
 October 2011 Vol. 19 w No. 8 Official PublicatiOn Of the heritage refOrmed cOngregatiOns

“Revive Us Again”

 Killing Your Sin

 China’s Revival

in this issue

Alas, my God, that we should be
 Such strangers to each other!
O that as friends we might agree.
 And walk and talk together!

May I taste that communion. Lord,
 Thy people have with Thee?
Thy Spirit daily talks with them
 O let Him talk with me!

Like Enoch let me walk with God,
 And thus walk out my day,
Attended with the heavenly Guards.
 Upon the King’s highway.

When wilt thou come unto me, Lord?
 O come, my Lord most dear!
Come near, nearer, nearer, nearer still:
 I’m well when Thou art near.

There’s no such thing as pleasure here;
 My Jesus is my all in all;
As Thou dost shine or disappear,
 My pleasures rise and fall.

When wilt Thou come unto me, Lord?
 For, till Thou dost appear,
I count each moment for a day,
 Each minute for a year.
       —THOMAS SHEpArd
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Truth
“O faithful Christian, search the truth, hear truth, learn truth, love 
truth, speak the truth, hold the truth till death.”     — John huss

“Every parcel of truth is precious as the filings of gold; we must 
either live with it, or die for it.”            —Thomas Brooks

“It is truth alone that capacitates any soul to give glory to God.”
        — John owen
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Throughout the ages, the church of God has experienced 
dreadful times of darkness. One need only to think back to 
the Middle Ages when men were held captive to the hier-
archy of the roman catholic church and all of its excesses, 
superstition, and heresy. Those were dark times indeed. But 
God raised up a man who would be the formidable cata-
lyst for the revival of true religion. It is not surprising that 
this dark period was called the “Babylonian captivity” of 
the church by Martin Luther, God’s instrument of reform, 
because of the church’s bondage to the “doctrines of devils” 
(1 Tim. 4:1). Yet times of captivity and darkness for God’s 
people are nothing new. In the pages of sacred Scripture 
there have been times when true religion appeared to be at a 
very low ebb and God’s disfavor seemed to abide on the land.

psalm 85 opens with an earnest prayer in which the psalm-
ist looks back to the past, “LORD, thou hast been favourable 
unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob” 
(v. 1). Looking to God’s dealings with his people in times 
past gave him hope and encouragement for the present. The 
history of God’s people is more than an account of what has 
happened in the past; it is prophetic history in which the 
past serves as a prophetic indicator for the future. If God in 
marvelous ways revived and reformed his church in the past, 
then would it not be his good pleasure to do so again? Should 
we not then be calling to him in earnest prayer to deliver his 
captive church from its enslavement to heresies, superstitions, 
and false prophets, as he has done before?

The psalmist also clearly identifies the divine channel 
through which past restoration came: “Thou hast forgiven the 
iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah” 
(vv. 2–3). Only once forgiveness came did blessing follow. 
Their captivity, whether it was defeat by the enemies of Israel 
on the battlefield or the captivity in Babylon, was a result of 
their sin which had brought the fierceness of God’s anger upon 
them. The concept of a God who responds in wrath to sin does 
not fit well in the mind of modern man. how can a God of 
love ever show anything as reprehensible as wrath? The psalm-
ist had no mistaken notions about the wrath of God because 
he knew that the God he was dealing with was an utterly holy 
God, whose eyes were purer than to behold any evil. In fact, 

he clearly sees that the calamity in which the people of God 
found themselves was the result of divine displeasure. “Wilt 
thou be angry with us for ever?” he asks (v. 5). But he takes 
consolation in the fact that if, in the past, God has graciously 
forgiven his sinful people, surely he will do so again. This 
man knew by experience that God was not only a God of 
justice and wrath, but also a God of grace and mercy. Based 
on what he knows about God, he pleads in all earnest, “Wilt 
thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?”

Is it not time for us to cry out to God on behalf of his err-
ing and wayward church: “O Lord, forgive us our iniquity and 
sin and remove Thy righteous anger which burns upon us as 
a nation and a church. Turn us from the folly of our ways and 
deliver us from our self-inflicted captivity to falsehood and to 
evil. ‘It is time for thee, LORD, to work, for they have made 
void thy law.’ O Lord, revive us again as Thou hast graciously 
done in the past!” having so done, the people of God assume 
the position of hopeful expectation: “I will hear what God the 
LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto...his saints”  
(v. 8). This is the position that the prophet habakkuk assumed 
after putting his case before the Lord (hab. 2:1).

We can, however, only assume an attitude of hopeful 
expectation if we are assured that reconciliation between 
heaven and earth has come about. “Surely his salvation is 
nigh them that fear him...mercy and truth are met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other” (vv. 9–10). 
God’s promised blessings, as we have seen, came through 
the channel of forgiveness and as christians we realize that 
this channel is the cross of our Lord Jesus christ. On the 
cross alone do righteousness and peace kiss. It is on the 
cross of christ that both God’s perfect justice is satisfied 
and God’s mercy is made manifest. As we plead the removal 
of God’s righteous anger upon his church for the sake of 
christ alone, we can expectantly await the time of God’s 
reformation so that his people may indeed rejoice in him.

Dr. Arthur Miskin is a missionary minister of the heritage reformed congrega-
tions of North America serving in South Africa. he is a theological instructor 
at the Mukhanyo Theological college in KwaNdebele, a minister in an English 
reformed church plant in pretoria, and with his wife, Sonja, is involved in minis-
try to terminal hIV/AIDS patients.

“Revive Us Again”

Meditation • Dr. Arthur Miskin

Wilt thou not  
revive us again: that  

thy people may  
rejoice in thee? 

—Psalm 85:6



       I will take the cup of salvation... .  — Psalm 116:13a

Editorial • Dr. Joel R. Beeke 

The Cup of Salvation:

In ancient times, a king customarily held a feast following a 
great victory. At the feast, he would lift up and drink deeply 
from a cup of wine as a symbol of deliverance and thanksgiving. 
In the Lord’s Supper, God’s people lift up and drink deeply from 
the cup of thanksgiving for salvation through Jesus christ.1 By 
faith we taste the efficacy of christ’s blood to cleanse from all 
sin (1 John 1:7) and become partakers of every covenant mercy 
(1 cor. 11:25). We bring our poverty to christ’s riches, our guilt 
to his reconciliation, our bondage to his liberation.

When the Lord’s Supper is administered in psalm-singing 
churches, communicants often sing psalm 116. Few songs 
more aptly express the character of the holy Supper as a 
thanksgiving feast.

I love the Lord, the fount of life and grace; 
he hears my voice, my cry and supplication, 
Inclines his ear, gives strength and consolation; 
In life, in death, my heart will seek his face.
Thou, O Jehovah, in Thy sovereign grace, 
hath saved my soul from death and woe appalling, 
Dried all my tears, secured my feet from falling. 
Lo, I shall live and walk before Thy face.
What shall I render to Jehovah now 
For all the riches of his consolation? 
With joy I’ll take the cup of his salvation, 
And call upon his name with thankful vow.
I am, O Lord, Thy servant, bound yet free, 
Thy handmaid’s son, whose shackles Thou hast broken; 
redeemed by grace, I’ll render as a token 
Of gratitude my constant praise to Thee.2

I  Love the Lord
participation in the Lord’s Supper requires saving faith to 
please God. christ has appointed this supper only for believ-
ers. romans 14:23 says, “he that doubteth is damned if he 

eats, for he eateth not of faith: for whatsover 
is not of faith is sin.” Arguing from 

the lesser to the greater, if this is 
true of an ordinary meal eaten 
before God, how much more is 
it true of a sacramental feast?

In the Lord’s Supper, we 
come to christ, hearing, seeing, 

drinking, eating, trusting, and thanking him for what he 
has done. All these activities are very physical, and can be 
outwardly completed without an inner work of faith. But in 
order to participate fully in this meal of grace, we must have 
faith in the sovereign God, who “so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). We 
must trust in christ, nailed to the cross and lifted up to die, 
“as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness” (John 3:14) 
to save his people from “death and woe appalling.” Eating and 
drinking, we still will starve without faith.

The  Fount of Life and Grace
We must believe that christ is “the bread of life” (John 6:35). 
To believe on him is to have everlasting life (John 3:36). christ 
is “the fount of life and grace.” But how is this life received by 
the people of God? According to John 6:54–55, “Whoso eateth 
my f lesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life...for my 
f lesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.” 

Some conclude from these words that the bread and wine 
of the holy Supper in some mysterious way are changed 
into the literal f lesh and blood of christ. But christ’s bodily 
ascension into heaven makes that physically impossible. As 
the heidelberg catechism says, “With respect to his human 
nature, he is no more on the earth” (Q. 47). 

rather, we feed on christ by faith. As the puritan George 
Swinnock said, “First, faith must look out for christ; sec-
ondly, faith must look up to christ for grace; thirdly, faith 
must take christ down, or receive him and grace.”3 charles 
Bridges described christ as the diamond that shines in the 
bosom of every sermon. Likewise, to the believer, christ is 
the diamond embedded and displayed in every communion 
feast. As richard Baxter said, “Nowhere is God so near to 
man as in Jesus christ: and nowhere is christ so familiarly 
represented to us as in this holy sacrament.”4

people who come to the Lord’s Supper without faith in 
christ receive a bit of bread, a sip of wine, and the fearful threat 
of being punished for intruding where they do not belong (1 cor. 
11:29). As unbelievers, they cannot feed on christ in their hearts.

What  Shall I Render to Jehovah?
The believer who partakes of the Lord’s Supper is not merely a 
passive recipient. As a partaker of “all the riches of his consola-
tion,” the communicant is moved to give thanks to the Lord. 

This thankful response is the very soul of the sacrament. Sadly, 
this has not always been recognized. In some traditions the 
Lord’s Supper is regarded as itself a sacrifice for sins, as an 
addendum to christ’s sacrifice at the cross. What christ did 

at the cross is thus regarded as neither final nor all-sufficient.

the Lord’s Supper as a Thanksgiving Feast
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The New Testament, with feet f irmly planted in the 
rubble of the Old Testament temple, destroyed according to 
christ’s judgment (Matt. 24:2), says “it is not possible that 
the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (heb. 
10:4). Not only is the temple gone, but the sacrifices there 
never actually atoned for sin. They only pointed to christ, 
God’s appointed and effectual atonement. Thanks be to 
God, no more sacrifices are needed, for “christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation” (heb. 9:28).

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper recalls a sacrifice 
already consummated upon God’s altar. It only remains for 
communicants to give thanks to God for that sacrifice, and 
to live in the enjoyment of the many benefits purchased by 
christ in offering up his body and blood on the cross.

With  Joy I’ll Take the Cup
In the holy Supper, the benefits of salvation are set before the 
believer as a cup of the finest wine, sparkling to the eye, sweet 
to the taste, and able to make the heart glad. The believer is 
invited to take this cup and drink deeply from it. refreshed 
by this heavenly drink, the believer calls upon the name of 
the Lord with renewed faith and devotion. 

The psalms mention two cups that God sets before man. 
One is God’s wrath poured out against sin. psalm 75:8 says, 
“For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine 
is red; it is full of mixture; and he poureth out of the same: 
but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring 
them out, and drink them.” So dreadful is this cup that even 
the Lord Jesus feared to drink of it, and so he prayed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane: “O my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me” (Matt. 26:39). Nonetheless, christ 
accepted this fearful cup, saying, “The cup which my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11).

Because christ drank the cup of wrath down to its bitter 
dregs, another cup is now offered to us, “the cup of salvation” 
(ps. 116:13). The Lord himself is now “the portion of [our] 
cup” (ps. 16:5). This is the cup that runs over (ps. 23:5). 
here is paul’s inspiration for describing “the cup of the new 
covenant” (see 1 cor. 11:25) as “the cup of blessing which 
we bless” (1 cor. 10:16). In the holy Supper, we take hold of 
christ as the “cup of the new covenant.” We thankfully recall 
how the eternal Son of God left the Father’s throne to become 
an infant for us. We see how Jesus lived as a man among sin-
ners for thirty-three years, bearing our sins, sicknesses, griefs, 
and sorrows. We look into the face of “a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief ” (Isa. 53:3), and are overwhelmed by 
what he has done for us. he carried the cruel load of our sins 
to Golgotha, suffered humiliation and shame in nakedness 
upon the cross, descended into a hell of suffering, cried the 
bitter cries of dereliction and thirst, and surrendered all to 
the cold and silent tomb.

I  Am, O Lord, Thy Servant
Thanksgiving goes further than mere partaking of the sacra-
ment. In the holy Supper, christ presses his claim upon us. 
“For the love of christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again” (2 cor. 
5:14–15). Our need could not have been greater or our plight 
more desperate. We were dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1).

Nothing greater could have been done for us than what 
christ did. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). christ pur-
chased our salvation at a great personal cost. Because of his 
sacrifice, we belong to our faithful Savior, body and soul, in 
life and in death. “Whether we live therefore, or die, we are 
the Lord’s” (rom. 14:8). Our response at the communion 
feast is not complete until we acknowledge the full weight of 
christ’s claim, saying, “I am, O LORD, Thy servant.”

When we, by grace, accept our status as the servants of 
christ, we discover wondrous, authentic freedom. “Truly I am 
thy servant,” the psalmist says, adding, “Thou hast loosed my 
bonds” (ps. 116:16). christ’s servants are “bound yet free.” cal-
vin says true christian freedom is “a free servitude and a serving 
freedom. Those who serve God are free. We obtain liberty in 
order that we may more promptly and more readily obey God.”5

Bound yet free, we thank the Father for choosing us in 
christ from the stillness of eternity past to save and preserve us 
for eternity future. Bound yet free, we thank the Son, who in love 
consented to be the Mediator of the covenant, and “being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross” (phil. 2:8). Bound yet 
free, we thank the Spirit of christ, whose power quickened us in 
christ when we were in the grave of sin, whose blessing on the 
preaching of the gospel led us to christ on the cross, whose wit-
ness moved us to embrace christ as the only Savior, and whose 
very presence now lives in us to make us like christ. With the 
cup of salvation in hand, we confess with Samuel rutherford: 
“I know not which divine person I love [and must thank] the 
most, but this I know, I love and need each of them.”

What shall we render to God for all he has given us? 
powerless to repay our great debt, we can only receive his 
free gift, call upon his Name, and offer ourselves to him as 
living sacrifices, confessing, “redeemed by grace, I’ll render 
as a token/Of gratitude my constant praise to Thee.” More 
than this we cannot do; less than this we must not do.

