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Immortal honors rest on Jesus’ head; 
My God, my portion, and my Living Bread; 
In Him I live, upon Him cast my care; 
He saves from death, destruction, and despair.

He is my Refuge in each deep distress; 
The Lord my strength and glorious righteousness; 
Through floods and flames He leads me safely on, 
And daily makes His sovereign goodness known.

My every need He richly will supply; 
Nor will His mercy ever let me die; 
In Him there dwells a treasure all divine, 
And matchless grace has made that treasure mine.

O that my soul could love and praise Him more, 
His beauties trace, His majesty adore; 
Live near His heart, upon His bosom lean; 
Obey His voice, and all His will esteem.

— WILLIAM GAdsBy
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which eminaTes from The word of God.
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One of the watchwords of the Reformation is “Justification by 
faith alone.” As Reformed Christians, we hold tenaciously to this 
foundational truth. Yet I fear that many Reformed believers have 
a distorted view of this glorious doctrine. As an example of sound 
Reformation teaching, I want to share with you a few thoughts 
of the great Reformer, Martin Luther, from his commentary on 
Galatians 3:11–14. — REV. JAN NEELS

“But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, 
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And the law 
is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them” (vv. 11, 12). The righteousness of the law is the ful-
fillment of the law and that we can never accomplish. The 
law is a statement of debit; the gospel is a statement of credit.

When we believe in Christ, we exercise faith. When we 
believe in the law, we are active but have no life. After all, the 
function of the law is not to give life, but to kill. Who loves 
God with all his soul, heart, and mind, and his neighbor as 
himself? The law demands that we fear, love, and worship 
God with an undivided heart. Anyone pursuing obedience 
to the law utterly fails to do this. 

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree” (v. 13). When Christ took on himself the 
sins of the whole world, he was no longer innocent; the law 
hanged him as a sinner. Our merciful Father in heaven saw 
how the law oppressed us and how impossible it was for us to 
get out from under its curse. So he sent his Son into the world 
and as much as said to him, “Thou art now Peter the liar, Paul 
the persecutor, David the adulterer, Adam the disobedient. 
Thou, my Son, will pay for the iniquity of my people!”

The law growls, “All right, if Thy Son is taking the sin 
of the world, I see no sin anywhere but in him. he shall 
die on the cross.” So the law kills Christ, and we go free. 
If he bears our sins, we do not bear them. That’s why Paul 

exclaims, “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). When 
we hear that Christ was made a curse for us, let us believe it 
with joy and assurance! By faith, Christ changes places with 
us. he gets our sins, and we get his holiness. 

“That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gen-
tiles through Jesus Christ” (v. 14a). The Old Testament 
gospel promise to Abraham—“In thy seed shall all nations 
of the earth be blessed”—came only by Christ, the seed of 
Abraham. To become our blessing, Christ had to be made a 
curse. The merits we plead and the work we offer to God is 
Christ who was made a curse for us. Let us praise God for 
transferring our evil, our death, and our sins to Christ, and 
the righteousness and blessings from Christ to us.

“That we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith” (v. 14b). The promised Spirit spells freedom from 
the law, sin, death, curse, hell, and judgment of God. The 
promised blessings of the holy Spirit are received by faith 
alone. Faith builds on the promises of God in Christ. As 
Reformed believers, we confess, “I believe one holy universal 
church.” It is a holy church. That means there is no sin, evil, 
or curse in the church of God. Yet, when we believe, our 
eyes will find many shortcomings in the members of the 
church including ourselves. You see them succumb to temp-
tations, act weak in faith, give way to anger and envy. So 
how can this church be holy? It is the same with the Chris-
tian church as it is with the individual Christian. When I 
examine myself, there is enough unholiness to shock me. 
But when I look by faith to Christ, I find that I am alto-
gether holy! When I remember that the righteous live by 
faith, I rest—not in my works or merits, but in Christ’s.

Martin Luther (1483–1546) was the great reformer who God used to usher in the 
sixteenth-century Reformation. This article was quoted from A Commentary on  
St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians by Martin Luther (Grand Rapids: Zondervan).

The JusT“
”Shall Live by Faith
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Perhaps nowhere are the Puritans so helpful as in offering 
guidelines for the process of spiritual, biblical meditation. 
They said to begin by asking the holy Spirit for assistance. 
Pray for the power to harness your mind and focus the eyes 
of faith on this task. As Edmund Calamy (1600–1666) 
exhorted, “I would have you pray unto God to enlighten 
your understandings, to quicken your devotion, to warm 
your affections, and so to bless that hour unto you, that 
by the meditation of holy things you may be made more 
holy, you may have your lusts more mortified, and your 
graces more increased, you may be the more mortified to 
the world, and the vanity of it, and lifted up to heaven, and 
the things of heaven.”1

Next, the Puritans said to read the Scriptures, then select 
a verse or doctrine upon which to meditate. Be sure to pick 
out relatively easy subjects to meditate on at the beginning, 
they advised. For example, begin with various attributes of 
God rather than the doctrine of the Trinity; consider sub-
jects one at a time.

In addition, select subjects that are most applicable to 
your present circumstances and that will be most beneficial 
for your soul. For example, if you are spiritually dejected, 
meditate upon Christ’s willingness to receive poor sinners 
and pardon all who come to him. If your conscience trou-
bles you, meditate on God’s promises to give grace to the 
penitent. If you are financially aff licted, meditate on God’s 
wonderful providences to those in need.2 Then, memorize 
the selected verse(s), or some aspect of the subject, to stimu-
late meditation, to strengthen faith, and to serve as a means 
of divine guidance. 

Next, fix your thoughts on the Scripture or a scriptural 
subject without prying further than what God has revealed. 
Use your memory to focus on all that Scripture has to say 
about the subject. Consider what sermons and edifying 
books say about the topic.

Use “the book of conscience, the book of Scripture, and 
the book of the creature”3 as you consider various aspects of 
your subject: its names, causes, qualities, fruits, and effects. 
Like Mary, ponder these things in your heart. Think of 
illustrations, similitudes, and opposites in your mind to 
enlighten your understanding and enf lame your affections. 
Then let judgment assess the value of what you are medi-
tating upon.

here is an example from Calamy. If you would medi-
tate on the subject of sin, “Begin with the description of 

sin; proceed to the distribution of sin; consider the original 
and cause of sin, the cursed fruits and effects of sin, the 
adjuncts and properties of sin in general and of personal 
sin in particular, the opposite of sin—grace, the metaphors 
of sin, the titles given to sin, all that the Scripture saith 
concerning sin.”4

Two warnings are in order. First, as Thomas Manton 
(1620–1677) wrote, “Do not bridle up the free spirit by the 
rules of method. That which God calleth for is religion, not 
logic. When Christians confine themselves to such rules and 
prescriptions, they straiten themselves, and thoughts come 
from them like water out of a still, not like water out of a 
fountain.”5 Second, if your mind wanders, rein it in, pray 
for forgiveness, ask for strength to stay focused, read a few 
appropriate Scripture passages again, and press on. Remem-
ber that reading Scripture, meditation, and prayer belong 
together. As one discipline wanes, turn to another. Persevere; 
do not surrender to Satan by abandoning your task.

Next, stir up affections, such as love, desire, hope, 
courage, gratitude, zeal, and joy,6 to glorify God.7 hold 
soliloquies with your own soul. Include complaints against 
yourself because of your inabilities and shortcomings and 
spread before God your spiritual longings. Believe that he 
will help you.

Paul Baynes (1573–1617), in discussing meditation as a 
“private means” of grace, compared it first with the power 
of sight to affect the heart, then with the process of con-
ception and birth: “Now look as after conception, there is a 
travail to bring forth & a birth in due season: so when the 
soul by thought hath conceived, presently the affections are 
[moved], for the affections kindle on a thought, as tinder 
doth, when a spark lighteth on it. The affections moved, the 
will is stirred and inclined.”8

Following the arousal of your memory, judgment, and 
affections, apply your meditations to yourself, to arouse your 
soul to duty and comfort, and to restrain your soul from 
sin.9 As William Fenner (1600–1640) wrote, “Dive into thy 
own soul; anticipate and prevent thy own heart. haunt thy 
heart with promises, threatenings, mercies, judgments, and 
commandments. Let meditation trace thy heart. hale thy 
heart before God.”10

Examine yourself for your own growth in grace. Ref lect 
on the past and ask, “What have I done?” Look to the 
future, asking, “What am I resolved to do, by God’s 
grace?”11 Do not ask these questions legalistically, but out of 

How Should We Meditate?
Let the Puritans Be Your teachers



holy excitement and opportunity to grow in Spirit-worked 
grace. Remember, “Legal work is our work; meditation 
work is sweet work.”12

Follow Calamy’s advice, “If ever you would get good by 
the practice of meditation, you must come down to particu-
lars; and you must so meditate of Christ, as to apply Christ to 
thy soul; and so meditate of heaven, as to apply heaven to thy 
soul.”13 Live out your meditation (Josh. 1:8). Let meditation 
and practice walk hand in hand. Meditation without practice 
will only increase your condemnation.14

Next, turn your applications into resolutions. “Let your 
resolutions be f irm and strong, not [mere] wishes, but 
resolved purposes or Determinations,” wrote Thomas White 
(c. 1577–c. 1610).15 Make your resolutions commitments to 
fight against your temptations to sin. Write down your reso-
lutions. Above all, resolve that you will spend your life “as 
becomes one that hath been meditating of holy and heavenly 
things.” Commend yourself, your family, and everything 
you own to the hands of God with “sweet resignation.”16

Conclude with prayer, thanksgiving, and Psalm singing. 
“Meditation is the best beginning of prayer, and prayer is 
the best conclusion of meditation,” wrote George Swinnock 
(c. 1627–1673).17 Watson said, “Pray over your meditations. 
Prayer sanctifies every thing; without prayer they are but 
unhallowed meditations; prayer fastens meditation upon the 
soul; prayer is a tying a knot at the end of meditation that 
it doth not slip; pray that God will keep those holy medita-
tions in your mind for ever, that the savour of them may 
abide upon your hearts.”18 Thank the Lord for assistance in 
meditation, or else, Richard Greenham warned, “we shall 
be buffeted in our next meditation.”19

The metrical versions of the Psalms are a great help in 
meditation. Their metrical form facilitates memorization. 
As God’s Word, they are a proper subject for meditation. 
As a “complete anatomy of the soul” (Calvin), they afford 
abundant material and guidance for meditation. As prayers 
(Ps. 72:20) and as thanksgiving (Ps. 118:1), they are both a 
proper vehicle for meditation and a fitting way to conclude 
it. John Lightfoot (1602–1675) said, “Singing God’s praise is 
a work of the most meditation of any we perform in public. 
It keeps the heart longest upon the thing spoken. Prayer 
and hearing pass quick from one sentence to another; this 
sticks long upon it.”20

Finally, do not shift too quickly from meditation to 
engagement with things of this world, lest, as Thomas 

Gouge (1605–1681) advised, “thereby thou suddenly quench 
that spiritual heat which hath in that exercise been kindled 
in thine heart.”21 Remember that one hour spent in such 
meditation is “worth more than a thousand sermons,” James 
Ussher (1581–1656) said, “and this is no debasing of the 
Word, but an honour to it.”22
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Our world is obsessed with greatness. Many people 
understand greatness in terms of power, prestige, or 
possessions. In the kingdom of God, however, the 
greatest is the least, and the last is first. Christ had 
taught this principle in the Sermon of the Mount, 
the great charter of the kingdom of heaven (e.g., 
Matt. 5:3). Shortly after he finished it, we meet a 
man who embodied this greatness. As a centurion, 
this Gentile man had many things the world would 
consider great. however, his greatness was not at 
all related to those things. Rather it was bound up 
with his faith, which the Lord declared was “great” 
(Matt. 8:10). Thus the real miracle of this story is 
not even the healing of his servant, but the faith 
that comes into evidence in and around this miracle.

a greaT need
In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ had also taught that 
we should seek, ask, and knock (Matt. 7:7–8). We don’t 
know whether the centurion of our passage had heard these 
words, but he certainly took his need to Christ. his great 
need was that his servant (literally, his slave) was deathly ill. 
Some disease had taken hold of him, and it was both para-
lyzing him and sending him into convulsions (Matt. 8:6). 
Luke notes that he “was ready to die” (Luke 7:2). It’s worth 
noting that this centurion cared deeply for his slave (Luke 
7:2). During those days, slaves were commonly considered 
as property. It is doubly remarkable to see this concern and 
love for human life from a military officer who was no doubt 
used to violence and death. Many like him would have 
thought little of replacing one slave with another. 

Not only did this centurion show a real regard for another 
human, but his track record was notable on another account. 
According to the elders of the Jews, this centurion loved the 
Jewish nation, and had even personally financed the con-
struction of a synagogue (Luke 7:5). This would have made 
the headlines because Rome occupied the land of the Jews, 
and they were generally viewed as an oppressive enemy. This 
centurion was stationed in Capernaum to represent Rome 
and enforce its policies. 

Matthew seems to suggest that the centurion came him-
self to Jesus. Luke fills in the picture by mentioning that 
he sent some of the Jewish elders. Clearly, they came at his 
behest and on his behalf. A centurion had at least a hundred 
soldiers under him. Clearly, however, this man had gained 
the love of many, including these elders. 

We can understand then why the Jewish elders would 
bring this to Christ’s attention. however, their declara-
tion that the centurion “was worthy for whom he should 
do this” (Luke 7:4) requires some scrutiny. Can anyone be 
worthy that Christ would answer their prayers? Can anyone 
deserve to have their problems remedied? Will any of us ever 
deserve Christ driving away sickness and death because of 
something we do or some church we have built?

Yet, the way the elders of the Jews reasoned is not 
uncommon. We often catch ourselves thinking, talking, 
and praying this way. “Lord, I have been laboring hard for 
Thee. Why then is this difficulty in my life?” Or “Lord, 
he has done so much good in Thy cause or in our nation. 
Certainly, Thou wilt hear us when we ask this for this man.” 
This kind of reasoning comes straight from the covenant 
of works, the principle to which we always gravitate. Even 
God’s people can lapse into thinking this way. But the cen-
turion of our passage did not. We can definitely infer that 
he did not send his men with that message; they came up 
with that part themselves. For his part, he went to Jesus 
simply “beseeching” or “entreating” Jesus to come and heal 
his servant (Matt. 8:5; Luke 7:4). he was driven by his need 
and drawn by what he had “heard of Jesus” (Luke 7:3). 

