious matter. It dis-
honors God, disregards Christ as Savior, grieves the Spirit, 
tramples God’s law underfoot, and abuses the gospel. And it is a sin as common as it is terrible. God laments in 
Hosea 11:7 that His people are “bent”—that is, prone—to backslide from Him. The propensity to sin resides in all 
of our hearts, as does a deep desire to avoid repentance. Little wonder, then, that God warns us so often in Hosea, 
Jeremiah, and other prophets to abhor and fight against backsliding.

Backsliding usually begins when believers let themselves drift from God, His Word, and His ways. We then slip 
away gradually, sometimes imperceptibly. One weakness leads to another. Most commonly, backsliding begins with 
coldness in prayer and then moves to indifference under the Word. Inner corruptions then multiply. The world is 
loved more and fellow believers are loved less. Man-centered hopes soon replace God-centered desires.

Backsliding reaps bitter results. It injures God’s holy and worthy name. It makes us spiritually numb so that our 
consciences become desensitized, and it results in the church’s overall decay. 

So how do we fight against this abominable sin—a sin that is so unworthy of our Lord?
First, we must return to the Lord and stop running from Him. We must heed Hosea 14:1, “Return unto the LORD 

thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.” We must repent by recognizing our sinful condition, remembering 
our past obedience, searching out our sin, grieving over it, confessing it, and f leeing from it.

Second, we must pursue righteousness by returning to Christ Jesus. To that end, we must return to a diligent 
use of the means of grace. That means returning seriously to the Bible. Attend diligently to sound preaching of it. 
Read it privately every day. Share regular devotions in your family. Memorize and meditate on key verses. Engage 
in a serious Bible study with one or more friends.

It also means returning diligently to prayer, even when you do not feel like it. Hosea 14:2 says: “Take with you 
words and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously.” Pray the Scriptures 
back to God. Attend and pray at prayer meetings. Pray with close friends. Pray daily in and with your family. Pray 
for the Holy Spirit to restore the weeks, months, or perhaps even years, that the locusts have eaten ( Joel 2:25).

Read solid, sound Christian literature that will do your soul good. As you read, pray much for grace—justifying 
grace, sanctifying grace, adopting grace, reviving grace, strengthening grace, reviving grace, and sovereign grace.

Buttress your reading by journaling and/or finding an accountability partner. Two good spiritually minded friends 
will do you more good than ten or twenty friends who may be Christians but with whom you cannot communicate 
from heart to heart.

Above all, take refuge to Christ Jesus every day—yes, ten times a day. Flee to Him as your Savior and Lord, your 
righteousness and strength, your justification and sanctification, your praying and thanking High Priest, and your 
able and wise Physician. Let Him be your all-in-all.

Don’t rest until you are in your old way of communion with Christ again. And be assured, He will receive you 
back. He is a Savior of second chances; He delights to forgive even seventy times seven.

Come back home to your approachable Savior who loves to receive penitent sinners. Welcome home penitent, 
backsliding prodigal—welcome home in Christ to the Father’s arms, lips, words, and tears of mercy (Luke 15:20–24). 
Your God and Savior delights in mercy (Micah 7:18). By the Spirit’s grace, believe this amazing truth, embrace it, 
and live it out.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.

How We Fight against  Backsliding
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The opening verse of Psalm 130 vividly portrays the gut-wrenching cry emanating from a soul deep-stricken with 
a loss of sensibility of God’s presence. The Puritan John Owen confessed to a young man who was seeking counsel 
from him that for twenty years he had preached of the one Mediator between God and man without possessing 
experimental knowledge of what he was proclaiming—until, as he says, “I was brought to the mouth of the grave, 
and under which my soul was oppressed with horror and darkness.” This is the soul malady known as spiritual deser-
tion and is a cross known only to the child of God. It refers to the depths into which our sovereign God at times, 
and according to His good pleasure, allows His people to plunge headlong. However profound these depths may 
be, they are not the depths of hell draped with the mist of darkness; there is in them no malice, condemnation, or 
wrath. Sink as the regenerate soul may into unfathomable depths of dread darkness, it ever finds the Rock of Ages 
beneath. The unregenerate indeed know of these depths but not in the manner of God’s children. It brings them no 
nearer to God and even serves to drive them further from God (Rev. 16:9).

The question, however, that arises deep within the heart of every believer is, “Why have I fallen into this God-forsaken 
pit? Has God finally rejected me and turned His face?” As in a moment, there is an acute sense of the loss of God’s love 
which the soul had previously delighted in (Rom. 8:15; 1 Pet. 1:8). The Holy Spirit who once shone so brightly in gospel 
assurance now seems to be a smoking flax. Where then, we ask, is that “love of God (which was) shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost?” But rest assured it is God who, in His fatherly way, sends and governs these abandonments. 

The most common cause for this soul distress arises from the existence, power, and ever-deceiving remnants of 
indwelling sin in the regenerate. The believer may and must have the abiding assurance that once the Holy Spirit 
renews the soul in the cleansing from all sin, he is a new creature in Christ. But the same Holy Spirit never uproots 
the principle and root of sin from his heart; it will remain as a plague to the end. We stand sore amazed as the plough 
of the Spirit tears through new areas of corruption within the heart, revealing once more the depths of corruption 
contained therein. Beloved, you who to Christ for refuge have f led, never imagine that your warfare is over. Christ 
indeed has won the victory over sin’s dominion and power, but this does not mean that your path to heaven will be 
clear and carefree. Real growth in grace and preparation for heaven is a growing acquaintance with yourself, your 
own sinfulness, and the hidden recesses and pockets of sin still contained within your heart.

But then there are also those outbreaks of sin appearing as the fruit of sin’s baneful presence within, bringing with 
them the grievous consequence of conscious loss of communion with God. This is the experience of even the most mature 
believer ( Job 42:6; Ps. 51:2). Who can fully describe the depth of sorrow occasioned by the awareness of wilful departure 
from the Lord, such as Peter when he went out and “wept bitterly”? But our gracious God will never leave His erring and 
backsliding child to lie long in this barren wasteland with no refreshment. Sooner or later, His Spirit by the Word will 
call the wayfarer back to his feet with the confession and prayer, “Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed” ( Jer. 17:14). 

Times of perceived spiritual desertion also come upon those who are plunged into mental aff liction. Many gracious 
souls have been immersed in the dread night of depression where no light is visible on any side. Octavius Winslow 
wrote, “Through many a dark, starless night the spiritual voyager ploughs through the ocean to the desired haven 
where he would be.” It is far more the province of faith to travel in the dark than in light, at night and not in the 
day. And then, because mind and body are so intimately connected, so too the onset of unexpected and debilitating 
physical illness, dangling the life of the believer over the mouth of the grave by a fine thread, can bring an intense 
season of night upon the soul. Mortality comes to life in a startling way, bringing with it the overwhelming complaint, 
“Lord, why are my days being cut off in the midst of my years? Why am I being deprived of my usefulness in Thy 
service?” (cf. Isa. 38:10). And so the soul struggles in the darkness of confusion and endless questioning. 

Yet, beloved, if ever there is a place where the gentleness and sympathy of Christ is abundantly present, it is beside 
the one who is suffering mental torment and intense physical aff liction. Remember the tenderness with which Jesus 
deals with “the sick one whom he loveth” ( John 11). With great forbearance and concern, He draws near to His own 
who have been plunged into the dark hole of melancholy and who suffer such bodily aff liction that they despair of 
life itself. He remembers that we are but dust, and from no heart in the entire universe does such loving compassion, 
tenderness, and sympathy f low as that from the heart of Christ.

Dr. Arthur Miskin is a professor at Mukhanyo Theological School in South Africa.

Responding to Spiritual Desertion
Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O God.

     — PSALM 130:1
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Someone once said, “A true home is one of the most sacred places.” Homes are sacred because in a true home, good 
secrets are kept—secrets of love and intimacy, secrets of training and discipling. Such secrets are sacred and should 
remain secrets. If such secrets are made public, it takes away from the sacredness of the home, and those who dwell 
in it will have lost something precious. Therefore let your good secrets of home life remain secret!

peRSonaL SecReT pRayeR
One of the most precious secrets of home life is our personal prayer life. By it we express our love for the Lord and 
through it we experience intimacy with Him. Jesus once said, “When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly” 
(Matt. 6:6). With “closet” and a “shut door,” Jesus no doubt means to encourage us to that secret life of personal prayer.

How precious it is when we intimate to the Lord how we want to love Him, and yet how we have failed to love 
Him as He deserves. Pleading His forgiveness is never in vain for it is sure to be answered in love. As you may know 
from experience, it is not easy to confess our failures in public. It might not even be fruitful to elaborate on our past 
or present sin. But in personal secret prayer, nothing should hold us back to confess our big sins and our little sins, 
even our sins of thought. What relief it brings to our troubled soul, as it pleases the Lord, when we confess in some 
detail where we have gone wrong! David expressed this in Psalm 51, choosing his words carefully to describe his sin 
as “transgression,” “iniquity,” and “evil.” Personal secret prayer is the way, as David anticipated, to “a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Ps. 51:17).

It can be useful in the right company and for the spiritual benefit of others to express publicly our longings after 
Christ and our desire to depart and to be with Him, as Paul once did as expressed in Philippians 1. But such public 
expressions can be misunderstood and construed as a desire to escape life’s difficulties. However, such expressions of 
longing and desire after Christ in personal secret prayer are never misunderstood by our Savior. He Himself yearns to 
have us with Him and to be one with Him. After all, He prayed for this Himself: “Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am” ( John 17:24). Our personal, secret prayer of such longing, heard only 
by Him, can be used by His Spirit to draw us closer to Him. A true home provides for such personal, secret prayer.

Is your home a true home? Does it provide you such personal secret prayer times? Do you have those intimate 
times with the Lord? Do they stimulate you to be open and honest with Him concerning your failures and shortcom-
ings, but also concerning your longings and desires? It is part of the secret life lived in a sacred place called home.

