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How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

In every condition, in sickness, in health;
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,
As thy days may demand, shall thy strength ever be.

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

Even down to old age all My people shall prove
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still in My bosom be borne.

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

—JOHN rIPPON
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THE BEST KIND OF PREACHING
What I have always deemed the best kind of preaching is neither highly doctri-
nal nor overly practical; but distinguished by what I would call experimental [or 
experiential]—that is, a constant blending of the doctrines and practice of the 
gospel, strongly, with the affections and feelings. Many have been sadly deficient 
here. Their sermons have had theology enough in them, and practical enough; 
but there was little in them to rend and melt the heart!

—WILLIAM JAy (1769–1853)
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At the end of every October, we as Protestants commonly 
commemorate the Reformation. It was on October 31, 
1517, that Martin Luther famously nailed his 95 theses to 
church doors in Wittenberg, Germany. In the years prior, 
the Word of God had become increasingly buried by the 
errors of Rome. From the time of Luther and onward, 
the Protestant Reformation took shape and the Word of 
God was increasingly uncovered through faithful biblical 
preaching once again. 

However, that was many years ago. What does the 
Reformation mean to you today? And does the Bible say 
anything about reformation? In Hebrews 9:10, we find the 
only mention in Scripture of the term reformation. So what 
does the phrase “the time of reformation” mean? 

The epistle to the Hebrews was written to show how 
the Lord Jesus Christ is superior in every way. The author 
uses the word “better” twelve times in this book to high-
light that Christ is a superior King, superior to the Old 
Testament priests. Jesus Christ is “so much better than 
the angels” (1:4). “He is the mediator of a better cove-
nant, which was established upon better promises” (8:6). 
Jesus Christ the “greater” and “better” fulfilled all that the 
“lesser” in the Old Testament could only point toward. 

In the Old Testament, it was good and well to have 
all those sacrifices, but they were only symbolic. That is, 
they pointed to a higher reality. They had to make way for 
their fulfillment, Jesus Christ Himself. When He arrived 
on the scene in history, the entire external Old Testament 
sacrificial system became obsolete. 

In Hebrews 9:9, the author writes that the Old Testa-
ment sacrifices were a “figure for the time then present 
[the Old Testament time], in which were offered both gifts 
and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the ser-
vice perfect.” In other words, the Old Testament sacrifices 
could not do the job of completing salvation; they could 
only point towards it. Verse 10 continues, “Which stood 
only in meats and drinks [these things were only external], 

and divers washings, and carnal [physical, external] ordi-
nances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.” 

The word time is noted twice in these verses to stress 
that now was a different time—a time of reformation, or, 
literally, a time to make straight, reshape, reform. Who and 
what makes matters straight and who reforms is found by 
asking what the whole book of Hebrews is about—which 
is answered in the next verse: “But Christ being come an 
High Priest of good things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is to say, not 
of this building [creation]” (v. 11). 

So the time of reformation is the time of Jesus Christ. 
He is the one not created by human hands; He is the origi-
nal divine Reformer! He is the one who makes all things 
straight and reshapes and reforms to make right (Isa. 40:4). 
The Old Testament was good at its time, but now the time 
of reformation was upon them—and that reformation is to 
be found in the person and work of Jesus Christ Himself 
who is perfect and complete. He makes all things new 
(2 Cor. 5:15, Rev. 21:5). The Jews at that time wanted to 
cling to external ways, but they were now living in the New 
Testament reformation time of which Jesus Christ Himself 
was the initial and perfect Reformer. 

So what does being reformed look like by Scripture’s 
definition? It is to be Christ-centered, seeing Him as the 
purpose and goal for all things. It is to follow Him because 
He initiated the original reformation and is in the fullest 
sense of the word the original and ultimate Reformer. To 
be reformed in this way is to understand every portion of 
Scripture in light of Jesus Christ Himself. It is to believe 
that all truth f lows ultimately from Him (John 14:6). 

Are you a follower of Jesus Christ, the first reformer? 
Historically, the Protestant Reformation was all about the 
exclusive Christ and His exclusive Word, just as the Bible 
teaches. Are you a true son or daughter of the Reformation?

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation 
in Plymouth, Wisconsin.
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Study Bibles are hardly new inventions. The medieval Glossa 
Ordinaria on the Latin Vulgate, Martin Luther’s prefaces 
and marginal notes in his German translation, and the 
Geneva Bible testify that for centuries people have sought 
to combine the text of Scripture with words of explanation 
or other helps for the reader. Today many people read study 
Bibles at home and carry them to church. Is this good or 
bad? It depends on how we use them.

HOw Not TO UsE sTUDY BIBLEs
Do not read study Bibles upside down. Study Bibles typically 
feature the text of Scripture on the top half of the page and 
the notes on the bottom half. Thus, the top presents the 
words of God, and the bottom contains mere human inter-
pretations and applications. We read study Bibles upside 
down when we confuse men’s words with God’s words. No 
matter how much you admire the people who wrote the 
notes, never receive their words as the absolute truth from 
God. Only the biblical text is inerrant. Proverbs 30:5–6 says, 
“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that 
put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.” No study Bible should 
add to His words but should only explain and apply them. 

Do not read study Bibles with your brain turned off. The 
temptation can be to read a verse, then look down at the note 
and conclude, “I see; that’s what that means,” and quickly 
move on. God calls us to meditate prayerfully on His Word 
(Pss. 1:2; 119:18, 36–37). Do not short-circuit the process 
of thinking carefully about the Scriptures. By their nature, 
study Bibles can only offer brief answers to questions, and 
issues may be much more complex than can be explained 
in a short note. Therefore, do not assume that you fully 
understand a matter just because you have read a note in a 
study Bible. 

Do not read study Bibles when the preacher seems boring. 
Study Bibles are no substitute for the preaching of God’s 
Word—even if the preaching leaves something to be desired. 

Don’t stay at home on the Lord’s Day and read your study 
Bible instead of attending corporate worship. Don’t sit in 
church and read your study Bible when the pastor is preach-
ing. This is not studying the Word but avoiding it. Romans 
10:17 says, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” Hearing the Word of God preached (Rom. 
10:14), not reading, is God’s primary means to work faith. 
If the preacher is not declaring God’s Word in a biblically 
faithful way, don’t retreat to your study Bible; go to speak to 
your minister about your concerns, if needs be.

Do not read study Bibles to puff up your ego. The purpose 
of Bible study is not just to fill our heads with knowledge, 
but to fill our hearts with love for God, the desire to do His 
will, and faith in His promises (1 Tim. 1:5). The alternative 
is reading to grow in pride. Knowledge puffs up, but love 
builds up (1 Cor. 8:1–3).

sHOULD wE UsE sTUDY BIBLEs?
Yes, indeed. A study Bible is the text of Holy Scripture with 
additional notes and articles written by pastors and teach-
ers. But why should we read notes and articles by pastors 
and teachers?

Some things in the Bible are hard to understand. The knowl-
edge of the Bible can lead everyone, even children, to wisdom, 
faith, and salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). However, Peter wrote of 
Paul’s epistles, “In all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction” (2 Peter 
3:16). This warning should tell us that we may need help 
from others to understand the Bible and that false teachers 
will try to lead others astray through their ignorance.

Christ gives teachers to His church. Ephesians 4:11–12 says 
that the risen and ascended Christ gives pastors and teachers 
“for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Since Christ gives 
teachers to the church, it follows that their written notes and 

StudyBibles 
FOR OUR HeARTS, HOMeS, 

AnD CHURCHeS
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applications can greatly aid our understanding of Scripture 
both intellectually and spiritually.

The Holy Spirit works through teachers. First Corinthians 
12:4 says, “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit.” Among those diverse gifts is the ability to teach  
(v. 29), and the body of Christ needs teachers (1 Cor. 12:21). 
Do not say that you don’t need anyone else’s help because 
you have the Holy Spirit. The Spirit works through other 
members of the body to teach us God’s Word.

While a study Bible is no substitute for membership in 
a local church where you regularly hear the preaching of 
the Word, it is a great opportunity to learn from the wise 
teachers God has given to the church. Study Bibles are not 
necessary for salvation or spiritual growth, but since God 
uses the ministry of faithful men to call and gather His 
church, their written ministry can be as helpful to us as 
their spoken words. 

HOw TO UsE sTUDY BIBLEs wELL
Find help for obscure words and hard sayings ( John 6:60). 
When you are reading through the Bible in devotions and 
discover a puzzling statement, check to see if there is a note 
that helps you understand it better. 

Study each book of the Bible intensively. Focus your reading 
on one book of the Bible. Read through it multiple times. 
Read the introduction to it in a study Bible to learn about its 
author, themes, and circumstances. Walk through it slowly, 
reading one section of the text at a time. After reading and 
meditating on that section, read all the notes and cross-
references. Locate cities and other geographical features in 
the map section. Write your own notes in a notebook.

Explore a particular doctrine or some aspect of Christian 
living. If you want to learn more about a particular teach-
ing of Scripture, you can read an article related to it in your 
study Bible. Look up particular verses cited in the article 
and read them with the study notes provided. Look up the 
cross-references and use a concordance to find more verses 
until you have plumbed the topic in some depth. Since a 
basic principle of Bible study is to interpret Scripture by 
Scripture, it is helpful to look up as many verses on a topic 
as possible. By reading all the articles and verses on that 
topic in a study Bible, you will eventually study most of the 
major topics of theology and ethics.

Consider specific applications for your life. Some study 
Bibles have special sections for application, devotion, or 
family worship. After reading the text of Holy Scripture 
with prayer and meditation, read the notes for that passage. 
Give thought to what God is calling you to do in light of 
His Word. If you are doing this study with others, ask ques-
tions about the text and discuss its application to your mind, 
heart, and life. Resolve to build your house on the rock by 
obeying Christ in specific ways (Matt. 7:24–25).

Discuss the Bible with family and friends. A study Bible 
is a great tool for leading family worship, a devotion for a 

small group, or a study with a friend—whether a believer or 
unbeliever. Particularly helpful are those study Bibles with 
notes aimed at experiential and practical application. 

Read the creeds and confessions along with Scripture. Many 
churches have classes to study doctrinal standards such as 
a confession of faith or catechism. If your church has such 
a class, you can use a study Bible that includes the ecu-
menical creeds and Reformed confessions among the helps 
provided. Look up the proof texts attached to a confession 
of faith or catechism, and study those texts in their bibli-
cal contexts. Many study Bibles have several other helpful 
features such as articles on archaeology, church history, and 
other important topics. Take the time to explore your study 
Bible’s particular features.

Meditate on the sermon after you return home. To maximize 
your profit from the preaching of the Word, make notes on 
the sermons you hear in church and review them at home 
as a form of meditation. Look up the texts your pastor ref-
erenced, and use the notes in your study Bible to augment 
your meditations. Pray for the assistance of the Spirit and 
study with the intent to obey God’s Word. 

CONCLUsION
Having recently written for and edited a study Bible (The 
Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible), I can say from first-
hand experience that, joined with prayer and the Spirit’s 
illumination, God blesses study Bibles as important means 
for our spiritual growth. I have benefited from the writing 
and the editing, and now you can profit from reading and 
studying God’s Word in this format, with all the helps 
provided as aids to understanding. The most important 
way to use any Bible, regardless of whether it has notes or 
other helps, is to read and study it in order to know, trust 
in, and love Jesus Christ better and to become conformed to 
His image (Rom. 8:29). The Pharisees turned Bible study 
into an art, yet it was a perverse art of avoiding the Savior. 
Christ rebuked them, saying, “Search the scriptures; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me” (John 5:39). May all our Bible study cause us 
to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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The designation “Servant of the Lord” is an honorific title 
expressing both a special relationship between the servant 
and the Lord as well as a functionary subordination in 
which the servant performs obediently the will of the Lord. 
Throughout the Old Testament, specially called men of 
God were labeled as God’s servants. Moses, more than any 
other saint, was identified as the servant of the Lord (about 
forty times, e.g., Deut. 34:5; Josh. 1:1–2; 2 Kings 21:8). 
But several others enjoyed the honor of that designation, 
too: Abraham (Gen. 26:24), Joshua (Josh. 24:29), Samson 
(Judg. 15:18), Caleb (Num. 14:24), David (2 Sam. 7:19–20), 
Elijah (1 Kings 18:36), Job (Job 1:8), Nehemiah (Neh. 1:6, 
10), prophets and priests generally (Jer. 7:25; Ps. 134:1), and 
even the nation of Israel as a whole (Jer. 30:10; 46:27–28). 
Sometimes even the unexpected received the title: Nebu-
chadnezzar, the pagan Babylonian king, unknowingly was 
raised up and used by God to accomplish the Lord’s will 
(Jer. 27:6; 43:10). 

Uniting this whole list is the fact that the servant was 
especially chosen by God to stand at the head of a people to 
perform a special mission for God on behalf of the people. 
It was a position of great privilege and grave responsibility. 
Consequently, the title “Servant of the Lord,” when refer-
ring to Christ, is like the title “Messiah” in that there are 
many lesser referents that in one way or another point to the 
Ideal Servant. The failures of all the other servants heighten 
the need and desire for the One who will not fail. Christ 
stands in a unique relationship to the Lord and performs the 
divine will to absolute perfection. 

It was the prophet Isaiah who, under divine inspiration, 
began to make the connection between the title “Servant of 
the Lord” and the promised Messiah. Referring to the Ser-
vant theme over thirty times in his prophecy, Isaiah points 
to the failures of lesser servants to establish the need for the 
Ideal Servant who faithfully and obediently does whatever is 
necessary to accomplish God’s purpose of saving His people. 
Isaiah’s “Servant theology” reaches its climax in four great 
messages: 42:1–9; 49:1–12; 50:4–11; and 52:13–53:12. In 
these Servant Songs, Isaiah with Pauline precision declares 

the identity and saving work of God’s only Redeemer for 
sinners. 

