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Let hearts and tongues unite 
And loud thanksgivings raise; 
’Tis duty, mingled with delight, 
The Savior’s Name to praise.

To Him we owe our breath, 
He took us from the womb, 
Which else had shut us up in death, 
And proved an early tomb.

When on the breast we hung 
Our help was in the Lord; 
’Twas He first taught our infant tongue 
To form the lisping word.

When in our blood we lay 
He would not let us die, 
Because His love had fixed a day 
To bring salvation nigh.

In childhood and in youth 
His eye was on us still; 
Though strangers to His love and truth, 
And prone to cross His will.

And since His Name we knew, 
How gracious has He been! 
What dangers has He led us through, 
What mercies have we seen!

Now through another year 
Supported by His care; 
We raise our Ebenezer here, 
“The Lord has helped thus far.”

Our lot in future years 
Unable to foresee 
He, kindly to prevent our fears, 
Says, “Leave it all to Me.”

Yea, Lord, we wish to cast 
Our cares upon Thy breast! 
Help us to praise Thee for the past, 
And trust Thee for the rest.

— JOHN NEWTON
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The book of Hebrews was written by a Jew (the Apostle Paul) for the Jews (Hebrew church) about a Jew (Jesus 
Christ). The concept of sacrifice was clearly understood by the Jews, and no less than eighteen times in this epistle we 
find references to not only the Old Testament sacrifice which had been superseded, but also to the New Testament 
sacrifice, Jesus Christ Himself. In one of these instances Paul exhorts, “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15).

We would do well to take this exhortation to heart during Thanksgiving season. Verse 14 teaches, “For here 
have we no continuing city.” For the church militant, this world is not our lasting home; we are only renters here. 
During our short earthly stay, we are to offer to God a sacrifice of praise.

What is a sacrifice of praise? Paul tells us it is giving thanks to God’s name. Our hearts and lips should be 
overf lowing with gratitude for and to the name of our great Lord—for who He is, what He has done, and what He 
continues to do for undeserving, naturally thankless souls. Unworthy though we remain of His great goodness, we 
are called to praise and thank our good God.

Let us thank Him, first, by (or as some translate it, through), Jesus Christ. In the Old Testament, a bloodless 
sacrifice was meaningless. So in this New Testament time, a heart that has not been purified by the blood of Christ 
is not well pleasing to God (v. 16). Only through the Mediator of the New Covenant may we dare approach our holy 
God. God the Father has clearly enunciated that He is well pleased with Christ (Matt. 17:5; Luke 3:22). Therefore, 
it is only in and through Christ that we can offer a well-pleasing expression of thanksgiving.

Second, we are to express praise and thanks continually. We naturally like to pick and choose those seasons of 
praise and thanks, which commonly follow times of sunny skies. But Paul reminds us to do so continually—regularly 
and habitually, through all of life’s circumstances. Spurgeon comments eloquently,

Offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, because in so doing you will answer the end of your being. Every 
creature is happiest when it is doing what it is made for. A bird that is made to fly abroad pines in a cage; an eagle 
would die in the water, even as a fish that is made to swim perishes on the river’s bank. Christians are made to 
glorify God; and we are never in our element till we are praising him. The happiest moments you have ever spent 
were those in which you lost sight of everything inferior, and bowed before Jehovah’s throne of light with reverent 
joy and blissful praise.

Third, our praise and thanks should f low naturally. It is to be “the fruit of our lips.” Just like fruit is the natural 
growth of a tree, so the praise of our lips should be the natural expression of our lips. What comes from our lips is 
the ref lection of our heart (Luke 6:45). 

Finally, it with such a heart attitude of praise that our great God is well pleased (v. 16). With many things that 
we do, we may wonder if God is pleased or not. But if we live continually praising and thanking God through 
Christ rest assured that God is not only pleased, but well pleased. 

The psalmist sings, “Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and praise 
is comely [fittingly beautiful]” (Ps. 147:1). It is a fittingly beautiful thing to praise God with a heart of thanksgiv-
ing! May such a Thanksgiving season be ours for the sake of Jesus Christ alone.

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of Plymouth, Wisconsin.

The  
Sacrifice  
of Praise “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of  

praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our  
lips giving thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15).Meditation • Rev. Mike FintelMan
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And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

              —REVELATION 18:4

Christians are called to live antithetically to this world. That call is found throughout Scripture, but in Revelation 
17–18, we have a particularly powerful description of the world and the Christian’s duty to separate from it. In order 
to do so successfully, we need to do three things: recognize the world for what it is, know our own identity, and 
know our action plan.

recognIze The world for whaT IT IS
These chapters portray a vivid picture of the world order, the spirit of the age that is destined for destruction in 
God’s powerful judgment. The world is pictured here as glittering with an alluring yet false beauty. Those with 
spiritual eyes are given to see through the false beauty a dead, rotting corpse. The world is described as a habita-
tion for birds of prey that feed on dead f lesh. Not a pretty picture, is it? Despite its false beauty and hollowness, the 
world is inf luential. For those who have come out of the world, you know the powerful inf luence and grasp that it 
has on you. There are three areas in particular for which we need to look out: insatiable hunger for material wealth, 
sensuality, and a Christless spirit. Have you come to recognize this world? Such a world is under judgment because 
the strong angel cries out, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen” (Rev. 18:2). Living in concert with that world is to 
live under the judgment of God, but to live antithetically to that world is to live under the life-giving salvation of 
God. Recognize the world for what it is: a world under judgment.

recognIze your own IdenTITy
If you would happen to lose your identity, you feel vulnerable, lost, and directionless. It is the same in living antitheti-
cally to the world: you cannot do so unless you have a clear identity established by Spirit-wrought faith in Christ. In 
Revelation 18:4, we read, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues.” Have you been born again and united to Christ by faith? If so, He calls you “my people.” He lays 
claim to you by His grace. He calls us to be holy as He is holy (1 Pet. 1:15). 

In everyday life, you might have several identity cards for different purposes. You have a driver’s license to identify 
your qualifications as a driver; you might have an identity badge to get into your workplace. You can move seamlessly 
from one area to the other using both cards. But in the spiritual world, you cannot use your identity card as it were 
to enter the world and then use another identity card to enter the kingdom of Christ. We are called to radical holi-
ness and to participate in the kingdom of Christ in opposition to the world and the kingdom of darkness. Whose 
side are you on? 

Know your acTIon plan
There is a clear action plan from these verses—come out! If you are still in the world in some way—sadly, we can all 
find where the world still has a grip on us—you are called to lay it down and follow Christ. Does the world have a 
hold on you in perverted sexuality? Come out; think on those things that are lovely and pure. Meditate on God’s 
holiness and requirements for our bodies, which are temples of the Holy Spirit. Do we have a desire for material 
wealth? Come out. Nothing we have here in this life is permanent and actually everything belongs to the Lord. 
Whatever does not serve Him will be met with judgment. Do you have a spirit within you that is still anti-God and 
anti-Christ? Come out through the only exit available: through the cross of Christ. Having come out, take up your 
cross and follow Him (Luke 9:23). Resist the world and its inf luence by filling the mind and heart with the Word 
and with Christ. Seek help and accountability in the church for living opposite to the world. 

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin 
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

How We Live  
Antithetically to This World
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What a lofty goal this is! What could be higher? Yet this is the chief end of everyone who has ever lived. God deserves 
all glory due to His name (Ps. 29:2). He says it Himself: “This people have I formed for myself, they shall shew forth 
my praise” (Isa. 43:21). The happiest beings are the angels and glorified saints in heaven, who glorify God eternally. 
Paul put it this way: “Ye are redeemed with a price, therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit” (1 Cor. 
6:20). Paul is giving shape to what it means to live for God’s glory.

1. we MuST Be redeeMed By chrIST.
By nature, we live for our own glory. We come short of the glory of God; in fact, we are enemies of it. We deserve 
everlasting shame because we have not glorified God rightly and without sin. And being changed is not enough, 
though that clearly is necessary. We must be redeemed. Our service to sin must come to an end, and Christ’s blood 
and righteousness must be applied to take away our guilt and to set us free from the penalty and power of sin. Christ’s 
active and passive obedience must avail for us and be charged to our account. He lived a perfect life that glorified 
God without fail; He paid the full ransom price on Calvary. Are you redeemed by His precious blood? Without this 
great Redeemer, you are lost and will never attain the purpose for which you were made.

2. we MuST glorIfy god In our BodIeS.
Many in the Corinthian church were returning to their former f leshly sins. The body is not for fornication (1 Cor. 
6:13), but for the Lord. “Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost?” (1 Cor. 6:19). There is a great 
dignity to our bodies; they are not a garbage dump or a place to give over to the world. They are temples of the Holy 
Ghost. Therefore glorify God in your body.

Let us use our eyes rightly, as Jesus did, who lifted His eyes away from the world to the Father in prayer, or on 
another occasion was filled with compassion as He looked on the multitude. Let our ears turn away from the voices 
of the world and of the devil and use them to heed God, to listen to good instruction, and to heed the advice of the 
godly, even if it is reproof. Let us use our lips not for gossip, but to pray, and to speak of the Lord Jesus to others and 
to our children (Deut. 6:7), and to speak comfort to the downcast—speech that cannot be condemned (Titus 2:8). Let 
us use our hands not to steal, but to work diligently (Eph. 4:28), and to give and to seek the good of others. Let us use 
our feet to go to the house of God, to walk in His ways, and to follow the Lord Jesus in His footsteps (1 Pet. 2:21).

3. we MuST glorIfy god In our SpIrIT.
The Lord is not only the Lord of the body, but also of the soul. Therefore, let us think high thoughts of God, read 
His Word, and submit to His will. Let us trust in Him, as was said of Abram: “he was strong in faith…giving glory 
to God” (Rom. 4:20). Let us give glory to God by confessing our sins, as Joshua says to Achan, a man who had stolen: 
“give…glory to God” (Josh. 7:19), and as David acknowledging his sin and justifying God (Ps. 51): “For the glory of 
thy name, pardon, Lord, my evildoing.” Let us give glory to God by a life of holiness, being made conformable to His 
Son, denying ourselves, and taking up our cross. Let us give glory to God by being thankful, as the leper who returned 
to Jesus to render thanks to Him (Luke 17:18). This is our reasonable service, isn’t it (Rom. 12:2)? Paul does not say to 
glorify Him simply because He is your Creator, although that is reason enough. Nor does he say to do so because He 
is your Sustainer day by day, which is reason enough, too. But He has bought you with His precious blood, so glorify 
Him in your body and in your soul. How sad when common activities like eating and drinking remain only common 
activities. That is how they lived in Noah’s days, swallowing it all down without honoring the Giver of these gifts. 
But Paul says that the children of God should be marked by doing everything to His glory (1 Cor. 10:31).

