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How kind the good Samaritan
To him who fell among the thieves!
Thus Jesus pities fallen man,
And heals the wounds the soul receives.

O! I remember well the day,
When sorely wounded, nearly slain;
Like that poor man I bleeding lay,
And groaned for help, but groaned in vain.

Men saw me in this helpless case,
And passed without compassion by;
Each neighbor turned away his face,
Unmoved by my mournful cry.

But He whose name had been my scorn,
(As Jews Samaritans despise)
Came, when He saw me thus forlorn,
With love and pity in His eyes.

Gently He raised me from the ground,
Pressed me to lean upon His arm;
And into every gaping wound
He poured His own all-healing balm.

Unto His church my steps He led,
The house prepared for sinners lost;
Gave charge I should be clothed and fed;
And took upon Him all the cost.

Thus saved from death, from want secured,
I wait till He again shall come,
(When I shall be completely cured)
And take me to His heav’nly home.

There through eternal boundless days,
When nature’s wheel no longer rolls,
How shall I love, adore, and praise,
This good Samaritan to souls!

— JOHn nEWTOn
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John Calvin once rightly noted, “It is the highest worship 
to God when we acknowledge His goodness by thanksgiv-
ing.” Indeed, it is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord. 
Psalm 92:6 says that a “brutish man,” that is, a spiritually 
senseless man, does not understand this. However, a true 
Christian does. C. H. spurgeon commented how good it 
is to express thanksgiving: “It is good ethically, for it is 
the Lord’s right [to require thanksgiving of us], it is good 
emotionally, for it is pleasant to the heart, it is good practi-
cally, for it leads others to follow the same example,…to give 
thanks to God is but a small return for the great benefits 
wherewith He daily loadeth us, and if by His spirit He 
calls it a good thing we must never despise or neglect it…. 
Thanksgiving is never out of season, never superf luous and 
a day without thanksgiving is a day profaned.”

The Object of Thanksgiving
Proper thanksgiving is to be directed to the LORD. Remem-
ber that the non-Christians and even atheists celebrate the 
holidays, including Thanksgiving. They may have a sense of 
general thankfulness that is vague and unfocused, but we are 
called to give thanks unto the LORD if it would please God. 

An atheist once said, “Why would I not be thankful? 
There are so many things to be grateful and thankful for 
that have nothing to do with religion. I am thankful that my 
family is healthy and happy. I am thankful that I am able 
to enjoy doing the things I love to do. I just don’t feel that 
I owe my happiness or anything that has happened in my 
life to God.” The Bible calls such a man a fool (Ps. 14:1). Is 
our thanksgiving expressed to the LORD? Are we wise or 
foolish in our thanksgiving? 

The Content of Thanksgiving
The psalmist says we are to give thanks to God. It is all about 
giving. so Thanksgiving Day is not to see how much we get. 
We don’t see if we get a plate full of food or a warm feeling 
of spending time with family and friends, as wonderful as 
these things may be. True thanksgiving is something we 
do—it is an act of worship in the fullest sense of the word. 
True thanksgiving does not look at self, but away from self 
and toward the LORD. It not only gives thanks for His ben-
efits, but a true expression of thanksgiving expresses thanks 
for the Giver—that is, God Himself. Are you thankful to 
God and are you thankful for God and His son? spurgeon 

said, “It is a pleasant sight to see anybody thanking God; 
for too often the air is heavy with the hum of murmuring, 
and the roads are dusty with complaints.” May our hearts 
be overf lowing not with murmuring, but with praise and 
thanks to God alone.

The Purpose of Thanksgiving
Psalm 92:15 gives three purposes for thanksgiving.

To extol the attributes of God. The psalmist writes that he 
expressed God-centered thankfulness “to show that the 
LORD is upright.” Thanksgiving is meant to honor God. 
The Pharisee in Jesus’ day gave thanks to show that he was 
upright (Luke 18:11). But a Christian who rightly thanks 
God expresses that God is upright. True thanksgiving seeks 
to magnify and extol God in all His Being.

To confess our relationship with Him. The psalmist says, “He is 
my Rock.” When we unashamedly express Christ-centered 
thankfulness, we witness that we personally know Him—
He who owns the cattle on a thousand hills and has all the 
silver and gold in His hands. You’ve no doubt heard it said, 
“It’s not what you know, it’s who you know.” This is very 
true in a spiritual sense! And in this personal relationship, 
He will always uphold us. A hymn writer put it this way:

He will never, never leave me, nor yet forsake me here,  
While I live by faith and do His blessed will;  
A wall of fire about me, I’ve nothing now to fear,  
With His manna He my hungry soul shall fill.

To magnify His good character. The psalmist concludes that 
we express thanks to show “there is no unrighteousness in 
him.” The Lord does everything right and justly. Maybe we 
secretly think that the Lord is unfair. But true thanksgiving 
sees that everything the Lord does—the straight as well as 
the crooked roads in life, the sunny as well as the stormy 
days—are all fair and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 
Therefore, let us not grumble when we do not get what we 
want; let us be thankful that we do not receive what we truly 
deserve. This is God-centered thankfulness. “It is a good 
thing to give thanks unto the LORD.”

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in 
Hull, Iowa.

A Good ThAnksGivinG
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD.” – Psalm 92:1a

MeDITaTIOn  |  Rev. MIChaeL FInTeLMan
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October 11 marked a milestone in my life. After five decades 
of reading the Puritans, I am quite excited about the publi-
cation of A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life, co-authored 
by Mark Jones and myself. I’ve read a lot of books, and writ-
ten several as well, that explore certain themes or persons 
in the Puritan movement. But never before has any book 
attempted to lay out the theology of the Puritans on all 
the major topics of systematic theology: God, man, Christ, 
salvation, church, and the end of the age.

Why read the theology of men who died 300 to 400 
years ago? Who were they anyway? The word “Puritan” 
was originally an insult, suggesting that these people were 
a self-righteous sect who thought they were better than 
everybody else. To this day, people associate Puritanism 
with a legalistic, controlling attitude that won’t let anyone 
have any fun. But nothing could be further from the truth. 

The people labeled Puritans were sincere Christians who 
wanted to apply the Holy scriptures to every part of life. 
They believed that the purpose of life was knowing God, 
living for Him, and enjoying Him. They found joy and 
peace in the glory of God shining in Christ. During the 
period from about 1560 to 1700, they preached prolifically 
and published thousands of books to help people. Their 
works bring together bright, shining truth from the Word 
with warm, burning love from the spirit. That’s why their 
books are still read and cherished today. Over eight hundred 
Puritan books have been reprinted in the last sixty years.

The Puritans sought to shape all of life by the scrip-
tures. They read the Bible, preached the Bible, prayed the 
Bible, and sang the Bible (particularly the Psalms). Their 
knowledge of the scriptures was amazing. You could prick 

them anywhere and they would bleed Bible. They wanted 
their churches to follow exactly what the Bible said in their 
worship and leadership. They did not want to add to it 
or subtract from it. They married doctrine and practice, 
addressing the mind, confronting the conscience, engaging 
the heart, and directing the whole life. 

The Puritans focused everything on Jesus Christ, believ-
ing that the Bible revolved around Him as the only Mediator 
between God and man. They loved Christ more than anyone 
or anything in the world. samuel Rutherford said that if you 
combined all the beauty and sweetness of all flowers and foods 
and friends in the world, it would be like a drop in the ocean 
compared to Christ. That’s why the Puritans worked very 
hard to understand Christ in His eternal divine sonship; His 
covenant with the Father to save sinners; His incarnation as 
the God-man; His offices of prophet, priest, and king; and 
His states of humiliation unto death and exaltation unto God’s 
right hand. They wanted to know Christ with all their hearts.

Their Christ-centered religion was not reductionistic 
however; on the contrary, they investigated and taught the 
whole counsel of God. They believed that the Bible contains 
a wealth of doctrines that God gave us for our good. For 
example, they preached and wrote extensively about the 
doctrine of divine providence. William Ames said, “God 
has a fixed providence by which He cares for all things and 
directs them to His own glory.” Edward Corbet wrote, “We 
cannot utter one word, think one thought, turn our eye, or 
move a finger, without the concurrence of his power who 
gives life and breath, and all things.” This means that even 
our family relationships are gifts from God. Therefore, John 
Flavel said, we must use them so as “to be mutual blessings 
to each other,” recognizing that the same providence that 
gave them will one day take them away through death.

The Puritans wrestled with hard questions about divine 
providence. They argued against the Roman Catholic teach-
ing that God delegates aspects of His providence to heavenly 
saints, insisting that we all deal directly with God. They 
fought against the false teachings of a group called the 
socinians who, like some today, denied that God knows 
our choices before we make them and so constantly changes 
His plans. The Puritans did not treat men like stocks and 
blocks without a will, but embraced the biblical teachings 
that God’s will rules over man’s will. 

They wrestled with questions like: How does God’s provi-
dence relate to the laws of nature? How does God’s providence 
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relate to the sins of men? How can God’s providence permit 
the prosperity of the wicked? Why do the righteous suffer and 
die alongside the wicked? How does God’s providence help 
us to know God’s will? How does God’s providence relate to 
our efforts? In all things they advocated submission to divine 
providence, coupled with an energetic doing of His command-
ments because God will hold us accountable for our actions.

The Puritans also show us how to handle trials. They suf-
fered a great deal in an age of persecution, immigration across 
an ocean to a foreign wilderness, with no modern medicine, 
frequent death of mother and child in birth, war and plague 
and fire. They learned to submit quietly to aff liction as chil-
dren to the discipline of a wise and loving Father who makes 
us like Him. They taught that aff liction is the “diamond 
dust” God uses to polish His jewels. They help us to hold 
loosely to the things of this world, a lesson our materialistic 
age desperately needs to learn. Thomas Watson said that 
the world should be like a very loose tooth that can easily be 
pulled away without troubling us much. They lift our eyes off 
of our present lives to seek an eternal kingdom. Just like John 
Bunyan’s pilgrim, we learn from them that this world is not 
our home but we are travelers headed for the Celestial City.

The Puritans help us to remain balanced in our Chris-
tianity. They avoided the extremes of cold orthodoxy and 
mystical subjectivism, and combined biblical truth with spir-
itual experience. They believed in both God’s sovereignty 
and human responsibility, resulting in a faith that humbly 
gives God all the glory for any good thing, yet works, labors, 
and strives to seek God’s kingdom. They highly esteemed 
the preaching of the Bible in public worship yet also pressed 
the duty of each family to read the Bible and pray together. 
They wrote profound theological treatises, but also cate-
chisms designed for children to memorize the fundamentals 
of the faith. They taught that real religion must start in the 
heart, but also taught that real religion moves us to keep 
God’s commandments.