1. William Gouge, The Saints’ Sacrif ice: A Commentary on Psalm CXVI (Edin-
burgh: James Nichol, 1868), 86.

2. The Psalter (Grand rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), No. 426, stanzas 1, 5, 7, 9.
3. The Works of George Swinnock (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1992), 1:203.
4. cited in I.D.E. Thomas, Puritan Quotations (chicago: Moody, 1975), 171.
5. Calvin’s Commentary (Grand rapids: Eerdmans, 1963), on 1 peter 2:16.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and homilet-
ics at puritan reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage Neth-
erlands reformed congregation of Grand rapids, Michigan.
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perhaps you don’t remember much about the day when you 
stopped learning the letters of the alphabet and started 
reading words. But you may have seen children make this 
transition. Individual letters become parts of a bigger real-
ity, a word. This example might help us to understand the 
transition christ speaks about to his disciples in John 16.

christ had used many parables to train and teach his 
disciples. But in the night he was betrayed, as he was about 
to go to the cross, he told them that the days of parable-
teaching were over. “These things have I spoken unto you 
in proverbs [literally, ‘parables’]: but the time cometh, when 
I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs [parables], but 
I shall shew you plainly of the Father” ( John 16:25). These 
are remarkable words. christ is basically saying, “parables 
were a good beginning, but I won’t leave you with only the 
elementary things. I will take you to the next step. Instead 
of parables, I will speak plainly.”

christ is referring to the ministry of the holy Spirit 
in the disciples’ lives. he had just announced that “when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things 
to come” ( John 16:13). John calvin says that “the disciples 
were far above those who had no relish for the word of 
the gospel, and yet they were still like children learning 
the alphabet, in comparison of the new wisdom which was 
bestowed on them by the holy Spirit.”1

Maybe you remember sitting in one of the early grades 
of school and having your teacher tell you a little bit about 
the subjects that you would study in higher grades. You 
may have been struggling with simple arithmetic, and your 
teacher said, “Someday you might use these numbers in 
formulas that help scientists send rockets into space.” Your 
brain could not even begin to understand how arithmetic 
could ever get you to that point. how puzzling and over-
whelming your teacher’s words would have been! The dis-
ciples must have felt something similar when christ spoke 
to them on the night before his death.

A Gradual Dawning
Imagine that the changes from night to day and from day to 
night were sudden instead of gradual. heavy darkness would 
give way suddenly to broad daylight, and brilliant sunshine 
to pitch black. Sudden transitions like that would leave us 
reeling, wouldn’t they? We admire the creator’s wisdom in 
designing a gradual dawning of the day when light begins 

faintly on the horizon, painting hues of orange and pink, 
while the blackness of night slowly recedes. Even when the 
morning light has arrived, it still takes some hours before 
the strength of the noonday sun hits us.

The parables of christ were part of the gradual dawning 
preparing for the full light of calvary. remember, it was just 
before he went to the cross that christ transitioned away 
from parables. This is an important point. The parables 
had been leading up to calvary—introducing the disciples 
slowly but surely to the mysteries of what would happen 
there. They were like the early stages of morning light, mak-
ing way for the full splendor that would be seen. The truths 
they taught could be plainly seen by those who believed as 
christ accomplished redemption for his people.

 There are people who enjoy reading the parables over 
other parts of the Scriptures. A reader of one of the four 
Gospels may prefer these simple, seemingly harmless sto-
ries over the more disturbing narratives detailing christ’s 
sufferings and death on calvary. But a true student of the 
parables will find calvary in the parables; they lead to cal-
vary. Think of the man who invited many guests to the sup-
per and was dishonored and spurned. Did not this rejection 
climax at calvary? Or think of the prodigal’s father, who 
went out to meet his son. Wasn’t it at calvary that christ 
went out into the far country to take to himself the death 
this prodigal deserved and bring the prodigal back through 
the power of an endless life? Think of the shepherd who 
gave his life for the sheep, or of the heir who was thrown 
out of the vineyard and killed. Both of these parables pic-
ture the reality of calvary.

So the truth of calvary underlies the parables and is key 
to its meaning. calvary explains how seed sown in the earth 
can produce a hundredfold harvest. It explains how none of 
the tares will ever affect any of the good seed. It explains 
how God can welcome unjust stewards into his house-
hold. calvary explains why the publican could go to his 
home justified, and why the persistent widow was heard. It 
explains why the owner of the vineyard took people standing 
idle in the marketplace and brought them into fellowship 
with himself and into the inheritance of his grace. cal-
vary explains why the Lord can forgive an impossibly large 
debt to debtors who should be imprisoned until they pay all 
that they owe. calvary explains how the Son, rejected and 
despised, could become the headstone of the corner.

It’s no wonder that paul called the cross itself a mystery. 
he writes to the corinthians: “But we speak the wisdom 
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of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory: which none of 
the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 cor. 2:7–8). 
To the natural eye, the cross couldn’t possibly contain any 
glory—it is far too base and shameful. But it was not too base 
or shameful for christ. At the cross, the most glory was hid 
in the most shame. And thus, paul explains, the cross is “to 
them that perish foolishness” (1 cor. 1:18). people turn away 
from the cross because they don’t see any real significance in 
it and are instead offended by it and stumble at it.

Full Clarity
In John 16:25, christ promised a coming day of full clarity 
for his disciples. he wasn’t speaking of heaven, although 
knowledge in heaven will also be perfect. Instead, as I said 
earlier, christ was speaking of the coming of the Spirit. The 
parables would be finished; plainness would follow. The 
holy Spirit works faith, sustains faith, gives clarity through 
faith, and steadies faith upon its object.

Imagine yourself in a little boat during a vehement storm 
on a boisterous sea. Somewhere in the distance is a light-
house, but between the waves, the wind, and your own fears, 
you can’t see much of the light. But now imagine that you 
have a telescope that was permanently focused on the light 
and was suspended in front of your eye. Your view of the 
light would be amazingly constant and clear. This kind of 
clarity is what the Lord was promising that his disciples 
would experience upon the gift of the Spirit.

In fact, right after christ announces to the disciples that 
that time of plainness will come, he gives them a taste of it 
right then and there. Among other things, he says, “I came 
forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I 
leave the world, and go to the Father” ( John 16:28). christ 
is plainly revealing his relationship with his Father, as well 
as the doctrines of his incarnation and ascension. There is 
a sublime clarity to these statements! he is not using the 
stuff of stories, but simple and direct truth. The disciples 
themselves exclaim, “Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and 
speakest no proverb” ( John 16:29).

This “gradual dawning” and “plainness” continued after 
christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven. 
Think of the clarity and directness that peter uses on the 
day of pentecost as he says, “him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom 
God hath raised up...” (Acts 2:23, 24). Or think of paul’s 
frank explanation of our total depravity and our lost state 
before God in romans 3. he does not paint the picture of 
a prodigal son, who has left his Father’s house and is now 
wallowing in the mire. Instead, he states, “They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one” (v. 12). Everyone can 
sense the directness of such speech!

Conclusion
As we close our study of a number of the parables, I want to 
ask you whether you have truly understood the meaning of 
the parables. This is the question that christ asked his dis-
ciples once after a long day of speaking in parables. Matthew 
13:51 reads, “Jesus saith unto them, have ye understood all 
these things?” how important it is that we ask ourselves the 
same question!

It is possible to read and study these parables and even find 
them attractive and inspiring without being truly impacted 
by their truths. It is possible to read the words and yet never 
have the glory of them render you small and contrite before 
their Teacher. how we need the Spirit of God and the full 
clarity that he provides! he guides believers into all truth.

If we do know the ministry of this Spirit, conversion will 
continue in our hearts and lives. We will need this as long as 
we live here on earth; whether by parable or plain teaching, 
we need to be continually mastered by the message of the 
kingdom and the glory of the King himself. Those who are 
mastered by this unveiled glory now will reign in glory with 
christ in eternity (rom. 5:17).

Questions
1. We are often rather slow or unwilling to grow in 

knowledge. For that reason, peter exhorted the early 
christians, “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus christ” (2 pet. 3:18). 
how can we grow, and what sorts of things should 
we do now that we have gone through the parables?

2. In their writings, the apostles did not use parables 
like christ did. Nevertheless, through the inspira-
tion of the Spirit, they recorded and preserved the 
parables. What is their value today now that we 
have all the Scriptures?

3. We live in times when people have low tolerance of 
the study of doctrines and preaching on doctrine. 
Why is this, and how do christ’s words in our pas-
sage shed light on this?

4. In what way can you say that all the parables lead to 
calvary and calvary ultimately unlocks the mean-
ing of them all?

5. read 1 John 3:2b. Think of what it will be like to 
see the Son face to face in glory and to witness the 
change that will come upon believers then. how 
should seeing christ in the parables now by faith 
bring about change? Give an example of this in your 
own life or in someone you know or have read about.

1. John calvin, Commentary on the Gospel According to John, vol. 2, trans. William 
pringle (Grand rapids: Baker, 157), 155.

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is professor of Old and New Testament at puritan 
reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free reformed 
churches of North America.
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Let us consider how the church should minister to children 
in our midst. We will not focus upon christian parenting so 
much as the church’s ministry, although that ministry has 
many implications for christian parents, since they play a 
unique role in their children’s lives as their first evangelists, 
teachers, and guides. I will attempt to be brief rather than 
comprehensive in these guidelines.

Include the Children
children should attend public worship with their parents 
to experience the corporate life of the body of christ. They 
should learn how to worship by watching others worship. 
Don’t discourage mothers from bringing young children 
into worship (Luke 18:15–16). The prophet Joel included 
“the children, and those that suck the breasts” in the call 
to sacred assembly (Joel 2:16). Encourage families to bring 
their children to worship. You might reserve a section in the 
back or in the balcony for families with very young children. 
If they need an early exit, this can be done without distract-
ing or disturbing other worshippers.

The Scriptures teach us to view the assemblies of the 
church as gatherings of the household of faith. God’s chil-
dren are called to be brothers to each other. When Moses 
commanded that the law be read publicly every seven years, 
he said, “Gather the people together, men, and women, 
and children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that 
they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD 
your God, and observe to do all the words of this law” 
(Deut. 31:12). When the Israelites celebrated the feasts of 
the Lord, the law required them to come to the sanctuary 

as “households,” including sons and daughters and even 
servants (Deut. 12:7, 12).1 

children were also present in the synagogues where 
christ taught (Matt. 18:2; 19:13–15). paul assumed that 
children would be present when his letters were read in the 
churches, and he even addressed the children directly (Eph. 
6:1–3; col. 3:20). Jeremy Walker writes, “The constant pre-
sumption of Scripture is the children were present in the 
worship of the people of God.”2 Don’t separate children, 
teenagers, and adults into different worship compartments; 
bring them together as members of one family, and encour-
age them to sit together as families so that parents can make 
good use of the situation to train their children in godliness.

Including the children will inf luence how ministers of 
the Word prepare for public worship. When you offer public 
prayer in the worship service, include the children. pray 
specifically for children and young people. Intercede for 
God to grant them Spirit-worked submission to their par-
ents, regeneration, faith, repentance, and spiritual growth. 
If a child is sick, pray for him by name. Encourage them 
to sing by making frequent use of the psalters the children 
already know and love—and encourage parents, in teaching 
the children at home, to give priority to the psalters used in 
the worship of the church. 

In preaching, labor to speak with plainness and sim-
plicity, but also with color and vitality, in the way of a 
good storyteller, to interest even your youngest hearers in 
the sermon. If it is necessary to speak “over their heads,” 
stop periodically to address the children directly, giving 
them explanations or applications at the level of their own 
understanding. Nothing is more off-putting than to have 
a preacher tag a statement with “Boys and girls,” and then 
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go on to say things that no boy or girl could understand or 
even care about. Likewise, with regard to the length of the 
service, think of the children, and take care not to prolong 
sermons or prayers to the point that they cease to edify and 
only become a trial to be endured.

Train the Parents
Ephesians 4:11–12 says the glorified christ gives pastors 
and teachers to his church to equip its members. Verse 
16 envisions the church as a body in which every member 
performs its God-designed function. Since the function of 
parents is to nurture their children in the Lord, the ministry 
of the church must equip them to do so. how should the 
church train them?

 Train parents to lead as prophets, priests, and kings. 
Teach parents how, by faith in christ, we share in 
christ’s anointing by the Spirit and, in a limited 
way, are images of his offices and bearers of his 
authority.3 Train parents to be prophetic teachers of 
truth to their children. call them to be priests who 
lift up intercessions for their families and lay down 
themselves as loving sacrifices. remind them of their 
authority as servant-kings to defend their families 
from ungodly influences and to discipline them under 
the rule of christ. 

 Train parents to bring their children to Christ. Just 
as parents brought their little ones to Jesus in Mark 
10:13, we must continually bring our children to 
christ. Doing so requires that we believe our chil-
dren need more than polite behavior and an outward 
form of godliness—they need christ or they are lost 
forever! Bringing children to christ also requires us to 
understand that conversion is not the mere recitation 
of a prayer. God must give every sinner a new heart 
so that he may know him, love him, and walk with 
him (John 6:27–29).

 Train parents to conduct family worship. In one way, 
family worship is a child’s daily training for public 
worship. In another, something special and unique 
happens between fathers and mothers and sons and 
daughters when they open their Bibles and pray 
together. For how to conduct family worship, you 
might want to obtain James W. Alexander’s Thoughts 
on Family Worship, Matthew henry’s Family Religion, 
and my Family Worship.4

 Train parents to lead their families during public wor-
ship. When parents are in the pews, they are both 
worshippers toward God and leaders to their children. 
parents need to explain to their kids the importance 
of sitting together as a family. One mother said to her 
sons, “It is much harder to pay attention to God when 
you want to pay attention to your friend. You will 
have time later to be with your friend; right now Jesus 

wants all of your attention because he has something 
to say to us.”5 Make public worship a rich family time.

children should be taught that worship is not 
playtime. children should not be allowed to turn 
the pew into a race track for a hot Wheel, a library 
for reading secular books, or a nursery to play with 
toys. Teach your children, as God says, to “be still 
and know that I am God.” If children cannot be quiet 
in church, remove them discreetly, discipline them, 
and then return them to the service. Give them a 
pen and paper to take sermon notes. help the early- 
elementary age children to copy key words or sentences 
from your own notes. To encourage attentive listen-
ing, discuss sermons afterwards. Ask your children 
questions and listen to their responses. Knowing they 
will be questioned later will encourage your children 
to listen better now.6

Talk to your children before going to services and 
explain your expectations. To pay attention, they must 
sit straight and look at the minister or the page of the 
songbook or Bible to which the minister is referring. 
Talk to them in a quiet whisper during the worship 
service if they need further exhortations. Encourage 
them to be respectful and considerate of other people 
sitting nearby.

Leading children in public worship is more than a 
matter of their outward behavior, however. Worship 
is about meeting with God! Build a sense of anticipa-
tion by praying together on Saturday night for God 
to visit his people through his means of grace. Talk 
to your children about the wonderful privilege that 
through christ we are entering into God’s glorious, 
holy presence. Teach them to view worship as enter-
ing into the house and presence of God to appear 
before his throne of grace.