Christ had made Capernaum the base of his Galilean 
ministry, and he had performed many miracles there (Luke 
4:31–44). he had driven a demon out of a possessed man, 
perhaps in the very synagogue the centurion had financed 
(Mark 1:25). he had sent out the fever from Peter’s mother-
in-law (Mark 1:31), and later that evening he had “healed 
many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many 
devils” (Mark 1:34). he had healed the sick of the palsy, 
after having forgiven his sins (Mark 2:10–12). he had 
cleansed a leper somewhere in the area, and the reports of 
it had spread through the whole area (1:45). he had also 
spoken with authority in the synagogues, and, in the Ser-
mon on the Mount, he had unfolded the kingdom of heaven 
and himself as its King (Matt. 5–7; Luke 6). he had urged 
his hearers to strive to enter into the gate into the kingdom 
of heaven (Matt. 7:13). Some or all of these things had an 
effect on this centurion. Many others took Jesus as a great 
miracle worker, and from how our passage starts, you could 
imagine that this is all the centurion thought as well. how-
ever, it quickly became clear that the reports of Jesus had 
had a far more profound effect on him.

Read: Mathew 8:5–13  (compare Luke 7:1–10)



OCTOBER 2012 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 243

a greaT King
Despite the fact that the Jewish elders made a wrong case 
for the centurion with the Savior, we read, “Then Jesus 
went with them” (Luke 7:5). As he approached the house, 
word must have reached the centurion that the Lord was 
on his way. The man sent another delegation, this time of 
his “friends.” They came with the exact opposite message 
as the previous group. They come with this message: “Lord, 
trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy” (Luke 7:6). The 
elders said he was worthy; he said he was not worthy. Why 
did he say that?

First, we need to note that the man did not suddenly 
change his mind. All along, he knew he was unworthy. 
That’s why he had sent others to Christ and did not come 
himself. “Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to 
come unto thee” (Luke 7:7). Clearly, he realized that the 
distance between the Lord and himself was not traversable. 
he needed others to mediate for him, and when it looked 
as if the Lord is about to come under the same roof, he had 
to make clear that he understood his absolute unworthiness. 

Second, we need to note that this man understood 
Christ’s divine character. What he heard about Christ taught 
him that Christ is a divine King who has authority over all 
things, seen and unseen. As a centurion, he might repre-
sent Rome; however, this Jesus represents heaven and the 
kingdom of God. he might have one hundred men whom 
he can tell to go or come, but Christ rules over all. One 
word from Christ and diseases leave, demons depart, and 
sin is forgiven. Understanding this, the centurion ascribed to 
Christ all power in heaven and on earth, and no synagogue 
can be built to make him worthy to be under the same roof 
as Christ. John Newton put it well: “Thou art coming to a 
King / Large petitions with thee bring; / For his grace and 
pow’r are such, / None can ever ask too much.”

In essence, this centurion put the crown on the head of 
Christ, whose right it is to wear it (Ezek. 21:27). he real-
ized that he was not equal to Christ. he confessed what we 
read of frequently in the Scriptures when people were made 
aware of how great God was and how small they were. We 
don’t arrive at this conclusion by nature. Abraham compared 
himself to “dust and ashes” compared to the Lord (Gen. 
18:27). John the Baptist said he was not worthy to unloose 
the latchet of his shoes (John 1:27). The prodigal said, “I 
am not ‘worthy to be called thy son’ ” (Luke 15:19). 

This knowledge of God and of self is the fruit of God’s 
work in our hearts. he makes us sense his worthiness and 
our own unworthiness. It is worth noting that the centurion 
expressed this most directly and forcefully as Christ was 

coming towards him. The closer Christ comes, the more 
unworthy we feel.

a greaT faiTh
What did the centurion display? Christ gave it a name: 
“great faith” (Matt. 8:10). Many think so differently. They 
imagine that great faith does what the elders did—steps 
right up to Christ and argues from man’s greatness and wor-
thiness. Many think that if they erect a big church building 
and parking lot, the Lord will surely bless them for their 
liberality and vision, and they pray like that. But “great 
faith” does the exact opposite. “I am not worthy…but speak 
the word only” (Matt. 8:8).

According to Luke, the centurion had his friends say, 
“Trouble not thyself…but say in a word” (Luke 7:7). One 
single word from Christ was enough. Great faith detests a lot 
of fuss. When people like a lot of pomp and circumstance, it 
only indicates that they are not content with Christ’s Word.
The centurion didn’t prescribe to Christ how it should all 
go: how and when and where this miracle should take place. 
Great faith is content to leave it all to Christ and his Word.

QuesTions
1. The Bible tells us that Christ marveled twice: once at the 

unbelief of the Nazarenes (Mark 6:6), and once at the 
faith of this centurion (Matt. 8:10). how are we to under-
stand the Son of God “marveling”? What significance is 
there to the fact that we nowhere read of Christ marveling 
at the things we often marvel at, but instead at the faith of 
one person and unbelief of others?

2. how can we show the same attitude as these elders in 
our prayers and general view of how this world operates? 
Should we be fearful of this? See Matthew 8:12.

3. Read Proverbs 22:1 and Ecclesiastes 7:1a and discuss how 
we see this operating in the centurion. 

4. how does the holy Spirit work this sense of unworthi-
ness?

5. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3a. If we are believers, how might 
we seek for and register growth in faith? Why is great 
faith content with Christ’s Word while small faith (or 
no faith) desires to see a lot of fuss?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.

New Testament Bible Study  •  dr. gerald BilKes
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Engaging Our TEEnagErs:

You’ll often hear someone say, “Oh, your kids are so cute. 
Enjoy them while they’re young, because when they become 
teenagers, look out! Disaster will strike!” Our society often 
considers the coming wave of teenage years as an impend-
ing tsunami. Many parents dread this stage of parenting. 
As kids become teenagers, the goal for many parents is 
simply survival.

WrOng PErsPEcTivE
Sadly, many Christian parents share this perspective. They 
brace themselves, kind of hope for the best, but really expect 
the worst. In fact, many Christian parents simply anticipate 
that their kids will go through an unavoidable phase of teen-
age rebellion. They expect that their kids will inevitably sow 
their wild oats; hopefully, they’ll make it through all right.

We need to reject this perspective. It diverts parents from 
their duties and renders them without hope. Further, this 
approach to parenting is not supported by the Word of God. 
Surely, if we believe that our children are duty bound to live 
according to the commandments of God, we cannot pos-
sibly feel comfortable with this perspective. As Reformed 
Christians, we embrace a covenantal approach to parenting 
and to dealing with our teenagers. What does this mean? 
For starters, it means that we are looking expectantly to our 
covenant God to work his grace in our own lives and in the 
lives of our children. It also means that we will lovingly and 
passionately lead them in the ways of the Lord. And we will 
not expect, nor will we tolerate teenage rebellion.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying it’s easy. Far from 
being idealistic, I know that dealing with our teenagers does 
have its challenges. It can be a very complicated experience! 
The apprehension many parents feel as their kids grow up is 
understandable. And it will take more than elevated expec-
tations to deal effectively with our teenagers.

WhaT arE TEEnagErs?
There’s no doubt that teenagers are complex and rather 
unusual creatures. What is it about teenagers that often makes 
parenting them so challenging? Tedd Tripp puts it this way:

The teen years are years of monumental insecurity. he 
is neither a child nor an adult. he is insecure about 
how to act.

Teens feel vulnerable about everything. They worry 
about their appearance. Do they have the right clothes? 
Are they wearing them right? What will their friends 
think about this shirt, dress, or new haircut?

Teens feel insecure about their bodies…. They worry 
about whether they are developing on schedule…. Teen-
agers experience apprehension about their personality. 
They wonder, are they serious enough, funny enough, 
creative enough, carefree enough?

While this is a period of instability, it is paradoxically 
a period when children are seeking to establish an inde-
pendent persona. The teen wants to be his own person. 
While his need for direction has never been greater, he 
will resist overt attempts to corral him.1

Paul Tripp expands on the nature of the teenage years this 
way:

This is the period when the teenager is f looded with 
questions. Who am I? Do I look okay?… Who is right 
and who is wrong?… What am I going to do with my 
life?… Do people really like me? Am I normal? Is my 
family normal? Is God for real?2

Regarding their theological and spiritual development, he 
goes on to say:

The teenage years are often times of wrestling with 
questions of faith…. When they are little children, they 
believe everything you tell them about Jesus, his mira-
cles, and more. They believe so because Mom and Dad 
say it is true. But as they get older they discover that some 
intelligent people out there don’t believe the things you 
believe. They wrestle with the question, “Do I believe 
these things because I have been taught them or do I 
really believe them for myself?3

Our teens need lots of interaction and guidance. I urge you 
to consider these challenging years, not as an impending 
tsunami, but, as Paul Tripp calls it, an “age of opportunity.” 
Our teens desperately need the wise and loving inf luence of 
their parents to guide them through these strenuous years. 
Let’s consider a biblical approach to guiding our teens.

a BiBlical aPPrOach
Parents are often intimidated by the teenage years. They 
feel inadequate to provide the guidance, instruction, and 

Jerry Benjamins

How can we connect with our teens?

Family Guidance
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discipline their kids need. The temptation is to pull back, 
or to look to others to make up the slack. “hopefully the 
teachers at school can talk some sense into my son.” Or, “We 
need to have youth elders in all of our congregations who 
can spend time with our young people and give them the 
pastoral one-on-one they need.” Some parents will say, “I’m 
not good at teaching theological concepts to my daughter. 
That’s what Catechism teachers are for.”

Imagine the frustration this generates for teachers, 
youth group leaders, pastors, and elders, when parents 
abrogate their responsibilities regarding their teens! John 
Angell James, in The Christian 
Father’s Present to His Children, 
said, “The man who does not 
make the religious character of 
his children the supreme end of 
all his conduct toward them may 
profess to believe as a Christian, 
but certainly acts as an atheist.”4 
The teen years are a time when 
we should be even more engaged 
with our kids. It is indeed a great 
opportunity to nurture a won-
derful and highly interactive 
relationship with them, prepar-
ing them to leave home, ready to 
face the world on their own.

That parents are suited for the 
task is clear from Scripture. The 
book of Proverbs has much wis-
dom to offer in this regard. For 
examples: “My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother” (Prov. 1:8). “A wise son 
heareth his father’s instruction: but a scorner heareth not 
rebuke” (Prov. 13:1).

A key passage is Deuteronomy 6:6–7. here the Lord tells 
his covenant people, “And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up.” The idea here is that spiritual realities should be openly 
and regularly discussed in the home. If we apply this to our 
own families, the lordship of Christ over us, and his claims 
upon us as his covenant people, this will be a normal part 
of our everyday conversation.

The issues teenagers are dealing with are most effectively 
addressed in times of non-conf lict. That implies that we 
need to think creatively about how to initiate discussions. 
We must engage our teens in all the normal settings of life: 
as we rake the leaves together, have supper together, and 
drive together. Let’s not establish times or areas of our lives 
where we leave God out.

DEvElOPing a sTraTEgy
Too often we react to our teenagers, addressing them only in 
times of conflict. When we address their specific negative 
behavior, we quickly show that we are angry or frustrated, 
and our teens become defensive and less teachable. We need 
to be more pro-active. We should spend a lot more energy 
nurturing an open and comfortable relationship with our 
teens. Ideally, we will be able to talk casually with them about 
everything: money, sports, sex, worship, the boy or girl they 
like, and everything else under heaven. We need to bring the 
claims of Christ into every area of life. This will increase our 

overall influence upon them. As our kids get older, we should 
rely less and less on our authority over them and seek more 
and more opportunity to influence them. Tedd Tripp warns 
against being overly authoritarian with our teens:

By authoritarianism I’m…talking about being overly 
tough: “You can’t get away with anything with me. I’ll 
make your punishment more onerous.” Rather than 
becoming a bigger authority, we need to come along 
side our teens as bigger positive influences…. If I told 
you the president of the United States never makes a 
decision without checking with me, and he always does 
what I suggest, how much authority would I have in the 
government? None. But I’d have a great deal of influence 
because I’d have the president’s ear. We want to become 
parents who have influence with our teens.5

This takes work. In order to make the most of this age 
of opportunity, we need to be taking a real interest in the 
lives of our teens. We need to spend time with them. This 
means, for one thing, that we do not allow them the level 
of interaction with other teens that they demand. It also 
means that we need to evaluate how we prioritize our time. 
Spending quantity time with our teens is not easy to do in 
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our day. It may mean that you ask for a demotion at work, so 
that your work doesn’t control your life. It may mean taking 
up fishing, or hockey, or some other activity your teenager 
enjoys. It may mean that you get out and cheer them on at 
their volleyball game. We need to provide the context in 
order for the interaction to take place.

Watch for the tendency for teens to avoid interacting 
with different age groups, and only wanting to hang out 
with their own specific age group. This is not healthy. Our 
society tends to segregate children and youth into clearly 
defined age groups. This inf luences God’s people, too. We 
need to work at cultivating multi-age interaction and multi-
family activities. Teens need to have mentors around older 
than they are, and they also need to see how they can impact 
the lives of kids younger than they are.

BuilDing a rElaTiOnshiP
Aim for a relationship with your teen in which you are not 
embarrassed by your child, and they are not embarrassed 
by you. You should not feel awkward when you come upon 
your teen and his or her group of friends. They should not 
feel awkward either. If you do, more work needs to be done 
in developing a healthy relationship with them. Remember, 
family relationships are primary relationships. Aim high.

