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SPECIAL THEME: FINANCES
In addition to opening articles on Christ’s ascension, Pentecost, and graduation, 
as well as an article related to Father’s/Mother’s Day, all of which occur in May/
June, the special theme of this issue focuses on Finances with a diversity of articles. 
These articles feature topics such as our use of money for God’s glory, contentment, 
the love of money, practical advice for budgeting, kingdom giving, the biblical view 
of prosperity, establishing financial principles for young people, and developing a 
Christian business as part of God’s kingdom work. It is our prayer that these articles 
will educate, stimulate, and encourage you to live in light of eternity and the greatest 
treasure and inheritance in Jesus Christ!
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The ascension of our Lord is one of the most comforting 
doctrines in the Bible, especially for those who suffer 
from the crippling effects of fear. Fear is a very real and 
tangible thing, even in the life of a true believer, and may 
be the result of a number of causes—persecution, the 
sudden onset of a serious disease, opposition and attack 
from within the church, a nebulous fear of the unknown 
future, and the dismal failure of government structures 
and political leaders. Indeed, the last days will see monu-
mental upheaval as evil men and seducers wax worse and 
worse (2 Tim. 2:13). The Christian, however, puts his 
faith and trust elsewhere. The Bible is very clear that once 
His work on earth was done, our Lord Jesus ascended to 
the heavens: “while they beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9). 

Once Jesus was out of sight, the writer to the Hebrews 
tells us what happened after that. He took His seat at the 
right hand of God where He now functions not only as 
our Great High Priest but also as our ruling King (Heb. 
1:19; 5:5–6; Psalm 110). The writer to the Hebrews is 
a man with a tender pastoral heart, one who knows the 
cares and concerns of the f lock he is writing to. A major 
section of his letter is focused on the High Priesthood of 
Jesus Christ and all of the implications this has for the life 
of faith. His purpose, then, is to focus our eyes upward 
and not sideward, to behold the wonder of our High 
Priestly King who is seated on the right hand of majesty. 
An implicit and unwavering belief in the reality of our 
Lord Jesus’s ascension to the highest place of authority is 
absolutely essential for us as believers if we are going to 
make it through this vale of tears to the end. 

Firmly trusting this truth about our Lord Jesus, he 
now encourages us to hold fast to this confession. Never 
let go of Him, no matter what. Above all, when life 
seems to be getting too much because of the mess within 
and the mess without, don’t fall by the wayside; don’t 
clutch at straws, and never forsake Him. Having a Great 
High Priest in the heavens offers so many comforts to 
the weary.

First, we have a place to go, even in our darkest moments. 
Believers may approach Him where He is right now, 
seated on His throne, to obtain mercy and grace in our 
every need. There is no human experience which He 
Himself has not felt to the depth of His being because 
He was tempted in all points as we are. Knowing our 
deepest fears and aff lictions, His compassion knows no 
end. We might be tempted to think that because He 
was sinless, He did not know temptation’s power. No! 
As humans we give in to temptation before it has run its 
course because we are sinners. He, as the sinless One, 
endured the relentless fury of temptation to the very end, 
leaving it limp and powerless. He knows temptation like 
no one else, yet He resisted it by never giving in to it. 
Whatever your temptation or trial may be, take it to your 
great and ascended High Priest’s throne.

Second, the exhortation to hold fast to our confession of 
Jesus is also addressed to us for the times when we are 
at our weakest. The road has become long and arduous. 
The Christian life somehow hasn’t turned out the way I 
expected it to. The Lord has let me down. Persecution for 
my faith is my common experience. I have a sickness unto 
death, inner turmoil that no one else knows about, and a 
terror for what lies ahead. These are all lamentable rem-
nants of weak human f lesh, corrupted by consequences 
of the fall. But the Word of God constantly calls us to 
look up and beyond the travail of this life to our great 
High Priest who has gone up before us as the Captain of 
our salvation, opening the way, and who has promised to 
see us through to the very end. Until then, never cease 
coming before this heavenly throne of grace where He is 
seated, to obtain help whatever your situation. To those 
of us who have f led to Him for refuge: hold fast to the 
hope set before you. 

Dr. Arthur Miskin is an Emeritus missionary minister of the Heritage 
Reformed Congregation of Burgessville, Ontario.  
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that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our profession. 

—HEBREWS 4:14



Many churches annually remember the event of Pentecost. On 
the day of Pentecost, the Father and the ascended Son gave the 
Holy Spirit in striking fullness to the church in fulfillment of 
prophecy (John 14:15–17, 26; 15:26; Acts 2). The Spirit was 
sent to the church because she needed Him; our Lord Jesus was 
going to ascend, and she would need help (John 16:5–7). Since 
the Holy Spirit is the gift of the Father and the Son for the need 
of the church, it is absolutely necessary that our church have 
the Spirit, in our congregations, families, and as individuals.

There are two further reasons we must be certain we have 
the Spirit. First, not all spirits at work are the Holy Spirit. The 
Apostle Peter warns, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adver-
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). The Apostle John also warns, 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether 
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world” (1 John 4:1). Second, not all those who say they 
possess the Spirit and claim to show miraculous signs of His 
power truly possess the Spirit. As our Lord Jesus says, “Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” 
(Matt. 7:22–23).

Knowing that the church needs the Spirit, that false spirits 
are at work, and that many who claim to serve the Lord are 
deceived, how are we to know whether we have the Holy Spirit 
in truth? Let’s prayerfully consider three personal questions 
about the Holy Spirit and ourselves, asking the Lord to guide 
us and reveal our hearts to us (Ps. 139:23–24).

IS HE OUR COMFORTER?
Our Lord Jesus characterizes the Holy Spirit as the “Com-
forter.” In calling the Spirit “Comforter,” Christ is emphasizing 
that the Spirit is like Himself. The Spirit comes alongside, 
supports, guides, helps, and encourages God’s people as Christ 
Himself did. Thus, our Lord Jesus calls the Spirit “another 
comforter.” The Spirit is a comforter like Jesus was their com-
forter; but though Christ had to ascend to the Father, the Spirit 
will constantly abide and never leave (John 14:1, 16; 16:7).

Do you need the comfort of your Lord Jesus? Do you find 
support, guidance, help, and encouragement in this life, and 
hope for the life to come, in the blessed person and work of 
Christ? If so, then only the “other” Comforter can bring such 
help. It is only the Spirit who leads us into the truth of Christ. 
No false spirits, and no amount of works—miraculous or  
otherwise—will comfort a child of God.

IS HE LEADING US INTO THE TRUTH?
Jesus characterized the Holy Spirit as “the Spirit of truth” (John 
14:7). Further, “the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 

the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you” (John 14:26). This Spirit of truth cannot be 
received by the world or seen by the world, and He is unknown 
to the world (John 14:17). But He is known by those who trust 
in Christ, dwells with those who trust in Christ, and is in those 
who trust in Christ (John 14:7). If one knows the truth, believes 
the truth, and takes comfort in the truth, they possess the Spirit 
of truth. Any other conclusion is absolutely impossible accord-
ing to the Word of God and the believer’s experience.

IS HE CRYING TO THE FATHER IN OUR HEARTS?
The Spirit’s presence and revealing of the truth are directly 
connected to having God as our Father. Since the fall, God 
the Father is in a real and powerful sense no longer the Father 
of all people. Throughout the Old Testament, God was char-
acterized as the Father of Israel, not the Father of the other 
nations. Our Lord Jesus characterizes those who do not believe 
in Him, especially the outwardly religious unbelievers, as being 
“of your father the devil” (John 8:44). Further, those who are of 
the devil do the will of their father and will not believe because 
Jesus tells them the truth: “And because I tell you the truth, 
ye believe me not” (John 8:45). However, those who have the 
Holy Spirit in their hearts are characterized very differently. 

One who has the Spirit is being led in the truths of the 
Word. They believe Christ and know the truth. They no longer 
have the devil as their father because they have the Father of 
the Lord Jesus as their Father, and “the Spirit of his Son” in 
their hearts “crying, Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6). They have the 
Spirit of His Son because of what Jesus has done (Gal. 4:4–5), 
leading to the declaration, “Wherefore thou art no more a 
servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ” (Gal. 4:7).

Those who truly have the Spirit have Him as their Com-
forter, are led in the truth, and cry to their heavenly Father 
from their hearts. This is impossible for the unbeliever: “Even 
the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:17). If any-
one cries to the heavenly Father according to the truth of the 
Word as the Comforter comes alongside him, it is impossible 
for him to not have the Spirit. The true Spirit is his and he is 
not deceived.

If we as a denomination, congregations, families, and indi-
viduals can answer “yes” to these questions, we truly do have 
the Spirit of Pentecost. Others may be led astray by false spirits 
or be deceived, but we will not be. May we always delight in 
His comfort, follow His truth, and at His prompting cry to our 
heavenly Father for help for the sake of the Son’s saving work.

Rev. Terreth Klaver is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of Chilli-
wack, BC.
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Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived 
that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and 
they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.

—ACTS 4:13

If you are a graduate or have a graduating child (either from 
elementary, middle, high school, or college/university, trade 
school, etc.), may you praise the Lord for His sustenance in 
your achievement of this milestone! The journey to this point 
often seems long, with many sharp curves and bumps along 
the way, causing us to wonder if it is worth it and tempt-
ing us to just give up. This is especially true for those to 
whom learning doesn’t come easily and requires overcoming 
one obstacle after another. God has supplied stamina and 
strength; He has blessed the effort and granted this outcome.

In this crucial juncture between completing a stage of 
study and the uncertainty of the next stage, I would like 
to encourage you from Acts 4:13 regarding what was said 
of Peter and John. We read here that they were “unlearned 
and ignorant” men, and yet the Pharisees were forced to 
acknowledge, “they had been with Jesus.” These words do not 
promote being unlearned nor do they make light of academic 
accomplishments. Rather, they show us the source of the 
apostles’ boldness, which was not found in academic quali-
fications nor in any natural characteristics they possessed. 
The source and strength of the apostle’s bold life and brave 
testimony was rooted in the spiritual knowledge of and faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

Since you graduates (and all of us) have shown our human 
ability to learn and achieve great things in learning, let me 
use this meditation to encourage you to reach higher and dig 
deeper to serve the Lord with your mind and whole being. 

First, expand your knowledge of Scripture! The disciples 
were “unlearned and ignorant” in the official classical docu-
ments and writings of the day. They did not have research 
degrees, nor were they well versed in the latest academic 
studies. Yet, they knew Scripture, quoting from Psalm 118:22 
in Acts 4:11 about the stone rejected which has become the 
cornerstone. How can you expand your knowledge of Scrip-
ture? Read it! With all your following of social media, all 
your listening to podcasts and playlists, all your watching of 
YouTube videos or other productions, never neglect or replace 
the reading of the Bible. This is basic, but I fear that as we 
become established in learning, we tend to lose our desperate 
reliance on God’s Word. Ungodly people laugh at this learn-
ing, but it leads to wisdom in the fear of the Lord.

Second, dig deeper into doctrine. Now that you can 
understand abstract concepts and deeper principles, dig into 
robust Reformed, biblical theology, not just what you have 
been spoon fed in Sunday school and repeated back in cat-
echism. Again, the disciples give us a beautiful articulation 
of the blessedness of thinking and growing theologically in 
Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” They may not have been learned in the 
philosophical principles of Judaism or Rome, but they knew 
the principles of theology. God has One Name, and Jesus is 
God. Mankind is lost, and yet there is a Savior who works 
salvation. Which doctrines are of special interest and appli-
cation to you? How can you probe their depths, enhancing 
your ability to articulate and teach them? Ultimately, how 
will more comprehension of doctrine lead to more worship 
in your heart and life?

Lastly, cultivate a steady, close acquaintance with Christ. 
He is the Master, the Maker of disciples. He is glorified and 
has ascended into heaven. The source of life and boldness 
comes from above—Christ through His Spirit living in His 
people. What does this look like for us today? It will involve 
seeking Him in prayer and having our lives “perfumed” 
by His presence. It will find us doing battle with deeply 
entrenched ungodly practices, which are found in our hearts 
and in the sphere in which we live. It will require us to boldly 
risk the disapproval of people for the faithful proclamation of 
the truth. It will cause us to sacrifice our comforts to serve 
someone else and seek the opportunity to speak the gospel 
to them. This acquaintance with Christ will bring unity to 
all our efforts, advancing the kingdom of God and heaven. 
The warning must be brought that if we are not savingly 
acquainted with Christ, we are “learned and lettered” and yet 
lost! To go to hell with academic blessings afforded us while 
refusing to bend the knee to Christ will be wretched indeed. 

So use this graduation as a launching pad! Don’t lean on 
your accomplishment but pursue greater usefulness for Christ 
and the church as you keep gathering tools for His service. 
Who knows, but maybe a different charge will be brought 
against you as it was by Festus against Paul in Acts 26:24, 
“Paul, thou art beside thyself: much learning doth make  
thee mad.”

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in Brad-
ford, Ontario.

Don’t Stop 
Learning Now!

MEDITATION  |  REV . DON OVERBEEK
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1. Reformed theology celebrates the glory of God.
The heart and soul of Reformed theology is the glory of the 
triune God (Ps. 96:3; John 17:1). For this reason, it is often 
called “God-centered” theology. B. B. Warfield said, “The 
Calvinist, in a word, is the man who sees God…God in 
nature, God in history, God in grace. Everywhere he sees 
God in His mighty stepping, everywhere he feels the work-
ing of His mighty arm, the throbbing of His mighty heart.” 
The magnificent obsession of Reformed Christianity, and 
indeed the very purpose for which mankind exists, is “to 
glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever,” as the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism says. 

2. Reformed theology uses logic, but takes its  
stand on the Bible. 
We must use logic to communicate clearly and coherently. 
Otherwise, we speak in empty riddles that darken people’s 
minds instead of bringing light. However, human wisdom 
cannot lead us to God (1 Cor. 1:21). God is so much greater 
than we are, and His ways so much higher than ours, that we 
can only know Him truly as He makes himself known in His 
Word (Isa. 55:6–11). Therefore, Reformed theology builds all 
of its doctrines upon the study and interpretation of the Bible, 
the written Word of God (Isa. 8:20). John Owen said, “The 
student of theology must demonstrate by his life the abso-
lute authority of the Scriptures, and show himself devoutly 
submitting his own will and judgment to the authority of the 
Bible in all matters.”

3. Reformed theology helps us to understand  
and apply all Scripture. 
In Reformed exegesis and hermeneutics, context is king. The 
largest context is what the whole Bible teaches on the particu-
lar topic at hand. Since all Scripture is inspired or “breathed 
out” by God (2 Tim. 3:16), the Bible presents a coherent 
message on each point of its doctrine and ethics. Reformed 
theology helps us by providing a systematic presentation of 
biblical truth so that we can interpret Scripture with Scripture 
(“the analogy of Scripture”). The Westminster Confession of 
Faith says, “The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture 
is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when there is a question 
about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not 
manifold, but one), it must be searched and known by other 
places that speak more clearly.”

4. Reformed theology is historical and confessional. 
Tradition can be the bane or blessing of the church. Tradition 
hurts the church when we elevate it to divine authority (Matt. 
15:6–9) but helps the church when each generation receives, 
examines, and passes on what our predecessors learned from 
the prophetic and apostolic word (2 Tim. 2:2). Innovation 
can be very helpful for technology, but in Christian doctrine 
we should seek the “old paths” (Jer. 6:16) in order to hold to 
“the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 
3). Reformed theology informs our faith with centuries-old 
Christian doctrinal standards such as the Belgic Confession, 
the Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons of Dort, and the 
Westminster Confession and Catechisms.  

5. Reformed theology holds to ancient orthodoxy. 
Reformed theology does not depart from our ancient Chris-
tian heritage but affirms the catholic, orthodox doctrines of 
God and Christ that form the backbone of the great con-
fessional tradition of worldwide Christianity. Though the 
Reformers were excommunicated by the Roman Catholic 
Church, they did not cast off the Trinitarian faith of the 
councils of Nicaea, Constantinople, Ephesus, and Chalce-
don. They affirmed the doctrines that God is three persons 
in one divine nature (Matt. 3:16–17; 28:19), and that God 
the Son took a truly human nature without ceasing to be 
fully God—two natures in one incarnate person (John 1:1, 
14). Reformed theologians have proven ardent defenders 
of the orthodox doctrines of God and Christ against her-
esies old and new because those doctrines are revealed in  
God’s Word. 

6. Reformed theology exalts Jesus Christ  
as our only Mediator.
Christ is everything to believers (Col. 3:11). The Holy 
Scriptures teach us to “count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 
3:8). Earlier we noted that Reformed theology is God- 
centered; here we clarify that it is centered on the triune God 
who comes to us through the only Mediator, Jesus Christ. 
The Puritans portrayed the gospel as the greatest love story 
ever told—the Father’s heavenly match of His perfect Son 
with His fallen and sinful bride, the church. They traced in 
glowing detail His mediatorial office as the Prophet, Priest, 
and King of His people. The knowledge of Christ is a topic 
of immeasurable glory, “the unsearchable riches of Christ” 

Ten Things You Should Know about  
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(Eph. 3:8). John Flavel said, “The study of Jesus Christ is the 
most noble subject that ever a soul spent itself upon…. God’s 
heart is opened to men in Christ.”

7. Reformed theology presents a comprehensive 
worldview—more than five points. 
When people ask, “What is Reformed theology?” they often 
receive an answer couched in terms of “the five points of 
Calvinism,” the doctrines of total human depravity, uncon-
ditional divine election, Christ’s death for the elect, God’s 
sovereignty in saving them, and their final perseverance in 
grace to eternal life and glory. Or, they might hear the five 
sola (Latin for “alone”) principles: standing on Scripture 
alone, we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in 
Christ alone, to the glory of God alone. 

However, a survey of a Reformed catechism or systematic 
theology shows that there is much more to Reformed theol-
ogy than the doctrine of salvation. Reformed theology also 
includes the biblical doctrines of God’s eternal being and 
works of creation, providence, and government; of the origin 
of mankind, our nature, our fall into sin and its consequences; 
of Christ’s glorious person, natures, offices, incarnation, suf-
ferings, and death, and the glory that followed; of the Spirit 
and His work in creation and redemption; of the church, 
its constitution, mission, and ordinances; of the Christian’s 
experience of grace, his life of thankful service in obedience 
to God’s law, and the ministry of prayer; and finally, the glo-
rious things that are yet to come as God accomplishes all His 
holy will. Reformed theology is a proclamation of “the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27) insofar as God has revealed it 
for us to know (Deut. 29:29).

8. Reformed theology breathes a spirit of  
practical godliness. 
God-centered teaching calls us to God-centered living. The 
Word aims to inculcate the wisdom of God’s Word through 
faith in Christ (2 Tim. 3:15), and the beginning of wisdom 
is the fear of the Lord (Prov. 9:10). Though it is possible to 
do theology in a spiritually arid, merely intellectual manner, 
Reformed theology’s aim has historically been the same as 
Paul had in his teaching: “charity out of a pure heart, and 
of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned” (1 Tim. 1:5). 
Reformed divines often speak of “piety” as a synonym for 
“true religion.” John Calvin said, “Indeed, we shall not say 
that, properly speaking, God is known where there is no reli-
gion or piety…. I call ‘piety’ that reverence joined with love of 
God which the knowledge of his benefits induces.” Although 
Reformed theology can be taught on a high academic level, 
it aims to expound the knowledge of God in such terms that 
children can practice it at home and adults, in their trades 
(Col. 3:20–25). Gisbertus Voetius, a renowned professor of 

Reformed theology, regularly gave his time to catechizing 
orphans. The English Puritans encouraged people with no 
more than a basic education to have family devotions so that 
God’s Word permeates all of life (Deut. 6:7). The men of Old 
Princeton held that “truth is in order to goodness.”