I confess that as I come to these Servant Songs I have 
mixed feelings. On the one hand, there is so much here that 
finding something to say about the text is easy. On the other 
hand, so much is here that reaching the depths and height 
of meaning is impossible. When I come to these songs, I 
am in over my head and out of my league. But I think that 
is how we should always feel when we come to look full in 
the face of the Savior. That is exactly where Isaiah is making 
us look. In this little series of articles, I want to give a syn-
opsis of these remarkable messianic passages. I cannot give 
a complete exposition of the songs, but I will at least point 
out some of the great messianic elements that you should 
focus on as you meditate and work your way through these 
passages. Read the passages and just take your time; don’t 
be in a hurry to leave.

IsAIAH 42:1–9
In this text, the Servant is a special person who successfully 
executes a special mission. Verse 1 focuses attention on the 
unique relationship between the Servant and the Lord. He 
is the elect of God, the eternally chosen Mediator set apart 
to do a work that none other could possibly do. This takes us 
to that Trinitarian council of redemption, in which the eter-
nal Son of God, the eternal object of the Father’s delight, 
received His commission to be the Savior of sinners. You 
see what I mean about this subject’s depth! Verse 8 suggests 
something else about the uniqueness of this special person: 
although a Servant, He is also the glory of God. God gives 
His glory to none other, but as we know also from the New 
Testament, Christ is the brightness of God’s glory and it 
is in the face of Christ that God’s glory shines (Heb. 1:3; 
Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:6). The logic is conclusive: The Servant 
is God.

Most of this passage details aspects of the Servant’s mis-
sion with a primary emphasis on the prophetic ministry, one 
of the essential mediatorial operations. His prophetic min-
istry is unlike that of any lesser prophet because He is both 
the Messenger and the message (v. 6). As the Ideal Prophet, 
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He reveals truth (vv. 1, 3), enlightens blind eyes (v. 7), and 
liberates from spiritual bondage (v. 7). He conducts His 
prophetic mission without ostentation and with meekness  
(vv. 2–3). Relate that to the number of times during His 
earthly ministry that Christ, having performed some act 
of mercy or miracle, instructed the beneficiary of that 
act to keep it quiet (e.g., Mark 5:43). Any lesser prophet 
would have put those accomplishments in bold print in his 
résumé. Finally, His mission would be successful because 
of His own faithful resolve (v. 4), the empowerment by the 
Holy Spirit (v. 1), and the will and sustaining help of God  
(vv. 1, 6, and 9).

IsAIAH 49:1–12 
This text also develops the prophetic ministry of the Servant, 
calling specific attention to the Servant’s divine commission 
and assurance of divine aid in achieving every detail of His 
mission. The theme of worldwide success runs through the 
entire song. It begins with the Servant Himself addressing 
His message to the world (v. 1). The middle then declares 
that not only is He the Savior of Israel, but He is as well “a 
light to the Gentiles” that salvation may extend to the end of 
the earth (v. 6). The song ends with people from the entire 
world coming by means of the way created by the Servant 
(vv. 11, 12). 

Reading this is almost like reading Romans 11 and 
Ephesians 2, which describe so wondrously the Gentile 
inclusion in the body of Christ. We don’t have to wait until 
the New Testament to learn that God intended to save 
Gentiles as well as Jews, all through the same Christ. The 
promise of Christ in the Old Testament was never a uniquely 
Jewish promise. What a blessing it is, whether as Gentiles 
or Jews, to know that our salvation was not a divine after-
thought; the bringing together of every race and nation to be 
one in Christ has been God’s purpose from the beginning. 
Check out Revelation 7:9 for a peek into the final fulfill-
ment of that purpose. 

In this song, the Servant testifies to His consciousness 
of divine calling and commission as the Prophet whose 

message was sharp as a sword (v. 2). This imagery parallels 
and perhaps prefigures John’s sight of the exalted Christ 
with the sharp sword, which was the Word of God, pro-
ceeding from His mouth (Rev. 19:15, 21). It is a certain 
reminder as to how vitally important it is to hear and heed 
the words of this Ideal Prophet. 

This text also highlights one of the mysterious aspects of 
the Servant’s ministry: His absolute trust and dependence 
on God. I say “mysterious” because it boggles the mind. 
Although the Servant is the eternal God, in the faithful 
performance of His humiliation work He submitted Himself 
to the will of His God. This is deep theology. On the one 
hand, there is an “ontological” equality in the Trinity. This 
refers to the essential essence of being of the Godhead. As 
the eternal Son of God, the second Person of the Trinity 
is very God of very God. On the other hand, there is an 
“economical” aspect of the Trinity, by which each of the 
co-equal and co-eternal Persons of the Trinity have distinct 
functions. As the Christ, the Mediator between God and 
men, the second Person of the Trinity fulfills His work of 
mediation in dependence on the Father. Both are true and 
should not be confused. Isaiah did not employ those terms, 
but that was his theology. Deep!

During the years of His humiliation, more rejected Him 
than accepted Him, giving the appearance that the whole 
work was in vain (v. 4). Yet in unrelenting resolve and faith, 
He claimed the Lord was His strength (v. 5). The Lord 
proved to be a reliable object of messianic trust in that He 
preserved the Servant and guaranteed His success. He is the 
covenant Head of a people, He establishes a kingdom, He 
liberates prisoners, He gives sight to the blind, He feeds the 
hungry, and He opens the way to glory (vv. 8–12). This sec-
ond of the Servant Songs gives us boldness in preaching the 
gospel and confidence in believing the gospel. The gospel 
really works because the Servant was absolutely successful 
in what He came to do. There is more to come.

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Old Te s Ta menT BiBle s Tudy   dr. michael P. V. Barre T T

I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will 
keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 
To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that 
sit in darkness out of the prison house. I am the LORD: that is my name: and my 
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. 

—IsaIah 42:6–8



StudieS in John (7)

new teStament BiBle Study
dr. Gerald BilkeS A Feast and a Fountain
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Read: John 7

The feast of tabernacles was another important feast in 
Israel’s life. Its purpose was to commemorate the time in 
Israel’s history when they wandered through the desert liv-
ing in tents. God Himself journeyed with them in His tent, 
the tabernacle. His presence was with them to guide them, 
instruct them, and provide for them. His people were called 
to be pilgrims, trusting in a God who would lead them and 
supply for them. 

At the yearly celebration of the feast of tabernacles, the 
ceremonies highlighted a number of prominent themes of 
the wilderness wanderings. One was on the last day of the 
feast; priests would pour out water, reminding the people 
of the water that poured out from the rock in the desert. 
In John 7, Christ used this symbolism and the whole feast 
of tabernacles to proclaim Himself as the One who dwells 
among His people and is the fountain of living water, in 
order that all who believe in Him will f ind more than 
enough satisfaction and purpose in Him. 

A FEAsT
The feast of tabernacles celebrated Israel’s pilgrim status. 
People and families would make little temporary booths or 
tabernacles to live and sleep in during the feast, to remind 
themselves that God called them to a life of journeying where 
God would lead them. It was meant to be a happy time, a 
joyous time, unencumbered with many earthly things. 

For many people, however, this was just a thing to do, 
a ceremony. It was a thing for a couple of days but nothing 
more. It didn’t touch their existence. However, for Christ, 
this was very different, and because of Him it should be 
different for us as well. After all, Christ fulfilled this feast 
perfectly. John 1:14 tells us already that Christ “dwelt among 
us,” or literally, “tabernacled” among us. He had come from 
the Father and would return to the Father; between His 
coming and going, He was “tabernacling” here on earth. 
Though the people didn’t understand this about Christ, He 
used the occasion of the feast of tabernacles to proclaim His 
divine origin, His divine purpose, and the pilgrim life we 
all can live out of Him. 

Christ showed, first of all, the origin of the pilgrim life, 
stressing where He had come from, namely, God. This is 
the point of Christ’s interactions with the brothers, who 
did not understand or believe who He really was (vv. 1–8). 
They wanted Him to go to the feast when they wanted Him  
to, but Christ didn’t work according to their timetable, just 
like He hadn’t followed His mother’s timetable (see John 
2:4). He followed the agenda of His Father. He would not 
fulfill His brother’s expectations of Him; neither would He 

fulfill the expectations of those who do not believe on Him 
(v. 11). He followed God’s agenda, from whom He had come. 
Do we do the same? 

Secondly, Christ showed the essence of the pilgrim life 
in His teaching. He called the people to be ready to do what 
God wanted them to do. After all, that is what God also had 
done in the wilderness; He appeared to them at Mount Sinai 
and gave them the revelation of His will. There were the 
Ten Commandments and other directives. Christ reminded 
the people of that in verse 19: “Did not Moses give you the 
law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about 
to kill me?” The wilderness time was like being in school 
for Israel. We are not good pilgrims if we are not taking 
our time here on earth seriously in order to learn the lessons 
God wants to teach us. Jesus is a most excellent Teacher, in 
His Word and by His life, about the will of God. 

Pilgrims need to be doing God’s will, not the will of the 
society around them. Only as we seek to do God’s will are 
we able to discern God’s truth (v. 17). Truth is for action 
and living, not just theory. Many people want to weigh the 
truth before they act upon it, but it doesn’t work that way. 
As we obey God and submit to Him as God, we will find 
the truth and the truth will set us free (see 8:32). 

If you have considered how Christians live the pilgrim 
life, you realize they are following the mindset of another 
world. They are not living for their own glory or the glory of 
the world around them; they are living for the glory of God. 
Christ, of course, did this preeminently, and He explains 
it like this: “He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own 
glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same 
is true, and no unrighteousness is in him” (v. 18). For if that 
is true of us, we are not seeking our own glory, but God’s. 
This is what John the Baptist did, pointing to Jesus instead 
of himself (John 3:30). 

Lastly, the life of pilgrimage is not only coming from 
God and obeying God’s will, but also living with God eter-
nally. Where are pilgrims headed? Back to God. They have 
come from God, and they will only be at home when they 
reach Him again. That was true for Christ: “Yet a little 
while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent 
me” (v. 33). No one could take Christ’s life before His time  
(v. 30), but neither could anyone prevent Christ from return-
ing to the One who had sent Him, the Father. The same is 
true with us, if we are here as pilgrims. We will desire to 
return to Him whenever He calls us. 

If we live a life like this, our whole life will be, in a sense, 
a feast of tabernacles. It will bring much joy because we will 
have all we need in Christ. 



THE FOUNTAIN
Besides dwelling among His people, Christ also provides all 
that they need. That is why He proclaimed Himself as the 
glorious fountain on the last day of the feast (vv. 37–39). “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall f low rivers of living water.” As we noted earlier, it was 
a custom for priests to pour water out on the temple plain to 
symbolize how water had come from the rock in the wilder-
ness time to quench the Israelites’ thirst in the desert. The 
pilgrim life might be difficult and dangerous, but Christ is 
everything His people need. He is the fountain that f lows 
without fail and reaches them wherever they are. They just 
need to stoop down and drink. 

What does it mean to drink from Christ? It means to 
bring Him our emptiness and be filled with His fullness. 
It means to taste Him and receive Him, to embrace all that 
He is. It means to believe His Word.

Many people try to quench their thirst with things that 
can’t satisfy. And certainly, nothing we drink from does 
what Christ does. As Christ promises: “Out of his belly [the 
center of his or her being] shall f low rivers of living water.” 
Those who truly drink from Christ the fountain become 
fountains themselves! They are channels to which others 
can come and drink from the fountain of living waters and 
they in turn are changed and transformed. 

John tells us that the living water is the Holy Spirit. 
That means that the Holy Spirit, who indwells believers, 
will show His power through them, refreshing others. How 
amazing! I think that many of the Lord’s people don’t real-
ize enough what power God promises to give us when we 
have the Holy Spirit. 

At the end of this chapter, we meet Nicodemus again, 
our friend from chapter 3. He stands up to the other Phari-
sees ever so slightly: “Doth our law judge any man, before 

it hear him, and know what he doeth?” (v. 51). Nicodemus 
is taking a step, albeit a baby step, towards the light. Maybe 
he will drink from this fountain and become a fountain 
himself. 

How about you? Is the fear of others something that 
keeps you in darkness and emptiness? Or is the thirst in 
your soul such that you need to bow and drink from this 
water that is Christ? He came from heaven to earth. He was 
content to live the life of a pilgrim. He calls us to believe His 
Word and live out of Him, which is a feast indeed. 

QUEsTIONs
1. Can you understand the attitude of the brothers 

toward Jesus at the beginning of the chapter? What 
was their problem and how do we show this same 
attitude? 

2. What does this chapter teach us about God’s timing? 
What does this teach us about God’s control in the 
world and over your life?

3. In verse 7, Jesus gives the reason why the world hates 
Him, despite His good works. Why does the world 
hate Him? 

4. How can we discern whether someone is from God 
or men, according to verse 18? 

5. How might living water become visible in our lives? 
How can we pass living water on to the people around 
us? 

6. Nicodemus slowly changed after his visit to Jesus. 
Trace how you think he might have changed. How 
does the Lord work that in the lives of His people?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free 
Reformed churches of North America.
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Questions on
liViNg chRistiaNly iN aN 
UnCHRISTIAn WORLD (2)

FAmIly GuIDANCE  |  DR. JOEl R. BEEKE

Recently, I was asked some very good questions 
at a family conference on the theme of “Living 
Christianly in an Unchristian World,” and promised 
to publish my answers in due course . Here is the 
second of two articles in which I do so .

1. How may engagement in or neglect of family worship 
affect our ability to live christianly in an unchristian 
world?

There is much that could be said here. First, neglecting fam-
ily worship throws away a central means of evangelizing your 
children. God commands the fathers to teach their children 
so they might set their hope in God and keep His com-
mandments (Ps. 78:1–8). Second, neglecting family worship 
weakens your child’s ability to learn the catechism. Those 
who catechize in church know that the children who excel 
at learning doctrine and Scripture memory work are those 
whose parents work with them at home.  Third, neglecting 
family worship tends to privatize our faith. Family worship 
trains us to talk about our faith with others and to pray out 
loud with others. We learn that Christianity is not just me 
and God, but a network of relationships both vertical and 
horizontal. Fourth, neglecting family worship deprives your 
children of an opportunity for your children to hear how 
your heart is set for Christ as well as how the Bible speaks 
to all kinds of practical areas. They see your actions and hear 
your words. But they will not fully understand why you live 
as you do unless you open the Word and open your heart in 
instruction, exhortation, praise, and prayer together. 