When you engage in spiritual or theological conversation 
with your teens, give them lots of space. Remember that they 
are young and tender. Give them freedom to express them-
selves and gently guide them. Tedd Tripp gives this advice:

Shepherd your teens through those inevitable periods 
of doubt. Don’t challenge “how could you question the 
being and existence of God after all we’ve taught you?” 
Rather say, “What are your questions? Let’s talk about 
them. Your Mom and I are not Christians because we 
shut off our brains. We believe our faith is a reasonable 
faith….” Like in any relay race, you run along side the 
other runner and make sure he has a firm hold on the 
baton before you let him run on his own.6

Be ready to give biblical contribution to theological or moral 
disagreements. This may take some study and work on your 
part, but saying “this is the way we’ve always done it” is 
likely to backfire. Your teen is entitled to biblical reasoning. 
In our day there are literally tons of good, helpful resources 
readily available, so have some good books on hand. (A few 
suggestions would include Essential Truths of the Christian 
Faith by R. C. Sproul; Refuting Evolution by Jonathan Sar-
fati; Manual of Christian Doctrine by Louis Berkhof; The 
Bible Answer Book, Vols. 1 and 2, by hank hanegraaff. Ask 
your pastor or elder for further suggestions.)

cOmE alOngsiDE
When you decide you need to confront your child on a moral 
or behavioral issue, be sure that you know what you’re talk-
ing about. As Paul Tripp says, “Parents often lose credibility 

because they are ill-informed. When you haven’t done your 
homework, you will resort to stereotypes, generalizations, 
rumors, and straw man characterizations.”7 Get the facts 
and be gracious in your confrontation. Remember, “A soft 
answer turneth away wrath” (Prov. 15:1). At the same time, 
be firm. Do not allow defiance and disrespect.

Be sure to come alongside your teens, reminding them 
that you too are no more than a sinner saved by grace. Be 
sure to show them what grace looks like. Ask them for 
forgiveness when you’ve wronged them. Similarly, ask your 
spouse to forgive you for when you have sinned against 
him or her—and do that in front of your teens. Exemplify 
Christian character in your home. Pray together with your 
teens. Talk about what the love of Jesus means to you. Speak 
about the challenges you face in submitting your own will to 
the will of your heavenly Father. Talk, talk, talk.

Speak highly of the institutional church. Speak with 
respect about your local church, your elders, your pastor, and 
the preaching. Be very careful if something in the preaching 
needs to be corrected or clarified. Your teens pick up on any 
sarcasm and disrespect; this is very damaging. Speak of how 
you consider the corporate worship services and the gather-
ing together of God’s people as the highlight of your week! 
Talk, talk, talk with your teen.

Finally, make your home a fun and attractive place to be. 
Be hospitable. Let the young people scatter their dirty run-
ning shoes all over your front hall. Strive to make your home 
a place where your teen feels at home—sheltered, loved, and 
encouraged to pursue the service of the Lord.

cOnclusiOns
The teenage years are sure to be interesting and challenging. 
however, we ought not to envision that there is a tsunami 
on the way. Instead, we need to view this period as an age 
of great opportunity. The Lord has given us guidance in his 
Word. Let us look to the Lord to bless our parental efforts. 
And let us use the means he has provided. May the Lord 
grant his grace and wisdom to us parents, and to our teens, 
to his glory!

1. Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s Heart (Wapwallopen, Pa.: Shepherd 
Press, 1995), 210–11.

2. Paul David Tripp, Age of Opportunity (Phillipsburg, N.J.: P&R Publish-
ing, 1997), 24.

3. Tedd Tripp, “Communicate with Teens,” in The Journal of Biblical Coun-
seling, vol. 23, no. 3 (2005): 30.

4. Quoted in Michael S. Beates, “The Father as Priest,” in Family Practice, 
ed. R. C. Sproul, Jr. (Phillipsburg, N.J.: P&R Publishing, 2001), 34.

5. Tedd Tripp, “Communicate with Teens,” 29.
6. Ibid., 30.
7. Paul David Tripp, Age of Opportunity, 239.

Jerry Benjamins serves as an elder at Grace Free Reformed Church in Brantford. 
he and his wife, Marg, have seven children, three of whom are teenagers.



The Aged 
Believer’s Cordial

OCTOBER 2012 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 247

This passage of Scripture is the aged believer’s cordial. Let 
us look at the beautiful images employed.

God is our parent—a kind and tender-hearted par-
ent. he is peculiarly attached to his people; they are dear 
to him, precious in his sight. They are his portion. he 
prizes them above all creation. he is strong to sustain, to 
defend, and support them. his strong arm, tender heart, 
and watchful eye are all employed for them—and especially 
so in old age.

The aged believer is as a child. he is weak. he feels 
exposed and defenseless. he is timid and fearful. But the 
Lord, as a tender parent, engages to take him up in the 
arms of his power—and carry him in the bosom of his 
love! Like a tender lamb in the shepherd’s bosom on a cold 
and frosty night, borne across a bleak and snow-covered 
wasteland, so the believer, in the winter of old age, shall 
be carried in the bosom of his God across the bleak and 
cheerless desert of time.

God will carry him tenderly, hushing the weak one’s 
fears. he will bear him carefully so that nothing shall harm 
or hurt him. he will soothe him with gentle words and 
encourage him with kind acts until he safely introduces 
him at home!

Dear aged Christian, you have nothing to fear! Your God 
says, “I will be your God throughout your lifetime—until 
your hair is white with age! I am your Father, your Friend, 
your solace, and your confidence! Look unto Me—even to 
old age, I will carry you. I will bear you up under all that you 
feel and fear. I will carry you through all that discourages or 
distresses you. I will deliver you from foes, fears, dangers, 

and death itself! Nothing shall by any means hurt you! My 
arm is strong enough—trust in it. My bosom is your resting-
place—lean on it, lean hard! Do not be afraid; love dwells 
there, pity rules there, your name is engraved there! Trust 
Me, I will never leave you nor forsake you!”

“hearken!” Believer, your God bids you to “hearken.” 
his words are true and faithful. he speaks to banish your 
fears. he speaks to strengthen your faith. he speaks to 
comfort your poor drooping heart. he speaks to clothe your 
care-worn brow with the light of hope, with the cheerful-
ness which confidence imparts.

hearken to him—not to unbelief!  
hearken to him—not to carnal reason!  
hearken to him—not to Satan!  
hearken to him—not to erroneous men!  
hearken, it is your Savior who speaks;  
it is the Guide of your youth who addresses you;  
it is your tender Parent who seeks to cheer your heart.

“As one whom his mother comforts”—so does your God  
  comfort you.  
he is near you—near you every moment;  
he will carry you—carry you every step;  
he will deliver you—deliver you from every danger,  
  trouble, and foe!

Rev. James Smith, a nineteeth-century pastor in England, is best known for his 
The Believer’s Daily Remembrancer, from which this article is adapted.

Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel,  
which are borne by me from the belly, which are carried from the womb:  

and even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you:  
I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you. 

—IsAIAh 46:3  –4

JAmes smIThPractical christianity  •



How could God punish Adam over such a little 
thing as eating a piece of fruit?
When Adam and his wife took the fruit from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, it was a very serious sin (Gen. 
2:16–17; 3:1–6). It was not the fruit that made it so bad as 
what eating the fruit said about what they thought of God 
and how they treated him.

First, God had generously given them every other tree 
in the garden to eat from. It was easy for them not to eat 
from just one tree when everything else was theirs. To eat 
it was to say, “God has withheld something good from us.”

Second, God had commanded them not to eat of that 
one tree. To eat that fruit was to say, “I don’t have to obey 
God. he’s not my boss! he’s not my Lord!” 

Third, God had warned them that eating the fruit would 
bring death. Adam knew God’s Word. When he disobeyed 
him, he said, “God is a liar. I don’t believe him.”

Fourth, God was Adam’s friend, walking and talking 
with him in the garden. When Adam ate the fruit, he was 
saying, “I would rather have a piece of fruit instead of God. 
I love God’s creation more than God.”

Fifth, God was Adam’s teacher and guide. But Adam 
took the fruit because he believed it would make him wise. 
his action shouted, “I will not listen to God’s wisdom. I will 
have my own wisdom!”

So, you see, eating a little fruit in this case was a seri-
ous insult to God. In this one action Adam denied God’s 
goodness, authority, truthfulness, worth, and wisdom. he 

utterly rejected God and broke covenant with him. It was 
perfectly just and fair for God to punish Adam for this 
horrible sin.

Isn’t it unfair that I’m a sinner because Adam 
and Eve sinned? I think I would have done a 
better job, frankly!
First, we must never presume to judge God. Who are we 
to tell God that he is unfair? Our tiny minds cannot grasp 
his wisdom; our corrupt hearts cannot fathom his jus-
tice. Though we might sinfully want to question his jus-
tice, when we see his glory we will put our hands over our 
mouths and say with Job, “Therefore have I uttered that I 
understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew 
not” (Job 42:3).

Second, do you really think you could have done better 
than Adam? Consider the great advantages God gave the 
first man. he was the image of God, formed “very good” 
with f lawless knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, and 
dominion over the creatures (Gen. 1:26, 31; Eph. 4:24; Col. 
3:10). Adam’s intelligence and moral purity were stunning. 
What better champion could the human race ask to repre-
sent them?

Furthermore, God put Adam in a perfect place, with all 
his needs and desires met and a fulfilling job to do (Gen. 2). 
Adam walked and talked with God. And God did not require 
Adam to do some great, heroic thing, but only commanded 
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him not to eat of one tree’s fruit. Isn’t it arrogant to think that 
we could have done better?

One day a man complained to his pastor that he would 
have done better than Adam. The pastor invited him over 
to his house. Then he said, “I need to leave for a while, 
so please make yourself at home. You can use and enjoy 
anything in my home. Just please do not open this small 
box on the table.” After the minister left, the man walked 
around the house but kept coming back to the small box on 
the table. What was in it? he opened it just a bit. A mouse 
jumped out! When the minister returned home, he opened 
the box, and then said, “I don’t think you would have done 
better than Adam.”

Third, if it is unfair for Adam’s sin to be counted against 
those one with him, then it is also unfair for Christ’s righ-
teousness to be counted to those one with him. In other 
words, if we reject the Fall of Adam as the cause of our 
condemnation, then we have no basis to accept the obedi-
ence of Christ as the cause of our salvation.

But Paul accepts both and joins them together: “For as 
by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous” (Rom. 
5:19). For the sake of the gospel, we must accept the fact that 
God can justly appoint one man to represent others within 
his covenants. Otherwise, we lose our hope that Christ can 
save us just as Adam lost us.

How do you know what is true, biblical religion?
If it is biblical, then the Bible must be the foundation of 
its teachings and worship. True religion must always ask, 
“What has God said in his Word?” and not, “What does 
man think is good and wise?” For God is true, but men are 
corrupt liars (Ps. 58:3; Rom. 3:4). True religion does not 
worship God by things people made up, but offers to God 
what he commands.

The heidelberg Catechism (Q. 2) does an excellent job 
telling us the core of biblical religion. It says that in order 
to “live and die happily” in the comfort of Jesus Christ it 
is necessary to know three things: “the first, how great 
my sins and miseries are (1 Cor. 6:10–11; John 9:41; Rom. 
3:10, 19); the second, how I may be delivered from all my 

sins and miseries (John 17:3); the third, how I shall express 
my gratitude to God for such deliverance (Eph. 5:8–10).” 
These three things still stand as defining marks of the 
true religion.

First, true religion deals honestly with the sad condition 
of man. We must know ourselves as lost and needy sinners 
(Ps. 51). We must reject the lies that tell us to believe in 
ourselves and find our pride and joy in human accomplish-
ments (Jer. 9:23; 17:5–6). If you want to find a true church, 
look for a congregation that will tell you that you are a hell-
deserving sinner who must be saved from the wrath of God 
(Rom. 1:18; 2:5; 3:9–20).

Second, true religion teaches us that God saves sinners 
through Christ alone by a Spirit-worked faith. False reli-
gions, whether they call themselves Christian or some other 
faith, make our salvation and happiness depend ultimately 
on man’s works. But the good news of the Bible is that the 
Father sent the Son to redeem sinners, and the Father and 
the Son send the Spirit to apply that redemption to our lives 
(Gal. 1:4–5; 3:13–14; 4:4–6).

Biblical Christianity is obsessed with Jesus Christ, and 
glories in salvation by grace alone (Eph. 2:8–9; Phil. 3:3). 
Christ alone is our righteousness before God, and we are 
justified by faith alone, not our goodness (Gal. 2:16).

Third, true religion calls men to live for God in response 
to God’s mercies in Christ. We must present all that we 
are and all that we have to God as a living sacrifice (Rom. 
12:1). Even though it’s popular to ignore God’s laws, true 
Christians love the laws of their Lord (Ps. 119:97, 113–114, 
163–165). They delight to obey the commandments of 
their Savior, even as they grieve over the sin that remains 
in them (John 14:15; Rom. 7:24–25). This is the life of 
freedom, for the holy Spirit sets them free from sin and 
death (Rom. 8:2) to keep the perfect law of liberty (Ezek. 
36:27; James 1:25).

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.

OCTOBER 2012 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 249

CHildren’s Questions answered 
dr. Joel r. Beeke



It all started a awhile ago when a bag of candy that had no 
name or note was left in our mailbox. Then, a few days later, I 
noticed colorful packaging sticking out of the mailbox. Mov-
ing closer, I discovered two boxes of candy and three packets 
of Kit Kats. Again, no name, no note. hmmmm?

When I brought the booty into the house, the kids got 
very excited, first at the candy, then at the mystery.

“Where did you get that, Dad?” they asked.
“I found it in the mailbox,” I replied.
“Who put it there?”
“I have no idea. There’s no note, no name, nothing.”
“DAAAAD! You put it there, didn’t you?”
“I didn’t, honestly.”
Their cynicism eventually gave way to faith in my inno-

cence, and the investigation moved to “Well, if it wasn’t Dad, 
who was it?”

The neighborhood was mentally scoured. “Well, they 
wouldn’t do it; he certainly wouldn’t do it; she might have 
done it…,” and so on.

Eventually, my wife said, “Maybe it’s a Christian who just 
wants to bless you without you knowing his name.”

“But why would anyone want to do that?” asked my young 
daughter.

“Well,” said my wife, “some Christians like to give things 
to other people without letting everyone know about it.”

“That’s dumb,” was the response.
There you go. Did she not just blurt out what so many 

of us really think? It’s dumb to do good and tell no one. 
What was that verse about “Out of the mouth of babies and 
infants…” (Ps. 8:2)?

But doing good without tooting your horn is not dumb. 
The wisest man that ever lived said it’s actually meant to be 
the norm: “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ 
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father in heaven” (Matt. 6:1).

It’s never been easier to live so much of our lives “before 
other people…to be seen by them.” Blogs, Facebook, Twitter, 
and so on allow us to “livestream” every detail of our lives to 
multiple readers, friends, and followers. In fact, “sharing” has 
become such a “default” for us that, yes, not to share what 
we’ve done for others does seem “dumb.”