9. Reformed theology promotes evangelism  
and missions. 
Reformed doctrine has been treasured by some of the great-
est evangelists of all time, such as George Whitefield and 
Jonathan Edwards. The missionary expansion of the church 
came as God’s answer to the prayers of Reformed and Pres-
byterian churches, taught by the Westminster Directory for 
the Public Worship of God to intercede for “the propagation 
of the gospel and kingdom of Christ to all nations.” Reformed 
theology is a worldview of missionary optimism, because 
Christ shall surely save all whom the Father gave Him, all 
the sheep for whom He died, as they hear His voice calling 
to them in the gospel (John 6:37–39; 10:11, 16, 26–29). Such 
Reformed optimism prompted William Carey to say that we 
must “expect great things” and “attempt great things” in our 
missionary endeavors. Furthermore, the God-centered per-
spective of Reformed Christianity offers the highest motive 
that can sustain an evangelist or missionary: “for his name’s 
sake they went forth” (3 John 7).

10. Reformed theology sustains faithful preaching and 
evokes continual praise.
The Reformers and Puritans theologized in their preaching 
and preached their theology. The Reformers and Puritans 
took their cue as preachers from the apostle Paul: “I believed, 
and therefore have I spoken” (2 Cor. 4:13). This was not 
merely a method they embraced, but the fruit of their encoun-
ter with the living God through the truths of His Word. Like 
Paul, they preached God’s Word as in God’s presence (2 Cor. 
2:17; 2 Tim. 4:1–2). And like Paul, their theology overf lowed 
in blazing doxology (Eph. 1:3–14). Thus, Reformed theology 
is a grand assertion that “of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things: to whom be glory forever” (Rom. 11:36). 
Wilhelmus à Brakel said, “God possesses within Himself all 
glory and worthiness to be served,” and therefore, true godli-
ness is “to live unto God at all times and in all things with all 
that he is and is capable of performing,” for “He is God and 
by virtue of His nature this is His worthy due.”

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Paul M. Smalley is his 
Teacher’s Assistant.
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Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 101
I’m more than certain it’s not easy being an editor of a 
denominational periodical like the Banner, keeping edifying 
material before the readers month after month. I admire 
that ability. But every now and then an article is assigned to 
a writer not particularly adept in the assigned subject area. 
That unqualified writer would be me. Notwithstanding….

Father’s Day has been around since the Middle Ages 
and is apparently observed in over 110 countries. Mother’s 
Day, oddly enough, came into being only in the early twen-
tieth century and is celebrated in a little over 40 countries, 
though days commemorating motherhood existed sporadi-
cally much earlier. The observance is not commanded by 
Scripture, per se, and was likely initiated by well-meaning 
people. The commercialization of these holidays, however, 
has prompted not a few complaints.

In light of the aforementioned, should we simply end 
this article right here? Not quite. The main objection to 
these holidays is not their existence nor their regularity, but 
their frequency. Why?

When God summarized His will for us, He gave us ten 
short statements we refer to as the Ten Commandments. 
These are areas of obedience and worship particularly 
important to God. One of them reads, “Honor thy father 
and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee” (Ex. 20:12). The 
restatement of this in Deuteronomy 5:16 reads, “Honor thy 
father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath com-
manded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it 
may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee.” Jesus repeats this injunction twice (Matt. 
15:4 and Matt. 19:19). It is found in all three synoptic gos-
pels. The apostle Paul also highlights it in Ephesians 6:2. 
Would something repeated this many times in Scripture 
lead anyone to conclude that honoring one’s parents ought 
to be a twice-per-year observance? 

Of course, it is wonderful for us all to be reminded to 
show thankfulness to our parents for all they’ve done for us. 
So there’s no argument against observing commemorative 
days. But three real deficiencies do exist. 

First, an increasing number of fathers and mothers are 
frankly not worthy of commendation. The leading cause of 
death in the world today, by far, is not disease or disasters, 
but mothers deliberately ending their unborn children’s 
lives. A leading cause of societal and cultural demise in the 
Western world today is absentee fathers, even if they still 
live at home. Preachers may no longer assume that referring 
to a heavenly Father automatically elicits positive thoughts 
in their hearers.

Second, even the best of fathers and mothers are, as 
one author describes earthly blessings, “scattered beams.”1 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights” (James 1:17). No 
father or mother is intrinsically good but is, instead, living 
on borrowed goodness given by God. This is not to say that 
heartfelt thanks should be denied to faithful fathers and 
mothers. But let us not fail to give glory to whom glory is 
ultimately due, also on these holidays.

Thirdly, while there are celebratory days for earthly 
fathers and mothers, did we ever notice the absence of a 
day set apart for the Father of all fathers? And how about 
a day set apart to thank God for His church, sometimes 
referred to as the “mother” of believers? In this we can see 
the truth that man by nature tends to honor the creature 
rather than his Creator (Rom. 1:25). We’re certainly not 
equating honoring one’s parents (a command of Scripture) 
with idolatry. But the absence of God the Father from cul-
tural observances is telling.

Despite the aforementioned disclaimers, let us truly 
be thankful to the Lord and to our parents, as much as 
Christian charity allows. For those whose parents are lost 
and live lives of selfish indulgence, may we adopt an atti-
tude of compassion and prayer toward them. What must 
life be, and what shall the end of such a life be, when lived 
without true repentance? As for those with godly or other-
wise exemplary parents, give thanks to God for them, and 
express appreciation to them. Such are truly gifts of God. 
To those who owe a debt of gratitude to God and their 
parents but who, sadly, have gone astray themselves, turn 
first to the Father above, through Jesus Christ, and seek 
reconciliation with Him. Then bring repentance full circle 
to your Dad and Mom, even as the prodigal did to his father 
in Jesus’s parable.

Finally, in the midst of all the brokenness in this world, 
with its dysfunctionality and sin, Scripture calls out to us 
with radiant hope: “When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then the LORD will take me up” (Ps. 27:10). And from 
that blessed vantage point, let us go on to honor the Lord by 
living out, by God’s grace, 2 Corinthians 1:2–3, “Blessed be 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comforteth us 
in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God.” 

1. Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. 17: Sermons and 
Discourses, 1730-1733.

Rev. David Lipsy is a pastor in the Heritage Reformed Congregation of Bur-
gessville, Ontario.
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One of the aspects of growing older is the desire to get mar-
ried, to have a family of your own. God already said in Paradise 
to a perfect man, it is not good that the man should be alone 
(Gen. 2:18). This is the first time in the history of the universe 
that God reacted to anything by saying, it is not good. God has 
created us as men and women for each other, as our marriage 
form reminds us. This meshing of husband and wife happens 
on many levels: the physical, the emotional, and the spiritual. 
The form for marriage used in our churches says one of the 
purposes of marriage is that husband and wife would joyfully 
belong to each other and help each other in natural and spiritual 
things. As a teenager or young adult, when you see two people 
joyfully belong to each other, it stirs in you the healthy desire 
to go through life the same way yourself. 

At the same time, we live in a fallen world. Nowhere does 
this brokenness and sinfulness display itself more than in mar-
riage. Marriage has become a battle zone, not just a privilege 
and delight. Part of this fallenness is that not everyone gets 
married, no matter how much we desire it. Living with such 
desires is not always easy. As a teenager and young adult, it 
pleased the Lord to leave me single for many years. In part, I 
chose this at least initially because I wanted to focus on eight 
years of study needed in college and seminary to become a 
pastor. But as the years went by, it became increasingly dif-
ficult for me. I grew to dislike weddings the older I got. It was 
hard, of course, to be happy for others, but each wedding was 
a painful reminder that I was still single. I ended my eight 
years still single, a fact I found hard to accept. I had prayed 
for a godly spouse daily since I was sixteen and yet now I was 
twenty-five with seemingly no answer in sight. Sometimes 
well-meaning people reminded me that a pastor should not be 
single, or would encourage me to find a girlfriend. Yet in God’s 
providence, one was not forthcoming.

You can gripe
It is easy to develop a complaining spirit toward others or even 
toward the Lord. You can wonder deep down, doesn’t the Lord 
know I don’t want to be single, that I need a spouse? (1 Cor. 
7:2). Why did God create me with these desires if He is not 
going to supply an answer? God’s goal in this present world is 
not to make all our dreams and desires come true. It is to pre-
pare His people for eternal life. Sometimes God works through 
loss, through frustrated desires, and through disappointment 
as even the apostle Paul had to learn (2 Cor. 12:7–10). If you 
read the Psalms, you realize that God welcomes a pouring out 
of your heart even if you express yourself in the blindness pain 
sometimes brings. Sins of self-expression can also be covered 
by the grace of the sympathetic High-Priest on the throne of 
grace (Heb. 4:14–16). Loss and pain are usually more profitable 
spiritually than blessing and gifts. 

You could grab 
This means, you can start to try to go out with anyone and 
everyone. You can desperately attempt to start a relationship 

with just about any eligible person you meet, even if you limit 
yourself to church circles. If you don’t stop to ask yourself 
whether your characters, convictions, and lifestyle match, you 
can get yourself into a painful situation. If you throw yourself 
at others, you set yourself and others up for the heartbreak of 
a failed relationship because you did not prayerfully seek the 
counsel of others or the Lord. Proverbs reminds us that it is 
better to live on the corner of a rooftop than in a mansion with 
a contentious person. A bad marriage is a greater burden to 
bear than no marriage. Sometimes people turn to the internet 
to find a spouse. It is undeniable that God has brought people 
together into solid relationships this way. Yet the internet 
requires an extra measure of care and consultation with others, 
because you cannot really get to know someone online without 
interacting with them in daily life in the presence of others.

The most spiritually destructive way to grab is to go out 
with a non-Christian. This is clearly forbidden by God, and 
yet sometimes people in desperation reach for an unbeliever. 
Though sometimes God changes and redeems such, and we can 
rejoice every time He does so, most of the time the person does 
not become a true Christian. What heartbreak follows when 
you discover that your spouse is politely tolerant of the living 
God, but really disinterested. If you know the Lord yourself, 
you are actually married to one of His enemies. This devastates 
you in ways you can hardly imagine without experiencing them 
yourself. I have a family member who has said to me, you warn 
young people about this and use me as an example. My children 
don’t want to go to church, to pray or listen during Bible read-
ing. They say, “Dad doesn’t, so why should I have to?” 

You can grow
Instead of focusing on yourself or on people, you can learn to 
serve the Lord with your singleness (1 Cor. 7:32). Marriage is 
really temporary typology. Marriage is meant to picture the 
communion had with God in eternal life. This communion is 
possible and blessed even in singleness on earth. You can take 
the opportunity to serve others, and to enjoy trips or training 
opportunities. The most important lesson you can learn during 
singleness is to glorify God and to trust in the Lord. In my own 
case, being single meant I could study in the Netherlands for a 
year. Not only did the Lord provide me with a wonderful wife 
there, but He also blessed me with spiritual relationships there 
that I still enjoy and benefit from. Looking back, I can say: 
The Lord knew exactly what He was doing, and He provided 
in the best possible way.

This does not mean everyone who desires marriage gets 
married. Daniel in God’s providence became a castrated slave 
in Babylon (Isa. 39:7). Yet God was with him! Perhaps you 
carry the hidden burden of unwanted homosexual desires. 
Such brokenness cannot always be cured on earth. But you 
should not consider yourself rejected by God. For He can be 
your companion and Savior in any possible circumstance of 
life, also in such singleness!
Rev. Eric Moerdyk is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Monarch, Alberta.
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Beyond doubt, one of the most pathetically poignant 
scenes in Scripture is that of Christ standing outside the 
door of the church in Laodicea knocking to enter (Rev. 
3:20). Here was a prosperous church going through the 
motions of worship, all the while unaware that the Christ 
it professed to worship was absent. I wonder how often 
this biblical scene is repeated in what appears to be the 
very best churches in our time. The place of public wor-
ship should be a holy place sanctified by the presence of 
the Lord. It is tragic when worship activity occurs without 
the divine presence. 

If it is tragic when worship occurs without the presence 
of God, it is even more tragic when worship drives God 
away. Ezekiel 8 pictures such a sad state of affairs in the 
temple of Ezekiel’s time. Filled with mysterious visions, 
confusing symbols, and seemingly irrelevant details, the 
book of Ezekiel is one of the most difficult Old Testament 
books to understand, and consequently it is often ignored. 
But Ezekiel provides almost unparalleled insight into the 
nature of God. The book throughout reveals God’s glori-
ously holy presence with its corollary implications and 
demands. In the particular vision recorded in chapters 8 
through 10, God’s glorious presence is contrasted with 
Israel’s perverse sinfulness. The vision progresses down-
ward until “the glory of the LORD departed” from the 
very threshold of the temple (Ezek. 10:18). The Lord’s 
departure from the place of worship is one of the dangers 
associated with worship. When Ichabod (“no glory”) is 
written over the church entrance, it would be best to close 
the doors altogether. Ultimately, that is what God did to 
the temple. 

In the part of the vision I want to consider, the Lord 
enabled Ezekiel to see worship in the temple as He saw 
it. Anyone else would have seen the rituals performed 
precisely as Moses had prescribed. But what would have 
been impressive to natural sight was an absolute abomina-
tion from God’s perspective. The application extends to 
modern worship in the church as well. How the Lord sees 
the church is infinitely more important than what appears 
on the surface. What goes on in the heart is always more 
crucial than what goes on in the pew. I have to wonder, 
how much of what impresses us as legitimate worship is in 
reality loathsome to the Lord? Let me sum up the vision in 
Ezekiel 8 by noting why and when God’s presence departs 
from the place of worship. It is a sobering message.

GOD LEAVES WHEN HIS GLORY IS SHARED
Although Ezekiel remained bodily in Babylon, in this 
divinely revealed vision, the Spirit snatched him up by his 
hair and f lew him to the temple in Jerusalem (Ezek. 8:3). 
He immediately saw two mutually exclusive things, and 
this was the problem. On the one hand, he saw the Lord: 
“And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there” 
(Ezek. 8:4); it was the same manifestation of divine glory 
that previously had caused him to fall on his face (Ezek. 
1:28). Falling on his face was the right thing to do. Seeing 
the majestically holy, glorious, and sovereign Lord as He 
graciously reveals Himself should generate that submis-
sive and humble response. The Lord is the only legitimate 
object of worship, and His glory belonged in the temple. 

But sadly, Ezekiel saw something else in the temple, 
something that did not belong there: “the seat of the 
image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy” (Ezek. 
8:3, 5). The exact identity of this image that incited car-
nal passion and provoked divine wrath is disputed. But 
its presence, not its precise identity, is the crucial issue. 
It is noteworthy, however, that during the wicked reign 
of Manasseh, such images were actually in the temple  
(2 Kings 21:3–7), and this may be an allusion to the pagan 
goddess Asherah (translated “grove” in the Authorized 
Version). During the righteous reign of Josiah, however, 
the images were removed (2 Kings 23:6). If this is the 
allusion, then Ezekiel’s seeing the image there is all the 
more significant. God enabled the prophet to see through 
the religious sham. Although the material image was not 
there, the spirit of the image was there in the hearts of the 
worshippers. Josiah could reform the fashion of worship, 
but he could not transform the hearts of the idolaters.

Man is such a natural idolater that an image does not 
have to be materially in place for him to violate the first 
commandment: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” 
(Ex. 20:3). The Lord demands total allegiance and will not 
tolerate divided worship or permit competition with Him-
self: “I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will 
I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images” 
(Isa. 42:8). Whether images rest on pedestals or reside 
in hearts, God is infinitely jealous for His name and His 
glory, and He will leave a place before He shares His place 
with anything else. Ezekiel’s x-ray vision exposed what was 
really happening in the minds and hearts of those going 
through the motions of worshipping Jehovah. The time 

A WARNING from EZEKIEL

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY   DR. MICHAEL P. V. BARRETT
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had come for the Lord to “go far off ” from the sanctuary 
(Ezek. 8:6). He had to leave. Years earlier the Philistines 
had stolen the ark, and the name Ichabod told the tale  
(1 Sam. 4:21–22). It was deplorable when the enemy held 
the ark hostage; it is far more calamitous when a people 
professedly worshipping the Lord actually drive Him 
away. The sad fact is that it happens. 

GOD LEAVES WHEN HIS GOSPEL IS REPLACED
The principal lesson about true worship, pictured and 
prophesied by the temple ritual, is that God is approach-
able only through the blood of atonement. Without the 
shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness (see Lev. 
17:11; Heb. 10:22), and without forgiveness there can be 
no fellowship with God (see Ps. 65:3–4). Therefore, any 
worship or religious routine that minimizes, denies, or 
distracts from the central truth of the atonement—the 
foundation of the gospel—is in jeopardy of missing the 
Lord. Of course, the ultimate reality is that Jesus Christ 
is the gospel. Apart from Christ and His atoning work, 
true worship is impossible. Any worship bypassing Christ 
is false worship.

Although the Old Testament revealed the person and 
work of Christ in many ways, the rituals of the tabernacle 
and temple vividly portrayed in particular His atoning 
work. Understanding this truth explains the shameful 
severity of what Ezekiel witnessed in his temple vision. 
The first thing he saw was the image of jealousy erected at 
the north entrance of the temple (Ezek. 8:3, 5). The mere 
presence of the image was bad enough, but the placement 
of the image exposed the depths of the people’s ungodly 
folly. The northern gate was the altar gate, the place where 
sacrifices were offered (see Lev. 1:11). By setting aside 
the sacrifice and finding a substitution for the blood, 
they assumed that God was different from what He is, 
that man is different from what he is, and that sin is less 
severe than it is. 

When God’s way of worship is set aside, men are left 
to their own devices and imaginations in their vain efforts 
to approach God. What Ezekiel saw was nothing more 
than “Cain” worship, worship that never works. Once 
the blood is rejected, hell is the only limit to what a base 
and unregenerate heart can contrive as worship (see Rom. 
1:18–32). As Ezekiel pushed forward through the temple 
(Ezek. 8:8), he saw the worship of animals (Ezek. 8:10), 
of Tammuz (Ezek. 8:14), and of the sun (Ezek. 8:16–18). 

The images of the creeping things and abominable 
beasts plastered all over the walls vividly violated the sec-
ond commandment (Ex. 20:4). The worship of Tammuz 
revealed a God-for-profit motive. Tammuz was a fertility 
god who in times of drought and famine was confined to 
the underworld. His escape from the underworld resulted 
in crops and prosperity. Since prosperity depended on 
the welfare of Tammuz, worship was a means of keeping 
him around. Even today many seek to worship God with  
Tammuz theology. To use worship as a means of manipu-
lating God for personal interest or gain is a violation of 
the third commandment (Ex. 20:7). God will not be used. 
The sun worshippers represent the violation of the first 
commandment itself (Ex. 20:3). That they faced the ris-
ing sun with their backs to the temple (Ezek. 8:16) is a 
graphic demonstration that true worship and false worship 
are mutually exclusive. 

It is not surprising that the word abomination occurs 
repeatedly in this temple vision (Ezek. 8:6, 9, 10, 13, 15, 
17). Referring to something disgusting, detestable, and 
unacceptable, this word often designates idolatry and false 
worship. It is not surprising that God’s presence would 
leave such a place. The Lord promised to meet His people 
at the place of sacrifice (Ex. 29:42–43); there is, therefore, 
no hope of His presence apart from atonement. To replace 
the gospel with anything is to be left alone.

False worship always betrays a blindly ignorant mis-
interpretation and misrepresentation of the Lord. When 
men don’t see the Lord for who He is, they convince 
themselves that God does not see them, either. Those 
committing the abominations convinced themselves in 
their supposedly dark and secret places that the “Lord 
seeth us not” (Ezek. 8:12). Ironically, while they were 
professing God’s blindness to them and their behavior, the 
Lord was looking right at them, or, more precisely, right 
through them. And in view of what God saw, there was 
nothing He could do but leave (Ezek. 10:18) and declare 
His necessary judgment: “Therefore will I also deal in 
fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and 
though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will 
I not hear them” (Ezek. 8:18). If the presence of God is 
fullness of joy (Ps. 16:11), then His absence is judgment. 
Ezekiel’s warning is clear enough: men must worship God 
alone in His way alone—or else.

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and an 
ordained minister in the Heritage Reformed denomination.



The little word “Yes” has a special meaning. Typically, we love 
it when someone says “Yes” to us. Children love that word on 
their parents’ lips, after they have long asked for a dog, a bike, 
or something else they want. Husbands, you remember when 
the woman to whom you proposed marriage said “Yes.” Those 
of you who have moved to another country, you remember 
how special it was to get the response: “Yes, you may enter 
the country.” These are memorable “Yesses.”