The secret? The favorable presence of God. That was the secret to Joseph’s life of glorifying God in trying times. 
He was far from his parents, far from the Promised Land, but the Lord was not far from him. God was with him 
(Gen. 39:2). He experienced the communion and nearness of the Lord. Can we do with less?

Let us look to the Savior from God who could say, “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4). He gives His Spirit in answer to your prayer: “Help me thy will to do.”

Rev. Lawrence J. Bilkes is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Dundas, Ontario.

How We Live for God’s Glory
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Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.
    —JOB 13:5

Man is not naturally inclined to face sickness and death well. The unbeliever lives for the here and now, and this 
life is everything to him. He dreams of a life free of illness and adversity, even free of death. His life consists of the 
pursuit of happiness, and he would want to live here forever if that were attainable. The ungodly therefore respond in 
anger and bitterness when illness and/or death interrupts their pursuit of a vain happiness that so often eludes them.

If only it were true that Christians were free of such sinful emotions and such a sinful response to illness and death. 
When serious illness and the possibility of death suddenly intrude our lives, such a struggle arises in our hearts. The 
f lesh can rear its ugly head when the prospect of chronic or terminal illness dramatically alters the course of our lives. 

Such an unbecoming reaction to divinely sent aff liction will, however, be a matter of grief to the believer, as it 
is the desire of his renewed inner man to surrender fully to the providential leadings of his heavenly Father. How 
intense the prayerful struggle to surrender wholeheartedly to a God who in His sovereign wisdom is slaying me in 
order to accomplish His purpose in my life! 

And yet such wholehearted surrender alone will enable us to face the reality of illness or the inescapable prospect 
of death. Such surrender enabled Job to say that he would still trust the God who was slaying him and had thrust 
him into the furnace of aff liction. The grace of God prevailed mightily in a man who, on another occasion, cursed 
the day he was born.

Clearly, only the sustaining grace of God can enable us to face sickness and death as a Christian—that is, as 
someone who trusts His heavenly Father and the unfailing promises of His Word. We must learn to avail ourselves 
of these promises when serious trials become our portion. Only by appropriating God’s precious covenantal promises 
will we be able to rise above our circumstances and trust our heavenly Father when nothing appears to make any 
sense. We must learn to judge God by His Word rather than our feelings and circumstances.

Such unwavering trust enabled Paul and Silas to sing God’s praises when they found themselves in abysmal cir-
cumstances (Acts 16:22–24). Such trust enabled countless believers throughout the ages to remain steadfast during 
seasons of great trial. Christ wanted to teach His disciples this great lesson when He came to them in a raging storm. 
He first calmed their hearts by speaking to them before silencing the storm. His objective was to teach them (and 
us!) that in the midst of grievous trials, they should first consider His Word rather than circumstances.

What are some of the promises we can prayerfully appropriate when facing sickness or death?

• “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?  
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee” (Isa. 49:15). Even when God leads us in ways that are far 
beyond our understanding, God cannot and will not forget His own. His eye will always be upon those 
who fear Him.

• “He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). The Greek states emphatically: I will, 
never, never, never leave thee, nor forsake thee—not even when death draws near!

• “We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called accord-
ing to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). Even through sickness and death, God is working things together for the 
spiritual good of those who love Him, conforming them to the image of His Son (v. 29).

This is only a small sample of the many promises our heavenly Father wants us to appropriate by faith. What a 
blessing when God’s grace enables us to say with the psalmist, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. In God 
I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust” (Ps. 56:3–4)! Such confidence in God enabled Job to say, “But 
he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). Only by faith (a 
gracious gift of God) can we face sickness and death and echo the words of Psalm 112:7: “[I] shall not be afraid of 
evil tidings: [my] heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD.”

Rev. Bartel Elshout is an emeritus minister in the Heritage Reformed Congregations.
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SDuring our lifetime, we see through a glass darkly. We are like our Savior asking God, “Why?” We are saying with 

the apostle, “How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11:33). What do we know 
without a shadow of a doubt? That God is wise and that He always knows what He is doing in us and with us, and 
He knows all the consequences for us and ours for the rest of our lives. We know that; that is not something we search 
in vain to possess. We cling to that with both our hands. But there are God’s judgments, what He does to us, why 
He has done it, and what good can possibly come from some of His divine judgments. Often that is unsearchable. 
What God did to Job was unsearchable. What God did to James the brother of John and to Stephen was unsearch-
able. William Cowper speaks of God’s “unfathomable mines of never failing skill.” They are a great deep.

There are Christians reading these words who are asking, “Why?” They have been walking through a dark val-
ley. They have fallen into a fearful pit. They are being overwhelmed with trials and tribulations and they are not 
coping very well with them, but they are coping much better than I would if I were experiencing the pain of their 
providences. I am thinking of child abduction, a car accident, cancer, a genetic illness, a birth deformity, the violence 
of wicked men, dementia, the death of our loved ones. Months of anguish, years of crippling weakness, long times 
of crushing loneliness and despondency. We have read of the difficulties that some eminent servants of God have 
passed through. We have listened to older Christians mentioning the trials they have known, the struggles and falls, 
and we have wondered whether the Christian life could possibly be all that arduous. What unsearchable judgments!

There is another side to this, of course. There are great days and years; there are highs; there are mountain tops; 
there is joy unspeakable and full of glory. There is the possibility of being content always and in all things. There 
is melody in our hearts. We can say, “Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever” (Ps. 
145:2). There is God’s promise that His grace is sufficient for us and that His strength is most perfectly experienced 
when we have no strength ourselves and simply fall into His outstretched arms.

I may not tell you from the day you become a Christian, “From now on everything’s coming up roses.” I may not hide 
from you sober realities. Many days the road is rough, and I know the paradox that it is rough by God’s own ordering. 
“For he commands and forth in haste the stormy tempest f lies” is how the psalmist saw it. We have known some stormy 
tempests in our congregations, in our families, and in our own personal lives. There are days when the church cries out 
(as the Old Testament church cried), “Can there be knowledge in God of things below?” Does God know what He is 
doing in bringing this judgment upon us? Is He aware of the pain of all this? Does He know the shame that is being 
brought on the name of Christ? Where is there light in this darkness? There are humble believers today who are close 
to God and they are perplexed. They are holy men and women whose hearts are broken; their hopes are shattered, their 
worst fears realized, they are bruised and battered. They don’t know why God has done it this way. It is a secret matter 
known only to God; it is past finding out, and we have to live our lives within the framework of that limitation. Often 
the Lord has to say to us what he said to Peter, “What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter” (John 
13:7). John Flavel famously said, “God’s providences, like the Hebrew letters, are to be read backwards.” Certainly from 
the perspective of glory we shall understand our griefs. All things will become clear when we pass into the region of 
light. We cling to what we do know. “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God.”

Heaven is our God’s home, and heaven is a world of wisdom and knowledge. It is not a place of eternal perplex-
ity. Now we see through a glass darkly, but there we shall know to our eternal satisfaction why God brought these 
judgments into our lives. The voice of trust says, “Later I will understand.”

Blind unbelief is sure to err and scan God’s work in vain. 
God is His own interpreter and He will make it plain. (William Cowper)

This world is not in the grip of chance and fate or under the control of the devil. The God who is rich in knowledge 
and wisdom has the whole wide world in His hands. When the tower of Siloam fell on eighteen people and killed them, 
some people were thinking that they were worse than the men in the tower who’d been spared. Some thought that they 
had been killed because they were particularly wicked. It was their karma. But Jesus said to them, “I tell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). We do not know why some are struck down and others spared, 
but we do know this: unless we show repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are all going to per-
ish. Why particular Christians experience particular suffering we do not know. It is a secret thing belonging to the Lord.
Dr. Geoff Thomas is pastor of Alfred Place Baptist Church, Aberystwyth, Wales.

Heaven,  
A Blessed World of Knowledge
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Paul Washer’s son, Ian, turned twelve recently. Brother Washer asked me, and several others, to write a letter to 
Ian providing advice to him. After this letter was written, I thought it might be helpful to others as well. 

Dear Ian,
Happy 12th birthday! It is exciting to be growing up, and as a friend of your father, I pray that God would greatly 

bless you.
Twelve is a great age. In fact, in all the years between Christ’s infancy and the beginning of His ministry at age 

thirty, the only time the Bible gives us a picture of Christ is when He was twelve. No doubt you know the story 
from Luke 2:41–52, how Jesus went with His parents to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. Let me give you 
some friendly counsel based upon that Scripture.

1. Thank God for parents that bring you to church. Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to Jerusalem every year 
for the Passover (v. 41). So He grew up hearing about how great God is and how He saved His people 
by works of power and by the blood of the lamb. So many kids grow up never hearing about the Lord or 
not experiencing biblical worship. Thank God for a father and mother who bring you to worship every 
Lord’s Day!

2. Trust in Christ as a sympathetic Savior. Jesus was twelve too (v. 42). One reason Christ was born a baby 
and grew up, instead of appearing on earth as a grown man, is so that He could experience life as a child. 
He understands you. He knows what it is like to be twelve. He has experienced the temptations and trials 
of a child’s life. This makes Christ such a merciful and wise Priest (Heb. 2:18). He died for sinners just 
like you and me. He knows exactly what you need to be saved from sin, and can give it to you. Trust Him!

3. Love God’s presence. Christ was not eager to get away as soon as worship was over, but “tarried behind” 
or stayed in the temple (v. 43). He really loved to be close to God. Like David, the one thing He desired 
was to dwell in God’s house and gaze on His beauty (Ps. 27:4). Do you love to worship God? Do you 
drink in His presence like a thirsty man drinks water? If God has given you a heart to love His presence, 
thank Him and come eagerly to worship. If not, cry out to Him to change your heart, so that you may 
be born again, and exercise faith and repentance every day by the grace of the Holy Spirit.