We witness, then we tweet about it. We visit a sick senior, 
then we “share a prayer request.” We help a neighbor, then we 

sprint to update our status. We even have to offer live updates 
when hearing God’s Word. Living coram deo (“before the face 
of God”) is no longer the pinnacle of Christian experience; 
rather, it’s living coram mundus (“before the face of the world”).

Ask yourself: When was the last time I did anything 
worthwhile and told no one about it? When was the last time 
I visited a lonely person and didn’t drop it into the next con-
versation I had? When was the last time I shared the gospel 
and didn’t share that I shared the gospel?

how about we try to strengthen the ancient virtue of 
doing good without telling the world about it? Try to do one 
good thing a day and tell no one about it. Once we can lift 
that without screaming, let’s add another weighty but secret 
good deed, then another, then another, and so on. It’s going 
to be hard at first. It’s going to feel very alien to do something 
without others knowing about it. Does a good deed exist if 
no one knows about it?

But let me offer a warning and an incentive to help us 
through the pain barrier. The warning first: Let’s remember 
that every time we do something good and tell everybody, 
we “will have no reward from [our] Father who is in heaven.” 
So we’ve got a choice: a few seconds of sinners’ “likes” and 
“retweets” on earth or an eternal reward from God in heaven.

The incentive? Sometimes it can be very hard to persevere 
in well-doing when no one else ever sees or knows. But, Jesus 
assures us, “Thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall 
reward thee openly” (Matt. 6:4). What an encouraging prom-
ise. My Father sees, my Father knows, and my Father will 
reward me. Divine love instead of Facebook “likes.”

So, the next time you do something commendable and you’re 
tempted to reach for your smartphone or computer to “share,” 
ask yourself: “Am I sacrificing a divine reward from my Father 
in heaven for the sake of a few seconds of social media fame?”

And by the way, our young female detectives solved the 
mystery within twenty-four hours. Some door-to-door work 
eventually revealed that every neighbor had been similarly 
blessed with bags and boxes of anonymous candy. Well, not 
every neighbor, because they eventually found a house with-
out candy, the house of a lady neighbor whose boyfriend 
works for a candy company.

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article is 
reprinted from TableTalk.
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The great central truth of the religion of sinners relates 
to the person, character, work, sufferings, offices, and 
glory of Jesus Christ. These are vital in Christianity. As 
one is sound or corrupt here, so is he substantially right 
or wrong in the main. Both now and in the Last Day, 
the great question in determining character and destiny 
is the same: “What think ye of Christ?” (Matt. 22:42).

On this subject, the controversy is old…. All the 
friends of God have at heart been on one side and all 
his enemies substantially on the other—if not openly, 
yet secretly; if not by profession, yet in practice. For 
eighteen hundred years, a large portion of all the her-
esies that have arisen have related to the Person or 
work of Christ. Infidelity is most bitter against Christ, 
while piety feeds upon the truth of which he is the 
sum. Many scoff and more refuse, while some admire 
and adore. Some obey; others cry, “We will not have 
this man to reign over us” (Luke 19:14). In no age has 
malice against Christ been more envenomed than in 
the present.

Jesus Christ is a wonderful, a glorious Person! To 
look away from self and one’s own works to Christ is 
to lay hold on eternal life. Safety consists in f leeing to 
him and abiding in him. When he is in the ascendant, 
the night f lees away and the morning comes without 
clouds. his names and titles are as important as they 
are significant. Every one of them is as ointment poured 
forth. his lips drop as the honeycomb. honey and milk 
are under his tongue, and the smell of his garments 
is like the smell of Lebanon…. To [his people] he is 
altogether lovely (Song 4:11; 5:16).

he is their Advocate, the angel of the covenant, 
the author and finisher of faith. he is as the apple tree 
among the trees of the wood; the Alpha and the Omega; 
the Beloved, the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, the 
bread of life, the righteous Branch, the Bridegroom, the 
brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image 
of his Person. he is a bundle of myrrh.

To his saints, he is and is owned to be Creator, cap-
tain, Counsellor, covenant, cornerstone, a covert from 
the tempest, and the chiefest among ten thousand. he 
is to them as the dew, the door into the fold, a daysman, 
a day star, a deliverer, a diadem, and the desire of all 
nations, ranks, and generations of pious men.

In their eyes, he is the Elect, Emmanuel, the ever-
lasting Father and eternal life. he is the Fountain of 
living waters to thirst souls, of joy to troubled souls, of 
life to dying souls. he is the foundation on which his 
people of all ages safely build their hopes of heaven. 
he is the Father of eternity, the fir tree under whose 
shadow the saints rejoice, the First and the Last, the 
first fruits of the greatest harvest ever gathered, the 
firstborn among many brethren and the first-begotten 
from the dead.

To his chosen, he is as the finest gold, a guide, a 
governor, a glorious Lord, God, the true God, God over 
all blessed forever. he is the head of the Church, the 
health, the hope, the husband, the heritage, the habita-
tion of his people. he is the horn of their salvation. 
he rides upon the heavens by his name JAh! he is the 
Jehovah, the inheritance, Judge, and King of his saints. 
he is their light, their life, their Lord, their leader, their 
Lawgiver, their atoning lamb, the Lily of the Valley, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah.

he is the Man Christ Jesus, the Master, the Medi-
ator, the messenger of the covenant, the minister of 
the true sanctuary, “which the Lord pitched, and not 
man” (heb. 8:2). he is the mighty God of Isaiah…the 
bright and morning star of John, and the Messiah of all  
the prophets.

he is the “only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). he is at once the root and the 
offspring of David. he is the Peace, the prince, the 
priest, the prophet, the potentate, the purifier, the pro-
pitiation for our sins, the physician of souls, the plant of 
renown, the power of God unto salvation, the Passover 
of all saints. he is a polished shaft in the quiver of God.

he is the Rock, the refuge, the ruler, the ransom, 
the refiner, the Redeemer, the righteousness, and the 
resurrection of all who walk in white. he is the rose 
of Sharon. he is the seed of the woman, the seed of 
Abraham, the seed of David, the stem of Jesse, the 
Son of God, the Son of Man, the shield, the strength, 
the surety, the Shiloh, the sacrifice, the sanctuary, the 
salvation, the sanctification, and the Sun of righteous-
ness to all believers.

he is that holy thing that was born of Mary (Luke 
1:35). he is the truth, the treasure, the teacher, the 

All in All
Christ Is
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temple, the tree of life, the great testator of his Church. 
he is the Way, the well of salvation, the Word of God, the 
wisdom of God, the faithful witness. he is called Wonder-
ful (Isa. 9:6).

his person is one; his natures are two. he is both human 
and divine, finite and infinite, created and uncreated. he 
was before Abraham, though not born for ages after that 
patriarch slept with his fathers. he was dead; and behold, 
he is alive for evermore (Rev. 1:18).

On earth, he had not where to lay his head; yet he dis-
poses of all diadems. By him, kings rule and princes decree 
justice. he has the arm of God and the heart of a brother. 
To him all tongues shall confess 
and all knees bow, “yet learned 
he obedience by the things which 
he suffered” (heb. 5:8). None 
loves like him, none pities like 
him, none saves like him!

It is not surprising that such 
a person lives and reigns in the 
hearts of his people. No marvel 
that the virgins love him, the 
saints praise him, the martyrs 
die for him, and the confessors 
are not ashamed of him. The 
believing lay fast hold of him and 
will not let him go. his frown 
shakes the frame of universal 
nature, his smile gives life, his 
presence converts dungeons into 
palaces, his blood cleanses from 
all sin, and his righteousness is 
the white robe of the redeemed.

If men would be safe, wise, 
holy, happy, useful, strong, or 
victorious, let them look to Jesus; 
let them look to no one else. Let 
them walk in him, abide in him, 
glory in him, and count as loss 
all things besides.

You may look at the Law until the spirit of bondage 
overwhelms you with terrors and torments. You may go 
about to establish your own righteousness until you can 
boast, sin, and perish like a Pharisee. You may weep until 
the fountain of your tears has gone dry. You may have all 
gifts, understand all mysteries, bestow all your goods to 
feed the poor, and yield your body to be burned (2 Cor. 
13:2–3); but all these things will not atone for sin, will do 
nothing toward regaining the lost favor of God, will not 
make you meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 
“None but Christ, none but Christ, none but Christ!” has 

been the cry of the faithful witnesses of all ages when truth 
has triumphed, when oracles were struck dumb, when sin-
ners were converted, when saints shouted for joy, when the 
Word of God mightily grew and prevailed!

True piety begins, continues, and is perfected by our 
union with Christ. We are cleansed through his blood, we 
are clothed in his righteousness, and we are purified by 
his Spirit. We meet the demands of the Law of this day of 
grace when we walk as he walked and have the same mind 
that was in him. In proportion as men are truly pious, 
they make him the foundation and the top stone, the sum 
and substance, and center of all their hopes and rejoic-

ings before God. he is accepted 
and believed on in the world, not 
merely because there is no other 
Savior, but because his way of 
saving sinners precisely suits 
their case and because it brings 
glory to God in the highest. The 
true believer not only trusts in 
Christ but also makes his boast 
in him. he not only makes men-
tion of him, he admits none 
into comparison with him. To 
all the ends, parts, and purposes 
of salvation, Christ stands alone. 
There is none like him, there 
is none with him, there is none 
before him, there is none after 
him, and there is none beside 
him. he had no predecessor; he 
has and shall have no successor. 
he has no vicegerent; he has no 
assistant; he wears an undivided 
crown and wields a perfect sov-
ereignty over an undivided king-
dom. If God’s people exalt him 
above all others, so does his holy 
and eternal Father. If they crown 
him Lord of all, God also hath 

highly exalted him and given him a name that is above 
every name. If they surpassingly admire and extol him, 
there is cause for this preference. It is a holy, reasonable 
thing to fall before him and cry, “My Lord and my God” 
(John 20:28). If he is the delight of the sons of men, he is 
also the delight of his Father. Listen to the voice from the 
excellent glory: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matt. 3:17).

We sadly err when we begin in the Spirit and end in the 
f lesh; when we regard Christ as the Author, but not as the 
Finisher, of our faith. A legal spirit is the bane of piety. It 
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is as great a foe to holy comfort as it is to gospel grace. 
Through the Law, believers are dead to the Law that 
they may live unto God (Gal. 2:19). This is the evan-
gelical plan. here is the secret of growing conformity 
to God. here is power, here is life, here is wisdom. We 
are complete in him.

In the wars of opinion, the greatest contests ever 
known have been on the question whether Christ is the 
sole and sufficient cause of salvation to men. Strange 
that any who have God’s Word should be at a loss on 
this subject. The language of Scripture could not be 
clearer: “Christ is the end of the law for righteous-
ness to every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). This 
is the sum of inspired teachings on the subject. This 
doctrine is quite beyond the suggestion of human wit, 
but wholly accordant with right reason. The gospel is 
not the progeny of human wisdom, but it is the proper 
remedy for human woes. The heart of man is strongly 
wedded to a plan that will not abase pride nor silence 
boasting. Although in regeneration folly is so far cured 
that the soul reclines upon Jesus, yet even the converted 
sometimes fall into sad declensions and lose their clear 
and lively apprehensions of the one way of salvation 
provided by God. Then follow darkness, dejection, and 
strange perplexities. They are then “bewitched” (Gal. 
3:1) and obey not the truth.

Christ is our life: severed from him, we are with-
ered branches. It is only when Christ is clearly seen and 
cordially embraced that our peace is like a river and 
our righteousness like the waves of the sea. The entire 
Christian race is run by pressing towards the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. All 
the acts of faith are the fruit of the Spirit; the object of 
them all is the person of the Lord Jesus Christ; the war-
rant of them all is the promise of God, the [call] of the 
gospel: and while they utterly renounce self, they bring 
Christ into the soul, the hope of glory.

Oh, that men would learn that Mount Sinai is far 
from Jerusalem, and that Calvary is hard by it. The 
nearer we are to the Law as a covenant of life, the far-
ther we are from Christ, from deliverance. The hosts of 
saints who have finished their course and gone home to 
God all found in themselves sin, guilt, folly, misery, and 
helplessness, while in him were hid all the treasures of 
wisdom, grace, and glory….

This subject suggests a few remarks to two classes 
of persons:

1. To Christians: In believing on Christ, you acted 
wisely. Exquisite suffering for him is better than 
exquisite enjoyment with the world. It is better to be 

a prisoner for him than a prince without him. To die 
in Christ is to fall asleep in Jesus and be forever with 
the Lord. hold fast your profession of his name. Stick 
to him, stand up for him, live unto him, look to 
him, be ready to die for him, let your desires center 
in him, let your motives to holy living be drawn from 
him, let your sorrows be sanctified by him, let your 
joys be heightened, chastened, sweetened by him! Keep 
to him alone. We are as much bound to believe that 
there is but one Mediator as that there is but one God 
(1 Tim. 2:5). None else can do us any good. Devotion 
to Christ cannot be excessive. Many love, serve, trust, 
and praise him too little; but whoever loved, served, 
trusted, or praised him too much? “There is no love of 
duty where there is no love to Christ.”

2. To such as have not f led to Christ and are yet in 
their sins: Will you not embrace the Savior? If Christ 
shall not be taken as your Surety, you must pay your 
own debt. Despise not his cross. It is the life of men. 
By wicked men, it was designed to be and is still 
esteemed the seal of infamy, the badge of ignominy. 
Christ crucif ied was to the Jews a stumbling block 
and to the Greeks foolishness. But see to it that ye 
follow not their wicked ways. Come to Christ! he 
died for sinners; he offered himself without spot to 
God, a ransom for many, a sweet-smelling savor. Cast 
yourselves upon him. Believe in him, and the Law 
has no more penal demands against you. Believe in 
him, and God will accept you in the Beloved. Believe 
in him, and your right to the tree of life is at once 
complete. Believe in him, and the sting of death is 
extracted. Believe in him, and you shall have part in 
the first resurrection. Believe in him, and you shall 
have boldness in the Day of Judgment. But reject him 
a little longer, and your heart will be harder than it is 
now. Reject him a little longer, and the call to light 
and life will reach you no more. Reject him a little 
longer, and the day of grace will be gone forever. Reject 
him a little longer, and you will awake to shame and 
everlasting contempt. “There is a fearful chasm in the 
heart that has no love to Christ.”