The Puritans were also a people of much prayer. They 
did not have the sophisticated methods and technology we 
have today. But they spent hours in prayer. Robert Traill said 
that some ministers of lesser abilities are more successful 
than those with more skill, not because they preach better 
so much as because they pray more.

Prayer does not fit well with pride, and the Puritans 
wrestled and prayed for more humility. In an age of easy-
believism and casual worship, the Puritans help us to listen 

to Christ when He says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:3–4). They realized 
that spirit-worked humility and brokenness over our sin is 
often the gateway to salvation, and also an important part 
of the very road to heaven. The fear of the Lord is foreign to 
many churches today, but the Puritans realized that the fear 
of Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Only when we see the 
awe-inspiring majesty of God will we treasure grace.

God was pleased to give the Puritans both much sor-
row and great spiritual power. George Whitefield, a great 
evangelist of the eighteenth century, said, “Ministers never 
write or preach so well as when under the cross; the spirit 
of Christ and of glory then rests upon them. It was this, no 
doubt, that made the Puritans…such burning and shining 
lights. When cast out by the black Bartholomew-act [the 
1662 Act of Uniformity] and driven from their respective 
charges to preach in barns and fields, in the highways and 
hedges, they in an especial manner wrote and preached as 
men having authority. Though dead, by their writings they 
yet speak; a peculiar unction [spiritual anointing of power] 
attends them to this very hour.”

so you can understand why I would be excited about 
the publication of A Puritan Theology. With sixty chapters 
touching nearly all the major topics of systematic theology, 
this book will help you to explore the riches of Reformed 
experiential doctrine and practice. some chapters contain 
fairly deep theology, such as “Thomas Goodwin’s Christo-
logical supralapsarianism.” Other chapters are refreshingly 
practical, such as “The Puritans on Living in Christ.” Many 
chapters combine elements of theology and practice, “The 
Puritans on Walking Godly in the Home.” That’s why we 
subtitled the book Doctrine for Life.

It’s our hope that this book will help ministers and lay 
people alike to take in the biblical doctrines of the Puritans, 
embrace them in their heart’s experience, and live them out 
in practical ways.

A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life, by Joel R. Beeke and Mark Jones. 
1,072 pages. Retail, $60; Discount price, $45. Reformation Heritage 
Books, 2965 Leonard N.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525. 616-977-
0599. Also available at www.heritagebooks.org.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of systematic Theology and Hom-
iletics at Puritan Reformed Theological seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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The handmaid Hagar made a profound statement when 
approached by the Angel of the Lord in the wilderness: 
“Thou God seest me” (Gen. 16:13). The all-seeing eye 
of God is something no one can escape. This truth alone 
ought to encourage right living before God. But God is 
more than just a casual observer of the affairs of men; 
He is the divine, all-thorough inspector who investigates 
and examines every man not only in terms of behavior but 
also in terms of motive. He deals with men according to 
what He knows their hearts to be. What a warning this 
is to those whose hearts are not right with God, for His 
investigation incites His just wrath. But this should also 
be a comfort to those whose hearts are right toward God, 
knowing that there is nothing about life that escapes God’s 
caring gaze. Knowing that God sees us should be an incen-
tive to live in such a way as to cause no offense to Him. 
That certainly was David’s resolve: “Thou hast proved mine 
heart; thou hast visited me in the night; thou hast tried me, 
and shalt find nothing: I am purposed that my mouth shall 
not transgress” (Ps. 17:3).

David was conscious of God’s visitation. The verb so 
often translated in the Authorized Version as “to visit” refers 
to far more than a social call. Its primary sense is to inspect, 
examine, or investigate. It refers to involvement into the 
affairs of another. so God’s visitation concerns His involve-
ment into human affairs either in judgment or in bless-
ing on the basis of His thorough and infallible inspection. 
Theologically, of course, we know that God’s knowledge 
of everything is immediate; God never has to find things 
out. But this word is a vivid means of highlighting the fact 
that we can never escape the divine scrutiny. “All things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do” (Heb. 4:13). A survey of this word “to visit” in the 
Old Testament suggests three things that ought to produce 
fear and wonder.

god’s Visitation: 
an amazing Reality
In Psalm 8, David is overwhelmed with the infinite great-
ness and glory of God, particularly as he ref lects on the 
wonders of God’s vast creation. His description of the 
expanse of heaven with its distant moon and stars as the 
work of God’s fingers is outstanding. Finger work typically 
refers to intricate, skillful, and minute activity resulting 
in some exquisite design. The point is remarkable: if the 
vastness of creation is just the finger work of God, how 
infinitely great God is. Considering how huge the uni-
verse is, the corollary conclusion of God’s infinity causes 
David in wonderful amazement to ask, “What is man, 
that thou are mindful of him? and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him?” (8:4). The obvious answer to the ques-
tion is that man is nothing. He is so small, hardly a speck 
in the seeming limitlessness of a creation whose limits 
are known only to its Creator. Adding to the contrast 
between the bigness of the universe and the smallness of 
man are the terms David uses to designate man. He uses 
two different Hebrew words that both underscore man’s 
impotence, frailty, mortality, and dependence. This puts 
in bold the amazing reality of God’s visitation. Notwith-
standing man’s smallness and weakness, God is “mindful 
of him.” This Hebrew word is often rendered “to remem-
ber” and refers to God’s conscious decision to think about 
something. He puts His infinite mind on us. And then 
He visits. He observes us attentively and enters into our 
affairs. How amazing that the God who is so holy and 
so far away is also the God who is ever so near. Nothing 
about us, our needs, our desires, our actions, our thoughts, 
is trivial to Him.

What is even more amazing is that the New Testa-
ment identifies the ultimate expression of this visitation in 
terms of Jesus Christ, who fulfilled every divine intention 
for humanity (Heb. 2:6–9). When the eternal son of God 
became the son of Man in that indescribable visitation, He 
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involved Himself in our affairs in such a way as to bring 
us to glory (Heb. 2:10). From specks of insignificance to 
become sons of God—God’s visiting us as Immanuel is 
amazing indeed!

god’s Visitation: 
an aWful Reality
There is a terrifying aspect of divine visitation as well. 
Depending on what God sees in His all-thorough inspec-
tion, He either blesses or punishes. Interestingly, this 
Hebrew verb (“to visit”) is often translated as “to pun-
ish.” In Zechariah 10:3, the Lord says, “I punished the 
goats…for the Lord of hosts hath visited his f lock.” The 
word “punished” is the same as “visited,” and the differ-
ence is traced to what God sees, resulting in punishment 
for goats and blessing for the f lock. Lamentation 4:22 
explicitly states the principle: “he will visit thine iniquity, 
O daughter of Edom; he will discover thy sins.” The evi-
dence of the Old Testament is that none can hide from 
God’s infallible scrutiny and consequences: the world (Isa. 
13:11), the inhabitants of the earth (Isa. 26:21), the hea-
then (Ps. 59:5), and especially the elect (Amos 3:2). Amos 
3:2 is indeed a sobering declaration: “You only have I 
known of all the families of the earth: therefore, I will 
punish [visit] you for all your iniquities.” With increased 
privilege comes increased responsibility and accountability 
(see Luke 12:48), and the Lord will examine the hearts 
and deal accordingly, for judgment begins at the house of 
God (1 Peter 4:17). The use of this word in the Decalogue 
also highlights the terrible nature and contagion of sin 
as well as its consequences. Those who break the second 
commandment subject their following generations to God’s 
visitation (Exod. 20:5). It is as though the jealous God is 
saying that sin’s effects are so contagious that He is going 
“to keep His eyes open,” examining the following genera-
tions and dealing with them accordingly if guilty of their 
father’s iniquity.

This aspect of God’s visitation should serve as a power-
ful motivator to live and think in ways that are pleasing to 
the Lord in order to experience His blessing and not His 
wrath. That was David’s desire, that God would find noth-
ing when He visited (Ps. 17:3). But even more fundamental 
is the incentive God’s visitation is to find a hiding place in 

Christ. It is only the blood of Christ that can obscure our 
guilt from God. Even the awfulness of God’s visitation 
points to its amazing reality.

god’s Visitation: 
an ausPicious Reality
God’s purpose for His people is always their good, and His 
visitation is a means of accomplishing that good. Favorable 
circumstances or blessing always attend God’s visiting; it is 
for certain an auspicious reality. The problem is, however, 
that God’s people can become so overwhelmed by a difficult 
moment that they fail to recognize any prospect for greater 
good and even sometimes misinterpret God’s involvement 
as interference into what otherwise they assume would be 
a carefree life. Job expressed this sentiment at one point 
when overcome in the throes of his suffering: “What is 
man…that thou shouldest visit him every morning, and 
try him every moment?” (7:17–18). Like David in Psalm 
8, he confesses his wonder at God’s visitation, but rather 
than being amazed, he expresses his dismay at God’s con-
stant attention. It would seem that God would have bigger 
issues than puny man. If God would just leave him alone, 
all would be well—or so he thought in his moment of suf-
fering. But when faith triumphed over sight, Job saw things 
differently: “Thou hast granted me life, and favour, and thy 
visitation hath preserved my spirit” (10:12). God’s visit was 
a good thing after all.

The reality of divine visitation should be an overwhelm-
ing factor to produce both purity and confidence: purity, 
because we live before and are accountable to a God who 
sees us and knows us better than we do ourselves, and con-
fidence, because we know that God has a keen interest in 
us and that He will act in our behalf. He knows all about us 
and will do for us what is necessary and best. May we so live 
that we can boldly echo Jeremiah’s prayer: “O LORD, thou 
knowest: remember me, and visit me” ( Jer. 15:15).

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament at 
Puritan Reformed Theological seminary. This is the first of a series of articles on 
insights from the Old Testament.
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During my recent trip to No. Ireland, Rev. Paul Thomp-
son and I had a private, two-and-one-half hour lunch with 
Dr. Ian and Eileen Paisley. Dr. Paisley founded and led the 
Democratic Unionist Party in No. Ireland from 1971–2008. 
He was the leader of the Irish Protestants during the many 
years of conflict and violence between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. His name was frequently in international news 
for many years. He and his wife are now both of the House 
of Lords; hence their official titles are Lord Bannside and 
Baronness Paisley. At first, it was a rather surreal experience 
as the Paisleys pulled up with their security guards, but what 
a delightful time we had. Dr. Paisley, now 86 and feeble (last 
February he nearly died in the hospital), came across as being 
open, honest, spiritual, thoughtful, and humorous. His wife 
is quite accomplished as well—like her husband, she also has 
served in Parliament, is an author, and articulates well and in 
detail their past experiences.

While Dr. Paisley was still enjoying his fish and chips, 
he willingly answered some questions I prepared for him. 
Here they are together with his answers:

1. After many decades of experience in ministry, what two major 
pieces of advice would you give a theological student who is about 
to enter a lifetime of ministry?