FamILy SecReT pRayeR
A true home is one of the most sacred places also for providing a secret place and time for the prayer life of husband 
and wife together and of parents with our children. How tender the moments are when you as a young married couple 
can bow the knee before the Lord and pray for the gift of a child! How sweet the times are when a husband and wife 
together can clasp hands and speak to the Lord about their daily needs and struggles, and thank Him for daily joys. 
When we have failed to love each other uprightly, it is a blessing to be able to confess such failure to the Lord together 
and that often becomes the moment our love for each other is revived. When we see our teenager going astray, we can 
“storm the throne of grace” together and find encouragement in what the Lord will do. Secret prayer together—at home!

Then there are those precious moments when you can disciple your little one to pray before bedtime. You show 
her how to go on her knees at her bedside and you kneel right next to her and with words she understands, she 
repeats after you, “Now I lay me down to sleep….” You will have set a pattern in secret that will be hard for her to 
set aside. No doubt you will have other precious opportunities to pray with your children, especially as they get into 
their teenage years and when they become young adults. Troubles at school? Challenges in learning? What to do 
about young love? Staying single? Whom to marry? All of these, and more, are precious opportunities to sit down 
with your child and go to the Lord in prayer. All of it makes home a sacred place for secret prayer.

How do you and I live in secret, behind the closed doors of our homes? Let your secrets be wholesome secrets—
secrets that are precious to you, secrets that draw you closer to your Father in heaven, secrets that build your loving 
togetherness as husband and wife, secrets that your children will cherish because Mom and Dad cared enough not 
only to pray for them but to pray with them. Multiply these good secrets because they will enhance your godly living 
in your home and help to keep out any bad secrets.

Rev. Henk Bergsma is a pastor in the Free Reformed Church of Fenwick, Ontario.

How We Live in Secret
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Few men appreciate long articles on how to behave—especially as to how we ought to treat our wives, so here, based 
on Ephesians 5, are our duties summed up in terms of their pattern and their practice.

The paTTeRn
Our basic precept for marriage is, “Husbands, love your wives” (Eph. 5:25a). Following Christ’s pattern of loving 
His bride, each of us is to love his wife in these ways:
1. Absolutely. Christ gives “Himself ” for His bride—His total self (v. 25). He holds nothing back. That is obvious from 

what He has done (think of Calvary), is doing (think of His constant intercession in heaven), and will do (think of His 
Second Coming). So we too are called to radical, absolute giving of ourselves to our wives in authentic love.

2. Realistically and purposely. Like Christ, who goes on loving His bride, the church, despite her spots and wrinkles, so that 
He can present her sanctified—without spot or wrinkle—to His Father in the Great Day (vv. 26–27), so we husbands 
are called to keep on loving our wives despite their shortcomings, aiming to have a sanctifying influence on them. Our 
love must be both realistic (remembering they are sinners just like us) and purposeful (aiming for their holiness).

3. Sacrificially. Christ nourishes and cherishes His bride at His own expense (vv. 28–29). So ought we husbands treat our 
wives at our own expense with the same care that we treat our bodies. If you get something in your eye, you give it 
immediate, tender care. Do you treat your wife with that same care when she is hurting?

The pRacTIce
Here are six ways we should be demonstrating this pattern of love for our wives:
1. Show great interest in your wife as a person. Care about her. Conversational communication is critical. Spiritual fellow-

ship is paramount. After worship or fellowship, ask her what she learned and how her soul fared. Ask her how her day 
went and how the kids behaved today. Ask her about her dreams, fears, and frustrations. Learn to listen; learn to ref lect 
her feelings back to her so that she opens up the more.

2. Pray for your wife privately and with her. Lay out her needs before God. Be earnest in praying for her spiritual growth, 
for Christ to meet her daily needs, for relief in physical and emotional difficulties. Let her feel your strength and your 
tenderness on her behalf at God’s throne of grace.

3. Love your wife lavishly. Love her as she is—faults included. Please her (1 Cor. 7:33). Respect and honor her, and treat her 
tenderly (1 Peter 3:7). Tell her every day how much you love her. Shower her with affection—verbal affection, physical 
affection, emotional affection, spiritual affection. Cherish her as God’s special gift to you.

4. Heap praise and compliments on her. Tell her how beautiful and wonderful she is in your eyes. Be intimate, specific, 
creative, and repetitive in your compliments. Compliment her kindness, her smile, her dress, her hair, and a thousand 
other things. Compliment her with affection in your voice, with love in your eyes, and with arms of embrace. Praise her 
in the presence of others (Prov. 31:28). Never allow the children to speak disrespectfully to her or about her.

5. Learn your wife’s language of love. If she loves daisies and you prefer roses, get her daisies. Does she enjoy walking 
together? Walk with her. Eating out? Take her out. Learn to love what she loves as much as possible.

Cultivate shared friendship and interests. My wife loves biking; I never did, but I do now! I have learned to like it 
because I want to please her and I love being with her. (I’ve given up on gardening, though.) The more you find to do in 
common—worshiping God, walking, talking, taking trips, doing hobbies, visiting mutual friends—usually the better 
your marriage will be.

6. Provide your wife with biblical, tender, clear servant leadership, not ruthless authoritarianism. Using Christ as your pat-
tern, delight in serving her (Matt. 20:25–26). Be the spiritual leader of your wife and children. Be the father-shepherd. 
Lead your family daily in Bible study and prayer. Be a teaching prophet, an interceding priest, and a guiding king. Be a 
gentle giant in your family—the loving head, not the mean fist!

How We Husbands
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Those are six things to do; here are six “nevers.”
1. Never forget the basic physical, mental, and spiritual differences between men and women; in a word, get a good grasp 

on male rationalism and female emotionalism, and become an expert at responding to the latter!

2. Never allow any relationship to take priority over your friendship with your wife. Stay each other’s best friend. 

3. Never criticize your wife without sandwiching it between heavy doses of compliments. Don’t bother criticizing small 
things; as for big things, do it with great tenderness and love, at the right time, and in the right setting.

4. Never compare your wife unfavorably to other people. Never criticize her in front of other people, not even family mem-
bers, and not even in a joking way.

5. Never fail to give your wife an appropriate amount of freedom and “space.” Give her sufficient freedom so that she can strive 
to be her own kind of a Proverbs 31 woman. Give her space to exercise her own personality in running the household in a 
God-fearing way. Do not tell her how to run the kitchen! Do not smother her or try to change and control her personality.

6. Never stop being a polite, mannerly, and courteous gentleman. Be known as a husband who is always kind. Never become 
self-defensive or angry. Don’t raise your voice even if she raises hers. If you fail, ask for her forgiveness. Do not let the 
sun go down upon your anger (Eph. 4:26).

In conclusion, remember this: if both you and your wife put God first, each other second, and yourselves third, you 
will be guaranteed a truly blessed marriage.

Sponsored by the 
Protestant Reformed 
Theological Seminary

Hosted by  
Hudsonville Protestant 
Reformed Church

October 17–19, 2013
ouronlycomfort.org

What is thy only comfort in life and in death?

The answer to this question has been music to the ears of Christians throughout the world for 
more than 400 years. That I belong to Jesus…who with His precious blood has fully satisfied 
for all my sins…, who makes all things subservient to my salvation…, and who makes me 
sincerely willing and able to live unto Him. That’s Lord’s Day 1. A stirring introduction to the 
Heidelberg Catechism! But, more than that, a grand theme that is woven throughout the 
whole of this precious creed.

This year marks the 450th anniversary of the first publication of the Heidelberg Catechism,  
a creed that arose out of the Protestant Reformation in Germany during the sixteenth century. 
 An anniversary, it is, that ought not to pass unnoticed—especially by those heirs of the Great 
Reformation who still today profit from Heidelberg Catechism preaching…every Sunday.

The Protestant Reformed Seminary is pleased to sponsor this special conference on the 
Heidelberg Catechism, commemorating its 450th “birthday.”

Should  Love Our Wives
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God’s perfect plan for families includes the creation of men and women as well as how they are to relate to one another. 
We were created perfect; sadly, sin altered that plan. But God, in His mercy, gave us marriage, a jewel out of Paradise. 
The husband’s call to love, nourish, and give himself for his bride, as Christ does for the church, is complemented 
by the wife’s call to respect and submit to him. Together, they are a team. He is the head of the home, providing and 
protecting. She is at his side, the hub of the wheel in the home. As culture changes, the details of how this plays out 
may change, but God’s plan is timeless. We discard it at our own peril, but when we follow it, we will be blessed.

Zeroing in on the role of a godly wife, the first blessing comes when we submit with contentment to this plan, 
trusting God’s wisdom, standing strong against the feminists’ drumbeat which says this is degrading, choosing rather 
to be in God’s will, and expecting more blessings.

The godly wife is blessed when she loves God the most of all, and His Word is written on her heart and manifested 
in her life. She fights the sin that still lives in her by spending time alone with God in prayer and reading. Her walk and 
her talk are light on a hill and salt on the earth. Walking with Him enables her to walk in harmony with her husband.

The godly wife is blessed when she is faithful to her husband. She wholeheartedly gives him her love, affection, 
commitment, and attention. Giving in to temptation is not an option, in spite of his diminishing muscles, increasing 
girth, gray hair, and their humdrum life. She doesn’t look for a new recipe, but spices up the ingredients she has by 
pouring her energy into her relationship with her husband.

The godly wife is blessed when she treats her husband how he was created to be treated. To the single woman 
who wishes to be a godly wife: pray and choose wisely. Marry a man you are able to respect, not one who is foolish, 
selfish, angry, or immature. Marry a godly man who loves you for your whole person. Spurgeon advised us to keep 
our eyes wide open before marriage, and half closed after. So the married woman should focus on her husband’s 
positive characteristics and minimize his irritating idiosyncrasies. (Isn’t that how we wish to be thought of, ladies?)

Your respect for your husband begins in your heart and f lows out in your tone of voice, facial expressions, affec-
tion (or lack of it), and words. He craves your appreciation for his work and acknowledgement of his gifts. Just as he 
naturally f lexes his biceps when you tuck your hand in above his elbow, so he naturally f lexes the characteristics you 
praise. Worry less about feeding his ego; work more at recognizing his strengths, and wait to see what good things 
happen in your marriage. Enter his world by asking about his day. Keep connected. Discuss the inner thoughts and 
feelings of your hearts, of natural and spiritual things. Keep romance and intimacy alive. Continue to date. Keep 
yourself as healthy and attractive as possible. And always be affectionate. Nurture your marriage; it is precious.

