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Thanksgiving Meditation

 Gratitude for Grace

The Church’s One Foundation

•

in this issue

Whole-hearted thanksgiving to Thee I will bring 
In praise of Thy marvelous deeds I will sing; 
In Thee I will joy and exultingly cry, 
Thy Name I will praise, O Jehovah, Most High.

My enemies turn and are scattered in fear, 
They stumble and perish because Thou art near; 
For Thou hast defended my right and my cause, 
Thou sittest in judgment, upholding Thy laws.

Rebuked are the nations, the wicked destroyed; 
Their memory perished, their dwelling place void; 
Enthroned and eternal, Jehovah shall reign, 
The peoples to judge and the right to maintain.

Thou, Lord, art a Refuge for all the oppressed, 
All trust Thee who know Thee, and trusting are blest; 
For never, O Lord, did Thy mercy forsake 
The soul that has sought of Thy grace to partake.

Give praise to Jehovah, the mighty deeds tell 
Of Him who has chosen in Zion to dwell, 
Of Him to whom justice and vengeance belong, 
Who visits the lowly and overthrows wrong.

Behold my affliction, Thy mercy accord, 
And back from death’s portals restore me, O Lord, 
That I in the gates of Thy Zion may raise 
My song of salvation and show forth Thy praise.

The sins of the nations their ruin have wrought, 
Their own evildoing destruction has brought; 
In this the Lord’s justice eternally stands, 
That sinners are snared in the work of their hands.

The wicked shall perish, the nations shall fall, 
Forgetting their God, who is God over all; 
But God will remember the prayer of the weak, 
Most surely fulfilling the hope of the meek.

Arise in Thy justice, O Lord, and Thy might, 
No longer let sinners prevail in Thy sight; 
Great Judge of the of the nations, in judgment appear 
To humble the proud and to teach them Thy fear.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to Jehovah, declare ye His fame, 
And give Him all honor, for just is His Name.

                 — AuTHOR uNkNOWN
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“We lay him upon your dish”
Men know that the Gospel is Christ’s trumpet, and his voice, calling on all men 
whom it reaches; and ye know the poor man in the Gospel was so glad when they 
said, “Arise, Christ calleth thee,” that he got up in haste and threw his cloak from 
him, that he might be lighter and nimbler to run and come with speed to Jesus 
Christ. O Beloved, up now! Christ calls you; cast off the world (it is a heavy cloak), 
and run to Christ Jesus. And though men are obliged in the sun tide to come to 
Christ, yet in the summer-tide of the Gospel men are under a stricter obligation. 
And this will more appear if you consider what way the Gospel offers Jesus Christ 
unto you. Christ is the food that feeds and nourishes his people’s souls; now, he 
cannot be eaten except he be dressed, and prepared, and broken to the soul. So 
long as Christ is not preached in the Gospel and offered in the Sacraments, he is 
a whole Christ and does not feed his people. But when we preach Christ before 
you, we let you see him torn, rent, and wounded for sin. We lay him upon your 
dish, in the Word and sacraments. So you see it is summer; betwixt God and you 
be it, if ye come not to Jesus Christ again and anon. Beloved, who knows how long 
and how large the web of Christ’s righteousness is? We will all be summoned one 
day before the Judge that he may see us, and if we come not before him in good 
apparel, it is Death. Now our own garments are ragged and torn, let us borrow 
from Christ, and above all things labor for his righteousness.

—Samuel Rutherford, Communion Sermons
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Joe Thorn, in his book Note to Self, raises an interest-
ing question: When was the last time you used the word 
“Thanksgiving” without referring to the holiday?1 Too 
often when we hear the word “Thanksgiving,” a turkey 
with all the trimmings is our immediate mental image. 
Why do we not see thanksgiving as a daily activity? Yes, we 
probably do give God thanks every day in prayer, but does 
it have the same level of heart-thanks that we summon on 
Thanksgiving Day? Are we really focused on living lives 
of thanksgiving? 

Psalm 147 was a reminder to post-exilic Jews to live out 
their thanksgiving. What does it mean for us?

There are many reasons for daily thanksgiving.
As we go through each day, we see many things that ought 
to cue us to break out in praise.

First, we have a daily visual cue in nature. Our God pro-
vides food for animals, even for the crows that we think of 
as scavengers. he covers the heavens with clouds and gives 
rain and productive fields. he knows everything, including 
the numbers and names of each of the 1023 (that is 10 with 
23 zeros behind it!) stars. he has control of the weather and 
no one can stand in opposition to one of his hurricanes. All 
power belongs to our God.

Second, we have a daily visual cue in our lives. It is the 
Lord who protects your home. he blesses your children. he 
gives peace in your community. he fills you with food that 
is unimaginable to so many others. his providence shapes 
and molds you. his delight is not in your strength or abil-
ity; even when you are sick or hurting or disabled, he still 
delights in you.

Third, we have a daily visual cue in the church. The 
eternal Lord is building his church into a family that no 
man can number. he is restoring hurting souls, healing the 
broken-hearted, and lifting up the humble. he takes plea-
sure in those who fear him and in those who hope in his 
love. he honors his covenant.

Fourth, we have a daily visual cue for thanksgiving in 
our Bibles. Every time we open or hear the Word, it ought to 
remind us that God has revealed himself to us through this 
Word. It reminds us of the privilege and responsibility he 
has given us. But it also reminds us that the Word was made 
f lesh in order that we, through his Spirit, might become the 
sons and daughters of God. This Word is still alive today 
and continues to communicate with us. Praise the Lord!

Our response of daily thanksgiving  
must be personal and joyful.

What is your response to his daily provision and daily 
grace? Is it singing to the Lord with thanksgiving?

In Psalm 147, the words to sing and praise are not just 
descriptive words. They are commands, especially to you, 
dear believer. Is your soul singing? Are you making melody 
to his praise? What is the music of your life? The issue is 
not whether you play a musical instrument or can hold a 
tune, but whether your life is one of praise and thanksgiving. 
What songs occupy your mind? When you do sing, what, or 
whom, are you praising?

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; 
The Son and Him who reigns with Them in highest Heaven; 
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

— Martin Rinkhart

1. Joe Thorn, Note to Self (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 2011), 43.

David VanBrugge is a heritage Reformed theological student in his second year 
of studies at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.

Meditation • david vanBrugge

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;  
sing praise upon the harp unto our God. 
      —Psalm 147:7

Thanksgiving 
Meditation
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Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

here’s my attempt to sum up the contents of the Old 
Testament books on one page.

The Pentateuch: Covenant People
 Genesis Creation of a Covenant People
 Exodus Redemption of a Covenant People
 Leviticus Worship of a Covenant People
 Numbers Chastisement of a Covenant People
 Deuteronomy Renewal of a Covenant People

The Historical Books: Redemptive History
 Joshua Rewarding History
 Judges Rebellious History
 Ruth Redeemer’s History
 1&2 Samuel Royal History 1—The Beginning
 1&2 Kings Royal History 2—The End
 1&2 Chronicles Review of History
 Ezra & Nehemiah Restoration History
 Esther Ruler over History

The Poetic Books: Wisdom for Time and Eternity
 Job Wisdom for Suffering
 Psalms Wisdom for Worshipping
 Proverbs Wisdom for Living
 Ecclesiastes Wisdom for Thinking
 Song of Solomon Wisdom for Loving

The Prophetic Books: Threat and Promise
 Isaiah Trust God not Man
 Jeremiah From Old to New Covenant
 Lamentations Repentance in hope of restoration
 Ezekiel The Glory Departs and Returns
 Daniel Godless Kingdoms and God’s Kingdom
 hosea A Faithful God and a Faithless People
 Joel God Requires and Responds to Repentance
 Amos The Lord Roars and Restores
 Obadiah Vengeance and Victory
 Jonah Great Sea, Great City, Great God
 Micah Punishment and Pardon
 Nahum The Judge, Verdict, and Sentence
 habakkuk Human Complaints and Divine Responses
 Zephaniah Look within, Look around, Look ahead
 haggai The People’s Work and God’s Work
 Zechariah Israel’s Return and God’s Return
 Malachi Priests and People Sin Against Love

Summary: 
God covenants to redeem his people through Christ with 
a wise use of threat and promise.

The Old Testament 
on One Page xtwenty-Five years  

oF Ministry:
dr. Joel r. Beeke

On December 9, 1986, 
Dr. Joel Beeke was 
installed as the pastor 
of our Crescent Street 
Netherlands Reformed 
Congregation in Grand 
Rapids, MI, named 
heritage Netherlands 
Reformed Congregation 

(hNRC) since 1993. On December 9, 2011, he 
hopes to commemorate 25 years of service to 
the Lord in our congregation. Since his instal-
lation in Grand Rapids our dear brother has 
served a generation within the church. he has 
witnessed much change in the last 25 years, 
but also the Lord’s hand of faithfulness. The 
Lord upheld him all these years in his many 
duties of preaching, writing, editing the Banner 
of Sovereign Grace Truth and other publications, 
leading Puritan Reformed Theological Semi-
nary, and a host of other duties. The Lord has 
gifted our brother with vision, clarity, endur-
ance, godliness, and perseverance. his 25 years 
of ministry have affected hundreds in our local 
congregation, but we can also say thousands of 
souls throughout the world. We are grateful to 
the Lord for sparing our brother and colleague 
in the ministry.

We are also grateful for the ministry that 
you have carried out and continue to carry out 
with so much love and care. We pray that the 
Lord would continue to bless you for many 
more years within the local church, denomi-
nation, and worldwide ministry. We pray that 
your latter years would be even more fruitful 
than your first 25 years and that you would 
say with Paul, “But none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” 
(Acts 20:24).

—Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven, on behalf  
of hNRC consistory and congregation



Twenty-Five Years of Ministry in Grand Rapids, Michigan
December 9, 2011 marks twenty-five years that Dr. Joel R. Beeke 
has served as pastor in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He began pastoral 
ministry in 1978 at the Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Sioux 
Center, Iowa. He also served as the pastor of Ebenezer Netherlands 
Reformed Church in Franklin Lakes, New Jersey from 1981 to 1986, 
before accepting a pastoral call to Grand Rapids in 1986.

In this interview, Dr. Beeke’s teaching assistant at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary, Rev. Paul Smalley, asks him to reflect 
on the last quarter of a century.

How did God bring you to Grand Rapids in 1986?
Primarily through a powerful application of Acts 20:22–24 to 

my soul: “And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, 
not knowing the things that shall befall me there: save that the holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God.” That text was then supported by unmis-
takable providences that compelled me to accept the pastoral call 
to come here. I became thoroughly convinced this was God’s will.

Many pastors today do not stay at a church for more than four or five 
years. What contributes to a long-term ministry?

Today a long-term ministry is generally defined as ten years 
or longer. I believe that such ministries should be the norm, or at 
least be far more common than they are. Several things contribute 
to long-term ministry, the first of which is the abiding call of God. I 
firmly believe that a minister is called for life to the ministry and 
that he is not allowed to leave his f lock so long as the call of God 
continues to rest upon him for that particular f lock.

Second is love and prayer for your people. Every time I thought 
about accepting a call elsewhere over these past twenty-five years, 
or even to go into full-time seminary work as some colleagues 
have urged me to do, I just couldn’t bear the thought of leaving 
the dear people of this congregation. As the years go by, the tie 
becomes stronger, not weaker. Sometimes when I look out over 
the congregation on the Sabbath, my eyes scan from pew to pew, 
and I cannot help but think of what I know about each family—
their secret burdens and crosses, spiritual triumphs, answered 
and unanswered prayers. When you solemnize the marriage of 
a young couple whom you baptized as infants, how can they not 
become your extended family, so that even the thought of leaving 
them can bring tears to your eyes?

Third is hard, prayerful study to stay fresh in preaching God’s Word. 
When preaching to the same congregation for many years, one 
cannot survive without being refreshed by studying new passages 
and preaching through books of the Bible never handled before. I 
can say that even though I have now been preaching for thirty-five 
years, I feel in many ways I have just begun. For example, I hope 
to soon begin preaching a new series of sermons on the Book of 

Revelation. Though I tremble at this task, I am also very moved 
and ready to undertake it with God’s help.