But none of these compare to the “Yes” which God’s Word 
speaks in the gospel, a “Yes” that gives much more than an 
earthly gift, relationship, or nationality. God’s “Yes” in the 
gospel gives hope and confidence, a future, and a message for 
others, as Paul spoke so decisively to the Corinthians:

But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea 
and nay. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 
preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus 
and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was 
yea. For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in 
him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. Now he which 
stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, 
is God; who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest 
of the Spirit in our hearts (2 Cor. 1:18–22).

THE YES IN THE GOSPEL
Paul’s relationship with the Corinthians had been challeng-
ing for some time. Although God had used Paul to plant a 
church in the proud and hedonistic city of Corinth, after Paul 
left this f ledging church, it was attacked by Satan with divi-
sions, sexual immorality, spiritual pride in spiritual gifts, and 
a swarm of other problems. In Ephesus, where he was now 
ministering, Paul heard troubling reports about how things 
were going in Corinth. Paul wrote to them a few times about 
plans he had to visit Corinth again. But because of how things 
were going, he ended up making an unannounced, early visit 
(see 2 Cor. 2:1). That visit did not go well: it seems that the 
advice Paul gave was not well received.

After Paul left Corinth, his opponents used these events 
against him. They started saying things like: “You can’t trust 
Paul. He says he will come, and then he doesn’t. Then he 
comes but doesn’t announce it. Paul is unpredictable. Paul is 
fickle and can’t be trusted. He’s a ‘yes-no’ man. He says ‘yes,’ 
but does ‘no.’ He says ‘no,’ but does ‘yes.’ If we can’t trust his 
word, we can’t trust his preaching, either.”

How does someone deal with opposition like this? Paul’s 
preaching was being undermined. Should he throw in the 
towel? Should he stoop to the level of his detractors and 
defend his every thought and action, and point out all their 
shortcomings while he was at it?

Thankfully, Paul does none of these things. He believes 
that God turns all things for good, even evil (see Rom. 
8:28), and so when he sees evil, he sees a platform for good. 
He writes to the Corinthians: “But as God is true, our word 
[=message] toward you was not yea and nay” (2 Cor. 1:18). 
In other words, when we preached to you, we were not going 
back and forth between “yes” and “no.” We were not incon-
sistent. The gospel we preached can be trusted.

What is Paul saying here? He is saying something about 
how the gospel can be summarized, in one word. It’s as if he’s 
asking: “Which one word—Yes or No—could summarize 
what I’ve preached to you?” It surely is true that God says 
“No” to sin, and that sinners are under condemnation. Heaven 
is closed to them. The reason that we are under condemnation 
is because we have said “No” to God. Paradise is closed to us 
if we remain as we were born. This truth was certainly part 
of Paul’s preaching (e.g., Rom. 1:18–3:20). Yet, in its essence, 
the gospel is not God saying “No” to His fallen image-bearer. 
Instead, at its very heart, the gospel is this: God has made 
a way for sinners to be reconciled to Him in His Son Jesus 
Christ. In Christ, and because of His vicarious life and death, 
God says “Yes” to reconciliation, to peace, to forgiveness, to 
life, to joy, to a future! God was in the world reconciling sin-
ners to himself (2 Cor. 5:19). Though we deserve an eternal 
“No” because of our sin, the gospel tells of a “Yes” for sinners, 
for enemies, for ungodly ones, for you who find that every 
door that you try to open to get back to God is closed to you. 
There is entrance through Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the 
door” (John 10:7).

So many hear the good news of the gospel, and yet their 
ears and hearts remain closed to it. They answer the gospel 
with their own firm “No.” Have you done that? Has your 
response been one of unbelief and disobedience? Why would 
you turn away from God’s way to be reconciled to Him? 
When we submit to God’s way of saving sinners in faith, 
then the “Yes” of God’s gospel finds an echo in our lives.

Preachers must beware of inconsistent and unbiblical gos-
pel preaching. Some preaching seems determined to muff le 
the “Yes” of the gospel, or to prevent some of its hearers from 
hearing that “Yes.” Paul would have nothing of a soft “Yes” 
and a loud “No,” or a tentative “Yes” followed by a resounding 
“No.” There is a kind of preaching which brief ly opens the 
door before the people, only to shut it again, leaving people 
with an “If only.” This is not biblical preaching.

Paul ’s message was different. He wrote: “Our word 
toward you was not yea and nay” (2 Cor. 1:18). How did he 
summarize his preaching? Think of Romans 1:16: “For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 

The Gospel Solidity of God’s “Yes” (1)

NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY | DR. GERALD M. BILKES 2 Corinthians 1:18–22

104  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  MAY/JUNE 2019



God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” Remember 
1 Corinthians 2:2: “For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” In our 
focus passage, Paul mentions the names of Timothy and Silas 
as well (2 Cor. 1:19), to make clear that all three of them said 
the same thing, and by two or three witnesses everything 
shall be established. Paul appeals not just to human wit-
nesses, but begins the verse by saying: “As God is true…” 
(2 Cor. 1:18). In other words, He appeals to the faithfulness 
of God. Whatever you might say about people, including 
ministers, God’s great faithfulness is unshakable. His word 
can always be trusted. God is not open toward you today 
and against you tomorrow. He doesn’t give a “Yes” with one 
hand and take it away with the other. What He has said, He 
will do.

THE YES THAT IS JESUS CHRIST
The Lord Jesus has many names in the Bible, all of which 
are precious: the Good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, the Rod of Jesse, the Bright and Morning Star, and 
so on. Paul gives a very special name to Christ: “Yes.” He 
is God’s “Yes” to sinners. In Christ, God doesn’t reject sin-
ners and cast them out if they come to Him, but He accepts 
them, saves them, keeps them, and loves them. He approves 
of those who come to Him.

Notice how Paul refers to Christ in verse 19: “For the Son 
of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us…
was not yea and nay, but in him was yea….” The Son of God 
is “Yes,” God’s “Yes.” In other words, God’s faithfulness and 
reliability is most of all seen in His Son, the eternal, majestic 
Son, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 
13:8), and who is preached in the gospel. In it He comes close, 
nearby, even “among you,” the text says. Christ comes riding 
into our midst through preaching, doesn’t He? Believers know 
and experience the light, the warmth, the heart-melting love 

of Christ as He is preached in His natures and offices, His 
states and victory, His intercession and shepherdly care. What 
an eternal, unshakeable “Yes”!

Think of the years when Jesus was on earth. What a “Yes” 
He was! They were used to hearing a “No” from the nations 
that ruled them, as well as from their religious leaders, many 
of whom, we read, hid the key of knowledge (Luke 11:52) 
and would not let the people enter the kingdom of heaven. 
The law also said “No” to them, along with the strictures 
of the rituals that they were under for a time, until the full 
revelation of the gospel would come with Christ. In contrast, 
the shepherds heard of a Savior, lying in a manger, good tid-
ings that shall be to all people (Luke 2:10–12). He was so 
accessible, so available, so inviting, as He called to the masses 
of heavy-laden sinners (Matt. 11:28). Even when He seemed 
to say “No,” as He did to the Syro-Phoenician woman (Matt. 
15:24), it was only to draw her closer to Himself.

Especially on the cross Christ displayed the great “Yes” 
of the gospel. He endured the contradiction of sinners, who 
were saying, “Away with Him!” He endured the curse of 
God, bearing it for sinners. He endured the darkening of 
the sun when it refused to shine on Him. He endured Peter 
denying Him even with an oath: “I know not the man” 
(Matt. 26:72). No place in all the earth seems less inviting 
than the cross, but it is the greatest “Yes” of heaven, for there 
the Son of God died in my place, so that God can receive 
me, and sinners like me.

When sinners come to Christ by faith, they will never find 
a “No.” Christ does not turn any away. His heart is open to 
all who come in their need to Him, and He especially lets us 
know that in the promises, which are “Yes” in Him (v. 20).

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan  
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The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. —John 10:10



1. AT THE CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE IS A  
GOD OF INCALCULABLE GLORY.
The existence that dominates the universe is not ours, but 
God’s. It is this perspective that must shape—or for some 
of us, reshape—the way we think about money. Life is not 
first about our wants, desires, dreams, purposes, expecta-
tions, or plans. Life is about God’s will, God’s purpose, 
God’s pleasure, and God’s glory. We must not, and cannot, 
look at money separately from the ultimate reality of life, the 
existence of God. We were created by God according to His 
wise design and for His wise purpose. Our lives don’t belong 
to us to use as we please. Because we were created by God, 
we belong to God, and because our money belongs to God, 
we don’t have the right to use and invest it however we please.

Our money problems begin with viewing money in iso-
lation from this profound core truth and from living with a 
sense of ownership that is never true of a creature. You see, 
you don’t start understanding and addressing money prob-
lems with education and budget. There are many important 
things to understand about money, and a personal budget can 
be practically helpful but it cannot be our starting point. That 
would be like teaching a little boy to throw a football but 
not helping him to understand the basic purpose, rules, and 
fundamentals of the game. You could have all kinds of money 
information and still be tragically mastered by it. You could 
have a clear sense of how to budget your funds and still not 
be thinking about and using money in the way God intended.

John loved himself and had a wonderful plan for his life. 
He was raised in a rather poor family and he had deter-
mined early that he would not live that way as an adult. 
From a distance, John looked like a very successful man. He 
had just about every comfort money could buy, and he had 
experienced everything money could purchase. He had lots 
of money in the bank, a huge retirement put away, and no 
bills to haunt him. He was the great money success, except 
that he wasn’t. You see, the most serious money problem 
anyone could have is not debt; it is worship. John’s world of 
money had John in the center of it. It was about his will, his 
plans, his rules, his success, and his comfort. John’s view of 
money was completely divorced from the single most signif-
icant reality in human life, the existence and glory of God. 
Although John didn’t understand it, he loved money because 
it bought his ticket to the one thing he craved, self-glory. 
He lived for his own pleasure, he lived for his own comfort, 
he lived to be in control—and money bought it all. If love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil (1 Tim. 6:10), John’s 
good life was not so good after all. You just can’t leave out 

the most important thing in life and be okay when it comes 
to money, no matter that all your bills are paid.

Addressing the issue of money and understanding money 
problems don’t begin with money and budget information; 
they begin with surrender. You and I will never use money 
the way it was meant to be used, and we will never break 
disastrous money habits if we are not living in light of the fact 
that life is not about us. The world wasn’t first created to be 
a vehicle for realizing our personal definition of happiness. 
Money wasn’t created for the sole purpose of bringing into 
our lives all the things we crave. If we don’t start with sur-
render, even if we’re not in debt, we will use money in a way 
that God never intended. In this way maybe many of us have 
more money problems than we realize. We think we’re okay 
because we are able to pay the price of our pleasures, but we’re 
not okay, because what shapes our money matters is a spirit 
of ownership rather than a spirit of surrender. The first step in 
money sanity is surrendering to the glory of one greater than you.

2. WE LIVE IN A WORLD TERRIBLY BROKEN BY SIN.
We will fail to properly understand money and the money 
problems that ensnare us if we ignore or minimize the fact 
that we live in a world so broken by sin that it does not 
function in any dimension in the way that God originally 
intended. In this broken world, money is not just used; it is 
misused. Money temptations greet us every day. Money lies 
are told to us every day. Money is presented to us as the sav-
ior that it can never be. Every day millions of us are seduced 
into asking money to do for us what only God can do.

But the brokenness is not just external; it is internal. Sin 
is first a matter of the heart. It changes the way we think 
and what we desire. It alters what we desire and what we 
worship. Sin causes us to be more controlled by what we 
want than by what God has commanded. And, sadly, sin 
turns all of us into idol worshippers, who put things in the 
creation in the place only the Creator should inhabit in our 
hearts. And there are few idols more powerful than money.

I will never forget sitting with Sam, a sad and broken 
man, and listening to his story. Sam and his wife, Sheena, 
were believers, but they had hooked themselves to a false 
messiah. They lived uncomfortably in a small house with 
three young children. They didn’t have much of a car, and 
camping was about all they could afford for a vacation. 
Their friends at church lived in big suburban houses and 
told of vacations to the Grand Canyon and Disney World. 
Sam thought if he saw another friend drive up to church 
in another big, brand-new SUV, he’d scream. Sheena was 
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embarrassed by her clothes from the discount department 
store and wouldn’t have thought of inviting any of her 
friends to her house for lunch.

So Sam decided he would change things. He worked 
harder and longer hours than anyone in his firm, and he was 
rewarded for his efforts. The seventy-hour weeks paid off in 
money and promotions. Sam and Sheena moved into a bigger 
house and bought the big SUV of their dreams. They took 
bigger and better vacations alone and with their children. 
But there was a price to pay. Sam was never home. Sheena 
and her children were living the American dream, but the 
cost was that Sheena had lost her husband, and the kids had 
lost their dad. Sam’s home was no longer his home; work 
was his home. In fact, Sheena would sometimes pack up 
the children and go on vacation, and Sam would join them 
halfway through it. The dream wasn’t such a dream after all.

Sam was in my office because Sheena had left him. Their 
marriage hadn’t been able to sustain the neglect. First, they 
had felt distant from each other, then they quit talking, and 
before long they were fighting whenever they were together. 
Sheena accused Sam of loving his work more than her, and 
Sam accused Sheena of being an ingrate. She had taken the 
kids and left Sam in the big house all by himself.

The saddest and most poignant moment I had with Sam 
came as he was talking about how they got from where 
they’d once been as a family to where they were now, and 
with a voice of defeat he said, “I guess I began to think that 
money would buy us happiness. I’ve learned that money can 
buy you experiences and things, but it can’t give you what 
it takes to be happy.”

Perhaps we get ourselves into deep and seemingly 
hopeless debt because we haven’t taken sin, both external 

and internal, seriously. Maybe we are too easily tricked 
into thinking that money will do for us what it was never 
intended to do—we haven’t taken seriously that we live in 
a world where we are greeted with the Tempter’s lies every 
day. Has a constant recognition of the power of remaining sin 
protected you from money deception, seduction, and misuse?

3. GOD OFFERS US HIS HEART- AND LIFE- 
TRANSFORMING GRACE.
We live in a world where sin exists, but we also live in a world 
where grace abounds. God sent His Son to live, die, and rise 
again so that you and I would have everything we need to 
live, love, and serve as God intended between the “already” 
of our conversion and the “not yet” of our final kingdom. The 
reality of ever-present grace is so encouraging because our 
sin isn’t just an environmental issue; it’s more significantly a 
matter of the heart. I may be able to escape money tempta-
tion on a certain day, but I have no ability to escape my own 
heart. You see, it’s always the sin inside me that makes the 
temptation outside me so hard to faithfully resist.

The work of grace is heart change, and since heart 
change is the only way our behavior changes in a lasting 
way, God’s grace offers us the only hope of real change when 
it comes to our personal finances. There is no mountain of 
debt so big that God’s grace isn’t bigger. There is no money-
problem pit so deep that God’s grace isn’t deeper. As we face 
money problems, we don’t need to panic, we don’t need to be 
paralyzed by fear, we don’t have to deny reality to get some 
peace, we don’t have to relieve our consciences by shifting 
the blame, and we don’t have to cynically abandon hope. We 
can face our money issues with hope not because we are wise 



or able, but because God is, and He offers us His forgiving, 
rescuing, and transforming grace.

Amanda was afraid to admit the money mess she had 
made for herself. Even though she could no longer pay the 
minimum balance on her credit card, and even though each 
month her financial situation looked worse, she was afraid 
to admit to herself and others just how dire her financial 
situation was. To Amanda, it was like a huge mountain 
she had to conquer. Each morning she would get up and 
unconsciously load the backpack of her financial mess on 
her shoulders, looking up at the mountain she had to climb 
in order to get solvent, and doom would wash over her.

Amanda had considered filing for bankruptcy, but she 
couldn’t deal with the shame and the angry accusations that 
would f ly at her from her family. There were dark moments 
of despair when she even thought of committing suicide, but 
she knew she could never do it. She told herself again and 
again that since she had gotten herself into this mess, she was 
the only one who would get herself out. Amanda felt alone in 
a universe of trouble, and she didn’t know what to do.

Amanda was a Christian in a dire financial crisis. Her 
situation was made even worse by the fact that she was also 
a grace amnesiac. In reality, she wasn’t alone in the mess. She 
wasn’t left to the limited resources of her own wisdom and 
strength. It was not true that no one would ever understand 
her and her plight. None of these things were true, because 
Amanda’s life had long ago been invaded by the presence and 
power of a God of amazing rescuing and transforming grace. 
And facing the prospect of admitting her inability to fix the 
mess should have been seen not as doom, but as the doorway 
to seeking the help of the One who is able to do in, for, and 
with her more than she could ever ask or imagine. Amanda 
didn’t just need a good plan for dealing with her financial 
mess; she needed forgiving, rescuing, and transforming grace, 
just the kind of grace that was already hers as a child of God. 
Amanda was desperate, not just because of her financial 
problems, but also because she had forgotten who she was.

Because God’s grace carries with it a message of fresh 
starts and new beginnings, we don’t have to give in or give up. 
We can resist temptation. We can confess the idolatry of our 
hearts. We can give ourselves to new and better habits. We 
can say no to fear and rest in the presence and power of our 
Lord. Getters can become givers. Controllers can live lives of 
surrender. We can climb out of debt. God’s grace opens the 
door to a whole new relationship with money for each of us, 
not because we are good and deserve it, but because God is 
that good, and He offers us grace that is that powerful. Has 
your trust in God’s grace empowered you to address wrong money 
habits and give yourself to a brand-new money lifestyle?

4. WE WERE CREATED TO LIVE FOR SOMETHING 
BIGGER THAN OURSELVES.
I don’t think it’s possible to overstate the importance of this 

piece of a Christian worldview and its application to the 
world of money. As sinners, we all share the same prob-
lem. We stick ourselves in the middle of our world, and we 
make life all about us. And often without knowing it, we 
want God to finance what we think will bring us pleasure, 
comfort, and happiness. When God seems to finance our 
pleasures, we praise Him, and when He doesn’t, we tend to 
question His goodness and back away from pursuit of him.

Few of us would be so arrogant as to say that everything 
in creation was made for us to use as we wish, but in ways 
that are subtle or not so subtle we live as though that’s what 
we think. The core of financial sanity is knowing that our 
money doesn’t belong to us but is just another thing in our 
lives, given to us by God but to be used for His purpose and 
pleasure. Why is it easier to make a purchase for ourselves 
than to give the same amount of money to someone in need? 
Why do most of us own more clothes than we need or eat 
more food than is healthy? Why do we envy wealthy people? 
Why do many of us cheat a little bit on our taxes? Why are 
many of us in greater debt than we should be? Why are we 
carrying so many credit cards with such large balances? 
Why have our cars quit being just modes of transportation 
and become identity boats, physical evidence of our success? 
Why, for most of us, does income always seem to chase life-
style? You know, you get a raise and you think you’ll have so 
much extra money, but in a few months you are once again 
spending more than you make. Why do few of us give regu-
larly to our churches or are stingy when it comes to tipping 
people who provide us services? Why do we ever consider 
incurring debt in order to take a vacation? Why are so few 
of us ever satisfied with what we have, constantly dreaming 
of more and better? Why is money a significant problem for 
so many of us?

Could it be that at street level, the place where we make 
all of those micro-decisions that end up determining the 
substance and direction of our lives, we have lost sight of 
the fact that we were designed by God to live for something 
bigger than ourselves? Our lives were meant to be shaped by 
things that transcend the boundaries of our little plans and 
pleasures. The pleasure of someone vastly bigger and better 
was meant to be what would please us most and shape the 
way we live. Our money was meant to be connected to this 
bigger thing. Our use of money was to be shaped not just 
by personal need or pleasure, but more foundationally by 
transcendent realities.

Paul David Tripp (DMin, Westminster Theological Seminary) is a pastor, 
author, and international conference speaker. He is also the president of Paul 
Tripp Ministries and the author of several books, including What Did You 
Expect?; Sex in a Broken World; Parenting; and New Morning Mercies. Taken 
from Redeeming Money: How God Reveals and Reorients Our Hearts by Paul 
David Tripp, © 2018, pp. 13–21. Used by permission of Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187, www.crossway.org.