Rev. William S. Plumer (1801–1880) was a well-known Southern minister 
and prolific writer, who spent the last fourteen years of his life as a theologi-
cal professor at Columbia, South Carolina.
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For many Christians, prayer has become a series of per-
sonal petitions, punctuated by multiple vocatives with an 
“Amen” preceded by “in Jesus’ name.” The vocabulary of 
prayer has degenerated to verbal pauses and thoughtless 
expressions. hebrews 4:14 explains the logic of prayer, spe-
cifically the logic of praying in Jesus’ name. We have access 
to the gracious throne because we have a Great high Priest 
who knows us intimately, has passed through the heavens, 
and sits exalted as our Intercessor and Mediator. Under 
his guidance we may approach God boldly, knowing that 
because Christ is who he is, nothing we ask in his name 
according to his will can be denied because there is noth-
ing the Father will deny the Son. As our Great high Priest, 
Christ bears us so that the throne of judgment is for us a 
throne of grace. 

Much of what we know about Christ’s priestly minis-
try we learn from the object lessons, the picture proph-
ecies, in the Old Testament. Exodus 28 describes the 
garments of the high Priest that were for glory and 
beauty. Each of the seven specif ic garments or acces-
sories worn by Aaron, the f irst high Priest, illustrates 
some aspect of the priestly work and points to Christ the 
ideal high Priest who fulf illed that ministry perfectly 
and f inally. Of the seven items, three stand out espe-
cially: the ephod, the breastplate, and the crown. The 
word “bear” occurs in connection with these garments and 
suggests some remarkable truths about Christ’s priestly 
work that justif ies our boldness before God’s throne  

(vv. 12, 29, 38). Every day when Aaron dressed for work, 
he was a walking sermon, a living prophecy of what Christ 
does. When the people looked at Aaron all dressed up, 
they were to ref lect on the visible message and learn the 
spiritual truth that corresponded and pointed to the Ideal 
high Priest. In ideal reality, Christ is dressed for the work 
he does for his people.

Ephod:  
Christ has the Might to Uphold Us
The ephod was a short garment of two pieces joined 
together hanging from the shoulders to the waist. Made 
of fine linen colored with blue, purple, and scarlet, it sym-
bolized purity, royalty, and sacrifice. But most significant 
were the two onyx stones set in the gold sockets on the 
shoulders. On the two stones were engraved the names of 
the tribes of Israel, six listed on each stone. Aaron was to 
bear these names on his shoulders as a memorial before 
the Lord (28:12). Everywhere that Aaron went doing his 
priestly tasks, he carried the covenant people he repre-
sented with him. The lesson of the picture points wonder-
fully to Christ. The shoulders are the place of power and 
strength; so Christ has the sufficient strength, power, and 
ability to uphold us and all of our concerns in the very 
presence of God, where he ever lives to intercede for us. 
On his omnipotent shoulders, he bears us and carries us 
to the holy Place. When Christ, our high Priest, passed 
through the heavens, he triumphantly carried his people 
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with him. We have burdens that so often weigh us down, 
but we should without hesitation cast our burdens upon 
him. By virtue of his bearing us on his shoulders, he is 
already bearing the load of our burden. It is foolish for us 
to hang on to the burden, when he already bears it. he 
has the might, and he will never let us down.

Breastplate:  
Christ has the MerCy to plead for Us
The breastplate was made of fine linen doubled over to 
make a pouch and was held in position by gold chains and 
blue lace hanging over the ephod. Most significant were 
the four rows of twelve precious jewels, each inscribed with 
a tribe’s name. Wearing the breastplate, Aaron bore the 
names of the people over his heart when he ministered in 
the holy place (28:29). The picture is clear since the heart 
is the place of love, mercy, pity, compassion, and sympathy. 
The point of the picture is amazing as it directs our gaze to 
Christ. As our high Priest, he is touched with the feeling 
of our infirmity. he knows us, loves us, feels for us, and 
pleads mercy for us. he purchased us, and we are precious 
to him. Christ bears our names upon his heart, and with 
tender thoughts toward us, he is in God’s presence to 
intercede for us. his heart for us turns the judgment throne 
into the mercy throne where we find all the help and grace 
we need. There are times when we feel so alone with our 
problems and trials that we convince ourselves that nobody 
cares. Does Jesus care? O yes, he cares because he holds 
us near his heart.

The Holy Crown:  
Christ has the Merit to present Us
The mitre was a turban-like headdress, the most notice-
able feature being the plate of pure gold on the front with 
the inscription, “hOLINESS TO ThE LORD.” With 
this blazing message on his forehead, Aaron would bear 
the iniquity of the holy things so that the people would be 
accepted before the Lord (28:38). Sin makes man unworthy 
and incapable of approaching God, for without holiness no 
man can see God nor have any communion with him. But 
God saw holiness f lashing from the high Priest’s brow, 
and therefore accepted Aaron and those he bore on his 
shoulders and over his heart. The picture was vivid and 
points to our salvation. By ourselves, we have no merit 

to stand before the holy God. 
But as our high Priest, Christ 
bore the guilt of our iniquity 
in his propitiatory sacrif ice. 
In union with him, God 
accepts us on the merits of 
Christ’s righteousness imputed 
to us. As we rest on Christ’s 
mighty shoulders and repose 
over his tender heart, God 
sees us only through the f lash-
ing glory of his holiness. Our 
acceptance before the heavenly 
throne is perfect and complete 
in Christ. We are accepted in 
the Beloved. his merit is our 
only worth.

how one dresses is often 
an indication of one’s occupa-
tion. Many jobs require dis-
tinctive wardrobes appropriate 
for the tasks. Clothes do say 
something. That was dramati-
cally so with the work-clothes 
God designed for the high Priest for his service in the 
tabernacle. Every day he dressed in the beautiful, glorious 
garments, and every one that saw him knew what he was 
going to do that day. But as beautiful as Aaron’s work-
clothes were, they pale before the heavenly pattern they 
were designed to picture. So as we look at Aaron, with the 
eye of faith we are to see Jesus and consider what he has 
done and continues to do for us as our Great high Priest. 
If we believe that he bears us on his shoulders and over 
his heart and carries us into God’s presence in the light of 
his perfect holiness, then we will appeal to his precious 
and powerful name every time we seek to draw near to 
God in prayer or to engage in any other means of worship. 
Approaching God in Jesus’ name is not just empty formula; 
it is the only way to come. 

Dr. Michael Barrett is Academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament at Puri-
tan Reformed Theology Seminary. These thoughts are adapted from his book 
Beginning at Moses: A Guide to Finding Christ in the Old Testament, pp. 271–73.
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nicolaus copernicus (1473–1543), the astronomer who 
presented the mathematically based system of planets going 
around the sun: “To know the mighty works of God, to 
comprehend his wisdom and majesty and power; to appre-
ciate, in degree, the wonderful workings of his laws, surely 
all this must be pleasing and acceptable mode of worship to 
the Most high….”

Francis Bacon (1561–1627), the philosopher who estab-
lished the scientific method of inquiry based on experi-
mentation and inductive reasoning: “It is true, that a little 
philosophy inclineth man’s heart to Atheism, but depth 
in philosophy bringeth men’s mind about to religion; for 
while the mind of man looketh upon second causes scat-
tered, it may sometimes rest in them, and go no further; 
but when it beholdeth the chain of them confederate, and 
linked together, it must needs f ly to Providence and Deity.”

galileo galilei (1564–1642), the astronomer who, study-
ing the solar system, discovered that it was sun-centered: 
“When I ref lect on so many profoundly marvelous things 
that persons have grasped, sought, and done, I recognize 
even more clearly that human intelligence is a work of God, 
and one of the most excellent.”

Johannes Kepler (1571–1630), the mathematician and 
astronomer who discovered the laws of planetary motion 
about the sun and anticipated the later Newtonian concept 
of universal gravity: “The chief aim of all investigations of 
the external world should be to discover the rational order 
and harmony which has been imposed on it by God and 
which he revealed to us in the language of mathematics.” “I 
am a Christian…. I believe only and alone…in the service 
of Jesus Christ…in him is all refuge, all solace.”
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Great and Famous Scientists  
Who Believed in God

To borrow a theme from John Piper’s classic book Let the Nations Be Glad!, evangelism isn’t the ultimate goal of the 
church: worship is. Evangelism exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not evangelism. Evangelism isn’t 
the end but a means to the end, which is God’s glorious rescue of his people to know him truly, worship him purely, 
enjoy him fully, and glorify him eternally. We evangelize in order that God might gather for himself worshipers 
from every tribe, tongue, and nation for his glory. Evangelism is a temporary necessity, but worship abides forever.

Although we certainly need to be disciplined in our knowledge of the gospel and equipped to proclaim the gospel, we 
must not forget that gospel proclamation isn’t first and foremost a program—it’s a way of life. It’s not something we only 
do on a particular day of the week when our schedules allow it; it’s something we do every day of our lives. Like children 
who cannot help but express their tender love for their mother and father, or like a married couple who cannot help but 
express their love for each other in daily words and deeds, we are the born-again, adopted children of God. Moreover, we 
are the redeemed bride of Christ who cannot help but proclaim the beautifully adorned narrow way, the liberating truth, 
and the abundant life that all men in all nations can have when they put their trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation.

The life of the Christian is the daily life of gospel proclamation to our own stubborn hearts when we sin; to our 
spouses whenever they need to hear our repentance and God’s forgiveness in Christ; to our children whenever we disci-
pline them and point them to their desperate need for Christ; and to our coworkers, colleagues, classmates, communities, 
and to the ends of the earth. We don’t just enter the mission field when we drive out of our church parking lots each 
Lord’s Day; we enter the mission field when we get out of bed each morning. Our proclamation of the gospel takes 
place around the kitchen table in our homes, across the tracks in our communities, and around the world—wherever 
God has us presently and wherever he might call us in the future.

God has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light and has now called us to go into the darkness and 
shine, being always ready to give an answer to anyone who asks us a reason for the hope within us, with gentleness 
and respect (1 Peter 3:15). For those whom the Spirit is seeking will, indeed, be found as we ref lect Christ’s light by 
following him in his mission to a dark and hell-bound world. They will see our good works and they will ask, so let 
us be ready to proclaim the gospel that they might give all glory to God.

Burk Parsons is editor of Tabletalk magazine and an associate minister at Saint Andrew’s in Sanford, Florida.

Rev. Malcolm Watts

Evangelism for God’s Glory Burk Parsons

Church History

Evangelism



isaac newton (1642–1727), the mathematician, physicist, 
and astronomer who discovered the law of gravitation: “The 
most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets, could 
only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelli-
gent and powerful Being. The Being governs all things, not 
as the soul of the world, but as Lord over all; and on account 
of his dominion he is wont to be called Lord God.” “Atheism 
is so senseless. When I look at the solar system, I see the 
earth at the right distance from the sun to receive the proper 
amounts of heat and light. This did not happen by chance.”

David Brewster (1781–1868), experimental physicist and 
inventor, noted for his studies of the polarization of light: 
“Although every part of the human frame has been fash-
ioned by the same Divine hand and exhibits the most mar-
velous and beneficent adaptions for the use of men, the 
human eye stands pre-eminent above them all as the light 
of the body, and the organ by which we become acquainted 
with the minutest and nearest, the largest and most remote 
of the Creator’s work.”

michael Faraday (1791–1867), the physicist and chemist 
who discovered electromagnetic induction and invented the 
electric generator for the production of electricity: “The 
book of nature which we have to read is written by the fin-
ger of God.” Asked by a reporter about his “speculation,” 
he replied, “Speculations? I have none. I am resting on cer-
tainties. ‘I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.’” “My worldly faculties are slipping 
away day by day…. As they ebb, may they leave us as little 
children, trusting in the Father of Mercies and accepting 
his unspeakable gift. I bow before him who is Lord of all.”

samuel morse (1791–1872), the inventor of the electric 
telegraph and the Morse Code: “It [his life’s work] is his 
work…. ‘Not unto us, but to thy name, O Lord, be all the 
praise.’ ” “he alone could have carried me…through all my 
trials.” “The nearer I approach to the end of my pilgrim-
age…the grandeur and sublimity of God’s remedy for fallen 
man are more appreciated.”

James Prescott Joule (1818–1869), the physicist who 
discovered energy conservation, giving rise to the dis-
cipline known as thermodynamics: “Order is manifestly 
maintained in the universe…. The entire machinery, com-
plicated as it is, works smoothly and harmoniously…the 
whole being governed by the sovereign will of God.” “It is 
evident that an acquaintance with natural laws means no 
less than an acquaintance with the mind of God therein 
expressed.” “After the knowledge of, and obedience to the 
will of God, the next aim must be to know something of 
his attributes or wisdom, power and goodness as evidenced 
by his handiwork.”

louis Pasteur (1822–1895), the chemist and bacteriologist 
who discovered that fermentation was caused by microor-
ganisms which led to the process of pasteurization: “The 
more I study nature, the more I stand amazed at the work 
of the Creator.”

William Thomson [lord Kelvin] (1824–1907), the physicist 
who invented the Kelvin scale and, in electricity, pioneered 
undersea telegraphy: “With regard to the origin of life, sci-
ence…positively affirms creative power.” “Overwhelmingly 
strong proofs of intelligent and benevolent design (are) 
around us…. The atheistic idea is so nonsensical that I 
cannot put it into words.”

James clerk maxwell (1831–1879), a mathematician and 
physicist who developed the electromagnetic theory, dem-
onstrated that magnetism, electricity, and light were mani-
festations of the same fundamental laws, and also helped to 
demonstrate color photography: “Almighty God, who hast 
created man in thine own image, and made him a living soul 
that he might seek after thee and have dominion over thy 
creatures, teach us to study the works of thy hands, that we 
may subdue the earth to our use, and strengthen the reason 
for thy service; so to receive thy blessed Word, that we may 
believe on him whom thou hast sent, to give us the knowl-
edge of salvation and the remission of our sins. All of which 
we ask in the name of the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.”