Fourth is encouragement from the flock itself. That encouragement 
comes in many different ways, the most important of which is the 
saving ministry of the holy Spirit working conversions and causing 
the sheep to grow through pulpit and pastoral ministry. When this 
continues to happen regularly over the years (though there is always 
some ebb and flow to these blessings), it is hard to leave such a flock. 
Seeing new believers added to the flock through sound conversion 
and seeing them grow in grace enables a preacher to be able to 
accept periodic discouragement and criticism without burning out. 
The second most important encouragement to me is the way the 
congregation listens while you’re preaching. Preaching is a two-way 
event. The preacher is not only speaking to the flock, but the flock 
is also responding to the preacher with attention, appetite, and faith. 
The Grand Rapids congregation has always listened well from the 
very beginning; I’ve always felt here that I was preaching to hungry 
souls. That is priceless. But there are also little encouragements that 
buoy up a minister, such as when elders and deacons shake your hand 
firmly on Sunday evening, look you in the eye, and say from the heart, 
“Thanks so much, pastor, for bringing us God’s Word again today.” 
Or the dear brother that shakes my hand in the vestibule once or 
twice a month, and always says the same thing to me, but I know he 
means it: “Thanks for lifting up Christ for us again today, pastor.” Or 
the friend who sends me an e-mail about every other month telling 
me specifically what was gleaned from last Sunday’s sermon.

What three books aside from the Bible have been most helpful to you as 
a Christian? How about as a minister?

The first book that comes to mind is the Letters of Samuel 
Rutherford, which I kept on my nightstand for decades. Whenever 
I was discouraged, I would sweeten my mind with a morsel of 
Rutherford before I went to sleep. his way of taking his aff lic-
tions to Christ to end in him is a medicine that I have needed a 
thousand times over. Second, Pilgrim’s Progress has had a profound 
effect on me since childhood, when my father used to read part of 
it every Sunday evening after church. After I was converted in my 
late teens, I would ask him numerous questions about the various 
characters in this amazing allegory. The many spiritual lessons 
that I learned from Dad’s answers, and from my later study of 
this justly famous book, I simply cannot put into words. Tied for 
third place are Thomas Goodwin’s Christ Our Mediator, which 
first moved me as a seventeen-year-old convert to taste more of 
the beauty and fullness of Christ than I had known before, and 
Friedrich W. Krummacher’s The Suffering Savior, which I read 
for the first time as an eighteen-year-old soldier on active duty in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, during a two-week summer camp. 
Both of these books enlarged my experiential acquaintance of 
what my Savior has done for me by dying in my place for my sins.

As a minister, Wilhelmus à Brakel’s The Christian’s Reasonable 
Service (4 volumes) has provided me with great assistance in pastoral 
ministry. The applications at the end of each chapter are priceless. I 

An Interview with Joel R. Beeke
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was sorry when the six-year process of editing this invaluable set of 
books was complete. Second, Calvin’s Institutes and commentaries 
have been a constant source of instruction and edification for me. 
Finally, Charles Bridge’s The Christian Ministry has instructed me 
and moved me more than any other book on homiletics and min-
istry. I believe that this volume is the best one-volume work ever 
written on the overall task of the ministry of the Word.

How have you seen God work in the life of the church?
By the grace of God I have been privileged to witness, as far as 

I can tell, many people converted in the congregation and others 
brought to assurance of faith and spiritual liberty in Christ. This, 
of course, was not God’s blessing on my ministry alone, but also 
on the ministry of my colleagues, Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag, who 
has now served for ten years, and Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven, who 
has been with us for close to two years. Some of these conversions 
came through Bible study, reading Christian books, and, espe-
cially among the youth, summer camps that God has blessed in 
special ways. Though worldliness has also encroached on the lives 
of some in the congregation, overall the congregation has grown 
significantly in an experiential awareness of sin and misery, grace, 
deliverance, and gratitude over the past twenty five years. To God 
alone be the glory, for every true minister knows that he could 
never convert a single soul. Every conversion is a miracle of God’s 
sovereign grace; consequently, how humbling it is when God uses 
you as an instrument in his almighty hand for the conversion of 
a sinner! With the exception of one’s own conversion, I know of 
nothing more humbling than that. It never ceases to amaze me 
that God uses a sinful minister for the conversion of other sinners.

God’s work in the life of the church is also evident in the 
vastly expanded commitment of the congregation to evangelism 
in a variety of ministries and settings. The zeal of the f lock to 
share the gospel in our local neighborhood through the Sunday 
School mission and the heritage hills Outreach Ministry, as well 
as in jail and prison and nursing home ministries in the area, and 
its commitment to reach the world with the gospel through the 
printed word, seminary training, conference ministry, and various 
media, gives me great joy.

What sustained you personally through the hardest times of your ministry?
> The sheer one-sided sovereign grace of God.
> The spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, Bible-reading, ser-

mon-preparation, reading spiritually edifying books, and close 
fellowship with other believers.

> Writing on spiritual themes. I have often felt closest to God 
when I write articles and books. I write as much for my own 
benefit as well as to help others.

> The support of the consistory and congregation.
> The joy and strength derived from having my dear wife as 

my best friend both spiritually and naturally, having precious 
children who buoy my spirits, and having close brothers as 
accountability partners to go to for wisdom and prayer.

> Teaching in the seminary and publishing sound books have 
often given me much joy and kept me from discouragement.

> The intercession of Christ and the prayers of God’s dear people.

How have you changed as a minister over this period?
That’s a tough question to answer. I can certainly say this much:
> I am more disappointed in myself, my own failures, and my 

slow progress in sanctification than I was twenty-five years ago.
> Over the years, I have increasingly realized my own dispens-

ability. God doesn’t need me to accomplish his work or to 
build his church. It is a privilege to serve him as his herald 
and ambassador, for the church is not mine but his and he 
is worthy to be served.

> I am certainly more optimistic that God will work savingly in 
people. I have more expectation in God than I did twenty-five 
years ago.

> I increasingly feel that I have only begun to preach, and I am 
more committed to preaching than ever. In fact, I love nearly 
every aspect of ministry (preaching, teaching, pastoring, and 
counseling) more and more as the years go by.

> I increasingly find myself majoring in the majors in terms of 
the gospel, such as repentance and faith, and giving less time 
and attention to matters of less centrality to the gospel, such 
as supralapsarianism and infralapsarianism.

> I am increasingly realizing the tremendous challenge of coun-
seling. Some people’s lives are extremely complicated and 
broken, and hard to mend. A pastor needs specific training 
in problem solving and crisis management, which call for 
great wisdom to give the right advice with the right degree 
of compassion and with much prayer.

> I am less judgmental of people than I once was. My first 
thought when people act out irresponsibly often is: I wonder 
what secret cross or problem lies behind this action?

> Though I love the heritage Reformed congregations and 
thank God every week for the great peace among us and for 
the blessing of the Spirit upon the denomination, I am less 
“married” to a denomination today than I was twenty-five 
years ago and think increasingly in terms of the universal 
church, and the unity in Christ enjoyed by all believers.

> Perhaps the biggest change of all is that I am spending the 
bulk of my time and energy on things that have abiding value. 
Whether it is local church ministry, seminary ministry, confer-
ence ministry, or writing ministry, I have vowed to God ever 
since my life threatening experience when I was assaulted 
in Latvia to devote the rest of my life to promoting biblical, 
Reformed, Puritan, experiential Christianity around the globe.

> Finally, certain doctrines have become more precious to me 
over the years—most notably, personal adoption into the fam-
ily of God, the constant intercession of Christ, and, perhaps 
most of all, the glories of heaven.

Based on your experience, what major challenges do you think the 
Reformed churches in North America will face over the next decade?

I think it best to frame my answer to this question in terms 
of the abiding mandates of the gospel and the covenant of grace, 
which are under attack in every generation, rather than the trends 
and fads of the times. In other words, the church will best thrive 
by sticking to basics and obeying her standing orders from her Lord 
and Master. Bearing this in mind, I would mention three things.
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First, maintaining and defending the full-orbed Christian faith 
once delivered to the saints, as revealed in Scripture, promoted in 
Reformed experiential preaching, and summarized in the great 
ecumenical creeds and Reformed confessions. Second, maintaining 
biblical standards for the worship and work of the church and for 
the life and conduct of her members—submitting to the Word; 
maintaining Sabbath-keeping; resisting doctrinal indifference and 
error, and conformity to the world; exercising self-denial; and pro-
moting the fear of God and the renewing of minds, hearts, and 
lives by the power of the gospel. Third, to bring the hearts and 
minds of the rising generation captive to the obedience of Christ, 
so that the heritage of Reformed theology, with its covenantal 
privileges and responsibilities will be cherished, preserved, and 
enjoyed by its rightful heirs, both those born in the covenant com-
munity and those whom the Lord will add from without.

What advice would you give to a young pastor just getting started?
here are eleven quick pieces of advice:

 1. Pray, pray, pray. Never undertake any church duty without salting 
it with prayer. Remember John Bunyan’s advice, “You can do more 
than pray after you’ve prayed, but you can’t do more than pray until 
you’ve prayed.”

 2. Study, study, study. Live on the growing edge of truth in your study. 
Keep up your hebrew and Greek. Prepare your sermons thoroughly. 
Write some articles or a few books for personal enrichment. Attend 
some of the many worthwhile conferences and seminars held in 
many locales today. Go back to seminary for further study. Enjoy 
the stimulation of working at a level that stretches your mind.

 3. Preach, preach, preach. Spend the best energy of your life, like Paul, 
preaching Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 2:2). Preach often. And when you do, 
preach biblically, doctrinally, experientially, and practically. Preach with 
passion, holding out the Word of life “as a dying man to dying men.”

 4. Model, model, model. Model biblical truth in the presence of your 
wife, your family, your church office-bearers, your congregation, 
and your neighbors. Resolve, as did Thomas Boston, to leave 
behind the savor of Christ wherever you go. Like Robert Murray 
M‘Cheyne, pray that the holy Spirit might make you as holy on 
earth as a pardoned sinner can be. Pray that your life might be a 
“living epistle,” your sermons written out in flesh and blood.

 5. Delegate, delegate, delegate. Don’t teach every class in your church. 
Don’t take care of the bulletin. Don’t micro-manage. Delegate as 
many things as possible so that you can focus on prayer, preaching, 
teaching, and the cure of souls.

 6. Train, train, train. Train your people for roles of leadership in 
various church ministries. Spend extra time with young men who 
might serve as future elders and deacons, or as leaders of different 
outreaches. By the Spirit’s grace, “grow” future leaders. As you train 
them, give them freedom to use their gifts and chart their vision as 
much as possible. All such time will be well spent.

 7. Visit, visit, visit. Visit your flock faithfully—in the hospital, at 
home, and in every time of need. Be there when they need you. 
Always read the Word and speak a few edifying words about it, as 
well as pray, at every visit. Fail here and you will fail in all.

 8. Love, love, love. Many ministers fail because they neglect to love 
their sheep. Love and keep loving your people for who they are, 
not for who you think they should be. Accept them as they are and 
where they are, and work with them from that point, always being 

patient with them, remembering that if you cannot connect in a lov-
ing way with people where they are, you will eventually be rejected 
by them. Regard yourself as the spiritual guardian and caretaker of a 
large family. Show kindness to everyone. Let them feel your concern 
for themselves and their extended families. Ask caring questions. 
Shower them with compassion when they are in need. As your rela-
tionship grows, whenever it is proper, don’t be afraid to tell them 
that you love them. And if you have enemies in the church, go out 
of the way to love them, too, as Jesus commanded.