108  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  MAY/JUNE 2019



A Christian comes to contentment, not so much by way of 
addition, as by way of subtraction. That is his way of con-
tentment, and it is a way that the world has no skill in. I 
open it thus: not so much by adding to what he would have, 
or to what he has, not by adding more to his condition; 
but rather by subtracting from his desires, so as to make 
his desires and his circumstances even and equal. A carnal 
heart knows no way to be contented but this: I have such 
and such possessions, and if I had this added to them, and 
the other comfort added that I have not now, then I should 
be contented. Perhaps I have lost my possessions, if I could 
only have given to me something to make up my loss, then I 
should be a contented man. But contentment does not come 
in that way; it does not come, I say, by adding to what you 
want, but by subtracting from your desires. It is all one to 
a Christian, whether I get up to what I would have, or get 
my desires down to what I have, either to attain what I do 
desire, or to bring down my desires to what I have already 
attained. My wealth is the same, for it is as fitting for me to 
bring my desire down to my circumstances, as it is to raise 
up my circumstances to my desire.

Now I say that a heart that has no grace, and is not 
instructed in this mystery of contentment, knows of no way 
to get contentment, but to have his possessions raised up 
to his desires; but the Christian has another way to con-
tentment, that is, he can bring his desires down to his 
possessions, and so he attains his contentment. Thus the 
Lord fashions the hearts of the children of men. If the heart 
of a man is fashioned to his circumstances, he may have as 
much contentment as if his circumstances were fashioned 
to his heart. Some men have a mighty large heart, but they 
have straitened circumstances and they can never have con-
tentment when their hearts are big and their circumstances 
are little. But though a man cannot bring his circumstances 
to be as great as his heart, yet if he can bring his heart to 
be as little as his circumstances, to make them even, this is 
the way to contentment. The world is infinitely deceived 
in thinking that contentment lies in having more than we 
already have. Here lies the bottom and root of all content-
ment, when there is an evenness and proportion between our 
hearts and our circumstances. That is why many godly men 
who are in a low position live more sweet and comfortable 
lives than those who are richer. Contentment is not always 
clothed with silk and purple and velvets, but it is sometimes 
in a home-spun suit, in mean circumstances, as well as in 
higher. Many men who once have had great estates, and 
God has brought them into a lower position have had more 
contentment in those circumstances than they had before. 

Now how can that possibly be? Quite easily, if you only 
understood that the root of contentment consists in the suit-
ableness and proportion of a man’s spirit to his possessions, 
an evenness where one end is not longer and bigger than 
the other. The heart is contented and there is comfort in 
those circumstances. But now let God give a man riches, no 
matter how great, yet if the Lord gives him up to the pride 
of his heart, he will never be contented: on the other hand, 
let God bring anyone into mean circumstances, and then let 
God but fashion and suit his heart to those circumstances 
and he will be content.

It is the same in walking: Suppose a man had a very 
long leg, and his other leg was short—why, though one of 
his legs was longer than usual, still he could not go as well 
as a man both of whose legs are shorter than his. I would 
compare a long leg, when one is longer than the other, to 
a man who has a high position and is very rich and a great 
man in the world, but he has a very proud heart, too, and 
that is longer and larger than his position. This man cannot 
but be troubled in his circumstances. Another man is in a 
low position, his circumstances are low and his heart is low 
too, so that his heart and his circumstances are even. This 
man walks with abundantly more ease than the other. Thus 
a gracious heart thinks in this way: “The Lord has been 
pleased to bring down my circumstances; now if the Lord 
brings down my heart and makes it equal to my circum-
stances, then I am well enough.” So when God brings down 
his circumstances, he does not so much labour to raise up 
his circumstances again as to bring his heart down to his 
circumstances. Even the heathen philosophers had a little 
glimpse of this: they could say that the best riches is poverty 
of desires—those are the words of a heathen. That is, if a 
man or woman have their desires cut short, and have no 
large desires, that man or woman is rich. So this is the art 
of contentment: not to seek to add to our circumstances, but 
to subtract from our desires. Another author has said, The 
way to be rich is not by increasing wealth, but by diminish-
ing our desires. Certainly that man or woman is rich, who 
have their desires satisfied. Now a contented man has his 
desires satisfied, God satisfies them, that is, all considered, 
he is satisfied that his circumstances are for the present the 
circumstances. So he comes to this contentment by way of 
subtraction, and not addition.

Jeremiah Burroughs (1599–1646) was a gospel preacher to the Stepney and 
Cripplegate congregations in London, England. He is worthily reckoned as 
belonging to the front rank of English Puritan preachers, and he played a 
prominent part in the Westminster Assembly of divines. Taken from The Rare 
Jewel of Christian Contentment by Jeremiah Burroughs, © 1964, pp. 45–47. 
Used by permission of The Banner of Truth.
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We live in a day and age in the western world that is awash 
with fiscal irresponsibility on both sides of the political aisle 
and in corporations, an unhealthy focus on materialism and 
the collecting of stuff, and the gradual closing of the human 
heart to generosity and helping one’s neighbor. There are 
even TV shows that glorify the ugly side of the hoarding 
spirit of the human heart. How does Scripture speak into 
our culture and our hearts on the issue of money and pos-
sessions? Jesus actually spoke more about money than he 
did about heaven and hell in His earthly ministry. The 
entire Bible references money and possessions in approxi-
mately 2,350 verses. This tells us that our attitude towards 
money and possessions matters to the Lord. That is what 
this article hopes to address by looking at 1 Timothy 6:10, 
“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 

This verse is addressing something very important. 
It is not addressing merely the ownership of property, or 
the amount of money people have in their bank accounts. 
It first of all addresses our attitude towards money. Paul 
writes to Timothy and warns him about the love of money. 
The word “love” in this verse speaks about the desires of 
the heart. It describes the excessive desire for money, so 
that the desire for money becomes the controlling factor of 
our lives. The inordinate desire for money and possessions 
is rooted firmly in a covetous heart and bears the fruit of 
all kinds of evil.

One of the best biblical illustrations that serves as an 
example and a warning to us of the truth of this verse is 
that of Judas. Within the band of twelve disciples that 
surrounded Jesus, Judas was entrusted with the purse. His 
sense of justice seemed to mask his greed. This became 
apparent when Mary broke the alabaster box of spike-
nard and anointed Jesus with it. Judas responds to this 
anointing by saying, “Why was not this ointment sold for 
three hundred pence, and given to the poor” (John 12:5)? 
Judas demonstrates a concern for the poor, but the Apostle 
John provides a damning indictment that gives a window  
into Judas’s heart and behavior as the one who kept the 
purse: “This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but 
because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was 
put therein” (John 12:6). Judas’s concern was not for the 
poor at all. Rather, Mary’s actions hurt his bottom line. 
John implies that he was unable to siphon off any funds 
for his own purse.

Judas’s inordinate desire for money does not stop there. 
He continues to demonstrate his desire for money when he 
betrays Jesus, his Master, who has only shown him love. 
When Judas responds to Mary’s anointing, Jesus reminds 
Judas that the poor will always be present. Interestingly, 
Jesus is not concerned for social justice in terms of eradicat-
ing poverty at this moment. He is rather concerned that 
Judas understand his actions in light of Jesus’s impending 
death. He reminds Judas that He will not always be around 
and that is why Mary did what she did; it was an act of 
devotion and honor (John 12:7–8). Jesus provides Judas an 
opportunity to repent, but Judas’s love of money clouds his 
judgment and he goes to the chief priests to betray Jesus 
for thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 26:14–15). At the Last 
Supper, John records that Jesus tells Judas to go out and do 
quickly what he needed to do. The disciples still had the 
best thoughts of Judas because John writes that “Now no 
man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto 
him. For some of them thought, because Judas had the 
bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that 
we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give 
something to the poor” (John 13:28–29, emphasis added). 
The greedy man is not easy to identify, especially not one 
so close to Jesus and carrying the bag of money that was 
used to help the poor.

Judas’s love of money was the root of the monstrous 
evil of betraying Jesus into the hands of the chief priests 
and scribes. His love of money had hatched this wretched 
plot and illustrates the principle of 1 Timothy 6:10 that 
the inordinate love of money leads to all kinds of evil. 
Indeed, it goes on to illustrate the consequences of this 
root settling deep into Judas’s heart and hatching this 
plot for thirty pieces of silver. Some scholars think that 
the thirty pieces of silver was a relatively paltry amount 
for which to betray Jesus, as it was the price of a slave. 
Judas’s hunger for money blinded him to the fact that 
what he was doing was going to cost him his soul, and 
the monetary return was not worth that price. But he was 
so blinded that he plunged headlong into this enterprise. 
The Apostle John designates him a thief and he not only 
robbed the purse, but he robs Christ of His life. While 
this must be put into the context of redemptive history 
and was part of God’s plan to bring Christ to the cross, it 
does not negate Judas’s sin and freedom in choosing to do 
what he did for money.

The Love of Money
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Indeed, the application of the principles found in  
1 Timothy 6:10 reveals not only the fact that Judas had an 
inordinate love for money, but that love for money led to all 
kinds of evil. And then it led to the reality that Judas erred 
from the faith and was pierced through with many sorrows. 
The end result of Judas’s love of money was sorrow, dark-
ness, and death. In Matthew 27:3–10, we read the sad state 
of affairs as Judas feels guilt and remorse for what he had 
done. He returns to the chief priests, casts the blood money 
at their feet, and confesses that he has betrayed innocent 
blood. Rather than repenting and turning to the Lord for 
forgiveness, Judas heeds the satanic whisperings to end his 
own life and hangs himself. Peter’s account of this fateful 
event records the fact that Judas met a grisly end on the 
rocks below the place where he hanged himself. Judas’s life 
stands like a bright, f lashing neon sign against the black 
night of the love of money and possessions. Judas’s life has 
many relevant lessons for us today, doesn’t it?

His life warns us that the love and coveting of money 
can lead us down paths that we never thought possible. 
His life and death remind us that money does not solve 
all of life’s problems. His life reminds us that even those 
who seem close to Jesus can be taken up with the love 
of money. His love of money reminds us that it is not 
just about possessing money or wealth. Judas’s guilt and 
condemnation and hopelessness underscore the point that 
on the face of it, there is nothing wrong with wealth or 

money, but our hearts should not be set on them. They 
should not be the driving force of our lives. We learn from 
Judas that money cannot buy happiness. How many of us 
have bought into that lie and were driven by it to pursue 
wealth? For a true believer, our inheritance is not tied 
up in material wealth or possessions, but in an inheri-
tance that will not corrupt and will not fade away. We 
learn from Judas’s attitude towards money that he tried to 
serve God and mammon and failed miserably. His money 
and love of money became his god, and he sacrificed his 
soul in worshiping this transitory and elusive dream that 
money would fix it all.

The Lord Jesus Christ had much to say about money, 
wealth, and taxes. He has given us wealth, possessions, 
and money and calls each one of us to steward that money, 
not serve the idol of personal gain in this area. Paul’s 
exhortation to Timothy about our attitude towards money, 
and the object lessons from the life of Judas, serve as a 
warning, showing the dark side of the human heart in 
relation to money. Be warned! Don’t let money overtake 
your soul, but let God dwell there richly, let His presence 
be all that you need, and keep your money and possessions 
in proper perspective (Heb. 13:5).

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congre-
gation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a PhD candidate at Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary.

MAY/JUNE 2019  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  111



At first glance, the editor’s request seems straightforward: 
“Give practical ways that a Christian can be generous in 
tithing while also giving to wider community projects.” The 
alliterative troika—“time, treasure, and talent”—immedi-
ately jumps to mind. Google tells us that Roman Catholics 
and Presbyterians asking for funds have used this appeal 
since the mid-1800s. These days the Mormons are using it 
too. It’s practical and makes common sense. The biblically 
literate can segue to the parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25–37) and highlight the relevant implications. 
When providence places need upon our path, we are called 
to respond not just by writing a check for a third-party 
agency to fix the problem but also by sacrificially involving 
ourselves, even getting our clothes dirty and being incon-
venienced, as we are able and as the circumstances require.

I presume that BSGT readers recognize that each of us 
encounters more need than we can possibly address as we 
travel our Jericho roads. We know we are called to be Christ-
like, also in cultivating hearts of compassion and empathy. 
This is not just as a response to the needs of others; it is part 
of being conformed to the image of Christ. None are far 
from homes for the aged, homeless shelters, soup kitchens, 
prisons, adoption agencies, pregnancy centers—all of which 
are in need of financial and volunteer support. Who doesn’t 
read Matthew 25:34–40 and feel convicted?

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundations of the world. For 
I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me 
in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited 
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall 
the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee 
drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee 
in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee 
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King 
shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

The more practical challenge faced by most church goers 
who take this responsibility seriously is this: “How do I 
prioritize between the competing demands for my time, 
treasure, and talent? I only have 168 hours per week and 
between church, family, and school obligations, there is not 
much left to give to the needs of my neighbors.”

There is no simple formula to recommend. While the 
Good Samaritan parable highlights the obligation and 
response from the priest, Levite, and Samaritan walking 
on the Jericho road on a particular day when a man was 
attacked by robbers, there were many others walking on 
different roads that same day. They did not encounter a 
man beat-up by robbers, but that doesn’t mean they were 
freed from being merciful and generous. They were called to 
apply the same principles in different ways. The application 
of these principles to our own circumstances requires open 
eyes as we travel whatever roads providence leads us down. 
There is an abundance of needs along every road we walk.

So how do I set priorities and know where to begin?
A good starting place is the biblical concept of steward-

ship. There are many resources available to explain this 
concept. I find the four-fold explanation provided by the 
Institute for Faith, Work, and Economics in Washington 
useful.1 They suggest biblical stewardship begins with the 
concept of divine ownership: “The earth is the LORD’s and 
the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” 
(Ps. 24:1). It is followed by responsibility, accountability, and 
reward: “And whatsoever you do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ.” (Col 3:23–24).

Stewardship is a familiar concept to most. We sense that 
what we have been given—time, talent, or treasures—is to 
be used for the Master’s kingdom. Honestly taking account 
of the gifts and resources that God has provided us (many of 
which are not material) is a place to start. A false humility 
that revels in our own inadequacy and does not acknowledge 
the gifts God has provided is not God-glorifying. The par-
able of the talents is relevant here—let’s not bury what God 
has given but invest and use them for kingdom purposes.

Stewardship accountability also requires aligning our 
priorities with the Master’s priorities. It is clear that pri-
oritizing the needs of our families as well as church and 
kingdom is a ref lection of the Master’s instructions. How-
ever, for most of us the issue is not a lack of means (as 
even our church members with the fewest means are in the 
top few percent of the wealthiest people alive in the world 
today). And even for those who are not able to give finan-
cially, we all have 168 hours per week that can be distributed 
in response to our various callings.

Honestly examining our own hearts in light of the stew-
ardship principle convicts us that there remains a rebellious 
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and covetous spirit within us, desiring to use for ourselves 
what God has provided to share with others. Is it not in the 
orthopraxy rather than the orthodoxy of stewardship where 
most of us run into challenges?

There are two additional biblical concepts which are 
helpful here—justice and charity. Biblical justice affirms 
that “since he is holy, righteous, and just, God requires those 
who bear His image to live justly in the world. This includes 
showing appropriate respect to every person and giving to 
each one what he or she is due.”2

There is also the principle of charity. First Corinthians 
13 is the passage that comes immediately to mind as char-
ity is described alongside faith and hope, with Paul noting 
that “the greatest of these is charity” (1 Cor. 13:13). Paul 
is speaking here of the (agape) love embodied in the person 
of Jesus Christ. Elsewhere he instructs us, “And above all 
these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfect-
ness” (Col. 3:14).

So how do thinking about justice and charity help us 
exercise our stewardship towards our neighbors and others 
in the community who do not belong to the church? First, 
the concept of justice needs to provide a basic framework 
for our relations with our neighbors. We cannot attempt to 
fix with charity the problems that are created by injustice. 
The attributes of charity and justice coexist perfectly in the 
Godhead and we are called to pursue both concurrently.

To be very practical, the Bible counts those “who oppress 
the hireling in (his) wages” alongside sorcerers and adulter-
ers as ripe for the judgment of God (Mal. 3:5). It neither 
does social good nor brings glory to God when we seek to 
distribute wealth to the community that we have achieved 
unjustly. To use economic terms, we need to start with the 
“supply” side and have a clear conscience before God as to 
our acquisition of funds for charitable giving, ensuring that 
we are living justly before Him. It suggests not only that 
we should care (and even help financially) when our neigh-
bors are victimized by robbers on the Jericho road, but also 
ensure protection and safe roads for travel, especially when 
the public square provides us an opportunity to contribute in 
that manner as well (as our democratic systems do). While 
the example seems to apply most directly to employers, the 
principle applies to us all. The first responsibility we have 

to our neighbor is to deal justly, in our personal, social, and 
political engagement.

Second, the concept of charity suggests that we be con-
scious of who we are in Christ—undeserving recipients of 
sovereign grace—and have the desire to be conformed to the 
image of Christ: “Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus…” (Phil 2:5). While it is incumbent on us 
“as we have therefore opportunity, to do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gal 
6:10), the biblical imperative as well as the example of Christ 
is not to limit charity to those closest to us. The notion to 
“let the Gentiles take care of Gentile causes—we need to 
focus on Christian causes” is not a biblical concept. Our 
priority for kingdom causes should never make us abdicate 
our responsibilities beyond the comfortable confines of the 
community of faith.

Finally, recognize that stewardship takes place within 
the framework of providence and our own unique and per-
sonal callings. There is no formula to recommend as to how 
to balance the seemingly competing needs of our local com-
munity, the challenges faced by work colleagues, neighbors, 
or acquaintances in need, the catastrophes we read about 
in the developing world, and the devastation suffered from 
natural disasters (and the list goes on). When our eyes are 
opened to need, the question is, do we respond to it or do 
we veer to the other side of the road?

How can Christians show generosity? By living life 
with their eyes wide open, moved as their Savior was with 
compassion for the needs around him, and providing sacri-
ficially, recognizing that what we have been given—in time, 
talent, and treasure—is a gift from God to be used for His 
honor and glory.

1. See Hugh Whelchel, “Four Principles of Biblical Stewardship,” The Insti-
tute for Faith, Work & Economics, November 26, 2012, https://tifwe.org/four 
-principles-of-biblical-stewardship/. While this organization is worthwhile and 
provides much profitable information, this is not an endorsement of everything 
that they publish.

2. “Justice,” The Statement on Social Justice & the Gospel, https://statementon-
socialjustice.com/#affirmations-and-denials.

Ray Pennings is co-founder of the think-tank Cardus (www.cardus.ca), an 
elder and licensed exhorter in the Free Reformed Church of St. George, and  
a graduate of Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.



It took me a bit by surprise to learn just how much the 
Bible has to say about prosperity. The word “prosper” is 
found forty-eight times, “prosperous” eight, and “prosper-
ity” seventeen times in Scripture. As far as I could see, 
not a single one of those references directly related to 
money. God is certainly telling us something about how 
we should think about prosperity.

Rather than equating prosperity with money, Scrip-
ture instead uses the term in a broader sense to indicate 
someone doing well or hoping to do well. Sadly, some 
expectations for prosperity are ill-founded. One only has 
to remember Ahab’s false prophets chanting, “Go up to 
Ramoth-gilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver 
it into the hand of the king,” resulting in an arrow in 
Ahab’s heart, he returning home dead in his royal chariot  
(2 Chron. 18). Proverbs 1 ends with a warning that the 
“prosperity of fools shall destroy them” (Prov. 1:32). Imag-
ine prosperity turning out to be the very means that sinks 
us into ruin. Are we immune from such a prospect?

You can probably predict how we should frame the 
idea of prosperity. If you were asked to describe what God 
would consider a prosperous person, it’s not likely that you 
would answer, “living your best life now,” and meaning 
by that material aff luence. We know better. Sadly, that 
notion of prosperity does not just thrive among the secular 
masses; it is one of the fastest-spreading Christian heresies 
in both first and third-world nations. Satan is ever eager 
to promote versions of Christianity that pamper the f lesh 
and please our pride.