The godly wife is also blessed when she submits to her husband. The husband and wife team could be compared 
to the president and vice-president of a corporation that specializes in servant leadership. They are persons of equal 
value, as are children and employees, but someone has to be in charge. Husband and wife ought to be best friends. 
They ought to discuss family matters and make decisions for the good of the family. When they can’t agree, the 
husband has the final word, in submission only to God and Scripture. Some men are difficult to respect and submit 
to; their wives have the challenging task of rising above their behavior and taking the high road of obeying God. 
Such a wife is not a doormat, she may not enable or approve sin, but she exercises tough love. She will need to pray 
for fortitude. She hopes and prays he will be sanctified by her example (1 Cor. 7:10–17).

The godly wife is blessed when she loves her children, nurtures them, and sets an example of godliness. She sets 
the tone in the home of cheerfulness and patience. She works hard. Her roles as wife and mother are separate but 
intertwined. Ephesians 5 and Proverbs 31 imply her husband is her heart’s first priority. It is good to remember this, 
since the mothering instinct is so strong and our children usually need physical care more than our husbands. She 
reaches out to her neighbor, first to those in her household of faith, then to others that she encounters.

Blessings will follow the godly wife when she follows God’s plan for marriage, and those around her will be 
blessed as well.

Mary Beeke is a homemaker, wife of the editor, and member of the Grand Rapids Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation.

How to Be a Godly Wife
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If there is one thing I wish I had known about parenting our children from the very beginning it is how to give them 
grace. During the first years of our marriage, I was not a believer. My wife and I were Christian by upbringing and 
profession; I even was a Christian school teacher and principal for several years. But in reality I was a moralist, and 
taught my students and children in that way.

Since I did not grasp God’s way according to the gospel as it is in the Lord Jesus Christ alone, I could not live it 
or teach my children about it. So I brought our children to Mount Sinai instead of Mount Zion. I knew we as parents 
and children could not earn God’s favor by our works, yet in many subtle ways we pursued this path.

The main problem in this pursuit is that though we may teach children all about the gospel in theory, in practice 
we teach them to “be good.” When your daughter behaves well, you praise her and tell her that she has “been good.” 
On the other hand, when your son does not behave well, we tell him that he should not “be bad.” It does not take 
long for children to catch on, in how they think both about others and about themselves.

Both children are in need of grace. The “bad” child needs grace to understand that he has not only just been 
bad towards you or his sibling but also towards the Lord. He must be taught to first of all confess his sin and plead 
forgiveness, both with you and with God, then trust the sufficiency of Christ’s blood and the power of the Holy 
Spirit for cleansing. Having done so, he may be assured by God from His Word that there is forgiveness with God 
that He may be feared (Ps. 130). If dealt with this way, both we and our child will be humbled by God’s goodness 
and grace in forgiving us, and so desire to serve Him together and with heartfelt gratitude.

The “good” child also needs grace—grace to understand she does not have a credit with God but rather a debit 
or a debt to God, because she owes her good behavior to the goodness of God. Though we as parents may and must 
be thankful for her good behavior and express that to her, we should not do so without seeing God’s grace in having 
done any good at all. If dealt with this way, both we and our child will be humbled by God’s goodness and grace 
in keeping us from breaking out into sin, and so desire again to serve Him together and with heartfelt gratitude.

In the parable of the prodigal son, both sons were in need of grace. The Lord Jesus clearly had the “good” son in 
mind in this parable. In other words, we and our children always need grace, and ultimately it always is the goodness 
of God that leads us to repentance (Rom. 2:4). So as we stand every Sunday morning at the foot of Mount Sinai, we 
all stand guilty of all the commandments of God; but thanks be to God, the reading of the Holy Law of God then 
is followed by the preaching of the gospel, leading us to Mount Zion, Golgotha, and the blood of the Lamb of God. 

The more we begin to see how the Lord bears with us parents as sinners by nature and yet as saints by grace in 
and through the Lord Jesus Christ, the more we will bear with the sins and shortcomings of our children. This by no 
means excuses any sin in them or in us, but it does put all in the realistic and gracious perspective of 1 John 1:9–2:3: 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and 
he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”

As God our heavenly Father addresses us as “little children,” even so we as fathers and mothers approach our 
children. We use firm language as we warn them not to sin, yet when (not if!) they do, we immediately tell them not 
to despair but to f lee to Christ with their sins, trusting He will forgive them, as He does with us.

This amazing grace which the Lord extends to sinners who repent of their sins, even in their best deeds, and 
believe in the Savior, will produce a Spirit-worked and heartfelt desire to love and serve Him. This will then be 
observed by our children, both in the way we deal with our own sins as well as theirs. Even so, the more we and 
our children do what is right, the more we will be filled with gratitude for His grace at work in us. So we may find 
ourselves “grow[ing] in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and for ever” (2 Peter 3:18).

Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag hopes to be installed this month as pastor of Grace Reformed Christian Church (HRC) of Harrison, Arkansas.

How to Parent: 
      “Give Them Grace”
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But ye are come unto mount Sion… And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling….
— HEBREWS 12:18–24
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Grandparenting brings both privilege and responsibility. Though Scripture uses the word “grandmother” only once, 
namely, for Lois, the grandmother of Timothy (2 Tim. 1:5), God does tell us in His Word what He expects from 
grandparents. Their lives can bless generations to come.

1. we gRanDpaRenT aLReaDy BeFoRe BecomIng gRanDpaRenTS.
The way we raise our children affects our grandchildren more than anything else we may do. Initially, parents may 
not look beyond their own children, but God does. The Old Testament is filled with references to “generations to 
come,” “the third and fourth generation,” and “children’s children.” God works through the generations and instructs 
parents to raise their children in the fear of His name (Ps. 78:1–8).

2. we gRanDpaRenT By pRaISIng goD FoR gRanDchILDRen anD pRayIng FoR Them.
As prospective grandparents, my wife and I felt a deep sense of wonder regarding the continuity of our family and 
the presence of the Lord in our lives. We rejoiced that God was crowning the marriages of our children with the 
gift of children of their own, and grandchildren to us. A deep awareness of the responsibilities of both parents and 
grandparents and the potential pitfalls drove us to prayer.

It is said of Philip Henry, father of Matthew Henry: “He had, in eight years’ time, twenty-four grandchildren; 
some by each of his children; concerning whom he would often bless God, that they were…sealed ones of the God 
of heaven, and enrolled among His lambs. On the birth of his second grandchild, at a troublesome time as to public 
affairs, he thus writes, ‘I have now seen my children’s children; let me also see peace upon Israel; and then I will say, 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart.’ Some were much affected with it, when he baptized two of his grand-
children together at Chester, publicly, and preached on Genesis 33:5: They are the children which God hath given 
thy servant” ( J. B. Williams, The Lives of Philip and Matthew Henry, 205).

3. we gRanDpaRenT By BeIng exampLeS oF The FeaR oF goD In ouR LIveS.
My wife and I distinctly remember our own grandparents witnessing their faith through prayer, reading, and singing 
of psalms, and encouraging and teaching us in turn. Paul speaks in such a way of Timothy’s grandmother Lois and 
his mother Eunice, referring to their “unfeigned faith” (faith without a hint of falsehood). A hypocrite has a basic 
disconnect between his mouth and his heart, and children are often best at sensing, even if not articulating this. 
Lois and Eunice taught Timothy the Scriptures, despite the fact that Timothy’s own father remained a Gentile. 
Knowing the real significance of the Holy Scriptures for your own heart and life, you will wish your children and 
grandchildren to come under the same Word of God. None of us can open hearts. The Holy Spirit can bring them 
to the Teacher, who is able to make them wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15).

4. we gRanDpaRenT By BuILDIng ReLaTIonShIpS wITh ouR gRanDchILDRen.
We need to get to know each grandchild and relate to them at their own level. The Bible commands parents to teach 
their children “along life’s way” (Deut. 6:7). We need to gain the trust of each grandchild. Young children enjoy 
telling and showing us their discoveries, and we can tell them of our own discoveries in the light of God’s Word and 
faithfulness. May the Lord grant that these things may stay with them until they are grandparents themselves and, 
with His blessing, may be passed along by them to their own grandchildren.

5. we gRanDpaRenT By ReInFoRcIng The Long-Range vISIon oF The ScRIpTuReS  
FoR ouR gRanDchILDRen.
There is a wonderful scene in the Bible of Jacob blessing his grandchildren, Ephraim and Manasseh (Gen. 47:9–22). 
Notice how lovingly Joseph sought the blessing of a godly grandparent over his own children. Jacob expressed this 
blessing in ways that no doubt left a mark on Ephraim and Manasseh and down through their lines of descent. 
Grandparents have traversed more hills and valleys of life than parents, and their experience of the Lord’s faithful-
ness can help encourage, challenge, and motivate a longer-range vision.

May the Lord overcome our grandparenting shortcomings and give us grace to grandparent faithfully and fruitfully.

Dr. Lawrence W. Bilkes is a retired pastor of the Free Reformed Churches, living in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

192 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth SEPTEMBER 2013LI
VI

NG
 G

OD
LY

 IN
 O

UR
 H

OM
ES

How We Grandparent



Ja
m

eS w
. Beeke

Imagine as a ten-year-old seeing your three-year-old baby 
sister trying to open a jar of rat poison. She really wants 
the “candies” inside! You quickly take the jar out of her 
hands and put it up on a high shelf out of her reach. She 
is very upset and cries. She thinks you are really mean 
for not letting her eat some of the “candy” she found. But 
you are older and you know better. You know that if she 
ate the rat poison pellets there would be serious conse-
quences; she would become very sick or maybe even die.