 9. Enjoy, enjoy, enjoy. Count it an incredible honor and joy that you are 
God’s ambassador. Edward Payson (1783–1827) said that he often 
clapped his hands for joy while in his private study because God 
had called him into the sacred ministry of his Word. The work of 
the ministry is a heavy task, but it is also a joyous task. Let the joy 
of the Lord, in Christ, be your strength (Neh. 8:10).

10. Renew, renew, renew. Take care of the caregiver. Live near to God, 
feed on Christ, drink deeply of the Spirit. Take time out to rest, to 
lay aside all burdens, and to open yourself to the light of the Word 
and the leading of the holy Spirit. Remember that you are only a 
receptacle or vessel, not the fountain of living waters. You cannot 
give to others what you have not first of all gathered for yourself.

11. Persevere, persevere, persevere. When troubles come and enemies 
pursue, don’t be a hireling that abandons the sheep. Persevere in 
caring for them. Stay the course. Trust Ecclesiastes 11:1, “Cast thy 
bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.”

How has your family sustained the rigors and challenges of ministry?
Very well. God has blessed us immeasurably in this area. My 

dear wife is an incredible gift of God to me. As someone once 
said to me, “She loves the ministry as much as you do.” When 
I once asked her what she found to be the most difficult part of 
being a minister’s wife, she thought for a while, and then said, 
“Sometimes as a minister’s wife, I am unsure about how to greet 
someone for that situation, whether it should be just words, or 
a handshake, or a hug, or a hug and a kiss—that’s probably the 
hardest part.” If that’s my wife’s most difficult challenge in being 
a minister’s wife, I think she’s doing fine!

Our children, too, have never had any problem with being PKs 
(preacher’s kids). In fact, I have often asked them over the years, 
“Do you ever wish your Dad was not a minister?” Repeatedly, they 
have all answered with conviction, “Of course not!” We are so grate-
ful to God and to them for such convictions.

My wife and I are also grateful that our church and school 
community have not singled them out in any way as PKs. In our 
own family, we have tried to rear them first and foremost, to be 
Christian children, and have not expected certain behavior simply 
because they are PKs. And we have studiously avoided criticizing 
the church or any people in it in front of our children.

What a blessing our children have been to us! I am acutely 
aware that this is only because of God’s grace.

What Scripture best sums up the last twenty-five years of your life?
Philippians 4:19, “But my God shall supply all your need 

according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and homiletics 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage Netherlands 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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This is the first installment of a series on the miracles of 
Christ as they are recorded for us by the Gospel writers 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke.1 The Bible contains the record 
of many miracles. We are given detailed accounts in the Old 
Testament, especially in the narratives of Moses, Elijah, 
and Elisha. The opening pages of the New Testament also 
record miracles, such as the birth of John the Baptist and 
the conception of Jesus Christ. And after Christ’s ascen-
sion, many notable miracles were performed by his dis-
ciples. But the miracles performed by Christ himself, while 
he walked this earth, are perhaps the most well known and 
loved by Christians.

I do not want us to study these miracles only because they 
are loved. They are valuable also because of what they teach 
us about Christ. Peter put it this way on the day of Pente-
cost: “Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know” (Acts 
2:22). The miracles magnify the glory of Christ, pointing 
to him as one approved by God. If Christ is approved by 
his Father, then who can resist his claims?

Defining miracles
The miracles of Christ were special signs that he performed 
during his public ministry. he did things that others could 
not do—things that proved that God was with him, as 
Nicodemus noted (John 3:2). These events ran counter to 
expected natural processes.

Now, in a certain sense, everything God does is a mir-
acle. There were many miracles involved in God’s creation 
of heaven and earth in six days. The fact that God upholds 
everything by his providence is a miracle. The sunshine 
and rain, the springtime and harvest, and many other nat-
ural phenomena point to the might and power of God, 
who works in ways we cannot trace (Eccl. 11:5). Yet, as we 
will see, the Bible itself specifically speaks of miracles, and 

means those events that distinguish themselves from normal 
and expected processes.

The Bible uses three main words for miracles.2 Each 
word emphasizes a certain aspect of the miraculous char-
acter of an event. In many instances, only one of the three 
words is used in a narrative. But in Acts 2:22 (cited above), 
as Peter describes the miracles of Christ, we find all three 
of the words in the same verse.

The first word is dunamis, or “powerful deed.” This word 
stresses the might or power required in order to perform 
the miracle. For example, Christ used this word when he 
said, “If the mighty works which had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon had been done in you, they had a great while ago 
repented” (Luke 10:13).

The second word is teras, or “wonder.” This word empha-
sizes the response required by or expected from the miracle. 
A person witnessing the event or hearing about it ought to 
be amazed. This word is used in John 4:48: “Unless ye see 
signs and wonders, ye will not believe.”

The third word is semeion, or “sign.” In other words, the 
miracle serves as a signal or signpost, pointing the person 
who sees it or hears of it to something else. This word is 
used in John 20:30: “And many other signs truly did Jesus 
in the presence of his disciples.”

the kinds of Miracles
Students of the Bible have sought to classify the miracles 
into groups. One common method divides them according 
to who or what is involved, as follows:

1. The miracles involving human beings: This is the most 
common kind of miracle in the gospels. Christ cured 
people with diseases and even brought the dead back 
to life again. Some were healed with a touch, others 
from a distance. In each case, it was clear that Christ 
was the source of healing. Miracles involving demon-
possessed people could be mentioned as a special class 
within this group of miracles.

new testament Bible study
the Miracles of Christ (1)

dr. gerald Bilkes
read: luke 7:19–23

Introduction



NOVEMBER 2011 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 249

2. The miracles involving creation or nature: The well-
known miracles in which there is a calming of the 
sea, walking on water, or division of loaves and fishes 
would be included in this group. Something within 
the created order was being acted upon, and became 
subservient to its Creator in a new and incredible way.

the Purpose of the Miracles
Why did Christ perform miracles on earth? Luke 9:19–23 
helps us answer this question. While in prison, John the 
Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus whether he was the 
promised Messiah or whether people had to wait for some-
one else. In answer to his question, Christ sent the disciples 
back to John with reports of the miracles he was perform-
ing. This response is key in helping us understand why 
Christ performed miracles. We can identify the following 
four main purposes: 

1. To announce the arrival of the kingdom of grace in 
Christ’s coming, in accordance with prophecy (see for 
example Isaiah 35:3–6);

2. To illustrate Christ’s teaching of redemption by grace 
and the turning back of the consequences of the fall 
into sin;

3. To foreshadow the benefits Christ would accomplish 
in his work of redemption on the cross; 

4. To show forth Christ’s glory as the Son of God.

As we study the miracles, we will see these points surface 
again and again.

Believing the Miracles
In the past as well as in the present day, some have denied 
that the miracles actually took place. If time and space 
allowed, we could go on at length about some of the argu-
ments people use and how to refute them. But suffice it to 
say that a person who decides that Christ’s miracles couldn’t 
actually have taken place is simply forcing his or her own 
view of reality on the Scriptures. Since no one can prove 
that the miracles did not really happen, this viewpoint is 
not a statement of fact, but of faith, or rather, unbelief. Such 
a person is simply saying that he or she does not believe that 
Christ performed miracles.

the Christ of the Miracles
Is it any wonder that Christ performed miracles, when he 
is himself such an extraordinary person? he was both per-
fectly human and perfectly divine. While on earth, he was 
entirely unique from any other human being.

When we study the miracles, we should never lose sight 
of the glorious and magnificent Christ who performed them. 
he still performs miracles in hearts and lives today. If we 
have been brought from darkness to light, he has done such 

a miracle in our hearts. he has regenerated us, justified us, 
and reconciled us unto God. These things should astound 
us no less than the miracles he did when he was on earth.

Let’s not only regard the power displayed in Christ’s 
miracles, but also other divine attributes. They are harmoni-
ously displayed in the miracles, though one or other of them 
seems to shine more than the others. For example, Christ’s 
wisdom, omniscience, love, mercy, and longsuffering are 
readily apparent in many of his miracles.

Ultimately, all the miracles should lead us to Calvary 
and the empty tomb, where we see the fullest display of 
all the miracles of a Triune God. On the cross and in the 
empty grave, we see how God brought life and immortality 
to light in the gospel through the death of a sinless Surety. 
In each of our studies, we hope to travel the journey from 
the miracle itself to the cross and the empty tomb. Our aim 
should not be on the miracle itself, but on the triune God, 
who purposed the miracles, performed them, and applies 
their truth to the hearts of those who are spiritually blind, 
lame, leprous, and dead.

Questions
1. Which of Christ’s miracles is your favorite? Why?

2. It seems that people are either obsessed with look-
ing for miracles where God is not doing them, or 
else easily dismiss the miracles God did in the 
Bible. have you encountered this, and how would 
you explain and address these reactions?

3. Take a look at the four purposes of the miracles 
listed above. To go along with each of them, suggest 
an appropriate response on our part.

4. Does Satan perform “miracles” (2 Thess. 2:9)? If so, 
how are they different from Christ’s miracles?

1. The miracles of Christ in John have been recently treated by Anthony T. 
Selvaggio, The Seven Signs: Seeing the Glory of Christ in the Gospel of John (Grand 
Rapids: RhB, 2010).

2. A helpful resource in the Dutch language is G. Wielenga, De Wonderen van 
den Zaligmaker (Kampen: Kok, 1911). I am indebted to this book for a number 
of important insights.

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.
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Since the 
t ime  of 
Augustine 
(354–430), 
Romans 7 
has been a 

battleground in the conf lict between the champions of free 
grace and the devotees of free will. The Greek Fathers gener-
ally interpreted the passage as depicting the experience of an 
unrenewed sinner under the law. Augustine was once of this 
opinion, but further study of Scripture and deeper experience 
led him to view verses 14–25 as describing the inner conf lict 
between the f lesh and the spirit in the regenerate man. At 
the time of the Reformation, the great heralds of the gospel 
of grace, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Philipp Melanchthon, 
and Theodore Beza followed Augustine’s mature view, while 
Desiderius Erasmus and Faustus Socinus revived the view of 
the Greek fathers and Pelagius. Arminianism began to be 
published when Jacobus Arminius (1560–1609) lectured on 
this subject, and his followers such as hugo Grotius, Simon 
Episcopius, and Philipp van Limborch adopted the same Pela-
gianizing views. Charles hodge observes: “As a general rule, 
Arminian writers have been found on one side of this question, 
and Calvinistic authors on the other. This is indeed the natural 
result of their different views of the scriptural doctrine of the 
natural state of man.”2 Among Calvinistic expositors, mention 
may be made of John Brown of Wamphray, James Fraser of 
Allness, John Stafford, and in more recent times, along with 
hodge, hermann Kohlbrugge, Thomas Chalmers, Robert 
haldane, William G. T. Shedd, and John Murray.

The Pietists, represented by Johann Albrecht Bengel 
(1687–1752), deviated from the orthodox Augustinian and 
Reformation exegesis. More recent versions of pietism and 
perfectionism have devised the mediating view that Romans 
7:14–25 depicts the experience of an immature believer, a so-
called “carnal Christian,” but not of the apostle at the time he 
penned the epistle, or of a mature Christian.

In support of the Augustinian and Reformation view that 
Paul is describing his present experience as representative of 
that of the regenerate, we may point out:

(1) There is a change in tense in verse 14 from the past to the 
present. In verses 7–13, the work of the law in producing con-
viction of sin has been unfolded. We need not enter here on the 
question whether this is the experience of an unregenerate man 
under the law or of a regenerate man in the first awakening 
of spiritual life. In any case, it is an experience of which the 
apostle could write in the past tense. From verse 14 to the close 
of the chapter, the present tense is uniformly employed. What 
reason can be given for this striking change of tense but that 
the present experience of a mature Christian is now in view?