Know your scriptures and be a man of prayer. These are 
the two most important things in the ministry. If ministers 
are strong in the scriptures and strong at the throne of 
grace, well, they are nearly in heaven already.

2. In the midst of an incredibly busy life, how does one manage 
to stay close to God in terms of personal experiential fellowship 
with Him and His Son by His Spirit?

You must not let anything break into your personal prayer 
and devotional life. The first book I reached for all my life 
is the Bible. As a minister and a politician, it is essential to 

be grounded in the scriptures well since you’re engaging 
in spiritual warfare that sometimes demands “beheading 
people.” You need to be instructed from the book, and you 
must remain on speaking terms with the Lord.

Communion with God, as you well know, is a scarce thing 
today. The prayers of many Christians are far too shallow, and 
mostly selfish. We need to rise above these things as leaders.

Another important thing to maintain is family worship. 
We kept up family worship from our earliest days. We all 
prayed together on our knees and the Lord has blessed that 
for ourselves and for our children. Our one son is now a 
minister and the other is in Parliament.

3. You have been a major leader in both the ecclesiastical and politi-
cal spheres. In terms of exercising leadership in these spheres, do you 
see any difference between them? Are the same skills needed in both?

In both professions it is all about getting your orders 
from above and obeying them. No one in public life should 
leave home in the morning prayerless and careless. Leaders 
must remember that they are constantly going out into deep 
combat, so they need to know God’s will and then do it.

4. You and I have a common love—great Christian books. You have 
a great and a tremendous library which you are presently opening 
up as a reading room so that others can greatly benefit from the tens 
of thousands of books you have collected over a lifetime. What has 
your library meant to you throughout your life? What two books 
have most impacted your thinking? What is your favorite book?

Let me say first that in homiletics and church history 
and the exposition of scriptures, we have been left a great 
treasury. Through books in your hands, you can benefit 
greatly from godly men who were guided by God and spoke 
with God. A minister or even a lay Christian who doesn’t 
unlock this treasury, is a poor man.

276 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth NOVEMBER 2012

MrS. Eileen Paisley and dr . Ian Paisley, and Me

Interview with Dr. Ian Paisley dr . JOel r . Beeke
ConTEmPOrary issueS



second, the big problem of many Christians today is 
that they don’t read the books they should read. They read 
largely trash. They could better burn most of those books.

Third, it is important for ministers not to become merely 
the echo of what they have read. But ministers do need to 
know what others have said. Our big problem today is that 
television has destroyed the nation in terms of reading and 
study. Another big problem is that people are not consistent 
in their Bible reading. They act as if when they do read that 
they are obliging God, but don’t realize that God is actually 
obliging you by giving you His Word.

Finally, in terms of books that have transformed me, the 
first book that touched me deeply as a child was Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress. It is amazing that in Bunyan’s own day some did not want 
him to publish it—and actually warned him not to do so, but 
it is pure gold. As for a second book, I would just like to say 
that all of the Puritan works as a whole have greatly impacted 
me. The Puritans are the finest of the wheat. If a man owns 
Puritan writings, he has all the finest of the wheat and doesn’t 
need much else. These great Puritan works, when brought 
together, make a superb treasury when all brought together.

5. There is an old Dutch saying that “ he who stands in the front, 
gets kicked in the rear.” You have stood in the front most of your 
life both in church and in politics. How have you managed to 
cope with all the criticism that that entails—especially when, as 
David says, that your own familiar friends have lifted up their 
heel against you? What advice would you give to young ministers 
who are just beginning to face criticism?

Expect criticism. If you’re doing anything for the Lord, 
the devil will be aware of this. If a man is working for God, 
he is under attack. There is no discharge in this war.

Get the Lord’s armor of Ephesians 6 to cover you and 
the stones won’t touch you. You’re invincible when you have 
God’s armor on. Keep on the Lord’s way—which is usually 
through both difficult aff lictions and joyful times—and 
decide throughout to be joyful in His ways. 

Then, too, don’t forget that others are entitled to criticize 
you. This is part of the cross. We don’t need to be vindicated 
because we are only bearing Christ’s cross after Him. Our 
vindication will come on the Judgment Day, but even that 
is not important. Only Christ’s vindication is important; we 
are but unworthy servants.

If you respond to criticism well, then as you grow older 
in the Lord’s work, there comes a time when criticism just 
passes you by. It then does not really bother you much, as you 
have more to do with the Lord than with people. We need 
to remember that John 3:16 is enough for time and eternity.

6. As you look back over your long life, what is the best decision 
you ever made by God’s grace? What decision do you most regret?

By grace, the best decision I ever made was when I knelt 
at my mother’s knee at age 6 and received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as my personal savior. From that time on, I felt an 

urge to speak about Christ to others. I was privileged to 
lead my first convert to Christ at age 8. I had a friend who 
I would walk home with from school. One day he expressed 
his need to me for a savior. I took him aside and explained 
the gospel to him. Together we found a place off of the 
beaten path where we knelt down together, prayed to God 
earnestly for His salvation, and my friend was truly saved 
that day. He has been walking with the Lord ever since and 
today is a faithful gospel minister. What do I regret? I regret 
all my sins—and there are hundreds of them.

After this interview, Mrs. Paisley told us some stories of 
remarkable conversions connected with her husband’s minis-
try.  I’ll just mention one of them. One man hated her husband 
so much that he moved to Texas to get away from his constant 
emphasis on the need for being born again. But once he was 
settled in Texas, Dr. Paisley’s voice kept ringing in his ears, 
“Ye must be born again”—to the point that the man fainted 
under the stress. A friend found him and helped him recover. 
He then told his friend about his spiritual struggles. His friend 
then said, “I have a tape you have to listen to.” Imagine how 
shocked the poor man was to discover the tape was by Dr. 
Paisley! He went home but refused to listen to it. Finally, to 
quiet his stormy conscience, he decided to listen to it, though 
he still hated the speaker. But as he listened, the Holy spirit 
brought him powerfully to the cross and he was saved.

The evening after this interview, I preached for the fifth 
and last time on backsliding. To my surprise, Dr. and Mrs. 
Paisley attended, together with their security guards. Due to 
Dr. Paisley’s weakness, they left immediately afterward. As 
we said farewell to each other, Dr. Paisley handed me a note. 
Like all the other evenings, the address was followed with 
a late-night supper. By the time all the goodbyes were said 
and I was back in my room, it was past midnight. I opened 
the note that Dr. Paisley handed me a few hours before as 
he was leaving the gathering:

For the Preacher
Thanks for showing us our Lord.

Blessed by His Name.
Ian Paisley

Eph. 6:19–20
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The American Presidential election campaign so far is not 
likely to have convinced many apathetic voters to become more 
engaged. A malaise and feeling of helplessness in the face of 
economic turmoil is widespread. Rather than offering hopeful 
solutions, the debate seems to focus on raising fears regarding 
everything bad that will happen if the other man is elected.

There is an added confusion for many Christians. In 
an effort to strengthen his political base, Mr. Obama has 
showcased policies on life and family issues which are in 
stark conf lict with basic, orthodox, biblical interpretations. 
Mr. Romney’s Mormonism makes many uncomfortable, 
especially as his campaign focuses to normalize what has 
historically been understood as a cult within the framework 
of mainstream Christianity. 

sorting through all of the negative ads and political pun-
ditry can take a lot of time and energy, and especially for 
those who do not find politics that interesting, it seems like 
quite a burden. While many realize that only half of Ameri-
cans bother to vote, less well-known is the data showing that 
graduates of Christian schools vote in even lower proportions.1 
Busy with church life, raising their families, and their other 
interests, many believers have simply tuned politics out.

Although I understand the impulse, I wonder how the 
Apostle Paul would have reacted to this? We can’t ask him 
and it is a dangerous (but, alas, all-too-common) mistake for 
those who seek to rally Christians to engage in public life to 
claim biblical authority for or against specific policies in order 
to add weight to their arguments. Although there are biblical 
principles that should be brought to bear when evaluating 
political questions, a Christian approach to politics should 
not frame the question as “Is the Bible for or against Obama-
care?” or to label fellow believers as less Christian than we are 
if they vote for a different political party. It is not only the 
secularists who are confused sometimes when it comes to the 
questions of how to mix religious and political considerations.

But although it is not prudent in a church magazine to 
weigh into partisan issues on which Christians may legit-
imately differ, it is valid to ref lect on and apply biblical 
principles regarding participation to the current context. 
It is right for the church to urge political engagement, not 
simply as a civic virtue but as a stewardship of a God-given 

privilege. It would be going too far to say that failing to vote 
is sin but a compelling case can be made that part of the 
obedience owed to those in authority over us as part of the 
fifth commandment in the modern American context does 
include civic engagement.

We can be pretty confident here what Paul would say. 
Paul wrote the book of Romans at a time when the political 
class included nominees such as Nero, and whatever nega-
tive attributes we ascribe to the political candidates of our 
day, a multiple more would be ascribed to him. He was no 
respecter of religious freedom. His callousness towards the 
dignity of human life and disrespect for marriage vows is 
legendary. Yet Paul writes, “the powers that be are ordained 
of God” and that your ruler “is a minister of God to thee 
for good” (Rom. 13:1, 4). Paul is not here commending the 
Roman government under whose rule he lived (and whose 
privileges of citizenship he would avail himself of when 
it seemed prudent to do so). But he is affirming the basic 
biblical truth regarding life on earth which reaches back to 
the creation story itself: humans are placed on the earth in 
society with a calling to live together under God’s authority, 
but administered through human means. It is to be feared 
that in our modern era where many Christians (rightly) 
are concerned about the over-extension of government, our 
thinking conveniently adopts an enlightenment individual 
rights framework which puts the individual at the center 
of society, leaving us free to be civically engaged or not as 
it seems prudent to protect our interests. Paul’s appeal in 
Romans 13 was not a self-interested appeal. It is part of a 
biblical framework of understanding God’s sovereignty at 
work in the world which commends respect and prayer for 
those in authority over us. And if the biblical concepts of 
“pray and work” and stewardship be applied to this in our 
modern setting, it is not a stretch to suggest that political 
engagement should be expected as part of a faithful life of 
obedience, as much as a good work ethic, honesty in busi-
ness dealings, and care for our poor neighbors. 

Establishing the obligation to vote, however, only com-
plicates the question. How should you vote, then, when none 
of the options seem ideal? Let me try to address a few of 
the questions that commonly arise from this consideration.