Obeying your parents can be like this at times. Some-
times, as children, your parents tell you that you cannot 
do something that you really want to do, or they take 
away something that you want to have. You are upset, 
and maybe even think that your parents are cruel. But 
your parents are older and more experienced than you 
are. They see dangers and potential for harm in what 
you want to do or to have. Trust and obey your parents. 
Respect the father and mother that God has given to you. 
They know you better and love you more than any other 
adult in the whole world. Obey your parents promptly, 
willingly, out of a spirit of love and respect; not simply 
because you must. God sees your heart, your will.

Obeying and respecting your parents can become even 
more challenging when you become a teenager. Why? 
Because the lines of responsibility between parents and 
children cross during the teen years. When you were born, 
your parents did virtually everything for you. They fed 
you, clothed you, and changed your diapers. As a child, 
you learned to do more independently. For example, you 
learned to feed and clothe yourself, to ride a tricycle and 
then a bicycle. But you still made very few directional deci-
sions for your life; your parents made almost all of them.

Now as a teen, as you mature into a young adult, 
you enter a time of transition. You increasingly make 
more decisions: how to spend your time, how and where 
to drive once you have your license, how to deal with a 
friend who has wronged you, how to spend your money, 
and whether to apply for a job or not. You increasingly 
become the primary decision-maker and your parents step 
back to let you mature into adulthood in a healthy way.

Two challenges often present themselves during this 
time of transition.

1. Teens tend to overestimate their own abilities and 
want too much independency too quickly. As a teen, you 
may think that you can handle more independency 
sooner than you are capable. Many teens are over-
confident because they have not yet experienced very 

much of life’s realities and consequences yet. In other 
words, teens may want to play with and eat “poison 
pellets” of temptation and sin because they do not see 
the dangerous consequences and think confidently, 
“I know how to take care of myself.”
2. Parents tend to resist and give too little independence 
too slowly to their teen-aged children. This resistance to 
“let go” arises from parents’ deep love and concern 
for their children’s safety and welfare. Also, God has 
commanded them to bring up their children in the 
fear of God (Eph. 6:4) and they must give an account 
to God for how they have parented their children.

As a teen, how can you help your parents confidently give 
you more independence and freedom? By building trust. 
The more your parents trust you, the easier it will be for 
them to agree to your requests and to grant you more free-
dom to do things on your own. Building trust with your 
parents is critical for a positive and healthy relationship. 
Because they love you so much and have invested so much 
in you, they cannot agree to your requests unless they know 
that you will conduct yourself responsibly. Build trust.

How can you build trust with your parents?
•	 Be honest with them, even when you have done 

wrong.
•	 Ask for their permission to do things or when a 

change of plans occurs.
•	 Convey your love for them. Remember that to love 

and to show love are two different things—show it.
•	 Communicate with them; readily share with them 

and be a good listener.
•	 Try to understand them, thinking about their God-

given responsibility and their deep love for you and 
your welfare.

•	 Pray for them, even that God would help their 
weaknesses and faults.

What word is important? Trust.
1. Trust your parents; willingly respect and obey them.
2. Build trust so that your parents can trust you more.
3. Trust that the Lord Jesus can help you to do this; 

pray much to God for this.

When doing this, by God’s grace, you will be blessed 
as children, as teenagers, all the days of your life on 
earth, and even eternally! Trust that God’s Word and 
promises are true.
James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed 
Congregation and an international educational consultant.
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How We  Live as Children and Teenagers
Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the land  

which the LORD thy God giveth thee. — EXODUS 20:12

Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is pleasing unto the Lord. — COLOSSIANS 3:20
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In today’s evangelical church, many adolescents become nominal members with mere notional faith or abandon 
evangelical truth for unbiblical doctrine and modes of worship. I believe one major reason for this failure is the lack 
of emphasis upon family worship.

Joshua 24:14–15 says, “Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. And if it seem evil unto 
you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD.” Notice three things in this text: first, Joshua did not make worship or service to the living God optional; 
second, Joshua enforces the service of God in families with his own example; and third, the word serve in verse 15 is an 
inclusive word, which is translated as worship many times in Scripture. Surely every God-fearing husband, father, and 
pastor must say with Joshua: “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. We will seek the Lord, worship Him, 
and pray to Him as a family. We will read His Word, replete with instructions, and reinforce its teachings in our family.”

Given the importance of family worship as a potent force in winning untold millions to gospel truth throughout 
the ages, we ought not be surprised that God requires heads of households do all they can to lead their families in 
worshiping the living God. Our families owe their allegiance to God. God has placed us in a position of authority to 
guide our children in the way of the Lord. Clothed with holy authority, we owe to our children prophetical teaching, 
priestly intercession, and royal guidance.

Heads of households, we must implement family worship in the home. God requires that we worship Him not 
only privately as individuals, but publicly as members of the covenant body and community, and socially as families. 
Here are some suggestions to help you establish God-honoring family worship in your homes.

According to Scripture, God should be served in special acts of worship in families today in the following three ways: 
(1) Daily instruction in the Word of God. God should be worshiped by daily reading and instruction from His Word. 

Through questions, answers, and instructions, parents and children are to daily interact with each other about sacred 
truth (Deut. 6:6–7; Eph. 6:4).

(2) Daily prayer to the throne of God. Jeremiah 10:25 says, “Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, 
and upon the families that call not on thy name.” As Thomas Brooks said, “A family without prayer is like a house 
without a roof, open and exposed to all the storms of heaven.”

(3) Daily singing the praise of God. Psalm 118:15 says, “The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of 
the righteous: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly.” That is a clear reference to singing. The psalmist says 
this sound is (not simply ought to be) in the tents of the righteous. 

Have your Bibles, Psalters, and other materials for family worship ready ahead of time. Establish a stated time 
and place in your home where family worship will be held.

During family worship, aim for brevity, consistency, and hopeful solemnity.
For the reading of Scripture, have a plan, account for special occasions, involve the family, and encourage private 

Bible reading and study.
For biblical instruction, strive to be plain in meaning, pure in doctrine, relevant in application, and affectionate 

in manner. Be sure to require attention.
For praying, be short, be simple without being shallow, be direct, be natural yet solemn, and strive for variety.
For singing, we advise that you (1) sing doctrinally pure songs, (2) sing psalms first and foremost without neglect-

ing sound hymns, (3) sing simple psalms if you have young children, and (4) sing heartily and with feeling.
After family worship, pray for God’s blessing. Let the eternal welfare of your children, the satisfaction of a good 

conscience, the shortness of time, and the love for God and His church all motivate you to make serious efforts in 
leading family worship.

Some people object to regular times of family worship. Don’t indulge excuses to avoid family worship. In short, 
fight every enemy of family worship.

Let us remember that God often uses the restoration of family worship to usher in church revival. As goes the 
home, so goes the church. Family worship is a most decisive factor in how the home goes. We pray that you will 
find as so many others have experienced throughout the centuries that serious family worship may greatly assist you 
in rearing your children.

How We Engage in  Family Worship
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In Genesis 18, Abraham is sitting in his tent and sees three strangers approaching. He runs to meet them, asking 
them to stay for a meal. He then hurries to prepare food while they wait for him. In the end, Abraham discovers that 
his guests are the Lord Himself and two angels. Abraham’s actions here, informed by the rest of Scripture, provide 
a pattern for our own practice of hospitality.

First, Christian hospitality is welcoming strangers into our homes so that we can minister to them, whether 
unbelievers or believers. Having friends and family into our homes is not hospitality—that is fellowship, which of 
course should play a major role in our lives as well. But biblically, hospitality is kindness to strangers; that is what 
the word means, and that is what we see God’s people doing throughout the Bible (see Gen. 19:1–3; Josh. 2:4; Ruth 
2:8–10; Judges 19:20; Acts 16:15, 34). Abraham did not know who these men were when they sat down. When is 
the last time you invited someone you had just met or someone you didn’t really know into your home? That was the 
last time you practiced hospitality.

Second, Christian hospitality is sacrificial. Abraham puts more than twenty liters of f lour and a whole calf into 
the meal—valuable commodities in the ancient Near East! Though he was a rich man, this hospitality still cost him 
something. Hospitality will cost us as well, whether in time, money, effort, or in some other way. Are you willing to 
trust God’s provision for us to obey His command to practice hospitality?

Third, Christian hospitality is inconvenient. Though it will not likely mean that we have to kill, clean, and cook 
a cow, hospitality will involve work, which husband, wife, and children should engage in together. It usually involves 
arranging schedules, planning and making a meal, keeping up conversation, cleaning up, and dying to self as we love 
others. Hospitality is not convenient, but it is something that God calls us to do. If that is so, we should do it will-
ingly like Abraham, for God loves the cheerful giver. Can we practice hospitality without grumbling (1 Peter 4:9)?

Fourth, Christian hospitality brings blessing. Scripture links obedience with spiritual blessing. This is as true for 
hospitality as it is for other biblical commands. It blesses those who are ministered to, and it blesses those who are 
ministering. Hebrews 13:2 encourages us to practice hospitality by reminding us of Abraham’s experience; he enter-
tained angels unawares! Calvin comments, “If someone will object that entertaining angels is an unusual occurrence, 
I have a ready answer, in the fact that we receive not only angels, but Christ himself, when we receive the poor in 
his name. If we do it to the least of these brethren, we have done it unto him.” Do you believe that God will bless 
your hospitality for eternal good?

Hospitality is not a gift that God gives to just some of His people. It is a command for every Christian—regardless 
of giftedness, social status, economic privilege, or attitude. When done in love to God and love to our neighbor, it is 
a delight to God and blessed by Him—and will bless the stranger. Practicing hospitality is the best way to develop 
ability and cultivate a thankful obedience to the Bible’s hospitality commands.

If you are a Christian, God has graciously brought you in to reconciled fellowship with Himself after welcoming 
you through the gospel of His only begotten Son. The day is coming when He will welcome you into His heavenly 
home, although you were a stranger and enemy. How can you show the love of Christ to strangers in your life today?

Dr. William VanDoodewaard is an associate professor of Church History at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.