(2) Expressions are used in this passage that naturally belong 
on the lips of the spiritual man. “For I delight in the law 
of God after the inward man” (v. 22) is not the voice of the 
unregenerate. Cf. Psalm 1:2, “his delight is in the law of 
the Lord,” and Psalm 119:97 et passim. The inward man, 
the self that does not serve sin (v. 17) is the renewed man, 
as contrasted with the f lesh, in which no good thing dwells  
(v. 18). The conf lict described in the words of verse 19, “For 
the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, 
that I do,” is understood by Arminians to be the conf lict in the 
unregenerate between reason and conscience on the one hand, 
and the inclinations and passions on the other. Commentators 
often quote Ovid, Metamorphoses (7.19):

My reason this, my passion that persuades, 
I see the right, and I approve it too, 
Condemn the wrong; and yet the wrong pursue.
The language of Romans 7:19 is only superficially similar 

to that of Ovid and other heathen writers. The apostle does not 
speak of a conflict between reason and inclination, but between 
the will and performance. The unrenewed man, even if he knows 
what is right, finds evil to predominate over his better judg-
ment. The renewed man, by grace, wills the good. This is the 
predominant disposition of the inward man. But his complaint is 
his inability to perform the good that he would as he would. The 
context, especially verses 18 and 21, makes this abundantly clear. 
To ascribe such a disposition toward what is spiritually good to 
the unregenerate is to deny the doctrine of total depravity.

Once the true nature of the conf lict between the f lesh 
and the spirit in the believer is understood (cf. Gal. 5:17), the 
expressions that have been alleged to require a reference to the 
unregenerate will be seen rather to portray precisely the expe-
rience of the exercised child of God. Many have found verse 
14 to be a stumbling block. The powerful discourse of Dr. 
hermann Kohlbrugge (1801–1860) on this text led to a rupture 
between him and former friends in holland, particularly the 
poet Isaac da Costa (1798–1860), who regarded Kohlbrugge’s 
doctrine as antinomian.

how can a gracious soul be said to be “carnal, sold under 
sin”?  It is a fact that in 1 Corinthians 3:1–3, Christians who 
have been addressed as saints are called carnal. It is not said 
that they are in the f lesh, as the unregenerate are (Rom. 8:8–
9). The unrenewed part of the renewed man—indwelling  
sin—has the nature of the f lesh. In the Corinthians it pre-
vailed to the extent that the apostle addresses them as carnal 
rather than spiritual. In the case of the apostle himself, in the 
light of the law that is spiritual, he can and must acknowledge 
himself to be carnal.

“Sold under sin” need not cause special difficulty. The case 
of the Christian is to be contrasted with that of Ahab, “which 
did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord” 
(1 Kings 20:25). The exceptionally aggravated wickedness of 

Romans 7: 

A Battleground1
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After considering how we are to view our children in relationship to the covenant of grace and the church, 
last month’s article considered how the church is to minister to children. That article focused on the church’s 
calling to (1) include the children and (2) train the parents. This article concludes the subject by considering the 
church’s need to (3) teach the children, (4) involve the children, (5) talk to the children, and (6) love the children.

{

Ahab is described in these words. The case of Ahab is not the 
case of Romans 7:14. Even in the perfectionist’s interpreta-
tion of the text, this can hardly be the case. An unregenerate 
man feeling pangs of conscience, or a weak believer, cannot 
be said to sell himself for sin as Ahab did. But a deeply taught 
Christian can mourn over being sold under sin against his will 
even as he has earnest desires for perfect conformity to that law 
which is holy, just, and good. The captivity to the law of sin in 
the members (v. 23) is not to be confused with the voluntary 
slavery to sin of the unregenerate.

Enough may be seen from the above to make it clear that 
the cry, “O wretched man that I am!” in verse 24 is not a cry of 
despair. Nor is it an expression of ignorance. The apostle knows 
well the Source of deliverance: “I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (v. 25). It is the cry of the prophet Isaiah and 
of all those who have seen the King, the Lord of hosts (Isa. 
6:5). It is the confession of Job, and of all who have not merely 
heard with the hearing of the ear, but who are brought by an 
experimental knowledge of the majesty of God to repent in dust 
and ashes ( Job 42:5–6). With David, the Christian is brought 
to remembrance of what he is in himself:

Because gone up above mine head 
 my great transgressions be; 
And as a weighty burden they 
 too heavy are for me.3

Error in the understanding of the reference of Romans 
7:14–25 ought not to be ignored or dismissed as a trif ling or 
minor matter. The effect of such error is the cultivation of 
a superficial religion. Those who confess the Scripture doc-
trine of free and sovereign grace cannot connive at perfectionist 
pretences without both endangering the consistency of their 
doctrine and the soundness of their experience. In Reformed 
circles, vigilance is called for to guard against the intrusion 
of a pretentious piety that abounds in high assurance, frothy 
joy, and premature victory, but knows nothing of the warfare 
against the f lesh, and the poor and contrite spirit, trembling at 
the Word of God. The godly man will follow the footsteps of 
the f lock, and with Augustine of hippo, Fraser of Allness, and 
Kohlbrugge of Elberfeld join with Job, David, Isaiah, and Paul 
in their consciousness of the vexation of indwelling sin, in their 
perseverance in warfare against it, and in their dependence on 
the blood and Spirit of Christ for deliverance.

1. This article first appeared in the Gospel Magazine, Nov.–Dec. 1977.
2. Charles hodge, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1972), 240.
3. Psalm 38:4, Scottish Psalter of 1650.

Dr. William Young was born in Brooklyn, New York, on May 9, 1918. he excelled in 
his studies and entered Columbia University in 1934, at age 16. he also earned degrees 
from Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia and Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City. he went on to teach philosophy at Butler University in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, and then at the University of Rhode Island. he has also served 
as the pastor of the Presbyterian Reformed Church of East Greenwich, Rhode Island.

Practical Guidelines 
for Ministry to

Family Guidance • Dr. Joel R. Beeke

Teach the Children
Jesus said in Matthew 19:14, “Suffer little children, and for-
bid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” We bring our children to Christ by presenting 
them for baptism and by bringing them to public worship; 
but we must also teach them the truths of the Christian 
faith, bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. In hearing the words of Scripture, little lambs of 

the f lock hear the voice of the Good Shepherd, who thereby 
calls them by name to follow him (John 10:3).

Our children should be catechized. The heidelberg Cat-
echism presents biblical truth with warm spirituality; the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism and Larger Catechism offer 
rich biblical teaching in brilliantly condensed form. With 
such great resources at our disposal, it is a shame that many 
evangelical Christians fear that the word catechism implies 
Roman Catholicism. What a joy it is for many Christians 



252 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth NOVEMBER 2011

today to rediscover the beauty of Reformed catechisms! The 
question-and-answer format is ideally suited for children.

As G. I. Williamson writes, a catechism is like a map for 
a road trip. Someone might say, “Why bother with a map? 
Why not just start driving to find where things are?” The 
answer, of course, is that you’ll likely waste a lot of time 
speculating how far you have to drive to places or what route 
to take, and perhaps get lost. Other people carefully study 
roads and maps. No map is perfect, but they are generally 
accurate. So it is with catechisms. The Bible contains the 
riches of Christ. It is clear but also very deep. While we 
must read our Bibles, it is wise to use the maps others have 
provided to guide us through Scripture.1

Make sure that your catechism teachers are well-trained 
members of the church, preferably off ice-bearers who 
uphold solid, confessional Reformed teaching with hearts 
af lame with the fear and love of God. Children under ten 
years old should memorize answers to questions, while chil-
dren over ten years old should be pressed to explain what 
they have been learning. Use a good curriculum, such as 
that produced by Great Commission Publications,2 or the 
Bible Doctrine workbooks written by James W. Beeke, or 
G. I. Williamson’s study guides to the Westminster and 
heidelberg Catechisms.

Catechism in the church should be supplemented by 
Christian education, whether at a Christian day school or 
by godly homeschooling. Never underestimate the impact 
of school teachers and textbooks on your children. Your 
child’s education is not just about his future career in the 
world; a Christian education can have a profound inf luence 
on whether your sons and daughters persevere as active 
members of a biblically faithful church when they grow up.

Involve the Children
Involve the children in the whole life of the church. Many 
Christian parents worship as a family on the Lord’s Day, but 
do not bring their children to other church meetings during 
the week. Of course, some meetings would not be appropri-
ate for children, but consider the prayer meeting. Corporate 
prayer is the lifeline of the church; in Acts, the members of 
the church devoted themselves to prayer meetings.3 They 
were serious about the calling of the church to be “an house 
of prayer” (Isa. 56:7). Shall we exclude our children from 
this most essential dimension of our church’s life? Bring 
your children to prayer meetings.

Bring the children to other ministry opportunities, too. 
Note the talents and interests of the children and teach them 
to use those gifts while they are young. Recruit children to 
stuff envelopes for mailings. Ask them to make cards for the 
sick or for residents of nursing homes. Take them on visits to 
shut-ins. One minister I know has several children who are 
gifted singers. he and his wife and family often visit nursing 
homes and move from room to room to sing to their church 

folk and other residents. The people love it. Put their gifts to 
work! Young men and women who can sing should glorify 
God in sacred concerts. Girls can join their mothers in making 
blankets for the poor or in cooking meals for the sick. Boys can 
help their fathers rake leaves or shovel snow for elderly people. 
Bring them with you when you visit a mission or work in a 
church nursery. Children will learn much about ministry by 
doing it with their parents. As soon as your children are old 
enough, involve them in one or more ministries in the church.

Talk to the Children
Don’t just ignore children as you walk through your church 
building. Greet them. The Bible commands us to greet one 
another with warmth and brotherly affection.4 Would you 
ignore your nephews and nieces or grandchildren at a family 
reunion? The assembling of the church is a sacred family 
reunion. People who stand at the door greeting people as 
they come in should be trained to welcome children with 
the same kind of warmth. We should all greet the children 
around us. Stoop down to their level and look them in the 
eye. Learn their names. Ask them what they are learning in 
school or what they did this week.

Try to put in a good word for the Lord when you talk 
to children. Lift up Christ. Let them see your joy in serv-
ing the Savior. Commend them for carrying their Bible. 
Remind them it is the best of books for it tells us about the 
Lord Jesus. Talk to them about the sermon. Parents will 
appreciate this as well. here’s a short e-mail I received from 
a mother a few weeks ago:

Pastor, I just wanted to tell you I think our son got a kick 
out of your questions to him and his friend about the 
sermon last Sunday. he was quite proud that he knew 
all the answers (at least he said he did). Thank you for 
questioning them. I think it’s a good thing to do. Thanks 
for your truly pastoral spirit and attitude!

Let the children of the church see your joy in knowing and 
serving this wonderful Savior.

Love the Children
To sum it up, God calls us to love children in the church. 
Children are very sensitive to emotions and attitudes. Don’t 
be sour or stiff with them. Let your heart be warm and your 
face aglow for them. We have an elder in our church who 
makes it a point to speak with young children after every 
service. he gets down on their level, asks them what they 
learned from the sermon, helps them understand it better, 
and then gives them a piece of candy. Love permeates all 
that he says and does. No wonder the children love him!

Christ loves children! So should we. Why not befriend 
a teenager in your church and shower him with Christ-like 
love? It can be very rewarding. Take a young man in your 
church out to lunch every other month. Soon he will open 
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seeking their conversion to eternal  
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faith and the obedience of faith.

up to you with his most profound fears and deepest ques-
tions, and will ask your advice on all kinds of important 
matters. What a joy it is when you can speak plainly with 
him about areas of danger and temptation. Soon he will be 
asking you questions like these: “how can I get through 
college without falling into temptation?” and “What do 
you think are the most important qualities to look for in a 
future wife?” You will love this young man and enjoy your 
meetings immensely.

Pastors, loving pastoral care is particularly important 
for you to show to children, teens, and college-age youth. 
You need to do more than preach to the rising generation 
and teach them one catechism lesson per week. Get close 
to them. Ask them questions. Show them you care. Chal-
lenge them to godly living in a positive way both from the 
pulpit and in private. Curb the tendency to be negative about 
young people in your preaching and private conversations.