Maybe we could start with a simple day-to-day exam-
ple of prosperity in Scripture, rightly understood. This 
quote should sound familiar: “The LORD, before whom I 
walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; 
and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and 
of my father’s house” (Gen. 24:40). If you guessed this was 
Abraham sending his servant to find a wife for Isaac, you 
would be correct. “Prosper” in this passage meant God 
would direct matters in such a way that a truly suitable 
partner for Isaac would be found. If Isaac would have 
instead married a Canaanite, against his parents’ express 
wishes, would that have been prosperity? Yes, there’s a 
lesson here for you, young friends!

Jacob’s son Joseph was also called prosperous by the 
Lord. No, not when he was second in command in Egypt 
but rather when he had been sold into slavery and worked 
for Potiphar, captain of the guard (Gen. 39:2). If you or I 
were sold into slavery and taken to a foreign land to work 
as a servant, would we be thinking “prosperous”? Likely 
not. But here again, Scripture doesn’t frame prosperity 
in terms of status or wealth but rather a faithfulness that 
was approved of and blessed by God. So it doesn’t mean 
you have the highest-paying job, but it does mean you’re 
faithful in doing it, honoring the Lord. It doesn’t mean 
you’re the brightest student in school but it does mean you 
faithfully serve the Lord there, doing what you can in His 
strength with however little or much ability He’s given you.

In Romans 1 Paul writes about hoping for a “prosper-
ous journey.” We could tritely conclude he simply meant 
“safe.” But if you know anything about Paul, prosperous 
would mean a journey resulting in sizeable mutual edifica-
tion and blessing.

So we’re probably getting the idea that true prosperity 
is always, directly or indirectly, connected to the Lord and 
His service, regardless of the lawful pursuit in which we’re 
engaged. Faithfulness, blessing, and exercising a variety of 
graces in times of joy and times of sorrow, times of plenty 
and times of poverty, etc.—all these would neatly and 
appropriately fit under the biblical category of prosperity.

But the Bible, if it is anything, is realistic. God doesn’t 
varnish His description of life in a broken world, a life 
tragically affected by depravity and the curse. And so 
we must temper our understanding of prosperity accord-
ingly, not limiting it to matters pertaining only to this life, 
however blessed.

The clouds start to roll in by means of cautions like 
these: “For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the 
prosperity of the wicked” (Ps. 73:3). Here, the psalmist 
Asaph fell prey to the common temptation to envy those 
who prospered outwardly, perhaps financially, but who 
did not honor God in the least. His hasty conclusion? 
“Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my 
hands in innocency” (Ps. 73:13). What is the use of being 
godly when the wicked have it so good? Thankfully, God 
let Asaph see the bigger context so that, upon recover-
ing his spiritual balance, he wrote, “Until I went into the 
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sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. Surely thou 
didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down 
into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as 
in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors” (Ps. 
73:17–19). The lesson for us? Don’t fall for imitation pros-
perity, the kind the world endlessly promotes and lauds.

More clouds? “In the day of prosperity be joyful, but 
in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the 
one over against the other, to the end that man should 
find nothing after him” (Eccl. 7:14). Life is checkered, 
dark and light hues intertwining. God’s purpose? This is 
not our home. Here is not your treasure. If it is, it will be 
the last treasure you’ll ever have throughout all eternity!

This really leads us to the heart of prosperity: “Where 
your treasure is…” (Matt. 6:21). Let’s get back to the 
basics to make sure we get this right because it’s that 
important.

Why were we put here on earth? Why were Adam and 
Eve created? To know, love, serve, and glorify God. In 
short, to ref lect His image always. What does that mean? 
To live a life in relation to creation like God did. The 
creation was meant to bring God glory. And yes, we were 
given a hand in that blessed effort, dressing and keeping 
the garden, loving our spouse, our children, in God-hon-
oring ways, etc. The Fall set all of this on its head, of 
course, and we’re still reeling under the effects of it. But 
God’s purpose has not changed, only the means by which 
it can be realized in our lives. Now it takes gospel grace 
and the Spirit’s empowerment to even begin to reclaim 
our lost heritage of a God-oriented, God-honoring life.

So what is prosperity then? It’s redeeming the time 
God has given us for kingdom-worthy purposes, not 
selfish ones. It’s laying up treasures in heaven, mean-
ing looking for glory where glory should be sought—in 
heaven and beyond—rather than laboring for the pretend 
glory that’s here today and gone tomorrow. It’s laboring, 
as Christ said, for the bread that endures to everlasting 
life, not that which perishes with the using. You get the 

idea. Material goods were designed to be means, not ends; 
tools, not treasures; tokens, not toys. So when God drains 
our material expectations, bringing them low, it’s not to 
bankrupt us but instead to draw our attention to true 
riches, to true glory, to our true and faithful God.

You have to wonder why Jesus gave us parables about 
a treasure hidden in a field, a pearl of great price, and a 
lost son returning home repentant. The kind of prosper-
ity He is recommending isn’t accounted for much in this 
world, and we’re tempted to follow suit. This is the age-
old battle of faith versus sight, believing what we can see 
versus believing what we can’t see. Paul says it this way: 
“While we look not at the things which are seen but at 
the things which are not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal” (2 Cor 4:18). What do you see?

What a blessed description the apostle John gives of 
Gaius in 3 John 1: “Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth.” Gaius’s soul was prospering; John wishes his 
temporal life and health might be as good as that of his 
soul. That’s more like it! That’s the right order of things. 
May that be our portion too, dear friend—a prosperous 
spiritual life, a bright and solid hope of eternal gain, and a 
sober yet joyful recognition that here we have no continu-
ing city but we seek one to come. If that is so in our life, 
then so will this be: “Now they desire a better country, 
that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city” 
(Heb. 11:16).

Have a prosperous journey, dear friend, to the Celestial 
City. Soon “thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: 
they shall behold the land that is very far off ” (Isa. 33:17). 
If you’re not on the road yet, it’s high time you started out. 
Fare thee well.

Rev. David Lipsy is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in 
Burgessville, Ontario.



Have you heard the expression “Money makes the world go 
round”? That’s how many in this world see money; it is the 
number one “must have.” Indeed, in order to live we need to 
possess some money, and it is something to be thankful for 
as long as it doesn’t possess us. 

Have you ever wondered about your money? What must I 
do with it? How should I spend it responsibly? What if I sud-
denly lost it? Or do you just spend it, not really ref lecting on 
such questions? You may think you work hard and so deserve 
to enjoy it, but don’t give how to spend it much thought.

It might surprise you that the Lord Jesus spoke more about 
money than about heaven and hell. So, the way we use our 
money must be important. We should give it at least some 
thought. It was Luther who said, “There are three conversions 
necessary in the Christian life: the conversion of the heart, 
the mind, and the purse [=wallet].”1

STEWARDSHIP
One of the first things that you and I need to realize is that 
we don’t own our money. I guess you might have heard about 
stewardship. Well, that’s what stewardship means! Stewards 
only use money to make a profit for the owner of the money. 
Do you remember what the Lord showed in the parable of 
the talents? In the end, we will be held accountable for how 
we used our money, gifts, and opportunities (Luke 16:1–13). 
One day our bank account statements will either show that 
Christ was Lord in our life or that we never really bowed 
before the Lord. The Lord Jesus even said that if we have not 
been faithful in using our money, how can we be trusted with 
true riches (Luke 16:11)?

So yes, money is serious business, because the way we deal 
with money can tell us a lot about what we really live for. 
Didn’t the Lord Jesus tell us not to lay up treasures on earth 
where things corrupt and can be stolen? Didn’t He also teach 
that it is much better to have a bank account in heaven, to have 
our treasure there? He told us that where our treasure is, that’s 
where our hearts really are (Matt. 6:19–21).

SPENDING AND SAVING
That raises a challenging question: how does the fact that we 
are called to be stewards of our money practically change the 
way we spend or save it? First, there is no one right answer to 
this question. Some of you are still at school and live with your 
parents. Others have moved out and attend college. Things 
change when you work full-time. Things are different when 
you work part-time. Some of you receive financial help from 

parents. Others receive grants for schooling. The fact that 
there are so many variables shows that there is no cookie-
cutter approach to spending and saving. Yet, that does not 
mean God’s timeless principles can be ignored.

Finances are an issue of your and my heart. It was not 
only in the Old Testament that people sacrificed to idols. 
Our idols still receive sacrifices—time, energy, and money! 
So, if you want to spend your money well, God needs to have 
done some heart-work in your life. Just as Luther said, we 
need a conversion regarding our wallet too. How you and I 
spend our money says a lot about our priorities. Whom we 
see as the owner shows exactly who is Lord in our life, God 
or Mammon.

If you and I worry a lot about what will happen with “our” 
money in the future, we are probably losing sight of the fact 
that money is a tool with which we must seek and promote 
God’s kingdom. We are probably also losing sight of the fact 
that the Lord provides for us. We must have a mindset that 
finds our treasure in Jesus Christ first! He is the Treasure in 
heaven. Is He your Treasure already? If He is not, know that 
He doesn’t start with fixing our money problem. He starts 
with fixing our heart problem so that our priority becomes 
kingdom-focused and we begin to see money in terms of serv-
ing others with God’s money and talents.

Consider an example of an 18-year-old young man who 
is a landscaper and snow plower in Idaho. When he recently 
visited his hospitalized grandma in Seattle, he found out this 
city was expecting 10 inches of snow. Seeing an opportunity 
to help people, as well as a business opportunity, he placed an 
ad on Craigslist and retrieved his plow from Idaho. In only 
four days, he made an astounding $35,000. But as he real-
ized that this was a God-given opportunity, he ascribed all 
glory to God and purposed to tithe 20% of that sum (1 Cor. 
16:2). This is what he said on Fox News: “I plan on tithing 
20 percent to advance the kingdom of God, buy mowers for 
this year’s mowing season, and save the rest for buying my 
first house debt free! I credit all of my success to my Savior 
Jesus Christ who died on a cross to forgive my sins and three 
days later rose from the dead.”2

SETTING GOALS
Now your situation and opportunities will likely be com-
pletely different from the example just used. But the question, 
“How can I begin to serve others with God’s money and 
my talents?” is still the same. You might have questions like 
these: Should I accumulate debt because I want to become 
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a doctor? Should I get married while still studying and not 
able to financially care for a family? Should I go on a trip 
around the world because I am still single? Should I… you 
fill in the blank. 

I cannot answer these questions for you, but the following 
ref lective questions could help you. What are your goals? Are 
you only looking for what is best and most enjoyable right 
now, desiring it ever so badly? Or are you kingdom-focused? 

If you are pursuing a kingdom agenda you will be more 
useful to people around you, using your God-given talents and 
opportunities to serve the Lord. Do you approach issues like 
these prayerfully, dependently? Does the Lord know about 
your financial goals? Would He approve? Do you hold your 
savings loosely and wait patiently for the Lord’s guidance and 
opportunities for how to use them? Do you ascribe all your 
success to the Lord, or do you want to keep it all for yourself? 
Have you asked advice from your parents? Did you appreciate 
their input? So again, what are your goals? 

Just from a wisdom perspective, if at all possible short-
term, make an effort to stay out of debt (Ps. 37:21). I realize 
that in our economy this is not always possible. If you need 
help in this area you could start by asking your parents or dea-
cons to help create a budget. What about a long-term goal? 
Prayerfully grow in your understanding how you can best 
steward God’s money for His kingdom and do good to others.

If you are wondering what your goals are right now, then 
ask yourself some questions. Am I dependent on the Lord? 
Do I trust Him to provide for me? Who owns my money? In 
sum, am I kingdom-focused? Do I understand that the Lord 
loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:6–7)? Have I found out that 
it is indeed more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35)?

SELF-DENIAL
The result of asking such questions is the realization that 
you should not spend all your money on your own needs, 
entertainment, or dreams. You will be better able to accept 
financial hardships prayerfully and with patience. At times 
you will be surprised how the Lord helps you as you depend 
on Him for your financial needs. 

It also means that you shouldn’t forget to thank the Lord 
when He provides for you. You should be thankful when He 
gives you a job, when He gives you a spouse and a family, and 
when He provides financially for these changes as well. He 
can be trusted! It means that you understand that self-denial 
is part of the Christian life. Christians are called to deny 
themselves, not living for their own selfish desires. This, of 
course, involves our finances (2 Cor. 5:15).

John Wesley desired to have such a kingdom-perspective! 
That’s why he would ask himself four questions before he 
spent money: 

1) In spending this money, am I acting as if I owned it 
or am I acting as the Lord’s trustee? 

2) What Scripture passage requires me to spend this 
money this way?

3) Can I offer up this purchase as a sacrifice to the Lord?
4) Will God reward me for this expenditure at the resur-

rection of the just?3

Ask yourself these questions and your goal will not be getting 
rich or buying the shiniest car or getting the highest-paying 
job, greatest house, or an American-dream-style family— 
picture perfect and delivered on a golden platter! 

Your goal instead will probably be more along the lines 
of this prayer: “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? Teach me 
to earn and spend money for Thy honor!” That’s a conversion of 
the heart, the mind, and the wallet! 

We can be sure that the Lord will continue to make the 
world go round, that is, until He rewards His faithful stew-
ards at the last day (Matt. 25:23).

1. Randy Alcorn, Managing God’s Money: A Biblical Guide, Tyndale House 
Publishers. Kindle Edition.

2. “Christian Teen Makes $35,000 in 4 Days, Tithes 20%, Gives Glory to 
God,” The World View in 5 Minutes, February 27, 2019, https://theworldview.com 
/#!news_broadcasts/baby-thrown-in-trash-after-being-born-alive-dr-james- 
dobson-god-forgive-us-christian-teen-makes-35000-in-four-days-and-gives-
god-glory.

3. https://www.challies.com/articles/4-really-good-money-questions/

Rev. Pieter van der Hoek is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in 
Burgessville, Ontario.
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WHAT IS A BUDGET?
A budget is a written spending and savings plan. It’s you 
telling your money what to do, rather than wondering where 
it went. The first thing that pops into the minds of many 
when they hear the word budget, is the word, “no!” But as 
much as a budget sets boundaries, it also gives permission. 
If you have diligently saved $50 every two weeks for a year, 
you have permission to spend $1,300 on a vacation. The best 
part is that with a spending plan, you can enjoy the vacation 
with the peace of mind that you are not forgetting about 
some other bill or running your reserves too low.

A budget should be simple. It doesn’t have to be a multi-
tabbed spreadsheet. The average budget should be able to fit 
on a single sheet of paper. It should list your income and all 
your expenses, grouped into common categories.

Finally, a budget is a ref lection of your value system. 
Show me your budget and I’ll tell you what is most impor-
tant to you.

WHY IS HAVING A BUDGET IMPORTANT?
First, God calls us to be stewards of the resources He grants 
us. A steward is someone who manages or looks after the 
property of another. Realizing that we are not the owner of 
“our money” changes our outlook. If you don’t have a budget, 
it’s hard to give an account of how you’ve managed what you 
were given or show that you did so wisely.

Second, many of us desire to give generously. With care-
ful planning and having a budget, not only is it possible, 
but we can be even more generous. Without a budget, it is 
difficult to keep our financial priorities in perspective and 
in focus.

Third, for those of us who are married, having a budget 
is a wonderful way to safeguard our marriages. Financial 
difficulty, which can be the result of not having a good 
plan, brings with it incredible relationship stress. Conf lict 
over finances is a leading cause of unhappy marriages. Even 
if money isn’t tight, it’s hard to be in the harness, working 
together as a team for shared goals. Having a budget fosters 
good communication and shared vision.

WHEN DO YOU START A BUDGET?
If you don’t already have a budget, the best time to start 
is now. Make a commitment to come up with a written 
spending plan and take the practical first steps, as laid out 
below. Don’t delay! As a deacon, I’ve sat with families and 
individuals who’ve had unexpected changes in income or 
large medical expenses. These events are never easy, but if 
you’ve had a budget, applied biblical wisdom, and have been 

diligent with saving for unplanned events, it becomes so 
much easier. Saving without a budget is difficult.

Budgeting is 80% behavior and 20% knowledge. The 
younger we start, the easier it becomes. Habits learned 
young aren’t easily forgotten. It’s also much easier to learn 
something when there are only a few things to manage. My 
first budget had three line items: Tithing, Next Car, and 
Emergency Fund. Today with a young family and owning 
a home, I have thirty-two line items and counting. Because 
I’ve budgeted for so long, managing it isn’t nearly as com-
plicated as it may sound; it’s become second nature.

HOW DO YOU START A BUDGET?
To get started, you’ll need to find a basic budgeting form, 
which lists the various categories that a person or family 
could put their money towards. It will include not only 
spending categories, such as a mortgage, food, and clothing, 
but also saving categories, such an long-term savings, retire-
ment or a new car fund. To get these forms, I recommend 
searching for “FPU Forms” on the internet. While you could 
do these on paper, I prefer a spreadsheet format because it 
can calculate automatically. Another option would be using 
a free budgeting app such as EveryDollar.

Once you have a budget form, fill it out making your 
best guess. It won’t be correct or perfect. That is normal and 
okay. It’s a beginning.

The second step is to record all your expenses for a 
month. This step seems so simplistic, many are tempted to 
skip it. It’s the “Naaman moment” of budgeting. Why is this 
so important? There are three reasons. First, budgeting takes 
a certain amount of self-discipline; so does recording your 
expenses for a month. Second, it’s a key step to understand-
ing where money is currently going. Invariably people who I 
have taken through budget counseling are shocked to learn 
the truth about their spending. Third, if your planned budget 
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doesn’t match reality, it will be very discouraging and you’ll 
probably quit budgeting within a few months.

Finally, take a budgeting class. I have greatly benefited 
from Financial Peace University. I recommend doing the 
in-person 9-week class. If it’s not available in your area, 
you can take it online. The benefit of doing a class with 
other people is the opportunity to learn from others and the 
accountability of doing it together.

WHAT ARE THE KEY PRINCIPLES OF BUDGETING?
1. Tithe First, Save Second, Spend Third. Know your priorities 
and put the most important things first. What you prioritize 
will get done.
2. Every dollar of income must have a name. Dollars that don’t 
have a name—that aren’t assigned a category—will disap-
pear. Tell your money where to go, rather than wondering 
where it went.
3. You must have an Emergency Fund of at least $1000. If 
you name every dollar but don’t have a reserve for a large 
unforeseen event, your budget will collapse.
4. Set up an automatic savings plan. This is the best thing 
I ever did financially. Start simple with a separate bank 
account for three categories: New Car, Vacation, and 
Retirement. Have the bank automatically transfer the same 
amount from each paycheck into the separate account. It’s 
amazing what regular saving over time can do. As you get 
comfortable with it, add more accounts as needed.
5. You can’t spend what you don’t have. If your fund doesn’t 
have enough, learn to wait. The borrower is slave to the 
lender. Do you want to be a slave?
6. Your budget needs a “Life Happens” category. Every month 
will have small things come up that are unplanned and hard 
to predict.
7. Your budget needs a pressure relief valve. Stop thinking pay-
check to paycheck; think monthly or annually. Get off the 
hamster wheel of this week’s bills. Look at your monthly or 
annual costs or savings goal and figure out how much you 
need to put aside from each paycheck to meet those needs. 
This is where automatic savings plans are a big help, but you 
can use actual envelopes as well.
8. Make sure you leave some room in the budget for fun. It’s 
important to remember that part of stewardship is taking 
care of ourselves. Just keep it in balance.
9. Expect your first couple of months to be rough. How many of 
us jumped out of our cribs and started running? It’s a learn-
ing process. Within six months, you’ll have bugs worked out 
of the system and it will run remarkably smooth.
10. Remember a budget also says, “Yes!” Don’t forget to use 
the money for what it is intended. A saving goal may take a 
while, but you saved it for a reason: use it!

HOW DO YOU TEACH CHILDREN TO BUDGET?
Start when your children are very young with a basic enve-
lope system. Keep it simple with three categories: Give, 
Save, Spend. As they receive money for gifts, do certain 
chores, or perhaps get an allowance, have them divide it out 
over those categories. As they use and add money, keep a 
tally on the envelope.