Fifth, neglecting family worship tends to create an envi-
ronment of either legalism or license. Family worship lays 
a foundation for a disciplined and unified Christian home. 
Teaching your children the whole counsel of God will give 
them the wisdom to understand why your family does what 
you do, abstains from what you abstain, and disciplines for 
what you discipline. Sixth, neglecting family worship sug-
gests that God is just for Sundays and church. The Lord says 
that an important way we learn to love Him with all our 
hearts is by filling our family life with discussions of His 
Word (Deut. 6:4–9). Seventh and lastly, neglecting family 
worship is breaking God’s law. God commands fathers to 
bring up their children “in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). That requires the head of the house-
hold to teach the Word in the home. How can we expect 
to live Christianly in a wicked world if we are willfully 
disobeying God’s command?

2. Many Christian families today homeschool their chil-
dren. Given the desire of homeschoolers to pass along 
their values and shield their children from the world, 
is there such a notion as too much isolation from  
the world?

Much of what our culture thinks is essential has little or 
nothing to do with becoming a well-rounded believer. Phi-
lippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” 
There is no reason why we should be reading, playing with, 
listening to, or watching things in our homes that are cor-
rupt and corrupting. “For it is a shame even to speak of those 
things which are done of them in secret” (Eph. 5:12). 

However, there are ways that Christians should beware 
of isolating their children. Do not build such high walls 
around them that they cannot form real friendships with 
others. Jesus is our model, who as a child “increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” 
(Luke 1:52). Children must develop intellectually, physi-
cally, spiritually, and socially. They need you to show them 
how to relate to people in the world. We cannot hide in a 
tiny ghetto of people who believe exactly as we do. Your 
children will have to get along in the world, finding jobs 
and laboring with coworkers, buying homes and relating to 
neighbors, etc. There are some people they should simply 
avoid, lest their morals be corrupted (1 Cor. 15:33). But they 
need you to guide them in how best to relate to the gener-
ally moral neighbor who goes to a heretical church, or the 
coworker who is a Muslim, or the true believer who does not 
exactly follow your particular beliefs. Fathers, one particular 
application of this is that you must not set your standards so 
high for your daughters that the only man you would accept 
to come courting is one who is as spiritually mature as you 
are. How mature were you when you got married? 

Instead of walls that keep everyone out, teach your 
children to build rings of walls with reasonable gateways. 
The outermost wall would keep them from people who are 
dangerous. A wall further in would separate casual friends 
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from close friends. The innermost wall would be the wall of 
whom you would bless as a marriage partner. In each wall, 
guide your children to make a gateway that is as open as 
love, scriptural principles, and prudence allow.

3. what can the Puritans teach us about parenting?
How many hours do I have to answer this question? Let me 
recommend William Gouge’s Building a Godly Home (edited 
by Scott Brown and me; available from Reformation Heri-
tage Books). These books are by far the most inf luential that 
any Puritan wrote on parenting. Gouge walks you through 
the household duties of Ephesians 5 and 6 with remarkable 
insight. I would also recommend the Scottish Presbyterian 
Directory for Family Worship (1647). 

In brief, the Puritans teach us: (1) to cherish marriage and 
sexuality as gifts from God; (2) to value children as God’s 
heritage; (3) to exercise authority in the home with humil-
ity, love, and openness to good counsel from those under 
our authority; (4) to protect and nourish our children from 
the onset of pregnancy forward; (5) to call them to come to 
Christ; (6) to train them in piety or godliness; (7) to bring 
children to the means of grace in the church; (8) to teach 
them to read, and especially to read the Bible, (9) to lead 
them in regular family worship, (10) to discipline them with 
wisdom, consistency, and compassion, (11) to guide them in 
educational and vocational choices; (12) to help them find a 
good spouse. The Puritans gave biblical and prudential coun-
sel on every aspect of parenting from conception onward.

4. what do you think is the best way for families to 
develop a “family mission” to impact our culture?

The mission to impact our culture is based on the creation 
mandate given by God  to subdue the earth and have domin-
ion over the other creatures (Gen. 1:28). This mandate 
stands upon the fact that God created us in His image, and 
thus we are creative rulers under His Lordship. Therefore, 
the first and most important way to inf luence culture is, by 
the Spirit’s grace, to cultivate the image of God in ourselves 
and our children in true knowledge, righteousness, and holi-
ness (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). That is our general calling or 
vocation. It does no good to develop skills or bid for power 
in society if we remain wicked. Second, the family should 
work together to fulfill the special calling or vocation God 
extends to the head of the household, the father. With his 
wife at his side as his much-needed helper, the father should 
soberly consider his talents and zealously use them for the 
glory of God. Whether he is a farmer or a physicist, let him 
do it heartily as to the Lord (Col. 3:23). Third, husbands 
and wives should seek to be fruitful and to multiply the 
image of God on earth by bearing and nurturing children 
as heirs of God’s kingdom and covenant (Gen. 1:28; Bap-
tism Form). Fourth, the family should work together to 

develop the gifts and talents of each child and then launch 
that child into his or her own special vocation. What bet-
ter way is there to inf luence culture than to raise up godly 
lawyers, statesmen, judges, mechanics, technicians, cooks, 
artists, writers, journalists, ministers, teachers, scientific 
researchers, computer programmers, soldiers, police officers, 
engineers, construction workers, librarians, business owners, 
and retail salesmen? 

5. How can church leaders better encourage parents in 
their ministry in the home?

Here are a few ways that ministers can encourage fathers 
and mothers. First, ministers can expound God’s great and 
noble purposes for the family. Passages like Genesis 1 and 2  
or Ephesians 5 and 6 or Titus 2 turn the tables on the 
way our culture demeans the family and lift up fathers and 
mothers as key players in God’s plan. Women, there is noth-
ing more noble and powerful and beautiful than the office 
and work of a wife and mother. Men, your greatest work for 
God, your most important ministry, is to love your wife and 
nurture your children. The church should explain these high 
callings and exhort parents to fulfil them. 

Second, ministers can relieve parents of some of their 
stress by reminding them that the family is not an end in 
itself. God’s glory in Christ, God’s reign by Christ, and the 
doing of God’s will through Christ are the great and ulti-
mate ends. The family serves a temporary and partial role 
in accomplishing these ultimate ends. But parents must not 
idolize themselves as if they were saviors, or idolize fam-
ily life as if it were the kingdom of God, or idolize their 
children as if they were the chief end of man. That’s a huge 
relief because—let’s face it—we have all fallen far short in 
parenting. You can read a hundred good books on parenting, 
and sin will still impede and stain your efforts. 

Third, ministers and elders (and older women) can sup-
port the family by coming alongside fathers and mothers 
and modeling godly parenting. For example, a minister can 
visit a home and lead family worship so that the father 
can see firsthand what it should look like. Older men and 
women can meet regularly with young fathers and mothers 
to help them to grow in parental wisdom. We should never 
isolate the family from the rest of the body of Christ as if 
each family were a self-sufficient unit of Christianity. Christ 
makes us all members of His body, the church, and each 
family needs the others in the church in order to fulfill its 
calling in Christ. 

Fourth and most importantly, pastors and teachers can set 
forth the gospel and lift up the eyes of fathers, mothers, and 
children to the glorious, all-sufficient, and merciful Christ. 
I say this is the most important thing, because Christ is our 
life and apart from Him we can do nothing. Apart from 
Christ, our best efforts must fail.  But in Christ there is no 
condemnation for us despite all our failures in the family. 



In Christ there is grace to cover all our failures and provide 
all that we need to go on with Him, trusting in His mercy 
and hoping in His Word. “Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s 
children, and peace upon Israel” (Ps. 128:6).

6. what is the specific role of each Person of the triune 
Godhead in aiding and enabling us to live christianly 
in an unchristian world?

Here’s another book recommendation: John Owen, Commu-
nion with God (volume 2 in his Works, or published separately 
in various forms). This is an excellent resource on learning 
about the specific ministry of each Person in the Trinity. 
Now, to summarize Owen’s 270 pages with one verse of 
Scripture, we read in 2 Corinthians 13:14, “The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.” God the Father 
blesses us out of His infinite, eternal, unchangeable love. 
Everything in our salvation f lows from His undeserved love. 
It was His choice, His plan, and His delight. Our walk with 
God is the living out of our adoption as sons and daughter 
under the Father’s love. Christ Jesus comes to us with grace. 
He extends to us the redeeming grace that washes us from 
sin, frees us from bondage, rids us of guilt, and covers our 
shame. He is now the immense reservoir filled with every 
spiritual blessing from the Father. 

The Holy Spirit draws us into spiritual communion or 
fellowship with God. He applies to us that which we have in 
Christ, the forgiveness of sins and the daily renewing of our 
lives, and thus brings to fulfillment the loving purposes of 
the Father. He makes us one with Christ, unites us as a holy 
temple in the Lord, and sets us apart to live for Him. He 
is poured into our hearts so that the Father’s love becomes 
real to us and we cry boldly and longingly to God as our 
Father. The Holy Spirit is the living bond uniting us to God 
through Christ, and to each other in Christ. As a result 
God Himself dwells with us and dwells in us in the closest 
intimacy with our soul. And yet these three divine Persons 
act as one God, cooperating in all their works so that we 
cannot contemplate any one Person without quickly being 
drawn to rejoice in the others, and in the triune God. For as 
the Father sent the Son, so the Son glorifies the Father by 

doing His will; as the Father and the Son send the Spirit, so 
the Spirit glorifies the Father as our “Abba,” and the Spirit 
glorifies the Son by applying His work to us.

7. what is the role of the church members in aiding the 
pastor and elders in an unchristian world?

I wrote a little booklet called A Faithful Church Member 
which outlines fifteen ways a member of the church should 
conduct himself. It might be helpful. I won’t go into all 
those ways now. Let me just say, first, receive their preach-
ing, teaching, exhortations, and rebukes as the gift of Christ 
(Eph. 4:11). That is, insofar as they faithfully preach the 
Word of God, believe it and obey it meekly and zealously. 
Second, pray for their ministry, especially their public min-
istry of the Word, that the Holy Spirit would fill them with 
wisdom and boldness (Acts 4:31; Eph. 6:19–20).

Third, do not view them as lords and saviors, but as the 
servants and stewards of the God who alone has power 
to build Christ’s church (1 Cor. 3:5–4:7). They are only 
men, limited men, men who grow weary and need rest, 
men who make mistakes, men who need accountability and 
encouragement. They cannot guarantee that the church 
will f lourish nor prevent members from committing tragic 
sins. Similarly, do not view them as the all-sufficient head 
of the body—there is only one such Head, namely, Christ 
Jesus the Lord (Eph. 4:15–16). A pastor is himself but one 
member of the body. The body can have the best eye in the 
world, but it will die if its hands and feet don’t do their jobs. 
So volunteer and serve.

Fourth, treat them with much love and respect as your 
God-ordained shepherds despite their faults (1 Thess. 5:12–
13; Heb. 13:7). If you have a pastor who preaches the Bible, 
prays with faith, administers baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
according to the Lord’s appointment and example, faithfully 
exercises church discipline, and loves the people of God, 
then thank God every day. Many people in this world have 
no such pastor to feed and lead them. Fifth, pay your pastors 
an adequate salary (Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17–18). The Bible says 
he is worthy of double honor, so while he need not be rich 
he should be well-provided for.
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY

Spiritual
      Pride

The first and worst cause of error that prevails in our 
day is pride. This is the main door by which the devil 
comes into the hearts of those who are zealous for the 
advancement of Christ. It is the chief inlet of smoke 
from the bottomless pit to darken the mind and mis-
lead the judgment, and the main handle by which 
Satan takes hold of Christians to hinder a work of 
God. Until this disease is cured, medicines are applied 
in vain to heal all other diseases.

Pride is much more difficult to discern than any 
other corruption because, by nature, pride is a person 
having too high a thought of himself. Is it any sur-
prise, then, that a person who has too high a thought 
of himself is unaware of it? He thinks the opinion he 
has of himself has just grounds and therefore is not 
too high. As a result, there is no other matter in which 
the heart is more deceitful and unsearchable. The very 
nature of it is to work self-confidence and drive away 
any suspicion of evil respecting itself. 

Pride takes many forms and shapes, and encom-
passes the heart like the layers of an onion—when you 
pull off one layer, there is another underneath. There-
fore, we need to have the greatest watch imaginable 
over our hearts with respect to this matter, and to cry 
most earnestly to the great searcher of hearts for His 
help. He who trusts his own heart is a fool.

Since spiritual pride in its own nature is secretive, 
it cannot be well discerned by immediate intuition of 
the thing itself. It is best identified by its fruits and 
effects, some of which I will mention together with the 
contrary fruits of Christian humility.

The spiritually proud person is full of light already and 
feels that he does not need instruction, so he is ready to 
despise the offer of it. On the other hand, the humble 
person is like a little child who easily receives instruc-
tion. He is cautious in his estimate of himself, sensitive 
as to how liable he is to go astray. If it is suggested to 
him that he does go astray, he is most ready to inquire 
into the matter.

Proud people tend to speak of others’ sins—the miser-
able delusion of hypocrites, the deadness of some saints 
with bitterness, or the opposition to holiness of many 
believers. Pure Christian humility, however, is silent 
about the sins of others, or speaks of them with grief 
and pity. The spiritually proud person finds fault with 
other saints for their lack of progress in grace, while 
the humble Christian sees so much evil in his own 
heart, and is so concerned about it, that he is not apt 
to be very busy with other hearts. He complains most 
of himself and his own spiritual coldness, and readily 
hopes that most everyone has more love and thankful-
ness to God than he.