Elders, you have a special calling to love the baptized 
members of God’s f lock. If you love them habitually as 
they grow up, when the time comes that they may not be 
walking worthy of their baptism, you will be able to exercise 
effective loving discipline in their lives even when they have 
not yet made public profession of faith. We must love our 
young people so much that we dare not allow their status as 
non-communicant members to exempt them from the loving 
admonition of the church.

Parents and church members, we all need to build close 
relationships with our children so that when we talk, they 
will listen, and so that when they talk, we will be sure to 
listen carefully. Be more ready to hear than to speak or act, 
especially if anger is present (James 1:19–20). hold children 
accountable for their conduct in the house of God in a fair, 
balanced, and loving way. We must love them without cater-
ing to them; but neither do we want to crush the life out 
of them, turning the experience of worship into an endless 
succession of rebukes and exactions for every offense.

Church officers, members, and parents all need to work 
together and stand together in our work with children and 
youth. We must watch out for their bodies and their souls. 
We must be diligent to protect our children from spiritual 
abuse, seeking to inculcate in their minds hatred against sin, 

love for Christ, and a longing to live wholly and solely for 
God and his glory.

Conclusion: Don't Give Up on the Children!
Sometimes Christian parents become discouraged about 
their children. You glance across the pew during the service 
and perhaps one of your children is asleep. Perhaps another 
is looking at everyone except the pastor. Perhaps one has 
escaped and is heading down the aisle! It’s easy to start ask-
ing, “What am I doing wrong?”

Don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.” Keep waiting on the Lord and persevere in the paths 
of righteousness for his name’s sake. Be faithful in doing 
your duty and keep trusting the Lord. Bringing our children 
to Christ, bringing them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, and seeking their conversion to eternal life are 
long-term endeavors of faith and the obedience of faith. 
hebrews 10:38–39 says, “Now the just shall live by faith: 
but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in 
him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; 
but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.” 

Persevere in prayer for the children in the church. 
Remember when you were a child; did not God hear the 
prayers of your parents and your pastors for your spiritual 
well-being? he can do the same for your children. When 
teens go through troubles, intercede for them in prayer with 
the persistence of the importunate widow with the unjust 
judge. God will hear your prayers. Remind God of his 
promises to us. Our Lord Jesus spoke of all our conversions 
when he said in Matthew 19:26, “With men this is impos-
sible; but with God all things are possible.”

1. G. I. Williamson, The Heidelberg Catechism: A Study Guide (Phillipsburg, 
N.J.: P&R Publishing, 1993), 2.

2. A ministry of the PCA and OPC (www.gcp.org).
3. Acts 1:14, 24; 2:42; 3:1; 4:23–31; 6:4; 12:5, 12; 13:1–4; 14:23; 16:16, 25; 

20:36; 21:5.
4. 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:26; 1 Pet. 5:14.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.



44The Quest for Comfort — William Boekestein
Many years ago God used three men to write a 
little book that explained the only true comfort in 
life and in death. These men lived in a time when 
comfort was badly needed. Most people believed 
they could have comfort in this life only when 
they were good. Even if they believed they were 
good, they had very little comfort about what 
would happen to them after they died. Few knew 
the real and lasting comfort that God promises 
through his Word. That’s why these three men 

wrote their little book. The three men were Caspar Olevianus, Zacha-
rias Ursinus, and Frederick III, and the little book they wrote, with 
God’s help, is called the heidelberg Catechism.

The Quest for Comfort combines history and art to retell the events 
that led to making the catechism. By sharing the stories of these three 
important men and how they came to heidelberg, children will gain 
a greater appreciation of the Christian faith as it is expressed in the 
heidelberg Catechism.

“One of the callings of every Christian parent is to pass on the heritage 
of Christian faith to their children. A primary way to pass on that 
heritage is to inspire children with the stories of people who have lived 
valiantly for truth. In The Quest for Comfort Bill Boekestein has given 
us a wonderful tool for doing just that.”

—Tedd Tripp, author of Shepherding a Child’s Heart
(32 pages, hB) $10.00 | 7.50

Reformer of Basel: The Life, Thought,  
and Influence of Johannes Oecolampadius
Diane Poythress
“It is indeed a joy to be able to read about the life 
and times of Basel’s great Reformer, Johannes 
Oecolampadius, from Dr. D. Poythress’s pen. 
She writes in a very engaging style that helps 
to make the long-ago events of the sixteenth 
century come alive. her presentation is scholarly, 
engaging with all the sources in a number of 
languages, correctly critical (when authors refuse 

to see the clear hand of God at action and ascribe ‘secular’ motivation), 
but most importantly introduces to English readers a beautiful facet of 
God’s great reforming work in Switzerland.

“Poythress introduces her readers to Oecolampadius’s life in its 
historical context. She traces his vast influence throughout Europe and 
helps the reader to understand why he is so important by presenting an 
annotated bibliography of his prodigious writings. With great depth of 
learning (including comparing his work with Greek fathers), she points 
out Oecolampadius’s exegetical insights and contributions as well as his 
hermeneutical theory. Not content with that significant contribution, 
she also shows the scope of the Basel Reformer’s theology.

“Dr. Poythress also provides an English translation of part of Oeco-
lampadius’s Isaiah commentary, giving her readers a sweet appetizer to 
the banquet of theology found at Oecolampadius’s theological table. 
This work will satisfy scholars but will be a blessing to any reader. It is 
highly recommended, and the Christian community is indebted to Dr. 
Poythress and her publisher for making this great work available to us.”

— Richard C. Gamble, Professor of Systematic Theology,  
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary

 (232 Pages, PB) $25.00 | $19.00

Reformed Thought — William Young
Edited by Joel R. Beeke and Ray B. Lanning
Reformed Thought presents some of the writings 
from the career of William Young. Dr. Young is 
a trained philosopher and theologian who rubbed 
shoulders with men like John Murray and Gor-
don Clark. he is also a churchman, dedicated to 
the edification and wellbeing of God’s people. 
And as this collection of essays demonstrates, he 
is the kind of man who feels just as much at home 
discussing technical matters of metaphysics as he 

does promoting experiential Christianity. This book is a testimony to 
Young’s wide ranging interests and capabilities, presenting a number of 
theological and philosophical essays, some sermons and other pastoral 
writings, and several book reviews. (See a sample of Young’s writings 
on pp. 248–249 of this issue.)

“The reader will discover that for breadth of scope, wealth of content, 
depth of understanding, and strength of conviction, not to mention 
intensity of passion, William Young has few peers. It is a privilege to be 
able to commend Bill’s Selected Writings to a wider readership.”

— Paul helm, J. I. Packer Professor of Theology  
and Philosophy, Regent College

(432 pages, hB) $40.00 | 30.00

Broken Minds — Steve and Robyn Bloem
An estimated 121 million people suffer from depres-
sion, and many struggle to find help. In Broken Minds, 
the authors weave personal experience, insights, pro-
fessional knowledge, wisdom from the Puritans, and 
Scripture to provide practical and spiritual guidance—
including definitions, treatment options, government 
services, and interactions with the church and God.

(Kregel, PB, 301 pgs) $14.00 | $11.00

Collected Writings on Scripture — D. A. Carson
This collection of D. A. Carson’s work from the past 
thirty years on the nature of Scripture is a timely chal-
lenge to recent and vigorous attacks on the inspiration 
and authority of Scripture. In part 1, Carson selects 
essays on themes such as how to interpret the Bible, 
recent developments in the doctrine of Scripture, unity 
and diversity in the New Testament, and redaction 

criticism. Part 2 presents critical reviews of nine books dealing with 
the inspiration and authority of Scripture.

(Crossway, hB, 335 pgs) $28.00 | $21.00

Passionate Housewives Desperate for God
Jennie Chancey and Stacy McDonald
Do you wrestle with cultural messages that demean the 
homemaker’s calling? This book provides a fresh vision 
for homemaking—to be a housewife passionate for God 
alone. The authors also counteract popular stereotypes 
and myths and confront negative messages and images 
promoted by the modern media, culture, and feminism.

(Vision Forum, PB, 206 pgs) $16.00 | $14.00
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44Demolishing Contradictions (Vol. 1) — Ken Ham, ed.
Many people attack God’s Word by claiming it con-
tains errors, inaccuracies, and contradictions, yet many 
Christians find themselves grasping for a response. In 
this volume Bodie hodge, Roger Patterson, and others 
defend the Scriptures against more than forty issues of 
contention in the Old and New Testaments. 

(Master Books, PB, 141 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

A Place for Weakness — Michael S. Horton
In A Place for Weakness, formerly titled Too Good to Be 
True, horton unveils the pop culture that sells Jesus like 
a product for health and happiness. he reminds Chris-
tians that their lives often lead down difficult paths 
that require faith. Yet, through every type of earthly 
trial, the Father keeps his promises from Scripture and 
works all things together for good.

(Zondervan, PB, 203 pgs) $15.00 | $11.25

Living in a Fallen World Series
Living in a Fallen World is a series of small booklets that provide 
biblical help and practical guidance to people who find themselves in 
difficulties because of living in a sin-affected world.

Each pamphlet (Day One, PB, 63 pgs) $3.50 | $3.00

Help! He’s Struggling with Pornography, Brian Croft
Help! I Have Breast Cancer, Brenda Frields
Help! Someone I Love Has Cancer, Deborah Howard
Help! Someone I Love Has Been Abused, Jim Newheiser
Help! My Spouse Has Been Unfaithful, Mike Summers
Help! My Toddler Rules the House, Paul and Karen Tautges
Help! My Marriage Has Grown Cold, Rick Thomas

A Theology of James — Christopher W. Morgan
Chris Morgan accomplishes a seldom-attempted 
task—laying out a biblical, coherent theology of the 
epistle of James. While not intended as a compre-
hensive theology of James, this book connects the 
particulars of James to the big picture of the Bible 
and argues that its instruction is both grounded in 
theology and is theology applied.

(P&R, PB, 218 pgs) $18.00 | $13.50

A Golden Chain — William Perkins
William Perkins sets forth the doctrine of predestina-
tion, answering three erroneous views and defending a 
fourth—that the divine decree of mercy and justice has 
no foundation other than God’s good will and pleasure. 
This edition has been newly reprinted from the 1597 
edition and includes a removable color version of Per-
kins’s chart showing the order and causes of salvation 

and damnation.         (Puritan Reprints, hB, 271 pgs) $40.00 | $24.00

A Place of Healing — Joni Eareckson Tada
“If God can heal me, why won’t he?” More than forty 
years after a diving accident left her a quadriplegic, Joni 
faces this question afresh. A new battle of unrelenting 
pain forced Joni back to foundational questions about 
suffering and God’s sovereign will. here she invites 
those who suffer—whether from physical, financial, 
or relational grief—to navigate the distance between 

God’s “yes” and “no” and find new hope.
(David C. Cook, hB, 216 pgs) $22.00 | $16.00

Family Money Matters — Dr. John Temple
“how should I plan financially for the future?” 
“Should I ever get into debt?” This practical book 
answers these and many other questions on a biblical 
foundation as it lays out the secular basis of Western 
economics and then establishes biblical principles for 
home finance. Included are sample tables and links 
to downloadable spreadsheets.

(Day One, PB, 109 pgs) $11.00 | $8.25
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Many people believe that if you have all the things you 
want, then you are blessed. They assume that being rich is 
a sign of God’s favor, and that being poor means God is not 
as pleased with you. When Thanksgiving Day arrives, we 
go to church to give thanks for all his blessings. We gather 
with our families to enjoy a meal together. Sometimes we 
talk about the things God has given us. What do we thank 
him for? Do we only thank him for material things such 
as food and clothing, a nice home, toys and games? These 
are wonderful things to have, and we are right in thanking 
God for his goodness to us. however, these are “earthly” 
blessings—they cannot go with us after we die. Even the 
world knows that our things won’t last forever, and even 
people who don’t believe the Bible will say that there are 
more important things in life than earthly possessions. Most 
people will agree that love and family are more important 
than owning beautiful clothes and an expensive home.