How We 
Show 

Hospitality
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Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
         — HEBREWS 13:2



Handbook on the New Testament  
Use of the Old Testament
G. K. Beale
This concise guide helps readers understand how to 
better study the multitude of Old Testament refer-
ences in the New Testament. The author focuses on 
the “how to” of interpreting the New Testament use 
of the Old Testament, providing students and pastors 
with many insights for them to do their own exegesis.

(Baker, PB, 173 pgs) $18.00 | $13.50

Word Wise: Just as God Said — Alison Brown
For many children the Bible is little more than a col-
lection of stories fondly associated with Sunday school 
or bedtime reading. This second volume of Word Wise 
endeavors to connect the Bible with what children do 
in the classroom the other days of the week—to show 
that the Scriptures always have supreme authority.

(Banner, PB, 32 pgs) $8.00 | $6.00

Christ and the Desert Tabernacle — J. V. Fesko
Far from being boring or uninteresting, the Old Tes-
tament tabernacle, and later the temple in Solomon’s 
day, is a shadowy picture of Christ and the church. 
Even beyond easily drawn connections between Jesus 
and the sacrificial animals, the Old Testament tab-
ernacle is literally an entire world of references, allu-
sions, and foreshadows of Christ and the church.

(EP, PB, 133 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00

The Lamb of God — Nancy Guthrie
Jesus’ declaration in John 5:46 frames this ten-week 
walk through Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy—a guided study to discover Christ 
in the person of Moses, in the manna, in the bronze 
serpent, in the priesthood and sacrificial system, and 
in many other ways. Each lesson includes a guide for 
group discussions.

(Crossway, PB, 288 pgs) $17.00 | $12.50
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The titles below are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.  
PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

The Beauty and Glory of the Father
Joel R. Beeke, ed.
The essays in The Beauty and Glory of the Father 
call us to stand in wonder of the First Person of 
the Trinity. Through an assortment of studies, 
readers are challenged to recognize the Father’s 
glory displayed in His Son, to adore His beauti-
ful attributes, to know Him as a Savior, and to 
rest in His loving hands. This book, along with 
The Beauty and Glory of Christ and The Beauty 
and Glory of the Holy Spirit, reinforces the ongo-
ing necessity of cultivating a Trinitarian piety. 

Contributors include Joel Beeke, Bart Elshout, Jerry Bilkes, Ryan 
McGraw, David Murray, Burk Parsons, Paul Smalley, Derek Thomas, 
and William VanDoodewaard. (168 pages, HC) $25.00 | $19.00

Covenanted Uniformity in Religion
Wayne R. Spear
“Dr. Wayne Spear’s study of the discussion of 
church government at the Westminster Assem-
bly has for decades remained hidden in the rela-
tive obscurity of scholarly libraries. It is a cause 
for rejoicing that it is now being made avail-
able to a wider public. Carefully researched and 
written with a gracious clarity, it is enormously 
helpful in walking us through the long and com-
plex debates on church government in which the 
Westminster divines engaged. Dr. Spear brings 

out the role of the small group of unusually gifted teaching and rul-
ing elders sent to the Assembly as commissioners from the Church 
of Scotland. The value of Covenanted Uniformity in Religion extends 
far beyond the world of academic study and discussion, where it will 
certainly be welcomed. It also has a special relevance and value to the 
large number of ministers and other leaders of churches who today 
are thinking for the first time, or rethinking, the significance of the 
structures of church life. Wayne Spear has given us a study of histori-
cal ecclesiology with considerable practical value for the contemporary 
church.” —Sinclair B. Ferguson (240 pages, PB) $40.00 | $30.00

The Gospel Call and True Conversion 
Paul Washer
The apostle Paul gave the gospel the first place 
in his preaching, endeavored with all his might 
to proclaim it clearly, and even went so far as 
to pronounce a curse upon all those who would 
pervert its truth. Yet how sad it is that many, 
even among those considering themselves 
evangelicals, have reduced the gospel message 
to a few trite statements to be repeated, and 
view conversion as a mere human decision. 
In The Gospel Call and True Conversion, Paul 

Washer challenges such easy believism as he examines the real mean-
ing of things like faith, repentance, and receiving Christ. He also 
deals extensively with the effects of saving grace that God promises 
in the creation of new hearts and new people.

(200 pages, PB) $20.00 | $15.00

A Labor of Love
J. Stephen Yuille
“J. Stephen Yuille has done the church a great 
service by extracting George Swinnock’s prayers 
for pastors and placing them under sixteen 
headings that succinctly describe a unique facet 
of pastoral labor. Moreover, Yuille has enlarged 
upon the central truth contained within each 
prayer, supporting them with other Puri-
tan quotations and his own development of 
thought. Rare it is to find a book that pulls 

together the pastoral wisdom of a Puritan divine like Swinnock and 
distills it down into manageable units that are easily digestible. But 
this is precisely what Yuille has done in this volume. He has surveyed 
one of the best from the golden age of the Puritans, Swinnock, and 
has extracted the core teaching from this classic writing on pastoral 
duty. To learn from this divine is to be well-taught in ministerial 
responsibilities.” —Steven J. Lawson

(160 pages, PB) $15.00 | $11.00



The King in His Beauty — Gerald Hamstra
From an author whose ministry spans fifty years and 
two continents, this volume, containing 136 medita-
tions from Genesis to Revelation, extols the splen-
dor of God’s grace. Many of the selections in this 
book have been written and refined over decades 
of active ministry. As a result, they have a beautiful 
ripeness that satisfies hungry hearts.

(Free Reformed, HC, 550 pgs) $24.00 | $17.80

The Heroic Boldness of Martin Luther
Steven Lawson
Luther used every legitimate means to make known 
the truths of Scripture. His strategies included writ-
ing books, tracts, pamphlets, and letters as well as 
giving classroom lectures and participating in pub-
lic debates and heated disputations in churches 
and universities. But his chief means of producing 

reform was the pulpit, where he proclaimed the truths of God’s Word 
with great courage. In The Heroic Boldness of Martin Luther, Dr. Ste-
ven J. Lawson shows the convictions and practices that fed Luther’s 
pulpit boldness, providing an example for all preachers in a day when 
truth once more is in decline.

(Reformation Trust, HC, 160 pages) $16.00 | $10.20

God Is Impassible and Impassioned — Rob Lister
Modern theologians have focused on the doctrine 
of divine impassibility, exploring the significance of 
God’s emotional experience and especially the ques-
tion of divine suffering. Speaking to the issue, the 
author outlines the history of the doctrine from such 
figures as Augustine, Aquinas, and Luther, while 
examining modernity’s growing rejection of impas-
sibility and the subsequent evangelical response.

(Crossway, PB, 333 pgs) $23.00 | $16.80

The Conviction to Lead — Albert Mohler
Effective leaders need more than administrative 
skills and vision—they need to be able to change 
hearts and minds and stand for convictions that 
matter. The author—who at 33 became the young-
est president in the 153-year history of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary—imparts 25 prin-
ciples that shape and sustain leadership that matters.

(Bethany House, HC, 220 pgs) $23.00 | $17.25

Messiah the Prince — William Symington
Many Christians focus on Jesus’ role as prophet or 
priest but overlook His role as king. Symington  
(b. 1795) wrote this book to examine the signifi-
cance of the Mediator as king, exploring the impli-
cations for civil government and the governed, and 
making the case that Christ reigns now, all nations 
must answer to Him, and the church’s duty is to call 
all nations and men to His rule.

(Crown & Covenant, PB, 242 pgs) $30.00 | $22.50

Brass Heavens: Reasons for Unanswered Prayer
Paul Tautges
“What do we do while anguish piles up and God 
remains silent to our prayers?” Paul Tautges searches 
the Scriptures to unveil the character and purposes of 
the God who is always drawing the praying Christian 

deeper into faith and repentance. This book shows that unanswered 
prayer is an opportunity for rich spiritual growth—even when the 
heavens are as brass. (Cruciform, PB, 118 pgs) $10.00 | $8.00

Dangerous Calling — Paul David Tripp
Targeting the pastor’s spiritual life but also the com-
munity that trains him, calls him, relates to him, and 
restores him if necessary, the author diagnoses (and 
provides cures for) the spiritually unhealthy culture 
surrounding today’s pastors—an environment that 
undermines the well-being and efficacy of church 
leaders and the church body.

(Crossway, HC, 227 pgs) $23.00 | $16.80

The Shepherd Leader at Home
Timothy Z. Witmer
Seeking to strengthen husbands and dads in their 
crucial roles, the author (a seminary professor of 
practical theology) imparts a biblical framework and 
solid principles for leadership in the home, show-
ing how effective shepherding involves “knowing, 
leading, protecting, and providing for your family.”

(Crossway, PB, 173 pgs) $13.00 | $9.20
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Many of us are now preparing to go back to school. The summer months have been a break from schoolwork with time spent 
with family and friends. We all know, however, that the summer is ending, and the first day of school has nearly arrived.

Preparations need to be made. You get out your backpack again and check to see if you have pencils and crayons, note-
books and paper. You go through your closet to find clothing that will fit you for the coming season. Maybe some clothing 
from an older brother or sister is handed down to you, or perhaps your mom takes you shopping for new clothes, shoes, and 
school supplies. Bus schedules and morning routines are discussed so that you will be ready for your first day of school. 
When that day arrives, you get ready. You put on some nice clothes, pack a lunch, and fill your backpack with school sup-
plies. You make sure to arrive at the bus stop on time.

Preparing for the first day of school takes some time and thought. You know the day is coming and do everything you 
need to be ready.

Children, there is another day we must all prepare for: the day of our death. We don’t like to think about that, do we? 
Who wants to think about death and dying? However, if it would be foolish not to prepare for the first day of school, it is 
even more foolish to ignore the day that we will die. We know it is coming; no one lives forever. Yet it is our tendency to 
ignore this fact. “But,” you protest, “I am just a kid! I have my whole life ahead of me. I am healthy and strong! Why should 
I think about dying when I am still so young?”