To Vote or  
 Not to Vote:

Contemporary Issues | Ray Pennings
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Can I vote for someone whose religious views are different 
from mine? Daniel faithfully served in the palace of a pagan 
king and Jeremiah urged those in exile to live their lives, 
building houses and marrying among the Babylonians where 
they had been placed, and to “seek the peace of the city 
whither I have caused you to be carried away captive, and 
pray unto the LORD for it, for in the peace of the city you 
shall have peace” (Jer. 29:7). Given the semi-pagan pluralistic 
societies that western nations have become (ignoring for the 
purposes of this article the legitimate debates that can be had 
regarding the historical roots and constitutional frameworks 
of both the United states and Canada), it seems to me that 
holding some sort of religious test standard to evaluate the 
candidates we vote for seems unreasonable in our context.

So what standard should we use? I would recommend con-
sidering the nominees’ competence, conviction, and character.

Competence for government is often overlooked by Chris-
tians. We cannot know the plans of God, who put into place 
a ruler with the gifts that Cyrus had in order to achieve His 
purposes, but we can use sanctified common sense to assess 
the suitability of the candidates to carry out the challenges of 
government. God is more glorified by a job done well than 
poorly done, and there is great skill and wisdom required for 
good governance. Peace and stability are the benefits of a soci-
ety where the rule of law, justice, and economic systems work 
well and where the church can also prosper and the gospel 
advance. The Lord used the “good governance” of the Roman 
Empire, which included a legal, physical, and trade infrastruc-
ture that is admired to this day, to aid the growth of the early 
church. Competence to govern is not only a pragmatic matter 
but, I would argue, also a principled matter for those who seek 
to have their votes influenced by biblical guidelines.

But competence cannot be the only lens by which to 
evaluate who deserves our vote. No one questions that some 
of the most evil tyrants of history were competent men, but 
they used their God-given ability for cruelty and destruction. 
Hence, conviction must be an accompanying consideration. 
What is the moral compass that guides this candidate? What 
is his sense of right and wrong? What does he believe in? 
What does he mean when he uses such basic words as life, 
marriage, and justice? How does he deal with issues on which 
God’s Word speaks with clarity, such as abortion (including 
partial-birth abortion) or same-sex marriage? These, to me, 
are far more significant questions than the particulars of a 
policy platform. The reality of government in a global age 
is that a politician who with perfect integrity campaigns on 
a platform may find himself in office facing a circumstance 
where the priorities of his campaign no longer make sense. 
such surely was the case in 2001. President Bush was elected 
in the 2000 agenda on a platform that had a domestic focus 
but the events of september 11, 2001, changed the political 
environment such that his election platform became mean-
ingless. The sense of justice and the core beliefs of the can-
didates are more important than the specifics of any policy 

on page X of their platform, which they may or may not 
implement in unknown future circumstances.

Character is the third factor I include when evaluating 
which candidate I will extend political support to. This can be 
difficult from afar, especially as campaigns market a particu-
lar image of their candidate to voters. But still, one can mea-
sure the extent to which a candidate has been faithful to his 
wife, has a good reputation in the community, and seems to 
treat those around him with dignity and respect. One of the 
great legacies of the Reformation is federal systems (a techni-
cal term that refers to the dividing of responsibilities between 
different groups so that not all control is held by any one 
group), an application of the doctrine of total depravity with 
the recognition that whether in church or civil government, 
it is never wise to give too much authority to one person. It 
seems that paying particular attention to the ability of a can-
didate to properly use the power that accompanies the office 
for the public good rather than his own aggrandizement is 
an important consideration when determining how to vote.

Many in confessional Reformed churches have made pay-
ing attention to our civic duty a “take it or leave it” option. 
The data shows that an increasing number of us are leaving 
it. While it obviously has a secondary place, I would argue for 
civic engagement, which in my mind minimally means cast-
ing an informed vote in an election where one is an eligible 
elector. (Of course, it also includes paying taxes, obeying 
the law, and doing the other basic things which most of us 
do if for no other reason than that the consequences of not 
doing so are substantial). For most of us, that will mean cast-
ing a ballot for a candidate whose competence, conviction, 
and character are less than we wish they would be. That, 
of course, is not only true in the civic sphere but also when 
we participate in church and family governance processes as 
well. The reality of sin in the world is all too real and present. 

But thanks be to God, so is the promise of His provi-
dential care for His people. As important as the November 
presidential or any other election is, it is not decisive in the 
carrying out of God’s plan in history. In fact, as patriotic 
as we rightly may be, neither is our country an essential 
part of God’s plan. His kingdom involves all subjects from 
all nations. He is still supreme, even controlling the ruler 
who executes his command from a far country (Isa. 46:11). 
Part of our service and obedience to Him includes carrying 
out our civic responsibilities, praying and working that His 
kingdom might come. In that light, the question “to vote or 
not to vote” would seem to have an obvious answer.

1. Ray Pennings et al. Cardus Education Survey: Do the Motives for Protestant 
and Catholic Schooling in North America Align with Graduate Outcomes? (Hamilton: 
Cardus, 2011), 27.

Ray Pennings is the Director of Research for Cardus (www.cardus.ca), a public 
policy think-tank, and has served in senior political and campaign positions in 
Canadian political life. He is an elder in the Calgary Free Reformed Church 
and a graduate of Puritan Reformed Theological seminary. The assistant edi-
tor wished it to be known that he respectfully disagrees with some of the views 
expressed in this article.



Praying Always — Frans Bakker
Originally published as Facets of Prayer, this volume 
is a brief but remarkable study of the life of prayer. 
With great simplicity and directness of style, it covers a 
variety of important themes: prayer in secret, humility, 
effective prayer, unfulfilled prayer, and various other 
important topics. (Banner, PB, 104 pgs) $8.00 | $6.50

Amos: An Extraordinary Man with an  
Extraordinary Message — T. J. Betts
Amos speaks of famine at a time of national disunity, 
military superiority, economic prosperity, and reli-
gious activity—however, it was not food the nation 
lacked but the Word of God. This Focus on the Bible 

series study offers a fresh reminder of the vital importance of the Word 
of God in our everyday lives.

(Christian Focus, PB, 205 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00

Living in the Grip of Relentless Grace:  
The Gospel in the Lives of Isaac and Jacob
Iain M. Duguid
The lives of Isaac and Jacob are, in the author’s 
words, vivid examples of God’s “writing straight with 
a crooked pencil,” displaying His grace and glory by 
overcoming their weakness and sinfulness. This Gospel 

According to the Old Testament series installment seeks to encourage 
Christians in the midst of their shortcomings that the gospel triumphs 
not through human might or goodness but by God’s relentless grace.

(P&R, PB, 460 pgs) $13.00 | $9.50 
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A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life — Joel R. Beeke and Mark Jones
A Puritan Theology offers a groundbreaking treatment of the Puritans’ teaching on most major Reformed doctrines, gathering 
together the threads of their teaching into a unified tapestry of systematic theology. The book explores Puritan teachings on 
biblical interpretation, God, predestination, providence, angels, sin, the covenants, the gospel, Christ, preparation for conver-
sion, regeneration, coming to Christ, justification, adoption, church government, the sabbath, preaching, baptism, heaven, 
hell, and many other topics. It ends with eight chapters that explore Puritan “theology in practice.” some chapters highlight the 
work of a specific theologian such as William Perkins, William Ames, John Owen, stephen Charnock, or Thomas Goodwin 
on a specific topic. Other chapters survey various authors on a particular subject. The goal of A Puritan Theology is to increase 
knowledge in the mind and godliness in the soul. It was written for theologians, historians, pastors, and educated laymen who 
seek to learn more about Puritan theology.

“For more than half a century primary research on Puritan theologians and their teaching has been in full swing. Here now is a massive compendium 
of the findings, digested into sixty lively chapters. The authors’ expository skill will keep readers on their toes, and the Puritans’ own concern for 
godly living, which runs through everything, will send readers to their knees. This is a landmark book in every way.”

—J. I. Packer, Board of Governors’ Professor of Theology, Regent College
(1072 pages, HB) $60.00 | $45.00

The Gospel’s Power and Message — Paul Washer
One of the greatest crimes of this generation of Christians is its neglect of the gospel, and it is from this neglect that all our other 
maladies spring forth. Absent from too many pulpits are the essential themes which make up the very core of the gospel—the 
justice of God, the radical depravity of man, the blood atonement. In The Gospel’s Power and Message, Paul Washer addresses 
these essential elements of Christ’s good news and provides a guide to help us rediscover the gospel in all its beauty, scandal, and 
saving power. May such a rediscovery transform your life, strengthen your proclamation, and bring the greatest glory to God.

(288 pages, PB) $20.00 | $15.00

Lifting up Our Hearts: 150 Selected Prayers from John Calvin — Edited by Dustin Benge
John Calvin understood the importance of prayer to the Christian life and wrote extensively on the subject in his Institutes of the 
Christian Religion. Now modern readers can come to a firmer grasp of how the Reformer viewed prayer by reading his actual 
prayers. One of the greatest depositories for Calvin’s prayers is within his lectures on the Old Testament books of Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, and the twelve Minor Prophets. Each lecture would end with a prayer that seemed extemporaneous 
and reflected, in retrospect, upon the text he had just taught. Compiled in this volume are 150 of these prayers, arranged by 
subject and accompanied by the scripture passage Calvin was expounding. These rich prayers of the great Reformer provide a 
valuable devotional tool to assist us as we lift up our hearts to God. 

“Dustin Benge has done the church a great service by compiling this generous selection of prayers by the great Genevan 
Reformer, John Calvin. Extracted from his luminous Old Testament Commentaries, these fervent intercessions reveal the 

warm piety that accompanied this theological genius. Calvin’s personal logo was an open hand, holding a heart, extended upward to God with the 
words, ‘My heart I offer to Thee, Lord, promptly and sincerely.’ This book clearly demonstrates such singular devotion to God. Here is Calvin’s 
high doxology, arising upward from his high theology. And here is his exaltation of God, ascending from sound exegesis and exposition. By reading 
these prayers, I have no doubt but that your own heart will be likewise inflamed.” —steven J. Lawson, author of The Expository Genius of John Calvin

(320 pages, HB) $20.00 | $15.00
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How Do We Know the Bible Is True?
Ken Ham and Bodie Hodge, eds.
Defending against the attacks on scripture’s authority, 
writers such as John MacArthur, Ken Ham, Bodie 
Hodge, and many others look at issues such as biblical 
inerrancy, the resurrection, inspiration, questions sur-
rounding Genesis, miracles, and much more from the 
perspective of God’s Word, not man’s ideas.

(Master Books, PB, 296 pgs) $15.00 | $11.25

Behind the Bible: A Primer on Textual Criticism
Jeffrey D. Johnson
Did the multitude of biblical scribes who copied the 
scriptures by hand throughout the centuries do so with 
absolute perfection? This book spotlights the subject of 
textual criticism, which is the analysis of ancient manu-
scripts, to show that it is not by chance that God’s 
Word “will never pass away.”