When your children enter their early teen years, consider 
giving them control of what you would spend for them on 
clothing or entertainment. For example, if you plan to spend 
$300 per year on clothing, give them $25 per month in their 
clothing envelope. Give them the opportunity to make a 
mistake and buy something they really didn’t need or really 
don’t want. This is a great way to learn about opportunity 
cost. Or give them a chance to experience delayed gratifi-
cation by having to wait. Have a brief meeting monthly to 
review their balances. It should be scheduled and regular. In 
this meeting, you should go over their past month’s spend-
ing and look ahead to upcoming events that they may want 
to save up for, such as a family vacation or buying clothes 
for a new school year. Teaching your children to budget is 
a wonderful way to shepherd their hearts.

WHERE DOES TITHING COME IN?
By definition, tithing means a tenth or 10%. Tithing isn’t 
in the first place, however, about a percentage; it’s a matter 
of the heart. When God asks us to tithe, He is principally 
asking if we trust Him enough to follow his plan for living. 
Giving is rewarding, but it can also hurt. When you’re faced 
with $35,000 in medical bills in a three-year period, that 
will rock your budget. Or perhaps you’re in the midst of put-
ting four kids through Christian education. Or retirement is 
just around the corner and your mortgage isn’t close to being 
paid off. In the face of life happening, there is a temptation 
to see the burden of giving and to reduce it or put it off.

So how do we make giving a priority? I recommend 
making it the first line item in your budget. If you list all 
your other expenses first and make giving an afterthought, 
it’s easy for giving to get squeezed. Bring giving to the top, 
express your faith in God’s plan, and experience the blessing 
of biblical living.

WHAT ABOUT CREDIT CARDS?
Our perspective on credit cards should be similar to that 
of alcohol. It’s not wrong to drink alcohol, but if you have 
a temptation to excess, drinking for you is wrong. How do 
you know if using credit cards is wrong for you? If you can’t 
pay off your credit balance in full each month, you have a 
spending problem and need to get rid of your credit cards.

Mark Moerdyk is a deacon of the Grand Rapids Free Reformed Church.  
He has worked in financial services for 13 years and has facilitated Financial 
Peace University many times. He is passionate about working with individuals 
and families as well as speaking to groups about applying biblical wisdom to 
our finances.
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HOW CAN A CHRISTIAN YOUNG PERSON  
BECOME AN ENTREPRENEUR?
In today’s godless world, business is on the same path as the rest 
of society and culture: greed, Sabbath desecration, and many 
other sins penetrate every business sector. Without Christian 
leaders at the helm of businesses, the downward spiraling trend 
will continue. Today, more than ever before, there is a need for 
talented Christians in business with strong leadership skills, 
a hard work ethic, disciplined integrity, and a generous spirit. 

The most common sphere of work an individual will find 
themselves in is, in all likelihood, some form of business. Every 
business at one point was started by an entrepreneur. Being a 
leader or starter in business is a wonderful pursuit with a high 
level of responsibility.

A young person growing up in a church community has 
an often unrealized asset: their church family. Many of my 
relationships with investors, clients, and advisors started and 
continue within the comradery of Christian brotherhood. 
Instead of looking down on raising funds from or selling ser-
vices to people you know well within the church, embrace it 
and realize that the diverse set of wealth and talents within a 
church body is a means by which God works out His loving 
providence. As your business grows, you will also realize that 
fellow beleivers are a talent pool of high-integrity, hardworking 
individuals able to work in your business.

The first step to becoming an entrepreneur is to search out 
your talents and your desires. Determine a service or a product 
that seems to be a fit and will provide immense value to society, 
which in turn produces a foundation for profit. With virtually 
no money, but an interest in the internet and business, I started 
a small marketing firm that took a journey of about four years 
to start profitability. A number of my businesses failed, but a 
couple excelled. Through the wisdom of mentors, great employ-
ees, and God’s blessing, working in my business every weekday 
is one of my greatest joys! Starting a business is always hard, 
but it has never been easier. Today we have fewer barriers to 
entry than ever before. Communication, technology, funding, 
and social networking have all become accessible and efficient. 
Although they can be misused, they can also be used positively.

In your serious pursuit of going into business, take great 
care in how you spend your years between the ages of sixteen 
and twenty-six. I have talked to many entrepreneurs who say 
things like, “How I wish someone had grabbed me by the 
shoulders and told me this,” or, “How I wasted my life on 

fun,” or, “How I regret not starting that meaningful enterprise 
before having children,” or, “Why did I spend four years at 
college when this business is what I always wanted to do!” If 
you have ever studied investments and compounding interest, 
you will realize that an early start can double or triple the out-
come. At the same time, no matter your age, if your calling is 
the will of God for you, give the highest measure of sincerity 
to it. God has given everyone a set of talents and His Word. 
Search and pray to find your calling and realize that it might 
change throughout your life. As you engage with God, find the 
wholesome pursuit that your mind and hands desire to engage 
in. Then leap into it with everything you have. Thousands of 
hours are required to become an expert at a service, system, 
or in the perfection of a product. Realize that the path can be 
hard and seem long at first. First Thessalonians 5:15–19 lays 
out a path and attitude: “…but ever follow that which is good, 
both among yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray 
without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

HOW DO BIBLICAL EXAMPLES GUIDE THE  
DEVELOPMENT OF A BUSINESS?
One can best look to God’s Word for examples of business 
owners acting with the glory of God as their first and primary 
calling. This is portrayed in employee interactions, philan-
thropy, wisdom, investing, and facilitating God’s ministry.

Boaz, “a mighty man of wealth” (Ruth 2:1–4), came to his 
farm and said to his employees, “The Lord be with you.” His 
farmhands responded, “The Lord bless thee.” What a beauti-
ful relationship between a businessman and his workers! Boaz 
was observant and generous: “Whose damsel is this?” His 
position as owner made him the only man standing in that 
field to take note of a lowly widow and to ask the questions to 
address her need. Then he took every step to help this woman 
help herself and her mother. He instructed her to “go not to 
glean in another field” and to “drink of what the young men 
have drawn.” He offers protection, care, and nourishment. 
Ruth realizes the generosity: “Why have I found grace in thine 
eyes that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a 
stranger?” (cf. Ruth 2:5–23).

Abraham was a powerful entrepreneur in his day with 
300 employees. He generously gave Lot the benefit of pick-
ing prime land and became extremely successful with a less 
fertile area. His f laws and weaknesses were apparent in his 
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lack of faith in God to provide a son of promise from Sarah 
and in lying about his wife being his sister to avoid conf lict. 
Yet his strength and integrity were shown in following God’s 
command to sacrifice his son of promise until God stopped 
him and changed his path once again. Ultimately, he was an 
example and inf luence to many, creating a successful business 
producing livestock and wealth while making treaties with 
kings and leaders. God chose this entrepreneur as the father 
of His people and as the beginning of His covenant promise.

Solomon managed hundreds of thousands of laborers. He 
ran a massive logging and quarry operation (1 Kings 5). He 
built the temple, ran an army, a navy, and a giant trade opera-
tion. The Queen of Sheba could not believe the wealth of 
Solomon, so she came to see it. She said, “The half was not 
told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which 
I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, 
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. 
Blessed be the Lord thy God which delighted in thee, to set 
thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for-
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice” 
(1 Kings 10:7–9). The Lord blessed Solomon greatly in wisdom 
and riches. Sadly, Solomon had a downfall because of his pride 
and did evil in the sight of the Lord. We can take great note 
of Solomon’s work in the book of Proverbs with its practical 
advice pertaining to business, wealth, and fairness:

• “Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he 
that gathereth by labor shall increase” (Prov. 13:11).

• “He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but 
he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty 
enough. A faithful man shall abound with blessing: but 
them that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent” 
(Prov. 28:19–20).

• “He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but 
the hand of the diligent maketh rich” (Prov. 10:4).

• “A false balance is abomination to the Lord: but a just 
weight is his delight” (Prov. 11:1).

HOW DOES A CHRISTIAN BUSINESS FIT  
WITHIN THE KINGDOM OF GOD?
My father runs a large non-profit educational “business” in 
the form of a seminary, training men for the ministry. As a 
teenager, I remember my Dad spending hours at the seminary 
calling people for funding. I never knew the names or details, 
but individuals would sometimes give $20,000, $100,000, or 
even more, in one gift. As I went into high school and exam-
ined the average living costs and salaries, I quickly realized 
that these donors must be doing something entirely different 
from the rest of the population. As I began to engage with 
investors and business leaders in my first business, I came to 
a very obvious conclusion. The majority of large donors were 
one of these three: 1) an active business owner; 2) a passive 
investor through a business, the stock market, or real estate; 

or 3) a recipient of a large inheritance from a family member 
who was a business owner.

As I plunged full time into the business world and became 
friends with investors and businessmen, so many of them 
brought up a specific mission or institution that the Lord had 
laid upon their heart. Some had funneled millions of dollars 
into homeless shelters, addiction ministries, and Bible transla-
tions. In short, the majority of the Lord’s work worldwide is 
funded by a very small minority of people who started a busi-
ness. A Christian business is one of the largest monetary tools 
used for the spreading of God’s kingdom. 

Money is just one factor here. Another way business owners 
fit in with God’s kingdom is through their leadership and influ-
ence. Boaz, Abraham, and Solomon were all examples of leaders 
whose habits, manners, and disciplines were watched by many 
in their day. They engaged other leaders and spoke of God to 
their staff and comrades. They were generous in providing for 
others and resolving problems.

A modern-day example of a Christian business owner 
is David Green of Hobby Lobby. In his book, Giving It All 
Away… And Getting It All Back Again, he describes a lifestyle of 
living generously and his motivation in doing so: “I remember 
praying and working on a plan to dramatically increase our 
giving…every six months…a plan to out-give God. We can’t 
out-give God, of course. Today we’ve landed on giving roughly 
fifty percent of our profits. But we continue to pray and rely 
on the Holy Spirit for guidance.”1

If you are called to be a business leader, to give of your time 
and your wealth, think of the incredible waste of time each day 
that you do not take that path. You cannot reclaim time. After 
all, it’s God’s time, God’s talents, and God’s will. “Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might; for there is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, 
whither thou goest” (Eccl. 9:10).

CONCLUSION
Ultimately, we must realize that in all of our pursuits, God 
gives and takes away. He provides talent and time. He created 
us in His image and for His glory. Our sin has stained us and 
yet we may be washed white as snow. Jesus paid it all with his 
blood on Calvary. His will for each individual is so different, 
despite the goal being the same: His glory. From the lineage of 
f lawed businessmen like Abraham, Boaz, and Solomon, Jesus 
would come to redeem mankind. 

The majority of our life will be spent in our work. Don’t 
treat that majority share of time lightly. Seek His will; employ 
your hands, mind, and heart; and do all to the honor and glory 
of God.

1. David Green, Giving It All Away… And Getting It All Back Again (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 2017).

Calvin Beeke is a real estate investor and entrepreneur. He resides in Grand Rap-
ids, with his wife, Laura, and two girls, Edalette and Selah. He is a member of the 
Heritage Reformed Congregation.
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BOOKTALK
ERIN WILLIS

Broken Pieces (And the God Who  
Mends Them) — Simonetta Carr
When a son, sister, or grandchild begins to 
behave in unexpected and disturbing ways, fam-
ily members hope it is simply a phase. For some, 
it is instead a lifetime illness—schizophrenia. 
The diagnosis of schizophrenia can bring shock, 
fear, and worry to everyone involved. But in the 
midst of the numerous challenges, hope doesn’t 
have to die. Simonetta chronicles her experience 
of caring for a son with schizophrenia, along 

with all the struggles, questions, and fervent prayer that went with 
it. But this isn’t one person’s story. She has provided information 
and wisdom from psychiatrists, pastors, parents, and people who 
successfully live with schizophrenia, uncovering the gospel in each 
situation and sharing hard-won insights on how to care and advocate 
for those we love.

(Presbyterian and Reformed, PB, 359 pages) $16.00/$10.00

Maturity— Growing Up and Going On in 
the Christian Life — Sinclair B. Ferguson
What are the most important lessons the  
New Testament has to teach us about being a 
Christian?

Sinclair Ferguson shows that a deep-seated 
concern of the writers of the New Testament was 
to see Christians grow to spiritual maturity— 
and if that was the concern of the first believers, 
then it should be our concern too. In clear and 
logical chapters that are rooted in the reality of 

the Christian life, the author, who has had long experience in pas-
toral ministry and seminary teaching, seeks to show what Christian 
maturity is, and how it is to be obtained. It was the apostle Paul’s 
desire to present those to whom he ministered “mature in Christ”—
for such a maturity would lead to stable, servant-hearted Christians, 
and healthy, fruit-bearing churches. All those who desire to live use-
ful, mature, and consistent Christian lives will gain much wisdom 
from reading and ref lecting upon the contents of this book.

(Banner of Truth, PB, 231 pages) $17.00/$12.00

Saving the Reformation — W. Robert Godfrey
There has been renewed interest in the f ive 
points of Calvinism among many Christians 
today. But these doctrines are not a product of 
the twenty-first century. So where did they come 
from, and why are they so important? Dr. W. 
Robert Godfrey takes us back to 1618–19 when 
the Canons of Dort were written in response 
to a mounting theological assault on Reformed 
Christianity. Now, for its four-hundredth anni-
versary, he offers a new translation and pastoral 

commentary on the canons, equipping the next generation with these 
God-glorifying truths.

(Reformation Trust, HC, 265 pages) $19.00/$12.00

Julia Gonzaga — Simonetta Carr
At age twenty, Julia Gonzaga was 
one of the most envied women in 
Italy. A property owner, she enter-
tained artists, poets, and musicians 
at her castle; and she was the pretti-
est woman in the country! Yet Julia 
was confused and anxious about God 
and her own sin. No matter how hard 
she tried not to sin, she often put her 

desires to please other people before obeying God. She finally found 
peace when she understood the gospel, and then she devoted her life to 
sharing the good news with others. Her story, set in the 1500s, gives 
today’s young readers an opportunity to learn about the unique chal-
lenges of the Italian Reformation and some of the Italian Christians 
who risked and even gave their lives for the sake of Christ.

(Reformation Heritage Books, HC, 64 pages) $18.00/$14.00

A Certain Sound: A Primer on Open Air 
Preaching — Ryan Denton and Scott Smith
“A Certain Sound is a well-written, carefully 
crafted, scripturally saturated book that was a 
joy to read. As one who has many years’ experi-
ence with open air preaching, I thank God for 
this stirring call to the church to fulfill one of 
her main duties—namely, preaching Jesus ‘to 
every creature.’ Read this book. Master it. And 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, let the ‘certain 
sound’ of the glorious gospel of Christ be heard 
outdoors once again.”

—Rob Ventura, Grace Community Baptist Church,  
North Providence, Rhode Island

(Reformation Heritage Books, PB, 128 pages) $16.00/$12.00 

The Collected Prayers of John Knox 
Edited by Brian G. Najapfour
“Here for the first time in a single volume are 
the extant prayers composed by the sixteenth-
century Scottish Reformer John Knox. The 
outward circumstances of their origin ref lect a 
lifetime of tumultuous events and ardent struggle 
for the advance of Christ’s kingdom in the face 
of entrenched political and ecclesiastical opposi-
tion. Similarly, their inward springs disclose a 
spirit steeped in the lamentation and confession 
of sin, hope for mercy, and confident trust in the 

providence of God that are characteristic of the Psalms, and a heart 
fixed on the perfect priesthood, sacrifice, and prevailing interces-
sion of the Lord Jesus. Prayers that originally appeared in settings as 
diverse as Knox’s History of the Reformation of Religion in Scotland, 
his letters to beleaguered congregations, or his manuals of worship 
are here conveniently arranged in a classification according to their 
theme and their suitable occasions.”—from the foreword by R. Sherman Isbell

(Reformation Heritage Books, HC, 208 pages) $20.00/$15.00 
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The Missionary Fellowship of  
William L. Carey — Michael A.G. Haykin
The eighteenth century was a time of remark-
able missionary activity. As the British Empire 
expanded around the world, Christian mission-
aries followed in the wake of merchants and 
explorers to bring the gospel to places where 
Christ had never been named. At the heart of 
this global missionary movement was William 
Carey. From humble beginnings in England, 

Carey journeyed halfway around the world to preach the gospel on 
the Indian subcontinent. Known as the founder of modern mis-
sions, Carey is often portrayed as a solitary trailblazer and pioneer. 
But that isn’t the full story. In The Missionary Fellowship of William 
Carey, Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin explores Carey’s life and introduces 
us to the band of brothers who labored with him to spread the gospel 
on a global scale. As we follow their stories, we will discover how 
God uses Christian friendship to advance His kingdom and be 
encouraged to nurture deep, long-lasting, Christ-honoring friend-
ships in our own lives.

(Reformation Trust, HC, 161 pages) $16.00/$11.00

The Identity and Attributes of God
Terry L. Johnson
Our chief end and purpose is to know God and 
thereby to honour and enjoy Him. These pages 
explore God’s identity. The God who is Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit is also Creator, Governor, 
and Redeemer. This one true God is infinitely 
and unchangingly holy, just, good, and loving. 
This work is offered with the hope that it might 
promote the true knowledge of the true God. 
As Matthew Henry said, ‘To know the perfec-

tions of the divine nature, the unsearchable riches of divine grace, 
to be led into the mystery of our redemption and reconciliation by 
Christ, this is food; such knowledge as this is a feast to the soul.’

(Banner of Truth, HC, 408 pages) $29.00|$21.00

How Shall They Hear? — Ryan M. McGraw
Preaching is the primary means of grace, yet 
most Christians do not spend much time study-
ing it. Many preachers do so only to know how 
to prepare sermons. Some believers study how 
to preach, most don’t study preaching at all, 
and very few study the theology of preaching. 
The result is that preachers often preach without 
asking how the Bible defines preaching, what 
agenda it sets for preaching, and what preaching 
should look like in light of these deeper ques-

tions. Likewise, non-preachers sit under the primary means of grace 
every week without understanding why it is the primary means of 
grace and why they should expect to hear Christ’s voice through it.

(Evangelical Press, PB, 121 pages) $11.00|$7.00

Why I Love the Apostle Paul—30 Reasons
John Piper
John Piper, who has preached to thousands 
around the world, claims no person other than 
Jesus Christ Himself has had a greater impact 
on his life than the apostle Paul. In this book, 
Piper ref lects on the ministry of this famous 
persecutor-turned-missionary, drawing on the 
six decades he has spent “getting to know” Paul 
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through the New Testament, which records his conversion, mission-
ary journeys, and 13 letters he penned to churches throughout the 
ancient world. Offering readers 30 reasons why he loves the apostle 
Paul, this book of short meditations on the wonder of the gospel, 
perseverance through suffering, love for unbelievers, and God’s work 
through weakness will encourage readers to imitate Paul’s example 
of unwavering confidence in God’s grace and love toward others.

(Crossway, PB, 204 pages) $13.00|$8.00

Passions of the Heart: Biblical Counsel  
for Stubborn Sexual Sins
John D. Street
Enticed by rage, sensuality, or pride, anyone can 
become caught up in previously unimaginable 
acts. Experienced biblical counselor John Street 
takes a hard look at the heart idolatries that 
lead even Christians to commit egregious sexual 
sin…showing how to bring lasting change by 
identifying the underlying motivations of the 
heart. Here there is hope: any sin can be for-

given, and Christ gives men and women the grace to mortify f leshly 
desires and to humbly live for Him.

(Presbyterian and Reformed, PB, 308 pages) $20.00|$14.00

MAY/JUNE 2019  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  123



MATTHEW 18 PRINCIPLE
Someone said we should use the “Matthew 18 Principle.” What is this? | Suggested Reading: Matthew 18:15–35

The “Matthew 18 Principle” is a teaching of Jesus that instructs 
you how you should respond when another Christian says or does 
something that you believe is wrong against God, others, or your-
self when this is only known by you or a few others. This principle 
is found in Matthew 18, which is how this principle gets its name.

The Matthew 18 principle teaches that you should not simply 
ignore the sin of a fellow Christian, but that you should try to 
encourage repentance and to seek resolution of the conf lict the 
sinful words or actions evoked (1 Thess. 5:14–15; Rom. 15:14). You 
are to do this prayerfully, humbly, and privately; in other words, 
involving as few people as possible. The steps to take are outlined 
below. When proceeding, you need to be sure about the issue and 
not act on mere hearsay. You must act and speak the truth in love 
(Eph. 4:15). You must pray much and do all with a humble spirit. 
You must stay focused on doing the best for the person who sinned, 
for his repentance and Christian walk.