John ambrose Fleming (1849–1945), the electrical engi-
neer who invented the thermionic valve and pioneered work 
in electronics and the application of electricity for lighting 
and heating: “It is disastrous to the ethical development or 
spiritual life of the young and uneducated to lead them to 
believe that ‘men are descended from monkeys’; or that ‘the 
chimpanzee or gorilla are man’s nearest relative.’ ” “There is 
abundant evidence that the Bible, though written by men, is 
not the product of the human mind. By countless multitudes 
it has always been revered as a communication to us from 
the Creator of the Universe.”

Werhner von Braun (1912–1977), a pioneer in space explo-
ration and developer of Saturn V for the Apollo space pro-
gram and the one who masterminded the moon landing 
missions: “An outlook…as the vast mysteries of the universe 
should only confirm our belief in the certainty of its Cre-
ator.” “There are those who argue that the universe evolved 
out of a random process, but what random process could 
produce the brain of man or the system of the human eye?” 
“Scientific concepts exist only in the minds of men. Behind 
these concepts lies the reality which is being revealed to us, 
but only by the grace of God.”

Rev. Malcolm Watts is pastor of Emmanuel Church in Salisbury, England and 
chairman of the Trinitarian Bible Society.
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Strong and Courageous: Joshua Simply Explained
John D. Currid
Building on the theme that God keeps his promises, 
this Welwyn commentary on Joshua looks at God’s 
faithfulness in giving Israel the Promised Land and 
his charge for them to be strong and courageous. The 
author applies these lessons to Christians today—to 
be strong and courageous regardless of circumstances, 

looking in hope to a heavenly inheritance that God has promised to give.
(EP, PB, 271 pgs) $19.00 | $14.25

What Is the Mission of the Church?
Kevin DeYoung, Greg Gilbert
Some people believe the answer to the title of this book 
is to confront injustice and alleviate suffering, others to 
proclaim the gospel. Despite the division, the authors 
believe that constructing a theology of missions upon 
the same categories and theological building blocks—
such as kingdom, gospel, and social justice—can unite 
and propel the church in its true mission.

(Crossway, PB, 283 pgs) $16.00 | $12.50
Be Still, My Soul: Embracing God’s Purpose  
and Provision in Suffering
Nancy Guthrie, ed.
Exploring suffering in light of God’s perspective, 
purpose, and provision, this book gathers essays and 
excerpts from classic and contemporary theologians, 

Bible teachers, and missionaries such as Martin Luther, John Calvin, 
Jonathan Edwards, D. A. Carson, and Corrie ten Boom.

(Crossway, PB, 175 pgs) $13.00 | $9.00
Charles Hodge: The Pride of Princeton
W. Andrew Hoffecker
This is the story of theologian Charles hodge (1797–
1878), regarded by many as the most significant 
American theologian of the nineteenth century. hodge 
drove forward the rapid growth of theological educa-
tion and contributed to Presbyterianism’s wide-ranging 
influence in public life, helping to define a distinctive 

ministerial model—the pastor-scholar.
(P&R, PB, 460 pgs) $20.00 | $14.00

A Born Again Episcopalian:  
The Evangelical Witness of Charles McIlvaine
Thomas Garrett Isham
“Charles Pettit McIlvaine, who lived from 1799–1873, 
embodied the evangelical creed of the nineteenth cen-
tury. A clear-thinking, intellectually rigorous Episco-
palian, he exemplified the deep emotional currents of 
revival and rebirth, of the ‘conviction of sin,’ of the 

need to be born again into new life. An aristocrat by birth and bearing 
and a bishop by consecration of the Episcopal Church, he knew himself 
to be a common sinner in God’s sight, as much in need of rescue as the 
folk to whom he ministered.” —From the author’s preface

(Solid Ground, PB, 285 pgs) $24.00 | $15.00
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Book Talk

4
4

258 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth OCTOBER 2012

The Glory of Grace:  
The Story of the Canons of Dort
William Boekestein; illustrated by Evan Hughes
An important confession of the Reformed 
churches for hundreds of years, the Canons of 
Dort teach clearly that salvation is by grace alone 
through Christ alone. Yet some people may find 
it an intimidating document and wonder why it 
was even written. In The Glory of Grace, William 
Boekestein and Evan hughes help our children 

understand the difficult challenges the churches in the Netherlands 
faced in the Arminians’ distortion of the gospel message. In this story 
about the Synod of Dort (1618), children will learn about the history 
and ideas that formed  the Canons of Dort and come to a greater 
appreciation of this great treasure of the Reformed faith and its empha-
sis on the glory of God in graciously saving sinners.

“Believers who cherish the biblical teaching of salvation by grace alone 
through the work of Christ alone will be pleased with the publication 
of this book. William Boekestein has done a fine service for children 
and their parents (and, I might add, grandparents) who want their chil-
dren to know the story of the preservation of this teaching by the great 
Synod of Dort in the early seventeenth century. May this book serve 
well in ‘shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done’ (Ps. 78:4).”

—Cornelis P. Venema, President, Mid-America Reformed  
Seminary, Dyer, Indiana, and author of But for the  

Grace of God: An Exposition of the Canons of Dort
(32 pages, hB) $10.00 | $7.50

A Journey toward Heaven:  
Daily Devotions from the Sermons  
of Jonathan Edwards
Edited by Dustin Benge
Among the vast body of Jonathan Edwards’s 
writings—characterized by rich doctrine, a clear 
and forceful style, a powerful depiction of God’s 
majesty, the sinfulness of sin, and Christ’s power 
to save—are his sermons, which contain tremen-
dous wisdom for Christian living. A Journey toward 

Heaven, a year’s worth of daily devotionals drawn from Edwards’s 
sermons, captures the true essence of this great preacher’s words and 
speaks personally to readers’ hearts. Unlike others in church history 
who have little to connect them to later generations, Edwards speaks 
across the centuries, as this book of daily readings well reveals, to chal-
lenge, edify, and touch your heart for the glory of God as you grow in 
holiness and conformity to Christ.

“Few figures in the history of the Christian church can rival Jonathan 
Edwards in terms of faithfulness and practical wisdom. The biblical 
worldview that drove Edwards into a life of such deep devotion is 
made accessible to all of us in A Journey Toward Heaven. We are deeply 
indebted to Dustin Benge for the work of mining the masterful ser-
mons of Jonathan Edwards for these wonderful and faithful insights.”

—R. Albert Mohler Jr., President, The Southern  
Baptist Theological Seminary

(392 pages, hB) $28.00 | $21.00
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Jay T. Collier & Joel R. Beeke

God’s Grand Design:  
The Theological Vision of Jonathan Edwards
Sean Michael Lucas
This book explores how Jonathan Edwards produced 
a comprehensive theology and history of the Chris-
tian life that begins and ends with God’s glory in cre-
ation and redemption. The author then shows how 
Edwards’s vision did not stop at redemption accom-
plished—it encompassed redemption applied in the 

life of the believer. (Crossway, PB, 224 pgs) $18.00 | $13.50

Foundations for the Flock:  
Truths about the Church for All the Saints
Conrad Mbewe
This collection of biblically based writings, produced 
amid the challenges of a quarter-century of pastoral 
ministry in Africa, addresses vital themes and issues in 
the church today, such as biblical church government, 
the Lord’s Supper, the role of women in the church, 

challenges in today’s pastoral ministry, worship in the church, and 
church and state relationships.

(Granted Ministries, hB, 384 pgs) $26.00 | $23.00

Defiant Grace:  
The Surprising Message and Mission of Jesus
Dane Ortlund
This study of Jesus’ message and mission from the 
four gospels basks in the good news—the unmea-
sured and free grace of God toward sinners that defies 
man’s sense of justice, moralism, religiosity, and self-
righteousness. (EP, PB, 139 pgs) $12.00 | $8.50

Holy Baptism: The Scriptural Riches  
and Realities of Infant Baptism
Gerald R. Procee
This defense of infant baptism is an expanded and re-
edited version of the out-of-print first edition (1998). 
This latest release includes augmented or revised sec-
tions handling topics such as Greek words, appropria-
tion of grace, children dying in infancy, and baptismal 
regeneration. It also includes a new chapter on the 

potentially confusing matter of baptism with the holy Spirit.
(Free Reformed, hB, 310 pgs) $24.00 | $18.00

7 Toxic Ideas Polluting Your Mind
Anthony Selvaggio
The world is full of non-Christian ideas that invade 
the minds of believers every day—sometimes without 
notice. This book examines seven particularly toxic 
ideas of our age—for example, consumerism or the 
love of the “new”—and seeks to help Christians pin-
point and deal with them.

(P&R, PB, 126 pgs) $12.00 | $8.00

What Is the Trinity? — R. C. Sproul
This Crucial Questions booklet carefully explains the 
doctrine of the Trinity, stressing that Christians wor-
ship one God who manifests himself in three distinct 
persons. It also looks at the chief errors on this doctrine 
and affirms that while the truth is difficult to under-
stand, it’s not contradictory to God’s Word.

(Reformation Trust, PB, 63 pgs) $5.00 | $3.75

His Blood Works — Alan Stibbs
The blood of Christ is mentioned more times in the 
New Testament than the cross or even the death of 
Christ. In this book, the author explains the signifi-
cance and meaning of blood in both the Old and New 
Testaments to help readers grasp the work of Christ—
particularly in his purposeful and effective sacrifice.

(Christian Focus, PB, 83 pgs) $6.00 | $4.50

Colossians & Philemon: So Walk in Him
John Woodhouse
In expounding these two epistles, the author invites the 
reader to hear a wonderful story of evangelism, church 
planting, and Christian growth. Showing the power 
of fellowship at work as a formerly useless slave and 
his master are brought together to work as brothers in 
the Lord, these letters shed light on life in Christ, not 
only for the first-century readers but also for us today.

(Christian Focus, PB, 318 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00
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In Ezekiel 37:1–14, we read about a strange vision. A vision 
is like a dream, except that it seems even more real. In this 
vision, God showed Ezekiel a valley scattered with many 
dry human bones. God did this not to frighten the prophet, 
but to teach him something very important. I want to study 
this vision with you and find one of the lessons God wanted 
to teach his servant. 

God asked him, “Can these bones live?” (Ezekiel 37:3). 
how would you answer that question? It was very clear that 
these bones belonged to people who had died long ago—the 
bones were very dry. They were scattered all over the val-
ley, so how could these bones become living people again? 
Ezekiel knew, however, that if God wanted to, he could 
raise these people from the dead, so he answered, “O Lord 
GOD, thou knowest” (Ezekiel 37:3b).

Next, God gave Ezekiel a strange command: “Prophesy 
to these bones.” To prophesy means to preach. Why would 
God command Ezekiel to preach to dead bones? Ezekiel, 
being a faithful prophet of God, did not question God but 
obeyed—and when he did, he was probably amazed to see 
something moving among these dry, scattered bones. The 
bones came together and then the f lesh covered the bones, 
and after that the skin. “But there was no breath in them” 
(Ezekiel 37:8b). They were still dead. 

Then God commanded his servant to prophesy to the 
wind. This is another strange command, but Ezekiel obeyed. 
he spoke to the wind, “Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live” (Ezekiel 37:9b). Do you think anything 
happened? Yes! “The breath came into them, and they lived” 
(Ezekiel 37:10). 

God told Ezekiel that the people of Israel were feeling 
hopeless—as far from help as these dry bones. They forgot 
that God is almighty and gracious and merciful. Read Eze-
kiel 37:11–14, and you will see the lovingkindness of God 
in his promises to Israel. 

Do you ever feel hopeless? Do you wonder if you will 
ever be saved? Do you feel as dead in sin as those dry bones? 
Perhaps you wonder if you will ever see any signs of life in 
your heart. 

As long as you try to bring life to your own heart, you 
will be disappointed. The dry bones in the valley would never 
be able to assemble themselves or will themselves to become 
living beings again. Only God can do that. This is the lesson 
God wants you to know: salvation comes only from him. You 
are dead in sin and you cannot raise yourself from the dead. 

God commanded Ezekiel to prophesy to the wind. The wind 
is the holy Spirit; he is the breath of God. he is essential to 
your salvation; without the holy Spirit’s breath in your heart, 
you cannot be saved. The Lord Jesus told Nicodemus: “Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Paul wrote, “Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Romans 8:9b).

But if we cannot raise ourselves to life and if we can-
not give ourselves the Spirit of God, then is our salvation 
hopeless? Not at all, children! It is only because salvation 
is the gift of God that anyone is saved at all. We are dead 
because of our own sin and because of the sin passed on to 
us through Adam and Eve. By nature, we are content in 
our sin and we do not desire God’s grace. It is only because 
God will show his glory in the salvation of spiritually dead 
sinners that anyone is raised to life. 

As in all parables or visions, there are some things that 
do not completely ref lect real life. You are not physically 
dead; you can fold your hands, close your eyes, and cry out to 
God for his holy Spirit to come and live in your heart. Tell 
him that you are spiritually dead and that you know you 
cannot bring yourself to life. Call out to the holy Spirit and 
ask him to bring you to life in Christ Jesus. Read your Bible 
and ask the holy Spirit to use it to bring spiritual life to your 
soul. Ask God to do as he has promised: And I “shall put 
my spirit in you, and ye shall live” (Ezekiel 37:14a). 

God wants you to ask for life: “Thus saith the Lord God; 
I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do 
it for them” (Ezekiel 36:37a). he wants to hear you calling 
out to him. Staying away from him means death, but cry-
ing for mercy will bring life. The Bible is full of promises 
to those who seek him (hebrews 11:6). Do not turn away 
from the gracious invitations in Scripture. You are spiritu-
ally dead, that is true, but there is life in the Lord Jesus 
Christ through the breath of the Spirit of life. Jesus said, 
“If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13). 

If you remain dead in your sin, and appear before God 
unsaved, it is not because you are like the dry bones in 
Ezekiel’s vision, but because you did not ask him (John 
5:40) for the breath of the holy Spirit. “And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, 
I will do it” (John 14:13–14).
Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For Our Children
Diana Kleyn
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reaDy TO MeeT GOD

story For Children

“have you ever talked with your niece about her soul’s salva-
tion?” the minister asked Daniel after church one Sunday 
morning. Daniel had explained that his niece, Rebecca, 
was visiting from far away. She was around the same age 
as his daughter, Sarah, and though the girls got along well 
together, Daniel could tell that their visitor was unhappy.