(solid Ground, PB, 111 pgs) $12.00 | $7.20

Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit 
of Scholarly Virtue — Andreas J. Köstenberger
Calling readers to a life of virtue lived out in excel-
lence, the author outlines godly characteristics related 
to vocation and scholarship, showing that there is a 
way to be a better person and a better scholar without 
sacrificing faith to gain academic respectability.

(Crossway, PB, 270 pgs) $18.00 | $12.50

Union with Christ: In Scripture, History,  
and Theology — Robert Letham
Robert Letham’s Union with Christ is profound yet 
luminous scholarship. He writes as a student of the 
scriptures, a son of the church, and a servant of man-
kind, and so in his book we find a happy confluence 
of biblical exposition, systematic theology, historical 
theology, and real-life illustrations.

(P&R, PB, 164 pgs) $18.00 | $12.00

The Deity of Christ
Christopher W. Morgan, Robert A. Peterson, eds.
This book—the third in the noted Theology in Com-
munity series—guides readers to the significance of 
Christ’s deity in light of contemporary, historical,  
biblical, systematic, apologetic, and missional perspec-
tives by scholars such as Andreas Köstenberger, Ray 
Ortlund Jr., stephen Nichols, and many others.

(Crossway, HB, 311 pgs) $25.00 | $19.50

B. B. Warfield’s Scientifically Constructive  
Theological Scholarship — David P. Smith
B. B. Warfield, the “Lion of Princeton,” is perhaps 
America’s most prolific and preeminent biblical and 
theological scholar, yet he has been largely misun-
derstood and misrepresented. This apologetic on 
America’s preeminent apologist accounts for War-
field’s historical context as the author penetrates the 
defining features of Warfield’s thought and helps to 

explain its revolutionary character.
(Wipf & stock, PB, 342 pgs) $38.00 | $30.00

The Joy of Rediscovering God’s Hymnbook
Frank J. Smith
The Joy of Rediscovering God’s Hymnbook is a 101 primer 
on the ‘how to’ and the benefits of psalm singing. 
Frank smith’s little book assists the church in under-
standing the history, principles, and possibilities for 
growing its psalmsinging commitment.

(Presbyterian scholars, PB, 28 pgs) $5.00 | $4.00

What Is Baptism?
R. C. Sproul
In this Crucial Questions booklet, R. C. sproul looks 
at the chief questions surrounding baptism—such as 
its relationship to salvation and its meaning and sig-
nificance—affirming that baptism is a sign and seal 
of the covenant of grace packed with rich symbolism 
and significance.

(Reformation Trust, PB, 69 pgs) $5.00 | $3.75
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Do you like to sing? Do you enjoy listening to music? I’m 
sure you have learned songs at home, at school, and at 
church. Music is a gift of God. The angels and the saints 
in heaven sing beautiful songs of praise to God, and in His 
goodness, God has given human beings the ability to sing 
and to make music. The Bible speaks often about music 
and singing; it is a wonderful way to give thanks to God 
for all His many blessings to us.

Have you ever been asked to memorize a passage of 
scripture put to music? Have you learned songs about Zac-
cheus or David or another person in the Bible? In church 
many of you may use the Psalter, which is the book of 
Psalms set to music. Undoubtedly you know songs about 
the Lord Jesus. All these songs are a wonderful way to fill 
your mind with the treasures of the Bible. David said, “Thy 
statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage” 
(Psalm 119:54). God has given us the gift of music to help 
us remember what the Bible teaches us. Do your best to 
keep these songs fresh in your mind by singing them often.

Are all the Psalms songs of praise and thanksgiving? 
Not all of them. some of the Psalms are prayers for help; 
some of them are confessions of sin and pleas for forgive-
ness; some are cries of pain and grief. should we sing 
these songs, too? Isn’t singing supposed to be joyful? True, 
singing is a way to thank and praise God, but it is also a 
way to tell God everything that is on our hearts. When we do 
not know how to express our grief to God, we can use the 
words of the Psalms. Long ago, David and other psalm-
ists put their joys and sorrows into words and sang these 
words to their heavenly Father. When you look through 
the Psalter, you will notice that many of them are cries for 
salvation. You can use these same words to tell God your 
pain and sorrow. It brings Him glory when we use His own 
Word to talk with Him.

singing also helps us focus our thoughts. In singing, we 
are praying, whether it is to praise God or to ask something 
of Him. It is a great blessing to be able to come to God in 
prayer. Because we are sinful, our thoughts often wander 
while we are praying or reading the Bible. singing can 
help us focus and remember God’s words. We can pray 
for the Holy spirit’s blessing on our singing as well as our 
prayers and Bible reading. “By him therefore let us offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually” (Hebrews 13:15a, 
emphasis added).

singing the songs of God helps us in our work. When 
we are faced with a difficult task, singing can make it 
more pleasant. Don’t you think songs would be much 
more pleasing to God than complaints as we do our 
chores? We would be a blessing to those around us if we 
sing as we work.

singing also helps us resist and f lee from temptation. 
David said, “Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I 
might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11). When we ask 
the Lord for help in a difficult situation, He often reminds 
us of a song or Bible verse to show us the right thing to 
do. But if we have not filled our minds with godly songs 
and scripture verses, there is no treasure chest from which 
to draw out blessings. It is very important to memorize 
the songs and verses parents and teachers assign. Families 
can include singing Bible memory in their devotions, and 
learn them together.

Another blessing of music and singing is that it helps 
cheer us up when we are sad or discouraged. Again, when we 
sing the words of the Bible, we can remind ourselves of 
God’s promises. singing about Bible stories can remind us 
about God’s almighty power and faithfulness. The Holy 
spirit uses these songs to bless His children with peace 
and renewed faith in His own Word. To those who are 
seeking salvation, the precious promises of scripture put 
to music can be blessed to their souls. “sing unto him, 
sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works” 
(1 Chronicles 16:9).

Dear children, is your mind filled with songs that 
honor God? Do you love the songs that praise God? Have 
you ever noticed that the Psalms and Psalters say exactly 
what you wanted to say to God? Do not let silly or sinful 
songs crowd out the songs about God. Fill your mind with 
God’s Word and ask the Holy spirit to fill your heart and 
life with the songs of God. Jesus said, “For out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34b). 
What kind of words and songs fill your heart? What songs 
spill out of your mouth? “Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16).

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For Our Children
Diana Kleyn
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PuzzlePuzzlePuzzlePuzzle
PuzzlePuzzlePuzzlePuzzle

 1. “I will be glad and     in thee” (Psalm 9:2).
 2. “    him that rideth upon the heavens” (Psalm 68:4).
 3. “My     shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee”  

(Psalm 71:23).
 4. “    with loud instruments unto the LORD”  

(2 Chronicles 30:21).
 5. “For it is     to sing praises unto our God” (Psalm 147:1).
 6. “    among the people his doings” (Psalm 9:11).
 7. “sing unto the LORD, all the    ” (1 Chronicles 16:23).
 8. “In the night     song shall be with me” (Psalm 42:8).
 9. “I will     praises unto the LORD” (Psalm 27:6).
10. “Be     and rejoice with all the heart” (Zephaniah 3:14).
11. “He hath     excellent things” (Isaiah 12:5).
12. “His praise from the     of the earth” (Isaiah 42:10).
13. “He hath     bountifully with me” (Psalm 13:6).
14. “Many shall see it, and fear, and shall     in the LORD”  

(Psalm 40:3).

15. “With singing, and with harps, and with psalteries, and with  
timbrels, and with cymbals, and with    ” (1 Chronicles 13:8).

16. “With my     will I praise him” (Psalm 28:7). 
17. “They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy      

goodness” (Psalm 145:7).
18. “It is a good     to give thanks unto the Lord” (Psalm 92:1).
19. “singing with     in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16).
20. “Let us     his name together” (Psalm 34:3).
21. “And     of all thy wondrous works” (Psalm 26:7).
22. “Let such as     thy salvation say continually, The LORD be 

magnified” (Psalm 40:16).
23. “Let the God of my salvation be    ” (Psalm 18:46). 
24. “shew forth his salvation from     to    ” (Psalm 96:2).
25. “sing     praises with understanding” (Psalm 47:7).
26. “                                                            
                                                  ” 
 (Psalm 68:32b).

Banner Puzzles and Questions:  
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 

540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your puzzle answers to:

2 6 11 19

10 15 23

3

26 5 12 18 20 24

7 9 16 22

4 13 14 25

1 8 17 21

Look up the Scripture passages to find the missing 
word. Place it in the puzzle. The last letter of each 
word becomes the first letter of the next one.  
When you are finished, number 26 goes across.

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
 1. hearken
 2. dwell
 3. one
 4. flesh
 5. bloweth
 6. grace
 7. cry

 8. thing
 9. kingdom
10. other
11. another
12. Jesus
13. despise
14. abide

15. eternal
16. bride
17. neither
18. power
19. die
20. enter
21. without

22. arise
23. and
24. name’s
25. receive
26. Renew a 

right spirit 
within me

PuzzlE

Thanks again to all who  
answered last month’s puzzle!

Lauren Bilkes
seth Bilkes
Zach Bilkes
Phillip Boerkoel
silvia Boerkoel
Andrew Boesterd
Justin Boesterd
Matthew Boesterd
Becky Boot
shelly Boot

David Byl
Julia Byl
Mark Byl
Danny O. Davis
Henry DuHart (4)
Faith Groeneweg
Abigail Kranendonk
Matthew Kranendonk
Elijah Meschke
Lukas Meschke

 Nick Meschke
 Calum stewart  

Morrison (2)
 Joe Mosqueda
 Hanna sweetman
 Janine sweetman
 Kara sweetman
 Meghan VanDalen
 Melanie VanDalen
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The    Hymn    My    Mother  
Taught    Me

“Get away, Ben Madden! I don’t want you sneaking around 
here to see what you can put your fingers on!” scolded Betty 
Wiggins, the cross old woman who sold baked goods at the 
corner of High street.

The poor orphan boy slunk back from the tempting 
booth as indignant tears rose into his eyes. “I never in my 
life stole anything,” muttered Ben. “My mother taught me 
better than that!”

Betty Wiggins should at least have spoken a kind word 
to the lonely child. Ben had just lost his mother, a poor 
widow who had worked as long as she could in order to sup-
port herself and her son. Alice Madden had died in peace 
and faith, commending her child to the care of Him who 
said, “Thou art the helper of the fatherless” (Psalm 10:14b).

It seemed that a difficult life lay ahead of Ben. He had 
no living relative except a sailor uncle who might, for all Ben 
knew, be on the other side of the world. There was no one to 
care whether he slept under a roof or an archway, whether he 
ate or starved. Betty, who had known his mother for years, 
should have showed some compassion for the orphan and 
given him one of her loaves of bread. she would never have 
missed it, thought Ben to himself. His stomach growled; 
he’d had nothing to eat since daybreak.