What steps am I to follow when using the Matthew 18 Prin-
ciple? The following three:

1. Speak with the person alone. Pray and look for a fitting oppor-
tunity, for the right time and place. For example, this might be 
inviting the person out for “coffee” at a restaurant. In this way, 
the person knows ahead of time that you would like to speak to 
him about something. He is better prepared, as you did not spring 
your conversation as a surprise and the setting lends itself to con-
versation. Explain, humbly speaking the truth in love, what your 
understanding of the circumstances is and that your motive is to 
follow the Matthew 18 Principle. You want to speak privately with 

him to seek his best. Ask if your understanding is correct. It may be 
that it is not. It is possible that your perceptions and understandings 
are mistaken or that you are not aware of the full truth. The matter 
might be easily cleared away simply by your better understanding. 
If your understanding is correct, the person may repent and decide 
not to speak or act in the sinful way anymore (Matt. 18:15). This 
would be wonderful and a clear answer to your prayer.

It may be, however, that the person does not repent and your 
speaking with him does not achieve the results you desired. The 
person states that he is going to continue in his own way and that 
this is none of your business. Then, with a humble spirit of genuine 
care, you should inform him and then proceed to step 2.

2. Speak with one or two others. Pray and choose a person(s) very care-
fully to assist you. Ask one or two other Christians who you know 
are confidential, wise, and one(s) who the person would respect. 
Arrange a meeting between the three or four of you. Choose a date, 
time, and location that would work for all. When meeting together, 
talk through the whole situation together and then ask the wise 
friend(s) for their advice. It is possible that the person involved will 
repent from his sin and change after meeting with the three of you. 
If not, inform him and then proceed to step #3.

3. Speak with the church elders. Pray and tell two or more of the 
person’s church elders (this could include his pastor as one of the 
elders) all that has happened and the results from the previous 
meetings. Then continue to pray and trust the matter in God’s 
hands, as you have followed the steps our Lord taught us in the 
Matthew 18 Principle.

Why would it be wrong to simply ignore the sinful behavior of a Christian friend? Why is a humble spirit so critical in the Matthew 18 
Principle process? Why is genuine love for the person and his welfare so important? Why is prayer essential in this process?

QUESTIONS ANSWERED JAMES W. BEEKEfor teens

MONEY
Is it wrong to be rich, and to buy expensive things? | Suggested Reading: Matthew 6:24–34

Money is not evil. Being rich is not wrong. Many of the saints 
in the Bible were wealthy. Think of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job, 
David, Solomon, and many more. Owning expensive things is not 
wrong in and of itself. Think of the gold bracelets and jewelry that 
Abraham’s servant gave to Rebekah or the size of the gift Jacob 
gave to Esau. 

The love of money, however, is wrong. Living for wealth and 
placing riches as the main goal of my life is sin. Trusting in my 
money and possessions and believing that these will give me hap-
piness and satisfaction, instead of God, is sinful idolatry. “If riches 
increase, set not your heart upon them” (Ps. 62:10). 

Our culture worships money and possessions. Advertising tries 
to convince us that we will be happy if we could own a certain 
toy, bike, car, home, or retirement savings, and not be happy if we 
don’t. It is not wrong to have these things, but to covet them and 
make them our main goal is wrong. Many people are deceived by 

riches. “But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition” (1 Tim. 6:9).

Stinginess, miserliness, and hoarding of money are contrary to 
God’s will. “God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). We must 
always remember that when we possess health, ability, success, and 
money, that all are gracious gifts of God (Deut. 8:18; 1 Chron. 
29:12; Eccl. 5:19; Hos. 2:8). Therefore, we are not to be proud 
of our wealth, possessions, or honours, but to be humble, since 
all we have, we received as gifts from God. Out of a humble and 
thankful spirit, therefore, we are to cheerfully give of our increase 
to God and others. 

The Lord Jesus also teaches us not to worry or be anxious about 
money and material possessions, but to trust our heavenly Father 
for these things. How does the suggested daily reading help us to 
set our priorities correctly?

What is meant by the statement, “There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great 
riches” (Prov. 13:7)? Read Jesus’s conclusion to His Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 7:24–27). If we place our expectation in money and 

earthly possessions, how are we, like the foolish builder, building our house upon the sand?



God Calls Us to Follow Him
When Jesus called the disciples to follow Him, it marked 
a turning point in their lives. Just think of it—on a bright 
sunny day at the Sea of Galilee, two brothers, Peter and 
Andrew, put down their fishing nets and followed Jesus. 
Two of their friends, James and John, came too. Then there 
was Matthew who packed up his tax-collecting desk for 
the last time and followed Jesus. One by one, twelve men 
packed up their things and said goodbye to the old and hello 
to the new! 

They didn’t know what would happen in their new life, 
but they did know one thing: they wanted to follow Jesus 
Christ. The disciples discovered that following Jesus was not 
just a one-time event, it was a way of life. The next three 
years were a special time of God growing their faith and 
understanding. The Lord was preparing them for a lifetime 
of service by changing them to think and act like Christ—
they had important kingdom work to do in His plan!

This training wasn’t always easy—they were upset by 
pushy crowds, angry leaders, an exhausting travel schedule, 
and generally being disliked in many of the places they 
went to. There were many times they were confused by the 
things Jesus said and the way He led them. At times they 
were afraid for their lives, worrying the sea might swallow 
them, or later, that they would be killed. And when their 
Master Himself, died on the cross, they felt like their whole 
world had crumbled.  

God Calls Us to Grow
Although their world crumbled, their faith did not. The 
entire time they had been with Jesus, He had been grow-
ing their faith. And do you know what He usually used? 
The hard things in their lives: the storms, the times when 
it seemed they didn’t have enough, the worries about what 
was going to happen. The troubles were never easy, but they 
had a very great purpose—strengthening their faith in God. 
After Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples depended on 
His Word and Spirit to strengthen and direct them and they 
became even more bold in their witness. 

Consider Peter, the fisherman that left his nets at the 
Sea of Galilee and followed Jesus. Although he left his nets 
and followed, God wanted him to grow! Many times Peter 
spoke too quickly or did the wrong thing. Bit by bit, the 
Lord worked Christ-confidence and faith in place of self-
confidence and unbelief in Peter’s mind and heart. He was 

changing Peter from a rough, tough, self-confident fisher-
man to a bold, wise, loving truth-teller. Peter was the one 
who stood up on Pentecost and preached the Word with 
power. Later Peter wrote letters to encourage believers to 
rejoice in suffering because it was what God was using to 
grow their faith: “That the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom having not seen, ye 
love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiv-
ing the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls”  
(1 Peter 1:7–9).

Peter was reminding them that the hard things in their 
lives were actually turned into good things by God’s power. 
He had seen it happen in his very own life. 

Following Jesus Christ Today
I’m guessing you don’t have fishing nets or a tax-collecting 
desk, but Jesus is calling you to a completely new life when 
He calls you to follow Him. He is still making disciples! Just 
like the twelve disciples, He calls all those who follow Him 
to a lifetime of learning and growing. 

Have you ever wondered why the Lord doesn’t make all 
the painful things go away in your life? I think there were 
many times the disciples wondered this too. Many of us face 
hard things that don’t seem good at all. I’m sure that you 
can think of something in your own life! Maybe you are 
sick, struggling in school, or feel all alone. Could it be that 
the Lord is calling you to come to Him with your troubles? 

Instead of leaving your troubles behind, the Lord invites 
you to come to Him with your troubles. Not only will He 
carry your troubles for you, but He will use them to grow 
and strengthen your faith. “And he said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23).

We carry our burdens, looking to Jesus. And while we 
follow Him, He teaches us to depend on His Word (the 
Bible!) and Spirit: two gifts that change us and make our 
faith stronger. As we follow Him, like the disciples, we find 
our troubles no longer crush us. They may still be difficult, 
but the power of God in our lives is even stronger. 

Kara Dedert is a homemaker, mother of five children, and a member of the 
Grand Rapids HRC.

MEDITATION FOR CHILDREN | KARA DEDERT

Following Jesus
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ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLE

BIBLE QUIZ  for children
CHERYL DEWAAL

LIGHT
Spring is here and summer is on its way. The daylight is lasting longer and maybe you 
are looking forward to more time outside in God’s beautiful creation. Have you ever 
stopped to think about what a wonderful blessing light is? The sun’s light warms the 
earth and causes plants to grow. It also cheers us up after a long, dreary winter. In 
God’s Word we can read all about light, especially the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. 
You can search the following passages to learn more about light. When you have com-
pleted each blank, use the circled letters to find out what Jesus said about Himself.

 1. In Creation, God divided the light from the                 . (Genesis 1:4)      
 2. God led the Israelites through the wilderness in a pillar of         by night to give them light. (Exodus 13:21)
 3. What does the Bible say about the wicked in the book of Job? “The light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his 

fire shall not           .” ( Job 18:5)
 4. In Psalm 4:6, David pleads for the Lord’s blessing as he prays, “LORD, lift thou up the light of thy  

                            upon us.”
 5. Our great Creator uses poetic words to describe how He covers Himself with light like a                 and stretches  

the heavens like a curtain. (Psalm 104:2)
 6. God’s Word is described as “a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my          .” (Psalm 119:105)
 7. Ecclesiastes 11:7 tell us that “the light is          , and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun.”
 8. Isaiah 42:6 is referring to Jesus Christ as a “light of the                    .”
 9. In Matthew 5:16, God’s people are instructed to “let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and  

                 your Father which is in heaven.”
10. The apostle Paul tells us to “cast off the works of darkness” and “put on the                of light.” (Romans 13:12)
11. What does 1 John 1:7 say we will have if we walk in the light? “We have                       one with another, and the  

          of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
12. In the book of Revelation, who is the light of the Holy City? “The           is the light thereof.” (Revelation 21:23)

What does Jesus say about Himself in John 8? Use the circled letters to complete the sentence. Be careful—the letters are not in order!

“                                                                   .”

Hi! I am Cheryl DeWaal. I am a 
wife and mother of four, as well 
as an elementary school teacher. I 
am really looking forward to dig-
ging into God’s Word with you 
and learning how it applies to 
our everyday lives.

Dear children, 
I want to thank Mrs. Kristin Meschke for writing your Bible Quiz 

page each Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth issue for the past few years. We 
are deeply grateful for her work. Thank you so much, Kristin.

For this and future issues, Mrs. Cheryl DeWaal, a member of the 
Heritage Reformed Congregation in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a 
teacher in Plymouth Christian School (who introduces herself on this 
page), will be writing this page for you, the Lord willing. I hope you 
continue to enjoy and learn much from your Bible Quiz page. You can 
never know and search the Bible too much. May God richly bless His 
Word to your precious never-dying soul. 

Warmly, Pastor Beeke



“A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there 
is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24).

Ella pushed up the sleeves of her red sweater for the second 
time. It always seemed to be so hot in the Sunrise Rest 
Home! Next time she was going to wear short sleeves, even 
if it was chilly outside. Ella’s family, along with a bunch of 
other families from her church, visited the rest home every 
month, telling a simple Bible story and singing hymns and 
Psalters to the gathered seniors. As Ella fidgeted with her 
sleeves, an energetic nurse was pushing an old woman in 
a wheelchair to the front of the room. The old woman’s 
head rested forward and her eyes were closed. Ella won-
dered if she would even be able to enjoy the singing. In the 
first row where the seniors sat, right in the dead center, 
an elderly man with bright eyes looked expectantly at the 
group of singers. Ella recognized him immediately. He was 
the man who had not missed one sing-along. Not only did 
he always arrive early, but once everyone was singing, his 
lips mouthed the words as his long fingers kept time on 
his brown pants.

About twenty elderly had arrived, and it was time to 
begin. Ella’s dad began by reading from Proverbs 18:24. 

His voice rang clear, “A man that hath friends must shew 
himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.” He then spent a few minutes talking about 
how friends, even close ones, will often fade away as one 
ages. Death especially separates earthly friends. He men-
tioned how loneliness can be the constant companion of 
the elderly, but that there is a friend who would never leave. 
He paused and then asked who that friend was, and before 
anyone could answer, Ella’s little brother shouted out that 
it was God. Her dad smiled and said that yes, Jesus Christ 
is the best friend a person can have, for He will never leave 
or forsake those who put their trust in Him.

Ella looked at the many faces in front of her. Some 
seemed to be listening while others looked vacantly ahead 
or had their eyes closed. Were these old people lonely even 
though they were surrounded by other people? Where were 
their friends or family? Did they have any? She glanced 
at Mr. Brown Pants in the front row, as she always called 
him in her mind. He seemed cheerful whenever he arrived, 
leaning heavily on his cane. Was he married? Did he have 
children that visited him?

Her wandering thoughts were abruptly stopped when 
she felt her mom’s hand on her shoulder. “Ella,” she 
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whispered. “Both Mrs. Young and Timothy aren’t here! 
We don’t have a piano player. Can you play some of the 
simple songs? We can sing any difficult ones acapella.” 
Ella’s eyes widened and her thoughts began to whirl. Play 
the piano? It was a grand piano! And in front of all these 
people? I’m not a good player! I’ve never had piano lessons. All 
that I can play are a few easy songs and a few Psalters! Seeing 
the fear in Ella’s eyes, her mom nudged her gently toward 
the piano and with an encouraging smile, she whispered, 
“You can do it, Ella.”

Ella slid onto the piano bench and glanced at the 
gleaming white and black keys. Her hands were trem-
bling but she bravely made eye contact with her dad, who 
was leading the singing. Her dad smiled, winked, and 
then announced the first song: Psalter 10. Ella thankfully 
turned to the correct page. At least she knew how to play 
this! After a simple introduction, the group jumped in with 
the words and soon the room was filled with music.

The rest of the singing was a blur to Ella. Halfway 
through, her younger brother slid onto the bench with her 
and kicked his chubby legs back and forth while he sang 
the songs he knew. Ella surprised herself by playing most 
of the songs, sometime dropping the left hand if it was too 
difficult. No one seemed to notice or care. They ended 
with “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” sung 
acapella, and Ella gently closed the lid over the piano keys 
while her younger brother hopped off the bench and ran to 
his mom. Ella sighed. Although playing the piano tonight 
was just a small beginning to her musical dreams, it had 
felt so wonderful.

After the adults and kids put away their song books, 
they made their way to the elderly, a smile on their face 
and a warm greeting in their mouth. Ella fervently wished 
that they didn’t always have to talk to the old people after-
wards, but that they could just say good-bye and leave. 
What was she supposed to say to these old people that she 
didn’t know? She had once tried to talk to a wrinkled old 
woman with a shawl around her shoulders, but that hadn’t 
turned out so well! The old woman had grasped her arm 
tightly and began to chatter rapidly in words Ella couldn’t 
understand. Her dark eyes peered intently into Ella’s face, 
and she continued to babble. Ella had been terribly fright-
ened and had tried to pull away, but the old woman’s grip 
was tight. Finally a nurse had arrived, and gently speaking 
to the old woman, she had loosened Ella’s arm and then 
wheeled the lady away. Ever since then, Ella had stayed 
along the edges of the meeting room, pretending to put 
things away or get her coat until it was time to go.

As Ella began to edge along the outskirts of the room 
once more, her father’s words seemed to come back to her. 

Many old people were lonely. They had no friends or fam-
ily alive that cared for them. And there was Mr. Brown 
Pants, sitting alone with no one talking to him. Did she 
dare? Shyly Ella walked toward him and sat in the chair 
next to him.

“Hi, my name is Ella.” She tried to use a loud and clear 
voice, as her mom had encouraged her to do when talking 
with seniors.

“And mine is Mr. Balinkski,” the old man answered. 
He continued, “What a fine treat we had tonight! Not 
only a new piano player, but one who has quite the talent!” 
Although his words were slightly slurred, Ella was happy 
that she could easily understand him, and she blushed at 
his kind words.

“I’ve never had piano lessons,” she explained. “Mom 
said I could maybe have them when I’m older. I could then 
help to pay for them and be able to drive to the teacher’s 
house. I’m only ten years old right now. But I do like play-
ing on our piano at home.”

“No lessons?” Mr. Balinkski murmured. “Well, well, 
well. That’s a shame.” His voice trailed off and his mind 
seemed far away.

Ella didn’t know what to say, but then blurted out, “Do 
you have any family? Are you lonely?”

Mr. Balinkski turned to her, his eyes suddenly filling 
with tears. “My wife died a year ago and we never had any 
children.” He paused, and Ella felt her own eyes beginning 
to swim. “But,” he continued, “I know the person that the 
Bible talks about—the person who sticks closer than a 
brother. Jesus is my friend, and He’s never left me. He’s 
never left me these 80 years. And I hope He’s your friend 
too. That’s the most important thing in the world.” He 
reached out and gently squeezed Ella’s hand. “But enough 
about this old lonely man.” His voice brightened. “We need 
to think about a little girl that doesn’t have piano lessons 
right now. But she should…and perhaps could. How far 
away do you live, if you don’t mind me asking?”

“Not far,” Ella said. “In fact, we sometimes walk here 
when we’re not running late.”

“Even better! God’s ways are sometimes quite unex-
pected,” the old man said. “Perhaps, perhaps…but I need 
to think this through. Can I speak to your mom or dad 
for a moment?”

Ella felt a queer trembling inside of her. It was not the 
same fear that had gripped her before she had played the 
piano tonight, but it was a f luttery, breathless feeling that 
something exciting was about to happen….

(to be continued)

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member of 
the HRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Adapted from Open Windows.
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and being involved in church ministry has stretched us 
beyond what we thought we could bear. Yet, through it 
all God has proven Himself to be our good Father, who 
lavishes us with His good gifts, and our loving Shepherd, 
who graciously leads us. Knowing that He is both sovereign 
and good gives us the confidence that all of our trials are 
purposeful for strengthening our faith and developing our 
character (James 1:2–4).

Woven through these formative experiences has been 
the rich privilege of studying at PRTS. The countless class 
lectures, readings, chapel messages, practice preaching ser-
mons, Table Talk sessions, mentorship meetings, brotherly 
discussions, and private devotions have all been aimed at the 
one goal of growing in the fear and knowledge of the Lord. 
By God’s grace, He has blessed this time by giving me a 
greater love for His Spirit-inspired Word and expanded my 
views of Christ in His glory and grace. 

In what ways has PRTS’s emphasis on a biblical, Reformed, 
experiential model of preaching and piety shaped your out-
look for doing future ministry? Where are you hoping to serve 
Christ and His church?
PRTS’s emphasis has instilled in me the desire to reach the 
whole man with God’s whole truth. In line with 1 Timothy 
1:5, PRTS has underscored that all ministry begins with my 
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Seminary Life with 

MARK WAGENAAR

Please share a little about your life.
I grew up in a Christian home in Vineland, Ontario and 
was the youngest of five children. When I was seven my 
Mom passed away from cancer and this impressed upon me 
the uncertainty of life. During my teen years, I responded 
in bitterness towards God by living a rebellious lifestyle. 
On the 10th anniversary of my Mom’s death, I was in a 
season of conviction and God providentially led me back to 
a letter that she had written a few weeks before she passed 
away. The brief letter highlighted the brevity of life and the 
saving love of God in Christ. God used this letter and a ser-
mon on Sermonaudio.com to show me that while I am an 
unrighteous sinner, there is righteousness and acceptance 
with the Father through faith in His Son. I praise God for 
His wisdom and kindness in using hard circumstances and 
weak means to accomplish His saving purposes.

Over the years my family has grown. My Dad remar-
ried, so I have a Mom again and a younger sister. Most of 
my siblings are married, and there are many nieces and 
nephews who add to the excitement. I have been blessed in 
being married to Sarah for four and a half years. God has 
gifted us with a happy, energetic, one-year old son, Luke.

Prior to coming to seminary, I studied Business 
Administration at Brock University, and worked for a year 
and a half doing sales and marketing. I had the oppor-
tunity of leading a Bible study at Brock University and 
being involved in both a youth and seniors’ ministry at my  
home church.