Spiritually proud people often speak of almost every-
thing they see in others in the harshest, most severe 
language. They frequently say of another’s opinion, 
conduct, or coldness that it is from the devil or from 
hell. Commonly, their criticism is directed against not 
only wicked men but also toward true children of God 
and those who are their superiors. The humble, how-
ever, even when they have extraordinary discoveries of 
God’s glory, are overwhelmed with their own vileness 
and sinfulness. Their exhortations to fellow Christians 
are given in a loving and humble manner, and they 
treat others with as much humility and gentleness as 
Christ, who is infinitely above them, treats them.

Spiritual pride often disposes persons to act differently 
in external appearance—to assume a different way of 
speaking, countenance, or behavior. However, the humble 
Christian, though he will be firm in his duty—going 
the way of heaven alone even if all the world forsake 
him—yet he does not delight in being different for 
difference’s sake. He does not try to set himself up to 
be viewed and observed as one distinguished, but on 
the contrary, is disposed to become all things to all 
men, to yield to others, to conform to them, and to 
please them in all but sin.

Proud people take great notice of opposition and inju-
ries, and are prone to speak often about them with an air of 
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bitterness or contempt. Christian humility, on the other 
hand, disposes a person to be more like his blessed 
Lord, who when reviled did not open his mouth but 
committed Himself in silence to Him who judges righ-
teously. For the humble Christian, the more clamorous 
and furious the world is against him, the more silent 
and still he will be, unless it is in his prayer closet, and 
there he will not be still.

Another pattern of spiritually proud people is to behave 
in ways that make them the focus of others. It is natural 
for a person under the inf luence of pride to take all the 
respect that is paid to him. If others show a disposition 
to submit to him and yield deference to him, he is open 
to it and freely receives it. In fact, they come to expect 
such treatment and to form an ill opinion of those who 
do not give them what they feel they deserve.

One under the influence of spiritual pride is more apt to 
instruct others than to ask questions. Such a person natu-
rally puts on airs of a master. The eminently humble 
Christian thinks he needs help from everyone, whereas 

the spiritually proud person thinks everyone needs 
his help. Christian humility, under a sense of oth-
ers’ misery, entreats and beseeches, but spiritual pride 
commands and warns with authority.

As spiritual pride disposes people to assume much to 
themselves, so it disposes to treat others with neglect. On 
the contrary, pure Christian humility disposes per-
sons to honor all men. To enter into disputes about 
Christianity is sometimes unseasonable, yet we ought 
to be very careful that we do not refuse to discourse 
with carnal men because we count them unworthy to 
be regarded. Instead, we should condescend to carnal 
men as Christ has condescended to us.

Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758) is historically America’s most famous 
pastor, theologian, and philosopher. This article is adapted from “Some 
Thoughts Concerning the Present Revival of Religion in New Eng-
land” from The Works of Jonathan Edwards. Published by Banner of 
Truth Trust, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Reprinted with permission.

Cultivating
     Humility
BRIAN HEDGEs

1. Know the greatness of your sin and your God.
John Owen said, “Two things need to humble us. 
First, let us consider God in His greatness, glory, 
holiness, power, majesty, and authority. Then, let us 
consider ourselves in our mean, abject, and sinful 
condition.” True humility results from seeing the 
truth about God and about ourselves.

2. learn to give up self-defense.
To be humble you must learn to die to what Augus-
tine called “the lust of vindicating ourselves.” There 

is a balance here. There is a time when you need to 
defend your integrity—when the loss of it will ruin 
your witness or mar the testimony of Christ. But 
most of the time, we spend too much time trying 
to justify our actions.

3. Be harsh on yourself rather than others.
Fénelon said, “Can we with justice feel contempt for 
others and dwell on their faults, when we are full 
of them ourselves? Our strong feelings about the 
faults of others is itself a great fault.” Be suspicious 
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of yourself if you get overly exercised about some-
one else’s sin! Chances are you have a log in your 
eye, while you may be fretting about the splinter in 
someone else’s. Here is a good test: Is this matter 
a big enough deal that you will lovingly discuss it 
with the person you are concerned about? If it isn’t, 
then it certainly isn’t a big enough deal to discuss 
it with others!

4. Never consider yourself humble.
Don’t become like Uriah Heep from the old classic 
novel, who was always asserting his own humility. 
Don’t be like the church member who was awarded 
a medal for humility, but then had it taken away 
because he wore it! A humble person will never 
presume to tell others that he is humble because he 
doesn’t know it.

5. Practice humility in the little things.
Andrew Murray wrote: “The insignificances of daily 
life are the tests of eternity because they prove what 
spirit really possesses us. It is in our most unguarded 
moments that we really show and see what we are. 
To know…how the humble man behaves, you must 
follow him in the common course of daily life.” 
What does this mean practically? Give in to your 
mate next time the two of you disagree. Don’t get 
angry next time someone cuts you off in traffic. Be 
eager to take the blame for mistakes. Quickly seek 
reconciliation with others.

6. Forget your self.
This is really what you should be aiming for in the 
fight for humility: to be really unconscious of your 
self at all. This is especially relevant when it comes 
to your motives: Do you do the things you do for 
the Lord or for the applause of men? C. S. Lewis 
said that the relationship between self-regard and 
the need for approval of others is like an itch that 
needs to be scratched. “As long as we have the itch 
of self-regard, we shall want the pleasure of self-
approval; but the happiest moments are those when 
we forget our precious selves and have neither, but 
have everything else instead.” This is subtle. It is 
easy and tempting to want the approval and compli-
ments of others after you cook a nice meal, or pray 
a moving prayer, or give a sacrificial gift. But that 
is an unhealthy itch that wants to be scratched; it 
would be better not to have the itch at all.

7. Delight in the lord, not accomplishments.
Thus saith the Lord: “Let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in 

his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
but let him him that glorieth glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, 
and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things 
I delight, saith the LORD” (Jer. 9:23–24).

Note the three things men tend to glory in. Some 
men boast in wisdom, whether in the form of edu-
cation, natural intelligence, practical know-how, or 
wit and cleverness. Others tend to boast in might—
a sharp physique, physical prowess and strength, 
fitness, muscle tone, beauty. Still others are proud 
of riches—wealth, prosperity, success, aff luence.

But God says we should glory in understanding 
and knowing God, not in our own human dis-
tinctions and accomplishments. One of the most 
important keys to humility is a sight of the satisfy-
ing God who is infinitely greater than we are.

8. meditate on the gospel.
When Paul wanted to cultivate humility in the 
members of a local church, he took them straight 
to the gospel. In fact, Philippians 2:5–11 is one 
of the most profound meditations on the gospel 
in all of Scripture, as Paul describes the humility 
of Jesus in His incarnation, obedience, and death. 
And when Jesus taught His disciples servanthood, 
He pointed them to His own vocation as Servant 
as both their highest example and deepest motive 
for serving others. “But so shall it not be among 
you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall 
be your minister: and whosoever of you will be 
the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the 
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:43–45). Our humility is the fruit of, and 
a response to, the humility of Christ Himself.

The only way we’ll be freed from the pride of 
boasting in ourselves is if we find a more worthy 
object in which to boast. That’s why the wisdom of 
Scripture never simply says, “Do not boast, but be 
humble”; instead it directs us to “glory in the Lord” 
(Ps. 34:2; Jer. 9:23–24; 1 Cor. 1:26–31) and to “glory 
in the cross.” As Paul wrote in Galatians 6:14, “But 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruci-
fied unto me, and I unto the world.”

Brian G. Hedges (www.BrianGHedges.com) is a pastor for Fulkerson 
Park Baptist Church in Niles, Michigan, and author of several books, 
including Active Spirituality: Grace and Effort in the Christian Life. He 
and his wife, Holly, have four children and live in South Bend, Indiana. 
Reprinted with permission.
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Our Faith and Obedience
CHARLEs H. sPURGEON

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive 
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 

—HEBREWS 11:8

The part of the text to which I call your attention 
lies in these words, “By faith Abraham obeyed.” Obe-
dience—what a blessing it would be if we were all 
trained to it by the Holy Spirit! How fully would we be 
restored if we were perfect in it! If all the world would 
obey the Lord, what a heaven on earth there would 
be! Perfect obedience to God would mean love among 
men, justice to all classes, and peace in every land. Our 
will brings envy, malice, war; but the Lord’s will would 
bring us love, joy, rest, bliss. Obedience—let us pray 
for it for ourselves and others!

Surely, though we have had to mourn our disobe-
dience with many tears and sighs, we now find joy in 
yielding ourselves as servants of the Lord. Our deepest 
desire is to do the Lord’s will in all things. Oh, for 
obedience! It has been supposed by many ill-instructed 
people that the doctrine of justification by faith is 
opposed to the teaching of good works or obedience. 
There is no truth in the supposition. We preach the 
obedience of faith. Faith is the fountain, the foun-
dation, and the fosterer of obedience. Men do not 
obey God until they believe Him. We preach faith in 
order that men may be brought to obedience. To dis-
believe is to disobey. One of the first signs of practical 
obedience is found in the obedience of the mind, the 
understanding, and the heart; and this is expressed in 
believing the teaching of Christ, trusting His work, 
and resting in His salvation. Faith is the morning star 
of obedience. If we would work the work of God, 
we must believe on Jesus Christ whom He hath sent  
(John 6:29).

Brethren, we do not give a secondary place to 
obedience, as some suppose. We look upon the obedi-
ence of the heart to the will of God as salvation. The 
attainment of perfect obedience would mean perfect 
salvation. We regard sanctification, or obedience, as 
the great design for which the Savior died. He shed 
His blood that He might cleanse us from dead works 
and purify unto Himself a people zealous for good 
works (Titus 2:14). It is for this that we were chosen: 

we are elect unto holiness. We know nothing of elec-
tion to continue in sin. It is for this that we have been 
called: we are “called to be saints” (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 
1:2). Obedience is the grand object of the work of grace 
in the hearts of those who are chosen and called. They 
are to become obedient children, conformed to the 
image of their Elder Brother, with whom the Father 
is well pleased.

The obedience that comes of faith is of a noble sort. 
The obedience of a slave ranks very little higher than 
the obedience of a well-trained horse or dog, for it is 
tuned to the crack of the whip. Obedience that is not 
cheerfully rendered is not the obedience of the heart, 
and consequently is of little worth before God. If the 
man obeys because he has no opportunity of doing 
otherwise—if, were he free, he would at once become 
a rebel—there is nothing in his obedience.

The obedience of faith springs from an internal 
principle and not from external compulsion. It is sus-
tained by the mind’s soberest reasoning and the heart’s 
warmest passion. The man reasons with himself that 
he ought to obey his Redeemer, his Father, his God; at 
the same time, the love of Christ constrains him so to 
do; thus what argument suggests, affection performs. 
A sense of great obligation, an apprehension of the fit-
ness of obedience, and spiritual renewal of heart work 
an obedience that becomes essential to the sanctified 
soul. Hence, it is not relaxed in the time of temptation 
nor destroyed in the hour of losses and sufferings. Life 
has no trial that can turn the gracious soul from its 
passion for obedience, and death itself only enables it 
to render an obedience that shall be as blissful as it will 
be complete. Yes, this is a chief ingredient of heaven: 
we shall see the face of our Lord and serve Him day 
and night in His temple. Meanwhile, the more fully 
we obey at this present, the nearer we shall be to His 
temple gate. May the Holy Spirit work in us, so that 
by faith—like Abraham—we may obey!

I preach to you, at this time, obedience—absolute 
obedience to the Lord God; but I preach the obedience 
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of a child, not the obedience of a slave; the obedience 
of love, not of dread. I urge you, as God will help me, 
in order that you may come at this obedience, that  
you should seek after stronger faith. “For by faith 
Abraham obeyed.”

In every case where the father of the faithful 
obeyed, it was the result of his faith; and in every 

case in which you and I shall render true obedience, 
it will be the product of our faith. Obedience, such 
as God can accept, never comes out of a heart that 
thinks God a liar; but it is wrought in us by the Spirit 
of the Lord through our believing in the truth, love, 
and grace of our God in Christ Jesus. If any of you are 
now disobedient, or have been so, the road to a better 
state of things is trust in God. You cannot hope to 
render obedience by the mere forging of conduct into 
a certain groove or by a personal, unaided effort of the 
resolution. There is a free-grace road to obedience, and 
that is receiving by faith the Lord Jesus, who is the 
gift of God and is made of God unto us sanctification  
(1 Cor. 1:30). We receive the Lord Jesus by faith, and 
He teaches us obedience and creates it in us. The more 
faith in Him you have, the more obedience to Him 
will you manifest. I was about to say that that obedi-
ence naturally f lows out of faith, and I should not have 
spoken amiss; for as a man believeth so is he, and in 
proportion to the strength and purity of his faith in 
God, as He is revealed in Jesus Christ, will be the holy 
obedience of his life. Consider the kind of faith that 
produces obedience. 

It is, manifestly, faith in God as having the right to 
command our obedience. Beloved in the Lord, you know 

that He is Sovereign and that His will is His law. 
You [believe] that God—your Maker, your Preserver, 
your Redeemer, and your Father—should have your 
unswerving service. We unite, also, in confessing that 
we are not our own, but we are bought with a price (1 
Cor. 6:20). The Lord our God has a right to us that 
we should not wish to question. He has a greater claim 

upon our ardent service than He has upon 
the services of the angels; for, while they 
were created as we have been, yet they have 
never been redeemed by precious blood. 
Our glorious incarnate God has an unques-
tioned right to every breath we breathe, to 
every thought we think, to every moment 
of our lives, and to every capacity of our 
being. We believe in Jehovah as rightful 
Lawgiver and as most fitly out Ruler. This 
loyalty of our mind is based on faith and is 
a chief prompter to obedience. 

Cultivate this feeling always. The Lord 
is our Father, but He is “our Father which 
art in heaven” (Matt. 6:9). He draws near 
to us in condescension; we must not pre-
sume to think of Him as though He were 
such a one as ourselves. There is a holy 
familiarity with God that cannot be too 
much enjoyed; but there is a f lippant famil-
iarity with God that cannot be too much 
abhorred. The Lord is King: His will is not 

to be questioned; His every word is law. Let us never 
question His sovereign right to decree what He pleases 
and to fulfill the decree, to command what He pleases, 
and to punish every shortcoming. Because we have 
faith in God as Lord of all, we gladly pay Him our 
homage and desire in all things to say: “Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven.”… May we enter into 
that true spirit of obedience, which is the unshaken 
belief that the Lord is right! Nothing short of this is 
the obedience of the inner man—the obedience which 
the Lord desires. 