“Yes, I have,” Daniel replied. “Sometimes we all take a 
walk together—the girls, my wife, and I. We talk about the 
sermon on Sunday or about the Bible reading of the day, but 
it seems Rebecca is dead to the things of God. I try to draw 
her into the conversation, but I get no response from her.”

The minister listened thoughtfully. he had noticed the 
girl’s sad face as he preached that morning, and he prayed 
that the Lord would bless this child with his salvation. he 
silently asked God to reveal himself to her soul. 

That evening the minister preached on the parable of 
the ten girls (Matthew 25:1–13). Five of them were wise and 
prepared for the wedding feast; five of them were foolish 
and took no extra oil for their lamps. After the service, the 
minister spoke to Rebecca. “If the Lord Jesus were to come 
tonight, are you ready to meet him?”

The question seemed to strike home to her heart. her 
eyes filled with tears and she replied, “No.” Without another 
word, she turned and walked away.

Five days passed before the minister had the opportunity 
to speak to Rebecca again. “Last time I saw you I asked you 
a question,” the minister said. “I would like to ask you the 
same question: if the Lord Jesus were to come tonight, are 
you ready to meet him?”

Looking directly into the minister’s eyes, Rebecca replied 
solemnly, “Yes, I am.”

“But you told me the other evening that you were not 
ready to meet him,” protested the pastor.

“I was not ready then, but I am now,” the girl stated.
With a warm smile and a gratitude in his heart that 

the prayers for the girl had been heard, the minister asked 
Rebecca to tell him how this change occurred.

“When you asked me that question the first time,” began 
Rebecca, “I was not ready to give you an answer. So, when 
I lay in my bed, I thought, ‘I told that man that I am not 
ready to meet God. If I die I will be lost forever. I am lying 
in my bed as if nothing is wrong, but if I die tonight I will 
be in hell.’ I did not dare to fall asleep.”

“What did you do then?”

“I got down on my knees and told God that I was a 
wicked sinner and that I was afraid to go to sleep until I 
knew that I was saved. I thought I had been a good girl but I 
realized that I needed to have a new heart. I asked the Lord 
Jesus to give me a clean heart that loves him above all. I 
asked him to take me just as I was with all my sins because 
I couldn’t wash away my own sins.”

“Did God answer your prayers?”
“Yes, he did! As I was praying, that little verse came 

into my mind with power: ‘The blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7). It was just what 
I needed. I realized that the blood of Jesus paid my debt to 
God. he washed away all my sins with the blood of his Son.”

“What happened then?”
“I got up from my knees and got into bed. I was so happy. 

But just as I was falling asleep, Satan seemed to say to me, 
‘how do you know the blood is for you?’ All at once, I was 
afraid. I wasn’t happy anymore. I got back on my knees and 
asked God to show me the truth. And then I remembered 
another verse: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 3:16). ‘Whoso-
ever,’ I thought. ‘That means me. I do believe that the blood 
of Jesus cleanses me from all sin. That means I am safe in 
Jesus.’ So I went to sleep. I am very happy.”

“had you been thinking about your soul before this?”
“Yes, for a whole year, since one evening when we were 

singing hymns. One of the hymns said, 
Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me; 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee: 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

“I thought to myself, ‘I have never come to Jesus,’ so I 
could not sing it. Ever since then, I wanted to be saved.” her 
face lit up as she added, “And now I can sing that song!”

Dear children, have you f led to Jesus and asked him to 
wash away your sins? “For Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the f lesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).

Adapted from Echoes of Grace, Volume 2. St. Louis, MO: Bible Truth Depot, 
n.d., pp. 35–39.



PuzzlePuzzlePuzzlePuzzle
PuzzlePuzzlePuzzlePuzzle

 1. “I will     unto you” ( Jeremiah 29:12).
 2. “If so be that the Spirit of God     in you” (Romans 8:9).
 3. “So is every     that is born of the Spirit” ( John 3:8).
 4. “I will give you an heart of    ” (Ezekiel 36:26).
 5. “The wind     where it listeth” ( John 3:8).
 6. “The spirit of     and of supplications” (Zechariah 12:10).
 7. “Whereby we     , Abba, Father” (Romans 8:15).
 8. “But one     is needful” (Luke 10:42).
 9. “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot  

enter into the     of God” ( John 3:5).
10. “Neither is there salvation in any    ” (Acts 4:12).
11. “he shall give you     Comforter” ( John 14:16).
12. “The Spirit of him that raised up     from the dead” 

(Romans 8:11).
13. “A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not    ” 

(Psalm 51:17).
14. “And now, little children,     in him” (1 John 2:28).
15. “The gift of God is     life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 

(Romans 6:23).
16. “The Spirit and the     say, Come” (Revelation 22:17).
17. “There shall be no more death,     sorrow, nor crying”  

(Revelation 21:4).
18. “Not by might, nor by     , but by my spirit” (Zechariah 4:6).
19. “Why will ye     ?” (Ezekiel 18:31). 
20. “I will cause breath to     into you, and ye shall live”  

(Ezekiel 37:5).
21. “    me ye can do nothing” ( John 15:5).
22. “Awake thou that sleepest, and     from the dead”  

(Ephesians 5:14).
23. “Quicken us,     we will call upon thy name” (Psalm 80:18).
24. “Quicken me, O LORD, for thy     sake” (Psalm 143:11).
25. “    ye the holy Ghost” ( John 20:22).

26. “                                        
                                        ” 
 (Psalm 51:10b).
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Banner Puzzles and Questions:  
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 

540 Crescent St. NE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your  
puzzle answers to:

1 5 9 11 13 15 17 21 25
2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24

3 7 19 23

26

Look up the Scripture passages to fill in the words going down. 
When you are finished, #26 across will spell out part 
of David’s prayer in Psalm 51. I hope it is your prayer also.

answers to last  
month’s puzzle:
 1. draw, near
 2. eyes, unto
 3. hope, mercy
 4. in, safe
 5. been, needy
 6. rock, fortress
 7. time, trouble
 8. wait, he, thine, heart
 9. is, present
10. youth
11. known
12. of, lead
13. hard
14. “Now therefore hearken 

unto me, O ye children:  
for blessed are they that 
keep my ways. hear 
instruction, and be wise, 
and refuse it not”  
(Prov. 8:32–33).

Puzzle

thanks again to all who  
answered last month’s puzzle!

James Beeke
Joanne Beeke
Lauren Bilkes
Malachi Bilkes
Seth Bilkes
Zach Bilkes
Robert Boatwright
Phillip Boerkoel
Silvia Boerkoel
Breanne Boesterd
Katelyn Boesterd

Sheryl Boesterd
Becky Boot
Shelly Boot
Don Cox
Joe Mosqueda
Kaitlyn Stubbe
Sara Stubbe
Meghan VanDalen
Melanie VanDalen
Grace Vroegindewey



storiesstoriesstoriesstories
storiesstoriesstoriesstories

A young woman became concerned for the salvation of her three younger sisters. She knew that God is almighty and merci-
ful, since she herself had been recently turned from darkness to light and given faith in Jesus Christ. She decided that at a 
specific time every week, she would pray with and for her sisters. God encouraged this young woman with many promises, 
and she continued her weekly prayers, laying the promises before God. “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matthew 7:7); “I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I 
said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right” (Isaiah 
45:19). After some time, God graciously answered the young woman’s prayers. The three sisters bowed before the throne 
of mercy and received the gift of salvation.

They did not stop their prayer meetings after this. Rather, the prayer meetings grew to include the girls’ parents, friends, 
and neighbors. What if all Christians were as devoted to prayer as these young girls? Do you pray for your brothers and sisters?

Adapted from Anecdotes for the Family and the Social Circle. New York: American Tract Society, n.d., pp. 244–45.

the sisters

stories For Children

A revival was occurring at a school for girls. From day to day and week to week, young girls were being added to the king-
dom of God. There seemed to be no one untouched by the work of the Spirit. Some were already rejoicing in the blessing 
of forgiveness of their sins; others wrestled over the guilt of their sins, crying out for salvation. One girl, Ellen, stood out 
from the rest. her many talents had been appreciated and admired by fellow students and teachers alike. She was about to 
graduate: would her talents and energy be used to honor God or to serve herself only? All the girls who had been touched 
by the holy Spirit had bowed under the weight of the burden of their sins, but in most cases, the Lord had granted salvation 
and their burdens had rolled away. Ellen, however, continued to struggle with her heavy burden. She was deeply convinced 
of her guilt and danger, yet she remained outside of Christ.

Week after week went by, but Ellen found no peace. Outwardly, she appeared calm, but it was the calmness of despair. 
Whether in the classroom or at mealtime or free time, one glance at her face told of her gloom and agony. Many hearts 
ached for her, and many prayers ascended to God on her behalf. her teachers and classmates found opportunities to speak 
with her about salvation, but it seemed nothing helped.

“It’s no use,” she would say. “All this has been explained to me over and over, as clearly as can be. But there is something 
in the way; I cannot come to the Savior, and I fear I never shall!”

“We cannot help her,” sighed one of Ellen’s friends when they met together for prayer.
“Yes, we can!” replied one of the other girls. “We can pray for her, which is the best way to help!”
After some time, there was a change in Ellen. It was the change from death to life for which all the students and teach-

ers were waiting. The peace on Ellen’s face was as obvious as the anguish had been before. “Oh, what a wonderful way of 
salvation!” she exclaimed. “how simple; how beautiful; how glorious! Why did I not see it before? Why did I not come to 
Christ earlier? That mysterious hindrance in my way was nothing but unbelief!”

Ellen herself admitted that it was “nothing but unbelief ” which kept 
her from the Lord Jesus. Now, “being justified by faith,” Ellen had 
“peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). 
Is unbelief keeping you from Christ today? Unbelief is like a 
wall between your soul and Christ. “And this is his com-
mandment, That we should believe on the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 
commandment” (1 John 3:23).

Adapted from Sketches from Life; or, Illustrations of the  
Influence of Christianity. New York: American Tract  
Society, pp. 268–69.

nothing But unbelief
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August 13-16, 2013
Life In The Family Of God

Geoff Banister
Brad Baugham
Joel Beeke
David McClelland
David Murray

Verity Institute • Indianapolis

Speakers
Consider an exciting 2013 family vacation that includes:

• Christ-centered preaching
• Daily activities for all ages
• Opportunities for fellowship

www.reformingfamilies.org

...in a beautiful facility for lodging, meals, 
and outdoor activities

Conference

Teacher Needed
Ponatahi Christian School in Carterton New Zealand is seeking a 
secondary English teacher to start in January 2013. The successful 
applicant must demonstrate a willingness and ability to teach from 
a conservative Reformed/Presbyterian perspective. Please email the  
principal peter.bertram@watchdog.net.nz for more information.
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News  &  Announcements

SaLVeO /sal.we.o:/  
MedicaL FuNdraiSer cd

As many of you have heard, there is a small CD 
project underway with the intent of raising funds 
for the Elshouts as Mrs. Elshout battles cancer. 
We’d like to invite you all to follow the final pro-
duction of the “SALVEO /sal.we.o:/” project on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/SalveoCD, in your church bulletin, 
and in other periodicals. We hope that this collection of traditional 
hymns, spirituals, and sacred songs will touch your soul and bring to 
you the SALVEO of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Initiated by Mrs. Nanette Greendyk, a small group of dedicated 
singers (and a children’s choir) came together for four short Monday 
evenings to learn, master, and record a number of hymns, Psalters, 
spirituals, and sacred songs. While the initial size of this task struck 
fear in the hearts of a few of us, we are pleased to announce that, by 
God’s grace and an abundance of hard work, this project will soon be 
ready for purchase with results that have surprised all of us.

This project would not have happened without the dedicated 
expertise of various others alongside the singers, with donated record-
ing and mastering time, recording venues, and design of artwork for 
the CD cover and ad campaign.

As we wrap up the final mastering and CD production, we will 
be announcing a preorder date, releasing various sample tracks, and 
generally keeping you all informed on the progress of the “SALVEO 
/sal.we.o:/” project. We thank you all for prayers and interest.

www.facebook.com/SalveoCD | salveoCD@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/SalveoCD     |     salveoCD@gmail.com 

SALVEO /sal.we.o:/  Medical Fundraiser CD 

 
As many of you have heard, there is a small CD project underway 
with the intent of raising funds for the Elshouts as Mrs. Elshout 
battles cancer. We’d like to invite you all to follow the final 
production of the “SALVEO /sal.we.o:/” project on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/SalveoCD,  in your 
church bulletin, and in other 
periodicals.  We hope that this 
collection of traditional hymns, 
spirituals and sacred songs will touch 
your soul and bring to you the SALVEO 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Initially masterminded by Mrs. Nanette 
Greendyk, a small group of dedicated 
singers (and a children’s choir) came 
together for four short Monday 
evenings to learn, master and record a 

number of hymns, Psalters, spirituals and sacred songs. 
While the initial size of this task struck fear in the hearts of a few 
of us, we are pleased to announce that, by God’s grace and an 
abundance of hard work, this project will soon be ready for 
purchase with results that have surprised all of us.  
 
This project would not have happened without the dedicated 
expertise of various others alongside the singers, with donated 
recording and mastering time, recording venues and design of 
artwork for the CD cover and ad campaign.  
 
 As we wrap up the final mastering and CD production, we will be 
announcing a preorder date, releasing various sample tracks and 
generally keeping you all informed on the progress of the 
“SALVEO /sal.we.o:/” project.  
 
We thank you all for prayers, curiosity and interest.  

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  
Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

The Legacy OF The reFOrMaTiON TOur iN eurOpe
I’m excited to be partner-
ing with Witte Travel on 
a beautiful, historic tour 
in Europe next summer. 
Please consider joining us 
on a first-class tour next July 
11–22, traveling through 
the Netherlands and Ger-
many, taking in various sites 
related to the Reformation, 
and ending in heidelberg (in 
commemoration of the hei-
delberg Catechism’s 450th 
anniversary). Dr. Van Vliet 
and I hope to fill one bus 
each, so the tour is limited 
to 96 people—48 people per 
bus. Check out the summary 
to the right and a 10-page, 
detailed brochure at www.
wittetravel.com/calendar-
tours/legacy-reformation. 
I’d love to have you along, 
God willing. Send in your 
reservation today!

This is your invitation to be part of a truly transformational travel experience 
led by Dr. Joel R. Beeke and Dr. Jason P. Van Vliet!