Let me tell you why it is so important to prepare today for eternity.
1. God tells us we must. He commands us to obey and serve Him with a perfect heart. “This day the Lord thy God hath 

commanded thee to do these statutes and judgments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with 
all thy soul” (Deuteronomy 26:16). Paul pleaded with the Corinthians in his letter: “Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:20). 
Only through Jesus Christ can we obey God. Ask the Holy Spirit to cleanse you and make you acceptable in His holy sight.

2. It is absolutely certain that this day is coming. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” 
(Hebrews 9:27). You know the day is coming, so why not be wise and prepare for it? The Bible is full of warnings; 
Jesus warned the people often when He lived on earth. The parable of the wise and foolish virgins is a good example 
(Matthew 25:1–13).

3. Life is short. “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14). Even a long life passes quickly. Do not deceive yourself into 
thinking that you have years and years ahead of you yet. Elderly people will tell you that their life went by very quickly. 
Time is nothing compared to eternity.

4. You do not know how long you will live. “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth” (Proverbs 27:1). Maybe you think that with modern medicine and technology, it is almost certain that you will not 
die young. While it might be almost certain, nothing is for sure. Children still die from accidents and illness. Why would 
you be so foolish to take a chance assuming that you will grow old? The day of your death will come, sooner or later. You 
must be prepared; why not prepare now? “To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your heart” (Psalm 95:7–8).

5. There are more benefits in serving God from our childhood than in waiting until we are old. Has Satan tricked you 
into thinking that it is boring to serve God? Do you believe that if you begin to seek God, you will be unhappy for 
the rest of your life? Where do you find that in the Bible? The world is full of unhappy people who are searching 
for something to bring them just a little happiness. The infallible Word of God tells you, “Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 
16:11). It is sin that brings pain and suffering; the Lord Jesus gives joy and peace. He admonished His 
disciples, “Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full” (John 16:24).

Dear children, seeking the Lord in your youth is the wisest thing you can do. Asking the 
Holy Spirit to prepare you for eternity will bring blessings to you all your life, whether 
it is short or long. Do not be foolish and disobey the God of heaven and earth by 
ignoring His warnings and callings. Be wise and turn to Him today! “Take ye heed, 
watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is” (Mark 13:33).
Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

Diana kleyn | For Our Children
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To solve this puzzle you need to use the directions on a compass.  
Using the KJV, start at the center, at number 1, and fill in the  
answers according to the compass directions. Each answer has  
f ive letters, and as you work outward, the last letter of each  
word becomes part of the next word.

1. N – “    him with a perfect heart” (1 Chronicles 28:9).
 NE – “Be ye therefore    ” (1 Peter 4:7).
 E – “For thou     die, and not live” (2 Kings 20:1).
 SE – “    hath desired to have you” (Luke 22:31).
 S – “They are as a    ” (Psalm 90:5).
 SW – “We     our years as a tale that is told” (Psalm 90:9).
 W – “Will he give him a    ?” (Luke 11:11).
 NW – “For a thousand years in thy     are but as  

  yesterday” (Psalm 90:4).

2. W – “One     happeneth to them all” (Ecclesiastes 2:14).
 N – “O satisfy us     with thy mercy” (Psalm 90:14).
 E – “Strive to     in at the strait gate” (Luke 13:24).

3. N – “He is     help and     shield” (Psalm 115:9).
 E – “    in the LORD with all thine heart” (Proverbs 3:5).
 S – “Our iniquities, like the wind, have     us away”  

  (Isaiah 64:6).

4. W – “Wherefore I will yet     with you” (Jeremiah 2:9).
 S – “Teach me thy    ” (Psalm 25:4).
 E – “Lead me in a     path” (Psalm 27:11).

5. N – “    the LORD our God” (Psalm 99:9).
 W – “Our days on the     are as a shadow”  

  (1 Chronicles 29:15). 
 S – “The summer is    , and we are not saved”  

  (Jeremiah 8:20).

6. SW – “So     us to number our days” (Psalm 90:12).
 NE – “Will come, and will not    ” (Hebrews 10:37).

7. NW – “Therefore be ye also    ” (Matthew 24:44).
 SE – “I declare things that are    ” (Isaiah 45:19).

8. NE – “As a thief in the    ” (2 Peter 3:10).
 SW – “Your     are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20).

9. NW – “What man is he that liveth, and shall not see    ?”  
  (Psalm 89:48).

 SE – “It is near, even at the    ” (Matthew 24:33).

Thanks again to  
all who sent in their 
puzzle answers!

Emily Beeke
James Beeke
Marianna Beeke
Sarah Beeke
Andrew Boesterd
Justin Boesterd
Matthew Boesterd
Alexander Eckhardt
Natasha Eckhardt
Rhett Ketchum
Jacob Koppert
Lydia Koppert
Rachel Koppert
Elnathan Kranendonk
Ruth Kranendonk
Simon Kranendonk
Kaitlyn Stubbe
Rachel Stubbe
Sara Stubbe
Meghan VanDalen
Melanie VanDalen

 1. ones
 2. shew
 3. will
 4. life
 5. early
 6. ye
 7. ever
 8. read
 9. do
10. on
11. not
12. them
13. might
14. teach
15. his
16. saw
17. with
18. heed
19. do
20. often
21. no
22. out
23. to

24. obey
25. young
26. gathered
27. displeased
28. door
29. refuge
30. even
31. not
32. thou
33. unto
34. of
35. fathers
36. sons
37. sheep
38. plead
39. diligently
40. you
41. up
42. promise
43. ends
44. set
45. thy

Answers to last 
month’s puzzle:

Puzzle
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5 1 3

9 4 8

Banner Puzzles and Questions
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
e-mail: cdkleyn2@gmail.com

Please send your puzzle answers to:



Louisa was a young woman who had convinced herself that it is no fun to be a Christian. “I want to 
enjoy the pleasures of the world for a while,” she thought. “There will be plenty of time later to become 
serious.” She attended church and youth group regularly, but did not pay much attention to the sermons 
and topics of discussion. She did not want to give her heart to the Lord Jesus.

During this time, the Lord called Rev. Jacob Abbott to the church Louisa and her family attended. 
After settling into his new home with his wife, Rev. Abbott invited the young people of the congregation 
to meet at his home. Choosing to talk about Ecclesiastes 12:1 with them, he urged the young people to 
seek the Lord in their youth. Louisa was impressed by the pastor’s serious words, but she pushed them 
away; she did not want to give up her plans of enjoying her young years before thinking about eternity. 
At the close of the evening, Rev. Abbott informed the young people that he would like to continue these 
meetings every week, and since he wanted to become better acquainted with his young church members, 
he asked each person to schedule a visit with him.

When Louisa came for her appointment, she told him a little about herself and her family. Then Rev. 
Abbott asked, “Do you understand the importance of salvation, Louisa?”

“I have always thought the subject was important, sir, but I have not paid much attention to it,” she admitted.
“Do you know that you are a sinner, Louisa?”
“I know that I am a sinner because the Bible says so, but I don’t feel it.”
“Imagine a child whose parents have done everything in their power to make her happy. Yet this child 

disobeys her parents and never expresses any gratitude, all the while denying that she has done anything 
wrong. You would be disgusted with such a child, and yet this is the way you have been treating your 
heavenly Father. You must repent of your sin, and humbly and earnestly ask forgiveness. Will you do that?”

Louisa shrugged.
Rev. Abbott’s eyes filled with tears. “Why not, Louisa? Christ has died to atone for sin, and God will 

forgive you for His Son’s sake if you are penitent. ‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out’ (Acts 3:19a),” he quoted.

Louisa’s eyes filled with tears, and promised to give the matter some serious thought. The following 
week, she came again. She appeared more deeply impressed. “I know I need to pay more attention to my 
soul. I have neglected it too long,” she told the minister.

“Do you know that you are a sinner, Louisa?”
“Yes, sir, I do.” The girl wrung her hands. “I want to repent, but I cannot! I want to love God, but I 

do not know how I can,” she cried.
“Louisa, you must now count the cost,” counseled Rev. Abbott. “Are you ready to give up everything 

for Christ? Are you ready to give your whole heart to God?”
She hesitated a moment, and then answered truthfully, “I’m afraid not.”
“Well, Louisa, if you want to be a Christian, you must renounce all sin, and with a broken heart 

surrender yourself to the Savior.”
The next week, a cold prevented Louisa from coming to the youth meetings as well as the personal 

visit with the pastor, but the week following she came for another visit. To the minister’s great disap-
pointment, however, Louisa’s interest was diminishing. She seemed far less anxious about her soul than 
two weeks earlier. The Spirit was grieved. Two or three months passed. One day, Rev. Abbott was 
informed that Louisa was ill. Immediately, he went to visit the young lady. She was agitated and rest-
less, and when the minister asked her how she was feeling, she covered her face with both hands and 
burst into tears. Her sister explained, “Louisa is in great distress. She lies awake nearly every night.”

The minister spoke gently to the sick girl, trying to calm her. But Louisa cried, “I’m sick, and 
I might die! I know I am not a believer, and if I die like this, what will happen to me?” For a 
few minutes, Rev. Abbott hardly knew what to say. Every word she said was true. Her eyes were 
opened to her danger, and there was indeed cause for alarm. Death might be very near, and she 
was unprepared to appear before God. She saw it all. The minister knew, however, that God 
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is gracious and merciful. He told her that God is good and that He is more ready to forgive than we 
are to repent.

“But, sir,” wept the girl, “I have known the gospel and have not truly believed it. I have been 
ashamed of the Savior, and grieved away the Spirit. Now I might die. Oh, if I were only a Christian, 
I would be ready to die!”

Rev. Abbott told her of the Savior’s love, free and undeserved for guilty sinners. He reminded her of 
the thief on the cross, saved at the last hour. He pointed to God’s many precious promises. But it was all 
in vain. Trembling and agitated, she could only foresee a dark future. Kneeling by the bed, the minister 
fervently prayed that the Holy Spirit would guide her to the only One who could speak peace to her soul.

The next day Louisa was no better. “Can you not entrust your soul to the Savior who died for sinners? 
He said, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest’ (Matthew 11:28).”

“Yes, I know the Lord is merciful,” responded Louisa, “but somehow I cannot go to Him; I don’t know 
why. Oh, I am so miserable!”

Rev. Abbott opened his Bible and read the parable of the prodigal son, paying special attention to this 
verse: “But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on 
his neck, and kissed him” (Luke 15:20b).

Louisa only shook her head feebly. “None of these promises are for me,” she insisted. “I find no peace 
in them. I have been sinning against God for so long that I cannot come to Him anymore. Now He is 
summoning me to give an account, and what a dreadful account I have to give! If only my sins could be 
forgiven; how happy I would be! But now…,” she shuddered and wept at the thoughts racing through her 
mind. The minister prayed aloud, and she seemed to grow quieter.

Another morning came. Returning to Louisa’s home, the pastor was welcomed by her sorrowing family 
and asked how her night had been. “Dreadful, sir,” wept the mother. “She keeps saying she is lost forever, 
and that there is no hope for her.”

The minister went to her bedside. A few young friends along with Louisa’s family stood around the bed, 
weeping. Louisa warned them very seriously to prepare for death while they were still healthy and young. 
She told them how terrified she was of eternity and the punishment awaiting her. She said she knew God 
was ready to forgive those who were sincerely sorry for their sins, but she feared that what she was feeling 
was not sorrow for her sins, only dread of the terrible penalty. Never had any of Louisa’s visitors seen a 
deathbed such as this!

Late in the afternoon, the minister returned. Every eye in the room was filled with tears, but Louisa 
lay unconscious. After earnest prayer offered to a gracious God, Rev. Abbott went home. Early the next 
morning, he returned. Her father opened the door and answered Rev. Abbott’s unspoken question. “She 
died early this morning.”

“Did she regain consciousness?” asked the minister.
“Just before she died, she tried to speak, but we could not understand what she was saying,” replied 

the grieving father.
“Did she have any peace?”
“We thought she might have said that she was ready to die, but she was so weak and so far gone, 

that it’s impossible to know for sure if that’s really what she said.”
Dear children, let this story be a warning to you. Nothing is more important than the salvation of 

your soul! Plead with the Holy Spirit to work savingly in your heart. Nowhere does the Bible teach that 
you may decide when you should be saved; the promises are for today. Putting off salvation is danger-
ous. Be wise and heed the Word of God. “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him” (Psalm 2:12).

Adapted by Diana Kleyn from Anecdotes for the Young; or, Principles Illustrated by Facts, compiled by Rev. Daniel Smith. New York: 
Lane & Scott, 1852, 324–332.

Story for Children



Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag’s Farewell and Installation
The Lord willing, Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag is scheduled to preach his farewell sermon in 
the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Sunday, 
September 1, in the 6:00 p.m. service. He hopes to be installed in Grace Reformed Christian 
Church in Harrison, Arkansas, at 10:00 a.m. on September 15, 2013, with Rev. David Lipsy 
officiating. This will be followed on that same date by Rev. VanderZwaag’s inaugural service at 
the 2:30 p.m. service. We are grateful for our brother’s faithful, twelve-year ministry in Grand 
Rapids and will miss him and his wife, Elina, greatly. We pray that God will bless him, his 
family, and his work in Arkansas abundantly.

Pray for Dr. Robert Johnson
This is the first issue of the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth in many years that my 91-year-old 
assistant editor, Dr. Robert Johnson, has not proofread faithfully and meticulously. He has just 
returned home from the hospital now and is recuperating. His wife is also in a frail condition 
and quite dependent on him. We commend this dear brother and his dear wife to your prayers.

Obituary
VAN UNEN, Rolland “Ron” G., aged 80, passed away on Sunday, August 11, 2013 in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan. Ron was preceded in death by his infant son, Peter Cornelius, and his brother, Bud Van Unen. He is 
survived by his wife of 58 years, Elaine; Children—Mike and Kathy Van Unen, Cheryl and Ken Ganzevoort, 
Ronald Van Unen, Laurie and Dan Carlson, Betty and Kevin Elliott, Marilea and John Schievink, Debra 
and Peter Bors, Janice and Todd Grammatico; Brother—Henry and Kathy Ten Wolde; Brothers-in-law/
Sisters-in-law—Lois and Fred Haley, Marilyn and Paul Schurman, Ken and Jan Quist; 28 grandchildren, 11 
great-grandchildren. (Dr. J. R. Beeke, Numbers 14:24; Rev. James Ganzevoort, 1 Corinthians 15:19–23).

NEWS & ANNOuNCEmENTS
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.
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THE TIME FOR A FRESH 
WORK OF GOD.
2013 Evangelism Conference

www.nrbc.ca   September 27 & 28, 2013
2900 Fourth Ave., Jordan, Ontario.

Immanuel Orthodox Reformed Church Rev. Daniel Hyde

Visit the fatherless
and widows 
in their affliction.
JAMES 1:  27

Phone: 888-844-2624     Website: coah.org     Email: info@coah.org

The sun beats down  
and the air within the tent grows hot and stale. The rain whips 
down and the earth beneath the tent grows soggy. But the 
widow, Tatyana, and her children cannot leave. This is not a 
camping trip. It is now home. Since her husband in the ministry 
died, there is no money to rent a flat. Tatyana hopes to build a 
small house before winter, but has no income to do so. Can you 
help? You can see and read more about Tatyana on our website.

Aid to Churches and Christians 
in Eastern Europe and Russia

D.V. September 9-28 2013 COAH hopes to do a presentation tour
in Canada and in the USA. Please mark your agendas!

We hope to welcome Mr. Riko Viviers from Yakutia, Siberia to
share his experiences as a missionary in Siberia, Russia.

Ontario
September 09 : Oxford Reformed Christian School, Mt. Elgin. 09.00 am
   : Chatham. 07.30 pm (pending)
September 10 : Netherlands Reformed Congregation, Markham. 07.30 pm
September 11 : Free Reformed Church, St. George. 07.30 pm
September 12 : Maranatha CRC, Woodstock. 07.30 pm
September 13 : Jordan Christian School, Jordan. 02.00 pm
   : Jordan. 07.30 pm (pending)
September 14: Guido de Bres High School, Hamilton. 07.30 pm

Manitoba/Alberta/British Columbia
September 16 : Redeemer Canadian Ref Church, Winnipeg, MB. 07.30 pm
September 17 : Carman East Canadian Ref Church, Carman, MB. 07.30 pm
September 18 : Bethel Free Reformed Church, Monarch, AB. 07.30 pm
September 20 : Free Reformed Church, Chilliwack, BC. 07.30 pm

Michigan, USA
September 25 : Providence Christian School (Students) Kalamazoo. 10.00 am
   : Providence Christian School (Open), Kalamazoo 07.30 pm

www.coah.org
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National News
Texas, NorTh DakoTa, aND NorTh CaroliNa  
pass resTriCTive aborTioN laws
The Republican-led Texas Legislature has given final approval of a bill 
banning abortions after twenty weeks of pregnancy, setting the stage for 
an epic legal and political fight over one of the nation’s most restrictive 
abortion laws. Gov. Rick Perry hailed the Senate’s passage as the “final 
step in our historic effort to protect life” and vowed to sign the bill into 
law. “This legislation builds on the strong and unwavering commitment 
we have made to defend life and protect women’s health,” he said.

North Dakota’s governor signed into law the nation’s tough-
est restriction on abortion, banning them when a heartbeat can be 
detected, which is as early as six weeks into a pregnancy.

North Carolina is aiming to become the latest state to pass tougher 
restrictions on abortion procedures in an unexpected way. The Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee had been discussing a bill that outlaws the 
use of foreign law, such as Islamic Shari’ah law, in family courts. 
When the bill reached the Senate f loor, legislators tacked on abortion 
restrictions—including conscience protections for health care provid-
ers, funding limits for health plans, a ban on sex-selective abortions, 
among others—and approved the bill 29–12.

The Texas, North Dakota, and North Carolina laws are three of 
several being championed around the country by anti-abortion forces 
hoping to create a new challenge to the Supreme Court’s Roe vs. Wade 
ruling that legalized abortions.

More pro-lGbT CurriCuluM— 
CoMiNG To a sChool Near you
A Christian teacher is warning parents about some pro-LGBT cur-
riculum that may soon make its way into their child’s public school 
classroom, compliments of the National Education Association. At 
their just-ended convention, the NEA adopted a business item that 
encourages members to incorporate into the classroom lessons pro-
moting the homosexual lifestyle. The business item states that the 
NEA encourages “all educators [to] integrate lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) history, people and issues into their instructional 
programs.” The primary curriculum, Unheard Voices, is produced by 
the Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network (GLSEN) and offers 
what it calls “thematic” lessons on such topics as gender identity, “anti-
LGBT slurs,” and “winning the right to marry.” NEA delegate Sue 
Halvorson of Minnesota, a Christian, tells OneNewsNow that she is 
very concerned. “I’m a teacher in a middle school, sixth through eighth 
grade, and I just feel like this is devastating for our children because 
they already do question and wonder what’s going on,” she shares. “And 
when these things are presented in the schools, nothing negative is 
presented with it.” Halvorson urges parents to investigate these lessons 
online “because kids might not bring home [the material] because this 
curriculum that’s discussed there is something that’s done in the class-
room and [during] classroom discussion.” (Bob Kellogg, OneNewsNow)

International News
irelaND leGalizes aborTioN
In a 127–31 vote, Irish lawmakers passed Ireland’s Protection of Life 
During Pregnancy Bill, legalizing abortion in cases where the woman’s 
life is at risk. This is the nation’s first pro-abortion legislation to 
date. Roman Catholic conservatives vowed to punish Minister Enda 
Kenny’s centrist Fine Gael party by driving it from power for violating 
its 2011 campaign pledge not to legislate on abortion. Kenny, mean-
while, expelled five of his seventy-four lawmakers from Fine Gael’s 

parliamentary group for voting against the bill and said they couldn’t 
seek re-election as Fine Gael candidates. Strong support for the bill 
came from left-wing politicians, including Kenny’s coalition partners 
in the Labour Party, who favor much easier access to abortion.

briTaiN leGalizes Gay “MarriaGe”
Britain has legalized gay “marriage” after Queen Elizabeth II gave her 
royal stamp of approval. House of Commons Speaker John Bercow 
told lawmakers that the royal assent had been given—the day after 
the bill to legalize same-sex marriage in England and Wales cleared 
Parliament. The queen’s approval was a formality. It clears the way for 
the first gay marriages next summer.