Furthermore, we must have faith in the Lord’s call 
upon us to obey. Abraham went out from his father’s 
house because he believed that, whatever God said to 
others, He had spoken to him, and said, “Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house” (Gen. 12:1). Whatever the Lord may 
have said to the Chaldeans or to other families in Ur, 
Abraham was not so much concerned with that as with 
the special word of command which the Lord had sent 
to his own soul. Oh, that we were most of all earnest 
to render personal obedience! 

It is very easy to offer unto God a sort of “other 
people’s obedience”—to fancy that we are serving God 
when we are finding fault with our neighbors and 
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lamenting that they are not as godly as they ought to 
be. Truly, we cannot help seeing their shortcomings; 
but we should do well to be less observant of them 
than we are. Let us turn our magnifying glasses upon 
ourselves. It is not so much our business to be weeding 
other people’s gardens as to keep our own vineyard. To 
the Lord each one should cry, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” We, who are His chosen, redeemed 
from among men, called out from the rest of mankind, 
ought to feel that if no other ears hear the divine call, 
our ears must hear it; and if no other heart obeys, our 
soul rejoices to do so. We are bound with cords to the 
horns of the altar. The strongest ties of gratitude hold 
us to the service of Jesus; we must be obedient in life to 
Him who, for our sakes, was obedient unto death. Our 
service to our Lord is freedom; we will to yield to His 
will. To delight Him is our delight. It is a blessed thing 
when the inmost nature yearns to obey God, when 
obedience grows into a habit and becomes the very 
element in which the spirit breathes. Surely it should 
be so with every one of the blood-washed children of 
the Most High, and their lives will prove that it is so. 
Others are bound to obey, but we should attend most 
to our own personal obligation and set our own houses 
in order. Our obedience should begin at home, and it 
will find its hands full enough there. 

Obedience arises out of a faith that is to us the 
paramount principle of action. The kind of faith that 
produces obedience is lord of the understanding, a 
royal faith. The true believer believes in God beyond 
all his belief in anything else and everything else. 
He can say, “Let God be true, but every man a liar” 
(Rom. 3:4). His faith in God has become to him the 
crown of all his believing, the most assured of all his 
confidences. As gold is to the inferior metals, such is 
our trust in God to all other trusts. To the genuine 
believer, the eternal is as much above the temporal as 
the heavens are above the earth. The infinite rolls, like 
Noah’s f lood, over the tops of the hills of the present 
and the finite. To the believer, let a truth be tinctured 
with the glory of God, and he values it; but if God 
and eternity be not there, he will leave these trif les 
to others. 

You must have a paramount faith in God, or else 
the will of God will not be a paramount rule to you. 
Only a reigning faith will make us subject to its power, 
so as to be in all things obedient to the Lord. The chief 
thought in life with the true believer is, “How can I 
obey God?” His great anxiety is to do the will of God, 
or acceptably to suffer that will; and if he can obey, 
he will make no terms with God and stand upon no 
reservations. He will pray, “Refine me from the dross 
of rebellion, and let the furnace be as fierce as Thou 

wilt.” His choice is neither wealth nor ease nor honor, 
but that he may glorify God in his body and his spirit, 
which are the Lord’s. Obedience has become as much 
his rule as self-will is the rule of others. His cry unto 
the Lord is, “By Thy command I stay or go. Thy will 
is my will; Thy pleasure is my pleasure; Thy law is 
my love.” 

God grant us a supreme, over-mastering faith; for 
this is the kind of faith that we must have if we are to 
lead obedient lives! We must have faith in God’s right 
to rule, faith in the rightness of His commands, faith 
in our personal obligation to obey, and faith that the 
command must be the paramount authority of our 
being. With this faith of God’s elect, we shall realize 
the object of our election, namely, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love (Eph. 1:4).

Dear friend, do you have this kind of faith? I will 
withdraw the question as directed to you, and I will 
ask it of myself. Have I the faith that leads me to obey 
my God? For obedience, if it be of the kind we are 
speaking of, is faith in action—faith walking with 
God; or, shall I say, walking before the Lord in the 
land of the living? If we have a faith that is greedy in 
hearing, swift in judging, and rapid in self-congratula-
tion, but not inclined to obedience, we have the faith of 
hypocrites. If our faith enables us to set up as patterns 
of sound doctrine and qualifies us to crack the heads 
of all who differ from us, and yet lacks the fruit of 
obedience, it will leave us among the “dogs” who are 
“without” (Rev. 22:15). The faith that makes us obey 
is alone the faith that marks the children of God. It is 
better to have the faith that obeys than the faith that 
moves mountains. I would sooner have the faith that 
obeys than the faith that heaps the altar of God with 
sacrifices and perfumes His courts with incense. I 
would rather obey God than rule an empire; after all, 
the loftiest sovereignty a soul can inherit is to have a 
dominion over self by rendering believing obedience 
to the Most High.

“By faith Abraham obeyed,” and by faith only can 
you and I obey…. I leave this word with you. Remem-
ber, “By faith Abraham obeyed.” Have faith in God; 
and then obey, obey, obey, and keep on obeying, until 
the Lord shall call you home. Obey on earth, and then 
you will have learned to obey in heaven. Obedience 
is the rehearsal of eternal bliss. Practice by obedience 
now the song that you will sing forever in glory. God 
grant His grace to us! Amen.

Charles H. Spurgeon (1834–1892) was a renowned British Particu-
lar Baptist preacher and prolific author who served the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle for 36 years and preached to about ten million people in his 
lifetime.PR
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The Bible speaks of three types of death: corporal (or 
physical), eternal, and spiritual death. What does each 
mean? First, corporal death refers to a person’s physical 
death—when a person’s soul departs and his body dies. 
Second, eternal death means hell—when a person’s 
soul enters hell and, after the resurrection, when soul 
and body are in hell. But what is spiritual death? 

Spiritual death is the condition of being separated 
from God’s saving grace and from a loving relationship 
with Him. Since our deep fall in Adam, the represen-
tative of the entire human race, we are born separated 
from God. Our sinful nature wants to be its own god. 
We do not love and live for the true God, but for our-
selves. Because spiritual life can only be found in God 
our Creator and in a living connection with Him, we 
are spiritually dead without a living and loving rela-
tionship with God.

Being spiritually dead, however, does not mean, 
that a person’s will is dead or his freedom to choose 
and act is lost. No; every day we all make choices. The 
problem is that so long as we are spiritually dead, we 
will not make choices that love and serve the true God. 
We only choose to serve ourselves. We therefore need a 
new heart. We need new spiritual life to be implanted 
in our hearts, a new principle that loves the true God 
above all and others as ourselves. We need to be born 
again to have the fruits of this new spiritual life in us.

Spiritual life fights against the old previous life. It 
fights against living selfishly. It tries to kill the desires 
to put self above God and before others and aims to 
love God above all and to genuinely care for others. It 
strives to deny self to love God and others more and 
more.

Have you experienced that you once were 
spiritually dead, and now by God’s wonderful 

grace are spiritually alive? If so, you once lived 
to serve yourself, please yourself, and honor 

yourself. But now, you hate what you once loved. 
You hate it when you put yourself as number 1. 
God and His Word are now number 1. Can you 
identify with this? Does this describe your life? 

spiritual death
 What does “spiritual death” or being 

“spiritually dead” mean?
Suggested Reading: Psalm 14:2–3,  
Isaiah 64:6–7, & Jeremiah 13:23

Adam is our covenant father and natural father. As our cov-
enant father, he represented all mankind. When Adam chose 
sin against God over obedience to Him, Adam’s choice applied 
to all those whom he represented—to the whole human race. 
For example, think of a king, president, or prime minister who 
declares war on another country. This person’s decision impacts all 
the citizens and soldiers of that country because he represents the 
entire country. Likewise, Adam represented the entire human race.

A pastor once visited a person in his church who openly stated 
that he believed it was unfair that Adam’s sin would be applied 
to him. He did not commit the sin of eating the forbidden fruit, 
Adam did, so why should he suffer the consequences? After care-
fully explaining how Adam served as the representative of all 
people and therefore Adam’s decision impacted all of us, the man 
was still not convinced.

The pastor then approached the issue differently. He asked, 
“Why are some people saved and others not?”

“Because Jesus died for them and paid the price of their sins,” 
the man promptly replied.

“So no person who is saved earned his own righteousness?”
“No, of course not.”
“So the work that Jesus did is applied to all of His people, to 

those who believe in Him?”
“Yes.”
“Do you believe this?”
“Yes.”
“Well then, if Adam served as representative of all the human 

race, and his work (sin) is applied to all his children, and Jesus 
served as representative of all His children and His work (salva-
tion) is applied to all His children, please explain to me how you 
can believe that one is fair and the other is not.”

After considerable silence, the man replied, “I see. It is the 
same principle, isn’t it?”
Do you experience the painful truth that Adam’s sin affects 
you and that you are a guilty sinner? What do you do with 

this truth? Do you also experience the wonderful truth 
that Jesus’ salvation affects you, that you are delivered 

from the guilt of sin by His righteousness being applied to 
you? Do you strive to live more and more righteously, out 
of thankfulness for Jesus’ righteousness being granted to 

you? If so, how would this be seen in your life?

original sin
Why am I punished for Adam’s sin? Is this fair?

Suggested Reading: Romans 5:12–18 & 
1 Corinthians 15:22

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

Questions Answered for teensJames W. Beeke

OCTOBeR 2015  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  223



224  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  OCTOBeR 2015

Hannah More: The Woman Who  
Wouldn’t Stop Writing — Sarah Allen
Hannah More had a gift for writing and was set 
to become one of the leading literary lights of her 
day. Over time, however, she came to realize that 
public recognition was not the secret to a life of 
peace or happiness; only Jesus Christ could fulfill 
her life. Hannah went on to defend women’s rights 
and education and was a supporter of the anti-
slavery movement. 

(Christian Focus, PB, 127 pgs) $9.00|$6.75

After They Are Yours: The Grace  
and Grit of Adoption — Brian Borgman
Adoption offers a powerful testimony of grace in 
a world of unwanted pregnancies and on-demand 
abortion. But no one said adoption is easy. As an 
adoptive parent and pastor who has counseled many 
adoptive parents, Brian Borgman talks transpar-
ently and redemptively about the often unspoken 

problems adoptive parents face. This is not a success story, rather it’s 
a story of struggles and failures set in the broader context of a God 
who is gracious and continually teaches us the meaning of adoption. 

(Cruciform, PB, 115 pgs) $9.99|$7.50

Taking God At His Word — Kevin DeYoung
With his characteristic clarity, DeYoung has writ-
ten an accessible introduction to the Bible that 
answers important questions raised by Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike. This book will 
help readers understand what the Bible says about 
itself and the key characteristics that contrib-
ute to its lasting significance. Avoiding techni-
cal jargon, this winsome volume will encourage 
men and women to read and believe the Bible— 
confident that it truly is God’s Word. 

(Crossway, HC, 127 pgs) $17.99|$13.50

BOOK TALK
The titles below are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.  

Pb = paperback, hC = hard cover.

NEw  
RHB  

BOOKs

OTHER TITLEs

The Beauty and Glory of Christ’s Bride Joel R. Beeke, editor

This collection of a dozen addresses given on the church as Christ’s bride at the 2014 Annual 
Conference of Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary unpacks three overarching themes: look-
ing at the loveliness of Christ’s bride, walking in the path with Christ’s bride, and sharing in the 
sorrow and hope of Christ’s bride. Specific topics addressed include the beauty of the church’s 
essence, communion, holiness, unity, diversity, membership, preaching, worship, sacraments, 
discipline, mission, persecution, and future glory. Together these chapters form an appreciative 
and practical book on the doctrine of the church, stirring up believers to have greater devotion 
to Christ’s bride. Two chapters are written by each author, including Michael Barrett, Joel R. 
Beeke, Gerald Bilkes, Conrad Mbewe, David Murray, and William VanDoodewaard. 

(HC, 180 pgs) $25.00|$19.00

Mercy Revealed: A Cross-Centered Look at Christ’s Miracles Gerald M. Bilkes

The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are filled with well-known accounts of the miracles Christ per-
formed. Christians love to ref lect on Christ’s healing of the Gadarene demoniac, His raising to life Jairus’s 
daughter, and His bountifully providing food for five thousand hungry listeners. But author Gerald M. 
Bilkes doesn’t want us to study these miracles just because they are loved or well known. He wants us to 
value them for what they teach us about Christ. He writes, “When we study the miracles, we should never 
lose sight of the glorious and magnificent Christ who performed them. He still performs miracles in hearts 
and lives…. These things should astound us no less than the miracles He did when He was on earth.” This 
heart-warming, experiential look at twenty-two of Christ’s miracles, with questions following each chapter, 
is an excellent tool for personal or group Bible study and will lead you to the cross, the empty tomb, and 
the God who purposed and performed these important events of Scripture. 

(PB, 168 pgs) $12.00|$9.00

“The Gospels are full of accounts of Jesus’ miracles. Why did Jesus do them? What do they have to say to us 
today? Gerald M. Bilkes will help you better appreciate the miracles for what they are— historical pointers 
to the glorious person and work of Jesus Christ. Mercy Revealed is a biblical, practical, and accessible survey 
of one of the leading features of our Lord’s earthly ministry. May this book help you better understand and 
love the Savior.” 

— Guy Prentiss Waters, James M. Baird, Jr. Professor of New Testament, Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi

Arriving in eArly november!



Acts: The Church Afire — R. Kent Hughes
This commentary on the book of Acts explores 
the history of the early church, examining the 
spread of Christianity in the years following 
Christ’s death and resurrection. 