As Ben stood leaning against a railing, looking wist-
fully at the piles of cakes and breads, a light cart, driven 
by a reckless young driver urging on a spirited horse, f lew 
around the corner and knocked over Betty’s booth. Tarts 
and cakes, cookies and biscuits, buns and loaves scattered in 
every direction all over the street! Had it not been for Betty’s 
sharp reprimand just moments before, Ben would have run 
forward to help her, but a feeling of resentment filled his 
heart. He was not sorry for Betty’s disaster. “she told me to 
stay away,” sulked the boy, “so I will!”

Ben would not go to the cakes, but one of the cakes 
came to him. A beautiful pink one, studded with almonds, 
and frosted with white icing rolled close to his feet. Betty 
did not notice this, for with clenched fists and f lashing eyes 
she was pouring angry words after the careless driver who 
did not even stop to fix the mess he had caused. Ben saw 
the delicious pink cake: what a temptation for a famished 
boy! Forgetful of his own words, the child picked it up and 
hurried away down the street, leaving Betty to set up her 
booth and recover any goods that had not been smashed 
on the street.

Before Ben had walked many steps he had eagerly 
devoured the little cake—and so Ben committed his first 
theft. He had forgotten the words of his mother; he had 
broken the law of God. Many sinful thoughts came into 
Ben’s mind as he wandered through the streets. Never 
before had he so envied the rich who could eat their fill 
of their favorite foods every day. With a covetous eye, he 
gazed into shops filled with things he could not buy. With a 
discontented, angry spirit, he thought of his own hardships. 
Why had his mother been taken from him? Why had he 
been left with no one to care for him? As Ben was saunter-
ing down the street, his ear caught the sound of music. It 
came from an open door leading to a nursery school.1 Ben 
dearly loved music, so he came closer and listened to the 
children’s voices singing a well-known hymn. His heart 
grew very sad and his eyes filled with tears: it was a hymn 
his mother had taught him.

The sound of that music brought to Ben’s mind his dear 
mother’s face. He was reminded of her godly words of admo-
nition and love. His thoughts were drawn back to God and 
heaven, to that bright home to which he believed his mother 
had gone. He hung his head as the children sang, “Holy 
children will be there who have sought the Lord by prayer.”2 
Ben’s heart felt as though it would burst with grief. Heaven 
is not for the unholy, the disobedient, the covetous, nor for 
those who steal. If he continued on this path, he would never 
join his mother in heaven. Would God forgive him? Would 
God give him grace to lead a new life? “Yes,” thought the 
penitent child. “I will do as my mother taught me. I will ask 
God to forgive me, and with the very first money I earn, I 
will pay for the cake that I stole.”

scarcely had he made this silent promise when a carriage 
with a lady inside it was driven up to the school. There was 
no one to help the lady step down from her carriage, so Ben 
ran forward to help her. The lady smiled kindly at him and 
handed him a coin. Now Ben could pay Betty Wiggins back! 
Had he received the money just an hour before, he would 
first have bought himself something to eat. But now his 
conscience whispered to him that this money belonged to 
Betty, and that his first duty was to pay for the stolen cake. 
“But I’m so hungry!” thought Ben as his stomach growled. 
“First I’ll buy something to eat. I’ll pay her back next time.” 
Back and forth went Ben in his mind, but then he thought, 
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“My mother taught me that if I put off doing what is right, 
I’m actually doing what is wrong.”

Ben turned in the direction of Betty Wiggins’ booth on 
High street, but before he had taken two steps, his pride 
offered another temptation. “I can’t bear to go to Betty and 
tell her I stole a cake!” Then he thought, “Maybe I could 
just walk past her booth and put the coin on the table when 
she’s not looking.” Thinking it through, Ben realized that 
this wouldn’t work either. “she would think I’m trying to 
steal from her,” he thought. Ben’s conscience would not be 
still. He remembered a text which says, “Confess your faults 
one to another” ( James 5:16a). It would be brave and right 
to go straight to Betty Wiggins and tell her he was sorry 
he had stolen the cake. It was a hard struggle for Ben. Ask-
ing God for help, he walked on again toward High street. 
Though he was scared and hungry, he wanted to obey God 
and his mother.

He soon saw Betty. It seemed to the boy that her wrin-
kled old face seemed more cross than ever. A sailor was 
standing beside the woman, buying some sweet treats. 
“Now or never,” thought Ben, who did not trust himself 
to delay. He walked straight up to Betty, held out his coin 
and said, “I took one of your cakes today. I’m sorry. Here 
is the money for it.”

“Well, Ben Madden!” exclaimed the old woman in sur-
prise. “You are more honest than I took you for!”

“Ben Madden?” echoed the sailor, looking hard at the 
orphan boy. “That’s a name I know well! Can this be the son 
of my sister, Alice, whom I have not seen for seven long years?”

“His mother was the widow of big Ben the glazier,”3 nod-
ded Betty. “He died from a fall from a window.”

“The very same!” cried the sailor, grasping the hand of 
his nephew, giving it a hearty shake. “What a coincidence 
that we met! And where’s your mother, my boy?”

Tears rushed into Ben’s eyes, as in a low voice he answered, 
“In heaven.”

The seaman’s rough hearty manner instantly changed; 
he turned away his head and was silent for several minutes 
as he struggled with his feelings. Then, laying his hand on 
the shoulder of his nephew, he said in a kindly tone, “so 
you have neither father nor mother, poor child! Well then, 
I’ll be a father to you.”

Fervently Ben thanked God, who had provided for him 
when he most needed and least expected it! With wonder, 

the orphan silently traced the steps by which his heavenly 
Father had led him. What a mercy it was that he had passed 
near the nursery school, that he had heard the very hymn his 
mother had taught him, that he had decided to be honest, 
and that his decision had brought him to Betty’s booth right 
when the sailor was standing beside it! Had Ben delayed but 
for ten minutes, he would never have met his uncle. As he 
grew up, the orphan frequently thanked God for blessing 
him through a decision which he had been strengthened to 
make at a turning point in his life, when he had stood at 
the door of the nursery school with a God-given, penitent 
heart listening to the hymn which his godly mother had 
taught him!

1. A nursery school is a school for children who are not old enough to attend 
kindergarten.

2. “O That Will be Joyful” by Thomas Bilby, 1860.
3. A glazier is one who cuts and fits window glass.

Adapted from The Hymn My Mother Taught Me and Other Stories, by A.L.O.E. 
New York: T. Nelson & sons, 1872. (Charlotte Maria Tucker [1821–1893] 
wrote under the pseudonym A.L.O.E. [a Lady of England].)
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Teachers Needed
REHOBOTH CHRIsTIAN sCHOOL, Copetown, 
Ontario, is soliciting applicants for elementary and 
secondary teaching positions beginning in septem-
ber 2013. For more information about Rehoboth, 
see our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. Please send 
a cover letter and resumé to the attention of: Mr. 
Raymond Roth, Principal, 198 Inksetter Road, P.O. 
Box 70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0; t. 905.627.5977;  
f. 905.628.4422; e. principal@rehoboth.on.ca.

PROVIDENCE CHRIsTIAN sCHOOL invites 
applications for the position of Principal for the 
2012–2013 school year. 

Providence Christian school is situated in a 
beautiful, southern Alberta rural community, min-
utes from Lethbridge. PCs has grades K–12 with 
100 students and 17 staff members. We are also 
looking into expanding our current building. We 
offer a four-day school week; competitive salaries/
benefits; a growing, committed school community; 
a dedicated team of teaching staff. 

We are looking to fill a full-time Principal posi-
tion, which may include some classroom teaching. 
Experience as an administrator is desired, as well 
as the ability to communicate with parents and the 
Providence Christian school society Board. We 
encourage qualified teachers/administrators who 
submit to God’s Holy Word and the Reformed con-
fessions, and are committed to educating children 
and youth in the Reformed Christian perspective to 
apply. Please send your resumé, references, statement 
of faith, and philosophy of Christian education to: 
Mr. Rob Kleen, Board Chair, Providence Christian 
school, Box 240, Monarch, AB T0L 1M0. For more 
information e-mail: rmkleen@hotmail.com; www.
pcsmonarch.com; phone: 403-381-4418 (school), 
403-553-0302 (home).

PROVIDENCE CHRIsTIAN sCHOOL also invites 
applications for the position of Elementary Teacher —  
Grade 2/3 for a maternity leave. Duties would com-
mence January 2013. 

We encourage qualified teachers who submit to 
God’s Holy Word and the Reformed confessions, 
and are committed to educating children and youth 
in the Reformed Christian perspective to apply. 
Please send your resumé, references, statement of 
faith and philosophy of Christian education to: 
Mr. Rob Kleen, Board Chair, Providence Christian 
school, Box 240, Monarch, AB T0L 1M0. For more 
information e-mail: rmkleen@hotmail.com; www.
pcsmonarch.com; phone:  403-381-4418 (school), 
403-553-0302 (home).
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News  &  Announcements

                                           
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge  

and under no obligation of a gift received. Other announcements and/or requests will be  
approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

RENEW NOW SO AS NOT TO MISS 2013 ISSUES
q Please renew my subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth for 2013.
     Payment is enclosed.
q Enclosed please find payment for                 gift subscriptions. Names and addresses of
     the gift subscriptions are enclosed.
q Enclosed please find a donation for a gift subscription for          prisoners.
q Please charge my VIsA/MC: #                                                                                  
     Exp. Date                     signature                                                                               

subscription price: $25.00 in the United states; $30.00 in Canada, payable in U.s. funds. 
To foreign countries $35.00 (surface mail) or $65.00 (air mail), payable in U.s. funds. 
($36.00 for The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth on cassette tape.) As rates for North 
America do not cover expenses incurred, donations are most welcome. (Back issues are 
$2.00 each.)

Name                                     
street                                      
City                                        
state/Province/Country             Zip/Postal Code         

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH
540 Crescent st. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.s.A.

RENEWAL AND GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS
Most subscriptions to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth expire with the December 2012 
issue. Please forward your renewal in the envelope provided prior to January 15 to avoid 
missing future issues (unless your church provides payment).

subscription rates for 2013 have remained unchanged. As the rates fall below costs incurred, 
donations remain indispensable. As in former years, we are trusting that many of you will be able 
to assist with smaller or larger gifts to enable us to continue keeping our subscription rates low.

Our appreciation is also extended to those of you who have donated generously for free 
subscriptions to seminaries, pastors, and prisoners. Please consider doing so again this year. 
If we had more donations for this purpose, we would be able to reach many more church 
leaders and prisoners with Reformed, experiential truth.