 Train parents to cultivate sober-mindedness in their 
families. Titus 2:4 and 6 says we are to cultivate sober-
mindedness. To be sober-minded is to be steady, like 
a ship with its anchor deep in the ocean floor, so that 
tides and currents cannot drag the ship to destruc-
tion. cultivate this by talking to your children at an 
early age about what is in their heart. Talk to them of 
God, christ, sin, the devil, heaven, and hell as awe-
some realities. Encourage self-discipline by limiting 
their use of various forms of media. Train them in 
personal and family devotions. Let them have times 
to play, but also engage them in serious tasks where 
you labor together for an important cause. Beware of 
letting them view life as an amusement park that exists 
for their entertainment; rather, give them something 
worth living and dying for.

 Train parents to teach their children how to build 
a sound, biblical library of great books. Many families 
have vast collections of toys, clothing, DVDs, and 
music. But how many parents invest in solid christian 
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books for their children? Fill your shelves with good 
reading material. Some of the same publishing houses 
that produced puritan writings like cumberland Val-
ley or christian Focus publications or reformation 
heritage Books also sell high quality children’s books. 
read them. Give them to your children to read. Take 
time to enjoy these books by reading them aloud as 
a family. As your children get older, introduce them 
to modern renderings of the puritans, such as Living 
by God’s Promises or Stop Loving the World, and then 
the easier puritans such as Thomas Watson or John 
Flavel. If you want to know why we are experiencing 
a resurgence of reformed theology and piety, one 
reason is the republishing and renewed reading of 
old reformed and puritan books. Do you want your 
children to share in this blessing?

 Train parents to teach their children to pray. John cal-
vin (1509–1564) considered prayer as a holy and inti-
mate conversation with God, our heavenly Father.7 
calvin said we should cast our “desires, sighs, anxi-
eties, fears, hopes, and joys into the lap of God.”8 
We are “permitted to pour into God’s bosom the 
difficulties which torment us, in order that he may 
loosen the knots which we cannot untie.”9 Therefore, 
an excellent way to train a child to pray is by putting 
them in Daddy’s lap. Begin when the child is about 
three years old, gently setting him in your lap during 
family worship, whispering a few words at a time, and 
having him repeat those after you. Walk him through 
a very simple version of AcTS: adoration, confession, 
thanksgiving, and supplication. This helps children to 
avoid getting stuck in supplication, which is natural, 
given their selfishness and immaturity. When a child 
is four, tell him to try a few sentences on his own. 
If he gets stuck, he can give Daddy a poke so that 
you can return to whispering and repeating. By about 
age seven, a child should be able to pray on his own. 
children naturally view their fathers as an image of 

God, so it is beautiful to associate prayer with sitting 
on Daddy’s lap.

 Finally, remind parents that the teaching and training 
of their children begins with and depends upon their 
own example as children of God, followers of christ, 
and members of his church. “Do as I say, but not as 
I do,” is no part of the law of christ for his disciples.

pastors and elders, if you want to reach the children in 
the church, train the parents. parents who conscientiously 
implement spiritual training of their children are usually 
those who experience God’s blessing of rearing stalwart sons 
and daughters for the church of Jesus christ. proverbs 22:6 
then proves to be the norm, not the exception: “Train up a 
child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will 
not depart from it.”

1. cf. Josh. 8:35; 2 chron. 20:13; Joel 2:16.
2. Jeremy Walker, “Attendance of children in public Worship Services,” Ban-

ner of Truth (http://www.banneroftruth.org/pages/articles/article_detail.php?142), 
accessed February 15, 2011.

3. Acts 2:17; rom. 12:1; heb. 13:15–16; 1 pet. 2:5, 9; 4:11; 1 John 2:27; rev. 
1:6; 5:10; 20:6. cf. heidelberg catechism (LD 12, Q. 32).

4. James W. Alexander, Thoughts on Family Worship (1847; repr., Morgan, 
penn.: Soli Deo Gloria, 1998); Matthew henry, Family Religion: Principles for 
Raising a Godly Family (repr., ross-shire, U.K.: christian Focus publications, 
2008); Joel r. Beeke, Family Worship (Grand rapids: reformation heritage 
Books, 2009).

5. robbie castleman, Parenting in the Pew: Guiding Your Children into the Joy 
of Worship (Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity, 2002), 56.

6. For more on listening to sermons, see Joel r. Beeke, The Family at Church: 
Listening to Sermons and Attending Prayer Meetings (Grand rapids: reformation 
heritage Books, 2008).

7. John calvin, Commentaries of Calvin (Grand rapids: Eerdmans, 1948-50), 
on psalm 10:13.

8. calvin, Commentary on psalm 89:38-39. 
9. calvin, Commentary on Genesis 18:25.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and homi-
letics at puritan reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Netherlands reformed congregation of Grand rapids, Michigan.
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Pray specifically for children 
and young people. Intercede for 
God to grant them Spirit-worked 

submission to their parents, 
regeneration, faith, repentance, 

and spiritual growth.



Pursuing beauty
In 2008, the American 
YWcA published a report 
titled “Beauty At Any 
cost”: “Every woman in 
the United States partici-

pates in a daily beauty pageant, whether she likes it or not. 
Engulfed by a popular culture saturated with images of ide-
alized, air-brushed and unattainable female physical beauty,” 
women are daily pressured to join in the idolatry, even as men, 
by lust, propel the cycle.

beauty Distorted
The snare of beauty idolatry in our culture is blatant. pursuit 
of female beauty has risen to a fevered pitch. Natural beauty 
is not what is expected. Even make-up doesn’t do the job 
anymore; we need Botox and plastic surgeons. Marketers 
work with graphic artists to airbrush and reshape images. 
The results are placarded across magazines, TV, films, bill-
boards, and the internet.

The pressure to join in this idolatry is tremendous. chris-
tian women, wives, and even young girls are often down about 
their appearance, feeling ugly and unattractive. The symptoms 
of becoming addicted to this world’s beauty are wide-ranging. 
physically they may include anorexia, bulimia, and depression. 
Idealized female physical beauty combined with a porno-
graphic and promiscuous culture pressures even the closest 
relationships. It impacts marriages, as women desire to outdo 
their celluloid counterparts, fearing that beautiful images 
will seduce their husbands. Even the workplace is impacted: 
research shows that women who best adhere to societal beauty 
standards are most likely to be hired and promoted.

So how can christians break this idolatry? What should a 
woman’s view and pursuit of beauty be like? New Testament 
culture was no different from ours; Greco-roman society 
was also obsessed with physical beauty. God knew that, just 
as he knows it in the present. Jesus christ, the Eternal Son 
made f lesh, knew and knows this. And so he instructed his 
messenger, the apostle peter, by the holy Spirit, to speak to us 
about it. In 1 peter 3:3–5, he graciously instructs us: “Whose 
adorning let it not be that outward adorning...; but let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the 
old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned 
themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands.”

beauty Celebrated
While internet statistics report that Americans spent $18 
billion last year on makeup alone, we should recognize at the 
outset that some of this is simply a blessing of prosperity. It 
is a good thing to be able to buy shampoo. contrary to those 
ascetics who would reject physical beauty, Scripture does 

not deny beauty and adornment, but rather displays delight 
in them as ref lective of God’s handiwork and blessing. In 
Ezekiel 16, God describes the lavish adorning of his bride. 
psalm 45 speaks of the princess “all glorious” in her beauty, 
preparing for her husband. The Song of Songs’ bride also 
delights to make herself beautiful for her groom. certainly 
there is a legitimate, healthy, even glorious pursuit of beauty; 
God’s Word celebrates it. Augustine remarked, “Beauty is 
indeed a good gift of God.” however, Scripture also teaches 
repeatedly that when pursuit of beauty is distorted, either by 
errant motives or sinful ends, it becomes a snare.

peter and the psalmist give us divine instruction here. 
Wrongly motivated or idolatrous beauty is vain. Adornment 
is not to be merely external. rather, true beauty only exists 
where it has begun within. peter directs us to the essential 
priority of internal beauty that comes through faith and life in 
christ. he describes the pursuit of real beauty as the pursuit of 
adornment with the fruit of the Spirit. True beauty, through 
salvation in christ, is also in view in psalm 45. The psalmist 
celebrates God’s salvation through the picture of a bride made 
beautiful. The goal is to glorify God, to live in worship. When 
this is the case, the cultivation of outer beauty and pleasantness 
falls into its appropriate, secondary, biblical place.

beauty Defined
External physical beauty is only skin deep; due to the effects 
of the curse it is temporary, fading with age and sickness. 
No one can win the battle to look like the woman on the 
magazine cover. But consider the woman of godly beauty: she 
delights in God, her husband marvels at her, her children rise 
up and call her blessed. She does not reject physical adorn-
ment, but follows the word of christ in first and above all 
pursuing true spiritual beauty, the beauty that shines through 
a person, making her beautiful at age 18, 40, or 85. her 
motto is “Let [your beauty] be the hidden man of the heart, 
in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”

Do you long, even groan at times, for a continual, per-
fected physical beauty, too? You can do so with confident 
hope in God, the resurrection, and new creation promise. 
For now, rest content in christ, knowing that while the 
outward tent perishes, even that is a precious body in God’s 
sight and will be fully redeemed. There is such a contrast 
between the woman consumed by the fading image of beauty 
and the holy woman; she is a person of true beauty, glorious 
and attractive in her whole being. She finds her Savior the 
One who is “altogether lovely” (Song of Songs 5:16), and is 
being made like him, radiant in beauty and glory. 

Dr. William VanDoodewaard is an ordained minister in the Associate reformed 
presbyterian church, serving as Associate professor of church history at puri-
tan reformed Theological Seminary, Grand rapids, Michigan. reprinted from 
Evangelical Times, August 2011.
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“The tiger ate her hand. It slowly proceeded 
to eat the rest of her arm.” That’s how Vikram 

chari described the horrifying spectacle that 
he and his six-year-old son witnessed at the San 

Francisco Zoo on December 22, 2006, where a 
Siberian tiger named Tatiana attacked her keeper.

For those who work with wild animals, the 
bloody assault was a reminder of what they know 

but don’t always remember—the creatures they’ve 
become so accustomed to can turn on them at 

any moment. As animal behaviorist Dave Salmoni  
puts it, “You can’t get the wild out of a cat because he’s 

in a cage.”1

Many of us think we can tame sin, but like a tiger, 
sin turns and masters us at the first opportunity. We may 

think we have evil under control, that we have tamed sin, 
rendering it harmless enough to share a peaceful, mutual 

coexistence. But sin will never be domesticated. It is a wolf, 
not a dog; a piranha, not a goldfish.

That’s why we can never be tolerant or open-minded 
about our sin. We are called to aggressively hate our sin—to 
despise it, reject it, deplore it, starve it, and make every effort 
to kill it. As the seventeenth-century pastor and theologian 
John Owen said, “Be killing sin or it will be killing you.”2

Killing sin includes putting to death both sinful actions 
(deeds) and the sinful motivations (passions and desires) 
which produce them. It involves the habitual rejection of 
sinful desires, motives, thoughts, and habits in our lives. 
If we are to kill sin, we must oppose it consistently. We 
must habitually fight its impulses and make every effort to 
weaken its power over us.

10 Ways to Kill  Sin
1. Yield yourself to God
Yield yourself to God. In romans 6:12–13, paul teaches us 
that one of the first steps in fighting against sin is surren-
dering to God. “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither 

yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness 
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God.”

he specifies in this passage that we are to hand over our 
bodies and our members—every individual part of the body, 
without exception. This is particularly challenging in our 
self-centered culture. As David Wells writes:

Much of the church today, especially that part of it 
which is evangelical, is in captivity to this idolatry of 
the self. This is a form of corruption far more profound 
than the lists of infractions that typically pop into our 
minds when we hear the word sin. We are trying to 
hold at bay the gnats of small sins while swallowing the 
camel of self.3

We will never make much progress in the war against sin 
until we have first dethroned self. The denial of self-rule for 
God’s rule is Square One of the fight against sin. As Jesus 
himself said, “Whosoever will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34). 
putting sin to death starts here.

2. Accept the battle
Accept that the battle never ends. Killing sin is a constant 
duty that will require lifelong battle. In romans 8:12–13, 
paul says, “We are debtors, not to the f lesh, to live after 
the f lesh. For if ye live after the f lesh, ye shall die: but if 
ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live.”

Owen captured the point well when he said, “You must 
always be at it while you live; do not take a day off from 
this work.”4 We must never let up the fight. Sin is always 
pounding away at us, “always acting, always conceiving, and 
always seducing and tempting.”5

This is not to say that genuine progress cannot be made 
in overcoming specific sins. Nevertheless, the christian is 
never off duty when it comes to killing sin. “I find then a 
law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me” 
(rom. 7:21). There is no cease-fire in this war.
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Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,  
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

               — Colossians 3:5



3. Take God’s side
Take God’s side against your sin. Every day we are faced 
with split-second choices. When provoked by mistreat-
ment, will I indulge my anger and retaliate with angry 
words of my own or will I respond in 
love? When confronted with a sexually 
provocative image, will I indulge in 
lustful thoughts or turn away and seek 
to fill my mind with the pure pleasures 
of God? When weighted with respon-
sibilities, will I run through every 
worrisome and self-reliant scenario  
or will I cast my anxious thoughts on 
the Lord?

The only way to mortify sin is to 
act with increasing consistency on the 
right inclinations instead of the wrong 
ones. This is the discipline of ongoing 
repentance. As John Stott writes:

The first great secret of holiness lies in the degree 
and decisiveness of our repentance. If besetting sins 
persistently plague us, it is either because we have 
never truly repented, or because, having repented, we 
have not maintained our repentance. It is as if, having 
nailed our old nature to the cross, we keep wistfully 
returning to the scene of its execution. We begin to 
fondle it, to caress it, to long for its release, even to 
try to take it down again from the cross. We need to 
learn to leave it there.6

4. Make no provision
Make no provision for the f lesh. Which f lame is harder 
to extinguish, that of a match or a forest fire? Fires start 
small, then get bigger. paul tells us, “put ye on the Lord 
Jesus christ, and make not provision for the f lesh, to fulfil 
the lusts thereof ” (rom. 13:14). This verse is about lighting 
fewer matches and being careful to snuff out the lit ones 
before the f lames increase. In practice this means not expos-
ing yourself to things—websites, magazines, or movies, for 
example—that are likely to bring strong temptation.

Making no provision for the f lesh also involves rejecting 
the first inclinations of sin. In rejecting the urge to snap 
back in sarcasm at a hurtful word, or indulge the lustful 
thought or glance, we extinguish the match in those first 
few seconds. If we don’t, we may soon have a raging fire 
on our hands.

Owen wisely warns, “Rise mightily against the first sign of 
sin. Do not allow it to gain the smallest ground.”7 This was 
Jesus’ point when he said:

And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 

not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it 
is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two 
feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it 

out: it is better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of God with one eye, 
than having two eyes to be cast into 

hell fire: Where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched 

(Mark 9:43–48).