The bill enables gay couples to get married in both civil and reli-
gious ceremonies in England and Wales. It also will allow couples 
who had previously entered into a civil partnership to convert their 
relationship to a marriage.

Persecution Focus
FollowiNG reCovery oF ‘sToleN revoluTioN,’  
CelebraTioN shiFTs To DaNGer For eGypT’s CopTs
The New York Times reports that a new wave of violence all across 
Egypt is targeting Coptic Christians, whom some blame for President 
Mohamed Morsi’s resignation. According to the Times, “Since Mr. 
Morsi’s ouster on July 3, the activists say, a priest has been shot dead in 
the street, Islamists have painted black Xs on Christian shops to mark 
them for arson and angry mobs have attacked churches and besieged 
Christians in their homes. Four Christians were reported slaughtered 
with knives and machetes in one village last week.” However, most 
Copts remained ecstatic about removing Morsi from office, even amid 
escalating violence. For Christians and their leaders in Egypt, the big 
question has been whether to support the rebel movement or to stand 
publicly with the democratically elected government despite recent 
declines in religious freedom. Atef Gendy, president of Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in the Abbassia section of Cairo, released this 
statement on June 30:

In the past, previous regimes pushed the Church to give them 
support, by controlling Christians and calling them not to 
oppose standing regimes. In the long run, this minimized the 
effective role of Christians, separating them from the rest of 
society and depriving them of the liberty to act independently 
as full, mature citizens according to their faith and conscience. 
Now we have learned our lesson and refuse to be a tool in the 
hand of any regime.

We believe that Christians are full 
citizens, who have the complete right 
to express themselves peacefully in 
the way they like. Nevertheless, we 
call upon Christians and Muslims 
as they demonstrate to avoid all 
sorts of violence or destruction. 
We also see that religious institu-
tions cannot dispense with their 
moral and prophetic responsibility 
in exposing mistakes and corruption. 
The simple requirements of the Egyp-
tians for which they revolted over two years 
ago and are now rebelling, are fair, legal, and 
logical. They deserve the support of every-
one and of all civil and social institutions 
including the religious ones. (NY Times)

CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW JOHN GOuDzWAARD
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Dear young friends, in this new series, we wish to begin exploring the ways in which the Decalogue or the Ten 
Commandments relate to our use of social media and technology. A foray into technology is important because 
we live every day with technology, interact with others via social media, do our shopping via technology, or even 
reach others with the gospel through technology. Technology has pervaded every area of our lives and so we need 
to form a biblical response in our ownership and usage of it. This is where the Ten Commandments are connected 
to our digital world. If the Ten Commandments are the eternal law of the eternal God, and they are, then they 
have something very important to say to us today. The Ten Commandments are as relevant to us today as they 
were to the Israelites on Mt. Sinai.

You might already be thinking that the Ten Commandments are simply rules that God has given to govern 
spiritual life and some other practical aspects of life, but with nothing to say to our world of technology. Actually 
the opposite is true; the Ten Commandments touch every area of our lives. They touch the gods we serve or where 
our heart settles in worship. They touch our worship of God, our thoughts towards God, our attitude to rest, and 
our attitude towards others in our thoughts and actions. Technology thus also needs to be governed and guided by 
the perfect law of the Lord (Ps. 19:7). 

The Ten Commandments are more than just a set of rules by which to govern our lives. They contain rules and 
guidelines, but they reveal much more than that. They reveal the character of God—He is eternally holy, righteous, 
just, merciful, gracious, and full of lovingkindness. The law reveals our sinfulness. In other words, the law convicts 
us of our powerlessness to live as God wants us to, and the demands of the law are not lessened because of it! The 
law shows our great need of Christ’s obedience to be substituted for our disobedience. When the Spirit brings us 
to faith in Christ through the convicting power of the law and the sight of all that we need in Christ, the law also 
reveals a new way of life. It reveals a life of thankfulness and renewed worship to God as He intended.

If you do not believe in Christ, we pray that this new series would drive you to see your need of Christ’s perfect 
obedience regarding your sins in using technology and social media. And if you do believe in Christ, we pray that 
the Ten Commandments would serve as a light upon your path in honoring and serving God in your usage of 
social media and technology. The law reveals both law and gospel: it tells us how to live, but also points us to the 
perfect obedience of Christ.

So often we skip over the prologue, the first few verses of Exodus 20 which introduce us to the Ten Command-
ments, but those few verses are equally as important as the Ten Commandments. They ground the keeping of the 
law in the redemption that God has accomplished. He reminds young people today as He did the Israelites, “I am 
the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage…” Has the 
LORD done that for you in Christ by His Spirit? Surely, if God has compassion on your soul, you ought to regulate 
your life according to His law as a fitting response to His gospel. May you find grace to regulate your lives in the 
digital age according to law and gospel.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor 
of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.

law & gospel

Rev. maRk keLDeRman & Rev. maaRTen kuIvenhoven
coRneR FoR TeenS

THE  DECALOGuE  FOR  
THE  DIGITAL  AGE  (1):



Christian Education
From a PRTS alumnus:
My daughter, Sieun, and I have recently co-translated Dr.  
R. C. Sproul’s children’s books into the Korean language. 
So far we have translated four books and two of them were 
published two weeks ago in South Korea. The other two 
books are to come in June.

Here are the pictures of the 
cover page of the two books.

I would like to express my 
sincere gratitude to Plymouth 
Christian Elementary School 
teachers who taught Sieun English for two years. When 
Sieun came to America in 2008, she did not know English. 
But with the help of Plymouth teachers and friends, she came 
to speak English very well. Now Sieun hopes to translate 
more Christian books for Korean children, Lord willing.

Prison Ministry
From a friend in prison:
I am in prison and am new to the Reformed faith. I receive 
your sermons every week and have been for several months 
now. There are eight of us Reformers here and we gather on 
the yard to study your sermons. This letter is just to thank 
you for being faithful in sending the sermons. They come 
in handy and are well studied. May God bless you all there. 
We will keep you in our prayers. Thank you!

Puritan Reformed  
Theological Seminary

From a new seminary student who  
ministers on the West coast:
I want to let you know that my experience at PRTS has 
made a deep impression on me. There are several reasons 
for that, but let me mention the one that I think summarizes 
them all: in all my exposure to Christians, I have never 
been around so many people who live in such likeness to 
their profession. As a first timer, I can say that head, heart, 
and hands is truly—though, obviously, in imperfection—at 
PRTS. I am currently reading Flavel’s Keeping the Heart and 
I can’t but think that God, in His grace, has allowed you 
brethren to sow the seeds of heart cultivation which is seen 
in how you live.

Reformation Heritage Books
From an email friend:
My wife and I are so grateful for the books you sent. All 
of them are wonderful resources that we have already dived 
into. Our oldest child is really enjoying God’s Alphabet for 

Life. And my wife and I have already put into practice what 
we have learned from Family Worship and The Family at 
Church. We just cannot thank you enough for these books. 
They have been life-changing for our family.

From a conference attendee:
I came by your booth at a recent conference and wanted to 
thank you for recommending that I buy Wilhemus à Brakel’s 
work The Christian’s Reasonable Service! I have only been able 
to begin reading this work, but have already found it to be 
a great delight and challenge to my soul. I am certain that 
this will be a work that I will use for years to come not only 
for my personal edification, but also in my discipleship of 
others. Thank you so much for the recommendation and for 
offering quality books at a reasonable price. I look forward 
to adding your web site to places that I regularly visit.

From a pastor and scholar in England:
I am writing to thank you for that beautiful book Calvin for 
Today that you recently sent. It is beautifully produced and 
written, but best of all its substance is a delight. I am thank-
ful for the team of men you brought together for this work 
and for the fresh way in which they present these glorious 
doctrines of God’s grace to our generation.

The Lord has been wonderfully good to us in our life 
time. I was brought up among a Calvinistic people and 
from childhood I think I saw something of the grandeur of 
these doctrines, but there was something very defensive and 
almost apologetic in our community. Then I was brought 
under the ministry of Martyn Lloyd-Jones and I heard the 
teachings without any apology. They were presented with 
a God-given confidence, an authority from God which 
amazed and strengthened me as a young Christian. I was 
a student in London as the first Banner Books appeared. I 
was already drinking in the teaching of the Banner maga-
zine. It was really like life from the dead. I think that now 
in America things seem to be ahead of us in England where 
at times the struggle seems intense, but I thank the Lord 
for you and it is so good to know of the work that He has 
given you to do. May the Lord strengthen your hands and 
encourage you in His service.

From a high school teacher in Maryland:
I handed out a number of copies of Living for the Glory of 
God: An Introduction to Calvinism to my colleagues at my 
school, to show them that Calvinism is true theology that 
lines up with the Scriptures. They have all returned to me 
saying basically the same thing: “We have never read such 
a heart-felt, warm, non-intimidating, and humble yet infor-
mative book on explaining what Calvinism really is. This 
is most helpful.”
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God of my life, through all my days, 
My grateful powers shall sound Thy praise; 
My song shall wake with opening light, 
And cheer the dark and silent night.

When anxious cares would break my rest, 
And griefs would tear my throbbing breast, 
Thy tuneful praises, raised on high, 
Shall check the murmur and the sigh.

When death o’er nature shall prevail, 
And all its powers of language fail, 
Joy through my swimming eyes shall break 
And mean the thanks I cannot speak.

But O! when that last conflict’s o’er, 
And I am chained to earth no more, 
With what glad accents shall I rise 
To join the music of the skies!

Soon shall I learn the exalted strains 
Which echo through the heavenly plains; 
And emulate, with joy unknown, 
The glowing seraphs round the throne.

The cheerful tribute will I give, 
Long as a deathless soul shall live; 
A work so sweet, a theme so high, 
Demands and crowns eternity.

— PHILIP DODDRIDGE