(Crossway, HC, 382 pgs) $34.99|$24.50

The Nursery of the Holy Spirit: Welcoming 
Children in Worship
Daniel R. Hyde
The presence of children in public worship is 
not only striking but also increasingly strange 
in modern American church life. This book is 
based on the conviction that public worship is 
the nursery of the Holy Spirit and that bringing 
children in is beneficial and a blessing. Practical 
advice on how to make this ideal a reality in your 
children’s lives is included. 

(Wipf & Stock, PB, 69 pgs) $13.00|$11.50

The Psalms, Volume 1 – Psalms 1 to 41: 
Rejoice, the Lord is King— James Johnston
The Psalms are treasured poetry that ref lect the 
prayer and praise of ancient Israel. Every genera-
tion opens the Psalms for inspiration, comfort, 
hope, and encouragement. In the first volume 
of a three-volume commentary on the Psalms, 
pastor James Johnston walks readers through 
Psalms 1 to 41, offering exegetical and pastoral 
insights along the way. Accessible and engaging, 

this resource will help anyone interested in studying, teaching, or 
preaching the Bible read the Psalms in a deliberately canonical and 
Christ-centered way. (Crossway, HC, 472 pgs) $34.99|$26.25

Samson: The Strong Man’s Strength
Carine Mackenzie
Samson had many faults yet before he was born 
he was described as “the one who would begin to 
save Israel.” Even as a sinful man, God used him 
in the fight against the enemy. God has provided 
us with a perfect Savior who will conquer all His 
and our enemies. 

(Christian Focus, PB, 31 pgs) $3.99|$3.00

Holiness: Its Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, 
and Roots — J.C. Ryle
Here is perhaps J.C. Ryle’s best-known and, argu-
ably, best-loved book. Although many things 
have changed since 1877, when this book was 
first published, one thing remains the same: “real 
practical holiness does not receive the attention it 
deserves.” It was to remedy this attention deficit, 
and to counter false teaching on this most impor-
tant subject, that Ryle took up his pen. 

(Banner, HC, 480 pgs) $29.00|$24.00

Tough Topics 2: Biblical Answers to 25 Chal-
lenging Questions
Sam Storms
Countless people are worried, angry, fearful, or 
just plain confused when it comes to some of the 
more perplexing issues that life poses and the Bible 
provokes. Here are solid and scriptural answers to 
25 such questions about the Trinity, genocide, mir-
acles, hell, atheism, prayer, gender roles, divorce, 
capital punishment, forgiveness, and more. 

(Christian Focus, PB, 367 pgs) $16.00|$12.00

Luther on the Christian Life
Carl R. Trueman
Known as the father of the Protestant Refor-
mation, Luther has had an enormous impact on 
Western Christianity and culture. Here, histo-
rian Carl Trueman introduces readers to the lively 
Reformer, taking them on a tour of his historical 
context, theological system, and approach to the 
Christian life. 

(Crossway, PB, 214 pgs) $19.99|$13.50
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Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889 / Fax: 616-285-3246
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Dr. George Lawson (1749–1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 
1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As 
a professor of theology he trained scores of men for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for 
his sermons and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less known is his scarce work, 
Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided 
into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of 
practical, savory truth. As space allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below is the tenth part of the second chapter.

Motive s and encour ageMents to Faith in chris t (cont.)
Second.—The knowledge of God’s love and faithfulness should 
encourage us to believe in Jesus.

We have already spoken of the gift which God has made 
of Christ, and of eternal life in Him, to every hearer of the 
Gospel. Would it not have been strange conduct on the part 
of the children of Israel if they had refused to accept God’s 
grant to them of the land of Canaan? Were they not worthy of 
severe punishment for objecting to go up and take possession 
of it (Num. 14)? Would not the good name of Jephthah have 
been sullied had he yielded to the unjust claims of the king of 
the Ammonites, who pretended a right to recover part of that 
good land from Israel? But Jephthah had a spirit too noble to 
part with anything that God had given to His people. “Wilt 
not thou possess,” he said, “that which Chemosh thy god 
giveth thee to possess?” And shall not we possess that which 
the Lord our God giveth us to possess?

The Lord not only sets before us the gift of righteous-
ness—of life—of Christ Himself—but invites, reasons, 
commands, yea, beseeches us to accept His precious Gift. 
Shall our Divine Creator manifest such solicitude in our hap-
piness, and our response be, “Thy gifts be unto another”? 
Absalom supposed his servants bound to expose themselves 
to the just resentment of Joab when he commanded them to 
set fire to his fields—“Have not I commanded you,” he said; 
as if he thought the commandment of a king’s son warranted 
the commission of any crime, however atrocious.

But we are certain that the express command of God is 
amply sufficient to answer every objection that may start up 
in the mind against believing in Christ. If He had only said, 
“Do this,” we would have been bound instantly to do it; but 
when He enforces His injunction by so many touching consid-
erations, we show inexcusable stiffness of spirit in prolonging 
our disobedience from day to day.

The promises of rest, and peace, and life to all that believe 
in Jesus are “exceeding great and precious.” To live on in unbe-
lief is to pour contempt upon a God of grace, freely promising 
the choicest blessings He can bestow upon His creatures. All 
His promises are “yea and amen” in Christ. Although they 
originate in the sovereign love of God, the mediation of Jesus 
is the channel through which they f low. To reject them, there-
fore, is not only to despise the favor of our heavenly Father, 
but to trample underfoot the blood of His Son our Saviour.

In connection with these promises, God has employed all 
the wisdom and eloquence of heaven to remove excuses, and 
to enforce those arguments which, by their own native energy, 
ought to induce every hearer of the gospel to believe in Christ 
to the saving of his soul.

How shall men escape if they neglect the salvation pro-
cured at so great a cost, or impugn the truth of those gracious 
words which afford so cheering an illustration of the divine 
faithfulness?

Third.—The records of Christ’s administration afford powerful 
encouragements to the exercise of faith in His name.

Think of the life and character of many sinners who have 
been saved. Not a few of the vilest and guiltiest of the human 
family—as we learn from the unerring oracles of truth—have 
been washed, and sanctified, and justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Why have such 
instances of the grace of God, and the efficacy of faith, been 
recorded in Holy Writ?

Paul informs us in the case of Abraham—“Now it was 
not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him (for 
righteousness); but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, 
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead” (Rom. 4:23, 24). Paul makes a like observation in regard 
to the design of God, in his own conversion (1 Tim. 1:17). Let 
us read with attention not only the writings of the apostles, 
but those of Old Testament prophets and historians, and we 
shall find faith recommended as one of the noblest graces 
of the Christian life. Paul deduces strong arguments and 
encouragements to believe in Christ, not only from the history 
of Abraham, but that of all the elders who obtained a good 
report. They obtained it, he tells us, by faith.

And surely of all kinds of faith, that is the most precious 
by which we commit our immortal souls to Christ for salva-
tion. Is that faith justly commended by which, in the days of 
old, men stopped the mouths of lions? Still more excellent is 
that faith by which we receive abundance of grace and the 
gift of righteousness; by which we take hold of the strength 
of Christ, and walk calmly onwards to celestial blessedness; by 
which, whilst warring a good warfare, we stand firm against 
all our spiritual enemies, and become more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us!

These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. —JOHN 20:31

       in chrisT (10)Faith
|  George LawsonEXPERIENTIAL CHRIsTIANITY
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Diversity for
 Kids

It’s a happy day in our house when my husband sur-
prises us with one of our favorite snacks—a bag of Jelly 
Belly jelly beans. Yum! Everybody tries to pick out their 
favorites (watermelon and peach are mine) and make 
new f lavor combinations like root-beer and vanilla. The 
f lavors nobody takes (buttered popcorn, yuck!) go to 
one-year-old Violet who pops them in her mouth with 
smacking lips. 

If you have a hand filled with jelly beans, you have 
a diversity of colors and f lavors in your hand. Diversity 
means “variety” or “many different types.” God loves 
diversity. When He created our universe, He filled it 
with dramatic landscapes: sweeping deserts, lush rain-
forests, towering mountains, dry grasslands, and deep 
caves. Instead of making everything the same, He spilled 
variety all over the canvas of our lives as a way to bring 
Himself glory and as a gift for us to enjoy. 

I’m sure many of you love being creative. Do you 
know where that comes from? God! You are ref lecting 
His image in you when you express creativity. You are 
also ref lecting His image when you treasure diversity. 
How can you treasure diversity in your life?

Let’s look closely at your life. Do you know kids in 
your neighborhood, church, or school who are differ-
ent from you? Maybe they speak other languages, have 
a different skin color, or ride in a wheelchair. Let me 
guess: when you see them you’re curious but too shy to 
meet them. But next time, remember the Lord has given 
diversity as a gift, so don’t miss opening the gift! Why 
not walk up to them and introduce yourself or invite 
them to play a game of soccer with you? Each person is 
a treasure waiting to be opened.

You’ll be surprised at the joy it brings to explore 
friendships and extend kindness to other kids who seem 
very different from you. You’ll also be surprised how 
similar you are—kids are kids, no matter their ethnicity 

or ability. And every kid wants to have friends, have fun, 
and be loved. 

When we look down or avoid people that may act or 
look differently from us, we fail to recognize the beauty 
of the Lord’s design and His desire for us to mirror His 
love. People often had a hard time putting this in to 
practice; remember the story Jesus told of the Good 
Samaritan? He showed that when we do not love others 
with Christ’s love, we are really consumed with self-love 
and pride. The good news is that we can confess it to 
Him and ask for Him to change our hearts to love others 
more than ourselves. 

Pride is a powerful sin; even the early church needed 
reminders to embrace diversity within the church. Some 
of the Jews did not like Gentiles because they had differ-
ent customs and traditions than they did. They wanted 
to put up a big KEEP OUT sign and only let people in 
that looked like them and did things the same way as 
they did. Paul wrote a letter to the church in Galatia 
(Galatians 3) explaining that they were one in Christ. 
And the Apostle John gives us a powerful picture of 
diversity in heaven in the book of Revelation. He writes 
that people from every tribe, nation, and language will 
be before the throne of God. 

Ask the Lord to open your eyes to ways you can trea-
sure diversity in your life. There are opportunities all 
around you. Instead of a KEEP OUT sign, put up your 
WELCOME sign! It could mean getting to know others 
who have special needs, those who seem left out on the 
playground, or the new kid in class. Some of the most 
meaningful and exciting moments in life are found in 
unexpected friendships. Not only will you benefit, but it 
gives your Creator great glory when you treasure others 
with the love of Christ.  

Kara Dedert is a homemaker, mother of five children, and a member of the 
Grand Rapids HNRC.

MeDITATIOn FOR CHILDRen     KARA DeDeRT



Bible Quiz for children
Andrea Scholten

Answers to lAst month’s puzzle:
1. Moses
2. Paul
3. Joseph
4. Abraham
5. Obadiah

6. Adam
7. Joash
8. Gideon
9. Cain
10. Achan
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T L Y L H T R J J D R E H T S E
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C D O K M I L S F I T C Q Y T D
T C E K P A M S C P Q E R J H S
Q J K P J I S O A C X L J R A I
Z T Y T E R R B T E I F J D I K
M A R Y B D E D F H E C I J S I
F S W D A H U G S H Y V H O O Z
G X B N T B V Q R G A N G S J H
H Y I N L L Z X U D W F S E C Y
K E H F T W D R R O B G F P M Z
L O N K Z J H R O U T I A H S S
J A B F N X P J G O N K Y I Y B
G W I C Q F L I T T L E M A I D
V F A J W Y K U F E X P Z S E O

Throughout Bible history, God worked in the lives of young 
people, some from infancy and others in their young adult life. 
Using the clues, find the characters’ names in the word search.

 1. I was a shepherd boy who honored God and didn’t want His 
name to be mocked. (1 Samuel 17)

 2. I feared God and wanted to do what was right even when no one 
was looking. (Genesis 39)

 3. My mother and grandmother instructed me in the ways of the 
Lord. (2 Timothy 1:5)

 4. I had faith that my God could heal my master from his leprosy. 
(2 Kings 5)

 5. After being taken to a distant land, I wanted to please God in all 
things, even the things that I ate. (Daniel 1)

 6. I was filled with the Holy Spirit even before I was born. (Luke 
1:15)

 7. I risked my life to save my people from destruction. (Esther 4)
 8. I served the Lord in the temple at a very young age. (1 Samuel 2)
 9. I reigned over Judah when I was only eight years old and did that 

which was right in the sight of the Lord. (2 Kings 22)
10. I was probably a teenage girl when I believed the message that 

the angel Gabriel told me. (Luke 1:38)

God Wants Our Best
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.

     —eCCLeSIASTeS 12:1

What would you think of a boy who kept a brownie until it 
grew mold before he tried to eat it? What would you think 
of a girl who kept a bouquet of roses until they wilted and 
faded before putting them into a vase with water? What 
would you think of a teenager who purchased a new bike 
and never used it until it rusted? This is a story of a girl who 
did that very thing, but in a different way.

Margaret lived in the great city of St. Louis, which was a 
bustling place, full of places to go, things to do, and people 
to meet. Because of her sunny, cheerful personality, Mar-
garet easily got along with whoever she met. At school 
and church, she was surrounded by her friends, and her 
voice could often be heard laughing, chatting, and having 
fun. Weekends were filled with sleepovers and fun family 
activities. Of course, not every moment could be filled with 

laughter. In the quiet of the night, a voice would sometimes 
bother her. It would accuse her of neglecting God’s Word, 
ignoring her pastor’s warnings, not following her parents’ 
guidance, and, worst of all, turning her back on God. But 
whenever that voice would begin to accuse her, Margaret 
would push away the thoughts. She was not old enough to 
become a Christian yet, she told herself, and sometime in 
the future she’d become serious about religion. Besides, if 
she was honest, her impression was that being a Christian 
meant long hours spent in Bible reading, praying, and lis-
tening to sermons, which didn’t sound like a whole lot of 
fun. As she drifted off to sleep, she ignored her conscience 
and began planning her next event that she couldn’t wait to 
share with her friends at school.
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Days, weeks, and months slipped by, while Margaret 
chased every person and event that promised to be fun. 
Then suddenly, one day, her life took a sudden turn. “Mar-
garet, please come with me,” her dad asked when she arrived 
home from school. With his arm around her shoulders they 
sat down and he continued. “Mom is sick, very sick. We 
had to rush to the hospital this morning and she is still 
there, needing more tests. We hope that she’ll be able to 
come home soon, but she’ll need a nurse to take care of her 
at home for the next weeks.” Margaret stared unbelievingly 
at her dad, her heart thumping. How could this have hap-
pened when she was gone for only a few hours at school? Her 
whole world of friends and fun seemed to suddenly fade, and 
thoughts of her dear mom filled her mind.

What Margaret’s dad had said proved to be true. Her 
mom was very sick but was able to return home to slowly 
recover with the care of a nurse. Emily who was sent to 
help was a beautiful young lady and kind Christian. As the 
weeks slipped by and Nurse Emily became a part of the 
family, she soon became very interested in Margaret and her 
winning ways, and wondered why she had never shown an 
interest in the Lord Jesus, but rather lived a careless life. So 
she made up her mind to talk to Margaret about it at some 
point before she left. 

Two months later, Margaret’s mother was feeling much 
better and on the mend. A friend, hearing the good news, 
sent her a bouquet of beautiful white carnations. Emily, who 
had been waiting for the best chance to speak to Margaret, 
picked up the bouquet and said to her: “Let’s not take these 
f lowers to your mom yet. They are so fresh and sweet and 

beautiful. Let’s keep them here in the kitchen for a few days, 
and then we can take them to her room.” Margaret’s eyes 
opened wide and she looked uncertainly at the nurse.

When Emily pulled out a vase, filled it with water for 
the f lowers, and set it on the kitchen table, Margaret became 
very angry and told the nurse that she should do no such 
thing, but should take the beautiful f lowers to her mom 
immediately. Without saying any more about the f lowers 
and with an encouraging smile, Emily put her arm around 
Margaret and said, “Yes, I also think that your mother 
should have the f lowers when they are sweetest and fresh-
est, and we will take them to her soon; but don’t you think 
also that God ought to have your life when it is at its best? 
And yet you are keeping your energetic young life from 
Him and waiting until you are older. Then you think you 
will be willing to give Him some of the final days that are 
not your very best.”

As Emily’s words sank in, Margaret’s eyes were suddenly 
opened to what she had been doing and how sinful her atti-
tude had been. By the Spirit’s grace, she saw what the nurse 
meant, was deeply convicted of her sin, and soon f led to the 
cross of Jesus for mercy.

What would you think of boys and girls who plan to wait 
until they are older before becoming concerned about their 
souls, f leeing to Jesus for mercy, and living a life dedicated 
to Him? 

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member  
of the HNRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article is adapted from  
Children’s Story-Sermons, by Hugh T. Kerr. New York: Fleming H. Revell 
Company, 1911.
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NEws & ANNOUNCEMENTs
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

OBITUARIEs
VANDENTOORN, Howard, aged 89, went to be with the Lord 
on July 28, 2015. He is survived by his wife, Jessica, his brother 
Albert, step sister Minnie VanKempen, many of Jessica’s fam-
ily members, his five children and their spouses, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, nieces and nephews. He was a member of 
Free Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. (Dr. David Murray, Dr. 
Lawrence Bilkes, Psalm 66:19–20.) 

DYKEMA, David Marvin, aged 71, of Grand Rapids, passed away 
on Wednesday, August 19, 2015. David was preceded in death 
by his brother Phillip Dykema. He is survived by his wife Ann;  
Children—Kim Dykema, Brian and Gayle Dykema, Greg and 
Sara Dykema; Brother—Larry Dykema; Brother-in-law—Len 
(Tina) Doorn; Grandchildren—Olivia, Ireland, Genevieve, 
Christian, and Tennyson. (Dr. Joel R. Beeke, 2 Corinthians 5:1–2; 
Psalm 17:15.)

POTGIETER, Andre, aged 57, of St. Catharines, Ontario, passed 
away on August 20, 2015. He is survived by his wife, Magda Pot-
gieter, and two sons, Andre Potgieter Jr., and Werner Potgieter. 
(Rev. John Byl, Revelation 7.)

VANDER ZAND, Orville, aged 82, of Byron Center, Michigan, 
passed away on Tuesday, August 25, 2015. He is survived by his 
loving wife of 32 years, Mary Jane; his children—Shirley (Dave) 
Utrup, Kenneth (Patricia) Vander Zand, Carol Groth and Bon-
nie Sieting; Brothers—Earl Vander Zand, Robert (Kay) Vander 
Zand; Sister-in-law—Marilyn Wessell; Brother-in-law—Louis 
Wagner; 11 grandchildren, several great-grandchildren, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Orville was preceded in death by his first 
wife and mother of his children, Eloise Jean; three sisters, two 
brothers, and an infant granddaughter. (Rev. David Van Brugge, 
Romans 8:38–39; 1 Corinthians 15:51–58.)

TEACHERs NEEDED
REHOBOTH CHRIsTIAN sCHOOL in Copetown, Ontario is soliciting 
applicants for Educational Support positions. For more information 
about Rehoboth, see our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. For more 
information about these positions, contact the principal. To apply, 
please send a cover letter, resumé and statement of faith to the atten-
tion of Mr. Raymond Roth, Principal, 198 Inksetter Road, P.O. 
Box 70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0, t. 905.627.5977,  f. 905.628.4422,   
e. principal@rehoboth.on.ca

BRADENTON FLORIDA wORsHIP sERVICEs 
FOR JANUARY TO MARCH, 2016

Florida Reformed Fellowship’s Services have moved to a new 
location in the First Baptist Church’s Chapel Building located 
at 1301 Manatee Ave. (corner of 13th St. and Manatee), in 
downtown Bradenton. Please note, new worship times are 9:30 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

For additional info. contact Rev. Mark Kelderman at (616) 
432-3402 or Marty Staal at (616) 363-8687 or Fl. # (941) 
751-9970.

PROMOTE FAMILY RELIGION
We must have a special eye upon families, to see that they 
are well ordered, and the duties of each relation performed. 
The life of religion, and the welfare and glory of both the 
Church and the State, depend much on family government 
and duty. If we suffer the neglect of this, we shall undo all. 
What are we like to do ourselves to the reforming of a con-
gregation, if all the work be cast on us alone; and masters of 
families neglect that necessary duty of their own, by which 
they are bound to help us? If any good be begun by the 
ministry in any soul, a careless, prayerless, worldly family is 
like to stif le it, or very much hinder it; whereas, if you could 
but get the rulers of families to do their duty, to take up the 
work where you left it, and help it on, what abundance of 
good might be done! I beseech you, therefore, if you desire 
the reformation and welfare of your people, do all you can 
to promote family religion…. Get masters of families to do 
their duty, and they will not only spare you a great deal of 
labour, but will much further the success of your labours.

—RICHARD BAxTeR
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Psalter Sing-Along

Accompanied by Ellis Meschke
Organist at Heritage Reformed Congregation in Grand Rapids

with piano and violin contributions by
Sandra Dendekker and Deborah Tamminga

October 17, 2015 at 7:00 pm.
Free Reformed Church of Hamilton
1114 Old Mohawk Road, Ancaster
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NATIONAL NEws
atheist gRoup deMaNds uNiVeRsity fiRe chaplaiN
An atheist group is attempting to force Auburn University to 
remove the chaplain of its football team. The group, the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation (FFRF), claims that Chaplain Chette 
Williams’ presence at the school is unconstitutional. The FFRF 
cites instances of Williams praying with students on school prop-
erty and also carrying out baptisms.

The group is attempting to remove not only Williams, but the 
entire role of the chaplain from Auburn, as well as twenty-five other 
public universities. In a letter to Auburn president Jay Gouge, the 
group stated, “It makes no difference if the chaplain is unofficial, 
not school-sponsored or a volunteer, because chaplains are given 
access to the team as a means for coaches to impose religion, usu-
ally Christianity, on their players. Under the circumstances, the 
chaplain’s actions are attributable to the university and those actions 
are unconstitutional.” 

The FFRF says it wants an open records lawsuit against the 
university. Whether Chette Williams will be removed from his 
position remains to be seen. (Christian Headline News) 

KeNtucKy cleRK casey daVis oRdeRed to coMply  
With laW oN gay MaRRiage
A county clerk who refuses to issue marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples for religious reasons said that Kentucky’s governor had 
ordered him to do his job or quit. 

Casey Davis, one of three clerks in the state who is not granting 
licenses, held a meeting with Gov. Steve Beshear after the Supreme 
Court ruling that upheld equal rights to marriage across the coun-
try. Gov. Beshear did not speak to reporters but issued a statement 
that said state officials “must recognize same-sex marriages as valid 
and allow them to take place.” 

Casey Davis told reporters that he would neither issue mar-
riage licenses nor resign. “Nature’s law will supersede any law that 
man puts on a piece of paper,” Davis said, according to the station. 
“My job cannot go beyond what my conscience allows.” (Alastair 
Jamieson) 

INTERNATIONAL NEws
nePALI COnSTITUTIOn COULD RenDeR  
chRistiaNity illegal
Nepali Christians fear that proposed amendments to Nepal’s new 
constitution, likely to come into effect after seven years of parlia-
mentary discussions, could eventually render all Christian activity 
illegal.

Attempting to convert someone to another religion is already 
prohibited in Nepal, but the proposed amendments would mean 
that anything perceived as “evangelistic” could be punishable by 
law. Christians fear this will pave the way for an “anti-conversion 
clause” to be written into the penal code, which could result in 
prison sentences or hefty fines for “offenders.”

On paper, the proposed amendments read the same for all reli-
gions, but no specification is given for what constitutes an “act to 
convert.” In a country where 80 per cent of the population is Hindu, 
the hammer is likely to fall hardest on minorities, including Chris-
tians, who comprise between 1.5 and 3 per cent of the population.

Christians are concerned that if the latest draft is passed, regular 
Christian activities—such as holding church services accessible to 
all, or even simply organizing events to aid the disadvantaged—
could be interpreted as “evangelistic” and therefore be punishable 
by law. (World Watch Monitor)

Un DeMAnDS FOUR PRO-LIFe COUnTRIeS STOP  
pRotectiNg uNboRN babies fRoM aboRtioN 
The United Nations’ treaty monitoring body for the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) 
ignored the pro-life laws of four countries under review during its 
recent 55th session and strongly urged the countries to change their 
laws or policies on abortion.

The Committee for the CESCR issued recommendations to four 
countries with restrictions on abortion—Chile, Ireland, Uganda, 
and Venezuela—that included encouraging new legislation on 
abortion and adopting new guidelines on abortion. The recom-
mendations come as countries are in final negotiations of the Zero 
Draft on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The recom-
mendations issued by members of treaty bodies are increasingly 
used to advance support for abortion and other issues related to the 
broad agenda of sexual and reproductive health and rights which are 
not universally recognized human rights, but which activists claim 
ref lect so-called “human rights standards.”

As the process to finalize the Sustainable Development Goals 
and targets nears completion, proposals to allow treaty bodies to 
act as monitors of country progress for the targets, especially those 
on sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights, must be 
opposed. (Marie Smith | LifeNews.com)

PERsECUTION FOCUs
the past yeaR MaRKed WoRst leVel of  
PeRSeCUTIOn In MODeRn TIMeS
An independent advisory board to the federal government says 
that overall the picture of persecution against religious minorities 
is grim. The U.S. Commission on International Religious Free-
dom recently released its 2015 annual report. USCIRF chair Dr. 
Katrina Lantos Swett says the world is seeing “very grave assaults 
on fundamental religious freedom” reaching “unprecedented levels 
particularly in the Middle East with the violent attacks by ISIS.” 
She outlines some of the human tragedies as a result of conf licts in 
which religion plays a key factor.

“In Iraq more than two million people have already been dis-
placed internally due to ISIL’s offensive there,” she says. “In Syria 
more than six and a half million people are internally displaced, 
and over three million are refugees in neighboring countries. In 
Nigeria we have seen over a million people f leeing from the attacks 
of Boko Haram, and a million more people in the Central African 
Republic (CAR). The CAR have been driven from their homes due 
to sectarian violence.”

Swett also notes concern about “continued abusive application 
of blasphemy laws” in many countries that “egregiously violate 
the most basic notions of religious freedom.” She says the U.S. 
government needs to focus on ways to address threats brought 
by non-state actors such as ISIL and Boko Haram. (Bill Bumpas | 
OneNewsNow.com)
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Hardly a week passes without Israel and the Jews being 
in the news. This publicity is not due to their size. There 
are twice as many Hausa people as the 14 million Jewish 
people worldwide, but how many people even know where 
the Hausa live? With an estimated population of just over 
8 million, the state of Israel has almost a hundred countries 
with larger populations. 

Yet the existence of that small state and people is a won-
der. For centuries, no state of Israel existed. The Jewish 
people were scattered throughout the world. As the cen-
turies passed, they could have been expected to gradually 
assimilate into the nations and cultures in which they lived 
and lose their Jewish identity. Yet they have remained a 
distinct people and, since 1948, have had their own state in 
the region promised to Abraham so long ago, despite being 
surrounded by Arab nations who would prefer to wipe their 
state from the world map. 

A Blinded People 
While the Lord certainly has His people among the Jews, 
the nation of Israel as a whole persists in its rejection of Jesus 
as the Messiah. The classic picture of a Jew is a dark-haired, 
bearded man dressed in black and white with a small round 
kippah on his head. Such orthodox Jews pride themselves in 
their maintenance of Jewish traditions and religion, which 
they believe is based on the (Old Testament) Scriptures. 
They are often fiercely anti-Christian. The mere mention 
of the “Messiah” is enough to enrage some of them.

The majority of the Jews are very secular. They have 
been inf luenced not by the Christianity but the secularism 
of the “Christian nations.” They also have no need for the 
Savior who reconciles sinners to the living God. 