What impact has seminary had on you personally? What 
personal challenges have you faced and how has the Lord 
used these challenges to mature your faith?
The past four years at seminary have been invaluable in 
shaping and preparing Sarah and me for a life of ministry. 
In many ways, it has felt like a boot-camp where God has 
used various trials to make us more dependent on Him and 
useful for His service. Navigating through family strug-
gles, discerning God’s calling, managing a busy workload, 
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own personal walk with the Lord. I cannot minister to oth-
ers if I am not first placing myself under Christ’s ministry 
through the means of grace. Christ’s love needs to be the 
driving power of my gospel ministry (2 Cor. 5:14). It is by 
consciously living in the presence of the triune God that I 
am able to love His people and minister to them in Word 
and prayer. This is my desire as I seek to serve Christ and 
His church through pastoral ministry in the Free Reformed 
Churches of North America.

When thinking about seminary, what advice would you give 
to someone looking to possibly attend PRTS, especially for 
someone coming from outside a US context?
My first taste of PRTS was through taking an online class, 
and I’d recommend that as a good starting point for gauging 
your interest. Also, come and visit PRTS. For me and many 
other students, that has been the deciding factor. Making 
this trip is especially beneficial if you are an international 
student. During your visit, it is valuable to think about 
some of the practical logistics such as housing, schooling 
options for children, local churches, etc.

If you are already planning on attending PRTS for 
studies, then it will be helpful to get the language courses 
out of the way before you come. Also, if you have a family, 
make sure they are committed to your studies, as they will 
have to work with your busy schedule.

When you arrive at seminary, get involved in the com-
munity life through the fellowship groups or Monday night 
soccer. Also, show up to class excited and teachable and 
don’t wait until seminary to be spending time in the Word 
and prayer.

As someone looking to graduate in May of this year, what 
are your plans? Are you planning to return home or go on to 
further your education before serving the church somewhere 
in the world?
Lord willing, I plan on taking my candidacy exam in June 
with the hopes of becoming a pastor in the FRC and serv-
ing in a local congregation. At this point, I have completed 
half of a ThM degree as well, so I will be looking to fin-
ish the rest of that degree from distance while I serve in  
a church.

PRTS News

NEWS AND NUMBERS FROM PRTS
The admissions committee meets approximately every two months and we typically have about twenty new appli-
cants. Final admission depends on the applicant’s qualifications and readiness for admission. Since 2009 we have 
accepted 384 students. Of that number 289 started their program with us. Currently we have 33 applicants for a 
degree program. This semester we have 109 students taking courses and 9 students auditing courses. This is our 
highest enrollment to date.

PRTS has 158 alumni serving our Lord in a variety of ministries and nations. An encouraging statistic is that 
over 90% of our alumni are still actively serving in ministry. 

Some of our alumni have just entered new stages in their potential for ministry. We congratulate Martin Kuiv-
enhoven, a minister of the Heritage Reformed Congregations, for his recent completion of his PhD in historical 
theology. Young Jae Lee was recently ordained as a Free Reformed Church home missionary serving in the Man-
hattan, New York area.

Staff has been growing along with enrollment and faculty needs. We have a staff of thirteen serving our stu-
dents and ten faculty members. Recently, we celebrated the successful doctoral defense of one of our staff, our 
admissions director, Jonathon Beeke. Jonathon completed his PhD in historical theology at Apeldoorn University, 
Groningen, the Netherlands.

Our campus has grown over our history as well. Our most recent expansion has been our student housing 
building. All sixteen apartments are occupied, with six families on the waiting list. This development has proven to 
be a remarkable blessing to our resident students. 

Please allow me to express my sincere appreciation for your continued support. One of the privileges I have 
is to open and process the mail. What an encouragement we have on a weekly, almost daily basis, when gifts with 
notes expressing your prayerful support come in. We truly experience the communion of saints as you partner with 
us from your variety of churches. 

The Lord has blessed our seminary with our daily needs, equipping His called servants for sacred ministry 
and teaching. We covet your continued prayerful support as we seek to serve the Christ of God in the privilege of 
serving His church.

           —Henk Kleyn
            Vice President for Operations



“BOTH-AND” 
GENEROSITY

Sell all that thou hast, and distribute 
unto the poor…and come, follow me 
(Luke 18:22).

These are troubling words from 
Jesus. It’s difficult to know what to 

do with them. Should we sell off whatever we have to follow 
Jesus? Are we being disobedient if we refuse?

The fact that Jesus says, “sell all that thou hast…and come, 
follow me” to the rich young ruler speaks volumes. Possessing 
wealth isn’t the deal-breaker when it comes to kingdom ser-
vice. Rather, it’s when wealth possesses us that following Jesus 
becomes impossible. This was the man’s problem.

Giving is often framed as an “either-or” scenario that pits 
neighbor against family. We want to share more generously 
with our neighbor—but what if there isn’t enough for our fam-
ily? Understanding generosity this way naturally results in a 
tighter grip upon our wealth.

But from the vantage of Scripture, generous giving is not an 
“either-or” choice but a “both-and” opportunity.

WEALTH IS A GIFT FROM GOD TO PROVIDE FOR BOTH 
OUR FAMILIES AND KINGDOM CAUSES.
Jesus-followers make decisions about their wealth based on the 
priority of their relationships and the means available to them. 
Family members are included on the list of kingdom causes!

If you’re feeling stuck between a rock and a hard place when 
it comes to your giving, recall this reminder from the Apostle 
Paul: “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 
Tim. 5:8). These are strong words by any standard; however, 
they underscore that caring for our household is also part of 
our ministry.

Jesus’s plan for you includes your wealth. For some (as with 
the rich young ruler), this includes parting with wealth in order 
to serve. But for others, it simply means giving generously to 
provide for the needs of the family and neighbors they’ve been 
entrusted to love.

To learn more about how you can support both your family 
and kingdom causes, like PRTS, contact the seminary’s devel-
opment office at 616-432-3407.

—Chris Hanna

GENEROSITY 101

FACULTY ITINERARIES & PUBLICATIONS
MICHAEL BARRETT | Itinerary
June 9: Ontario: Bornholm Free Reformed
July 14: Ontario: Dundas Free Reformed

JOEL BEEKE | Itinerary
May 3–4: Ontario: Home Schooling Conference
May 5: St. Catharines, Ontario: URC and HRC
May 17–19: British Columbia: Conference, Bulkley Valley Reformed
May 24–26: North Providence, RI: Conference, Grace Community
June 8–9: British Columbia: Preaching for Abbotsford FRC and Chilli-

wack HRC; PRTS Fundraising Dinner
June 20–23: Pocos de Caldas, Brazil: Young People’s Conference
July 3–August 6: Australia, New Zealand, and Singapore: preaching, 

speaking, conferences
August 10: Augusta, Georgia: office-bearers’ conference
August 19–21: Nashville, Tennessee: conference
August 22–24: Grand Rapids, Michigan: PRTS Conference

Recent Publications
Reformed Piety: Covenantal and Experiential, with Stephen Myers. (Evangeli-

cal Press).
“The Reception of John Owen in Early Modernity.” In John Owen between 

Orthodoxy and Modernity, ed. Willem van Vlastuin and Kelly M. Kapic 
(Leiden: Brill).

“Persevering in Satan’s Sieve.” In Our Ancient Foe: Satan’s History, Activity, 
and Ultimate Demise, ed. Ronald L. Kohl (P&R).

“Puritans on the Family: Recent Publications,” with Paul Smalley. Unio 
Cum Christo

JERRY BILKES | Itinerary
June 2: Hamilton, Ontario: Maranatha Free Reformed
June 30: Jordan, Ontario: Jordan Heritage Reformed
July 7: Fenwick, Ontario: Zion Free Reformed
July 9–12: Hastings, Michigan: Heritage Reformed Youth Camp

DAVID MURRAY | Itinerary
May 17–18: Netherlands: Student Teachers Conference
June 17–21: Portland, Oregon (Western Seminary): Sustainable  

Ministry D.Min. course
July 16–18: Los Angeles, California (Master’s Seminary): Sustainable Min-

istry D.Min. course
August 12–16: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Westminster Seminary): 

Counseling D.Min. course

Recent Publication
“John Owen’s View of Happiness” in John Owen Between Orthodoxy and 

Modernity, Willem Van Vlastuin and Kelly Kapic, eds.  
(Leiden: Brill).

STEPHEN MYERS | Itinerary
July 29–August 2: Sao Paulo, Brazil: Teaching at Martin Bucer Seminary
August 23: Puritan Reformed Conference

Recent Publication
Reformed Piety: Covenantal and Experiential, with Joel Beeke

GREG SALAZAR | Itinerary
May 26: Wyoming, Michigan: Harvest OPC
June 25–28: Dallas, Texas: PCA GA
August 22–24: Grand Rapids, Michigan: PRTS Conference

Recent Publication
“The Beauty and Glory of the Puritan Millennium,” in Joel R. Beeke, ed., 

The Beauty and Glory of the Last Things (RHB).

WILLIAM VANDOODEWAARD | Itinerary
June 11–14: Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania: ARP-RPCNA Joint Synod
August 22–24: Grand Rapids, Michigan: PRTS Conference

Recent Publication
“Why Pastors Should Engage Augustine of Hippo,” in Credo, March 15, 

2019.
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PRTS AND HAPDONG THEOLOGICAL  
SEMINARY (SOUTH KOREA) FORGES  

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
The doctoral program at PRTS is beginning to be inter-
nationally recognized. In addition to a double-doctorate 
program with the Theological University Apeldoorn 
(“TUA”) (The Netherlands)—the seminary of the sister 
denomination of the Free Reformed Churches of North 
America, PRTS has established another cooperative double 
doctorate program with Hapdong Theological Seminary 
(“HTS”), Seoul (South Korea). This strategic partnership 
exemplifies the vision of the strengthening and sharing of 
resources in the service of the academy and church inter-
nationally. The faculty of HTS and the faculty dedicated to 
the doctorate program of PRTS will support and share the 
responsibilities of supervising, coordinating, and examining 
a researcher’s work towards a PhD degree. A double degree 
will be offered to students admitted in the joint program. 

To inaugurate this double doctoral program, along 
with the establishment of a Puritan Research Center, HTS 
held a week-long conference on the “Relevancy of Puritan-
ism for the Church Today” from November 11–15, 2018. 
Conference speakers included HTS faculty members, Dr. 
Selderhuis of TUA, and Dr. Neele of PRTS. Dr. Neele 
spoke on Jonathan Edwards (the relevance of revival in 
Puritan New England), William Perkins (the relevance of 
Puritan preaching), and Matthew Poole (the relevance of 
Puritan biblical exegesis), and preached on Sunday in sev-
eral Reformed and Presbyterian churches, among them a 
church of which the senior pastor, Rev. Dr. David Kim, is 

a former PRTS graduate. Dr. Selderhuis spoke on death 
and dying in Puritan writings. Furthermore, two Puritan 
works, translated for the first time in Korean, were released 
during the conference: Samuel Rutherford, The covenant of 
life opened: or, A treatise of the covenant of grace (1655) and Wil-
liam Perkins, An exposition of the Lord’s prayer (1593). HTS 
president Jung Chang Kyoon commented, “This collab-
orative doctoral program will offer new opportunities for 
student and faculty exchange, and share a joint vision based 
on the authority of God’s Word and Reformed confes-
sions within the realities of church and society in the 21st 
century.” Since its inception in 1980, HTS has provided a 
holistic education and training for the workers of Christ’s 
church and His kingdom, focusing on a biblical, Reformed 
theology, a Christian life of “Coram Deo,” and a healthy 
Reformed church. HTS, with its Center for Preaching, 
continues to do what it has been doing—serving and 
embracing the world with the true knowledge of God, pro-
viding well-trained ministers of God’s Word equipped with 
both learning and piety, sending out kingdom workers and 
leaders who proclaim the gospel to the ends of the earth. 
The seminary numbers about 300 students (MDiv, ThM, 
and PhD programs) and has 22 professors. The Korean 
hospitality, fraternity, spiritual fellowship through prayer, 
conversations, and meetings were heart-warming. PRTS is 
privileged to have a partner in Asia that shares the same 
vision for ministry training with high academic standards 
combined with vital piety.

Dr. Adriaan C. Neele (PhD, University of Utrecht) is director of the 
doctoral program and professor of historical theology at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary.

GLOBAL NETWORKING
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Come and join us for a delightful evening and learn about the new and exciting things  
taking place at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. A PowerPoint presentation will be 
presented by its president, Dr. Joel Beeke, along with an introduction to one of the semi
nary’s newest students, Rev. Joseph Urban. Rev. Urban will share a brief meditation from 
God’s Word, which with the Lord’s help will be a blessing to all.

JOEL R. BEEKE is president and professor of systematic theol
ogy and homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, 
a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congre gation in Grand Rap
ids, Michigan, editor of Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth, and edi
torial director of Reformation Heritage Books. He has written and 
coauthored one hundred books, edited another one hundred 
books, and contributed 2,500 articles to Reformed books, jour
nals, periodicals, and encyclopedias. He is frequently called upon 
to lecture at seminaries and to speak at Reformed conferences 
around the world.

JOSEPH URBAN was raised in Toledo, Ohio, and converted by 
the amazing grace of God at the age of 18. He was rescued from 
a lifestyle of drug addiction and the street life and immedi ately 
gave himself to serving the Lord in street evangelism. For ten 
years, he served as a missionarypastor in Mexico and oversaw 
the planting of several churches. He is currently an M.Div. student 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary where he is training 
for further ministry.

Doors will open at 5:30 pm with dinner at 6:00 pm. Reservations can be made by sending 
an email to prts.dinner.reservations@gmail.com or by calling Corrie at 604-799-1810. 

There is no cost for the dinner. Simply come, learn, and enjoy some good Christian fellow
ship around the Word of God. 

PURITAN REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

DINNER
June 8, 2019 

Y O U  A R E  I N V I T E D



CONFERENCE News

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
AUGUST 22 (THURSDAY EVENING)
 6:00 – 7:00 pm:  Registration
 7:00 – 8:15 pm:  Plenary Session #1: Tom Nettles — The Holy Spirit as the Author of Spiritual Growth 

 8:30 – 9:45 pm: Plenary Session # 2: Joseph Pipa  — Growing in Repentance and Faith 

AUGUST 23 (FRIDAY)
 9:00 – 10:15 am: Plenary Session # 3: Stephen Myers — Why Spiritual Growth is Important

 11:00 am – Noon: Plenary Session # 4: Greg Salazar — Growing in Christlikeness

 2:00 – 3:15 pm: Plenary Session #5: Tom Nettles — Growing in Personal Sanctification

 3:30 – 4:40 pm: Breakout Sessions
  Mark Kelderman — Growing in Good Works
  Daniel Timmer — Growing in the Fear of the Lord
  Bill VanDoodewaard — Growing in Communion with the Divine Persons 
  Rob Ventura — Growing in Consciousness of Our Personal Adoption

 7:00 – 8:15 pm: Plenary Session #6: Joel Beeke — Growing in Personal Assurance of Faith

 8:30 – 9:15 pm:  Q&A Session: 
Joel Beeke, Mark Kelderman, Maarten Kuivenhoven, Ian Macleod, Stephen Myers,  
Tom Nettles, Greg Salazar, Daniel Timmer, William VanDoodewaard, Rob Ventura  

AUGUST 24 (SATURDAY)
 9:00 – 10:15 am: Plenary Session #7: Ian Macleod — Growing in Personal Evangelism

 10:45 – 11:45 am: Plenary Session #8: Maarten Kuivenhoven — Growing in Heavenly-Mindedness

 12:00 pm: Closing Song & Prayer

GROWING IN GRACE

GENERAL ADMISSION: Attend the entire 2019 conference. Includes access 
to all plenary sessions and 1 breakout session. $100 per person.   

Discounted Price: If registered by Wednesday, July 31: $75 per person.

YOUTH: Youth 13–18 years. Includes access to all plenary sessions and 1 
breakout session. Children under 12 attend free of charge. $10 per youth.  

À LA CARTE: Choose 3 sessions to attend over the course of the entire 2019 
conference.  $30.00  

DAY PASS (Friday only): Attend the Friday session of the annual PRTS con-
ference. This allows you to attend all plenary sessions and one breakout 
session. $40.00  

NON-PRTS STUDENT (and/or Spouse): College, seminary, or  graduate stu-
dents. Includes access to all plenary sessions and 1 breakout session. $40.00  

PRTS STUDENT (and/or Spouse): Free of charge

Secure your spot before July 31 and save $25 per person.

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.PRTS.EDU OR CALL PRTS AT 616-977-0599.



New England in the Fall
VISITING REFORMED, PURITAN & PILGRIM SITES

October 15–23, 2019

“I strongly encourage you to join Dr. Michael Haykin, Pastor David Woollin, 
and myself this Fall as we travel through beautiful New England visiting 
important Reformed, Puritan, and Pilgrim sites. Come and see the places 
where Edwards, Brainerd, Whitefield, Eliot, and others were used mightily 
by God. It is a tour not to be missed.” — Dr. Joel Beeke

Register online at bookings.wittetravel.com using booking code 101519BEEK or call 616-957-8113.
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I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has 
supported PRTS in the past and who continues to do so. 
Without the Lord’s blessing and the generous support of 
commited partners to this ministry, we would not be able 
to train students from around the world in the biblical, 
Reformed, and experiential faith. PRTS tuition rates are 
half of similar institutions, due in large part to our faithful 
partners who see the value in robust theological education 
for leaders of the church and the academy. As we head into 
the summer months, donations tend to decline, making it 
difficult to meet our financial obligations. Currently, the 
seminary has one month in reserves. A gift to the Oper-
ations Fund at this time would be a tremendous help in 
getting us through these lean months. Whether in Canada 
or the United States, you can make a contribution directly 
to PRTS. To give online, go to www.prts.edu/donate/ways-
to-donate. Keep in mind, your credit card will be charged 
in US dollars. To give by mail, fill in the donation form on 
the back page of this Update and send it to PRTS. If send-
ing a check, remember to include it in the mailing. 

I also want to encourage you to sign up for the New England 
in the Fall tour, October 15–23, 2019. You will visit thirty-
nine sites on this amazing trip. Your tour guides, Dr. Joel 
Beeke, Dr. Michael Haykin, and Pastor David Woollin, will 
take you through places such as King’s Chapel and Burying 
Ground in Boston, the Founders’ Memorial where George 
Whitefield preached to thousands, Old North Church, the 
starting point of Paul Revere’s midnight ride, Harvard Uni-
versity, the oldest university in the US, established in 1636, 
etc. You’ll see the places where Adoniram Judson, Jonathan 
Edwards, John Eliot lived and ministered. You’ll visit Plym-
outh Plantation, Yale University, Princeton University, and 
the burial sites of such Reformed and Presbyterian figures 
as Archibald Alexander, Charles Hodge, Samuel Davies, 
and others. The activity level for this tour will be moder-
ate and evenly paced. You will travel from site to site in a 
deluxe air-conditioned motorcoach and your accommoda-
tions have been arranged in moderate first-class to standard 
first-class hotels. For pricing and more information, please 
contact Witte Tours at 1-800-469-4883. To book your 
registration online, go to wittetravel.com. When reserving 
your spot online use booking code 101519BEEK.

—Joel R. Beeke and Chris Hanna

FINANCIAL UPDATE & FALL TOUR
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Dr. Joel R. Beeke, President & Professor 
   of Systematic Theology and Homiletics
  joel.beeke@prts.edu
Dr. Michael Barrett, Vice President of  
   Academic Affairs, Academic Dean, and
   Professor of Old Testament
  michael.barrett@prts.edu
Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes, Professor of
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  jerry.bilkes@prts.edu
Dr. Adriaan Neele, Director of the Doctoral  
   Program & Professor of Historical Theology
  adriaan.neele@prts.edu
Dr. Stephen Myers, Associate Professor of  
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Dr. Greg Salazar, Professor of Historical Theology 
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Dr. Daniel Timmer, Professor of  
   Biblical Studies  
  daniel.timmer@prts.edu
Dr. William VanDoodewaard,   
   Professor of Church History
  william.vandoodewaard@prts.edu
Rev. Mark Kelderman, Dean of Students
   and Spiritual Formation
  mark.kelderman@prts.edu
Henk Kleyn, Vice President for Operations
  henk.kleyn@prts.edu
Jonathon Beeke, Admissions Director  
   and Registrar – jonathon.beeke@prts.edu
Chris Engelsma, Distance Learning Director
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Chris Hanna, