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Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd, 
Our little ones are dear to Thee; 
Gathered with Thine arms and carried 
In Thy bosom may they be 
Sweetly, gently, safely tended, 
From all want and danger free.

Tender Shepherd, never leave them 
From Thy fold to go astray; 
By Thy look of  love directed, 
May they walk the narrow way; 
Thus direct them, and protect them, 
Lest they fall an easy prey.

Let Thy holy Word instruct them: 
Fill their minds with heav’nly light; 
Let Thy love and grace constrain them, 
To approve whate’er is right, 
Take Thine easy yoke and wear it, 
And to prove Thy burden light.

Cleanse their hearts from sinful folly 
In the stream Thy love supplied; 
Mingled streams of  blood and water 
Flowing from Thy wounded side; 
And to heav’nly pastures lead them, 
Where Thine own still waters glide.

— JAne LeeSOn

A Back to School Prayer
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Calvin affirming CateChism training
believe me, monseigneur, the church of God will never preserve 
itself without a Catechism, for it is like that seed to keep the good 
grain from dying out, and causing it to multiply from age to age. 
And therefore, if you desire to build an edifice which shall be of long 
duration, and which shall not soon fall into decay, make provision for 
the children being instructed in good Catechism, which may show 
them brief ly, and in language level to their tender age, wherein true 
Christianity consists. this Catechism will serve two purposes, to wit, 
as an introduction to the whole people, so that every one may profit 
from what shall be preached, and also to enable them to discern when 
any presumptuous person puts forward strange doctrine.

John Calvin, Letter of Oct. 22, 1548 to the Duke of Somerset, in Tracts  
and Letters (1858; repr., Carlisle: The Banner of Truth Trust, 2009). 5:191
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Meditation • Rev. MiCHaeL finteLMan

even as this season nears the transition to autumn, 
the very word summertime fills our minds with images: 
vacations, swimming, bike rides, relaxation, summer 
jobs, hot and sunny days, and all the other things that 
make up our summers. Students, maybe you are think-
ing of some of these summertime activities with wist-
fulness as you head back to school.

It may be surprising to you that the bible speaks 
about summer several times. however, when God uses 
the word, the images he paints are very different from 
our initial thoughts on summertime.

In Genesis, after the worldwide f lood, God prom-
ised: “while the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day 
and night shall not cease” (Gen. 8:22). the unfolding 
seasons, including summer, remind us of his unfailing 
faithfulness in regulating all things in nature. When 
you look at nature’s seasons, do you contemplate the 
Lord’s faithfulness in all things? Students, as you head 
back to school and the warm summer days cool off, is 
your heart warmed by the unchanging faithfulness of 
God shown to sinners like us?

In the book of proverbs, God uses the little ant 
working overtime in the summer to remind us of the 
need to stay busy and think of the future. “the ants are 
a people not strong, Yet they prepare their food in the 
summer” (prov. 30:25). even though you probably had 
times of relaxation this summer, did you learn from the 
ant? more importantly, are you preparing for the “sea-
son of eternity” ahead of us all by laying up treasures in 
heaven (matt. 6:20)? Solomon writes the ant is “exceed-

ing wise” as it prepares for the coming season. how wise 
are we? A wise person trusts Jesus Christ and follows 
him and obeys him by faith.

In the parable of the fig tree recorded in matthew 
24, mark 13, and Luke 21, Jesus points out that when 
you see the leaves appearing on fig trees you know sum-
mertime is very near. he illustrates in a parallel way 
that when we see the signs of the times, Jesus’ Second 
Coming is very near. the changing seasons and world 
events point us to the approaching footsteps of the Lord. 
Do we hear his footsteps as we look around us?

I pray that as you conclude this summer and head 
back to school or work, the words of Jeremiah 8:20 
would not be true for us: “the summer is ended, and we 
are not saved.” rather, may our hearts sing this season 
and always:

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!” 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!

Rev. Mike Fintelman is pastor of the heritage reformed Congregation 
in hull, Iowa.

summertime
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Editor ial/Family Guidance  
Dr. Joel R. Beeke

In his book The Age of Opportunity, paul tripp stresses that 
a war is being waged for the hearts of our children. this 
war began in the Garden of eden and will continue until 
“the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ” (rev. 11:15). this war is a conf lict 
between light and darkness, good and evil, righteousness 
and wickedness, holiness and perversity. According to Gen-
esis 3:15, it is a war between the seed of the woman and 
the seed of the serpent, or between Christ and Satan. the 
world we live in is the great theater of this war, which has 
battlefields everywhere:

• in seats of government and centers of culture,
• in the legislatures and courtrooms of the commonwealth, 
• in the offices and workshops of business, 
• in the marketplaces and entertainment districts of cities, 
• in colleges, schools, and churches, 
• in our homes and families, and, 
• most importantly, in our hearts and minds, and those of 

our children.
As long as we are in the body, we must live in the world. 
retreat or escape is not an option. God wills that we live 
in the world as it is, but that we live here as the people of 
God, being “in the world but not of it,” or, in biblical terms, 
to “live godly in Christ Jesus” (2 tim. 3:12).

As believing parents, we must equip and train our chil-
dren to fight this war. We must teach and urge them, with 
the Spirit’s blessing, to “forsake the world, crucify the old 
nature, and walk in a new and holy life” (baptism Form). 
regardless of where your children grow up, what schools 
they attend, and what has happened in their lives, all of 
them are caught up in this war. Leaving them unequipped 
or untrained for this battle will abandon them to the world.

So what is worldliness? Worldliness means the state of 
being or becoming like the world; or as paul puts it, “being 
conformed to this world” (rom. 12:2). because this world is 
the realm of fallen mankind, worldliness is any human activ-
ity pursued without God or against God, or using any of God’s 
good creations and gifts for the gratification of sinful desires, 

which ultimately serves the self-centered ambitions of fallen 
human beings. In short, worldliness is all that is antithetical 
to God; it rebels against the Lord and his Christ (ps. 2:2), 
refusing to ref lect the glory of God as we were created to do.

What Worldliness Is Not
Worldliness is not complete rejection of God. though such 
rejection is worldliness, this rejection is not synonymous with 
worldliness. Worldliness begins much earlier than absolute 
rejection. First, worldliness begins with failing to view things 
from God’s perspective. We do not need to reject him to be 
worldly but only to ignore him and go our own way in life. 
We only need to f lirt with the world, professing to love God 
but making friends with the world in our hearts and lives.

Second, worldliness is not merely living an “unchristian” 
life. Worldliness can wear the outward trappings of religion, 
and many Christians do live worldly lives, having a form 
of godliness but denying its power. the aim of a Christian 
life is to live for the glory of God alone, by faith in God, 
and according to will of God. All sin turns us away from 
God. Whenever we commit sin, we reject God’s rule over 
our life. So professing Christians who sin can appear to be 
no different from the people of this world.

third, worldliness is seldom blatant. If all temptations 
were blatant, they would be easier to resist. We may think 
of worldliness as the girl who loves to shop. She buys lots of 
stuff—especially new clothes. She wears excessive makeup. 
She pursues all the latest trends. She dates only boys who 
make her feel good about herself. this is a form of worldli-
ness, but it is excessive. Worldliness does not have to be so 
blatant, and seldom is.

John describes elements of worldliness as “the lust of the 
f lesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,” or desire 
for pleasure, possessions, and the pursuit of status, wealth, 
or fame. In these ways the world bids for our love and loy-
alty. We often minimize our forms of worldliness in light 
of another’s sin, but worldliness is at work in the heart and 
mind of every human being. We must examine ourselves to 
discover the ways in which we are too much like the world.

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. — 1 John 2:15–17

Training our Children to
Fight Worldliness[ [
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A common strategy on the battle field is to know the 
enemy. this is also true of fighting worldliness. Worldli-
ness can be very deceptive; sin rarely, if ever, appears to us 
as a horrendous beast. If the world showed its true nature 
as a house of bondage, a pit of corruption, and the realm 
of death, many would be repulsed by it. but this enemy 
disguises itself as something that is congenial, attractive, 
and fascinating and promises great rewards, much like the 
“strange woman” of proverbs 5:3–6.

Let us examine in more detail what worldliness is, and 
offer some practical suggestions on how to fight worldliness 
in ourselves and our children.

What Worldliness Is
First, worldliness desires to please man, not God. It fears the 
censure of people and loves their praise; it loves self rather 
than God. It approves of what others approve to win their 
approval. It seeks to be like others and to be liked for this. 
In time this bid for approval develops into blind ambition 
for recognition, status, and success.

From the time they are toddlers, our children are pressed 
to perform for others. If they are parked in front of the 
television, they soon learn that happiness consists of the 
abundance of things. In school, our children are pushed to 
earn good grades so they can go to the best colleges, where 
they can train for the most lucrative professions. they and 
their friends encourage each other to be popular, to wear 
the latest styles and best brands of clothing, and to watch 
the latest videos or movies. they also learn how to deceive 
their parents, win favor with teachers, keep a boss happy, 
and do whatever it takes to get ahead at home, school, or 
work. Our children are under constant pressure to conform 
to the world to succeed in the world on its terms.

Second, worldliness has a higher regard for one’s body 
than one’s soul, for external, material things rather than 
internal, spiritual things. Worldliness teaches our children 
to covet the best clothes, the hottest cars, the latest tech-
nological gadgets, the best-looking girlfriend or boyfriend, 
and other material things. Our daughters learn they must 
wear the cutest outfits, do their hair according to the trends, 
and do all they can to have striking figures. Our boys learn 
to resist maturity, surround themselves with toys, pursue 
money, and build up their bodies at the expense of their 
minds. In this our sons and daughters pursue the world’s 
images of manhood and womanhood. Worldliness in both 
men and women exalts outward appearance rather than “the 
hidden man of the heart” (1 peter 3:4).

third, worldliness loves material things and pursues 
riches. this form of worldliness is often excused as “enjoy-
ing the rewards” of our hard work in life or of fulfilling our 
perceived needs. We must have a reliable car so why not one 
with all the bells and whistles? We need a place to live so why 
not take out a mortgage for the large, spacious home we’ve 
been dreaming about? We need family vacations, so why not 

splurge on cruises or expensive resorts? We talk ourselves 
into self-indulgence and over-indulgence in many ways. 

this temptation is also prevalent in our children. they 
must communicate with us, so why not give them what 
they beg for: a smart phone that takes great pictures, stores 
music, and connects to the Internet? they need shoes, so 
why not indulge their desire for the latest style, even if it is 
a bit pricey? While wanting phones or shoes is not inher-
ently sinful, worldliness may lie at the root of such perceived 
needs. Wealth and possessions are a dangerous temptation 
for all of us. Jesus confronted the rich young man on this 
very point, and the man went away sorrowful because he 
could not part with his possessions, even at the cost of eter-
nal life (matt. 19:16–22).

Fourth, worldliness wants things that pertain only to this 
life. Setting our affections on earthly things prevents us from 
drawing close to God and seeking those things which are 
above. Our children, who lack experience, knowledge, and 
wisdom, often view life only in terms of the present. even 
teenagers have not developed the judgment needed to see 
that their decisions today may have destructive consequences 
tomorrow. this lack of perspective puts our children at great 
risk. If this life were all we had, surely we’d tell our children 
to make the most of it. Our motto would be, “Let us eat and 
drink; for tomorrow we die” (1 Cor. 15:32).

Fifth, worldliness fosters pride. pride includes self-cen-
teredness, self-approval, self-promotion, and self-indulgence. 
preachers can be proud of their sermons or the number of 
people who attend their services. elders can be proud of their 
position or the power they wield in consistory. Wives can be 
proud of their homes and furnishings, or the clothes they 
wear to church. We cannot simply tell our children, “Stop 
being proud!” because pride can be present in action or in 
attitude. Our children can be proud of doing good in self-
congratulation, and they can be proud of doing evil in rebel-
lion and self-assertion. they can be proud when commended 
by their parents and proud when rebuked by their parents. 
Children can be proud of their material possessions and they 
can resent not having the things their friends have. pride is 
present when our children willfully sin as well as when they 
attempt to do good. Fallen human nature fosters pride and its 
high estimation of self. “Surely every man walketh in a vain 
show,” says psalm 39:6. to conquer pride we must strike at 
its roots by forsaking the world and crucifying our old nature.

Ways to Fight Worldliness
We have the great responsibility of training our children 
to fight worldliness. It is not enough merely to identify the 
issues, for great measures are called for. parents need to show 
their children that they must value their souls more than 
things of this world; to fear and love the Lord more than 
the praise or censures of people; to be more concerned about 
laying up treasure in heaven than treasure on earth. that 
requires much perseverance from parents and many sacrifices.
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Model Godliness
First, we must model for our children how to fight against 
worldliness. Our children struggle with worldliness because 
we also fight it. If parents live as people-pleasers and regard 
outward appearance more highly than spiritual things—if 
they love material things, live for earthly pleasure, mind 
earthly things, and embrace pride—how can they help their 
children? many parents live vicariously through their chil-
dren. they boast about their children’s popularity, physical 
beauty, success, or wealth, thereby confirming the worst 
traits in their children and in themselves.

helping our children fight worldliness must begin with 
our own battle against it. If our children do not see us strug-
gling, they will have no concept of what it is to fight worldli-
ness. If they don’t see you living for greater things than the 
glory of people, they won’t live for things greater than that. 
If they see pride unchecked in you, they will become proud 
in their attitudes and actions.

Teach Self-denial
Second, we must teach our children self-denial. the world 
targets self-love. It urges our children to gratify their wants, 
desires, and ambitions. We must combat that by teaching 
our children the power of self-denial. Self-denial is an act 
of faith which begins in the mind, heart, and will. We need 
the Spirit’s power to say no to the demands of self. We 
teach children what self-denial is by encouraging them to be 
other-centered. the best place to learn that is in the home. 
teach your children the beauty of cherishing their brothers 
and sisters. Show them how to serve the people whom they 
live with day by day. Use family devotions to show your chil-
dren what is most important in life. Guard your marriage 
with care, for marriage is one of the most self-sacrificing 

relationships that our children will ever see. It shows them 
how wives should submit to their husbands, and husbands 
must be willing to lay down their lives for their wives.

Combat the Lust of the Eyes
third, John tells us that worldliness includes the lust of the 
eyes. think of the bright eyes of your little ones that absorb 
a growing mass of objects, events, actions, and impressions. 
Over the past decades, we have learned the danger of letting 
our children watch too much entertainment, spend too much 
time on the computer, or have too much access to popu-
lar books, magazines, or movies. Allowing them to explore 
this world with no guidance, supervision, or accountability 
is simply wrong. We must teach them how to make wise 
choices by turning off the power source to these worldly 
temptations. We must not let our children go unguarded into 
the world while we engage in our own pursuits and interests.

 parents, do you know what your children are doing on 
the computer? What books they are reading? What videos 
they are watching? What they are texting on their phones? 
What do you know about their daily lives? What part do 
you play in them?

While we cannot take our children out of the world, 
we can challenge the ways the world works on our chil-
dren. We may have to preview what they desire to read or 
watch. We must be wise in explaining why a movie or book 
or magazine is not fit for Christians because it promotes 
falsehood or immorality, encourages materialism and self-
indulgence, glorifies violence, or presents an ungodly view 
of human sexuality.

think carefully before giving your children access to any 
form of media, be it a computer, i-pad, or smart phone. Are 
they old enough to use it responsibly? how will you monitor 

their activities? In addition, go 
shopping with them. be a part of 
their decision process, whether 
for clothes, music, or accesso-
ries. encourage them to spend 
money wisely. be prepared to say 
no when you need to, but also 
let them make some mistakes, 
such as spending so much on 
new shoes that they can’t have a 
new shirt. Living with the con-
sequences of a bad decision can 
be a good way to learn.

One of the most helpful 
ways to help your children fight 
worldliness is to talk to them. 
Family worship is a great time 
for such discussions. Use an 
appropriate bible verse or pas-
sage as a springboard for these 
talks. Daily activities also offer 



opportunities for one-on-one discussions, but remember to 
listen as much as speak, and to instruct and impart wisdom 
more than to criticize or condemn.

Unveil the Heart Problem
Fourth, help your children fight worldliness by teaching 
them that material objects are not inherently sinful. As 
creations of God, most things are good as long as they are 
received with thanksgiving and used as God intends. but 
our sinful natures are prone to pervert all good things and 
use them for our harm. Our children give way to world-
liness in the most outrageous things. Five-year-old boys 
argue with their friends about whose dad can beat up the 
other’s dad. Little girls argue about who has the prettiest 
dress. Worldliness can feed on almost anything in life. We 
who acknowledge that Christ is Lord agree with paul that 
whatever we do should be done for the glory of God (1 Cor. 
10:31). No area of your children’s life should be outside the 
Lordship of Christ, whether it is material possessions, per-
sonal relationships, family, school work, vocations, leisure 
activities, or entertainment. the war against worldliness 
must be fought in all things. As human beings we are apt 
to forget that we are at war. We let our defenses down and 
cease to fight the good fight. We need to teach our children 
about the war they are in and to equip, encourage, and lead 
them in the fight against worldliness.

Stress the Positive
Fifth, it is not enough to merely sweep the minds of our 
children of worldliness (see Luke 11:24ff). Simply deny-
ing them access to the media often increases the power of 
temptation. We also cannot withdraw from the world like 
the Amish to preserve holiness. buying our clothes from 
secondhand stores or limiting what we own is also not a 
cure-all for worldliness, for worldliness and pride can attach 
themselves even to frugality, austerity, and rigorous asceti-
cism (Col. 2:20–23).

to truly fight worldliness we must fill our children with 
good things. Fill their minds with Scripture and offer them 
good books to read. Look for good films that reinforce 
Christian values. Let them learn to make music of their own 
on the piano or guitar. If your children should not go to a 
worldly party on Friday night, let them have a supervised 
and wholesome party at home. Spend time as a family doing 
a favorite activity. Offer to go camping with them. encour-
age them to have their friends over. but also, pulsate with 
the gospel in your children’s presence, so that they may 
imitate you in fellowshipping with believers, evangelizing 
unbelievers, and serving both. If all we ever do is say no to 
our children without offering alternatives, we will simply 
discourage them. the best way to discourage worldliness 
is to teach our children God-honoring ways to enjoy the 
good things—both spiritual and natural—that the Father 
of lights sends to us.

Fight by Faith
Finally, remember that the battle against worldliness is not 
simply against external things. Worldliness is a disease of 
the heart and must be fought by faith, so do more than 
regulate your children’s outward behavior. to fight against 
worldliness, our children need a new heart and a new will. 
they need faith in God and love for Jesus Christ. Above 
all things, pray for your children without ceasing. Keep the 
offer of the gospel before their eyes and ears. Lead them 
to Christ, urging them to cast every part of themselves 
upon him as Savior and Lord. pray they will be given faith 
to claim all that was promised to them in their baptism. 
pray that they will cleave to God, trusting in him and 
loving him through Jesus Christ, for only he can deliver 
them from the power of the world, the f lesh, and the devil. 
Without prayer, the Word, and the work of the holy Spirit, 
anything we do for our children will fail.

Our Greatest Encouragement:  
Victory Promises in Christ
Our greatest encouragement in the fight against worldli-
ness is this promise of our Lord Jesus Christ: “In the world 
ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33). God has declared that he is 
for us (rom. 8:31), even in our fight to deliver our children 
from the deadly snare of worldliness. he promises victory— 
yes, eternal victory—to those who stay in the fight until the 
war is done (1 Cor. 15:57–58). the world’s best pleasures 
are temporary, but Christ’s victory in and through us by 
faith is eternal. remember Spurgeon’s graphic statement, 
“If you had got all the world, you would have got nothing 
after your coffin lid was screwed down but gravedust in 
your mouth.”

may God so work in you and your children with the 
saving power of his Spirit that the world will lie as dead 
at your feet as you are dead to the world. may he richly 
bless you and your children with his covenantal mercies 
and place his divine approval on all your efforts to pre-
serve your covenant children from the sinful enticements 
of worldliness.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic theology and hom-
iletics at puritan reformed theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Netherlands reformed Congregation of Grand rapids, michigan. I thank 
michael borg for his research assistance on this article.
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The Withered Fig  Tree
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Our passage records events that took place during the last week of 
Christ’s ministry on earth—a week filled with tension and expec-
tation. At one point, Christ can be found overlooking the city of 
Jerusalem and weeping (Luke 19:41–42). At another, he could 
be found overthrowing the tables of the moneychangers (mark 
11:15–17). In these final days of his ministry, Christ is walking 
as on the edge of the fierce judgment that he will endure. All he 
says and does pertains to this truth, either as a message of well or 
woe. Some scenes are exuberant; others, solemn.

An instance of the latter is Christ’s miracle of the withered 
fig tree. It’s worth noting that this is a miracle of judgment. All 
of Christ’s miracles were miracles of power. most of Christ’s 
miracles were miracles of mercy, but this miracle was one of 
judgment. Christ had often restored the withered limbs of dis-
abled people (matt. 12:13, John 5:8, Acts 3:7); here, however, 
Christ withered the limbs of a fruitless tree. the only other 
miracle Christ did that had an element of judgment was a legion 
of demons were cast into a herd of swine, who then plunged 
themselves into the lake (mark 5:13). even there, however, the 
main purpose of the miracle was the healing of the demon-
possessed man. Christ did not go about cursing people and 
restoring trees, but restoring people.

Understanding the Miracle
We can surmise from a number of passages that Christ was 
lodging in bethany, which was located on the mount of Olives 
just a short walking distance from the city of Jerusalem (mark 
11:1, 11). the miracle we are looking at took place most likely 
on the the monday before what is known as Good Friday. the 
day before, Christ had entered the city to the hosanna cries 
of the children (11:1–10). When he arrived at the temple, he 
“looked round about upon all things” (v. 11). this quiet and 
solemn inspection of the temple by the Son of God must have 
been impressive to those who observed it. however, the next 
day he would come into the temple and overturn the tables and 
cast out the merchants (11:15–16). 

the picture is this: early in the morning, the Savior walked 
towards Jerusalem. he was hungry (mark 11:12). We don’t 
know if he had been fasting or had missed a morning meal, 
but along the road were many fig trees. In fact, bethphage 
(referred to in mark 11:1), a neighboring village to bethany, 
means “the house of figs.” Along the road, if the figs were ripe, 
people passing by would often help themselves to these figs.

there were basically three times a year when you could find 
ripe figs on trees—June, August, and December. however, it 
was only march or April; mark says “the time of figs was not 
yet” (11:13). Nevertheless, even this early in the year, a small 
fruit could be found on the fig tree, even before the leaves would 
come out. It was knob-like and tasted rather starchy. this is 
probably what Solomon refers to in Song of Solomon 2:13, in 

his description of early spring: “the fig tree putteth forth green 
figs” (2:13). the ancient literature tells us that peasants might 
eat this fruit when they were hungry; otherwise, it would fall 
off later, when the real fruit would begin to form.

As the Savior approached the tree, he noticed it from a 
distance. Clearly, it stood out from all the rest because of its foli-
age. he came up to it “if haply he might find” some fruit on it 
(v. 13). he found “nothing but leaves” (mark 11:13). thereupon 
he pronounced the following curse: “No man eat fruit of thee 
hereafter for ever” (v. 14). “And presently the fig tree withered 
away” (matt. 21:19). In mark we read that the next day when 
the Lord and his disciples came back past the place, “they saw 
the fig tree dried up from the roots” (11:20).

Some commentators have suggested that Christ acted 
harshly here, out of unwarranted frustration even. that is not 
at all the case. First of all, here is the Creator of everything, 
including all the trees of the field. they are his to do with as 
he pleases. God gave to Adam dominion over the fish, birds, 
and also the trees of the field (Gen 1:28); should not the Second 
Adam be able to exercise that dominion? Finally, the bible tells 
us that Christ was “holy, harmless, and undefiled” (heb. 7:26). 
Never was “guile was found in his mouth” (1 pet. 2:22). espe-
cially, as the curse of God comes into view as soon falling upon 
him, everything Christ does is both fitting and full of signifi-
cance. man should cease subjecting Christ to our judgment. 
Instead, we need to come under his verdict concerning us.

The Lord’s Searching Gaze
this miracle of Christ has a profoundly spiritual meaning. the 
Old testament often compares people to trees. more specifi-
cally, Israel or the church of the Old testament is compared 
frequently to a fig tree (e.g., hos. 9:10). the Lord is entitled 
to the fruit of what he has planted. In fact, in micah 7, the 
Lord pictures himself as one who desires to eat the fruit of hs 
people, but “there is no cluster to eat:  my soul desired the fir-
stripe fruit” (7:1). Christ himself taught the parable of the fig 
tree (Luke 13:6–9), which has many parallels with our passage. 

the text implies there were many fruitless and leaf less 
trees, and yet Christ did not curse any of them. So the problem 
is not fruitlessness, per se, but rather, the fact that this leafy 
fig tree pretends to have fruit, whereas the others do not. this 
was the kind of tree that if we would spot it today, we would 
photograph it and even put it on a calendar page. Imagine its 
long boughs laced with magnificent leaves.

the bible teaches that “man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh upon the heart” (1 Sam. 
16:7). Just as the Lord Jesus’ searching gaze examines this tree 
from top to bottom, and looks under every leaf to see if there 
is any fruit, so he examines the hearts and lives of men. Sadly, 
his eyes often see only leaves and no fruit. 

The Miracles of Christ (7):



What fruit is the Lord looking for? the bible is clear on 
what sacrifices God accepts (ps. 51:17): poor and contrite 
hearts that tremble at the Word; repentance towards God and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; love for Christ; love for souls; 
hatred of sin; contentment in God and the lot he gives us in 
life; longing for him and his righteousness; liberality to the 
poor; resting in Christ and his finished work; renouncing the 
hidden things of dishonesty. Christ is looking for the fruit of 
the Spirit, which “is love, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22).

It is worth noticing that right before and after this incident, 
Christ would enter into the temple complex to search it, and 
what he would find would parallel this fig tree in a remarkable 
way. It was a beautiful and impressive temple, with beautifully 
dressed priests, imposing pharisees, rich people giving gifts 
in showy ways—beautiful leaves without real fruit. the same 
lesson is found in Jeremiah 17:4: “I the LOrD search the heart 
and try the reins.”

The Lord’s Withering Words
Focus for a moment on the cutting words the Savior speaks to 
this tree: “No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever ” (v. 14). 
If any of us spoke to a tree, our words wouldn’t accomplish any-
thing, but Christ’s word can both give life and take it away. he 
fulfills ezekiel 17:24: “And all the trees of the field shall know 
that I the LOrD have brought down the high tree, have exalted 
the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry 
tree to f lourish: I the LOrD have spoken and have done it.”

Christ is teaching us about the need for his withering work 
in our lives. this is difficult, especially for religious people. We 
love our beautiful fig leaves too much. Yet, still today one of the 
purposes of the preaching is to destroy the false show of religion 
in our lives. Like Adam and eve, we use our fig leaves to cover 
up our shame and sin with them. but God needs to expose our 
sin and show that all our excuses and efforts to cover it up are 
vain. he does that by his Spirit through the Word still today: 
“And when he is come, he will repove the world of sin, and of 
rightoeusness and judgment” (John 16:8). this is exactly what 
happened with Saul of tarsus. If anyone had a beautifully leafy 
fig tree of a life, it was Saul. Yet with one word from heaven by 
Christ, Saul’s religion withered before him (Acts 9:43–46) until 
nothing was left, and he appeared as he truly was. he expressed 
it like this: “I died” (rom. 7:9). he died to his self-righteous 
religion in order to be made alive in Christ to bear true fruit. 

If the Lord does not do this in the day of grace, he will do 
it in the day of judgment. A similar sentence will come down 
on countless people who trusted that all was well. With the 
word of his mouth he will send them away.

The Lord’s Unmatched Beauty
It would be beneficial to contrast this fruitless fig tree with 
what the bible describes as a truly fruitful fig tree. What bet-
ter illustration of that is the Lord Jesus Christ himself? A few 
days later, he would compare himself to a “green” or living 

tree and Jerusalem to a “dry” or lifeless tree (Luke 23:31). 
Indeed, has anyone ever seen a more beautiful and fruitful tree 
than he? heaven’s verdict of him was “this is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (matt. 17:5). Never was 
there such matchless beauty! but despite the fact that he was 
a glorious tree, heaven would pronounce a curse on him just 
three days after the events of our text. he would be “made a 
curse” (Gal. 3:13) and enter an infinitely greater judgment than 
this tree. the tree only lost the plant life it had, but nothing 
more. by his death on the cross, Christ endured eternal death 
for each one of his people. 

but three days later, in the garden of Joseph of Arimathea, 
this tree appeared with the power of an endless life (heb. 
7:16). he is all the more radiant and beautiful now. he lives 
forevermore—and because he lives, his people can live also 
(John 14:19). that’s the gospel of free grace. In the gospel, he 
calls both unrighteous and self-righteous sinners to himself. 
“From me is thy fruit found” (hos. 14:8).

the fig tree in our passage is you and I by nature. We need to 
learn to despise a religion that deals in leaves alone. the fig tree 
of Calvary is what you and I need; his leaves never disappoint. 
he yields his fruit continually, without fail and to the satisfac-
tion of every hungry sinner (rev. 22:2). Under every leaf of this 
tree is abundant fruit for even the most wretched and needy 
sinner. “he that cometh to me shall never hunger” (John 6:35). 

Not only does he supply the greatest benefits, he can save 
to the uttermost “seeing he ever liveth” (heb. 7:25). the same 
Christ who said to the fig tree in our passage, “Die,” can also say 
“Live.” how important it is for believers to cling to this Christ. 
We don’t find the life of our own hand (see Isa. 57:10); instead, 
the Lord Jesus says: “he that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit” (John 15:5). 

Questions
1. how does this miracle of judgment relate to the hypoc-

risy that marked the temple service at Christ’s time? What 
warning does that contain for the professing church today?

2. Why is a “fig leaf ” religion so powerful and prevalent? how 
have we been content with leaves? 

3. Give examples from the bible or your own life of how the 
Lord desires true fruit and not showy leaves. What means 
does the Lord use to strip away leaves and produce fruit in 
his people? Give an example of how he has done so for you. 

4. Why does Christ point peter to the need for faith in God (v. 
22)? You may want to consult a good commentary on this. 

5. Look at Luke 23:31 in its context. how does this help us 
understand the beauty of the Savior and our need of him 
and his cross?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is professor of Old and New testament at puritan reformed 
theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free reformed churches of 
North America.
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Rejoice
Why are so many Christians dour and depressed? they 
should be the happiest people in the world. Constant 
mournfulness does not glorify God and is a poor witness to 
our fellowmen. thomas brooks said, “every murmurer is 
his own martyr; he is a murderer: he kills many at once, his 
joy, his comfort, his peace, his rest, his soul.”

When only halfway through his epistle to the philip-
pians, paul wrote, “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord” 
(phil. 3:1). two more chapters follow. Yet it appears that this 
was so much on his mind that he gave out a “finally” when 
he started to deal more particularly with rejoicing. Already 
he had spoken several times of joy. In his initial greeting, he 
stated: “Always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the 
first day until now” (phil. 1:4–5). he said he was willing 
to continue in this world “for your furtherance and joy of 
faith” (1:25). he told them even if he died as a martyr to 
“ joy and rejoice with me” (2:18). he knew that epaphrodi-
tus’s coming to philippi after his serious illness would cause 
them to rejoice (2:28). but now at last he gets properly into 
the subject of joy. Later ,he exhorts them, in a summing up 
and reinforcing way: “rejoice in the Lord always: and again 
I say, rejoice” (4:4).

In this article I would like to give ten reasons, drawn 
from the context, why the Christian should rejoice.

1. Christ is Lord
Notice that we are to rejoice “in the Lord.” the fact that 
Jesus is Lord is stressed from the start of the epistle. In 
chapter 2, he relates how Christ who humbled himself to 
death will be exalted to that point where all will bow before 
him and “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (2:11). the philippians are hated and 
persecuted by Jews and romans, but they should rejoice 
that Jesus is Lord. Satan, the world, and the f lesh tempt the 
Christian, but they can be sure “that he which hath begun 
a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (1:6). “the LOrD reigneth; let the earth rejoice” 
(ps. 97:1). As a preacher once said, this is the reason to 
rejoice and there is no other reason. We do not live in a 
world of chance and fate, but rather Christ is in control and 
is working all things for our good (rom. 8:28). Are you 
rejoicing that Christ is Lord?

2. Christ has accomplished salvation
We are all by nature sinners and on the way to hell. Christ 
“being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 

equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (2:6–8). All that divine justice required 
for our salvation he did. In his great love he took our sins 
and punishment, died on the cross being made a curse for 
us, so that we would be saved from God’s wrath and curse. 
having finished the work, he rose again. What a cause 
for rejoicing! Salvation has been accomplished. rejoice in 
the Lord!

3. Christ gives us his righteousness
the Jews had been God’s special people and for so long 
salvation was largely limited to them. the Gentiles were 
despised as dogs. False teachers were troubling the philip-
pians, asserting that they were required to be circumcised 
and to deep the ceremonial law to be saved. paul responds 
by saying that there was much of which he could boast: 
“Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of benjamin, an hebrew of the hebrews; as touching 
the law, a pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; 
touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless” 
(3:5–6). Few could claim what he claimed, but rather than 
rejoice in these things he asserts that he will rejoice in the 
Lord: “but what things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him, 
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith” (3:7–9). he puts no faith in his 
own righteousness but only in the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to him and received by faith alone. he is not saved 
by works but by the free gift of salvation. rejoice in the Lord 
and the righteousness we have from him.

4. Christ enters an amazing relationship with us
A relationship with the muslims’ Allah is impossible because 
he is exalted and far away. Judaism knows no personal rela-
tionship with God either, but simply a performance of tradi-
tions and penitence. In roman Catholicism, a relationship 
with priests and the Virgin mary is offered. but in true 
Christianity, there is one mediator between God and men, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. essentially the true Christian reli-
gion is a loving, knowing, and relating to Christ. paul’s great 
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ambition is “that I may know him, and the power of his res-
urrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death” (3:10). he wants to “apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus” (v. 12) 
and to win Christ (v. 8), which is to have a living relationship 
with the Lord Jesus. We have that only when we are born 
again and are united to Christ, having his Spirit living in 
us. rejoice in your enjoyment of the Lord!

5. Christ provides us with a great future
paul encourages the philippians to “press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(3:14). the prize has been earned by Christ. It is all of 
grace. the citizenship of the Christian “is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
who shall change our vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself ” (3:20–21). rejoice in Christ 
the Lord who is preparing a place for us 
where we will be made perfectly blessed 
in the full enjoying of God to all eter-
nity. the best is yet to be—we deserve 
hell but will enjoy heaven. 

6. Christ brings us into a  
wonderful family
Christ, the Son of God, became the Son 
of man that we might be made the chil-
dren of God. We belong to one another: 
“therefore, my brethren dearly beloved 
and longed for, my joy and crown, 
so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved” (4:1). We were enemies full of 
self-love, jealousy, and hatred towards 
others, and on the way to a hell of hate, 
but the Lord changed us. Now all Christians are brethren 
in the one family and so “I beseech euodias, and beseech 
Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord” (4:2). 
Godly women, daughters of the King, should not fall out. 
Act as the wonderful Lord’s family.

7. Christ takes away all our worries
All of us are troubled by worries—our health problems, 
work problems, financial problems, family problems, and 
many more. but rejoice in the Lord because there is a won-
derful answer: “be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God” (4:6). bring your cares to Christ 
in prayer. pour out your troubles to him. As Lord he has 
the answer. Let joy fill your heart as you leave your burdens 
on his almighty shoulders.

8. Christ gives peace
the most essential peace is peace with God. he is angry 
with sinners every day and the wrath of God is something 
we cannot endure. praise him! “God was in Christ recon-
ciling the world unto himself ” (2 Cor. 5:19). Christ gives 
us peace. We may have this peace yet not feel it through 
our unbelief. Another need is contentment—being at peace 
in our circumstances. It is the opposite of covetousness and 
f lows from the peace which we have with God. paul states: 
“the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (phil. 
4:7). here is a peace which is rich indeed. It is so great 
that our minds cannot grasp it. “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace” (Gal. 5:22). rejoice in the Lord who gives 
us peace!

9. Christ gives victory
the Apostle says, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth 
me” (phil. 4:13). he had suffered hun-
ger, imprisonment, and pain but was 
enabled to endure. Whatever troubles 
would come his way he was confident in 
the One in whom he trusted. he knew 
he would achieve all kinds of victories. 
“Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us” (rom. 8:37). rejoice in the Lord!

10. Christ supplies all our needs
paul in prison had received a wonderful 
gift of provisions from the philippians: 
“I have all, and abound: I am full, hav-
ing received of epaphroditus the things 
which were sent from you, an odour of 
a sweet smell, a sacrif ice acceptable, 
well-pleasing to God” (phil. 4:18). he 

rejoiced in this not so much out of any sense of need which 
he had but rather as it expressed the Christian love of that 
church and was a demonstration of God’s grace in their 
lives. he assures them in return, “but my God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” 
(4:19). the Christian will never be left in need. What is 
good for us the Lord will give. We may want certain things 
which we don’t have, but if they will be beneficial to us 
the Lord will ensure that we receive them. this verse is an 
amazing blank check for our needs. rejoice in the Lord who 
gives you all you need in this life and the next!

Rev. William Macleod is a pastor of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
and editor of their denominational periodical, Free Church Witness, from which 
this article is taken.
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PRayeRWHy IS
PRayeR 
SO DIFFICULT?

the Lord Jesus was an example to the disciples of a pray-
ing man. he also taught them how to pray and exhorted 
them to keep on praying. So you’d think that believers in 
God wouldn’t need any encouragement to address the liv-
ing Creator.

We have known the forgiveness of our sins, the gift 
of eternal life, and the privilege of being adopted into the 
family of God so that we can address God as our Father. So 
you’d think we’d be talking to God all the time, pouring out 
our thanks and asking him for help.

OBSTACLES
1. the devil wants to stop us praying.

2. We might have very weak faith; we are baby Christians.

3. the inf luence of the f lesh is strong; it pulls us down and 
kills the spirit of prayer every day.

4. We may be physically weary; we work long hours and, 
when we pray, soon find ourselves nodding off to sleep.

5. We are ill-disciplined; we haven’t helped our times of 
prayer by fixing a routine for them (as we have done for 
other things as mundane as brushing our teeth, eating a 
meal, and going to bed).

6. Are we callous towards the hurting world around us, 
unmoved with compassion for the muddles people get into? 
but Jesus was, and Jesus prayed and wept over them.

7. Do we still have a false sense of independence, thinking 
we can cope with life and hardly need to pray?

8. We can lose heart, perhaps greatly disappointed with 
what has happened in our lives. We prayed earnestly about a 
crisis when it began, but nothing has changed and we won-
der whether God has heard us. Is God real? Can our little 
prayers make any difference at all? Yet Jesus encourages us 
to prayer and his encouragements are greatly needed by us.

It has often been said that our prayer life is one of the 
best barometers of our spiritual state. but we must be careful 
about that statement, since there is much useless praying, 
chanting, and liturgy in the world. there are people who 
said, “Lord, Lord,” to whom Jesus will one day say, “Depart 
from me, I never knew you.”

I don’t believe that as long as you keep praying every-
thing will be okay. rather, you must keep clinging to Christ 
alone as the grounds of your hope of eternal life—and your 
consequent praying in his name is evidence that you are 
doing that.

Reality
It is much easier to preach about prayer for thirty minutes 
than pray for thirty minutes. praying is the most difficult 
thing in the world. It can so easily be a “raincoat” prayer. 
Let me explain.

In the introduction to his book on prayer, Sam Storms says, 
my reason for writing this book differs considerably from 
what one might expect. I was motivated largely by guilt. 
may prayer life simply was not what it should be.

I knew that as far as Scripture is concerned, prayer is 
a non-negotiable. Yet I had come to treat prayer like a 
raincoat, hanging in the closet ready for use if the weather 
demanded, but hardly something to wear every day. Like 
my raincoat, prayer seemed unnecessary as long as the 
sun was shining.

I had fallen into the snare of complacency, thinking 
that since my life was relatively free from discomfort and 
tragedy, prayer could take a back seat (Reaching God’s Ear, 
tyndale house, p. 7).

I was reading what the Irish atheist author and editor, 
Conor Cruise O’brien, wrote about leaving his wife in the 
hospital the night before she was facing a big operation. he 
got into the car in the hospital parking lot and found himself 
praying for her.
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PRayeR
he had refused to pray for years, but now the thought of 

losing her overwhelmed him. In spite of all his secular ideals, 
he prayed, much to his surprise. his wife recovered and he 
didn’t pray again. prayer for him had been that raincoat you 
need to put on only when it’s raining.

however, real prayer can be greatly helped when we 
remember its four basic ingredients, as described by the 
familiar acrostic ACtS.

Adoration
If you have come to know God through his Son Jesus 
Christ, then you are acknowledging that a divine mira-
cle has been done in your life. God loved you individually 
before the foundation of the world, and he determined that 
you would be his child.

he would save you from your sin and its consequences. 
he would take you to heaven and transform you into the 
likeness of his Son, and put you in the new heavens and 
earth to glorify God for eternity. he planned and accom-
plished it, drawing you out of the darkness of unbelief into 
his marvelous light.

then adore the God who has done this! be lost in won-
der, love, and praise for all he has done for you and for 
uncountable millions like you.

Confession
the bible tells us to confess our sins to one another. there 
are people in every Christian church who are difficult and 
awkward. Our prayers will be that they be made aware of 
this, even if only dimly, and that they confess it to God 
asking him to help them.

It would be so much easier for us to live with them if they 
said to you or me, “Oh, I know I am a perfect nuisance in 
this congregation. please forgive and help me.” the uncom-
fortable truth is that there is something of those kinds of 
men and women in all of us.

probably not one of us is transparently honest with him-
self; it’s too painful. For the same reason, few of us are com-

pletely honest with God. We must face up to our need for 
such honesty. We cannot be spiritually healthy without it.

Confession is painful. It digs beneath our surface, throws 
off our masks and disguises, and lifts up the truth. the 
truth includes not only our sin, but also our dependence on 
God for health, breath, and life itself.

Confession includes mentioning our weaknesses. It is 
like cleansing a wound. It hurts to do it thoroughly, but if 
you go ahead and clean the wound, it will probably heal 
without getting infected.

Thanksgiving
the whole structure of redemptive religion can be sum-
marized under three words beginning with the letter “G”—
our guilt as sinners; God’s grace in saving us; our gratitude, 
expressed in a lifetime of praise.

the Christian is constantly giving thanks for temporal 
mercies and spiritual blessings—and thanks most of all to 
God for the unspeakable gift of his dear Son.

One great illustration of such gratitude is found in the 
letters of the Apostle paul. Nearly forty times, paul uses 
the verb and noun denoting thanksgiving. he is full of 
gratitude. It seems that much of the time he spent in pray-
ing was in thanking God for the Christian people he was 
aware of everywhere.

Supplication
Supplication is praying not only for ourselves but also for 
others. You find supplication throughout the bible. moses 
pleads for the children of Israel, Job prays for his friends, 
paul intercedes for his young churches. Our Lord pleads 
for the very people who are killing him, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Stephen 
the martyr imitates Jesus in this.

So let us always pray and not faint. Let us adore, confess, 
give thanks, and pray for others, and not stop. more things are 
worked by God’s means of prayer “than this world dreams of.”

Dr. Geoff Thomas is pastor of Alfred place baptist Church, Aberystwyth, Wales.
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prAYer

Suggested Daily Reading: Genesis 24:1–28

God does not need us to inform him of our thoughts or needs in prayer; he already knows them perfectly. prayer 
will not change God’s will. All is included in his eternal decree. Yet God encourages and lovingly commands us 
to pray. Why? because prayer honors him and is good for us. It helps us humble ourselves before God, recognize 
our dependency on him for everything, see his answers to prayer, and thank him for them.

Abraham’s servant was given a difficult task. he had to travel far away to visit a strange land and bring back a 
woman who would be willing to marry Isaac. he would need to persuade this woman to leave her friends, family, 
and country to marry a man that she had never met! read Genesis 24:12–14 again. Do you see how prayer enabled 
this servant to humble himself before God and express his dependency upon the Lord? his prayer will also help 
him to see God’s answer and to thank him.

but first, imagine this story without prayer. If the servant had not prayed, he might tell others, “Do you know 
what happened? It was the greatest coincidence ever! Just when I arrived at the well, rebekah came. She was a 
relative of Abraham, and she invited me to her home and agreed to go back with me to marry Isaac. I was so lucky!”

but Abraham’s servant did not speak like this because he prayed. After he met rebekah and she had drawn 
water for his camels, we read, “And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LOrD. And he said, 
blessed be the LOrD God…” (vv. 26–27). prayer helped him to see God in the events that took place that day. 
prayer enabled him to thank and worship God.

Do you see God’s hand in your daily life, and do you thank and praise him for it? If not, it may be because 
you lack daily, specific prayer. prayer eliminates thinking in terms of luck or chance or coincidence, and promotes 
recognizing and testifying of God. Daily prayer is a means to reveal more clearly that God knows and provides for 
your needs. What rich benefits and encouragements attend a life of daily prayer and close communion with God!

James W. Beeke

If everything is already determined and decreed by God, 

           why pray?

Questions Answered for Young People

The article above is a sample of an entry for a daily devotional book being 
written for teenagers at the request of the hRC Synod. The book, which will 
consist of a year’s worth of one-page devotionals by James Beeke, Joel Beeke, 
and Maarten Kuivenhoven, will answer 365 questions young people frequently 
ask. It will be published in the fall of 2013 by Reformation heritage Books,  
the Lord willing.( )
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You have a problem. It’s yourself. to be blunt, you are addicted 
to yourself. I’m afraid that you were born this way; we all 
were. however, most of us learn to hide it most of the time, 
or at least we come to realize that 100 percent self-centered-
ness is not the best way to achieve our goals. that’s a selfish 
motive, I know, but it’s kind of how society works. there is 
another way out of this addiction that actually removes self 
rather than just manages it, but I’ll get to that later.

Like most addicts, you likely don’t realize you have a 
problem. So, let me describe the symptoms of selfaholism 
and give you some hope of beating it.

Selfaholism
Selfaholism is characterized by self-centeredness, self- 
righteousness, self-promotion, self-sufficiency, self-will, 
self-worship, self-love, self-praise, and so on. however, 
these symptoms manifest themselves differently, depending 
on the age of the addict. If you are still a teenager, you are 
probably in one of the worst phases of selfaholism—strong, 
independent, and self-conscious enough to show the uglier 
side of selfaholism, but not wise or experienced enough to 
realize that it is self-destructive and self-defeating unless it 
is at least managed and modified.

You probably can’t understand why your parents ever 
say no to you. And why should they consider what your 
brothers and sisters want? Why shouldn’t you scowl and 
slouch at the table? It doesn’t affect anyone else, does it? As 
for chores, why can’t you just come home, eat, and stay in 
your room? Why should mom want to know what went on 
at school today? And isn’t it annoying the way Dad insists 
on your going to bed at the same time as he and mom? As 
you whispered to your buddy: “I thought old people got 
deaf eventually. Why can’t I make milkshakes at midnight? 

I mean, whatever….”
but you’re miserable, 

aren’t you? that’s the 
weird thing about 
addict ions. they 
promise much but 
deliver little. You 
think that by pursu-
ing your agenda that 
you will find happi-
ness, contentment, 
and satisfaction. but, 

as you are discovering, 
self-love causes self-

hatred. I know you think 

your misery is caused by all the no’s in your life—no’s from 
parents, no’s from teachers, no’s from pastors, no’s from 
everyone. “Why does no one ever say yes to me?”

but the problem is simpler and shorter than you think. It is 
the big capital letter “I” at the center of your heart. Until that 
letter is broken in many pieces, your life will continue on its 
dismal and dreary course. You will wander from relationship 
to relationship, from college to college, from marriage to mar-
riage, from job to job, from church to church, and from bright 
shiny thing to bright shiny thing. And it will always be “their” 
fault, never yours: parents, teachers, friends, wives, husbands, 
pastors, bosses, government, whoever, whatever. If only they 
would all bow down and serve you, then all would be well.

Servaholics
but here’s the strangest thing of all: the happiest people 
in the world are servants—not those who warm the slip-
pers of millionaires, but those who serve others in all their 
relationships and responsibilities. they may have a million 
dollars or simply red ink, but whatever their social or finan-
cial standing, they listen well, they give away their money 
and time, they volunteer at church, they do more than their 
assigned chores, and they even do some things without pay.

I know that sounds like misery to you, but, believe me, 
it’s the way to happiness. Of course, some people are self less 
for selfish reasons. they have the wisdom to see that living 
just for self is not very helpful socially or vocationally. (I wish 
you had even that insight.) but there are others who not only 
manage and modify their selfaholism, but truly deny self and 
live for others. how? they have the great Self-Denier work-
ing in their hearts. I’m talking about Jesus Christ, the Servant 
who turns the worst selfaholics into the best servaholics.

Study Christ’s life and ask yourself how you, too, can serve 
rather than be served. Above all, study his death. Study-
ing his life will shrink your “I” a little, but when you stand 
before his cross, your “I” will begin to crack and crumble at 
its foundation. paul calls us, just as he called the philippian 
selfaholics of his own day, to grasp that Christ’s service atones 
for our selfaholism (phil. 2:3–7). As we grasp that supreme 
act of self-denial on our behalf, we will not only serve, but we 
will serve out of self less motives. We will stop thinking about 
what we are giving up, and all we’ll see is what he gave up.

Is it just coincidence that the great philippian epistle of 
service is also the great epistle of joy (3:1; 4:1, 4)?

As a recovering selfaholic, I earnestly pray that you, too, 
will know the joy of servaholism (1 Cor. 16:15).

Dr. David P. Murray is professor of Old testament and practical theology at 
puritan reformed theological Seminary, Grand rapids, michigan.
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One Lord, One Plan, One People: A Journey 
Through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation
Rodger Crooks
Are you new to the bible, or do you want to know 
how the bible fits together? this volume aims to 
help you uncover what the bible is all about, not 
only pointing out the main features of every book, 
but showing how the bible is not just a collection 
of random stories but the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
resurrection, ascension, reign, and return.

(banner, pb, 465 pgs) $18.00 | $14.50
Dr D Martyn Lloyd-Jones — Dr. Eryl Davies
“every Christian should know more about the life and 
ministry of Dr D. martyn Lloyd-Jones. Whether you 
have slight acquaintance or have read the official two 
volumes of his life, there are still important insights 
and practical lessons to be gained from reading the 
observations of those who knew and loved him for 

many years…. A profitable couple of hours lie before anyone reading 
Dr eryl Davies’s study of this admirable man.” — Geoff thomas

(ep, pb, 128 pgs) $10.00 | $7.50

Gospel-Powered Humility — William P. Farley
this book contends that God has designed the gospel 
to provoke an often overlooked but essential virtue: 
humility. the author seeks to show that the gospel, 
when understood and received by faith, brings personal 
humility that is also reflected in how one brings others 
to humble faith. (p&r, pb, 199 pgs) $13.00 | $9.00

Prayers of the Bible: Equipping Women to Call on 
God in Truth — Susan Hunt
the author explores how to pray by looking at the 
prayers of the bible, highlighting the overarching story 
of redemption that shapes prayers and equips us to 
know God’s nearness and call on him in truth. the 

Other New BOOks

Book Talk

4
4
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Lady Jane Grey
Simonetta Carr
Although she ruled england for less than 
two weeks and was executed for treason at 
the age of sixteen, Lady Jane Grey has been 
admired for generations for her courage and 
faithfulness to the gospel. In this addition to 
the Christian biographies for Young read-

ers series, Simonetta Carr tells Lady Jane Grey’s story of intrigue and 
explains its context: the tumultuous politics of reformation england. 
maps, photographs, and beautiful illustrations decorate the narrative, 
helping young readers visualize what life was like in sixteenth-century 
england. more importantly, they will learn the story of an extraordi-
nary young girl who understood that she was saved only by the mercy 
of God and the merits of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

“the short life and remarkable testimony of Lady Jane Grey is 
one of the extraordinary stories of Christendom. As a grandmother 
of twelve, I am grateful for a book that shows young readers the 
power of the gospel in the life of a young girl and inspires them to 
live for God’s glory.”

— Susan hunt, author of numerous books for women and children,  
including heirs of the Covenant and big truths for Little Kids

(64 pages, hb) $18.00 | $14.00

The Beauty and Glory of the Holy Spirit
Edited by Joel R. Beeke and Joseph A. Pipa Jr.
the essays in The Beauty and Glory of the Holy 
Spirit both exalt and revel in the third person of 
the trinity. through an assortment of studies—
categorized according to their biblical, doctrinal, 
historical, or pastoral focus—this book sets before 
readers the inestimable ministry of the blessed holy 
Spirit. Contributors include David murray, Geof-
frey thomas, John thackway, malcolm Watts, 

Gerald bilkes, michael barrett, John Carrick, George Knight, morton 
Smith, Ian hamilton, William Shishko, William VanDoodewaard, 
Joel r. beeke, Joseph morecraft, ryan mcGraw, and Joseph pipa.

“popular studies of the person and work of the blessed holy Spirit 
have probably never been more plentiful in the church’s history than 
at the present time (apart possibly from the puritan era and the holi-
ness movement of the nineteenth century). but what so many of these 
studies lack is what this collection of addresses and essays possesses in 
full: a robust grounding in the Scriptures. Since the Spirit’s work has 
a deeply subjective side, it is vital that our thinking about him and 
what he does be grounded in the Word he breathed into existence. 
this richly biblical collection of studies, covering both the Scriptures 
and church history, is also a much-needed remedy for reformed 
believers who have responded to the challenges of pentecostalism by 
ignoring the Spirit. may this book then encourage a more biblical 
view of the Spirit and in turn, a more trinitarian faith.”

— michael A. G. haykin, professor of church history and biblical  
spirituality, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville 

(360 pages, hb) $30.00 | $23.00

Anne Steele and Her Spiritual Vision: Seeing 
God in the Peaks, Valleys, and Plateaus of Life
Priscilla Wong
Anne Steele (1717–1778) has been recognized as 
one of the leading female hymnwriters of her time. 
In Anne Steele and Her Spiritual Vision, priscilla 
Wong demonstrates how Steele was able to see 
God in different circumstances of her life and 
expressed it in three main themes that can be found 
in her hymnody: the glory of God in creation, faith 

in the face of suffering, and hope in the promised glory.
this close analysis of Steele’s hymns not only establishes a more 

coherent and intimate picture of the hymnwriter’s life and spirituality 
but also cultivates a more intense desire for Christians at large to grow 
in their faith and understanding of God.

“Anne Steele’s vibrant faith embraced every circumstance of life, 
whether joy or sorrow, life or death. In these pages priscilla Wong ably 
demonstrates that Anne’s poetry always leads the reader straight to the 
heart of God, the source of all good.”

— Faith Cook, author of Our hymn Writers and their hymns
(160 pages, pb) $18.00 | $14.00
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Jay T. Collier & Joel R. Beeke

book is aimed at women and is designed for leading a group study. each 
prayer passage comes with an outline, questions to ponder, a prayer 
story, and practical suggestions for prayer and reflection.

(p&r, pb, 172 pgs) $13.00 | $9.00

Also Available: Prayers of the Bible Leaders Guide
$15.00 | $11.00

Equipping Counselors for Your Church
Robert W. Kellemen
this book aims to show how a ministry can have a 
lasting impact—by leaders equipping others in the 
church to change lives with the unchangeable truth of 
Christ. based on a well-tested disciple-making model, 
the 4e ministry training Strategy, this is a manual 
for a Christ-centered, church-based, comprehensive, 
compassionate, and culturally informed mobilization 

of the priesthood of all believers.
(p&r, pb, 443 pgs) $25.00 | $17.00

Songs in the Night:  
How God Transforms Our Pain to Praise
Michael A. Milton
many things burden or break a Christian’s heart—
sickness, spiritual depression, disabilities, painful 
memories, strained relationships—not to mention a 
longing and crying of the soul for eternity. this book 
sets forth that the gospel transforms private pain into 
personal praise, to see how burdens bring blessings and 

ultimately lead us to heaven.
(p&r, pb, 291 pgs) $15.00 | $11.00

John Knox — John J. Murray
In this latest installment in the bitesize biography 
series, the author writes that though Knox was per-
haps “one of the most controversial figures in Scot-
tish history,” “the stamp of a prophet about him and 
what he accomplished in his life, and the legacy he left 
behind”—in church and state—“far outweighs” the 
critical assessments of his life and accomplishments.

(ep, pb, 112 pgs) $10.00 | $7.50

Lit! A Christian Guide to Reading Books
Tony Reinke
Whether you love to read, hate to read, have trouble 
reading, or are overwhelmed at the choices of what 
to read, this book cuts through it all, showing ways 
you can read better and decide what to read, when 
to read, and why you should read—all built on a 
theology of reading.

(Crossway, pb, 202 pgs) $16.00 | $11.20

What Can I Do with My Guilt?
R. C. Sproul
Unbelievers may ignore, rationalize, or become desen-
sitized to their sense of guilt—but it is still there. So 
what can be done about it? In this Crucial Questions 
booklet, r. C. Sproul shows how God can use our 
feelings of guilt to reveal our true guilt in his sight, 
and then he prescribes the only remedy—the forgive-

ness that God has provided through Jesus Christ. 
(reformation trust, pb, 57 pgs) $5.00 | $3.75

Weight of a Flame:  
The Passion of Olympia Morata
Simonetta Carr
this novel, set in the sixteenth century, tells the story 
of Olympia morata, who is her father’s finest student 
and a girl far ahead of her time. A quick tongue and 
a ready pen are her mind’s tools to record her vivid 
thoughts, poetry, songs, and opinions. Appointed 
tutor to Duchess renée’s children, Olympia looks 

forward to a bright future—when suddenly, evil rumors threaten to 
turn her world upside down. In the midst of it all a young doctor 
comes courting. Will their love survive the danger waiting on the 
other side of the Alps? (p&r, pb, 220 pgs) $12.00 | $8.50
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Going back to school makes many children anxious. they 
worry about the schoolwork itself, but also about friends, 
teachers, and fitting in. What will your teacher be like? Will 
there be a lot of homework? Will the homework be difficult? 
Will you get good grades? Will you have loyal friends? Will 
you be well liked? Whether you are homeschooled or attend 
a Christian school or a public school, there will be things 
you wonder and worry about.

the bible also speaks of education. the book of proverbs 
has many references to gaining knowledge. Its author, Solo-
mon, teaches us that gaining knowledge is not enough; we 
must become wise. What is the difference between knowl-
edge and wisdom? Knowledge, the dictionary informs us, 
is “an acquaintance with facts, truths, or principles, as from 
study or investigation.” Wisdom is “knowledge of what is true 
or right coupled with just judgment as to action.” In other 
words, knowledge is what you need to do your homework and 
pass your tests; wisdom is putting your knowledge of right 
and wrong into practice. Knowledge has to do with facts; 
wisdom has to do with behavior. Do you understand the dif-
ference? Knowledge is what you know in your mind; wisdom 
is your behavior f lowing out of the beliefs in your heart.

there is a problem with this, however. Our hearts are 
depraved, which means that our hearts have been warped 
by sin. the result is that our beliefs are distorted by sin. In 
the Garden of eden, Adam and eve knew perfectly what 
was right and wrong and what God required of them. they 
were also able to live God’s commandments f lawlessly. but 
now, we need guidance and teaching to find true wisdom. 
We can gain knowledge from our teachers and from books 
and materials online, but wisdom is found in the bible and 
applied to our hearts by the holy Spirit.

So, do we still need to go to school and study science and 
math? Yes. It is a great privilege to be able to gain a good 
education so that we can become good citizens and provide 
for our families. however, wisdom is the gift of the holy 
Spirit and it brings new life to our souls and our hearts so 
that we will be able to glorify God in this life and live with 
him forever in eternity.

We cannot go to a physical school of the holy Spirit. We 
go to church on Sundays so we can learn about God, but 
the teacher in God’s school works in the hearts of believers, 
not in a building. We must do our best as we are learning 
about social studies and reading and all the other subjects. 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might” 
(ecclesiastes 9:10a). Going back to school and even attend-
ing school can be a stressful time. Gaining knowledge is 
important and it can be hard work. Yet, gaining wisdom is 
the most important thing, said Solomon. “Wisdom is the 
principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy get-
ting get understanding” (proverbs 4:7).

how do we get this wisdom? It is only attained through 
the work of the holy Spirit. he teaches sinners about sin 
and salvation from the Word of God. “howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to 
come. he shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you” (John 16:13–14).

how does wisdom show itself? how do you know if you 
have the beginnings of this wisdom? If the holy Spirit is 
your teacher, you will discover some unpleasant things about 
yourself. that is painful. the holy Spirit also teaches a sinner 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not enough to know that 
you are sinful. You must have your sins washed away in order 
to be acceptable to God. Does it make you sad when you sin? 
Are you distressed because you have grieved the Lord, not 
just because you were punished by your parents or teachers? 
have you ever grieved at your tendency to do what you want 
instead of what God asks of you? this is what the holy Spirit 
does when he teaches us. he reveals our depraved heart not 
to make us miserable, but to turn us to the Lord Jesus who 
is the Savior of guilty sinners. Jesus is the only One who can 
make us pure and clean in the sight of God.

Dear children, are you worried about going back to 
school? take all your fears and worries to the precious Lord 
Jesus. he cares about your every need. God has promised to 
be a refuge for those who bring their cares and worries to 
him in prayer. You must ask the Lord to help you in your 
education, but do you long for the wisdom only the holy 
Spirit can give? You must do your best in school, but you 
must strive above all for this life-giving wisdom. You must 
tell the Lord Jesus especially about the needs of your soul. 
Ask the holy Spirit to be your teacher. Ask God to turn you 
from sin to God and to help you in your daily battle against 
sin, self, Satan, and the world. If you try it by yourself, you 
will be nothing more than a pharisee, self-righteous and 
judgmental of others. but if, with the help of the holy 
Spirit, you walk in God’s ways through Christ, you will find 
peace, joy, and relief from all your fears. there will be times 
when you will have to choose between the desires of your 
own wicked heart and following God; ask the Spirit to give 
you a willing heart to obey God’s law.

Do you have the beginnings of wisdom in your heart? 
Or do you only have a head-knowledge of God and his 
Word? “From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 timothy 3:15). Are you 
seeking after wisdom?

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For our Children
Diana Kleyn
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Wisdom  and  Knowledge
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Story For Children
When emma was fourteen, she, her mother, and her sister 
were invited to spend a few weeks with her cousin, rosa. 
emma and her sister mary had never been to rosa’s home 
before, and they very much enjoyed their stay. the girls 
spent hours hiking through the rocky hills and playing in the 
yard surrounding rosa’s home. On Sundays, they climbed 
the many steps up to the picturesque old church set on the 
cliff which overlooked the ocean. During the week, the girls 
attended the Scripture Union1 services for children. the 
teachings of the bible were familiar to rosa, but not to 
emma and mary. It was at these services that emma first 
realized that she needed a Savior. She became very unhappy 
about the state of her soul after this, but she was too shy to 
tell anyone about it. the end of emma’s vacation came far 
too soon. before they left, the girls went to thank the man 
who had led the meetings. he asked emma and mary, “have 
the services had any impact on you? Are you saved?”

emma had been feeling pleased with herself that 
morning. She had not once argued with mary or spoken 
impatiently to her mother. She had been kind to rosa and 
remembered to thank rosa’s mother for the delicious break-
fast. however, she hesitated when she answered, “Y-y-yes.”

“Would you be afraid if you saw the Lord coming in 
the clouds?” asked the man, so solemnly that emma cast a 
frantic glance at the sky. 

“Yes—no—I don’t know!” responded emma. 
the man explained the way of salvation once again, and 

then prayed with emma and mary before they parted ways. 
A few days later, the girls were back at home and about to 
start school again. emma wanted to put into practice some 
of what she had learned at the Scripture services. She tried 
her best to turn over a new leaf. She tried to deny herself 
and be more helpful to her mother, her sister, her teachers, 
and her classmates. She went to church as often as she could, 
even if it meant that she had to walk since her mother did 
not attend church. Sometimes her sister mary went along, 
but usually emma went alone. She read her bible every day 
and never skipped prayer. however, her heart was uneasy in 
spite of her best efforts. 

emma learned that several of her school friends were 
going to be confirmed. emma thought, “maybe this is what 
I need to do. this will make me feel better.” So, she decided 
that she would be confirmed, too. the confirmation service 
was very impressive. many young people knelt before the 
bishop so he could lay his hands on their heads. emma was 
excited to be part of this ceremony. to emma’s dismay, 
however, she found that she was no better than before; she 
felt worse than ever. She had no peace.

the following year, emma traveled with her mother 
through europe. emma met several girls her own age. they 
were shallow, fun-loving girls with not a serious thought 

among them. emma tried her best to be just like them. She 
wanted to banish from her mind anything that troubled her. 
She pushed away thoughts of God. For a time she succeeded, 
but soon the ache in her heart returned, and she was more 
miserable than ever. She began to think that God had for-
saken her and that perhaps she was never meant to be saved. 
In her despair, she stopped reading her bible and tried not 
to care about God and salvation. Still, whenever she thought 
of death or judgment, she trembled and felt sick. She knew 
the answer to the dreadful question, “Where will I go after 
I die?” but was afraid to face it.

After four years abroad, emma, mary, and her mother 
returned to england. emma’s mother decided another visit 
to rosa and her family would be a wonderful idea. emma 
dreaded this visit, for she knew rosa would ask whether she 
was saved. Alone in her bed at night, emma worried how 
she would answer that question.

It was some days after their arrival when emma and rosa 
were finally alone together. the question emma had feared 
came so unexpectedly that she could remember none of the 
answers she had prepared, and in spite of herself, emma could 
not pretend she didn’t care. She longed to say, “I do not know 
the way to Jesus!” but the words stuck in her throat, and she 
tried to laugh as she answered that she did not know if she 
was saved or not. rosa was not easily side-tracked. She could 
see that emma was uneasy, and went on simply and earnestly 
to say, “Oh, emma, you have never come to Jesus if you feel so 
uneasy! he would have been true to his promise and would 
have given you rest and peace in him. tell him that you are 
a poor, feeble, sinful girl, emma! he died for sinners. his 
precious blood cleanses from all sin.”

As rosa spoke, it gradually sank into emma’s mind that 
the Lord Jesus did all the work upon the cross long ago. 
there was nothing left for her to do. She could not earn her 
salvation; it is the gift of God! that night emma sat alone in 
her room. On the desk lay two cards, each with a verse writ-
ten on them: “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved” (Acts 2:21b), and “All that the Father giveth 
me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out” (John 6:37). emma opened her bible, and her 
eyes fell on these words, “It was impossible for God to lie” 
(hebrews 6:18). this was enough. She dropped to her knees 
and poured out her heart to God. She confessed her sin of 
trying to earn her own salvation. She asked the Lord Jesus 
to wash away all her sin and guilt and to clothe her with the 
righteousness of the Savior. At last emma’s heart was filled 
with joy and peace in Christ. the holy Spirit swept away 
her false foundations and showed her that her salvation was 
in the blood of the Lamb alone. She came to the Savior, and 
he did not cast her out. 

The Good shepherd Finds a Lost Lamb

continued on next page
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First, look up the texts in #1-13 and print the miss-
ing words in the blanks. Underneath each letter is 
a letter/number combination. Put the letters you 
have printed on the spaces into the boxes in the 
grid. In each combination, follow the Letter row 
across, and the number column down, until they 
meet. The first two letters have been done for you. 
When you are finished, the letters in the grid will 
spell out a text, going from top to bottom and left 
to right. Write the text in the spaces in #14. Some 
of you younger children may need to ask some-
one to help you.

PuzzleBanner Puzzles and Questions:  
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your puzzle answers to:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

A

B

C

D

E R

F D

G

H

I

j

K

L

answers to last month’s puzzle:
Across:
 1. put 
 5. Still 
 9. multitude 
12. Light 
13. to 
14. beseech 
16. Stripes 
19. me 
20. Opened 
21. Able 
23. Up 
25. About 
28. Compassion 
31. eyes 
34. rise 
37. Gathered 
39. healing 
40. that 
41. Side 
43. Understanding 
48. In 
49. All 
50. Go

51. Some 
52. ears 
55. Not 
57. Sight 
59. receive 
62. might 
63. plagues 
65. them 
66. begged 
67. Wretched 

Down:
 1. palsy 
 2. Dumb 
 3. Live 
 4. men 
 6. their
 7. Loose 
 8. Whole 
10. Unclean 
11. both 
13. temple 
15. Sea 
17. Leap 

18. book 
22. blindness 
24. Spirits 
26. thee 
27. Lepers 
29. One 
30. Soul 
32. Spoken 
33. Darkness
35. Shall 
36. being 
38. having 
42. Diseased
44. Done 
45. touched
46. Am 
47. Get 
53. Great 
54. Sick
56. thing 
58. heart 
60. Come 
61. much 
64. be 

Thanks again to all who  
answered last month’s puzzle!
Sophie
malachi bilkes
phillip boerkoel
Silvia boerkoel
Andrew boesterd
Justin boesterd
matthew boesterd

becky boot
Shelly boot
richard George
michael Joseph Nilio
Irene Stam
rosanna Vandenberg
Danique Veldhuizen

Looking back, she saw where she had heeded the temp-
tations of the devil and followed her sinful heart rather 
than to trust only in the Lord Jesus Christ. She loved the 
words of her Savior, who said, “my sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 10:27–28). 
Finally, her heart was glad, and emma’s greatest desire 
was to live to the glory of God.

1. Scripture Union (SU) was founded in 1867, and is still in existence today. 
It began when a young british office worker named Josiah Spiers took a group 
of children to a revival meeting. While on vacation in Wales the following sum-
mer, he observed some children playing on the beach and the idea for services 
for children was born. For forty years until his death, Josiah Spiers worked 
together with others to bring the gospel to children all around the world. First 
called “the Children’s Special Service mission” or CSSm, the Scripture Union 
program has spread to more than 130 countries.

Adapted from Grace Triumphant; A Number of Stirring Tales of Simple Faith, 
pages 15–16. edited by h. Forbes Witherby. Glasgow: r. L. Allan & Son. 
London: Alfred holness, n.d.

continued from previous page
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1. “but it is good for me to  D    r                                  to God” (psalm 73:28a).
                                                       f1       e3      B6       J7                    J1       D1      g2       D7

2. “but mine                are                thee, O GOD the Lord: in thee is my trust” (psalm 141:8).
                             e6      f8       h6        i2              C2        i1        f5       C8 

3. “the LOrD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that                in his                   ”  
(psalm 147:11).                                                                         g1       l5       g7       K1                 C6       B9       h8       D2      g9

4. “Whoso putteth his trust        the LOrD shall be               ” (proverbs 29:25).
                                                         l2       C1                                            e8       h7       K7       J6

5. “For thou hast                a strength to the poor, a strength to the                    in his distress” (Isaiah 25:4).
                                     J5       g6       a6      C3                                                                                     J3       B3       K6       D6       C9

6. “the LOrD is my                , and my                                ” (psalm 18:2).
                                            B2       e2        i6        B8                       a9       C5       f3        l3       K5       D8       e7       h4

7. “For in the                of                            he shall hide me in his pavilion” (psalm 27:5).
                             a4       h9       g8       l1            i3       a7       a2       K8        e4       D5       f7

8. “               on the LOrD: be of good courage, and        shall strengthen 
         a3      K2        J8        l6                                                                                  a5      g5

                                              ” (psalm 27:14). 
  f9       B4        i8        l4        C7                  f6       f4       J2        B7        i7

9. “God        our refuge and strength, a very                            help in trouble” (psalm 46:1).
                   D4      J9                                                                    l7       i4        a8       K9       e9        K3       C4

10. “For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my                   ” (psalm 71:5).
                                                                                                                                        h3       B1        i5       g3        D3

11. “be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made

                   unto God” (philippians 4:6). 
  g4       a1       l9       h1       D9

12. “From the end        the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed:                me to the
                                       i9        e1                                                                                                                                e5       B5       f2        K4

rock that is higher than I” (psalm 61:2).

13. “behold, I am the LOrD, the God of all flesh: is there anything too                for me?” ( Jeremiah 32:27).
                                                                                                                                             h5       h2       l8        J4

14. “                                                                                                    

                               ,                                                                      :          

                                                                                                    

                                                                               .                        

                                           ,                                                             ,          

                                                                               ”          (             8:32–33).
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REFORMED EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH
the 26th annual International plowing match was held in prescott 
russell, Ontario which is east of Ottawa, a few miles south of the 
Quebec border. Some of the visitors to the tent were from New York 
State as it is two hours south of the plowing match. One man gave us 
encouragement and commented on the rich Calvinist heritage of the 
reformed faith, and was very pleased to see a booth at the plowing 
match promoting it.

every year we have people who come into the tent who have pur-
chased books at past plowing matches. they have found the books 
very helpful, and return to buy additional books to help them in 
their Christian walk. One man was sent by a friend to the match to 
purchase some books. he found a couple of books which we advised 
him would be of some help: the Rich Man and Lazarus by b. North 
and Eternal Wrath of God by Shedd.

As we were not far away from the province of Quebec many of the 
visitors spoke French. We had two people helping in the tent from 
a local reformed presbyterian congregation in russell, one could 
speak French, which enabled us to evangelize to them as well. We 
were able to give away French New testament bibles and tracts to 
the children. Calendars and Ultimate Questions were also given away 
to French speaking people visiting the tent. French bibles and books 
by the puritans were sold or given away.

Our english visitors were evangelized and spoken to as well. It was 
another opportunity to distribute bookmarks, Scripture text calendars, 
Ultimate Questions, and New testament bibles.

We would like to encourage young and middle aged people, who 
feel called to evangelism, to become involved with this outreach and 
to eventually take over the running and organizing of this event. For 
more information please contact mr. Lewie pol at 519-527-1088 or 
e-mail: lnpol@bell.net.
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News  &  Announcements

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS NEEDED
rehoboth Christian School in Copetown, Ontario is soliciting appli-
cants for educational Assistant positions beginning in September 2012. 
For more information about rehoboth, check out our website at www.
rehoboth.on.ca. please send a cover letter and resumé to the attention of 
mr. paul Vandenberg, ed. Committee Chairman, c/o rCS board Sec-
retary, 198 Inksetter road p.O. box 70, Copetown, Ontario L0r 1J0. 
t. 905-627-5977; f. 905-628-4422; e. boardSecretary@rehoboth.on.ca.

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices  
will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the  
editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

ObITUARIES
BEEKE, Johanna, aged 92, passed away monday, July 23, 2012 in Kalamazoo, 
michigan after a lengthy illness. She will be missed by her family, who are deeply 
grateful for her godly walk of life in Christ, especially for her prayers. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, John, march 14, 1993. Surviving are her five 
children—Jacqueline (David) markus, Kalamazoo, John (marie) beeke, Font-
hill, Ontario, James (ruth) beeke, rosedale, british Columbia, Dr. Joel (mary) 
beeke, Grand rapids, and Joanna (Stephen) timmer, Kalamazoo; thirty-five 
grandchildren, 92 great-grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild; brother-
in-law, peter (Dorothy) beeke; sister-in-law, Dena beeke. (Dr. Joel r. beeke,  
John 14:1–3; revelation 21:5).

MAST, Johanna Elizabeth (nee VanderSpek), aged 93, passed away peacefully on 
monday, July 23, 2012 in Grand rapids, michigan. She is survived by her loving 
husband of 70 years, henry mast Sr., and seven children, Cornelius (Nancy), 
Jacob (Deborah), henry Jr. (Connie), margaret (bill) King, William (mary), Joan 
Low, Joyce (Gerrit) tromp. Johanna was preceded in death by ten siblings; she is 
survived by a sister-in-law Aletta (Cornelius) VanderSpek. Also surviving are ten 
grandchildren, five step-grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren. (Dr. Joel r.  
beeke, Isaiah 49:13–17).



NATIONAL NEwS
ObamaCare expands Taxes, abOrTiOn

Since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
the new federal health care law con-
stitutional, analysts have been busy 
dissecting its future impact. though 
much remains to be seen as more facets 
unfold, a few things are clear already: 
unless Congress repeals the law, it 
will raise taxes on a long list of goods 
and services, and it will make every-
day Americans complicit in subsidiz-
ing abortions through insurance. “the 
Affordable Care Act was used as a 
vehicle for hijacking health care reform 

to force a radical anti-life agenda on the American people,” said Dr. 
Charmaine Yoest, president and CeO of Americans United for Life. 
“the law forcibly and unfairly intertwines all Americans with the abor-
tion industry.” the law requires insurance companies participating in 
federal health care exchanges to impose a surcharge of at least $1 per 
person each month to pay for the abortions obtained by women in the 
insurance pool, and to keep this fact hidden before consumers enroll. It 
also is one of the top 10 single largest tax hikes in history. One of the 
largest is the new 0.9 percent payroll tax hike for individuals making 
more than $200,000 a year and couples earning over $250,000, which 
implements next year. (Karla Dial—CitizenLink)

COnfidenCe in U.s. ChUrChes hiTs all-Time lOw
A fresh update to Gallup’s annual “Confidence in Institutions” survey 
reveals that only 44 percent of Americans today have “a great deal or 
quite a lot of confidence in ‘the church or organized religion.’” Ameri-
cans ranked organized religion at the top of their confidence list almost 
every year from 1973 to 1985. Now it is tied with the medical system. 
however, such a low vote of confidence is relative in this survey. trust 
in organized religion still ranks fourth out of the 16 institutions tested, 
including public schools, banks, and television news—which also hit all-
time lows in June’s poll. protestants have more confidence than Catho-
lics, with 56 percent of protestants expressing “a great deal or quite a 
lot of confidence in the church/organized religion,” compared with only 
46 percent of Catholics polled. (Allison J. Althoff—Christianity Today)

new YOrk CiTY ChUrChes will nO lOnger  
be eviCTed frOm pUbliC sChOOls—fOr nOw

more than 60 churches 
that faced possible evic-
tion from New York 
City public schools 
should have more room 
to breathe. the churches 
will be allowed to con-

tinue to meet in public schools, thanks to a permanent injunction 
issued from a district court judge. An ongoing conflict between religious 
organizations and the Department of education has kept churches in 
limbo over the right to rent public school buildings for Sunday worship 
services. In February, the city’s department of education disallowed 
more than 60 congregations from meeting in public schools for a few 
days. but after a preliminary injunction, the churches were allowed to 
keep using the school buildings through June.

New York City—which has fought this case for 17 years—will 
likely appeal the case to the Second Circuit. regardless of how the 

Second Circuit rules, the losing party at the Second Circuit could still 
appeal the decision to the Supreme Court. (Sarah pulliam bailey)

INTERNATIONAL NEwS
sYria’s lasT ChanCe
As violence surges and diplomacy fails, Christians, Muslims,  
and Druze advocate for reconciliation and democracy.
In Syria, the pursuit of peace has become a driving passion of the nation’s 
Christian leaders. As violence worsens, longstanding Christian support 
for the regime of president bashar Assad is weakening. A growing num-
ber of Christians believe regime change is necessary even if they don’t 
dare go public with their views. Christians and other religious leaders 
are working alongside activists to avert a slide into all-out civil war. 
Christian leaders say every effort must be made to stop a replay of the 
kind of sectarian violence that split Iraq along religious-ethnic fault lines. 
Christians, mostly Orthodox and Catholic, make up about 9 percent of 
Syria’s 22 million people. evangelicals compose less than 1 percent of 
the population. For Syrian Christians, “the danger is that the Syrians 
are starting to hate each other now” said Yara Nseir, Syrian Christian 
activist, which will result in widespread conflict along sectarian lines. 
mennonite sources report that Orthodox bishops visit many who have 
their opposition to the regime. they are concerned that their ancient 
community will fall prey to the same kind of violence that Christians 
suffered in Iraq. (Dale Gavlak is a journalist based in Amman, Jordan.)

whaT egYpTian ChrisTians Think  
abOUT Their new islamisT presidenT 
Reactions are varied, but fear is prevalent.

In the most demo-
cratic elections 
since 1952, the 
people of egypt 
have freely chosen 
their leader. And 
for the first time in 
history, that leader 
is a native-born 
Islamist. mohamed 
morsy of the mus-
lim brotherhood 
captured 51 per-

cent of the vote, narrowly defeating his rival Ahmed Shafik (widely 
perceived as the candidate of the former regime) who gathered 48 
percent. Jubilant crowds in tahrir Square celebrated into the night, 
though for diverse reasons.

many rejoiced at the triumph of the candidate of Islam, one who 
had pledged to implement Shari’ah law. meanwhile, at a Christian 
retreat center outside of Cairo, a number of Coptic women shed tears of 
despair over their community’s future, as they huddled around a televi-
sion and watched morsy be proclaimed the winner. Some exchanged 
faint smiles of expectation, wondering what the next four years would 
hold. many expect the worst. “morsy’s win produces many fears for 
Copts, because he will establish a religious state and is against citi-
zenship,” said Nader Shukry of the maspero Youth Union, a human 
and Coptic rights organization formed following the post-revolution 
attacks on churches. “Copts fear we will be isolated from high positions 
in government and society even worse than we were under mubarak.” 
(Jayson Casper in Cairo)

Christian  World  View
JOhn gOUdzwaard

Photo by Gettty Images
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Dear brothers and sisters, the bittersweet time we have long 
anticipated has come: God has taken our dear, precious 
mother home. he has confirmed his own Word in hosea 
13:14, “O death, I will be thy plagues.” And in 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:55a: “O death, where is thy sting?”

Death has lingered long for our dear mother, but now 
her soul is in the land where death is no more. every time a 
believer faces terminal illness and death with faith and con-
fidence in Christ, death is plagued, unstung, and defeated. 
that is now true for mother. her soul is eternally delivered, 
and soon her body—so frail for so long—will be strong and 
forever reunited with her soul, so that with her whole being 
she will praise God forever.

mother died by faith, with dignity, in Christ. We have 
lost a praying mother, but we have not lost her prayers. 
matthew henry said of parents that they could far better 
leave behind for their children a treasury of prayers than 
a treasury of gold and silver. We have been blessed in this 
way as children more than almost anyone else we know on 
this earth. What a treasury is laid up in store for us of the 
prayers of our dear mother and father! And what responsi-
bility is now ours!

Dear family, we will all miss our mother and grand-
mother terribly. We’ll miss her sweet smile, her kindness, 
her godliness. We’ll miss caring for her. Dad used to often 
say to us, “You will never be able to repay all that your 
mother has done for you.” by God’s grace, we count it an 
honor as a family that we could repay a little of that debt. 
but now, how shall we begrudge her a place at Dad’s side 
singing praise to the triune God without any infirmity? 
mother is now in the church triumphant—and no longer 
in the background!

here on earth, our dear parents loved the church as the 
the local manifestation of the body of Christ. they gave 
their life for it—Dad openly as elder for forty years; mother, 
always in the background with her prayers and tears and 
care, supporting Dad. Nothing was too much for them to 
give to the local church body of the Kalamazoo, michigan 
Netherlands reformed Congregation. by their talk and 
their walk they taught us to love the church as well.

but now their giving to the militant church is done. And 
they serve the triumphant church forever—that church that 
knows no man-made walls, no denominations, no separa-
tions, no infirmities—that church where everyone loves 
each other perfectly in Christ Jesus! truly, we cannot wish 
them back. As robert hawker said, “When our loved ones 
die, they change their place, but not their company.”

Nineteen years ago, when Dad was taken to glory so 
suddenly by a massive heart attack while in the pulpit serv-
ing this church, mother was the last one to see me before 
I entered the Kalamazoo NrC pulpit to lead his funeral 
from the very spot where he died. At that point, I was over-
whelmed, not knowing whether I could hold up. She laid 
her hand on my arm, and said, “remember, dear, we cannot 
wish him back.” I cannot tell you the strength that simple 
comment gave me at that moment. Dear brothers and sisters, 
and dear family, what a legacy has been left to us! I would 
like to describe that legacy through our dear mother’s life 
in five words, each of which bear the stamp of God’s grace.

1. Prayerful—that would have to be the first descriptive 
word. In terms of consistently coming to the throne of grace, 
pleading for God’s mercy, mother was the best prayer war-
rior I have ever known. You remember, dear brothers and 
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The Legacy of My God-fearing Mother
— Dr. Joel R. Beeke

My dear mother, Johanna Beeke, aged 92, passed on into 
the presence of her Savior, at 3:45 a.m. on July 23, 2012. 
Though words seem hollow right now, I have tried to 
write a little of the tremendous legacy she left us five 
children and our spouses. Some of this material I used 
for leading her funeral on July 28, which is why parts of 
it are addressed to my brothers and sisters, and extended 
family. Afterwards, I preached on John 14:1–3, the text 
that the Lord used to grant her some spiritual liberty in 
the early years of her conversion. The following day, July 
29, I preached a follow-up sermon to the flock I serve in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan on Psalm 17:15, which is available 
on sermonaudio.com.



sisters, when our parents had their 50th anniversary, and 
we all decided to thank each of them for one thing without 
telling each other what we would say, that we all thanked 
mother for praying for us. We all could feel as we grew 
up that she was praying earnestly for each of us. When we 
would get up in the morning, do you remember how as you 
would walk by the living room on the way to the kitchen 
to get breakfast, you would furtively glance into the living 
room, there to see through the shadows mother on her 
knees? You felt that that prayer place was a sacred place of 
communion with God, where mother did business with 
heaven on our behalf.

We probably all have stories like this, but once, as a 
young teenager, I recall vividly a certain occasion in which 
I was about to watch something with a friend that was not 
edifying. Just before I indulged in desensitizing my con-
science, however, it was as if I saw mother on her knees 
before me. the power of that image in my mind was such 
that, even though I was not saved, I told my friend I couldn’t 
watch what he wanted to watch.

Often mother would pray at great length. Once I called 
Dad from Grand rapids and said, “Do you mind if I come 
down to visit this evening, as I don’t have any obligations?” 
“that would be fine,” he said. “Can I just speak with mother 
for a moment?” I said. “Well,” he hesitated, “she’s praying 
right now.” “Never mind then,” I said, “I will talk with her 
when I come.” When I arrived at our parents’ home 50 miles 
later, only my Dad greeted me. “Where’s mother?” I asked. 
“She’s still praying,” he said.