4. Don’t resent your parent’s concern for you. When Mary and Joseph did not find Jesus with the caravan 
of their relatives, they searched for Him (vv. 44–45). They did so because they loved Him. When your 
parents show concern for your physical or spiritual safety, don’t get irritated. Be glad they care enough to 
ask you questions and give you advice. They really do want things to go well for you.

5. Learn as much as you can about the Bible and its teachings. They found Jesus with the teachers in the temple, 
listening and asking questions of surprising depth and maturity (vv. 46–47). We should not think that 
Jesus was born quoting the Bible. As a real human boy, he had to listen, study, memorize, and think just 
like you do. He had to depend on the Holy Spirit to give Him insight. Just like Jesus did, work hard at 
getting wisdom from God. Study. Listen. Ask questions. Read good books. Meditate. My mother died 
this past year, Ian, at the age of 92. The last year or two of her life, she could not even remember my 
father, to whom she was married for 52 years. How sad that was! But you know what? She could sing 
psalms with us, sometimes the entire psalter, that she had memorized when she was your age. If you fill 
your mind with worldly things now and in your coming teen years, worldly things will press in on your 
mind all your life. If you fill your mind with good things, you will remember them all your life. These 

Advice for a
12-year-old
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years are the most important of your life. Don’t waste them; but like Jesus (and Caleb, see Numbers 
14:24), follow God fully. You will never be sorry.

6. Don’t be surprised if your parents don’t always understand. Mary and Joseph were rather upset with Jesus 
when they found Him, and gave Him a mild rebuke (v. 48). They loved Him, but they did not understand 
why He had stayed behind. As you grow up, you will realize that your parents are not perfect. They do 
not always understand you, and sometimes they may rebuke you when you did not sin. But don’t have a 
critical attitude towards them. Continue to honor them. We all make mistakes in various ways.

7. Know God as your Father in Christ. Jesus answered His parents, “Wist ye not [don’t you know] that I 
must be about my Father’s business?” (v. 49) The word “must” tells us that even at twelve years of age, 
Christ felt an inward compulsion to seek His Father and to do His will. If you trust in Christ alone for 
salvation, God is your Father. Make it your ambition to always please your Father, even when no one else 
is around to see what you are doing. Remember, His eye is always upon you—even when no one else’s 
is. Live in such a way that this fact is not your terror, but in the mercies of Jesus Christ, your comfort.

8. If you don’t understand something about God, keep meditating on His Word. Mary and Joseph did not 
understand what Jesus was talking about, but Mary kept thinking about what He said until the Spirit 
helped her to understand (vv. 50–51). Sometimes you too will find the Bible hard to understand. Things 
will happen in your life that don’t make sense. The way to respond is to keep God’s Word in your heart, 
constantly meditating on it with prayer until God reveals Himself to you more.

9. Submit to your parents’ authority. Jesus was the Lord, but He “was subject” or submissive to His earthly 
parents’ authority (v. 51). How much more should you honor and obey your father and your mother. As 
you grow older, you will, by God’s grace, grow smarter, stronger, and more independent. That’s good. 
But never let that cause you to show less respect for your parents. You are still under their authority and 
in their house.

10. Grow into maturity in every area of life. Luke 2:52 says, “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man.” That means He became stronger, wiser, and more mature in His mind 
and education, in His physical body, in His worship and devotion, and in His social life and friendships. 
You too need to keep growing in every area of life. Don’t be satisfied to be growing in one area while 
remaining weak in another area. Try to become a well-rounded young man, like Christ was. And like 
Christ, be a leader rather than be one who is led. Resist negative peer pressure and promote positive peer 
pressure. To that end, fear God more than man. Make God big and people small in your life. Live the 
childlike fear of God which counts the smiles and frowns of God to be of more value than the smiles 
and frowns of people.

With these ten thoughts, Ian, I want to wish you again a very happy birthday. May the Lord bless you out of His 
glorious riches with the inward power of the Holy Spirit, so that you will be filled with Christ Himself and God will 
be greatly glorified through your life. Pray much to hate sin, love Christ, pursue holiness, and live for eternity. And 
always remember, if Christ is your life, death will be your gain (Phil. 1:21), and eternity will be your joy (Rev. 21).

Sincerely, 
Joel Beeke

By Dr. Joel r. Beeke



same yesterday, today, and forever

advancing knowledge about Him

The names of God are more than simply labels: they are means by which God reveals something about His person, His 
perfections, and His work. They both identify and describe. And what is true about the names of God generally is true 
about the names of Christ specifically. The Old Testament contains many names or titles of Christ that draw attention to a 
particular aspect of His person or His work. The use of these special titles for Messiah was an effective way for advancing 
knowledge about Him in the Old Testament dispensation and an effective way for teaching us about Christ in this dispen-
sation, because He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. So if we can find the titles of Christ in the Old Testament, we 
have found Him and we will learn important lessons about Him.

The book of Zechariah is one the most intensely and explicitly messianic of all the prophets. We could indeed well 
refer to the book as the Gospel according to Zechariah. There is hardly an essential truth about Christ’s person or work 
not addressed in this little prophecy. Zechariah 10:4 is one of those key messianic texts that identifies Christ, and it does 
so with a series of descriptive terms. These are common nouns or expressions used for personal designation. The technical 
term for this is an appellative, a common noun used as a descriptive name, like referring to your minister as “Pastor.” Because 
they are common nouns, they may not always be immediately recognizable but they are always instructive.

“Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.” 
The person described in Zechariah 10:4 is God’s answer to the bad shepherds (rulers) who had troubled the f lock of His 
people (10:2–3). The Lord of hosts would visit His people and reverse their fortunes. The agent by whom the bad shepherds 
would be punished and the f lock blessed is the corner, the nail, the battle bow, and the absolute ruler. The statement “from 
him” (from the Lord) precedes each of these four titles, suggesting the divine anointing and commission of the Messiah 
to conduct His ministry.

Corner
That Christ is the Corner testifies to His being the sure and stable foundation. This same word 
occurs in Isaiah’s more extensive description: “Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 

tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste” (Isa. 28:16). Likewise, 
it is the word in Psalm 118:22: “The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.” The 
New Testament demands the Christological interpretation (see Matt. 21:42; Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:4–8). In contrast 
to the vain and worthless objects of trust mentioned in Zechariah 10:2 (idols, diviners, dreamers), from the Lord 
would come the Corner, the only trustworthy object for faith. That was true then and it is true now. The object of 
faith determines the value of faith, and the only object of saving faith is Christ.

Nail
That Christ is the Nail testifies to His ability to bear the load in supporting His people. This nail is a 
peg in the wall for hanging items. Unless the peg is solid, it will be useless for hanging anything. Ezekiel 
plays on this thought when he says that the “wood” of a vine would be a worthless pin for hanging vessels 
(Ezek. 15:3). Isaiah’s report of Eliakim’s promotion to administer the keys to David’s house illustrates this 
function of the nail: “And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place…and they shall hang upon him all the 
glory [weight] of his father’s house” (Isa. 22:23–24). Sadly, Eliakim’s nail loosened and the burden hanging 

on it fell off (Isa. 22:25). This failure of what seemed to be a sure support points to the fact that there is only one 
Nail that is strong enough and sure enough to hold any burden. That unfailing Nail is Christ. In contrast to the 
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bad shepherds who took advantage of and increased the burden of the people, the Lord would fix an immovable 
Nail that would hold up under any weight and load. It is good to know that not only did Christ bear the load of 
our guilt and sin, but that He is ever able to bear the load of our troubles and cares. We can hang it all on Him.

Battle Bow
That Christ is the Battle Bow testifies to His being the active champion and warrior for His people. This 
highlights that aspect of His mediatorial kingship in which He subdues and conquers all of His and our 
enemies. The Psalmist speaks of the same activity in that great royal and messianic Psalm 45: “Thine 
arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s enemies; whereby the people fall under thee” (Ps. 45:5). This 
kingly behavior is on the surface of the Zechariah text. It is this divinely sent Battle Bow that will execute 
God’s anger against the bad shepherds and punish the goats. Certainly, the final manifestation of this 
warrior King will come when He rides in on that white horse with a sharp sword in His mouth to smite 
the nations (Rev. 19:12–15). In the meantime, Christ is the able and unfailing defender of His people.

Absolute Ruler
That Christ is the Absolute Ruler testifies to His certain sovereignty. The translation of this last 
line is notoriously difficult. The word the Authorized Version translates as “oppressor” is the word 
I am focusing on when I say that Christ is the absolute Ruler. There is no question that the word 
designates a ruler, and many occurrences of the word in the Old Testament refer to hard taskmasters 
or slave drivers who would use any means to force their subjects into compliance. This explains the 

translation “oppressor.” However, I would suggest that the word itself simply defines one who has ultimate authority 
over another. The character of the ruler determines whether his rule is cruel and oppressive. The parallelism with 
the other three expressions demands that this title refer to the same person. Therefore, the Ruler with absolute 
authority over His subjects is Christ. His rule is not oppressive, but it is absolute nonetheless. This is a most fitting 
designation of Christ in the immediate context. The people knew well the oppression of the bad shepherds (rulers). 
What a relief it would be to know the kind despotism of the Messiah King. Submitting to the absolute authority 
of Christ is always a relief; moreover, it is the wise thing to do. He will rule either by grace or by the rod of iron. 
The advice of Psalm 2 is appropriate in view of this absolute rule of Christ. “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and 
ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him” (Ps. 
2:12). If He is the Absolute Ruler, it is best to be a citizen rather than an enemy of His kingdom. That was true 
then; it is true now. 

So, what’s in a name? When the name belongs to Jesus, what we need to know for life. It is the only name “whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12) and before which every knee will bow” (Phil. 4:10).

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.

Old Testament Bible Study
Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett
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What a blessing it is to have a day of rest! After creating 
all things by the Word of His power, God sanctified the 
seventh day so that His creation would rest in worshipping 
Him (Gen. 2:3). God affirmed the institution of the Sabbath 
at Sinai when He wrote with His own finger these words: 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8).