Please also prayerfully consider providing your friends with a gift subscription to the 
BSGT. That would be an excellent way to spread the Reformed faith and at the same time 
assist us in keeping our subscription prices as low as they are.

Finally, heartfelt gratitude to all who have assisted in providing material for The Banner 
of Sovereign Grace Truth: our ministerial brothers, assistant editor, and others for their timely 
contributions; our subscription manager; our typesetters, secretaries, and printer; and our 
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth Committee. Without you, this task would not be completed 
each month. Above all, may God command His blessing upon this work to many hearts— 
saving the lost, edifying His people, and glorifying His worthy Name. For this, we are totally 
dependent on His free and sovereign grace. — JRB

RENEW NOW!
PasTor al call

The congregation of Plymouth, Wisconsin extended 
a call to Rev. Mike Fintelman, pastor of the Hull, 
Iowa Heritage Reformed Congregation.



Ministerial anniversary

Congratulations are in order to Rev. Cornelis Harinck who on september 26, 2012 was 
privileged to commemorate that fifty years ago he was ordained as a minister of the 

gospel in the Reformed Congregation (Gereformeerde Gemeente) of Utrecht, the Nether-
lands. His ministry has not only been a blessing to many in the Netherlands, but also to 
many in North America. This is especially true for some members of our congregation in 
New Jersey who fondly remember Rev. Harinck as the pastor of the Netherlands Reformed 
Congregation of Franklin Lakes, New Jersey (1971–1974).

Rev. Harinck was born in 1933 in the province of Zeeland, the Netherlands, and already 
at the age of 24 was ordained as an elder of the Reformed Congregation of Goes. A year 

later, at the age of 25, he was admitted as a student of the Theological school of the Reformed Congregations in 
Rotterdam. After his ordination four years later, he served the congregations of Utrecht (1962–1971), Franklin 
Lakes, New Jersey (1971–1974), Dordrecht (1974–1982), Oostkapelle (1982–1993), Houten (1993–2000), and Ter-
neuzen (2000–2003). On October 1, 2003, he retired from the pastoral ministry and became an emeritus minister 
of the Reformed Congregations.

since his retirement, Rev. Harinck has remained active as a preacher and a writer. During his fifty years of 
ministry, he has written more than thirty books, among which is a recently published exposition of the Heidelberg 
Catechism. It is also his desire to still write a book about the early Christians, as well as about the cross of Christ.

May the God who called our beloved brother to preach Christ, continue to minister to him out of His fullness 
during the remainder of his pilgrimage. And may Rev. Harinck thus continue to engage in the task expressed in the 
words by which the Lord called him to the ministry, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. speak 
ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for 
she hath received of the LORD’s hand double for all her sins” (Isa. 40:1–2). —BE

rev. & Mrs. Wade Koenen

Pastor Wade Koenen and Caylee Hooult were united in 
holy matrimony on september 28, 2012. Dr. Brian DeVries 
officiated at the ceremony held at Waterton Park in south-
ern Alberta. His message was focused on Isaiah 54 with an 
exhortation to love, to have faith, to trust and to live for the 
Lord. We join in congratulating Pastor and Caylee Koenen 
and wishing them the Lord’s indispensable blessing in their 
future together.

—Chilliwack HRC Consistory 
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elections; 
Year end Gifts Needed for PrTs; 
Best Wishes for Thanksgiving

Please pray earnestly for the forthcoming elections. And don’t 
forget to vote. If all Christians in our country voted for a president 
that is anti-abortion and for defining marriage as consisting of a 
man and a woman, America would be spared from a president 
who is strongly for abortion and for same-sex marriage. Do not 
let it be said after the elections that the lack of Christian interest 
or the lack of an ideal candidate for president, moved Christians 
to abstain from voting and thereby gave our country a government 
that officially sanctions the grossly anti-biblical sins of same-sex 
marriage and the continued murder of millions of unborn babies.

We are grateful to report that $1,950,000 has been given or 
pledged to the $2,800,000 building expansion plan for the Puri-
tan Reformed Theological seminary. since $2.1 million (75% of 
the total) is needed before building may begin, we are hoping for 
year-end gifts for the building expansion of $150,000 (a matching 
gift doubles the amount you give). Meanwhile, as we expected, the 
Operation Fund is suffering; we are hoping for $400,000 in year 
end gifts to bring this fund to where it should be. Please help us 
raise these amounts to meet our present needs. To donate, see page 
8 of the PRTs Update insert in this issue of the BsGT. Many 
thanks for your prayers and generous support.

We wish you and your families a blessed Thanksgiving Day 
and Advent season. May Immanuel be altogether precious to 
you in this season. —JRB



Pastor Bartel Elshout has faithfully served the Chilliwack 
HRC for more than seven years. However, due to his dear 
wife Joan being diagnosed with breast cancer that has spread  
and her ongoing treatments in New Jersey, the Chilliwack 
consistory agreed to grant Pastor emeritus status after an 
extended leave of absence earlier this year. This decision was 
ratified by the Article 49 Committee and on september 9, 
2012 Pastor Elshout preached his farewell sermon for us. 
This was an emotional morning for the entire congregation 
since we had come to love and respect our dear pastor.

His message was focused on 2 Corinthians 13:14 with 
the theme being “A Pastoral Parting Wish.” In the intro-
duction Pastor reiterated that this was the Lord’s doing. His 
ways are past finding out. Pastor was comforted by the fact 
that he leaves us in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
says, “I will build my church.”

second Corinthians concludes with an apostolic bene-
diction. The first point of the sermon was “The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” This is the sincere wish 
and prayer of our departing pastor. God has found a way to 
be gracious to us in Christ—an undeserved favor of God. 
He transforms us into the people of God and this is the 
exact opposite of what we really deserve. Our most pressing 
need is that the grace of God continues to be with us. The 
door of grace is still open to us all. Be warned that without 
His grace we will not make 
it home. Further, we are and 
need to be kept by the power 
of God (1 Peter 1). Pastor 
reminded us that there is 
an overf lowing fountain of 
grace in Jesus Christ.

As his second point, Pas-
tor focused on the next part 
of the benediction—“That 
the love of God (the Father) be 
with you all.” It is impossible 
for God to manifest His love 
without His grace. It is Pas-
tor’s desire that we would 
experience the wonder of 
the Father’s love for us in 
our souls as defined by the 
infinite love that the Father 
has for His son. Indeed, he 
gave the son of His love as 
that great sacrifice required 
by His holiness so that sin-
ners can be saved and loved 
by Him. There is no greater 

security imaginable than to be loved by this glorious love. As 
is recorded in Romans 8:39—there is nothing that “shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

The last and final point of the sermon was “That the com-
munion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.” The Holy spirit is 
the great communicator of God’s love to us. We all need the 
ongoing ministry of the Holy spirit. He makes Jesus irresist-
ibly attractive to our souls! It was Pastor Elshout’s expressed 
desire that the work of the Holy spirit will continue to work 
wonders in the congregation. We were exhorted to glorify 
Christ and to glorify the Father through the operation of the 
Holy spirit. He is the fountain of spiritual life. The future 
of each of us, and of the congregation, is tied to His ongoing 
work, and Pastor expressed his confidence that His divine 
work would continue. He will never forsake the work of His 
own hands and it is evident that the Lord has worked His 
miraculous saving grace in the congregation. Finally, Pastor 
encouraged each one who is united in Christ to become like 
Christ. Indeed, to love Christ is to want to become like Him 
and to shine as His light in this world.

After he delivered his farewell sermon, Pastor addressed 
the congregation with a personal message. He reminded 
us that God is the builder of His church. In June, Pas-
tor preached a sermon on this truth as found in Matthew 

16:18. He is the builder of 
His church, the foundation 
of His church, the owner of 
His church, and the secu-
rity of His church. This was 
an encouraging message as 
we were again exhorted to 
focus on the Lord through 
Jesus Christ our savior. As 
Psalm 18:30 and 2 samuel 
22:31 state: “As for God, 
his way is perfect” even 
though we may not under-
stand it. Pastor testified of 
having received a clear lead-
ing from the Lord that his 
ministry in Chilliwack was 
completed. The current way 
is a deep and trying way for 
him and Joan with her seri-
ous sickness.

After this personal mes-
sage to the congregation, 
Pastor read a letter from his 
dear wife, Joan. This was a 

a PasToral ParTiNG Wish
Pastor Bartel Elshout’s Farewell to Chilliwack
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very emotional time and many tears were shed by members 
of the congregation.

Following this, Elder Corney Les addressed Pastor on 
behalf of the consistory and congregation. Pastor served 
us for more than seven years and was a faithful and caring 
shepherd. His ministry among us was truly blessed by the 
Lord as many people came to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ and there are also many who testify of growth in 
grace during his ministry here. We praise and glorify God 
that he was a blessing to the Chilliwack congregation. We 
can truly say to our pastor what Paul said in Acts 20:20 
that you have kept back nothing that was profitable to us, 
but have taught us publicly and from house to house—
repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It was with feelings similar to what is recorded in 
Acts 20:37–38 when Paul left the church at Ephesus, “And 
they all wept sore,…sorrowing most of all…that they should 
see his face no more.” We commend Pastor and Joan to the 

Lord and His care: “Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and 
he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to 
be moved” (Ps. 55:22). We closed with singing Psalter 345 
to our dear departing pastor and his wife.

Monday evening a farewell evening was held and each 
member of the congregation had the opportunity to give 
farewell greetings to Pastor.

Mr. Jim Beeke spoke a message to Pastor on behalf of 
the congregation. When we were considering a call for a 
shepherd in Chilliwack about eight years ago the focus was 
on the Israelites and how the Lord led them with the cloud 
by day and light of the fire by night through the wilderness. 
As we look back we can certainly attest to the Lord’s leading 
hand in Pastor Elshout’s ministry among us. As for God, 
His way is perfect. We commit our dear Pastor and his wife 
Joan into His hands for we know that the Lord will never 
leave you or forsake you.

—Elder Corney Les

Greetings to all those who have participated in and have supported the worship services in Bradenton, Florida over the 
course of the past quarter of a century and to those who may be planning to attend in the future. We sincerely desire your 
continued participation in this ministry for its uncertain future.

It has been nearly thirty years ago since William P. Noorduyn sr. began providing reading services for Florida winter 
worship services from November until Easter. Henry Mast soon became his assistant. The location of the services varied 
until a building was purchased and remodeled into a formal chapel setting. About 15 years ago the local government took 
over this property during a f lood control and street widening project. since then the services have been held at a rented 
room in the Red Cross headquarters.

As time went on, more ministers were enabled to lead the services. I was asked to assist with the reading services in 
1998. Due to the infirmities that accompany old age, neither Mr. Noorduyn nor Mr. Mast, who are both in their 90s, are 
able to continue to assist with the reading services.

Mr. Mast may no longer be able to come to Florida and this will likely be the last season for Mr. Noorduyn and his 
wife, Ruth, who has also been our main organist. If God supplies, I would like to continue to be of help to keep the worship 
services available for the more than 100 people that annually join us. Attendance has varied from as few as less than 10 to 
more than 90, the average being 20 to 30 until spring break when attendance is usually about 60.

Until now, Mr. Noorduyn has taken the responsibility to schedule ministers, take care of finances, reserve the facility, 
provide hospitality for guests, and be a back-up for me if due to an emergency or illness I cannot fulfill my role as one who 
prepares the room for services and reads the sermons in the absence of a minister. This has never been a “one man opera-
tion” nor should it be, which leads me to the purpose of this appeal for help.

As it is more favorable for the listeners to have more than one reader in the absence of a minister, we appeal to all current 
or former consistory members to ask the Lord if He might be inclining your heart to make a commitment to help with this 
ministry. It is not necessary for all the work to be laid on one additional person. If two or more individuals desire to help, 
it may be possible to schedule time which will be advantageous for both us and for you.

At the present time we are planning to schedule services at the American Red Cross Building located at 2905 59th st. W. 
in Bradenton, Florida at 10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. each Lord’s Day, beginning January 13, 2013 until Easter. The Heritage 
Newsletter is used to announce when ministers are scheduled.

If you are able to help, please call or e-mail Marinus staal at (616) 363-8687 or (941) 751-9970 or mcs3032@aol.com.
Time is of the essence as the scheduling of ministers often requires them to purchase airline tickets well in advance of 

their date of commitment. Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this request.
—Marinus staal

Bradenton, Florida 
Worship services
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rev. MArk keLDerMAn &  
rev. MAArTen kuivenhoven

In His infinite wisdom, God withheld rain this summer and much of our country suffered 
through drought conditions. The question often arises, “Why?” Why is there drought? 
While there may be a scientific explanation such as two recurring La Niña weather patterns 
that have sent drier than normal conditions, we know that God is ultimately in control. 
And if God is in control of all the weather patterns, we need to be asking ourselves what 
God is saying to us through them. As we look around us we see a drought of biblical pro-
portions—half of all counties in the entire United states are affected by this drought. The 
pictures in the news are astounding. Because the shelves at the local grocery store are still 
full, it does not really seem to affect us so much, so we carry on with life. But what can 
we learn from this drought?

First, could this drought in nature be a symptom of the sickness and spiritual drought 
that affects our nation? Everywhere we look, we see moral declension. Marriage is deni-
grated, life is devalued, God is marginalized, and the new tolerance of our age has in 
fact become quite intolerant. It is not difficult to be a Jeremiah these days, weeping and 
mourning over the state of our nation and our own hearts. But as we weep and mourn, 
let us not ignore the important lessons that God is teaching us. He is laying His finger 
upon the sins of our own hearts and the sins of our nation, exposing the spiritual drought 
through a natural drought.

second, have we forgotten God’s gracious dealings with us in providing for our every 
need? so often we are tempted to say, “My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten 
me this wealth” (Deut. 8:17). But God is saying, “But thou shalt remember the LORD 
thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth” (Deut. 8:18). Every single 
blessing we receive in this life f lows from the grace of God and not from ourselves. Let 
us never forget our dependence upon the God in whom “we live, and move, and have 
our being” (Acts 17:28).

Third, do we as the people of God need to be led to fresh repentance and reliance on 
the grace of God? so often we are blind to our sins and faults. But through this drought, 
is God calling us to ref lect upon our sinfulness and then turn to Him with all our sins 
(Acts 5:31; 11:18) for fresh measures of grace and an outpouring of the Holy spirit (Luke 
11:13)? Will we heed the cry of the prophet, “sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain 
righteousness upon you” (Hosea 10:12)?

Fourth, are we also learning that God is still gracious? The drought could be so much 
worse than it is; we deserve worse. We deserve more than the scorching sun and soaring 
temperatures of the summer heat. By nature, we deserve the scorching heat of God’s fury 
against sin, but God is reminding us that salvation is still available today. “Today, if you 
will hear my voice, harden not your hearts” (Heb. 3:7–8).

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of students and spiritual Formation at Puritan Reformed Theological seminary.  
Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids,  
Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email  
either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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NaTioNal NeWs
REFERENCE TO GOD RESTORED IN DNC PLATFORM
The floor of the Democratic National Convention erupted over a sud-
den move to restore to the platform a reference to “God” and rec-
ognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital—after heavy criticism from 
Republicans for initially omitting them. Democrats, though, were 
hardly in agreement over the reversal.

A large and loud group of delegates shouted “no” as convention 
chairman, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, called for the vote. 
Villaraigosa had to call for the vote three times before ruling that the 
“ayes” had it by a 2/3 majority, despite the fact that they obviously did 
not have such a majority. Many in the crowd booed after he determined 
the language would be restored.

The battle marked the biggest platform fight in either party’s con-
vention, and signaled Democrats were worried the prior language could 
have been politically damaging in a tight election year.

In the section referencing “God,” the change effectively restored 
language that had been in the 2008 platform. It now says, “We need a 
government that stands up for the hopes, values, and interests of work-
ing people, and gives everyone willing to work hard the chance to make 
the most of their God-given potential.” (Fox News)

iNTerNaTioNal NeWs
ARAB SPRING ThREATENS ChRISTIAN MINORITIES
Among the biggest losers from the current Arab political upheavals are 
the Christian minorities of the Middle East.

Long before the Arab spring, Iraq’s historic Christian community 
had shrunk dramatically, as tens of thousands fled threats and bomb 
attacks by Islamist militias. The flood of refugees pouring out of syria 
includes many of that country’s Christian minority, who fear a radical 
Islamist takeover if President Bashar al-Assad falls.

Meantime, most of Egypt’s Coptic Christians, who make up 10 
percent of the population, are deeply worried by the election of Muslim 
Brotherhood leader Mohammed Morsi as president. “There is a feeling 
that democracy has been a disaster for us,” says samia sidhom, manag-
ing editor of Watani, a newspaper that serves the Coptic community. 
(The Coptic Church dates back 19 centuries and is based on the teach-
ings of st. Mark, who took Christianity to Egypt.)

The biggest threat—the one that most terrifies Copts—is that the 
new government will push to enshrine Islamic sharia law in the consti-
tution. At present, it is the salafi-oriented Nour party that is demand-
ing the specific application of Islamic law. The Muslim Brotherhood’s 
Freedom and Justice Party still supports the current, more vague provi-
sion in the current constitution, which says sharia “principles” should 
be the basis for law. (Trudy Rubino of the Philadelphia Inquirer)

church hisTorY
The Heidelberg Catechism is a Protestant 
confessional document structured as a series 
of questions and answers for use in teach-
ing Reformed Christian doctrine. It has 
been translated into many languages and is 
regarded as one of the most influential of the 
Reformed catechisms.

Elector Frederick III, sovereign of the 
Electorate of the Palatinate from 1559 to 

1576, commissioned the composition of a new catechism for his ter-
ritory. While the Catechism’s introduction credits the “entire theo-
logical faculty here” (at the University of Heidelberg) and “all the 
superintendents and prominent servants of the church” for the com-
position of the Catechism, Zacharius Ursinus is commonly regarded 
as its principal author. Frederick wanted to even out the religious 
situation of the territory, but also to draw up a statement of belief that 
would combine the best of Lutheran and Reformed wisdom and could 
instruct ordinary people on the basics of the newfound Protestant ver-
sion of the Christian faith. One of the aims of the Catechism was to 
counteract the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, so it based 
each of its statements on the text of the Bible.

The Catechism is divided into fifty-two sections, called “Lord’s 
Days,” which were designed to be taught on each of the 52 sundays 
of the year. The synod of Heidelberg approved the Catechism 
in 1563. In the Netherlands, the Catechism was approved by the 
synods of Wesel (1568), Emden (1571), Dort (1578), the Hague 
(1586), as well as the great synod of Dort of 1618–1619, which 
adopted it as one of the Three Forms of Unity, together with the 
Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dort. Elders and deacons 
were required to subscribe and adhere to it, and ministers were 
required to preach on a section of the Catechism each sunday so 
as to increase the often poor theological knowledge of the church 
members. In many Dutch Reformed denominations, this practice is 
still continued. (Wikipedia)

PersecuTioN Focus: iraN
Iranian Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani, who was originally sentenced to 
death in his native country for his Christian faith, was acquitted of 
apostasy charges and released from custody.

Nadarkhani, 32, was imprisoned for three years and waiting execu-
tion for refusing to renounce his Christian faith. His charges were low-
ered to evangelizing to Muslims, which carried a three-year sentence. 
He was released with time served, according to the American Center for 
Law and Justice, a Washington-based watchdog group that had been 
campaigning for the pastor’s release.

“Our sources in Iran reported that Pastor Youcef was acquitted 
of apostasy and released from prison. After languishing in prison for 
almost three years, he has been reunited with his family,” Jordan seku-
low, executive director of ACLJ said in a statement to FoxNews.com. 
“International attention to this matter saved this man’s life, but we 
must not forget the human right of freedom of religion includes the 
right to freedom of expression.” According to sharia law, an apostate 
has three days to recant. The pastor refused to do so and sources close 
to the matter say executions in Iran can happen at any time, often 
without notice. The ACLJ worked with the state Department to try 
to win Nadarkhani’s freedom, and the U.s. House of Representatives 
passed a resolution earlier this year condemning his imprisonment and 
calling for his immediate release. Nearly 3 million people have voiced 
support for Nadarkhani on Twitter through the “Tweet for Youcef” 
campaign. (FoxNews)
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How kind the good Samaritan
To him who fell among the thieves!
Thus Jesus pities fallen man,
And heals the wounds the soul receives.

O! I remember well the day,
When sorely wounded, nearly slain;
Like that poor man I bleeding lay,
And groaned for help, but groaned in vain.

Men saw me in this helpless case,
And passed without compassion by;
Each neighbor turned away his face,
Unmoved by my mournful cry.

But He whose name had been my scorn,
(As Jews Samaritans despise)
Came, when He saw me thus forlorn,
With love and pity in His eyes.

Gently He raised me from the ground,
Pressed me to lean upon His arm;
And into every gaping wound
He poured His own all-healing balm.

Unto His church my steps He led,
The house prepared for sinners lost;
Gave charge I should be clothed and fed;
And took upon Him all the cost.

Thus saved from death, from want secured,
I wait till He again shall come,
(When I shall be completely cured)
And take me to His heav’nly home.

There through eternal boundless days,
When nature’s wheel no longer rolls,
How shall I love, adore, and praise,
This good Samaritan to souls!

— JOHn nEWTOn