These are frightening words that 
have been misconstrued by some as 
a demand for literal self-mutilation. 
But Jesus is teaching us to be radical 
in dealing with sin. We have to burn 
the bridges that lead us into sin. Ask 
yourself, “What am I allowing into 

my life that is clearly leading me into temptation or sin?” 
cut it off. Let it go.

5. Use your sword
Use your spiritual sword. As romans 8:13 says, we must put 
sin to death “by the Spirit.” But how does the Spirit help us 
put sin to death? consider Ephesians 6:17: “Take...the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Linking romans 
8 and Ephesians 6 together, we see that one way the Spirit 
helps us kill sin is with his sword, the Scriptures.

The psalmist agreed: “Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy 
word.... Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee” (ps. 119:9–11).

We need to follow the example of Jesus when he was 
tempted by Satan in the wilderness. Do you remember how 
Jesus responded to each temptation? “It is written” (Matt. 
4:1–11)! he quoted Scripture; he used the Spirit’s sword.

Many believers sadly fail to defeat temptation because 
they lack sufficient skill with their spiritual weapon, the 
Word of God. When we do not avail ourselves of Scripture, 
we will have few resources for fighting sin when it appears 
unannounced. how skilled are you with your sword?

6. Aim at the heart
Aim at the heart. Sin is a heart matter, not just a problem of 
behavior. Stomping on the fruit of sin—the sinful behavior 
itself—won’t kill the tree. As Jesus said, “A good man out of 
the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is 
good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of 
the heart his mouth speaketh” (Luke 6:45).

If we focus only on sinful behavior and not on the 
motives and desires that generate the behavior, we will 
become hypocrites and fail to grow in holiness.
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When confronted with a sexu-
ally provocative image, will I 
indulge in lustful thoughts 
or turn away and seek to Fill 
my mind With the pure plea-
sures of God? When weighted 
with responsibilities, will I run 
through every worrisome and 
self-reliant scenario or will I cast 
My anxious thoughts on the Lord?



7. Replace sin with grace
replace sin with grace. repentance involves not just turning 
from, but turning to. holiness demands both “putting off ” 
and “putting on.” We must not only put off sin, we must put 
on grace. The negative must be replaced with the positive.

An effective and practical way to apply this to the sins 
you are fighting is to determine to kill each specific sin 
by cultivating the particular virtue which best counters it. 
counter greed by cultivating contentment and generosity. 
Give more money away. Wage war on pride by practicing 
humility. Be quick to confess when 
you’re wrong. When tempted to lust, 
turn away your eyes and pray for them 
instead. crucify self-centeredness by 
serving those around you.

how will you replace your sinful 
thought patterns and behaviors with 
those that are virtuous and christlike?

8. Stay in community
Stay in community. Battles are best 
fought by armies, not individuals. One 
of our strategies in putting sin to death must be to stay close 
to other christians. “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called 
Today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitful-
ness of sin” (heb. 3:12–13). One means God uses to keep 
people from falling away from him is mutual, daily exhorta-
tion. perseverance in the faith is a community project.

Believers need one another. You need fellow christians. 
You can’t do this alone. So stay in community. Live out 
the “one another” commands in the context of your local 
church. Build strong friendships with believers who will 
encourage and pray for you. Learn to confess your faults to 
them (James 5:16). Let your brothers and sisters in christ 
help you kill your sin.

9. Look to the cross
Look to the cross. Without this, all other strategies will 
ultimately fail. Before paul speaks of putting to death the 
deeds of the body in romans 8:13, he reminds us that

There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit (rom. 8:1–4).

The righteous requirement of the law can be fulfilled in 
us only because we are in christ Jesus, absolved from guilt 
and condemnation, and freed from the law of sin and death, 
through the sin-defeating death of God’s Son.

Over and over again, when the Bible commands us to put 
sin to death, it does so in the context of christ’s victory over 
the very sins we battle. But the cross is also what progres-
sively frees the affections of our hearts from the enticements 
of sin. paul said, “But God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). com-

menting on this verse, Owen writes:
The baits and pleasures of sin are all 
things in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. 
By these sin entices and entangles our 
souls. If the heart is filled with the cross 
of christ, it casts death and undesir-
ability on them all, leaving no seem-
ing beauty, pleasure, or comeliness in 
them... . Labour, therefore, to fill your 
hearts with the cross of christ.8

10. Depend on the Spirit
Depend on the Spirit. Finally, as we look to the cross in our 
efforts to put sin to death, we must also remember that the 
power of the cross is only available to us through the Spirit 
of christ. remember paul’s words: “For if ye live after the 
f lesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (rom. 8:13); “this I say 
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of 
the f lesh” (Gal. 5:16).

While our constant effort is necessary and required, we 
clearly cannot defeat sin in our own strength. This is true 
because only the Spirit can truly convict the heart of the 
evil and danger of sin. Only the Spirit can reveal to us the 
fullness of christ and establish in our hearts the confident 
expectation of triumph through him.9

1. Adapted from patricia Yollin, “horrified zoogoer recalls tiger attack,” The 
San Francisco Chronicle, Monday, January 1, 2007.

2. John Owen, The Mortif ication of Sin: Abridged and made easy to read by Rich-
ard Rushing (Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth, 2004), 5.

3. David F. Wells, Losing Our Virtue: Why the Church Must Recover Its Moral 
Vision (Grand rapids: Eerdmans, 1998) 203–204.

4. Owen, Mortification, 5.
5. Ibid., 7.
6. John r. W. Stott, The Message of Galatians (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVar-

sity, 1984), 151–52.
7. Owen, Mortification, 85 (author’s emphasis).
8. John Owen, Indwelling Sin in Believers: Abridged and Made Easy to Read 

(Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth, 2010) 99–100.
9. See Owen, Mortification, 129.

Rev. Brian G. Hedges is pastor of Fulkerson park Baptist church, Niles, Michi-
gan, and the author of several books. This article is taken from chapter 7 of Christ 
Formed in You, © 2010 by Brian G. hedges. Used by permission of Shepherd 
press, www.Shepherdpress.com.
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We cannot defeat sin in our  
own strength. Only the  Spirit can 
truly convict the heart of the evil 
and danger of sin. Only the  Spirit 
can reveal to us the fullness  
of Christ and establish in our 
hearts the confident expecta-
tion of triumph through Him.
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May 1985: Apple’s mountain of unsold inventory was grow-
ing along with its debts. Sales were declining and losses 
were looming. Apple’s co-founder Steve Jobs was “relieved 
of operating responsibilities,” and a few months later he 
resigned from the chairman’s post to start a new computer 
company called NexT.

What came next for Jobs was the unexpected—twelve years 
in the corporate wilderness. Twelve years of painful, dispirit-
ing, humiliating, stressful failure. his vision was to build a 
high-powered personal mainframe computer for students. he 
was advised to keep the price under $2000, but ended up going 
to market with an underpowered computer carrying a $6500 
price tag. For students! The printer alone was another $2000.

When students didn’t bite, Jobs started selling to busi-
nesses and fared little better. he eventually got out of manu-
facturing and tried to make NexT’s software profitable. his 
main customer was Apple r&D, who eventually took over 
the company when Jobs returned to Apple in 1997.

And what a return it was! Apple’s business model was 
rotten and fermenting. Fruitful it was not. But Jobs’s return 
turned Apple around and the rest, as they say, is history (and 
billions of dollars).

What changed? All who know Jobs agree that the wil-
derness years transformed him:

“It’s hard to see how anything like that would have trans-
pired. The Steve Jobs who returned to Apple was a much 
more capable leader—precisely because he had been badly 
banged up. he had spent twelve tumultuous, painful years 
failing to find a way to make the new company profitable” 
(randall Stross, professor of Business at San Jose University).

“I am convinced that he would not have been as success-
ful after his return at Apple if he hadn’t gone through his 
wilderness experience at NexT” (Tim Bajarin, president of 
Creative Strategies).

“he’s the same Steve in his passion for excellence, but a 
new Steve in his understanding of how to empower a large 
company to realize his vision” (Kevin compton, previously 
senior executive at Businessland).

Among the lessons he learned were:
• How to delegate. At NexT he did everything, from 

designing the office furnishings to designing the finish 
on internal computer screws. he once kept Business-
land executives waiting twenty minutes as he directed 
a landscaping crew where to place sprinkler heads.

• How to listen to advice. Many had tried to advise and 
counsel Jobs, but he wouldn’t listen. Seven vice-
presidents left or were “let go” from NexT from 
1992–1993.

• How to retain, not just attract, top talent. Apple Inc. has 
a remarkably stable executive team.

• Stop modeling future technology on past technology. The 
ipod, the iphone, and the ipad all abandoned conven-
tional shapes.

The idea of a life-transforming wilderness experience is 
nothing new to the christian, of course. Moses, David, 
and even our Lord himself went to Wilderness University. 
Nobody wants to study there, but God sometimes sees fit 
to send us there.

I spent nine months in Wilderness University in the 
year 2000. And I learned more there than I ever learned in 
seminary. Our church had divided over moral and doctrinal 
matters. I was sure I had done what was right and had taken 
a stand for truth. Yet I ended up without a congregation and 
on the pastoral shelf for nine long months. I was so cast 
down, I even stopped preaching for a couple of months and 
withdrew from all church service.

Among the lessons I learned at WU:
• No one is indispensable. God may use us for a time and 

then leave us out of the picture for a while as he picks 
up other instruments to advance his kingdom.

• God does not owe us anything. At the end of the day we 
are unprofitable servants, having done only what was 
required of us.

• You can do the right things in the wrong way. pride, self-
confidence, and the desire for victory and vindication are 
obscene, whatever the rights and wrongs of a situation.

•	Self-pity is dangerous pity. Feeling sorry for oneself is 
utterly pointless, totally selfish, and spiritually cata-
strophic.

• God bruises and breaks to prepare for future usefulness and 
fruitfulness. Without the wilderness I was nowhere 
near ready to pastor the flock God gave me in Novem-
ber 2000.

No, my return from WU was not as financially profitable 
for me as it was for Steve Jobs. however, I do believe it 
produced a huge spiritual return that continues to pay divi-
dends to this day.

If God has you presently enrolled in one of WU’s courses, 
I hope you will be encouraged by the invaluable lessons you 
can learn there. I’ll probably be back for a refresher course 
some day as well!

Dr. David Murray is professor of Old Testament and practical Theology at 
puritan reformed Theological Seminary.
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In 1949, there were at most one million protestant believers 
in china. Fifty years later, in 1999, there were estimated to 
be around 90 million. This was mainly due to the phenom-
enal growth of illegal “underground” house churches that 
by then numbered 80 million. It was the result of one of the 
mightiest outpourings of the holy Spirit in the whole history 
of the church. The revival continues to this day.

The deaths of Zhou Enlai and Mao Zedong in 1976 
brought to an end the cultural revolution and Maoist 
thought. In multitudes, disillusionment had set in; harsh 
reality and bitter experience had overtaken and destroyed 
idealism. It was a time of opportunity for the gospel.

Officially, the church was dead and all religion strictly 
illegal. Yet there was a revival already in evidence in the 
“underground” house church movement. This spread rapidly 
and accelerated even more after the notorious massacre of 
students in Tiananmen Square in June 1989.

“Open-door” Policy
Deng xiaoping (1904–1997), who had been “purged” dur-
ing the cultural revolution, re-emerged as leader of the 
moderate pragmatists. By 1978, he was the de-facto leader 
of china, and remained so until his death.

From 1986, china’s “open-door” policy led to inward 
foreign investment with technical knowledge. This encour-
aged some development of a market economy and private 
sector. It was to be “socialism with chinese characteristics.”

In 1989, stock markets opened in Shanghai and Shen-
zhen. The economy continued to grow at an impressive rate. 
In 1997, hong Kong reverted to chinese control, as also did 
Macau in 1999.

The more liberal policies of Deng xiaoping undid Mao’s 
extremist policies, including those of outright persecution of 
believers. however, in January 1979, the religious Affairs 
Bureau resumed its work of government control of all religion.

The official Three Self patriotic Movement was recon-
stituted in March 1980, and the china christian coun-
cil (ccc) became a recognized religious body in October 
1980. The leadership of both the TSpM and the ccc was 
entrusted to the liberal theologian and communist Bishop 
Ding Guangxun.

The leadership of the ccc remained firmly in the 
hands of convinced communists who vigorously opposed 

the expansion of christianity in china. They opened as few 
TSpM churches as they could get away with. The ccc in 
due course took its seat as a member of the World council 
of churches.

The fundamental dilemma for both the state and TSpM 
was that, for ideological reasons, they could not tolerate what 
they could not control. The house churches, who remained 
unregistered on principle, were regarded as illegal and a sect 
that must be suppressed.

Itinerant Evangelists
In the latter years of the cultural revolution and early 
post-Mao years of 1974–1982, china saw the rise of itiner-
ant evangelists. The year 1981 was a turning point for the 
house-church Fangcheng fellowship. “This was when the 
church moved from being underground to open meetings 
in full view of the police.” The emerging house church net-
works had developed a pattern of evangelism. They would 
train young christians and send them out in pairs. These 
were told to evangelize everyone; they were not to pass 
anyone on the street or in their journey without sharing the 
gospel. Tracts were given out in public places.

The police were very surprised to see these bold, dedi-
cated young men and women. It was something new. Inevi-
tably these young evangelists were arrested, beaten, jailed, 
and tortured. This did not dampen their zeal.

Between 1978 and 1980, thousands of christians who 
had been arrested in the 1950s were released and allowed 
back into secular occupation. These were those who had 
opposed the TSpM or been caught up in the 1957–1958 
Anti-rightist campaign. It can hardly be over-emphasized 
what good the testimony and example of these thousands 
of released christian sufferers had on the emerging house 
church movement.

Many of these christians were older pastors and leaders, 
and had been well trained in theology before 1949. They 
were ready and willing to take teaching and leadership roles 
among the growing community of young believers and itin-
erant evangelists.

“A mass of believers”
In 1980, the chinese press grudgingly admitted that there 
was “a mass of believers” in china. They recognized an 
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unprecedented upsurge of christian belief in china, espe-
cially among the youth. Not a few communist party mem-
bers had been affected.

In Zhejiang province, the remarkable revival in Wen-
zhou continued unabated. In one mountainous region of 
ten thousand people, one in three were christians and were 
meeting in fifteen places. The services lasted four hours.

In some communes, the majority of the members were 
christian. In one commune production teams were named 
“Jesus team number 1,” “Jesus team number 2,” and so on. 
Leslie Lyall noted, “In some rural areas, over 90 percent 
of the population are christian—a totally unprecedented 
statistic in the history of the church in china.... One semi-
official estimate is that in Zhejiang alone there may be as 
many as five million christians.”

In Jiangsu province, it was the same story. Shanghai 
had one million believers. Four thousand house groups held 
special christmas services in 1982. This was in addition to 
those held in the open churches.