On the Sabbath, now the first day of the week, we are 
to set aside our daily labors and devote ourselves to the wor-
ship of God in public, in private, and in our families. This 
should not be a day chief ly of rules and regulations; that is 
how the Pharisees corrupted the Sabbath. Christ used the 
Sabbath to worship God in His appointed means and to do 
many works of mercy so that people would rest in Him, His 
mercy, and His finished work. Among other things, this is 
what He was teaching in His miracle involving the woman 
with the bent back.

The Infirm Woman
In the time leading up to our text, Christ had begun to go 
to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) and was travelling one last time 
through Perea on the other side of the Jordan. In our text 
passage, He was in a synagogue for the last recorded time 
during His earthly ministry.

Luke suddenly introduces us to one of the congregants 
that day in the Sabbath. “And behold, there was a woman, 
which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was 
bowed together” (v. 11). In the surrounding verses, we are 
told three things about her condition.

First of all, her frame was completely pulled together. 
Her back was bent, not slightly, but as the original says, bent 
together, or completely bent over. She had been this way 
for eighteen years. She couldn’t look up into the sky or into 
people’s faces. She was probably teased and mocked by chil-
dren around her as she made her difficult way through life.

The spiritual parallel becomes clear when we see, sec-
ondly, how this woman had been bound by Satan. In verse 
16, Christ tells us that Satan bound this woman eighteen 
years ago. She had a “spirit of infirmity” (v. 11). Luke, a 
medical doctor, specifically mentions this. In other words, 
she did not merely have what today is known as a severe case 
of kyphosis, a documented medical condition. This was both 
a medical and spiritual problem. The devil had bound her 
so that she shuff led around every day as if chained by him.

Thirdly, this woman was in a situation where she could 
do nothing to straighten herself. Verse 11 reiterates this: “and 
could in no wise lift up herself.” How amazing then that 

we meet this woman in the synagogue. She puts to shame 
anyone looking for an easy excuse to stay away from church. 
Despite her pain and the shame she could have felt, her feet 
shuff led down the cobbled streets of this town until she 
was present to hear the Word of God read and explained. 
This particular time, Christ was the preacher, anointed from 
heaven “to preach liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound” (Isa. 61:1–3).

The Restoring Physician
This woman with the bent back could probably not have 
seen the preacher that day, but He saw her. In fact, Luke 
tells us that this Physician did three things to this patient.

First, He looked at her. “Jesus saw her…” (v. 12). This 
emphasizes the one-sided work of God’s grace. Many oth-
ers came to Jesus asking for healing; this woman may also 
have prayed to the Lord many times for healing. But here, 
the Lord Jesus saw her in a way that no one can see. He saw 
her as the Lord saw His people buckled down in bondage in 
Egypt when He told Moses, “I have surely seen the aff lic-
tion of my people” (Ex. 3:7). His was not a casual look, but 
a compassionate look. 

Second, He called her to Him (v. 12). She likely couldn’t 
see Christ, but, shuff ling, she followed His voice until 
she came to Him. Christ’s call was powerful and effec-
tual in her life. “My sheep hear my voice” (John 10:27). 
With her in His presence, He issues the call of liberty from 
bondage: “Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity”  
(v. 12). Notice how there is no uncertainty in His words or 
demeanor. He doesn’t even command; he simply states the 
fact, but what a transformation lies contained in it!

Third, He touched her. “And he laid his hands on her”  
(v. 13). Under His touch, the spirit of infirmity left, the devil 
gave way, and this woman was no longer crushed, but stood 
upright. Now she could look up at the sun and into people’s 
faces! And she could see her great Physician’s face. This 
synagogue had never seen the likes of such a miracle. Christ’s 
words were effectual for a complete cure for the woman.

The Lord is pleased to do this same spiritual miracle in 
every sinner’s life whom He saves. When sinners are bur-
dened with sin and its guilt, and under the curse of the law, 
God does what He said to Israel in Leviticus 26:13: “I have 
broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go upright.” 
This spiritual freedom is possible only because Christ would 
soon be bound and delivered up to be crucified. Because He 
was bound, His people can go free (John 18:8–12).

THE WOmAN WITH THE BENT BACk

The Miracles of Christ (15 )

Read: Luke 13:10-17
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Have you experienced the freedom of your spiritual 
chains falling off? Has the burden of your sin and trans-
gression rolled away because of the look, word, and touch 
of Christ through the Spirit? If it has, you will do the same 
thing this woman did, namely, glorify God (v. 13). We can’t 
claim to be changed by Christ if our lives are not fundamen-
tally oriented to the praise and glory of a gracious God. The 
Lord Himself said, “This people have I formed for myself; 
they shall shew forth my praise” (Isa. 43:21).

The Instructing Lord
The narrative doesn’t end with the healing of the woman. 
As the woman was glorifying God, something sinister took 
place. “And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indig-
nation, because that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day, 
and said unto the people, There are six days in which men 
ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and 
not on the Sabbath day.” Clearly, the glory of God was not 
on the mind of this ruler of the synagogue. Thinking him-
self wiser than the Lord of the Sabbath (see Matt. 12:8), he 
accused the great Physician of breaking the Sabbath.

Why does this man react so vehemently to this healing? 
Because every time the devil is forced to relinquish some of 
his prey, he tries to strike back. But there is more going on 
here. What makes this man so indignant? He seemed to have 
had far less of a problem watching this woman suffer than 
seeing her healed. What kind of spirit would respond like 
this? His remark is proof that his own spirit was even more 
in bondage than this woman’s had been. This man was prob-
ably a Pharisee, and his legalistic mind was evidently more 
interested in heaping burdens on people than in seeing them 
freed by the mercy of Christ.

Christ explicitly points out the man’s basic problem: 
religious hypocrisy (v. 15). He had never come to see the 
weight of guilt he was under. What a call to repentance for 
this man! Christ was being merciful in confronting him. 
He could have wiped him off the face of the earth forever 
for coming against Him, the Lord of glory. We can only 
hope that this rebuke was blessed to the man’s heart. That’s 
what we all need so desperately—for our masks to be taken 
off and for our sin to be exposed. Only then do we really 
become sinners before God.

Christ, however, also explains how inconsistent this man 
was. He reminds the man that even the Pharisees would 
make sure their animals were given water on the Sabbath. 
They would pull one of their sheep out of a pit into which 
it had fallen on the Sabbath (Matt. 12). Thus, says Christ, 

“ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from 
this bond on the Sabbath day?” In other words: If the needs 
of animals are met, shouldn’t the needs of this woman have 
been met?

Before we condemn this leader of the synagogue, let’s 
examine our own hearts. Do we have real love and concern 
for those carrying impossible burdens? Are we concerned 
with those in our “synagogues” (churches) who are bearing 
heavy loads? Paul instructs us to bear one another’s burdens 
and so fulfill the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2). This ruler of the 
synagogue didn’t seem to care much for this woman, or he 
would have rejoiced with her and glorified God with her 
when he saw her burden lifted.

Thus our passage draws a deep contrast. Christ raises up 
those who like this woman are bowed down in anguish (see 
Ps. 146:7). On the other hand, those who proudly resist the 
Lord like this ruler of the synagogue are turned upside down 
(see Ps. 146:8). It’s only when we rest in His mercy that we 
begin to enjoy a true Sabbath.

Questions
1. Christ seemed intentionally to pick the Sabbath 

for many of His miracles (e.g., Matt. 12:10; Mark 
1:21–28; John 5:9; John 9:14). What can we learn 
from Jesus about how to use the Sabbath?

2. It is not unusual for people to come to a house of wor-
ship burdened—perhaps not physically, but emotion-
ally or spiritually. What are some of the burdens that 
people can carry with them into the house of God?

3. In what way does this woman’s physical condition pic-
ture the spiritual problem of a fallen sinner? Consult 
Psalm 38:1–6.

4. Compare and contrast the woman and the ruler of the 
synagogue. How could it have been so much easier for 
the ruler to endure the woman’s suffering for eighteen 
years than her healing?

5. Christ implies that this man had more concern for his 
animals than for this woman. What are some ways 
you could show concern for burdened people around 
you more than perhaps your possessions?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puri-
tan Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free 
Reformed churches of North America.
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The titles below are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.  

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

The Holy Spirit and Reformed Spirituality: 
A Tribute to Geoffrey Thomas
Edited by Joel R. Beeke and Derek W. H. Thomas
How does God bring His Word into our lives? 
The answer is: by the Holy Spirit. Calvin rec-
ognized long ago that the Holy Spirit is the 
bond of union between believers and Christ. 
Jonathan Edwards said that the Spirit is the 
sum of all Christ bought for His people with 
His precious blood. How precious then is 
the Spirit, and how important to know Him 
and His ways! In this book, a team of pastor-

theologians uncover the rich biblical teachings about the work of the 
Holy Spirit, answering many questions both theological and practical.

(248 pages, PB) $20.00 | $15.00

Seasons of the Heart: A Year of Devotions 
from One Generation of Women to Another
Compiled by Donna Kelderman
A queen, an educator, a missionary, a pas-
tor’s wife. Some of them single, some mar-
ried, some widowed, some mothers. All of 
them, like women today, knew the joys and 
heartaches of life. But the bond that drew this 
generation of women together—and connects 
them to women today—was their heart for 
God and devotion to Christ. In this year’s 
worth of devotions, you will find spiritual 

insights from godly women of the past who, like us, struggled with 
sin, loneliness, and disappointments yet rejoiced in God’s love, mercy, 
grace, and providential blessings. Join them in the various seasons of 
their hearts and find timeless encouragement and wisdom from one 
generation of women to another. Authors include Ruth Bryan, Anne 
Dutton, Isabella Graham, Elizabeth Julia Hasell, Frances Ridley 
Havergal, Sarah Hawkes, Susan Huntington, Harriet Newell, Kath-
erine Parr, Susannah Spurgeon, Anne Steele, and Mary Winslow.