THE LEGACY OF THE REFORMATION 
July 11 to 19, 2013

Come with us on a journey through the heritage of the Netherlands and Germany with special 
emphasis on the Heidelberg Catechism. We’ll explore elegant, once-fortified Dordrecht, Palace 
Het Loo, Vesting Bourtange—a beautiful 16th-century fortress, the Johannes á Lasco Library at 
Emden, Bad Bentheim’s castle, the majestic Rhineland capital of Cologne, and the storybook city of 
Heidelberg. We’ll also enjoy a relaxing cruise on the legendary River Rhine.

Against the background of fascinating historical sites, our tour will be a time to revitalize our 
appreciation for, and use of, the gift which has been entrusted to the church in the Heidelberg 
Catechism. In addition, the Lord’s Day will be observed with morning and afternoon or evening 
worship services.

The Legacy of the Reformation tour begins in Amsterdam and concludes with a 
two-night stay in Heidelberg. Those who would like to do so can elect to spend 
an additional three nights in Heidelberg, returning home on July 22.

Attendance at the 4th Annual Heidelberg Conference on Reformed Theology 
(July 18 to 21) is offered to Legacy tour participants as an option. On the 
last Sabbath morning, we will worship in Heidelberg Castle (with Dr. Beeke 
preaching), where the Catechism was approved.

For more information and brochures, contact Dr. Beeke at jrbeeke@puritanseminary.org or visit 
Witte Travel & Tours’ website at www.wittetravel.com/calendar-tours/legacy-reformation

Dr. Joel R. Beeke
Puritan Reformed 

Theological Seminary

Dr. Jason P. Van Vliet
Canadian Reformed 

Seminary



NaTiONaL NewS
The power of prayer
A former prostitute is seeking to give thanks to a couple who prayed 
with her on a street corner in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The couple, 
who approached her as she was crossing the street, simply asked if they 
could pray with her, she related. They prayed together, and now, four-
teen years later, having been freed from prostitution, she is sharing her 
story to church groups and frequently mentions her encounter with the 
couple. “I just want to tell people about the power of prayer, and that it 
works, and that God answers prayer,” she said. (Jim harger—GR Press)

reformed heriTage: The  
sTarT of The reformaTion –  
31 ocTober 1517

In 1516–17, Johann Tetzel, a 
Dominican friar and papal com-
missioner for indulgences, was sent 
to Germany by the Roman Catholic Church to raise money to rebuild 
St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Roman Catholic theology stated that faith 
alone, without charity or good works, is not true and saving faith. 

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther wrote to Albrecht, Arch-
bishop of Mainz and Magdeburg, protesting against the sale of indul-
gences. he enclosed in his letter a copy of his “Disputation of Martin 
Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences,” which came to 
be known as The 95 Theses. Luther objected to a saying attributed to 
Johann Tetzel that “[a]s soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul 
from purgatory [also attested as ‘into heaven’] springs.” he insisted 
that, since forgiveness was God’s alone to grant, those who claimed 
that indulgences absolved buyers from all punishments and granted 
them salvation were in error. Christians, he said, must not slacken in 
following Christ on account of such false assurances.

According to Philipp Mel-
anchthon, writing in 1546, Luther 
“wrote theses on indulgences and 
posted them on the church of All 
Saints on 31 October 1517,” an 
event now seen as sparking the 
Protestant Reformation. The 95 
Theses were quickly translated 
from Latin into German, printed, 
and widely copied. Within two 
weeks, copies of the theses had 
spread throughout Germany; 
within two months throughout 
Europe. (Wikipedia)

perSecuTiON FOcuS:  
MOzaMbique

By the 1980s, Operation World 
reported that the war-torn Marxist 
state of Mozambique was the least 
evangelized country in the South-
ern hemisphere and that there 
was less than one Bible for every 
thousand people. By the 1990s, 
after three decades of civil war, first 
against the Portuguese (13 years) 
and then among its own people 
(17 years), Mozambique was a 
shattered nation. It was judged by 
Operation World to be the world’s poorest country at that time. At the 
height of the war, in 1992, more than 40 per cent of the population were 
refugees. Deaths from the civil war and resulting famine were estimated 
at over one million people.

Then the unthinkable happened. Peter hammond writes, “In 
1994, by God’s grace, and in answer to prayer and international pres-
sure, the government renounced Marxism, opened up its economy, 
and accepted a multi-party democracy. Church buildings and lands 
were returned to the congregations that they had been confiscated 
from. The borders were opened. Missionaries were welcomed back 
into the country and religious freedom was announced.” Today, ham-
mond concludes, “Mozambique is wide open to the gospel and spiri-
tually responsive. After being devastated by decades of communist 
oppression and civil war, Mozambique remains one of the world’s 
poorest countries. Cyclones, floods, and other natural disasters have 
dramatically disrupted development and destroyed infrastructure. 
Mozambique remains heavily reliant on outside aid and a huge public 
debt burdens the country. Many people struggle from day to day to 
survive. Life expectancy has risen to 48 years. Over 16% of the popula-
tion have been diagnosed with hIV/AIDS. Corruption is endemic.” 
(See Peter hammond, In the Killing Fields of Mozambique, Christian 
Liberty Books.)

Progress is being made, however. Thousands of new churches 
have opened. Thirty-five years ago, 3 per cent of the population 
were evangelicals; today, that number is about 20 per cent (though 
many of these are only nominal Christians). There is rapid church 
expansion with much activity, but with that expansion comes prob-
lems, such as limited Bible knowledge and doctrinal understanding, 
power struggles among the leaders, and a lack of trained ministers. 
About 75 per cent of the ministers have little or no formal training. 
Some have difficulty reading. The Reformed movement in Mozam-
bique is still small, but potential for growth is promising. If one 
considers that at two pastors’ conferences there were close to 500 
ministers, there is certainly hope! Then, too, the Dutch Reformed 
have been active for some time in parts of the country. Signs of 
hope are springing up. Some good and well-educated pastors serve 
this denomination which is fairly conservative theologically, and 
several of them attend the Nampula Pastor’s conference regularly. 
(Dr. Beeke’s newsletter)

Christian  World  View
John goudzwaard
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Painting of Martin Luther  
by Lucas Cranach.

Door of the Schlosskirche (castle 
church) in Wittenberg to which 
Luther is said to have nailed his 
95 Theses on the 31st of October 
1517, sparking the Reformation.

The sale of indulgences shown in  
A Question to a Mintmaker,  
woodcut by Jörg Breu the  

Elder of Augsburg, circa 1530.
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errors  
regarDiNg  

the  
CoveNaNt (4)

Corner  
for teens

rev. Mark Kelderman &  
rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven

While Scripture displays the riches and grace of God in the covenant, the covenant 
has often been twisted and misrepresented throughout the course of church his-
tory. Many young people, especially in Christian colleges and universities, will face 
some of these errors this school year. You may have heard terms such as the New 
Perspective on Paul and Federal Vision; this article will outline these two major 
current errors regarding the covenant that God has made throughout history.

the NeW PersPeCtive oN Paul
This movement basically teaches that the Reformers are reading the Epistles of 
Paul incorrectly. They say that Paul’s main concern is not justification by faith 
alone, but the fact that the Gentile converts in the New Testament were required 
to submit to Jewish customs in order to be part of the covenant community 
(Gal. 2–3). In other words, when he wrote to the Galatian church, Paul was not 
arguing against works-based righteousness, but simply against cultural bound-
ary markers. The law is robbed of its role as a rule of obedience for the believer.

This error also divorces the relationship between biblical theology (tracing 
the covenant throughout Scripture) and systematic theology (deriving individ-
ual doctrines from Scripture). Additionally, it seeks to undermine penal substi-
tutionary atonement, which is a theological term for Christ’s taking the penalty 
for sin and suffering the wrath of God in order to satisfy the justice of God. 

In his book Justification and the New Perspective on Paul, Guy Prentiss Waters 
shows how certain people in Reformed circles are attracted to different parts of 
this error. One of these areas is the covenant, which leads to the closely con-
nected error, Federal Vision or Auburn Avenue Theology.

the feDeral visioN
This error especially impacts the doctrine of baptism as the outward sign and seal 
of the covenant. The basic error is summed up in this statement: “All covenant 
members are invited to attain to a full and robust confidence that they are God’s 
eternally elect ones. Starting with their baptisms, they have every reason to believe 
God loves them and desires their eternal salvation. Baptism marks them out as 
God’s elect people, a status they maintain so long as they persevere in faithfulness.”

Can you find the problems associated with this error? It teaches that all bap-
tized people are elect, but that they can lose that elect status. Scripture teaches 
the opposite! John 6:37 says, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; 
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” Furthermore, based on 
this error, all who are baptized are considered to be regenerate; thus baptism is 
a passage from death to life for all who are baptized. If children are considered 
to be regenerate, then the next step is to have children partake in communion 
and that is precisely what is taking place in some Reformed circles today. Sadly, 
these children, some of whom are infants, are unable to rightly discern the body 
and blood of Christ. Such teaching promotes their presumption and ultimately 
their condemnation (1 Cor. 11:29).

What is at stake iN these errors?
These errors jeopardize many facets of a biblical understanding of the covenant, 
but we will mention just a few. First of all, the character of God is at stake. 
God’s righteousness and justice must be maintained, and if any other doctrine 
than justification by faith is taught, it undermines the holiness of God. Second, 
our entire salvation is at stake if Christ’s work is minimized and if salvation 
is even partially put into man’s hands. We are no longer dependent upon the 
steady faithfulness of God. Third, it promotes free will, universal atonement, 
and presumption if all who are baptized are regenerate. Finally, it downplays the 
sacredness of the Lord’s Supper and baptism and what these sacraments teach us.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the heritage Netherlands Reformed Congre-
gation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; kuivenhoven.
maarten@gmail.com.
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From a friend in prison:
Greetings, love, respect, peace, and 

many prayers that this letter finds you 
doing well in health, spirits, and all 
other relations.

After receiving your magazine for 
over a year now, I’ve finally decided to 
do one of your puzzles and I enjoyed 
it very much. It was like doing a Bible 
study as I would look up each verse 
after completing the letters to each 
individual verse. Thank you very much 
for making studying fun. I look for-
ward to your next one.

May God continue to bless and 
protect you all at the Banner, always. 
Again, thank you very much.

From a friend in prison:
God bless you and all the staff at 

Banner Magazine. I hope when this 
letter reaches you it will find all of you 
in good health and spirits. I’m grateful 
the Lord blessed me with good health 
and spirits during the toughest time in 
any prisoner’s life. Being away from 
loved ones is never easy but knowing 
the holy Spirit is always present gives 
me the strength to make it through 
each day.

I enjoy doing the crossword puzzle 
so much. Thank you very much for 
having me on your mailing list. May 
God bless you all each day of your lives.

From a friend in prison:
Greetings in the wonderful name 

of Jesus. I pray everyone is well.
Thank you for the magazine, 

your prayers, and your time it takes 
to put the puzzles together. You all 
have been a blessing to me with the 
free things you send me—books, your 
magazine, and the Gospel Trumpet. 
They have truly been a blessing. I have 
searched high and low to f ind true 
men and women of God. I have found 

them. The writers of The Beauty and 
Glory of Christ have opened my eyes 
and my heart for the love of Christ. I 
have found no one like these men of 
God. Somehow, some day, I hope to 
shake the hands of these men. They 
are truly men of God. Their compas-
sion, love, and hope for Christ were 
things I have not found until I read 
this book. I would also like to say 
thank you to the person who sent 
them to me.

May the God of heaven and earth 
bless you all in all you do.

iNheriTaNce  
pubLiSherS

From a friend in North Carolina:
I was saddened to hear of the pass-

ing of your faithful servant, Mr. Wes-
trate. The date of his passing has an 
irony as I will explain.

Your publications have been com-
ing to my address for over forty years 
addressed to my father. For well over 
these many years I never knew the 
contents of the little white envelopes 
addressed to Dad, for he passed away 
in November of 1970. They were 
either laid aside, never opened, or dis-
carded. I left home around 1980 when 
I married and Mom continued to live 
at the address. Mom and I traded 
houses in 1996 and I returned with 
my wife to my “homeplace.” The lit-
tle envelopes continued to arrive and 
were usually ignored as someone who 
had Dad on their mailing list from 
years gone by.

Mother passed away in 2001 from 
colon cancer and last April of 2011 
my wife of thirty plus years was diag-
nosed with lung cancer. We were liv-
ing with her son so she could have 
around-the-clock care. My wife was 
an animal lover and every night I 
would go home to feed her animals 
and check the mail. A few months 
passed before I f inally opened the 

Inheritance Publishers envelope and 
scanned the message inside. The con-
tents became an inspiration during my 
wife’s illness and were considered a 
gift from you and Dad. Many a night 
I would stand under the streetlight at 
the mailbox and get a little comfort 
from your messages.

My wife passed away in September 
2011 and the sorrow I feel can almost 
be unbearable at times. My life can be 
in turmoil at times during this period, 
but I now get a little peace of mind 
when I open the mailbox and see the 
“little white envelope” that my father 
had seen f it to subscribe to many, 
many years ago.

SerMON audiO
From a 7-year-old:

I’m sorry I didn’t listen today to 
your sermon in church. I didn’t respect 
the prayer time. I heard your sermon at 
home on Sermon Audio today. I need 
to receive God’s medicine to run in his 
ways. I feel very ashamed and sorry to 
the Lord for being so disrespectful in 
his house. I asked for forgiveness. I’m 
very grateful for being a daughter of 
God and I pray to the Lord so he can 
heal and clean my heart.

“I will heal their backsliding, I 
will love them freely: for mine anger is 
turned away from him” (hosea 14:4).

From  Our  Mailbox
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Immortal honors rest on Jesus’ head; 
My God, my portion, and my Living Bread; 
In Him I live, upon Him cast my care; 
He saves from death, destruction, and despair.

He is my Refuge in each deep distress; 
The Lord my strength and glorious righteousness; 
Through floods and flames He leads me safely on, 
And daily makes His sovereign goodness known.

My every need He richly will supply; 
Nor will His mercy ever let me die; 
In Him there dwells a treasure all divine, 
And matchless grace has made that treasure mine.

O that my soul could love and praise Him more, 
His beauties trace, His majesty adore; 
Live near His heart, upon His bosom lean; 
Obey His voice, and all His will esteem.

— WILLIAM GAdsBy