In Nanjing, Suzhou, and elsewhere there was rapid 
growth. An old pastor said, “The fire of the gospel has 
been lit and it is going to keep on burning like a prairie fire.”

In Guangdong province, in a small town near Guang-
zhou, a church of 100 members actually baptized 300—three 
times its own membership! In Shantou, where the church had 
suffered severely in 1966, the membership had nearly dou-
bled—most of the additions were young people. Two hundred 
students met regularly for Bible study at one university.

What about inland? It was discovered, almost by acci-
dent, that the revival was not confined to the coast. In 
henan province, made up of mostly farmers, it emerged 
that astounding numbers were turning to christ. Said one 
pastor, “It is God who is mightily at work today! We are 
doing nothing.”

Godliness
What was so impressive was the godliness and Bible knowl-
edge of the young christians, in spite of all the handicaps of 
lack of Bibles and good christian literature. Three thousand 
baptisms every day of the year had been taking place in henan 
province! Just think of robert Morrison and his colleagues 
with their ten converts over twenty-seven years at the time 
of the beginnings of the gospel in china.

Likewise, revival was reported in the six provinces bor-
dering on henan. These were Anhui, hubei, Shaanxi, 
Shanxi, hebei, and the northern coastal province of Shan-
dong. Growth in Jiangxi was said to be “Astounding” and 
in Shandong “tremendous.”

In the martyr province of Shanxi, so bruised by the Box-
ers in 1900, the number of recent conversions was “innumer-
able.” In contrast, Beijing had very few christians.

The vast majority of these converts remained outside 
the TSpM. But the house churches boomed. In 1983 and 
1984, major crackdowns on the house churches started in 
henan and Anhui provinces and spread nationwide. This 
was as a result of a nationwide “anti-spiritual pollution” 
campaign. These persecutions continued until mid-1984. 
Many house church christians were arrested, fined, and 
given long-term prison sentences; some were even executed 
by the authorities.

After the Tiananmen Square massacre, urban churches 
noticed a new development: thousands of students previ-
ously uninterested in religion were coming to church or 
openly wanting to discuss the christian faith. This added a 
new dimension to the revival.

Intelligentsia
The gospel was now reaching the new intelligentsia—the 
university students—a phenomenon last seen in the revival 
that occurred during and after World War II.

reaching the intelligentsia with the gospel can be seen 
as a step forward in the maturing of the revival church in 
china and progress in its reach into all levels of society. 
Behind the staggering increase in numbers enquiring and 
joining both the official and house churches was a hunger 
for Bibles and Bible teaching.

The protestant church in china today is almost com-
pletely evangelical. personal repentance toward God and 
trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior is the normal experience 
for professing believers. They also have “to count the cost” 
of discipleship.

Bob Davey is the author of The Power to Save: A History of the Gospel in China 
(Evangelical press). This article is reprinted from the August 2011 issue of 
Evangelical Times.
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Experiential Christianity

There are three things which I especially 
desire: 
more communion with God, 
more likeness to the Lord Jesus, and 
more usefulness to his church.

There are three things which I deprecate: 
the withering of my gifts, 
the decay of my graces, and 
to become useless in the Lord’s 
vineyard.

There are three things which I dread: 
that I should become a proud  
professor, 
that I should become a lukewarm 
christian, and 
that I should fall into the hands of 
man.

There are three things which I some-
times wish for (but which God will 
never grant me on earth): 
to be totally free from sin, 
to be delivered from a daily cross, 
and to be always happy.

There are three things which I feel sure of: 
hatred by the world, 
opposition by hypocrites, and 
love by spiritual believers.

There are three foes which always 
oppose me: 
the world, 
the f lesh, and 
the devil.

There are three friends which will 
always stand by me: 
a peaceful conscience, 
the bride of Jesus, and 
the Lamb of God.

There are three deaths which have been 
experienced by me: 
a death in sin, 
a death to sin, 
a death by the law of God.

There are three lives which shall be 
lived by me: 
a temporal life, 
a spiritual life, and 
an eternal life.

There are three things which burden me: 
a body of sin and death, 

the opposition I meet with, and 
my own ingratitude.

There are three things which support me: 
the Father’s love, 
the Son’s redemption, and 
the Spirit’s work.

There are three things which are a sore 
trial to me: 
an irritable temper, 
a f lippant tongue, and 
self-love.

There are three things which bring 
strong consolation to me: 
the open fountain of christ’s blood, 
the promises of God, and 
the Savior’s free invitation.

There are three things which are  
especially dear to me: 
the Word of God, 
the throne of grace, and 
the ordinances of the Lord’s house.

There are three things lacking in me: 
perfect penitence, 
entire resignation, and 
fervent love.

There are three books which are very 
useful to me: 
the book of nature, 
the book of holy Scriptures, and 
the book of my own experience.

There are three teachers which are 
employed to instruct me: 
the holy Spirit, 
a special providence, and 
the rod of God.

There are three things which are  
manifested in me: 
the nature of sin, 
the power of grace, and 
the faithfulness of God.

There are three things which would be 
greatly useful to me: 
more humility, 
spiritual wisdom, and 
enlightened zeal.

There are three things which  
characterize me: 
weakness, 

As I was walking out for exercise in the fields one morning, having been pleading with 
God to give me some profitable subject for meditation—I suddenly fell into this train 
of thought, which I afterwards wrote down.

James Smith
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poverty, and 
sinfulness.

Yet, there are three things which may 
be seen in me: 
christ’s strength, 
God’s grace, and 
the Spirit’s holiness.

There are three things which are feared 
by me: 
a stiff neck, 
a hard heart, and 
a presumptuous spirit.

There are three things which are matter 
of joy to me: 
the conversion of sinners, 
that my name is written in heaven, 
and 
the glory to be given me at the 
appearing of Jesus christ.

There are three things which must be 
renounced by me: 
preconceived opinions, 
worldly wisdom, and 
natural religion.

There are three things which must be 
held fast by me: 
the Word of truth, 
my confidence in God, and 
my profession of the gospel.

There are three things which are  
especially required of me: 
to do justly, 
to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with my God.

There are three things which are  
promised to me: 
tribulation in the world, 
sufficient strength in Jesus, and 
eternal life at the end of my course.

There are three things which the Lord 
observes and approves in me:

the work of faith, 
the labor of love, and 
the patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus christ.

There is a threefold deliverance which is 
effected for me: 
from the dominion of sin, 
from the present evil world, and 
from my deserved doom.

There are three things which I would 
trample under foot: 
unfounded prejudice, 
vain distinctions, and 
self-righteousness.

There are three things which I would 
aim at daily: 
to exalt christ, 
to glorify God, and 
to bring sinners to repentance.

There are three things which are still 
sure to me: 
a rough road, 
changing experiences, and 
safety at last.

There are three things which are behind 
me: 
a wicked life, 
a broken law, and 
the pit of destruction.

There are three things which are before 
me: 
death, 
perfect conformity to Jesus, and 
eternal glory.

There are three things which are on my 
right hand: 
Satan to resist me, 
the Lord Jesus to save me, and 
my own heart set on things above.

There are three things which are on my 
left hand: 
the lust of the f lesh, 
the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life.

There are three things which I greatly 
admire: 
the Savior’s person, 
the promises of God, and 
the instruments he employs in  
carrying on his work.

There are three things which much 
please me: 
the doctrines of the gospel, 
the witness of the Spirit, and 
the light of God’s countenance.

There are three things which I delight in: 
that Jehovah is my God, 
the comfort he imparts to me, and 
the riches of glory which are set 
before me.

There are three things which I hate: 
the cant of hypocrites, 
the f lattery of friends, and 
the pride of professors.

There are three things which are good 
for me: 
to draw near to God, 
to be aff licted, and 
to sing praises unto the Lord.

There are three things which often  
disgust me: 
Satan’s temptations, 
the powerful working of unbelief, 
and 
the conduct of religious professors.

There are three things which are  
prescribed to me: 
to believe in God, 
to love the saints, and 
to observe the Lord’s ordinances.

There are three things which are too 
often neglected by me: 
self-examination, 
diligent reading of the Bible, and 
secret prayer.

There are three things which are too deep 
for me to fully know: 
the depravity of my heart, 
the devices of Satan, and 
the manner of the Spirit’s working.

There are three things which I wish to 
leave with the Lord: 
to choose my lot in life, 
to fight my battles, and 
to supply all my needs.

There are three things which I do not 
consider worth having: 
a form of godliness, without the 
power, 
a name to live, while dead, and 
the commendation of the enemies 
of christ.

There are three things in which I glory: 
the cross of christ, 
my saving knowledge of God, and 
the everlasting gospel.

There are three things which have been 
taken from me: 
proud free will, 
vain boasting, and 
enmity to God.
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There are three things which abide  
with me: 
faith, 
hope, and 
charity.

I am made up of three men: 
corruption—the old man, 
grace—the new man, and 
the body—the outward man.

I fill a threefold office: 
a prophet in the church of christ, 
a priest before the altar, and 
a king anointed to reign with 
christ.

I wear a threefold garment: 
the righteousness of the Lord Jesus, 
the graces of the holy Spirit, and 
the garment of humility.

I have been condemned in three courts—
and yet justified in them all: 
the court of conscience, 
the church of God, and 
the court of God’s justice.

I have been justified three times: 
at the resurrection of christ my 
substitute, 
when faith received his righteous-
ness, and 
when good works justified my faith 
before the world.

I am the subject of a threefold  
sanctification: 
by the purpose of the Father, 
by the blood of the Son, and 
by the cleansing operations of the 
holy Spirit.

I am a free man of three cities: 
the present world, 
the church below, and 
the Jerusalem which is above.

I have been an eye-sore to three parties: 
the devil, 
the world, and 
envious professors.

I shall have occupied three peculiar seats: 
a dunghill by nature, 
among the princes in the church by 
grace, and 
the throne of glory by special  
privilege.

I shall have three grand holidays: 
one when the holy Spirit sets my 
soul at liberty, 
another when death sets me free 
from this mortal clay, and 
another when Jesus comes to be  
glorified in his saints.

I shall then have appeared in three  
different characters: 
a vile rebel against God, 
a supplicating sinner at mercy’s 
footstool, and 
a justified son of God before his 
throne.

I shall have had three fathers: 
a human father, 
the devil, and 
Jehovah himself.

I shall have received three laws: 
the law of nature, 
the moral law of God, and 
the law of the Spirit of life.

I shall have passed through three gates: 
the gate of hope, 
the gate into christ’s sheepfold, and 
the gate of death.

I shall have walked in three ways: 
the broad road of destruction, 
the highway of holiness, and 
Jesus christ the only way to the 
Father.

I shall have conversed with three distinct 
classes of beings: 
carnal men, 
spiritual christians, and 
the Lord himself.

I shall have made three appearances: 
once all black—like the devil, 
then speckled—with nature and 
grace, and 
then all pure—whiter than the 
driven snow!

I shall have undergone three momentous 
changes: 
one at regeneration—when I passed 
from death unto life, 
one at death—when my soul shall 
be admitted into heaven, and 
one at the resurrection—when my 
body shall be raised powerful,  
glorious, and immortal.

I view three things as pre-eminently 
excellent: 
the fear of the Lord, 
a sound judgment, and 
christ formed in the heart, as the 
hope of glory.

There are three things which I may covet: 
the best gifts, 
a contrite and humble spirit, and 
to be filled with all the fullness of 
God.

There are three things which are 
removed from me: 
the burden of sin, 
the wrath of God, and 
all condemnation.

There are three things which I do not 
know: 
what is before me, 
how God will provide for me, and 
what I shall be.

There are three things which I do know: 
that in my f lesh dwells no good, 
that though I was once blind, now I 
see, and 
that I must needs die.

There are three things which are  
prepared for me: 
a fountain to cleanse me, 
a robe to adorn me, and 
a mansion to receive me.

There are three things which await me: 
a crown of righteousness, 
a palm of victory, and 
a throne of glory.

There are three things which shall be 
done for me: 
God shall wipe away all tears from 
my eyes, 
God shall remove all cause of pain 
and sorrow from my nature, and 
the Lamb in the midst of the throne 
shall eternally satisfy me.

There are three things which shall 
never be known by me: 
the frown of divine justice, 
the curse of holy Jehovah, and 
the power of God’s anger.

There are three things which are hurtful 
to me: 
carnal ease, 
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the f lattery of professors, and 
fullness of bread.

There are three things which benefit me: 
temptation, 
aff liction, and 
opposition.

There are three things which are pursued 
by me: 
to know more of the Lord, 
to live in peace with all men, and 
thorough sanctification.

Satan tries to thwart me in three things: 
by spoiling my comforts, 
hindering my usefulness, and 
seeking to devour my soul.

Satan has three things to expect: 
to be disappointed of his prey, 
to be judged by the saints, and 
to be eternally punished for his 
wickedness.

There are three things which I would 
never trust: 
my own heart, 
an arm of f lesh, and 
my treacherous memory.

There are three subjects which I should 
never meddle with: 
the fall of the angels, 
the origin of moral evil, and 
how God will justify himself.

There are three things which I cannot 
understand: 
the nature of God, 
the cause of my election, and 
how divinity and humanity constitute 
one person.

There are three things which I should 
often think of: 
what I have been, 
what I now am, and 
what I shall be.

A threefold freedom is granted me: 
from the law of God, 
from the reign of sin, and 
to make use of, and enjoy the Lord 
Jesus.

I am an heir of three worlds: 
the natural, 
the spiritual, and 
the eternal.

There are three things which will never 
grieve me: 
that I have been poor in this world, 
that I have preached the gospel fully, 
and 
that I am related to Jesus christ.

There are three things which comprise 
all I wish: 
to know God, and glorify him, 
to see Jesus, and be like him; and 
to be united to the saints, and be 
eternally happy.

There are three things which shall 
never be heard by me: 
christ reproaching me, 
God disowning me, and 
the devils triumphing in my  
everlasting destruction.

There are three things which shall be 
eternally enjoyed by me: 
the love of God, 
the presence of Jesus, and 
the company of the saints.

There are three things which will  
eternally delight me: 
to be filled with holiness, 
to be employed in praising Jehovah, 
and 
to have gained a complete victory 
over all my foes.

There are three things which must come 
down: 
the pride of men, 
the devil ’s kingdom, and 
the cause of error.

There are three things which will stand: 
the house built on the rock, 
the purpose of God, and 
the Messiah’s kingdom.

There are three things which cannot be 
removed: 
the church of God, 
the covenant of grace, and 
the kingdom we receive.

There are three things which will stand 
the fiery trial: 
genuine faith, 
the Word of God, and 
a real christian.

Lost sinners are like Satan in three things: 
their nature, 
their employment, and 
their end.

Three things make hell: 
the wrath of God, 
the stings of a guilty conscience, and 
black despair.

Three things prove a man a Christian: 
worshiping God in the spirit, 
rejoicing in christ Jesus, and 
having no confidence in the f lesh.

Three things are never satisfied: 
a doubting christian, 
a worldly miser, and 
the man of pleasure.

christ fills three offices: 
a prophet—for the ignorant, 
a priest—for the guilty, and 
a king—for the depraved.

christ has been in three states: 
ancient glory, 
deep humiliation, and 
merited dignity.

What more shall I say!
If you, reader, are a sincere Christian—

do three things daily: 
search God’s Word, 
be much at God’s throne, and 
be diligent in God’s work.

If you are an unconverted sinner— 
do three things immediately: 
believe in the Lord Jesus christ, 
repent of every sin you have  
committed, 
seek the witness and pledge of the 
holy Spirit in your heart, so iniquity 
shall not be your ruin.

Rev. James Smith was a mid-nineteenth century pas-
tor of New park Street, Southwark, London, who was 
best known for his Daily Remembrancer. he wrote this 
article in 1855.
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Book TalkNew RHB Books other New Books
Gospel Clarity
William B. Barcley  
with Ligon Duncan
In a time when justifica-
tion is being debated and 
redefined, Gospel Clarity 
reorients the question of 
the gospel: how can a sin-

ner be right with God? This challenge to 
the New perspective on paul fastens read-
ers’ understanding of paul and the gospel on 
biblical and traditionally protestant moor-
ings—the centrality of justification by faith 
in christ alone.

(Ep Books, pB, 190 pgs) $15.00 | $11.25

Always Reformed
R. Scott Clark and  
Joel E. Kim, eds.
honoring the work of W. 
robert Godfrey, president 
of Westminster Semi-
nary california, this book 
includes articles by r. c. 

Sproul, richard Muller, Sinclair Fergu-
son, Michael horton, cornelis Venema, 
hywel Jones, r. Scott clark, and others. It 
treats subjects such as John calvin on the 
holy Spirit, the life of J. Gresham Machen, 
reformed theology and exegesis, christian 
culture, and much more. Joel r. Beeke 
says, “If you are interested in growing on 
issues that relate to the cutting edge of the 
reformed faith today, read this book.”

(Westminster Seminary california,  
hB, 284 pgs) $30.00 | $20.00

The Undistracted Widow
Carol W. Cornish
This book helps readers 
discover how God works 
through the deep distress 
of losing a spouse. Writing 
from a biblical perspective 
and personal experience, 

carol cornish guides widows to find true 
and lasting comfort in christ and encour-
ages them to use widowhood for God’s 
glory. Sections include helping widows find 
renewed identity and purpose, managing 
grief and emotions, overcoming loneliness, 
and facing fears. 

(crossway, pB, 208 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00
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Athanasius — Simonetta Carr
A complex and fascinating character, Athanasius, bishop of Alex-
andria, is best remembered as the Father of Orthodoxy, upholding 
the doctrine of the Trinity against the Arian heresy. In this newest 
addition to the christian Biographies for Young readers series, 
author Simonetta carr introduces children to the life and times of 
this important church father who tirelessly defended the Nicene 
creed, which many of us today recite as a confession of our faith. 
Born during the Great persecution, forced five times to leave his 
church and city, and constantly threatened by those who tried to 

ruin his reputation, Athanasius provides an example of godly faithfulness. Beautiful illustrations 
and a winsome, simply written narrative will bring the Nicene creed to life for children of all ages, 
prompting relevant discussions on the divinity of christ and the importance of creeds and confessions.

Simonetta Carr’s latest book is a wonderfully accessible addition to her growing collection of books on church 
history for children. Her straightforward narrative is simple but never simplistic and will charm and inspire 
young readers to live for Christ, contra mundum, against the world. Every family should read these books.

— Douglas Bond, author of The Betrayal and the crown and covenant series
(64 pages, hB) $18.00 | $14.00

The Spiritual Brotherhood: Cambridge Puritans and the  
Nature of Christian Piety — Paul Schaefer Jr.
During the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, a “spiritual broth-
erhood” formed among the puritans, shaped by the reforming activity and 
training of cambridge. These pastor-theologians initiated a new emphasis 
within the established church, stirring up a greater understanding of the 
reformation doctrines of grace and preaching for conversion and christian 
growth and piety. In this study, paul Schaefer looks at six thinkers in this 
group who stand out because each was used as the human vehicle to bring 
the gospel to the next: William perkins, paul Baynes, richard Sibbes, John 
cotton, John preston, and Thomas Shepard. By examining their teaching 
on the relation between man’s depraved nature and sovereign grace, as well 

as the distinct but inseparable relation of justification and sanctification, Schaefer demonstrates 
how the puritan movement came to focus most intently on the cultivation of reformed piety 
within the church.

The long-awaited publication of Paul Schaefer’s doctoral dissertation should be a source of some delight 
to those working in the field of late sixteenth and seventeenth century Puritanism, casting light as it does 
upon the nature of the development of Puritan spirituality. It is thoroughly researched and well-argued, 
and all students of the period will benefit from reading it and reflecting upon its conclusions.

— carl r. Trueman, professor of historical theology and church history, 
Westminster Theological Seminary (396 pages, pB) $25.00 | 19.00

“Venture All for God”: Piety in the Writings of John Bunyan
Roger Duke and Phil Newton
Many christians are familiar with The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan’s (1628–
1688) famous book written from a prison cell, which portrays the christian 
life as one traveling from the city of Destruction to the celestial city. During 
Bunyan’s life, however, he produced nearly sixty books and tracts. roger Duke 
and phil Newton, with Drew harris, trace the significant events that shaped 
Bunyan’s life and thought in a biographical introduction and, in thirty-one 
excerpts from a variety of this great man of faith’s writings, give us a glimpse 
of his piety, which flowed from his desire to “venture all for God.”

These excerpts from Bunyan capture both the heart and the thought of this great seventeenth-century preacher 
and spiritual guide. This is condensed Bunyan, like lemonade concentrate eaten from the can. Divine sover-
eignty, divine mercy, effectual grace, human culpability and need—all of these move together seamlessly and 
in the full context of biblical truth with such charm and artlessness that the reader discovers in each reading 
the true power of Bunyan. Phil Newton and Roger Duke deserve our thanks for their selections and their 
contextualizing material in this volume.

— Tom J. Nettles, professor of historical theology, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
(208 pages, pB) $10.00 | $7.50

These titles are recently published  
or reprinted. The first price is retail,  
and the second is our discounted price.  
PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.



Book Talk
Longing for God in an Age of Discouragement
Bryan R. Gregory
Many in our churches desire renewal yet are discour-
aged by the church’s lack of impact on the world and 
our culture. This volume in the Gospel According to 
the Old Testament series walks the reader through the 
book of Zechariah, showing that this prophet addressed 
a people discouraged and longing for God. This capti-

vating vision of God and his work in the world is meant to lead readers 
into a deeper longing for God and the coming of his kingdom. 

(p&r, pB, 264 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

Building a God-Centered Family
Matthew Henry (Scott Brown, ed.)
In 1704 Matthew henry preached a sermon to 
encourage fathers to develop spiritual life in their 
homes. Originally titled “A church in the house,” 
this newly reprinted version of henry’s sermon shows 
that in terms of vital spiritual life—Scripture read-
ing, singing, praying, and catechizing—“every house 

should be a little church.”
(Merchant Adventurers, pB, 93 pgs) $12.00 | $10.00

Pillars of Grace — Steven J. Lawson
reading Steven Lawson’s Pillars of Grace is like taking 
a helicopter tour of a mountain range—a breathtak-
ing survey of a series of majestic peaks all pointing 
upward to heaven. Each chapter offers an informa-
tive, fascinating, and accessible look at a significant 
teacher of God’s glorious grace, from clement to cal-
vin. read this book and discover that to be christian 

and reformed is to be rooted in the church through the ages.
(reformation Trust, hB, 543 pgs) $28.00 | $18.00

Singing the Songs of Jesus — Michael Lefebvre
“This book is addressed to those who are curious 
about singing the psalms. This is not a book about 
how to study the psalms; it is a book about how to use 
them in personal praise and in corporate worship,” 
the author writes. Seeking to establish the vital place 
of psalms in praise, Singing the Songs of Jesus explains 
how psalms promote powerful, christ-centered wor-

ship. It also addresses challenging issues, such as the use of psalms 
that express personal doubts or curses.

(christian Focus, pB, 160 pgs) $12.00 | $9.00

Raising Maidens of Virtue — Stacy McDonald
Mothers seeking to raise daughters who cherish 
purity and femininity can find guidance through the 
stories, conversational teachings, illustrations, and 
memory-making projects in this study. Topics cov-
ered include guarding the tongue, idleness, sibling 
relationships, honoring parents, contentment, mod-
esty, purity, cleanliness, and feminine biblical beauty. 

Illustrated with watercolor vignettes.
(Vision Forum, hB, 223 pgs) $20.00 | $16.00

Christianity and Law: An Introduction
John Witte, Jr. and Frank S. Alexander, editors
This introduction explores the main legal teachings of Western chris-
tianity, set out in the texts and traditions of Scripture and theology, 
philosophy, and jurisprudence. It takes up the weightier matters of 

the law that christianity has profoundly shaped—justice and mercy, 
rule and equity, discipline and love—as well as more technical topics. 
This compilation by some of the leading authorities on the history of 
law serves as a great introduction to this topic.

(cambridge, pB, 360 pgs) $30.00 | $25.50

Matrimonial Honor — Daniel Rogers
This rare puritan work extols the honorable character 
of marriage. The author divides his treatise along two 
lines: how to enter into marriage, and how to continue 
in marriage in the Lord. First, he gives guidance on a 
suitable mate, parental consent, and the marriage con-
tract. After outlining the joint duties of husbands and 
wives, he then defines the husband’s duties to the wife 

and the reflective duties of the wife to her husband.
(Edification, hB, 372 pgs) $33.00 | $29.50

God’s Care for the Widow — Austin Walker
Written to comfort widows in various troubles, this 
volume looks at the accounts of women such as 
Naomi, ruth, the widows of Zarephath and Nain, the 
Jerusalem widows, and Mary, the mother of the Lord 
Jesus, and then offers wise counsel, warm encourage-
ment, and practical advice.

(Day One, pB, 128 pgs) $9.00 | $6.75
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I suspect that most of you were baptized as infants. You 
won’t remember that day, but you have probably witnessed 
other babies being baptized. What does baptism mean? 
Why were you baptized?

Long ago, during the reformation, baptism was a topic 
of debate. The roman catholic church, the main church 
at the time, taught that when a baby was baptized, salvation 
was instantly granted to that child. The reformers discov-
ered that this did not agree with Scripture. The Bible never 
teaches that salvation is automatically granted—not in cir-
cumcision (Old Testament) or in baptism (New Testament). 

So then, what does baptism mean? Let me try to explain 
it very simply. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, baptism 
replaced circumcision. Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament laws and ceremonies. In the Old Testament, 
God said to Abraham, “And I will establish my covenant 
between me and thy seed after thee in their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy 
seed after thee.... This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, 
between me and you and thy seed after thee; every man 
child among you shall be circumcised” (Genesis 17:7, 10). 
Since then, baby boys were circumcised. 

Just as children were included in the covenant in the 
Old Testament, so they are included in the New Testament 
covenant. peter took to heart the lesson Jesus taught him 
when he rebuked his disciples for trying to send away little 
children and their mothers. “But when Jesus saw it, he was 
greatly displeased and said to them, Let the little children 
come to me, and forbid them not: for of such is the king-
dom of God” (Mark 10:14). After Jesus’ resurrection, he 
commanded the disciples to minister not only to the Jews, 
but to all people: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19). On pentecost, 
peter stated in a sermon, “For the promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39). he proclaimed 
that children are included in the promises of God.

Baptism is one of two sacraments, the other being the 
Lord’s Supper. It is a sacrament because it is a sign and a 
seal of the covenant of grace, ordained by God himself, and 
made possible through the sacrifice of Jesus christ. Baptism 
is something you can see; God gives you a picture, a sign, of 
something that he teaches in Scripture: the washing away of 
sin. It is more than just a picture, however: it is also a seal, 
which means that it is made absolutely certain by God’s solemn 
promise. God not only illustrates the gospel of forgiveness of 
sin through Jesus christ, but he makes a covenant—a solemn 
promise that cannot be broken—that he will do this in the 
life of baptized children. “Know therefore that the LORD thy 
God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant 
and mercy with them that love him and keep his command-
ments to a thousand generations” (Deuteronomy 7:9).

Baptism is a covenant, which is a relationship. When you 
are baptized, you enter into a relationship with God. That is 
why the minister states your name along with the names of 
each person in the Trinity. No matter what you do in your 
life, this will remain: God made a covenant with you. You are 
holy, which means you are set apart for God. You are not 
part of the world; you belong to him. This is clear already 
in the Old Testament. God was angry with the Israelites 
for sacrificing their children to idols. he declares that these 
children belong to him: “Thou hast slain my children...” 
(Ezekiel 16:21, emphasis mine). In the New Testament, we 
see that God claims the children of believers as his own: “For 
the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your 
children unclean; but now are they holy” (2 corinthians 7:14). 

You may wonder then, why not every baptized child is 
saved. Is the roman catholic church correct in teaching 
that God automatically grants salvation through baptism? 
Even one of the prayers in the Dutch reformed Form for 
the Administration of Baptism reads, “Almighty God and 
merciful Father, we thank and praise Thee, that Thou hast 
forgiven us and our children all our sins, through the blood 
of Thy beloved Son Jesus christ, and received us through 

For  Our  Children
Diana   Kleyn
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Why    was    I
Baptized?
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Thy holy Spirit as members of Thine only begotten Son, and 
adopted us to be Thy children, and sealed and confirmed the 
same unto us by holy baptism.”1 If God promises grace and 
if he always keeps his promises, then isn’t every baptized 
child saved? Sadly, dear children, there is a big problem, and 
the problem is not with God. The problem lies with us. In 
this covenant, there are two parts: God’s part and our part. 
God is perfect and holy, and he never lies. We, however, are 
sinful and rebel against this holy God. We are the ones who 
break this covenant. Our part of the covenant requires us to 
live in obedience to God, but instead, we live in disobedience. 
Our sin has built a wall between us and God, and thus we 
have broken the covenant. “But your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2).

Because of our sin, God has every right to immediately 
condemn us and send us to hell. But, for reasons even the 
angels do not understand, God chose to restore this broken 
covenant. remember, not only are we unworthy of God’s 
mercy, but we are unwilling to ask for it. God is always the 
first to act in the salvation of sinners. he sent his only Son to 
pay the awful price of sin in order to redeem sinners. That is 
why baptism is such a beautiful sign of God’s work of salva-
tion. When you were tiny and helpless, completely unaware 
of what was happening when the minister sprinkled water on 
your forehead in the name of the triune God, God made a 
covenant with you. God knew that you are incapable of keep-
ing your part of the covenant, and yet he wanted to make this 
covenant with you. he knew that you have a totally corrupt and 
depraved heart that rebels against him continually, and still he 
solemnly promised that he is willing to save you. In the same 
chapter that God laments the sacrifice of his little children in 
the fires of idols, God says, “Nevertheless I will remember my 
covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will estab-
lish unto thee an everlasting covenant” (Ezekiel 16:60). how 
utterly astonishing is the mercy of God! We can only bow in 
humble adoration and exclaim, “Who is a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 
remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, 
because he delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18).

Dear children, this gives you a pleading ground. What 
does that mean? It means that when you pray, asking God 

for undeserved mercy, you may plead with him on the 
ground (or fact) that you are baptized. Not only has God 
given you his Word and all the promises and encourage-
ments it contains, but he has entered into a covenant with 
you in baptism, telling you, specifically you, that he is will-
ing to save you. What an incredible gift this is, children! 
This is a beautiful demonstration that God is gracious and 
merciful, “not willing that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance” (2 peter 3:9b).

Ask the holy Spirit to teach you to pray and to draw you 
to the Lord Jesus christ so that he would bless you with sal-
vation. In that well-known passage of Scripture when Jesus 
told his disciples to ask, seek, and knock, he compared 
God to an earthly father who gladly gives his children the 
things they need. he concluded that if earthly fathers, who 
are sinful, know how to give good gifts to their children, 
“how much more shall your heavenly Father give the holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13). he is more 
willing to give us salvation than we are to ask it from him.

There is a great responsibility that comes with the sacra-
ment of baptism. True, when you are baptized, you are given 
a great encouragement to seek the Lord, but if you do not 
seek him, then the punishment will be even greater when 
you appear before God. You will be judged with harsher 
punishment than those who were not baptized. “For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required” 
(Luke 12:48b). You are greatly privileged: you hear the pure 
truth of Scripture, you are encouraged to seek the Lord, 
and you are warned to f lee from the wrath to come. If you 
harden your heart, your punishment will be severe. Dear 
children, turn today to the Lord Jesus christ. plead with 
him to save you. confess your sins; tell him about your 
wicked heart. Beg him to send his holy Spirit to work 
saving grace in your heart. Seek his grace to believe in 
christ alone for salvation. You are baptized: the triune God 
made a covenant with you. he is the living God who can-
not lie. “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:24). 

1. The Psalter (Grand rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 127–128.

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

The    Stolen    BibleStory  For  Children
This striking story of a “stolen Bible” clearly illustrates the truth, 
“My Word shall not return unto me void.”

A particular Bible was a gift to Mary by her mother when 
she died, and therefore Mary specially prized it and loved 
it more than all others. She had used it for many years and 
had marked and underlined many chapters and verses—

her favorite passages which had meant much to her soul. 
From that Bible she had taught her pupils in the Sunday 
school, and many of them had been blessed when she taught 
them from its pages. To her, it seemed that special blessing 
attended that particular Bible. But now it was lost. Mary 
offered a reward three times more than its value, but nobody 
claimed it. Although many of her pupils were real rowdies 
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gathered from the street, she would by no means admit the 
thought that any of them would steal it. however, there was 
no doubt that the Bible was lost, and she turned to God in 
silent prayer, asking him to bless her dearly beloved book 
to anyone into whose hands it might come.

A number of years passed. War broke out in Mary’s coun-
try, and she went to work in a hospital among the sick and 
wounded soldiers. After a great battle, a large number of 
wounded and dying soldiers were brought to the hospital. As 
Mary was passing through the corridor, crowded with the poor 
fellows, one lying there called to her. She did not know him, 
but he seemed to know her. he called her by name and said, “I 
am the bad boy who stole your Bible.” And he went on to tell 
her how, when in her class, he had taken the Bible for a joke. 
Later, when she told them how she prized the Book as a gift 
from her mother, he could hardly restrain himself from con-
fessing; how he had wished that he had not been guilty of the 

theft! But his pride would not allow 
him to acknowledge his fault. 

Then when she offered the 
reward, he was certain she 
would think he did so for 
the sake of the reward.

Mary listened in 
silence as he told his story. 

It was soon after this that he 
had left the neighborhood, fell 

into evil ways, and lived a sinful life. 
But still he had kept the Bible, hoping that it might be possible 
to restore it to her. Meanwhile, he entered the army and for 
three years had been in troubles, fought severe battles, endured 
wearisome marches, and gained the reputation of being a bold 
soldier. he was entrusted with many important commissions, 
which he executed with honor. he was taken prisoner but later 
escaped, suffered hunger and pain, and had many adventurous 
experiences; but through it all had preserved the “stolen Bible.”

When he thought about it, it seemed to him great mean-
ness on his part that he should allow himself to be considered 
an honorable soldier, while he knew that he was a thief and 
had in his possession this stolen Bible. he tried to locate 
Mary, but failed. Then he began at times to open the Bible 
and examine it. Always when he opened it, the law seemed 
to meet him as an arrow in his heart. The words, “Thou shalt 
not steal,” pierced him. Sometimes it would open at the Lord’s 
prayer, or at the passage, “Blessed are the pure in heart,” or 
“Ask and it shall be given you,” or “Whatever ye would that 
men should do to you, do even to them,” and similar passages. 
he said, “It seemed that every time I took it in my hand, it 
appeared to me like a sermon, and wounded my heart.”

Once he desired to burn it, but he ref lected that this 
would not repair the evil he had done. he came to the con-
clusion that he would never have peace of conscience as long 
as he did not confess his sin and restore the book. Because 
he could not find Mary, he decided that he would confess 

to his commanding officer. he told him how tormented he 
was at being thought a brave soldier and a pure man, while 
all the time he had this “stolen Bible” in his possession 
which had been taken from his former teacher. The officer 
was a rough and ready man, addicted to swearing and little 
inclined towards the fear of God. he burst into laughter, 
saying that it certainly was a bad joke to steal a Bible, but 
after all it was no better than other books. “But,” says our 
friend, “it seemed to me that he did not speak truly, and I 
began to read it zealously. I began to pray to God, confess-
ing my sins, and praying to him for forgiveness. The Lord 
heard me. Then I began to pray for the officer.”

Faintly he told Mary how only yesterday, when he had 
been wounded, his commanding officer had brought him to 
the hospital, and said that he would do anything the man 
asked. “Then,” said the soldier, “I asked him to take the Bible 
from my pocket. As you can see, I have lost both my arms. he 
promised me that he would keep it, and if ever he met you, he 
would return it to you and tell you my story.” Since bringing 
him to the hospital, the officer had returned to the battle-
front. “But,” said the dying soldier, “the Lord can lead him 
as he led me. he can find in his Word the same passages 
which brought me to the Lord. May the Lord preserve him!”

With these words the soldier died. Mary took up the 
prayer and entreated the Lord to bless the lost Bible to every 
one into whose hands it might fall.

As the years passed by, Mary returned to work and prayed 
for the street boys in her own town. As she told the story of 
this Bible, she was astonished to see many of them moved 
by her story. Was not that really an answer to her prayer?

One Sunday, a well-known minister in the town where 
she lived spoke to the boys of her Sunday school class. he 
recounted the story of his conversion to God, telling that it 
happened through a soldier and his Bible. he spoke of draw-
ing from his pocket the bullet-pierced and blood-stained book 
and said, “Boys, that soldier, his prayer, and his Bible brought 
me to God who blessed it all, and from being a notorious and 
rough sinner, I became a humble believer and began to work 
for the Lord and in his kingdom. Whenever I have told of 
these things, there has been a blessing of God. how wonder-
ful is the Lord in his dealing! how wise is our Lord!”

he said, “I have never met the one to whom that Bible 
belonged, although her name ‘Mary’ is written on the first 
page.” The boys, who had often listened to Mary’s story of 
the “stolen Bible,” could hardly restrain themselves while the 
minister was speaking, and now, pointing to their teacher, 
cried, “There she is! That was her Bible! She has often told 
us about it!”

Well might Mary, when her precious Bible was returned 
to her in this way, thank the Lord for all that it had already 
done in the way of God’s holy providence, and pray God that 
the blessed work of her Bible would never cease. So pray for 
blessing on every copy of the Bible. “The Word of the Lord 
endureth for ever.” “My Word shall not return unto me void.”



Please send your puzzle answers to:
Banner Puzzles and Questions;  
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

First, fill in the blanks in #1-17 by looking up the texts in your KJV Bible. Under-
neath the blanks are letter/number combinations. put the letters you have printed 
on the spaces into the boxes in the grid. When you are finished, they will spell out 
another text. (You will notice that some of the letter/number combinations under 
the blanks in #1-17 are used twice.) The first two letters have been done for you.Puzzle
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A B
B
C
D
E
F
G
h E
I
J

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1. “And I will establish my covenant                                            me and  
thee” (Genesis 17:7).                      A1   h5   D4   B5   E8    J3    F5

2. “And when she was baptized, and her                                                      ”  
(Acts 16:15).                                     G4   I7   G6   B8  c8    I5   F1   B4   h1

3. “he is God, the                                                  God, which keepeth  
                              c1   G2   h9  D3   E3   A9   B1   J2  
 covenant and mercy” (Deuteronomy 7:9).

4. “Thou, O                         , art our father, our redeemer” (Isaiah 63:16).
                         J2    c6  h6   F8

5. “And he took them up in his                         , put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them” (Mark 10:16).   B6   D9   F3   I3

6. “he will ever be mindful of his                                                ” (psalm 111:5).
                                                            E5   B9   c7   F7   h4  D1  A7   F9

7. “Faithful is he that calleth you,                    also will do it”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:24).             D7   E7   G1

8. “he cannot                          himself” (2 Timothy 2:13).
                       E1   D6   G9   A3

9. “By the                                            of regeneration, and renewing of the  
            E2   G8   J4    E6   c3   I8   h2  
holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).

10. “Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy   
                             ” (Ezekiel 16:60). 
 B7   G5   B1   h8   c2

11. “For the promise is unto you, and to your                                                ”  
 (Acts 2:39).                                               J1   D5   I9   B2   F6    I6   A2   c9

12. “And thou becamest                        ” (Ezekiel 16:8).
                                       F2   E4   I2   A4

13. “I was                          upon thee from the womb” (psalm 22:10).
                 E9   F4   c4  G3

14. “Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the                   , and  
 of the holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19).                           c4   D8   D2

15. “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to                          unto me”  
 (Matthew 19:14).                                             c5    I1   A5   h3

16. “Do as thou hast                        ” (1 chronicles 17:23).
                                 G7   B3   A6   A8

17. “For who in the heaven                    be compared unto the LORD?”  
 (psalm 89:6).                  I4   h7   c9

18. “                                                                                                    

                                                                               ;                    

                                                                                                                        

                                                                    

                                                                  ”  

  (1                                                              16:15a).

B E

B

E

Answers to last month’s puzzle

1. vain
2. now
3. will
4. Lord
5. draw
6. wait
7. treasures
8. shall
9. long

10. good
11. do
12. open
13. near
14. rather
15. righteous-

ness
16. seek
17. kingdom

18. my
19. young
20. given
21. not
22. time
23. early
24. youth
25. heart
26. they

27. you
28. unto
29. one
30. every
31. your
32. rejoice
33. ends
34. Spirit
35. them

Thanks again to all who  
answered last month’s puzzle!

robert Boatwright
Leah Boerkoel
phillip Boerkoel
Silvia Boerkoel
Katelyn Boesterd
Don r. cox
Danny Davis
Jonathan Dehaan
Julia Dehaan
Jerusha deJonge
calvin denhertog
Janae denhertog
Matthew denhertog
harry Maddox
Jacob Mol

Joseph Mol
Savannah Mol
Thomas Mol
Joe Mosqueda
Jenna Nieuwenhuis
Kyle Nieuwenhuis
John rea Session
henry Turnbull (2)
Joseph Turnbull (2)
Leah VanBeek
Luke VanWoudenberg
Danique Veldhuizen
Alex Velting
curtis Verboom
Tyler Verboom



Ministerial Call
rev. Don Overbeek received a call from the hull, Iowa hrc to serve 
the congregation of plymouth, Wisconsin.

Obituary
BLEEKER, Clarence, aged 82, passed away Wednesday, August 3, 2011, in Grand 
rapids, Michigan. he was preceded in death by a granddaughter, Lauren Van der 
Waal, six brothers, and two sisters. Surviving are his wife of 58 years, F. Alyda Bleeker; 
children—Gary and Gerry Bleeker, Linda and clayton DeVries, David and Mary 
Beth Bleeker, James and Lisa Bleeker, Mark and Laura Bleeker, Laurie and hank Van 
der Waal, Steven Bleeker; Sister-in-law—Berdena Grady; several nieces and nephews; 
27 grandchildren, five great-grandchildren. (rev. c. Vogelaar, psalm 102: 17, 19, 20).

teaChers needed
PrOvidenCe Christian sChOOl
providence christian School invites applications for the position of principal 
and Elementary/Jr./Sr. high Teacher for the 2011/2012 school year.

providence christian School is situated in a beautiful, southern Alberta 
rural community, minutes from Lethbridge. pcS has grades K–12 with about 
120 students attending and 12 staff members. We offer a four-day school 
week, competitive salaries/benefits, a growing, committed school community, 
and a dedicated team of teaching staff.

We encourage qualified teachers who submit to God’s holy Word and the 
reformed confessions, and are committed to educating children and youth in the 
reformed christian perspective to apply. please send your resumé, references, 
statement of faith, and philosophy of christian education to providence chris-
tian School, Box 240, Monarch, AB T0L 1M0. For more information, e-mail: 
admin@pcsmonarch.com; phone: 403-381-4418 (school); fax: 403-381-4428.

OxfOrd refOrMed Christian sChOOl
Oxford reformed christian School invites applications for Grade 2 teacher 
beginning in January, 2012.

O.r.c.S. is currently located in a rural setting 20 minutes south of Wood-
stock in South-western Ontario. We are a parent-run school serving the 
needs of several local reformed communities and are in our seventh year of 
operation. Our present enrolment is 218 students and we offer Kindergarten  
to grade 12. (For information about our school, please visit our website: 
orcschool.ca.) Since our grade 2 teacher is expecting a child early in the new 
year, a teacher is needed for this class of 18 students. We encourage qualified 
teachers who submit to God’s Word and the reformed confessions, who are 
passionate about teaching, and are committed to integrating the reformed 
perspective into their teaching to apply. Experience is preferred.

please send your resumé, references, statement of faith, and philosophy of 
education before November 30th to: Oxford reformed christian School, c/o 
Mr. W.Van Brugge (principal), 308 church St., p.O. Box 68, Springford, 
ON N0J 1x0. E-mail: orcswvb@execulink.com.

rehObOth Christian sChOOl (COPetOwn, On)
We invite applications for the position of principal for a K–12 school (400 
students) beginning in September, 2012. please submit applications by 
December 23, 2011. For more information about rehoboth visit our 
website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. please send a cover letter, resumé, state-
ment of belief, and references to the attention of: paul Vandenberg,  
Education committee chairman, c/o rcS Board Secretary, 198 Inksetter 
road, Box 70, copetown, ON L0r 1J0. Tel.: 905-627-5977, Fax: 905-
628-4422, BoardSecretary@rehoboth.on.ca.

Qualifications:
• A strong interest in COAH’s mission to help Churches and Christians in
Russia & Eastern Europe. Excellent communication and interpersonal
skills. Diplomatic, tactful and discrete in dealing with confidential
matters. Resourceful, with the ability to prioritize, multitask, follow-up
and meet deadlines with minimum supervision. Working/advanced
knowledge of MS Office, including Powerpoint. Willingness and ability to
travel.
Role and Responsibilities:
• Primary responsibility for implementing the mandate and the year-
plans/budgets of the Organization. Annual budget and project-support
planning • Organize meetings, conferences and presentations 
• Communicate with donors, Board of Directors, financial organizations,
Eastern European representatives • Prepare information for meetings 
• Make travel arrangements • Maintain databases • Coordinate financial
administration and fundraising • Assist the editor in preparation of
quarterly magazine • Facilitate strategic planning. 
Benefits:
This position is challenging, but also rewarding and fulfilling. The
administrator can work from home in a flexible environment and will also
travel and meet people both in the field and at home in North America.

Please direct inquiries and send resume to: Bas DeLeeuw, CHAIRMAN
Email: bdeleeuw@idirect.com       Phone: 905-562-7444 

The COAH Board is seeking a long-term
candidate for the following position:

P.O. Box 600, Vineland, ON L0R 2C0

ADMINISTRATOR/DIRECTOR 

news | and | annOunCeMents

                                             
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices  
will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the  
editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

COMe Over and helP
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refOrMed wOMen’s retreat



natiOnal news
texas GOv. riCk Perry leads Prayer 
rally fOr “natiOn in Crisis”

Standing on a stage on 
August 6 surrounded 
by thousands of fellow 
christians, Texas Gov. 
rick perry called on 
Jesus christ to bless and 
guide the nation’s mili-
tary and political leaders 
and “those who cannot 
see the light in the midst 
of all the darkness.”

In a 13-minute address, perry read several passages from the Bible 
during the prayer rally. Thousands stood or knelt in the aisles or 
on the concrete floor in front of the stage, some wiping away tears. 
perry, a lifelong Methodist who regularly attends a large evangelical 
church near his home in West Austin, Texas has been speaking in 
sanctuaries throughout Texas since he was state agricultural com-
missioner in the 1990s.

Organizers for the event called “The response: A call to prayer 
for a Nation in crisis” estimated that more than 30,000 people were at 
reliant Stadium in houston when perry spoke. (The New York Times)

viCtOry fOr islaM:  
al Jazeera in new yOrk City
With Al Jazeera English (AJE) now broadcasting on a local station 
in New York city, a conservative media watchdog says those who 
distribute Islamic propaganda have won a victory. Until now, the 
fledgling Muslim news network had only been in three U.S. markets: 
Washington, Dc; Burlington, Vermont; and Toledo, Ohio. The New 
York Times reports that AJE recently secured a deal to sublet air space 
from the owners of a New York channel as part of its campaign to 
gain widespread access to U.S. markets. however, critics do not 
foresee Al Jazeera English gaining much of a following in America. 
(OneNewsNow)

COurt fOrCes kansas tO COntinue 
fundinG Planned ParenthOOd
U.S. District Judge J. Thomas Marten sided with planned parent-
hood and issued an injunction blocking a Kansas law that defunds the 
abortion empire of taxpayer dollars. Marten’s ruling will allow planned 
parenthood to continue receiving Title x state and federal funding until 
the case is resolved. This is the second time in a month that a federal 
judge has blocked pro-life legislation in Kansas.

According to Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt, the case 
will be appealed to the 10th U.S. circuit court of Appeals in Denver.

“It appears that the court declared a duly enacted Kansas statute 
unconstitutional,” Schmidt said, “without engaging in the fact-finding 
one would expect before reaching such a conclusion.” (citizenLink)

internatiOnal news
bible translatiOn exPansiOn PrOJeCt 
underway in indOnesia
Indonesia (MNN/WAS)—Bible translation throughout Oceana 
remains a high strategic priority with underlying challenges.

Art Greenleaf with Wycliffe Associates explains: “We’ve got a great 
opportunity there in Timor partnering with the national church. This 
particular area is not as heavily Islamic as more western provinces might 
be. There are a lot of christians there, very similar to what you might 
have in the province of papua.” Using national translators streamlines 
the process of Bible translation in a region that sometimes deals with 
hostility toward christians. “Nationals can move and function 100% 
better than we can as expatriates,” says Greenleaf. he adds, “We are 
on a property that we’re sharing with the national church. They have 
actually provided this property to develop the linguistics center. There 
is harmony in this particular part of Indonesia.”

More than 65 Bible translators are currently working on translations 
in more than 80 languages in the Timor region and the surrounding 
islands of Indonesia, and some of the languages are spoken by as many 
as half a million people. Greenleaf says, “Indonesia is probably one of 
the most needy areas in the province of papua, which is part of the 
island of New Guinea. It has the largest number of languages in the 
world to be reached.”

Wycliffe Associates is striving to overcome local limitations of time 
and resources to achieve the goal of beginning the translation of God’s 
Word in every remaining language that needs it by 2025. (Mission 
Network News)

PerseCutiOn fOCus: iran
A pastor in Iran found guilty of leaving Islam awaits the outcome of 
a judicial investigation into his spiritual background to see if he will 
be executed or, if possible, forced to become a Muslim, according to 
christian groups with ties in Iran. The court-ordered investigation 
will take place sometime this fall to determine whether pastor Yousef 
Nadarkhani, 34, was a Muslim as a teenager before he became a 
christian at 19. A regional court sentenced Nadarkhani, who leads 
a 400-strong house church movement in rasht, to death by hanging 
for “converting to christianity” and “encouraging other Muslims to 
convert to christianity.” Nadarkhani’s lawyer appealed the verdict to 
the Iranian Supreme court, in part because the pastor said he had 
never actually been a Muslim and therefore could not be found guilty 
of abandoning the religion. The court issued a written response to 
the appeal on June 12, upholding the death penalty but ordering the 
investigation. Even if the investigation releases him from the charge of 
apostasy, it is likely the charge of evangelizing Muslims will still carry 
a lengthy prison sentence, sources said. Jason DeMars, president of 
present Truth Ministries, said officials have repeatedly used pressure 
tactics to force Nadarkhani to become a Muslim, including threats to 
seize his children and arresting his wife on apostasy charges. On June 
18, 2010, officials found Fatemah pasindedih guilty of the charges, 
but her conviction was stricken on appeal, and she was released in 
October. (compassDirect)

this MOnth’s MarriaGe tiP
GrOwinG tOGether in faith
For spiritual formation in your marriage, try memorizing Scripture 
together. Whether you’re cooking, cleaning, or driving somewhere 
together, see if you can recite the week’s passage to each other. You’ll 
have God’s Word dwelling in both your hearts and minds week by 
week. For more tips, go to http://www.todaysfamilynews.ca/marriage/
marriage-tips/.
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rev. Mark Kelderman &  
rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven

The word “church” evokes a variety of reactions. Some 
people are down on the church because of negative experi-
ences. perhaps you are there. Others love the church and are 
committed to their local body no matter what happens. Still 
others remain in their church despite unbiblical things and 
are committed to reforming their church. And then some 
see church as something that can be changed as easily as a 
pair of shoes.

Let’s consider for a moment the negative reactions to the 
church. Where are you on the spectrum of reactions? We 
suspect that some of you are down on the church. You think 
that church is stale, boring, and dry, and does not serve what 
you want or what you feel you need. But let’s ask this question 
first. Why does church exist? We can say that church exists 
to serve us. It serves us through preaching and its ministries; 
it serves communities as a witness of truth and help for the 
needy. But the church primarily exists to serve God. That 
gives a different perspective, doesn’t it? The church serves 
God first and only by doing that can it really serve others. It 
is easy to fall into the trap of saying the church exists to serve 
us, and it does, but God must come first. That eliminates 
any selfish attitudes towards the church.

So why should we love the church? If the church is full 
of people who claim to love each other but gossip and live 
hypocritical lives, why should we love her? If the church is 
broken and traditional, why love her? The simple answer is 

because christ loves the church. he laid down his life for 
her. he redeemed the church, calling her out of the world 
(Eph. 5:23–29). That’s what the Greek word for church really 
means—called out. If we are called out of the world and 
saved, we are called to love what our Savior loves. he refers 
to the church as his bride (rev. 21). What man wouldn’t 
love his bride? If christ loves his bride and is working at 
perfecting her, why would we not love the church?

Why commit to the church? If everyone else is leaving 
the church, why can’t I? That is a simple argument that 
many use. church-hopping is the new thing to do. If some-
thing is not to my liking, never mind that my church has 
sound gospel preaching and that I’ve gone through mem-
bership classes or profession of faith; I can find a church 
that offers something different. There can be legitimate 
and biblical reasons for leaving a church, but have you ever 
considered christ’s commitment to the church and how that 
ought to impact our commitment to our local church? he 
was committed to the death. can we say the same about our 
commitment to our local church?

So often we think of the church as a man-made institu-
tion. But the reality is that God has instituted the church 
for his own glory. he has elected her and called her from 
the world. christ preserves his church despite sinful men 
and women within her. The church is like a construction 
site. The beauty of the building is hidden by all the work in 
progress. The church is a messy place, but Scripture shows 
us that the church is a glorious building that belongs to 
God and is made for him. Next time we hope to see what 
Scripture teaches us about the church and how that radically 
reshapes our thinking about her.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is pastor of the heritage Netherlands reformed  
congregation of Burgessville, Ontario. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a  
pastor of the heritage Netherlands reformed congregation of Grand  
rapids, Michigan, and a Th.M. theological student at puritan reformed 
Theological Seminary, Grand rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either  
of them: makelderman@execulink.com; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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banner Of truth traCt MissiOn
From a friend in prison:

For many years the various programs and ministries you 
provide have been a very important element in my own growth 
in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus christ. This is 
true of several of my brothers here in prison as well. I am so 
blessed to have in my life all the truth, depth, piety, and help 
which you have given me; I am deeply and eternally grateful.

Several months ago I began receiving all sorts of great 
materials from rhB, hrc, prTS, and probably other 
organizations under the hrc. It is all so excellent. These 
have really spurred me on, and by your generosity as I share 
the materials, many others are blessed and strengthened 

in the faith. please know how much your ministries have 
meant to me, even if I don't express it enough!

refOrMatiOn heritaGe bOOks
From a friend in California:

Just a word of thanks to God for the publishing min-
istry he has given you. Taking Hold of God has revolution-
ized my thinking about prayer. Your concern for the lack 
of “closet prayer” in the lives of professing christians is a 
much-needed rebuke to today’s people of faith. I pray that 
you will continue to publish articles on prayer in the Banner 
of Sovereign Grace Truth magazine, and keep on publishing 
books on prayer—people are slow to hear.

frOM | Our | MailbaG
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New Book Available on Parenting — October 31
Parenting by God’s Promises: How to Raise Children in the Covenant of Grace
Joel R. Beeke
parents are unable to give their children what they need most—new hearts that trust in christ for forgive-
ness of sins. All belief is a work of God alone. But parents must not “hinder” their children from coming 
to christ, as Jesus’ disciples sought to hinder mothers and fathers from bringing small children to him 
(Mark 10:13–16). On the contrary, they must do everything in their power to “bring” their children to the 
Savior, which means raising their sons and daughters in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 
6:4). In Parenting by God’s Promises: How to Raise Children in the Covenant of Grace, Dr. Joel r. Beeke 
explores what this nurture and admonition looks like and offers gems of practical wisdom for parents on 
topics such as instituting and leading family worship, teaching children, modeling faithful christian living, 
and exercising discipline. however, he carefully puts parental responsibilities in their proper perspective 
and guides mothers and fathers to lean not on their own abilities but to trust more fully in the God who 
knits children together in the first place. Above all, he affirms, parents must look to the one true God, 
who promises to provide everything his people need and to bless them and their families.

reformation Trust; hardcover, 345 pages; page Size: 6 x 9 inches; ISBN 9781567692662
retail price: $19.00 | rhB price: $14.00

“To our great shame, far too many christians raise their children without much thought as to what makes parenting distinctively 
christian. Secular patterns of thought and habit have deeply infected christian homes, and an antidote is urgently needed. Thankfully, 
it arrives as Parenting by God’s Promises by Joel Beeke. This is a truly helpful and healthy book for christian parents—deeply biblical, 
theological, and practical. parents, prospective parents, and churches will want to keep Parenting by God’s Promises close at hand.”

— DR. R. ALBERT MOHLER JR., president, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky

“In this book, Dr. Joel Beeke provides information that is in keeping with what we have come to expect from his preaching and 
writing: biblically based information about parenting, practical illustrations that really illustrate, and specific instructions that 
will help people to know how to put the directives of Scripture into practice. In this book, every christian parent will find solid, 
dependable, practical, biblical help for bringing children up God’s way. Dr. Beeke places a correct emphasis on the centrality of 
God’s grace and sovereignty, and the importance of parental responsibility. parents who are looking for a right perspective and 
practical help for facilitating this right perspective will find this book to be an excellent guide.”

— DR. WAyNE A. MACk, president, Strengthening Ministries International, Author, Strengthening Your Marriage

“The defection of young people from the church is creating great concern in our day. Oftentimes the solutions seem to exacerbate the 
problem. Joel Beeke’s book, Parenting by God’s Promises: How to Raise Children in the Covenant of Grace, is a sane, biblical word in the 
midst of the chaos. The book blends a vibrant covenant theology with wise, practical instruction. Moreover, it keeps a balance between 
family and church in the nurture of our children. This book is an important read for pastors, elders, parents, and grandparents.”

— DR. JOSEPH A. PIPA JR., president, Greenville presbyterian Theological Seminary, Greenville, South carolina
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“Revive Us Again”

 Killing Your Sin

 China’s Revival

in this issue

Alas, my God, that we should be
 Such strangers to each other!
O that as friends we might agree.
 And walk and talk together!

May I taste that communion. Lord,
 Thy people have with Thee?
Thy Spirit daily talks with them
 O let Him talk with me!

Like Enoch let me walk with God,
 And thus walk out my day,
Attended with the heavenly Guards.
 Upon the King’s highway.

When wilt thou come unto me, Lord?
 O come, my Lord most dear!
Come near, nearer, nearer, nearer still:
 I’m well when Thou art near.

There’s no such thing as pleasure here;
 My Jesus is my all in all;
As Thou dost shine or disappear,
 My pleasures rise and fall.

When wilt Thou come unto me, Lord?
 For, till Thou dost appear,
I count each moment for a day,
 Each minute for a year.
       —THOMAS SHEpArd
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