(416 pages, HC) $20.00 | $15.00

Life in Jesus: A Memoir of Mary Winslow
Edited by Octavius Winslow
Godly people speak long after their deaths, 
inspiring us and revealing to us lives that are 
worthy of imitation. Octavius Winslow thus 
took up the daunting task of writing a memoir 
of his God-fearing mother, Mary Winslow 
(1774–1854). He viewed her as a grace-filled 
example of true spirituality, the antithesis of 
“religious formalism,” which he called “the 
bane of the Christian church.” One simple 
line captures his esteem for her: “How power-

ful and deathless is the influence of a holy mother!”
Mary Winslow’s letters are a treasure of experimental and practical 

divinity. Living, vital Christianity is here set before us in undeniable 
reality, flowing out of the resurrected Christ. We learn, in her words 
and by her example, how to “deal unceasingly with God as God deals 
unweariedly with us.” (576 pages, HC) $30.00 | $21.00

Better Than the Beginning:  
Creation in Biblical Perspective
Richard C. Barcellos
While treating issues commonly found in books 
on creation (evolution, length of days, ethics), this 
book seeks to go one step further—to show the 
inclusive nature of the doctrine of creation. Cre-
ation was a means to an end, and though man 
failed in the ends God set for him, God will yet 

accomplish His purposes.
(Reformed Baptist Academic, PB, 188 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00

Precious Memories Series:
   Little White Farm House in Iowa (Book 1)
   Little Yellow Farm House in Iowa (Book 2)
   Strangers in Minnesota (Book 3)
Carol Brands

The three volumes in the Precious Memories series tell the adven-
tures of Katherine Kroontje Vastenhout, a farm girl of Iowa. Book 1 
covers her first ten years when she lived in Rock Rapids, Iowa, dur-
ing the Great Depression. Book 2 is set during World War II, when 
the family moves to a small house nearby. In book 3, Katherine’s 
family moves to Minnesota to a more spacious home and ends with 
her marriage. These stories of God’s providence in Christian family 
life provide a spiritually uplifting, historically educational reading 
experience for children.

(Inheritance Publications, PB,
Book 1: 175 pgs, Book 2: 195 pgs, Book 3: 192 pgs) 

$11.95 each or $35.85 | $30.50 / 3 vol set

Christ in the Chaos:  
How the Gospel Changes Motherhood
Kim Crandall
Foreword by Elyse Fitzpatrick
For too long, mothers have been beaten down by 
the law of “do better” and “try harder.” The burden 
of getting it right crushes weary souls who desire 
to serve their families faithfully. Kimm Crandall 
emphasizes the freedom of the gospel for con-

flicted hearts and explains how Christ’s life, death, and resurrection 
changes every aspect of motherhood. This is a “must read” for every 
mom who longs for peace and freedom in the midst of her chaos.

(Cruciform Press, PB, 120 pgs) $10.00 | $8.00



Comforts from Romans:  
Celebrating the Gospel One Day at a Time
Elyse M. Fitzpatrick
Although we may go to bed at night believing the 
gospel, we wake up every morning needing to hear 
it again, but the distractions of our lives prevent us 
from feasting on the Bread of Life as we should. 
Elyse Fitzpatrick wrote this book of 31 devotional-
like chapters on the book of Romans with three 

goals: that it would make us really hungry for the Bread of Life; that 
the Holy Spirit would use it to nourish our souls on the gospel; and 
that it would draw us to the book of Romans and to the great love of 
God the Father and the boundless love and incomprehensible labor 
of Jesus Christ. (Crossway, PB, 160 pgs) $14.99 | $10.75

Thomas Cranmer
Colin Hamer
Thomas Cranmer, one of the Reformation’s most 
famous martyrs, can accurately be described as the 
architect of the Church of England. He was plucked 
from relative obscurity and thrust into the highest 
ecclesiastical office in the land, being appointed 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1533. Colin Hamer 
presents the story of Thomas Cranmer with an 

honest description of his weaknesses and failures as well as a proper 
emphasis on his good and endearing qualities.

(EP Books, PB, 126 pgs) $12.00 | $9.00

The Big Picture
Todd Jennings
Surely there is more to life than trivial pursuit. In 
this booklet, Todd Jennings provides us with the big 
picture for life and for living. Like a friend sitting 
down with you to have a real talk, he dialogues with 
us about who God made us to be, what we have 
become, what we need to be, and how to get there. 
Anyone who embraces these pages with mind and 

heart, will begin, by God’s grace, to truly live.
(CVBBS, PB, 16 pgs) $2.50 | $1.70

Born-Again Dirt:  
Farming to the Glory of God
Noah Sanders
Foreword by Joel Salatin
Our society is experiencing a growing interest in 
organic gardening, sustainable farming, and reliable 
food production. However, much of the literature 
available on these topics tends to ignore God as cre-
ator, paying homage instead to evolution or Mother 

Earth. In Born-Again Dirt, Noah Sanders does the Christian commu-
nity the valuable service of discussing agriculture from an explicitly 
Christian perspective. The book highlights biblical principles that 
will help with such things as designing and planning a farm, growing 
crops, and even marketing products. With a humble spirit, Sanders 
seeks to inspire a new generation of small farmers to develop a God-
glorifying approach to agriculture.

(Rora Valley Publishing, PB, 206 pgs) $15.00 | $11.50

Women, Slaves, and the Gender Debate
Benjamin Reaoch
The debate over the role of women in the church 
is not diminishing. This complementarian response 
examines the exegetical and hermeneutical ques-
tions at stake, particularly with a focus on the rela-
tionship of the slavery debate to the debate over 
women, and in light of the “redemptive-movement” 
hermeneutic, a subtle approach gaining support—

with dangerous consequences. (P&R, PB, 193 pgs) $25.00 | $18.75

What Every Christian Needs to Know  
about the Qur’an
James R. White
Nearly one in four people in this world adheres to 
Islam. Seeking to impart a basic understanding of 
Islam and prepare Christians for honest discussions 
with Muslims, the author uses the Qur’an as the 
primary source text to explain Islamic beliefs about 
Christ, salvation, the Trinity, the afterlife, and other 

important topics. (Solid Ground, PB, 240 pgs) $17.00 | $12.75
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The Arminian view is by far the most popular view of the atonement in the Christian church today. However, serious 
objections must be lodged against Arminian universal redemption, among which are these:

• It slanders God’s attributes, such as His love. Arminianism presents a love that actually doesn’t save. It is a love that loves and 
then, if refused, turns to hatred and anger. It is not unchangeable love that endures from everlasting to everlasting.

It slanders God’s wisdom. Would God make a plan to save everyone and then not carry it out? Would He be so fool-
ish as to have His Son pay for the salvation of all if He knew that Christ would not be able to obtain what He paid for? 
I would feel foolish if I went into a store and paid for something but walked out without it. Yet Arminianism asks us to 
believe that this is true of salvation—that a purchase was made, a redemption, and yet the Lord walked away without 
those whom He had redeemed. That view slanders the wisdom of God.

It slanders God’s power. Arminian universalism obliges us to believe that God was able to accomplish the meriting 
aspect of salvation, but that the applying aspect is dependent on man and his free will. It asks us to believe that God has 
worked out everyone’s salvation up to a point, but no further for anyone.

It slanders God’s justice. Did Christ satisfy God’s justice for everyone? Did Christ take the punishment due to every-
body? If He did, how can God punish anyone? Is it justice to punish one person for the sins of another and later to punish 
the initial offender again? Double punishment is injustice.

• It disables the deity of Christ. A defeated Savior is not God. This error teaches that Christ tried to save everyone but didn’t 
succeed. It denies the power and efficacy of Christ’s blood, since not all for whom He died are saved. Hence, Christ’s 
blood was wasted on Judas and Esau. Much of His labor, tears, and blood was poured out in vain.

• It undermines the unity of the Trinity. Just as parents must work together to run a family effectively, so the triune God 
co-labors in each of His persons with identical purposes and goals. One person cannot possibly have in mind to save 
some that another person has not determined to save, but Arminian universalism implicitly teaches just that. It denies 
the Father’s sovereign election, since Christ would have died for more than God decreed to save, thereby making Christ 
seem to have a different agenda than that of the Father. That would have been anathema to Jesus, who asserted that His 
entire redemptive ministry was consciously designed to carry out a divinely arranged plan (John 6:38–39).

Similarly, Arminian redemption disavows the saving ministry of the Holy Spirit when it claims that Christ’s blood 
has a wider application than does the Spirit’s saving work. Any presentation of salvation that makes the Father or the 
Spirit’s work in salvation lag behind Christ’s work contradicts the inherent unity of the Trinity. God cannot be at odds 
with Himself. Arminianism is inconsistent universalism.

• It rejects all of the other points of Calvinism. The Arminian view of the atonement rejects the doctrine of total depravity, 
teaching that man has the ability within himself to receive and accept Christ. It rejects unconditional election, teaching 
that God elects on the basis of foreseen faith. It rejects irresistible grace, teaching that man’s will is stronger than God’s. 
It rejects the perseverance of the saints, teaching that man can apostatize from the faith.

• It detracts from the glory of God. If God does everything in salvation, He gets all the glory. But if God can do only so 
much and not everything, then the person who completes the application of salvation gets at least some glory. That is 
why there is so much emphasis in mass evangelism on the free will of man. Universal atonement exalts the will of man 
and debases the glory of God.

• It perverts evangelism. We repeatedly hear today in evangelistic messages: “Christ died for you. What will you do for Him?” 
But do we ever find in the Bible that someone is told personally “Christ died for you”? Rather, we find the work of Christ 
explained, followed by a call to everyone: “Repent and believe the gospel.” The message is not “Believe that Christ died 
for you” or “Believe that you are one of the elect.” It is “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

• It disparages the intrinsic efficacy of the atonement itself. Arminians teach that Christ’s work induces the Father to accept 
graciously what Jesus accomplished in place of a full satisfaction of His justice. It is as if Jesus persuaded His Father to 
accept something less than justice demanded. That is why Arminius claimed that when God saved sinners, He moved 
from His throne of justice to His throne of grace. But God does not have two thrones; His throne of justice is His throne 
of grace (Ps. 85:10). Arminianism forgets that the atonement does not win God’s love but is the provision of His love.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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The American Thanksgiving Day in November gives us an opportunity to thank and praise God for all His 
blessings to us. (Canada and other countries celebrate Thanksgiving Day in October.) All throughout the Bible, 
we are commanded to thank God. David praised God and sang, “O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good”  
(1 Chronicles 16:34a). Why must we praise Him? Because He is good. He is goodness itself. There is no 
evil at all in God; He is only good. “Thou art good, and doest good” (Psalm 119:68a). Everything He 
is and does is good. God never makes a mistake; He cannot do any evil or think wicked thoughts. He is 
pure and holy and good. Moses saw this and wrote, “The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty” (Exodus 34:6–7a).