But there are blessings even more valuable than a loving 
family and faithful friends. To find out what those blessings 
are, we can turn to God’s Word. Most of the psalms were 
written by David, the king of Israel. he had a beautiful palace 
to live in, with servants to tend to his every wish; he had every-
thing he could wish for. But what made David truly blessed? 
What gave him joy? Psalm 32 begins, “Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the 
man unto whom the LORD imputeth1 not iniquity.” David 
knew the joy of forgiveness through the blood of the Lamb of 
God. That is a blessing that lasts forever; it brings happiness 
that no earthly thing can match. Someone who is poor and 
despised can be happier than someone who is rich and famous 
if he has been covered by the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

This is the opposite of the world’s way of thinking; 
actually, it is contrary to our natural way of thinking. Our 
wicked hearts believe the lie that we can have joy and peace 
without God. We foolishly chase after the things of this 
world, imagining they will make us happy. Does that mean 
it is wrong to be thankful for our possessions? Of course 
not! We must thank God for all his gifts. however, we 
must never be satisfied with earthly things. And we must 
never think that we are more blessed than others simply 
because we might have more “stuff ” than they have. “For 
who maketh thee to differ from another? And what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive 
it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?” 
(1 Corinthians 4:7). Paul means that one person is just as 
wicked as another. Everything you own is an undeserved 
gift from a merciful God; not one of the blessings we have 
was earned by something we did. Therefore, we must never 
become proud of what we have been given.

Dear children, what are you most thankful for? Where 
do you turn in your search for happiness? In the first few 
chapters of Proverbs, Solomon, the wisest king who ever 
lived, counsels his children to seek wisdom and by it find 
life. “happy is the man that findeth wisdom...all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her” (Proverbs 
3:13, 15). Solomon was also one of the richest kings who ever 
lived, and even he concluded that wisdom, which is the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself, is better than all the things you could 
ever want. Will you be foolish and follow the pathway of 
sin? Sin can be dressed to look beautiful; it is tempting and 
appeals to our wicked hearts. Solomon warned his children, 
“Ponder the path of thy feet...turn not to the right hand nor 
to the left: remove thy foot from evil” (Proverbs 4:26, 27).

he knew that sin can be very attractive. he pleads, “hear-
ken unto me now therefore, O ye children... let not thine 
heart decline to her ways ...her house is the way to hell” 
(Proverbs 7:24, 25, 27). In our natural state, we turn away 
from God, and believe that obeying him is boring and wea-
risome, joyless and dull. We run to our destruction, trusting 
the deceit of this world, our wicked hearts, and the lies of the 
devil. We refuse to follow after righteousness. That is why we 
need new hearts. We need a complete change. Dear children, 
ask the holy Spirit to pour out his grace into your heart 
and wash away all your sins. Ask him for a heart that can 
distinguish between right and wrong, and that loves wisdom 
and hates evil. David prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O 
God; and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). Ask 
the holy Spirit to give you love for the Lord Jesus and a desire 
after the things of God. Only then will you be truly happy. 
“Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed 
are they that keep my ways” (Proverbs 8:32). Do you grieve 
because you are still too attached to the things of this world? 
Pray with David, “Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in 
thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name” (Psalm 86:11). Are 
you truly blessed? Can you thank God for the best blessings?

1. “Impute” means “to attribute to,” or “to regard as belonging to.” So, to impute 
iniquity means that it is believed that that sin belongs to that person. The meaning 
of this verse is, “Blessed is the person to whom God does not attribute any sin,” or 
“Blessed is the person whom God views as though he had never sinned.”

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For  Our  Children
Diana   Kleyn
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Charlie’s   Prayer

Story  For  Children

In a back street in London lived a poor widow and her only 
son, Charlie. Although they were very poor, they loved each 
other very much. What is more, they had been given the 
joy of salvation. Every Lord’s Day, Charlie went to Sunday 
school. he listened carefully to what his teacher taught him 
and memorized the Bible verses faithfully. When he came 
home, he enthusiastically told his mother what he heard 
there. The Lord blessed the lessons and Scripture passages 
to both mother and son.

One of the fruits of Charlie’s salvation was his concern 
for the souls of those around him. Next to Charlie and his 
mother lived John and his four children. John was an omni-
bus1 driver whose wife had died not long ago. Overwhelmed 
by the responsibility of raising four children, John turned to 
alcohol. Though he loved his children and worked hard, John 
foolishly sought comfort in something that could never help 
him. Yet, he was kind to Charlie and often stopped by to ask 
how the boy was doing, and sometimes he would give Charlie 
an apple or an orange, which was a welcome gift. Fresh fruit 
was too expensive for Charlie’s mother to buy; her earnings 
were so meager that they often went hungry. Charlie became 
weak and frail. As he became weaker, Charlie realized that he 
might never recover. he was not afraid to die, but he wanted 
others to know the love of the Savior. his heart went out to 
his neighbor, John, and his four children. he began to pray 
earnestly for this man. Every day, Charlie prayed that John 
would stop drinking and find the joy of salvation in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There were days when Charlie feared he would 
die before the answer came. Would God answer the prayers 
of a poor boy in a dingy little apartment in the slums of a big 
city? Charlie became weaker and John continued to drink. 

John also continued to be kind to the boy, however, and 
that encouraged Charlie to keep praying. John’s conscience 
did seem to bother him, for he never stopped by to see Char-
lie if he had been drinking. Only when he was sober did 
John come to visit. Charlie was glad when the well-known 
footsteps stopped at his door and the kind face of his friend 
appeared. John always asked the same questions, “how are 
you tonight, Charlie? how did you spend your day? I hope 
you have a good night’s sleep!” he would listen as the boy 
chattered happily. Then, patting him affectionately on the 
head, John would continue down the hall to his own children. 

One evening, Charlie’s apartment door stood open to 
catch a breeze, and the omnibus driver, coming quietly up 
the stairs, heard the sound of the boy’s feeble voice. John 
stopped to listen, for he thought he heard his name men-
tioned. What he heard stunned him: Charlie was praying  

 

for him! John could not hear all the words, but this much 
he heard: “Dear Father, Thou hast said, ‘Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you’ (Matthew 7:7). Please take away John’s 
love of alcohol, for the sake of his children, for his own dear 
sake, and for Christ’s sake. Please give him a new heart, and 
make him a sober man. Amen.”

John broke down there in the hallway. Was this child 
praying for him? he entered the apartment, trembling. he 
threw himself on his knees at Charlie’s bedside. “Is it me 
you’re praying for, Charlie? A poor, drunken wretch like 
me?” Then he began to cry. Charlie took the man’s big hand 
in his own small one, and said, “Jesus came to seek and to 
save people just like you, John. The Bible says, ‘This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief ” (1 Timothy 1:15). Another passage says, “Wherefore 
he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them” (hebrews 7:25). I won’t live much longer, John, so 
promise me this: that you will meet me in heaven one day.” 
With eyes full of love, he continued to plead with his friend. 

Soon after this, Charlie sank into a deep sleep. The next 
night he died, but his words did not die. They went straight 
into John’s heart. They were as words from God. John heard 
them echoing in his mind, day and night—at home, and 
on the streets as he drove. he began to pray. he fell at the 
foot of the cross of Jesus with all his sins and pleaded for 
forgiveness. The Lord Jesus cleansed him, and helped him 
fight against his alcoholism. John became a godly father to 
his children, and happier days dawned for this family. John’s 
children attended the same Sunday school that Charlie had, 
and gladly learned their lessons and Scripture passages. John 
and his children never forgot Charlie, whom God had used 
to bring them true joy and blessing. “And it shall come to 
pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear” (Isaiah 65:24).

1. An omnibus was the early version of our modern-day city bus. It looked like 
a trolley car, but was pulled by one or two horses.

Adapted from Tools for Teachers. Compiled and Arranged by William Moodie. 
London: 1893, pp 377–379.
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Please send your puzzle answers to:
Banner Puzzles and Questions;  

Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Use the texts given to fill in the words that only go across. When you are finished, 
the first letters of each answer will spell out another text. I tried to find passages 
that went along with this month’s topic. Ask the Lord to bless His Word to your 
heart as you complete the puzzle.

o 0 o Puzzle 0 o 0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

 1. “Whoso            in the LORD, happy is he” (Proverbs 16:20).
 2. “Now therefore            unto me, O ye children” (Proverbs 8:32).
 3. “Behold, we count them happy which           ” (James 5:11).
 4. “But with the precious            of Christ” (1 Peter 1:19).
 5. “Blessed is that man that maketh the            his trust” (Psalm 40:4).
 6. “Blessed is            one that feareth the LORD” (Psalm 128:1).
 7. “Blessed are the poor in           : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3).
 8. “Nor standeth in the way of           ” (Psalm 1:1).
 9. “Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not           ” (Psalm 32:2).
10. “But one thing is           ” (Luke 10:42).
11. “he that is            of gain troubleth his own house” (Proverbs 15:27).
12. “By him therefore let us            the sacrifice of praise to God continually”  

(hebrews 13:15).
13. “Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be           ” (John 16:24).
14. “Blessed are all they that put their            in him” (Psalm 2:12).
15. “Behold, your reward is great in           ” (Luke 6:23).
16. “Our            house of this tabernacle” (2 Corinthians 5:1).
17. “A            that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked” 

(Psalm 37:16).
18. “Set thine house in           ; for thou shalt die, and not live” (2 Kings 20:1).
19. “Where moth and            doth corrupt” (Matthew 6:19).
20. “Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching            at my gates”  

(Proverbs 8:34).
21. “          , I come quickly” (Revelation 22:7).
22. “The things which are not seen are           ” (2 Corinthians 4:18).
23. “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of           ” 

(hebrews 3:12).
24. “In the way of righteousness is life: and in the            thereof there is no death” 

(Proverbs 12:28).
25. “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall            mercy” (Matthew 5:7).
26. “When the poor and            seek water. . .I the God of Israel will not forsake 

them” (Isaiah 41:17).
27. “Blessed are ye, when men shall . . .cast out            name as evil” (Luke 6:22).
28. “What manner of persons            ye to be” (2 Peter 3:11).
29. “The hope of            men perisheth” (Proverbs 11:7).
30. “his ears are open unto their           ” (1 Peter 3:12).
31. “Blessed is the man whose            is in thee” (Psalm 84:5).

32. “                                                                                                         
                                              ” (          . 129:8).
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Thanks again to all  
who answered last 
month’s puzzle!

Sarah Beeke
Alena Bleeker
Leah Boerkoel

Phillip Boerkoel
Silvia Boerkoel

Becky Boot
Shelly Boot

Alexander Dehaan
Jonathan Dehaan

Lucas Dehaan
Jerusha deJonge

Calvin denhertog
Janae denhertog

Matthew denhertog
Natasha Eckhardt
Keren Martinez

Jacob Mol
Savannah Mol
Thomas Mol

Jenna Nieuwenhuis
henry Turnbull (2)
Joseph Turnbull (2)
Meghan VanDalen
Melanie VanDalen

Rosanna VandenBerg
Danique Veldhuizen

Amy Vrugteveen
heather Vrugteveen
Kaitlyn Vrugteveen

Answers to last  
month’s puzzle

 1. between
 2. household
 3. faithful
 4. Lord
 5. arms
 6. covenant
 7. who
 8. deny
 9. washing

10. youth
11. children
12. mine
13. cast
14. Son
15. come
16. said
17. can

18. “Be ye mindful always of 
his covenant; the word 
which he commanded to 
a thousand generations” 
(1 Chronicles 16:15a).

RENEW NOW SO AS NOT TO MISS 2012 ISSUES
q Please renew my subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth for 2012.
     Payment is enclosed.
q Enclosed please find payment for                 gift subscriptions. Names and addresses of
     the gift subscriptions are enclosed.
q Enclosed please find a donation for a gift subscription for          prisoners.
q Please charge my VISA/MC: #                                                                                  
     Exp. Date                     Signature                                                                               

Subscription price: $25.00 in the United States; $30.00 in Canada, payable in U.S. funds. 
To foreign countries $35.00 (surface mail) or $65.00 (air mail), payable in U.S. funds. 
($36.00 for The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth on cassette tape.) As rates for North 
America do not cover expenses incurred, donations are most welcome. (Back issues are 
$2.00 each.)

Name                                     
Street                                      
City                                        
State/Province/Country             Zip/Postal Code         

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.S.A.

RENEWAL AND GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS
Most subscriptions to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth expire with the December 2011 
issue. Please forward your renewal in the envelope provided prior to January 15 to avoid 
missing future issues (unless your church provides payment).

Subscription rates for 2012 have remained unchanged, except for U.S. rates which we 
have been compelled to raise from $20.00 to $25.00. As the rates still fall below costs 
incurred, donations remain indispensable. As in former years, we are trusting that many of 
you will be able to assist with smaller or larger gifts to enable us to continue keeping our 
subscription rates low.

Our appreciation is also extended to those of you who have donated generously for free 
subscriptions to seminaries, pastors, and prisoners. Please consider doing so again this year. 
If we had more donations for this purpose, we would be able to reach many more church 
leaders and prisoners with Reformed, experiential truth.

Please also prayerfully consider providing your friends with a gift subscription to the BSGT. 
That would be an excellent way to spread the Reformed faith and at the same time assist us 
in keeping our subscription prices as low as they are.

Finally, heartfelt gratitude to all who have assisted in providing material for The Banner 
of Sovereign Grace Truth: our ministerial brothers, assistant editor, and others for their timely 
contributions; our subscription managers; our typesetters, secretaries, and printer; and our 
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth Committee. Without you, this task would not be completed 
each month. Above all, may God command his blessing upon this work to many hearts—
saving the lost, edifying his people, and glorifying his worthy Name. For this, we are totally 
dependent on his free and sovereign grace. — JRB

RENEW NOW!
 0 o 0

 0 o 0



BRADENTON, FLORIDA WORShIP SERvICES
Interdenominational worship services are again scheduled to be held, 
the LORD willing, at the American Red Cross building located at 2905 
59th Street West, Bradenton, Florida 34209. The services will begin 
on Christmas, December 25, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. and will continue 
each Sunday thereafter through Easter with services at 10:30 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. Guest minister and/or student minister preaching will 
be supplemented by the reading of sermons of a soundly Reformed 
doctrinal nature as has been the practice for more than 25 years. The 
heritage Newsletter will be utilized whenever possible to announce 
guest preachers and any deviations from, or changes to, this schedule.

For additional information, please contact Mr. William P. Noorduyn 
Sr.: 616-457-8923 (MI), 941-747-0313 (FL), e-mail: wrnoorduyn@aol.
com; Mr. henry Mast: 616-878-1433 (MI), 941-753-6112 (FL); or 
Mr. Marinus (Marty) Staal: 616-363-8687 (MI), 941-751-9970 (FL), 
e-mail: mcs2032@aol.com.

TEAChERS NEEDED
PROvIDENCE ChRISTIAN SChOOL
Providence Christian School invites applications for the position of Prin-
cipal and Elementary/Jr./Sr. high Teacher for the 2011/2012 school year.

Providence Christian School is situated in a beautiful, southern Alberta 
rural community, minutes from Lethbridge. PCS has grades K–12 with 
about 120 students attending and 12 staff members. We offer a four-day 
school week, competitive salaries/benefits, a growing, committed school 
community, and a dedicated team of teaching staff.

We encourage qualified teachers who submit to God’s holy Word 
and the Reformed confessions, and are committed to educating children 
and youth in the Reformed Christian perspective to apply. Please send 
your resumé, references, statement of faith, and philosophy of Christian 
education to Providence Christian School, Box 240, Monarch, AB T0L 
1M0. For more information, e-mail: admin@pcsmonarch.com; phone: 
403-381-4418 (school); fax: 403-381-4428.

OxFORD REFORMED ChRISTIAN SChOOL
Oxford Reformed Christian School invites applications for Grade 2 teacher 
beginning in January, 2012.

O.R.C.S. is currently located in a rural setting 20 minutes south of 
Woodstock in South-western Ontario. We are a parent-run 
school serving the needs of several local Reformed commu-
nities and are in our seventh year of operation. Our present 
enrolment is 218 students and we offer Kindergarten to grade 
12. (For information about our school, please visit our website: 
orcschool.ca.) Since our grade 2 teacher is expecting a child 
early in the new year, a teacher is needed for this class of 18 
students. We encourage qualified teachers who submit to God’s 
Word and the Reformed confessions, who are passionate about 
teaching, and are committed to integrating the Reformed per-
spective into their teaching to apply. Experience is preferred.

Please send your resumé, references, statement of faith, and 
philosophy of education before November 30th to: Oxford 
Reformed Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (princi-
pal), 308 Church St., P.O. Box 68, Springford, ON N0J 1x0. 
E-mail: orcswvb@execulink.com.

REhOBOTh ChRISTIAN SChOOL
We invite applications for the position of Principal for a K–12 
school (400 students) beginning in September, 2012. Please 
submit applications by December 23, 2011. For more infor-
mation about Rehoboth visit our website at www.rehoboth.
on.ca. Please send a cover letter, resumé, statement of belief, 

and references to the attention of: Paul Vandenberg, Education Com-
mittee Chairman, c/o RCS Board Secretary, 198 Inksetter Road, Box 
70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0. Tel.: 905-627-5977, Fax: 905-628-4422, 
BoardSecretary@rehoboth.on.ca.

MINISTERIAL CALL
Rev. Don Overbeek declined the call from the hull, Iowa hRC to 
serve the congregation of Plymouth, Wisconsin.

NEWS | AND | ANNOUNCEMENTS
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“A  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  S t r e n g t h e n  C h u r c h e s  —  O n e  M e m b e r  a t  a  T i m e ”

Christian Life

the

Living

How Can I Be More Holy?  Grow in Christ?  Conquer Sin?

Dr. Joel Beeke
President

Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary

Friday 7:30 PM & Saturday 9:00-1:00 PM
Telephone: (604) 794-3501

info@fraservalleybibleconference.com
FraserValleyBibleConference.com

April 24 & 25, 2012 
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church
3386 Mt. Lehman Road
Abbotsford, B.C



Our dear uncle, Richard Westrate, was taken by the Lord to 
himself on September 22 at the age of 87. he died of cancer, and 
leaves behind a grieving widow, Gert, to whom he was married 
for 64 years, and a mourning family. In his early adult years he 
was drawn to the Lord, and later felt drawn to the Lord’s Supper 
through a sermon preached by Rev. W. C. Lamain on the text, 
“Come and dine.” That text remained dear to him all his life.

Seldom have we met a believer who, by grace, loved and 
served the Lord so faithfully and with so much zeal and hope 
as this brother. Uncle Rich prayed for each of his children and 
grandchildren by name every day, and they often heard him 
singing aloud in his private devotions. he was also an evangelist 
outside of his home, who loved to be about his Father’s business. 
he served for many years in the Grand Rapids Crescent Street 
church as an elder and as a deacon, as well as a member of the 
Plymouth Christian School Board. For decades he served the 
Baldwin Mission Post, ministering to poor blacks in that area 
every week, about 1.5 hours drive north of Grand Rapids.

But perhaps most of all he served the interdenominational 
Inheritance Publishers (IP) Committee with all the love of his 
heart for more than sixty years. Seldom would he go anywhere 
without having IP sermons of our forefathers in his pocket to 
hand out to anyone who crossed his path. he was bold to go out 
of his way to approach people as well. Once at a Classis meeting 
in Ontario, when we heard sirens stop in the neighborhood of 
our meeting, he left the meeting, and came back an hour later 
thrilled that he was able to give away every sermon he had in his 
pockets to people who came to the scene of the accident! he also 
wrote letters to all those who wrote the committee upon receiv-
ing one of the sermons. Over the decades this entailed several 
thousand letters. In my travels to various countries around the 
globe, I have frequently met people who were very grateful for his 
faithful, spiritual letters. In working with him for twenty-five 
years on this committee, I can testify that there was never one 
disagreement or harsh word spoken by him or to him by anyone 

on the committee. he was truly a loving peace-maker. Eternity 
will reveal the fruit of his labors on behalf of King Jesus.

Uncle Rich, as he was fondly called by many, was also a 
great encourager. When people came to the Lord’s Supper for 
the first time, he would find each of them after the service, 
shake their hands, and say, “Welcome to the spiritual battle!” 
or “Welcome to the holy war!”

Throughout his life and especially in his later years, Uncle 
Rich thought back often on his navy years, when he served on 
the USS honolulu, which was torpedoed and damaged more 
than once. he never forgot seeing a number of his comrades 
in the water, exchanging time for eternity. his eyes would well 
up with tears as he confessed, “And why was I spared when so 
many others died? It was only grace.”

Some years after his World War II experiences, he wrote a 
brief memoir, titled, “Gleanings from a Seaman’s Memories of 
World War II.” Below the title he wrote “SPARED,” followed 
by the text, “Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, 
and spare me according to the greatness of thy mercy” (Neh. 
13:22b). he dedicated his writing to his parents, Jacob and 
Tina Westrate, being grateful for their daily prayers—and 
also those of his brothers Jim and Tony—for his safety. To the 
dedication, he added James 5:16b, “The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.”

Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag preached the funeral message on 
2 Timothy 2:19, “the Lord knoweth them that are his”—a text 
dear to Uncle Rich. I spoke at the committal on Revelation 
21:4b, 5a: “The former things are passed away.... Behold, I 
make all things new.”

As a family and as a congregation, we confess that our loss 
is his gain—and his desire. Once, after he came out of surgery, 
he expressed his disappointment to many that he was still alive. 
But now he is truly and fully alive forever, and with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Blessed be God! “Precious in the sight of the 
LORD is the death of his saints” (Ps. 116:12). —JRB

In Memoriam
RIChARD WESTRATE
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OBITUARIES
BAAS, Lavina J., age 95, passed away Wednesday, September 21, 2011, in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. She was preceded in death by her husband, Peter, and by her 
infant daughter, Nancy Darlene. She is survived by her children, Gary and Esther 
Baas, Carol and Robert Klein, Linda and Larry VanBeek, Marijane and Tim 
Postma; Brother and Sisters-in-law—William Verwys, Jane Anible, Riet Verwys, 
Betty Baas; many nieces and nephews; 22 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren.  
(Dr. J. R. Beeke, Phil. 1:21; Rev. F. VanderZwaag, John 14:1–3).

LABOTz, Wilma, age 107, passed away Saturday, October 1, 2011, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. She was preceded in death by her husband, Richard LaBotz, 
and daughter Wilma “Billie” hoag. Surviving are her children, Drs. Gertrude M. 
& William Crum, Joan Gitchel, Richard LaBotz; Sister, Anne Kloostra; Broth-
ers, Martin Faasse, Adrian Faasse; 15 grandchildren, 52 great-grandchildren, 57 
great-great-grandchildren; several nieces and nephews. (Dr. J. R. Beeke, 2 Cor. 
5:1–2; Rev. 20:11).

WESTRATE, Richard John I, aged 87, passed through the valley of the shadow 
of death and exchanged time for eternity on Thursday, September 22, 2011, in 
Kentwood, Michigan. he was preceded in death by his parents, Jacob and Tena 
Westrate; brothers, Marinus, Neil, Robert and James; sister, Myna DeBlaay. 
he is survived by his loving wife of 64 years, Gertrude; Children—Janna and 
Dave Shamery, Laurie and John VanZweden, Dick and Lynn Westrate, Jim and 
Tammy Westrate, Tim and Joan Westrate; 20 grandchildren (5 great-grandchil-
dren)—Brenda and Timothy Pols, Bethany and Nick Prince, Rachel VanZwe-
den, Benjamin VanZweden, Rick and Kelli (Chloe, Elijah, Oliver) Westrate, 
Kate Westrate, Nate and Karina (Jaxon, Gianni) Westrate, Kim Westrate, Nick 
Westrate, Rebeckah, Tina, James, Tom, Elianna, Stephanie, Paula Westrate, 
Tim, Tyler, Kyle, Sara Westrate; Brother and sisters—Tony and Lena Westrate, 
Marge Kamps, John and Joan Kamp, Emeline Kamp, Jane and Dan DeMeester, 
helen Kamp, Dick and Ruth Kamp, Martina and George Feyter, henry and Lena 
Kamp, Ada and henry Bloem; many nephews, nieces, and cousins. “The Lord 
knoweth them that are his.” (Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag, 2 Tim. 2:19; Dr. J. R. 
Beeke, Rev. 21:4–5; Psalter 79).