These realities are enough to fill anyone who knows 
Jesus Christ with concern for this nation. What reason we 
have to feel the pain that filled Paul’s heart when he wrote: 
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they 
have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For 
they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” 
(Rom. 10:1–4).

There is only one name whereby we must be saved, 
whether we are Jew or Gentile. Who cannot be moved with 
the spiritual welfare of Israel which rejects the only Savior? 
Secularism and Judaism have made the Jews in Israel one of 
the least Christian groups in the world.

A Reformed Concern
Reformed churches have had a long history of love for the 
Jews and desire for their conversion. Especially among 
the Dutch and English Puritans, there was an expecta-
tion that Christ would work powerfully among them before 
He returned. Iain Murray’s classic book, The Puritan Hope, 
details their views. Robert Murray M‘Cheyne’s great love for 
the Jews led his churches to send him to Palestine to assess 
the condition of the people and seek opportunities to do 
mission work among the Jews. As a result, an organization 
to evangelize the Jews was established in 1842. This orga-
nization has developed into the Christian Witness to Israel 
(CWI), which still labors among the Jews today. 

The Free Reformed Churches of North America sup-
ported CWI for many years; however, when charity laws 
tightened after the terrorism strike on September 11, 2001, 
Canadian churches could no longer support foreign chari-
ties. As a result, the Free Reformed Churches established 
Christian Ministry to Israel (CMI), with the support of 
an interdenominational Reformed organization, the Isaac 
da Costa Fund, based in the Netherlands. CMI contin-
ues to benefit from regular consultations with the Isaac da  
Costa Fund. 

CMI has a board comprised of Mr. Bert DeJong (Chair-
man), Rev. Henk Bergsma (secretary), Rev. Jerrold Lewis, 
Rev. David Kranendonk, and Mr. John Wilbrink. Recently, 
two members of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of 
Jordan were welcomed as board members: Mr. John Beeke 
and Mr. Jake Sinke. Both come with love for the Jews and 
considerable experience in mission-related work. Seeing the 
aim has always been to make CMI an interdenominational 
organization, we welcome this new development. 

Current Work
CMI still has very limited resources and is run by volunteers. 
The focus of our work is the translation and distribution of 
Reformed literature in Hebrew. Support has been given for 

“THAT THEy mIGHT 
BE SAvED!”

iNtRoduciNg chRistiaN 
 MInISTRy TO ISRAeL (CMI)
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the Heidelberg Catechism in Hebrew (which was intro-
duced at a conference in Israel), The Testimony Project (a 
multivolume, illustrated Children’s Bible in simple Hebrew), 
Micah & Obadiah: Prophets of God’s Faithfulness by Rev. Jacob 
Westerink, Family Worship by Dr. Joel R. Beeke, Chequebook 
of Faith by C. H. Spurgeon, and Holy War by John Bunyan. 
This year, support is being given for Matthew Henry’s Com-
mentary on the Psalms, Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening, 
and Ted Tripp’s Shepherding a Child’s Heart. Other projects 
include conferences, a Russian language magazine to reach 
the many Russian-speaking Jewish Christians throughout 

the world, as well as Purim pack-
ages of gifts for Christian soldiers 
in the Israeli Defense Force.

To carry out its work, CMI 
works closely with Pastor David 
Zadok of the Grace & Truth Con-
gregation, which was established 
by Pastor Baruch Maoz decades 
ago. Zadok was born in Israel into 
an orthodox Jewish family, but 
lived in Iran for well over a decade 
in his youth. He moved to Amer-
ica for studies, but God’s purpose 
was to bring him under the gospel 

for his salvation. He then served in the Israeli military but 
had to resign because he was a soldier of Jesus Christ and an 
elder in a Christian church. Since then he studied theology 
at Westminster Seminary (California), and now ministers 
in the Grace & Truth Congregation, directs HaGefen Pub-
lishing, and works with other churches in Israel. We are 
thankful for our valuable relationship with him.

An Enduring Hope
The beginning of this article may have raised an unan-
swered question: Why should this very small ethnic group 

receive our attention? One answer is that all nations must 
hear the gospel. Another answer is expressed by the CWI: 

In God’s strategy for world missions Jewish evangelism 
is given a central place. This idea finds clearest expres-
sion in Romans 1:16. It is as though Paul were saying 
that as long as the gospel continues to be “the power of 
God unto salvation” it continues to have a special rel-
evance to the Jewish people. In his missionary strategy 
Paul always went first to the Jews in whatever towns or 
cities he visited, despite the fact that he was the apostle 
to the Gentiles! But why was this so? In Romans 11:15 
the conversion of Israel is said to be “life from the dead” 
for the world. His argument is this: if Gentiles have 
benefited so much from Israel’s stumbling, how much 
more will they benefit by the spiritual restoration of 
the Jews!

Pray for God to open doors for ministry among the Jews but 
especially to open hearts for His law that crushes self-righ-
teousness and His gospel of a crucified and risen Redeemer 
who brings full salvation to Jew and Gentile.

—Rev. David Kranendonk
CMI Board member

For more information: 
www.cmisrael.org
Rev. Henk Bergsma, Secretary
p: 905.735.2195
e:bergsma@frcna.org

Mr. John Wilbrink, Treasurer
a: 8 Weneil Drive, Freelton, ON L0R 1K0
p: (905) 659-7413
e: john.wilbrink@gmail.com

Rev. David Kranendonk is a pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Oxford, 
Ontario.

David Zadok
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The Preeminence  

of chrisT (7)
Rev. MaaRten Kuivenhoven & Rev. DaviD vanBRugge

CoRneR foR teens

 
In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge  (Colossians 2:3).

CHRIsT’s PREEMINENCE IN YOUR MIND

Over the past few months, we considered the preeminence 
of Christ—first over all things and then over the church. 
We moved from the bigger picture of Christ’s place in rev-
elation, creation, and reconciliation to His preeminence in 
preaching, pastoring, teaching, and even church discipline. 

Hopefully, as we covered those first two chapters of 
Colossians, you saw how Paul describes this grand Christ-
filled theology and insists that this ought to change how 
people live. In 1:10, he prays “that they would walk worthy 
of the Lord” but also that it would be “unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work.” In 2:6, he says similarly, 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in him.” It is as if Paul is warning the church that 
wrong doctrine leads to wrong living while right doctrine can 
lead to right living.

And so, in the next several issues, we come down to 
a very personal, practical level. The first practical impli-
cation of this is that Christ is to be preeminent in your 
mind (Col. 3:1–4). Paul writes, “If ye then be risen with 
Christ.” Paul is trying to refocus the church in Colosse 
and is writing to the whole church there. It is a plural 
“you,” not singular. He already wrote, in 2:12, “Ye are risen 
with Christ through the faith…. You hath he quickened 
together with him.” Not only is every believer united with 
Christ, but the true church, as a whole, is raised with 
Christ. This does not mean that every person who gathers 
in your church on a Sunday morning is risen with Christ, 
but it does mean that the only reason a living church can 
exist is because of Christ and His resurrection. Further, 
all who are the elect of God, who truly worship together 
as the church, are risen with Christ and are to seek those 
things above. Every individual in the group and the entire 
group ought to so do. 

Thus, this is not just for the “extra-holy” people; this 
is for every believer. Further, the “if ” at the beginning of 
verse 1 is not a question, it is a statement: Since you are 
risen with Christ, “seek those things which are above”! 
This seeking must become a priority. Recall Christ’s words 

to “Seek ye first the kingdom of God” (Matt. 6:33). Paul 
is telling the Colossian believers to seek those things that 
are above. This is to be their life-long activity. 

Paul then continues with a parallel thought: “Set your 
affections on things above.” By affections, he does not 
mean your emotions but your whole mind, your personal-
ity, your whole inner being. Set them all on things above. 
What then does that mean? Your mind is not to be focused 
on things on the earth but is to focus on a deeper knowl-
edge of Christ. 

The Colossians had earthly ideas about secrets to 
heaven. Do this; don’t do that. Paul is instructing them 
to lift their minds from earth and seek heavenly things. 
Focus on the One who dwells there. You may not live as if 
the only things that matter are here below. 

When we want to be more productive or save money for 
a vacation or aim for a similar goal, we “set our minds” to 
it and it happens. Here we are to set our minds on things 
above. We set our minds to consider what it means for a 
believer to be dead to sin, to be hidden with Christ, and to 
appear with Christ in glory. While we do not fully know 
all the details of these things, believers are to be, even in 
terms of mental focus, set apart from those who are hoping 
in the things of this world. As Matthew Henry says, “Do 
we look for such a happiness, and should we not set our 
affections upon that world, and live above this? What is 
there here to make us fond of it? What is there not there to 
draw our hearts to it? Our head is there, our home is there, 
our treasure is there, and we hope to be there for ever.” Set 
your mind on things above! 

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student 
at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. David 
VanBrugge is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: kuivenhoven.
maarten@gmail.com; dvanbrugge@gmail.com.
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CONFERENCE MINIsTRY
FROM A MInISTeR In MOzAMBIQUe:
I remember your addresses in Nampula, Mozambique at the 
FIEL Conference some time ago. They greatly impacted my 
life and my family’s growth, and so have made me very happy. 
Your address on how to do Family Worship has enriched and 
blessed my family. Thank you for the lessons and I hope that 
one day I will return to hear you teaching there in Nampula.

FROM A COnFeRenCe ATTenDee:
Thank you for visiting us. I loved talking about the Puritans with 
you and would happily have continued another hour. But more 
importantly, my husband and I were sorely convicted about the 
weakness of our family worship. We have adopted everything 
you suggested and are quickly seeing the beauty and precious-
ness of such a time. Also, your addresses convicted my husband 
of his failure in cultivating good reading habits. He has turned 
off the television and has committed to reading theologically 
solid books—including the Puritans! I have prayed for him for 
many years and our gracious Lord has answered. We pray Satan 
may not snuff out this tender f lame and trust that Christ would 
protect it as He promised in Isaiah 42.

RADIO MINIsTRY
FROM A FRIenD:
Just a note to let you know how much my wife and I enjoy your 
messages heard on radio station WFUR-FM entitled “Doctrines 
for Life.” We have been listening for the past eight or ten months. 
The series on Genesis has been a blessing. We are not able to 
receive the broadcast on our radio or by internet streaming. Some 
dear friends are kind enough to give us a call on the telephone 
just prior to the broadcast. They then tune into the radio station, 
place their telephone near the radio and we put our telephone on 
speaker so we can listen. The four of us enjoy the service and it 
is a blessing to end the Sabbath day in this manner.

PURITAN REFORMED THEOLOGICAL sEMINARY
FROM A PRISOneR:
Just a little note to thank the seminary for the books and Journal 
they sent me. I really enjoy reading and studying the Puritan 
Reformed Journal. The articles in them help me understand God’s 
Word better.

After I am paroled and find a job I will keep on making dona-
tions to the seminary. Please use the enclosed donation in the 
best way you can. Thank you for your faithfulness to God and 
all the blessings you gave me while I was in prison. I have a nice 
library of books to re-read and study when I get out since I sent 
all those books home.

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKs
FROM A FRIenD:
I wish to thank all who labored on The Reformation Heritage Study 
Bible. It has been a wonderful blessing as I study it every day. 
The people I have given copies to have said the same thing. One 
family with children use it every day in the Family Worship. The 
Lord bless you in all your efforts to bring glory to Him.

FROM A COnFeRenCe ATTenDee:
It was such a pleasure to meet you at Mega Conference a few 
weeks ago. In my work as chair of the Editorial Review Board, 
I review many products that AiG considers for sale. It was my 
pleasure this afternoon to review the Reformation Heritage KJV 
Study Bible. I have never been so impressed with a study Bible. 
The notes on Genesis 1–11 were uncompromising, apologetic, 
and even included information on dinosaurs! I cannot tell you 
how many study Bibles and other Bibles we reject for sale because 
of compromise in the area of Genesis or timelines that only start 
with Abraham and give question marks for Adam. I especially 
liked the Thoughts for Personal/Family Worship at the end of 
each chapter to help with family devotions.  

It is my sincere hope that AiG will be selling this Bible in the 
near future. I know I plan to get a copy for myself and one for my 
daughter now that she is getting older and will need a good study 
Bible. In a world filled with such moral chaos, knowing that a 
study Bible like this exists is like a breath of fresh air. Thanks 
to you and all those that contributed to making this study Bible 
possible.

FROM A FRIenD In OnTARIO:
I just have to tell you how much we enjoy the “thoughts for 
personal/family worship” in the new Reformation Heritage Study 
Bible, every single time it is so fitting and makes it sooooo much 
easier to pray about, talk about with each other and our kids. Our 
thanks to you and those who worked on this with you, but above 
all thanks to our Heavenly Father and His Spirit who gives some 
of us to be teachers and others of us to be able to understand and 
learn from these things. God bless you in all your endeavors for 
His glory.

sERMON AUDIO
FROM A LISTeneR:
I listened to a sermon on Returning Runners Receiving Medi-
cine (can’t remember exact title). What providential timing after 
I just spent 3 days on and off meditating on the WSC question 
discussed regarding the benefits we receive!

I felt like I was looking at these benefits, like a gift, only  in 
my mind: promises of justification, adoption and sanctifica-
tion—but not really being able to unpack them in an experiential 
way like I wanted to again. Yes, if I spent more time, maybe 
I could have opened parts better. However, I felt this sermon 
began to unpack it in just the right way—reminding me that 
I am justified now, I am His son and will be now, and that 
He is my sanctification in and through all my failings. No one 
can truly return to God, with nothing in their hands, and still 
maintain a pure faith and good conscience without this under-
standing. Yes, Rome, our own hearts, and the world, lie and 
charm us to bring something to Him and wait until we judge it 
adequate to satisfy divine judgment.

It is amazing how this heartfelt understanding eludes us. I 
am thankful the Holy Spirit continues to keep me pressing on 
in the means, until all this and our peace with God is believed 
more fully.
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How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

In every condition, in sickness, in health;
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,
As thy days may demand, shall thy strength ever be.

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

Even down to old age all My people shall prove
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still in My bosom be borne.

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

—JOHN rIPPON