What about God’s anger and judgment, and His punishment of sinners? Is that good, too? We need to 
begin by learning that God’s definition of goodness is not the same as ours. We tend to think something 
is good if it makes us happy or works in our favor. We might even say, “Good thing I didn’t get caught 
taking those cookies without asking permission!” But how can stealing be good? Punishment for sin is 
required by God because He is just and fair. It is good. In that sense, we can say it would be good (just 
and fair) if God would have sent Adam and Eve to hell after they had sinned in the Garden of Eden. 
But God is also loving and merciful, and so He promised a Savior. He sent His only Son into the world 
to pay the just payment for our sin. In this way, God’s demand for justice was satisfied, and His love to 
His people was demonstrated in the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. “Good and upright is the Lord: therefore 
will he teach sinners in the way” (Psalm 25:8).

How amazing is God’s goodness! This goodness is worthy of praise! This should send us running to 
Him, repenting of our sin. Paul said that we should never ignore or scorn the goodness of God because 
it is meant to lead us to repentance: “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance 
and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” (Romans 2:4). 
Repentance brings us to the Savior, who can and will forgive those who ask Him for it. “For thou, Lord, 
art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee” (Psalm 86:5).

What a comfort this is for children of God! It is certainly a reason for praise and thanksgiving. God 
is good—always. Everything He does is good. Not only is He good, but He is also merciful and gra-
cious. Dear children, I hope you are not ignoring this God. I hope you have asked Him for the gift of 
repentance, and that you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation (Acts 5:31; 11:18). It is the only 
way you can be good and acceptable in His sight. He wants to show you His goodness in His Son and fill 
you with good things. “My people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the Lord” (Jeremiah 31:14b).

This Thanksgiving Day, “praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the chil-
dren of men” (Psalm 107:8). Remember that God has given you many good things, but also that He is 
good. We are sinful and depraved; God is good and does good. Ask the Holy Spirit to teach and give 
you these truths, so that you too will be filled with goodness. “For he satisfieth the longing soul, and 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness” (Psalm 107:9).

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

God  is  Good
For Our Chi ldren          Diana Kleyn
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 1. “The goodness of     endureth continually” (Psalm 52:1).
 2. “For there is none     name…whereby we must be saved”  

(Acts 4:12).
 3. “By the     of regeneration” (Titus 3:5).
 4. “    believeth in him should not perish” ( John 3:16).
 5. “Not     that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”  

(Romans 2:4).
 6. “Slow to    ” (Nehemiah 9:17).
 7. “For I knew that thou     a gracious God” (Jonah 4:2).
 8. “The good shepherd giveth his life for the    ” ( John 10:11).
 9. “    he is good” (Ezra 3:11).
10. “    in mercy unto all them that call upon thee” (Psalm 86:5).
11. “Good and     is the Lord” (Psalm 25:8).
12. “O     and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8).
13. “That your sins may be     out” (Acts 3:19).
14. “Be not    , but believing” ( John 20:27).
15. “His ears are open unto their    ” (1 Peter 3:12).
16. “That the world through him     be saved” ( John 3:17).
17. “O give thanks unto the Lord;     he is good”  

(1 Chronicles 16:34).
18. “Fear not, little    ” (Luke 12:32).
19. “Fearful in praises, doing    ?” (Exodus 15:11).
20. “Let thine ear now be    ” (Nehemiah 1:6)
21. “What hast thou that thou didst not    ?” (1 Corinthians 4:7).
22. “Praise the Lord of    : for the Lord is good” (Jeremiah 33:11).
23. “Exceeding abundantly above all that we     or think”  

(Ephesians 3:20).
24. “                                                          
                                         ” (Psalm 31:19).

Us i n g a KJV Bi b l e,  loo k u p the Scri ptu re 
pa ssa g es to fi l l  i n  the puzzl e. 

Puzzle

THANkS AGAIN TO ALL WHO SENT IN THEIR PuzzLE ANSWERS!
Audrey Bilkes
Ezra Bilkes
Justus Bilkes
Lauren Bilkes
Malachi Bilkes
Seth Bilkes
Zach Bilkes
Phillip Boerkoel

Silvia Boerkoel
Andrew Boesterd
Justin Boesterd
Matthew Boesterd
Becky Boot
Shelly Boot
David Byl
Julia Byl

Mark Byl
Sophie Dedert
Caleb Fithian
Jordan Kamp
Jaydon Koekoek
Josiah Kosachuk
Jonathan Scherer
Kaitlyn Stubbe

Rachel Stubbe
Sara Stubbe
Hanna Sweetman (2)
Kara Sweetman (2)
Meghan VanDalen
Melanie VanDalen

Banner Puzzles and Questions
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
e-mail: cdkleyn2@gmail.com

PLEASE SENd yOuR PuzzLE ANSWERS TO:

1. Blessed
2. death
3. hate
4. enter
5. run
6. narrow
7. walk

 8. known
 9. none
10. every
11. young
12. good
13. doings
14. sheep

15. ponder
16. right
17. them
18. many
19. you
20. unto
21. out

22. thereof
23. fool
24. lamp
25. paths
26. see

ANSWERS TO LAST mONTH’S PuzzLE:

1 24

2

3

4

5
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7

8
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STORIES fOR CHILdRENThe Love of God “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

Amy was a fashionable young woman living in Paris. On this dreary winter’s day, she was not feeling well and had gone to 
bed. That afternoon, her sisters came into her room, trying to cheer up their sister. Laughing, one of them asked, “Have 
you heard the latest joke?”

“No, what is it?” Amy asked eagerly.
“There is a crazy fellow from England in town. He’s preaching what he calls “the gospel.” He preaches in English and one 

of the French pasteurs interprets for him. It is the most ridiculous thing I’ve ever heard! We are going to hear him, just for fun!”
The sisters left, and Amy was left alone. There came into her heart—she did not know exactly why—an indescribable 

longing to go along. She rang the bell on her bedside table, summoning her maid, and announced, “I want to get dressed.”
The servant girl looked surprised and said, “You are not fit to get up, ma’am!”
“Never mind,” stated Amy. “I am going to get up. Send for a carriage!”
Though the maid protested, she helped Amy get dressed. Amy got into the carriage and drove to the hall where the 

English minister was scheduled to preach. The meeting was just about to begin as Amy was ushered to the last vacant 
seat—right in the first row. The opening hymn was sung and someone opened in prayer. A solemn silence filled the hall as 
the visiting preacher made his way to the platform. Suddenly, he stopped in front of Amy as if he had been sent especially 
to her. He paused for a moment, and as she looked up at him, her eyes met his. Gazing intently at her, the preacher sud-
denly exclaimed gently, “Poor sinner! God loves sinners!”

Amy said later, “I do not know what else he said. I have no doubt he preached the gospel fully, but I heard nothing more. 
I sat there sobbing as if my heart was broken. I did not even know why I was crying; I could not help it. As I sat there, it 
seemed as though my whole life passed before me—a loveless, worldly, godless life. I had turned my back on God and lived 
for pleasure only. The preacher’s voice kept ringing in my ears over and over again. I could hear nothing else: ‘Poor sinner! 
God loves sinners.’ How I got out of the room I do not remember. I found myself kneeling at my own bedside. Tears were 
still streaming from my eyes. Still I heard that voice within my soul: ‘Poor sinner! God loves sinners.’ I became aware of 
my own utter unworthiness of God’s love. At last I dared to pray and cried out, ‘Oh God, if Thou lovest me, I have never 
loved Thee before. Cleanse me from all my sin. Help me to take Thee at Thy word. I cast myself on Thy love!’ ”

After that day, the world lost its charm for Amy. The activities and people that had formerly given her happiness no 
longer interested her. She had become a new person, born again through the love of God which saves and transforms sin-
ners into children of light.
Adapted by Diana Kleyn from Anecdotes Illustrative of New Testament Texts. Clerical Library, Vol. 8. Hartford, Connecticut: S. S. Scranton Co., 1900, pp. 352–53.

Many people know of the great George Whitefield, the preacher whom God used to transform thousands of souls during 
the Great Awakening. But how many know of his brother? The other Mr. Whitefield spent some time backslidden into sin 
and careless of his spiritual condition. God awakened him to his danger, and he sank into depression and despair.

He was drinking tea one afternoon with Selina Hastings, the Countess of Huntingdon—a godly woman and great 
supporter of the revival. She was trying to raise his hopes by talking to him about the infinite mercy of God through Jesus 
Christ. For a while it was all in vain.

“My lady,” he replied, “I know what you say is true. The mercy of God is infinite. I see it clearly. But, oh, my lady, there 
is no mercy for me. I am a miserable person, entirely lost.”

“I am glad to hear it, Mr. Whitefield,” said Lady Huntingdon, “I am glad in my heart that you are a lost man.”
He looked at her with great surprise, saying, “What! My lady, glad! Glad in your heart that I am a lost man?”
“Yes, Mr. Whitefield, truly glad, for Jesus Christ came into the world to save the lost!”
He laid down his cup of tea on the table, and said, “Blessed be God for that.” He exclaimed, “Glory to God for that 

word. Oh, what unusual power is this that I feel coming with it! Jesus Christ came to save the lost! Then I have a ray of 
hope.” And he went on to say more of his newly found hope.

As he finished his last cup of tea, his hand trembled, and he said he was not feeling well. He went out of the house for 
a breath of fresh air, staggered, was brought in, and shortly afterwards he died.
Adapted by Joel Beeke from George Redford, The Great Change: A Treatise on Conversion (Philadelphia, 1843), p. 179.

Joy  for  the  Lost
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NEWS & ANNOuNCEmENTS
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

BEST WISHES fOR THANkSGIVING
We wish you and your families a blessed Thanksgiving Day and Advent sea-
son. May Immanuel be altogether precious to you in this season (S.S. 5:16).