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  
Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.



NATIONAL NEWS
GALLUP: MORE ThAN 9 IN 10 AMERICANS SAy ThEy 
BELIEvE IN GOD

A new Gallup poll finds 92 percent 
of Americans answer affirmatively 
to the question, “Do you believe 
in God?” Since Gallup first began 
asking Americans this question in 
the 1940s, the percentage of respon-
dents answering in the affirmative 
has only dropped by a few points. 

Pollster Frank Newport offered some background on those numbers:
Americans’ self-reported belief in God has been relatively con-
stant over the last 6 ½ decades. The percentage of Americans 
who say “yes” when asked if they believe in God is just a few 
percentage points lower today than it was in the 1940s, and 
within six points of the all-time high in the 1950s and 1960s.

however, past Gallup surveys have shown that not all Amer-
icans are absolutely certain in their beliefs about God. Given 
the ability to express doubts about their beliefs, the percentage 
who stick to a certain belief in God drops into the 70% to 80% 
range. Additionally, when Americans are given the option of 
saying they believe in a universal spirit or higher power instead 
of in “God,” about 12% choose the former. Still, the May 2011 
poll reveals that when given only the choice between believing 
and not believing in God, more than 9 in 10 Americans say 
they do believe.

Some other notable points from the poll:
> The age group least likely to claim belief in God is 18 to 

29-year-olds, 84 percent of who said they are believers, com-
pared to 94 percent of older Americans.

> Liberals, East Coast dwellers, and Americans with postgradu-
ate education are less likely than others to say they believe in 
God (though most still do). Southerners are the most likely, 
with residents of the West and Midwest falling in the middle.

> Ninety-eight percent of Republicans claim belief. The num-
ber dips among Democrats, but only to 90 percent. Among 
independents, the figure is 89 percent.

To give these numbers context, consider how other countries 
respond to similar questions. The most recent Eurostat study of reli-
gious beliefs among Europeans, conducted in 2005, found 52 percent 
of Europeans believed in God, while an additional 27 percent said they 
believed in “some sort of spirit or life force” and 18 percent claimed 
no belief whatsoever. In Britain, only 38 percent said they believed in 
God; in France, 34 percent. The only European countries with numbers 
comparable to the U.S. were Turkey and Malta.

Meanwhile, one in four Canadians say they don’t believe in God. 
Also, while the number of people claiming a belief in God remains 
steady, the number who claim a specific religious identity is on the 
decline. (Troy Reimink in the Grand Rapids Press)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
TURkEy TO ALLOW ChRISTIAN AND JEWISh COMMUNI-
TIES TO RECLAIM STATE-CONFISCATED PROPERTIES
The Turkish government made a historic turnaround in state policy, 
issuing an official decree inviting Turkey’s Christian and Jewish commu-
nities to reclaim their long-confiscated religious properties. This decree 

comes 75 years after the Turkish government seized hundreds of lands 
and buildings owned by its Greek, Armenian, Syriac, and Jewish com-
munities. Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced the 
surprise decision in Istanbul, addressing a large gathering of Istanbul’s 
non-Muslim religious leaders representing 161 minority foundations. 
Invited as the honored guest for an iftar (breaking the fast) meal near the 
end of the Muslim month of Ramadan, Erdogan declared, “The times 
when citizens in our country were oppressed for their beliefs, their ethnic 
heritage or the way they dressed is over.” Acknowledging past injustices 
inflicted on those of different faith groups, he vowed, “Those days are 
over. In our country, no citizen is superior to another.” The landmark 
decree is a significant step toward eliminating decades of unfair practices 
imposed by the Turkish state against its non-Muslim citizens. The 
minority properties expected to be returned in Istanbul include more 
than 50 large cemeteries; several properties of the Jewish community in 
Kandilli, on the Asian side of the Bosphorus; and a number of buildings 
owned by both the Surp Pirgic Armenian hospital Foundation and the 
Balikli Greek hospital Foundation. (CompassDirect)

PROTESTANTS IN MExICO FORCED FROM vILLAGE 
About 70 Protestant Christians lived in the Mexican village of San Rafael 
Tlanalapan, Puebla state, when they faced a frightening ultimatum—
leave immediately or be “crucified or lynched.” Traditionalist Catholics 
in the village, near the municipality of San Martín Texmelucan, about 
60 miles from Mexico City, reportedly threatened to burn down or 
otherwise destroy their homes. The Protestants left. The traditional-
ist Catholics, who practice a blend of indigenous and Catholic rituals, 
reportedly asserted that 20 years ago an assistant village president had 
vowed that no temple of any non-Catholic faith would ever be permitted 
in San Rafael Tlanalapan. The village assistant president, Antonio Garcia 
Ovalle, reportedly met with the Protestants. The evangelicals promised to 
leave, though the 200 traditionalist Catholics present sought to beat them 
and expel them right then. In a newscast two days later on TV Azteca 
of Puebla, area traditionalist Catholic Irma Diaz Perez rejoiced, saying, 
“They will never return, because we have drawn up a document wherein 
they have no permission to come back now or ever.” (CompassDirect)

ThANkSGIvING OBSERvANCES
Thanksgiving is more than just an American and Canadian tradition; a 
form of Thanksgiving is also observed in other countries, usually with a 
spiritual element. Erntedankfest (English: “harvest festival of thanks”) is 
the German equivalent of Thanksgiving. It is primarily a religious holiday 
held on the first Sunday in October. In the West African country of 
Liberia, Thanksgiving is celebrated on the first Thursday of November. 
In the Netherlands, many of the Pilgrims who migrated to the Plym-
outh Plantation had resided in the city of Leiden from 1609–1620, and 
had recorded their births, marriages, and deaths at the Pieterskerk, a 
Gothic church in Leiden. To commemorate this, a non-denominational 
Thanksgiving Day service is held each year on the morning of the Ameri-
can Thanksgiving Day in the Pieterskerk to commemorate the hospitality 
the Pilgrims received in Leiden on their way to the New World.

In the Australian external territory of Norfolk Island, Thanksgiv-
ing is celebrated on the last Wednesday of November, similar to the 
pre-World War II American observance on the last Thursday of the 
month. The holiday was brought to the island by visiting American 
whaling ships. Koreans celebrate a harvest festival called Chuseok in late 
September or early October, during which time Koreans travel home to 
visit and have meals with family. Traditionally, folk games are played 
and ancestors are honored with rituals or gravesite visits. (Wikipedia)
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Perhaps you remember images from the haitian earth-
quake in 2010 which showed a beautiful church building 
destroyed. Years of history, years of memories for thousands 
of churchgoers associated with that building were suddenly 
destroyed. Put in perspective, that is only a church building. 
In Matthew 16:13–20, Jesus talks about the Church with 
a capital “C.” he is not referring to a church building, but 
he is referring to his Church at large: all his elect who 
would be gathered from every tongue, tribe, and nation. he 
also speaks about the Church’s one foundation that would 
preserve her forever from the gates of hell. That foundation 
is Christ himself.

Peter confesses in verse 16, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” Jesus replies in verse 18, “And I say also 
unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Jesus is saying that he is the Rock upon which the Church 
will be built. he is the foundation which no earthquake can 
shake; hell itself cannot budge him. When we look at the 
Church around us, we see her assaulted on every hand by 
relativism and immorality. In some countries, she is openly 
persecuted by her enemies. A recent survey showed that 
churches in North America are in decline. But the gates of 
hell will not prevail against her.

Christ is the eternal foundation of both the New Testa-
ment Church and the Old Testament Church. Psalm 118:22 
testifies to this fact: “The stone which the builders refused is 
become the head stone of the corner.” Ephesians 2:20 speaks 
about Jesus as the cornerstone on which is built the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets. All of Scripture points to 
Christ as the foundation. he is unavoidable. We will either 
be built upon him or we will stumble over him.

The apostle Peter speaks to this vital question when he 
says that those who believe in Christ will not be confounded. 
Those who trust in this solid foundation find him precious 

(1 Peter 2:6b–7a). Without a solid foundation, a house is 
worth nothing. To the Christian, Christ is everything. he 
is solid in the time of storms, doubts, and attacks by Satan. 
In short, those who trust in Christ find him to be the only 
solid foundation on which to rest. have you found him to 
be the solid foundation for your life? If you have, you are 
being built upon him. You are part of the construction site 
we discussed last time. You are being perfected until he 
returns and you will be without spot and blemish. What a 
glorious thought—all because of what Christ the foundation 
has endured for you!

But Peter has solemn words for those who do not rest 
on Christ as the foundation for their lives. First Peter 
2:7b–8 reads, “But unto them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the 
head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.” There are 
some of you who read this with an unbelieving heart. You 
stumble at the Word; you refuse to place your faith in him. 
In fact, Christ is offensive to you. You stand on a weak and 
crumbling foundation, my friend. If you continue in your 
disobedience without repentance, then the stone you have 
rejected will grind you into powder (Luke 20:17–18). But 
Christ still stands as the solid foundation for sinners. The 
Church is not yet complete. Christ still beckons in mercy 
for you to leave the precarious situation your soul is in and 
find all you need in him.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is pastor of the heritage Netherlands Reformed  
Congregation of Burgessville, Ontario. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a  
pastor of the heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand  
Rapids, Michigan, and a Th.M. theological student at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either  
of them: makelderman@execulink.com; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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Thanksgiving Meditation

 Gratitude for Grace

The Church’s One Foundation

•

in this issue

Whole-hearted thanksgiving to Thee I will bring 
In praise of Thy marvelous deeds I will sing; 
In Thee I will joy and exultingly cry, 
Thy Name I will praise, O Jehovah, Most High.

My enemies turn and are scattered in fear, 
They stumble and perish because Thou art near; 
For Thou hast defended my right and my cause, 
Thou sittest in judgment, upholding Thy laws.

Rebuked are the nations, the wicked destroyed; 
Their memory perished, their dwelling place void; 
Enthroned and eternal, Jehovah shall reign, 
The peoples to judge and the right to maintain.

Thou, Lord, art a Refuge for all the oppressed, 
All trust Thee who know Thee, and trusting are blest; 
For never, O Lord, did Thy mercy forsake 
The soul that has sought of Thy grace to partake.

Give praise to Jehovah, the mighty deeds tell 
Of Him who has chosen in Zion to dwell, 
Of Him to whom justice and vengeance belong, 
Who visits the lowly and overthrows wrong.

Behold my affliction, Thy mercy accord, 
And back from death’s portals restore me, O Lord, 
That I in the gates of Thy Zion may raise 
My song of salvation and show forth Thy praise.

The sins of the nations their ruin have wrought, 
Their own evildoing destruction has brought; 
In this the Lord’s justice eternally stands, 
That sinners are snared in the work of their hands.

The wicked shall perish, the nations shall fall, 
Forgetting their God, who is God over all; 
But God will remember the prayer of the weak, 
Most surely fulfilling the hope of the meek.

Arise in Thy justice, O Lord, and Thy might, 
No longer let sinners prevail in Thy sight; 
Great Judge of the of the nations, in judgment appear 
To humble the proud and to teach them Thy fear.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to Jehovah, declare ye His fame, 
And give Him all honor, for just is His Name.

                 — AuTHOR uNkNOWN
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