I remember Dad telling me 26 years ago when I was still 
in New Jersey how mother had prayed for us far more than 
we ever knew. Dad told me at that time in a very tender 
moment that she normally spent two hours on her knees 
every day. most of that time was spent no doubt in pray-
ing for us as children. When she was in spiritual darkness, 
she once said to me, “perhaps my soul would be in a better 
condition if I would have prayed as much for myself as I 
have prayed for you.”

I also remember overhearing a conversation at a classical 
church gathering, where an elder approached Dad to ask 
him, “What was the secret of your child-rearing since all 
of your children have come to know the Lord?” I will never 
forget his answer: “the grace of God and their mother’s 
prayers,” he said.

but you didn’t hear about that from mother herself. 
When she turned 85 I asked her, “mother, if you could live 
your life all over again, what would you do differently?” “Oh 
dear,” she said, “I would pray more.” that answer was so 
convicting—and enlightening. I have long noticed that the 
more we as believers are graced with God’s particular graces, 
the more we will feel how little we have of those very graces. 

mother’s prayers encircled you, too, dear grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren and great-great grandchild—all 
128 of you. She loved you all, and prayed for you all. When 

she thought about how large our family had become, she was 
amazed at God’s grace. She would often say near the end 
when she was very forgetful and would seem surprised on 
every occasion when we told her how large the family was: 
“Can you beat that? And then to think that I was an only 
child!” Oh, how shall we ever realize the magnitude of the 
covenant mercies of our God that have been bequeathed to 
us through a praying mother!

Let us thank God that by his grace, he gave us a pray-
ing mother.

2. Lover of scripture. mother loved to read the bible. 
that became all the more apparent in her declining years. 
Near the end, she would sleep twenty hours a day; her four 
hours awake were entirely devoted to eating and reading 
the bible. What a witness she was to all who took care of 
her! Once I was thinking, “Why does the Lord still keep 
her alive?” then, I heard one of the great-grandchildren 
said, “Grandma is such a witness to me. All she does is 
read her bible.”

About a month before she passed on to her Savior and 
Lord, I said to her, “mother, can you understand what you 
are reading?” “Oh yes, dear,” she said, with a knowing smile. 
“Do you still profit from it—does it still help you to read the 
bible?” “Oh yes, dear,” she said with another knowing smile. 

that same night, I read revelation 21:1–9 to her. When I 
arrived at verse 6, I said to her, “mother, do you know what 
Jesus means when he says, ‘I am Alpha and Omega’?” As 
soon as I asked this, I thought, “how foolish to ask her a 
question you know she can’t answer because of her memory 
loss,” but she responded immediately, “Doesn’t that mean,” 
she said, “that Jesus is both the first and the last in our lives?” 
“Yes, mother; yes, that’s it—that’s everything!” I said. 

mother could not talk to us as freely as Dad could about 
the work of the holy Spirit in her soul. but her love for the 
Word and her godly walk of life made that unnecessary. 
We all learned about experiential theology from Dad and 
about practical theology from mother. Not until I was in 
the ministry did I realize what an extraordinary combina-
tion this was and what special parents we were blessed with. 

because mother couldn’t talk as freely with us as Dad 
could, she would read bible-based literature—especially 
Christ-exalting stories to us, every Sunday afternoon. Some-
times she would break down as she read these wonderful 
stories about how God exalts his own name in the hearts 
of sinners. Someone at the visiting hours yesterday told me 
that his oldest memory of mother is when his family came 
from Ontario to stay with our family when he was six years 
old. “All I remember,” he said, “is that she read Christian 
stories to us so sincerely on Sunday afternoon.”

mother’s love for the Word was also evident in her 
conscientious church attendance. We were raised with the 
understanding that hearing God’s Word in the house of 
God was life’s top priority. No matter how much home-
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work we had, we never thought about asking if we could 
stay home when rev. W. C. Lamain, pastor of the Grand 
rapids NrC, would come to preach for us every Wednesday 
evening. When God’s Word was being expounded, we were 
there. Our parents believed that we were not only respon-
sible for what we heard in God’s house, but if we chose to 
absent ourselves, we were also responsible for what we could 
have heard but chose not to hear.

Let us thank God that by his grace, he gave us a mother 
who loved the Word.

3. kindness. mother was incredibly kind. “the law of 
kindness” was in her heart, and therefore on her tongue and 
in all her facial expressions. When company was present, 
she would not forget about us. When we had a room full 
of God’s people in our home, which often happened when 
I was a boy, and I would catch her eye across the room, she 
would always smile warmly and kindly.

perhaps I’m being forgetful, but I do not ever remember 
mother criticizing anyone for anything. She said once to me, 
“You can talk about people as much as you want, as long as 
what you say is good.” Nor do I ever recall her speaking to me 
at any point in my life with any frustration, irritation, or anger 
in her voice. When my wife asked her at her 80th birthday, 
“mother, do you have any advice to give about how to handle 
children when you feel frustrated? how did you handle that?” 
mother thought for ten seconds, then smiled sympathetically, 
and said, “I’m afraid, dear, that I just can’t recall ever getting 
frustrated with them.” Now that answer, which by the way, 
really did not help my wife, didn’t mean, I assure you, that we 
were all such good kids, but because the grace of God sancti-
fied her character, in her tongue was “the law of kindness” 
(prov. 31:26). perhaps that grace also sanctified her memory, 
so that she knew what to remember and what to forget!

I think mother thought it was a double sin to criticize 
a minister because he is a servant of the most high God. 
Since our church did not have a minister for several decades, 
all the preachers that came to bring us God’s Word during 
most of those years would stay at our home. One of them 
even brought his dog, which I was by no means happy about, 
so I let my mother know how I felt. She promptly rebuked 
me for criticizing even a minister’s dog!

mother’s kindness radiated from her in scores of ways. 
When we were sick, she would often say—and meant it—
that she wished she could be sick in our place. When a 
slice of toast got burnt, she was always the one to eat it. As 
children, when we left for school, she would wave to us from 
the front window for as long as she could see us. She always 
had time for us; she would ask us every day how school went.

Let us thank God that by his grace, he gave us a mother 
in whose tongue was “the law of kindness.”

4. Contentment. When I was about 12 years old, I had a 
friend who mentioned that he didn’t want to ask his mother 

for a favor at the moment because she wasn’t in “a good 
mood.” that comment puzzled me greatly. I honestly didn’t 
know what the word “mood” meant; I had never seen my 
mother moody or frustrated. mother always seemed cheerful 
and content—in fact, so content that at times it frustrated 
me. If something bad happened to me, and I would come to 
her for pity, she would often respond by saying, “It could be 
worse.” One day this was too much for me: “but mother,” 
I said with great irritation, “you can say that about every-
thing.” “that’s right,” she calmly replied, without a hint of 
irritation, “it always could be worse because God never gives 
us things as bad as we deserve.” “but mother…” I protested. 
Calmly she interrupted me, quoting paul: “I have learned 
in whatsoever state I am therewith to be content.” that text 
stopped the pity party in a moment.

mother’s contentment was also evident in her thankful-
ness. She was one of the most thankful people I have ever 
known. She would thank you for everything you did for her, 
even the smallest thing. thanksgiving filled her heart, and 
spilled over into her life with ease. She could thank as easily 
as she could say, “I’m sorry”—even when she had nothing 
to be sorry about!

Let us thank God that by his grace, he gave us a con-
tent mother.

5. Purity—that is, in terms of devoutness and godliness. 
mother, by Christ’s grace, developed not only holy habits, 
but even natural habits that revealed a simple, almost naïve, 
purity. She was disciplined not only in her bible-reading, 
but also in her eating habits (to a fault!), disciplined in her 
daily walks, disciplined in her daily routines of exercise. She 
was still exercising her arms and legs only a few months 
before her death. everything about her life seemed so orga-
nized, so simple, so pure, so clean, so sweet, that it seemed 
like the aroma of Christ exuded from her.

Actually, there may be no better way to describe mother 
than to cite the list in Galatians 5:22–23 of the fruit of the 
Spirit: “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, and self-control.” each of these fruits was 
abundant in her life.

Let us thank God that by his grace, he gave us a mother 
whose life displayed the fruit of the Spirit.

the legacy, the heritage, the mantle is now passed on 
to us. We now become the older generation. time waits for 
no one; no mere human being is the master of time. Sooner 
than we know, someone will be conducting our funerals. 
may we, by God’s grace, be found worthy of such a legacy, 
and faithful in receiving such a mantle. mother left her 
mark on our lives, all of us, and the best monument we can 
raise to her memory is to follow her as she followed Christ, 
and extend her inf luence to many other lives, and to the 
generations to come.
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In Deuteronomy 29, the LOrD calls the children of Israel to renew their 
covenant with him upon entering the promised Land. In verse 12, moses 
tells the people to “enter into covenant with the LOrD thy God, and into 
his oath, which the LOrD thy God maketh with thee this day.” that 
relationship would carry abundant blessings for obedience, but deathly 
curses for disobedience. moses exposes the dangers of presuming upon 
the covenant of God: there would be those who would “bless themselves 
in their hearts” without realizing the weight of being in covenant relation-
ship with God (v. 19). Sadly, that danger is very true for us today as well.

moses highlights the warning signs of presumption. Some Israel-
ites were living under the covenant and claiming the blessings of the 
covenant when they should have been prepared for the curses of the 
covenant. So often we think presumption does not exist in our hearts. 
but how might presumption look in our lives today? there is the aspect 
of presuming that all is well because we are under the covenant. We 
are baptized and have made profession of faith and think that all is 
well because we have done our part, but we lack the Spirit’s enlivening 
power and still live outside of Christ. We presume that we can live how 
we want to since we are under the covenant. Does this describe you?

Or perhaps the other side of presumption might describe you more 
accurately, a side that is equally dangerous and misleading. We might 
presume upon our own works and the grace of God. We think that if we 
perform all our tasks to the letter, we can find acceptance with God. We 
are under the covenant after all, aren’t we? You think that your works 
will still earn credit with God and he will save you when he is ready. 
You bless yourself in your heart, because you think you are obedient.

presumption leads us to think that all is well and we are safe because 
the covenant can be used as some sort of leverage with God to accept us 
in the end. presumption is not boldness, however. A bold faith seeks to 
take hold of Christ to cover all your disobedience. A presumptive faith 
says that Christ will take hold of you even if you remain unrepentant. 

presumption contains no lasting peace, but exposes us to the unspar-
ing wrath of God. read Deuteronomy 29:20, “the LOrD will not spare 
him, but then the anger of the LOrD and his jealousy shall smoke against 
that man.” this reminds us that God is infinitely holy and that he will 
punish presumption. presumption exposes us to the unbearable curses of 
God: “And all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him.” 
the crushing curses of God await those who remain unrepentant. the 
supposed pleasure of presumption will be turned into anguish: “And the 
LOrD shall blot out his name from under heaven.” A false sense of security 
in the covenant will be exchanged for God’s turning from you.

What is the cure to the deadly sin of presumption? We need the 
unsparing wrath of God lifted from us, and he has provided that escape 
in Christ. God did not spare his own Son; he sent him to die so that 
presumptive sinners might repent, lose their presumption, truly trust in 
his atoning death, and be spared from the wrath to come. the crushing 
curses of God fell upon Christ; he was made a curse for sinners (Gal. 
3:13). Christ cried out, “my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
(matt. 27:46) so that we do not have to cry that cry forever. Do you see the 
life and blessing available in the Christ of the covenant? he alone is the 
cure for presumption (Acts 5:31; 11:18). Flee to him, find shelter in him, 
and do not rest until you are safe in him—not presumptively, but boldly!

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at puritan reformed 
theological Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the heritage Netherlands 
reformed Congregation of Grand rapids, michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin theo-
logical Seminary, Grand rapids, michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@
puritanseminary.org; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd, 
Our little ones are dear to Thee; 
Gathered with Thine arms and carried 
In Thy bosom may they be 
Sweetly, gently, safely tended, 
From all want and danger free.

Tender Shepherd, never leave them 
From Thy fold to go astray; 
By Thy look of  love directed, 
May they walk the narrow way; 
Thus direct them, and protect them, 
Lest they fall an easy prey.

Let Thy holy Word instruct them: 
Fill their minds with heav’nly light; 
Let Thy love and grace constrain them, 
To approve whate’er is right, 
Take Thine easy yoke and wear it, 
And to prove Thy burden light.

Cleanse their hearts from sinful folly 
In the stream Thy love supplied; 
Mingled streams of  blood and water 
Flowing from Thy wounded side; 
And to heav’nly pastures lead them, 
Where Thine own still waters glide.

— JAne LeeSOn

A Back to School Prayer