PASTORAL CALL
Rev. Jan Neels declined the pastoral call to the HRC of Hull, Iowa.

BRAdENTON, fLORIdA WORSHIP SERVICES
The worship services in Bradenton are scheduled to begin on December 
15, 2013 and will conclude on April 20, 2014. The services will be at the 
American Red Cross Building located at 2905 59th St. West, Bradenton, FL 
34209 at 10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. We are pleased to be able to announce at 
this time that preachers have been scheduled for almost all of the Sundays. 
Hopefully, those remaining Sundays will be filled by the time they arrive. 
Any cancellations or unfilled Sundays will be supplemented by the reading 
of sermons as in the past. Please consider spending your holiday or vacation 
time in the Bradenton area so you too can enjoy fellowship with like-minded 
believers. The scheduling of ministers will be announced in the Heritage 
News Letter whenever possible. All, the Lord willing.

Pastor Kelderman (makelderman@gmail.com) is now in charge of 
the scheduling of ministers. For additional information please contact 
Mr. William Noorduyn at (616) 457-8973 or (941) 747-0313 or email: 
WRNoorduyn1@aol.com; or Mr. Marinus Staal at (616) 363-8787 or 
(941) 751-9970 or email: mcs2032@aol.com.

To Destroy the Works of the Devil (1 John 3:8; Hebrews 2:14)
To Be a Faithful and Merciful High Priest (Hebrews 2:17–18)
To Do the Will of The Father (John 6:38; Hebrews 10:7)
To Make Us Partakers of the Divine Nature (2 Peter 1:4)
To Give His Life as a Ransom (Titus 2:14; Mark 10:45)
To Be the Last and Greater Adam (Romans 5:14–15)
To Bring Light to a Dark World (John 12:46, 15:22)
To Restore Human Nature to Holiness (Luke 1:35)
To Become Like His People (Hebrews 2:14a, 17a)
To Demonstrate True Humility (Philippians 2:6-8)
To Save Sinners (1 Timothy 1:15; Hebrews. 9:26)
To Give Us the Spirit of Adoption (Galatians 4:6)
To Fulfill the Law and Prophets (Matthew 5:17)
To Satisfy Our Deepest Thirst (John 4:13-14)
To Seek and Save the Lost (Luke 19:5, 9-10)
To Be Loved by God’s Children (John 8:42)
To Call Sinners to Repentance (Mark 2:17)
To Bear Witness to the Truth (John 18:37)
To Heal the Brokenhearted (Isaiah 61:1-3)
To Receive Worship (Matthew 2:1,2,11)
To Preach the Gospel (Luke 4:18, 43)
To Bring Peace (Ephesians 2:14-18)
To Bring a Sword (Matthew 10:34)
To Reveal God’s Glory (John 1:14)
To Bring Judgment (John 9:39-41)
To Reveal God’s Love (John 3:16)
To Give Eternal Life (John 6:51)
To Reign as King (Isaiah 9:6–7)
To Bring Great Joy (Luke 2:10)
To Die (John 12:24-25, 27)
To Serve (Mark 10:45)
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The

God Became Flesh
INCARNATIONINCARNATIONINCARNATION

To order: 616.977.0889 or heritagebooks.org

Joel R. Beeke & William Boekestein

WHY
CHRIST

MEDITATIONS ON THE INCARNATION

CAME31

“This devotional guide is so rich. It will be part
of our family’s Advent devotions and, I hope, a
source of blessing for many others.”
– Michael Horton Westminster Seminary California, White Horse Inn
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IN mEmORIAm
In recent months we have lost two dear friends. 
Ron VanUnen, who died at the age of 80, served for 
many years as a faithful deacon in the Grand Rap-
ids f lock. Pastor L. R. Shelton’s radio ministry was 
used for his soul’s well-being when he was dating 
Elaine, who survives him. He was a man of much 
love. He loved Christ profoundly and loved hearing 
Him preached; he also loved his family palpably (he 
is survived by 8 children, 28 grandchildren, and 11 
great-grandchildren), and deeply loved the service of 
the Lord. For many years, he and his wife took care 
of taping and distributing all the lectures given at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. At one of 
our graduations, we gave him “an honorary doctor-
ate” of sorts, since he is the only person who has sat 
through every class offered in the seminary!

James Richard Denham, a well-known pastor, 
evangelist, and publisher who did so much for Christ’s 
cause in Brazil, died at the age of 86. Over several 
decades, the Holy Spirit used this dear Christ-exalting 
brother to move many Brazilian pastors and laypeople 
to embrace the doc-
trines of sovereign 
grace. He was the 
founder of FIEL 
ministries, which 
today is inf luen-
tial in bringing the 
Reformed faith to 
thousands of pas-
tors and tens of 
thousands of Portuguese-speaking people through-
out and beyond Brazil. The annual pastor’s confer-
ence sponsored by FIEL now draws about 1300 in 
attendance, and one book a month is provided for 
these and many more pastors through an “Adopt a 
Pastor” project. Editora FIEL has now translated and 
published nearly 200 titles in Portuguese, including 
several of ours from RHB. Eternity will reveal the 
extent that God has used this dear brother, together 
with his dear wife, Pearl, who served tirelessly at his 
side for all those decades and now survives him.

May God graciously strengthen these mourning 
widows and their families in His tender mercy, and 
fill the earth with many useful and fruitful men 
and women who serve him with such undivided 
servant hearts.

James Richard Denham
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2014 yOuTH CAmP
For our annual Youth Camp, we have again reserved 
Camp Michawana, located in Hastings, Michigan, 
for Tuesday, July 8–Friday, July 11. Please reserve 
these dates for a special time of fellowship, growth, 
and instruction in God’s Word. Registrations will 
be available in April.

NOTICE Of RECOGNITION  
ANd APPRECIATION

Some of you may have noticed that Rev. Kelder-
man has assumed responsibility for the pulpit sup-
ply for Sunday services in Bradenton, Florida. We 
wish at this time to acknowledge Mr. William P. 
Noorduyn Sr., who initiated these services, and 
Mr. Henry Mast who worked faithfully with Mr. 
Noorduyn for 25 years. Together, they provided 
a place of worship for Florida visitors and friends 
and brought the gospel, either by personally read-
ing sermons, with occasional help of others, or 
by scheduling ministers to preach. Eternity will 
reveal the fruits of their labors. As age encroaches 
each of our lives, we too will be required to pass on 
our responsibilities, as these men have done, to the 
next generation. May God’s grace be upon them as 
they live out their senior years with their families.

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage  
and anniversary notices will be printed free of  

charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  
Other announcements and/or requests will be  

approved by the editorial committee  
on an individual basis as received.

Renew now So aS not to MiSS 2014 iSSueS
q Please renew my subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth for 2014.
     Payment is enclosed.
q Enclosed please find payment for                 gift subscriptions. Names and addresses
     of the gift subscriptions are enclosed.
q Enclosed please find a donation for a gift subscription for          prisoners.
q Please charge my VISA/MC: #                                                                                  
     Exp. Date                     Signature                                                                               

Subscription price: $25.00 in the United States; $30.00 in Canada, payable in U.S. 
funds. To foreign countries $35.00 (surface mail) or $65.00 (air mail), payable 
in U.S. funds. ($36.00 for The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth on cassette tape.) 
As rates for North America do not cover expenses incurred, donations are most 
welcome. (Back issues are $2.00 each.)

Name                                     
Street                                      
City                                        
State/Province/Country           Zip/Postal Code         

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GR ACE TRUTH
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.S.A.

Renewal and Gift SubScRiptionS
Most subscriptions to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth expire with the Decem-
ber 2013 issue. Please forward your renewal in the envelope provided prior to 
January 15 to avoid missing future issues (unless your church provides payment).

Subscription rates for 2014 have remained unchanged. As the rates fall below 
costs incurred, donations remain indispensable. As in former years, we are trusting 
that many of you will be able to assist with smaller or larger gifts to enable us to 
continue keeping our subscription rates low.

Our appreciation is also extended to those of you who have donated generously 
for free subscriptions to seminaries, pastors, and prisoners. Please consider doing 
so again this year. If we had more donations for this purpose, we would be able to 
reach many more church leaders and prisoners with Reformed, experiential truth.

Please also prayerfully consider providing your friends with a gift subscription 
to the BSGT. That would be an excellent way to spread the Reformed faith and at 
the same time assist us in keeping our subscription prices as low as they are.

Finally, heartfelt gratitude to all who have assisted in providing material for The 
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth: our ministerial brothers, assistant editor, and others 
for their timely contributions; our subscription manager; our typesetters, secretar-
ies, and printer; and our Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth Committee. Without you, 
this task would not be completed each month. Above all, may God command His 
blessing upon this work to many hearts—saving the lost, edifying His people, and 
glorifying His worthy Name. For this, we are totally dependent on His free and 
sovereign grace.

— JRB

Renew now!

The LORD 
looseth the
prisoners
PSALM 146:  7b

Phone: 888-844-2624     Website: coah.org     Email: info@coah.org

My words walk carefully between these 
prisoners. Convicted police officers, 
judges, and public prosecutors, they hold various degrees 
and are trained to argue. I won’t preach that my church is 
better than the church next door; we have seen the strife this 
causes. Instead, in the Reformed tradition, I can only exalt the 
Lord and abase man. This has brought many to conviction 
and repentance. With your help, I have been able to cover 
thousands of miles by car each month to hold Bible studies with 
prison inmates. More information on our website about Pastor 
Alexander Mazepa.

PRISON
MINISTRY

Committed to Spreading
the Gospel of Jesus Christ

in Eastern Europe and Russia



National News
Protecting Marriage across the U.s.
It’s been a tough year for marriage in the U.S. In June, the Supreme 
Court struck down a portion of the federal Defense of Marriage Act 
and failed to rule on California’s marriage amendment. Those deci-
sions set off a f lurry of activity from gay activists trying to strike down 
marriage laws.

Gov. Neil Abercrombie called a special session of the Hawaii legis-
lature to discuss the creation of same-sex unions. Rep. Gene Ward said 
he will vote against the bill. “The people out there really are not totally 
for this,” he told Hawaii News Now. “I think it’s an exception that we 
have a special session for what now is for a very select, very narrow 
reason. There’s not a state or federal guarantee to same-sex marriage, 
so why are we rushing?”

New Mexico is also debating same-sex marriage. The state Supreme 
Court has agreed to decide the issue. Several county clerks began issuing 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples and a legal challenge was filed 
to stop them. Rep. Anna Crook is one of 29 lawmakers who joined 
the lawsuit. She welcomes the court’s intervention. “It’s been absolute 
chaos,” the Republican told Reuters. “We need to have a ruling one way 
or the other instead of ‘My county can; yours can’t.’”

Arizona is also being targeted by activists to overturn its marriage 
amendment. But in September, it was announced that the same-sex 
marriage initiative did not have the support to move forward. Cathi 
Herrod with the Center for Arizona Policy is grateful that people stood 
firm on marriage, but said the battle is far from over. “Redefining 
marriage is a nonstarter today in Arizona regardless of the out-of-state 
money and numerous political operatives that poured into our state for 
this failed effort,” she said. “Proponents of same-sex marriage have made 
it clear their goal is to put this issue on the ballot in 2016. Our resolve 
to stand together for our families and our future must remain resolute.” 
(By Kim Trobee of CitizenLink)

trail life Usa rePlaces the  
Boy scoUts of aMerica (Bsa)
A Nashville convention has ended with the launching of a new Christ-
centered organization for boys to provide a faith-based program for 
those who have become disenchanted with the Boy Scouts of America.

Trail Life USA is the culmination of months of planning and prayer 
following the Scouts’ decisions this summer to permit open homosexuals 
as members, turning its back on more than a hundred years of being bib-
lically straight. Randy Sharp, director of special projects for American 
Family Association, attended the conference along with a packed crowd 
of 1,200 people, mostly men from forty-four states who had been part 
of the Boy Scouts of America. Those men are now helping to launch 
the faith-based program called Trail Life USA.

“It was very exciting. It was a very festive mood,” Sharp tells One-
NewsNow. “There were a lot of folks excited about the new program that 
they had heard so much about, and now they got to see it unveiled. It’s 
exciting to see that these men and these boys are saying, ‘We’re going to 
stand on the truth—and when the organization we’ve been aligned with for so 
many years varies from God’s Word, then we’re going to move on.’ ”

Trail Life USA’s motto is “Walk Worthy.” The curriculum, only par-
tially completed so far, will soon be revealed, but Sharp, a former Scout 
leader himself, says there’s no mistake that Trail Life USA is based on the 
Bible. “It’s God-honoring. It’s very Christ-centered,” he shares. “We got 
a sneak peek at some of the curriculum, some of the handbook material, 
and we were amazed to find that on the edges of the pages were Scripture 
for the boys to learn, to read, to meditate on, and to memorize.” He adds: 
“We’ll soon see an announcement of how the uniforms are going to look, 
but it’s an outdoor adventure program for boys of all ages.” (OneNewsNow)

International News
egyPt— 
hUndreds dead, 
chUrches 
attacked in  
Violence
The Egyptian govern-
ment has confirmed that 
525 people were killed 
and thousands more 
injured in violence that 
ensued after security 
services dispersed a sit-
in by supporters of former President Morsi. Coptic Church media sources 
report that at least 52 churches were attacked across the country after the 
protesters were dispersed. The crackdown on the Muslim Brotherhood 
protesters was immediately followed by a spate of attacks on the Coptic 
community by Islamists, with many churches and Christian-owned 
businesses burnt or completely destroyed. According to news reports, the 
Egyptian Bible Society building in Assuit has been razed to the ground.

The Egyptian Interior Ministry has confirmed that forty-three 
policemen were also killed in the violence, which started after security 
forces attempted to remove Muslim Brotherhood supporters who had 
been staging sit-in protests at various locations in Cairo. Many Mus-
lim Brotherhood supporters had refused to move from the makeshift 
camps until the former president was reinstated. Following the vio-
lence, a month-long emergency rule was implemented, with a curfew 
from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

The Coptic newspaper Al Watani reported damage to a church in 
Sohag, south of Cairo, while in the village of Dalga, three churches 
and six buildings within the grounds of the fifth-century Monastery of 
the Holy Virgin and Anba Abra’am, housing a clinic, a retreat center, a 
preschool nursery, and the bishop’s residence, were set on fire.

In the Minya region, south of Cairo, police stations in Matai and 
Beni-Mazar were targeted. The church of Mar-Mina in the Abu-Hilal 
district and a clinic operated by the church were set alight, as were two 
churches in the Fayoum villages of Nazla and Youssef al-Seddiq and 
the Society of the Holy Bible in the town of Fayoum, approximately 60 
miles southwest of Cairo.

In the town of Suez, 60 miles east of Cairo, the church and the school 
of the Good Shepherd were set on fire by the Islamists, who also blocked 
the road to prevent fire trucks from reaching the area. The Anglican 
News Service also confirmed that St. Saviour’s Anglican Church in 
Suez was attacked by supporters of former president Morsi, who threw 
Molotov cocktails and stones at the church while also destroying the car 
of the priest in charge of St. Saviour’s, Ehab Ayoub.

Political polarization has increased since the removal of former Presi-
dent Morsi in what was described as a “people’s coup” facilitated by the 
army. His ousting followed protests which saw 17 million take to the 
streets and a further 22 million sign a petition demanding his resigna-
tion. There has been a steady increase in attacks on the Christian com-
munity following accusations by several Islamist sources, including the 
Supreme Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood and the leader of al-Qaida, 
that Christians were part of a “conspiracy” to remove the Morsi regime. 
Daniel Sinclair, Director of Communications at Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide (CSW), said, “We express our heartfelt condolences to the 
families of those killed in yesterday’s violence. The removals may have 
been necessary; however, the manner in which they were executed and 
the excessive loss of lives will only serve to polarize Egyptian society 
even further.” (Christian Solidarity)

CHRISTIAN WORLd VIEW JOHN GOudzWAARd

Over thirty-five churches were attacked, dam-
aged, or destroyed during violence and protests 

that rocked Egypt in September. (Photo: Reuters)
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To Whom Do We BoW?
Corner for Teens | Rev. Mark Kelderman & Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven | The DeCalogue in The DigiTal age  (3)

In his book Family-Based Youth Ministry, Mark DeVries argues, “Our culture’s growing dependence on images for thinking has 
limited our ability to make moral decisions or even understand abstract moral concepts…. Living in an image-centered culture 
produces adults who are moved more by impression than by rational thinking.”1 A study of the history of communication reveals 
a shift from oral and verbal communication to written communication. The oral tradition was common when writing resources 
were scarce, and the shift to written communication occurred with the rise of the printing press. We today are witnessing another 
shift in communication through the digital revolution; images and symbols are taking the place of words.

A growing number of us use digital means to listen to sermons, to search and read our Bibles, and to read spiritual books. 
We give God thanks for these resources. However, considering the digital revolution, our dependence upon visual images has 
increased, as has our need to understand how images can impact our thoughts. We are impacted, often unwittingly, by visual 
images. There is a game where participants type in the name of the company associated with a business logo. You would be 
amazed how many symbols you would recognize without having consciously committed them to memory. Clearly, images are a 
very powerful means of communicating a message.

In the Old Testament, God Himself used images to aid Israel in visualizing the truths He had set forth. As they would walk 
through the temple, everything they saw spoke to them of a heavenly reality if they had spiritual eyes to understand it.

In the medieval church, when the common people could no longer understand the language of the church leaders, they 
learned mainly from the pictures painted on the church’s walls and windows. There they saw a shepherd with a halo gathering 
the sheep in his arms or a man upon a cross with a crown of thorns. But as you know, Reformed church fathers were loath to 
have Christ’s people taught through images. They wanted the people to have the Word of God in their hands and hearts, and 
thus they translated the Scriptures into the common tongue.

Our culture today is returning to being inf luenced by images and symbols. Within Christianity there is a return to the subjec-
tive, the mystical adventure, and the “spiritual experience” through the arts, paintings, music, and community. There is a sensible 
shift from the objective truths of the Word of God to the subjective. This is in no small part due to the inf luence of our digital age.

God has spoken through His Word as to how we are to worship Him. The second commandment in particular addresses 
this very issue. We are to be on guard against any way in which we would worship the Lord by a means other than what He has 
explicitly stated. A cursory reading of the Bible and history shows how man’s corrupt heart is always prone to find substitutes for 
the God-ordained way of worship. Think of the instance where Israel, recently called out of the bondage of Egypt, stands at the 
foot of the mountain. Moses had been delayed, in their estimation, and they cried out for something they could see, something 
they could relate to. In response, Aaron forms a golden calf, and the people bow in worship. If you asked these people who they 
were worshipping, they would responded, “Jehovah.” Yet they were not serving God the way He had ordained and, because of 
this, God was severely displeased with them.

We need to be careful of the same response today. We need to reject the slightest shift in our thinking away from the simple 
proclamation of the Word of God to worshipping an image thrust upon on us through our digital age. And we need to beware 
of prioritizing the subjective above the objective truths found in that Word.

1. Mark DeVries, Family-Based Youth Ministry  
(Downer’s Grove, Ill.: IVP)  1994, 52.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and  

a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; 

kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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Let hearts and tongues unite 
And loud thanksgivings raise; 
’Tis duty, mingled with delight, 
The Savior’s Name to praise.

To Him we owe our breath, 
He took us from the womb, 
Which else had shut us up in death, 
And proved an early tomb.

When on the breast we hung 
Our help was in the Lord; 
’Twas He first taught our infant tongue 
To form the lisping word.

When in our blood we lay 
He would not let us die, 
Because His love had fixed a day 
To bring salvation nigh.

In childhood and in youth 
His eye was on us still; 
Though strangers to His love and truth, 
And prone to cross His will.

And since His Name we knew, 
How gracious has He been! 
What dangers has He led us through, 
What mercies have we seen!

Now through another year 
Supported by His care; 
We raise our Ebenezer here, 
“The Lord has helped thus far.”

Our lot in future years 
Unable to foresee 
He, kindly to prevent our fears, 
Says, “Leave it all to Me.”

Yea, Lord, we wish to cast 
Our cares upon Thy breast! 
Help us to praise Thee for the past, 
And trust Thee for the rest.

— JOHN NEWTON


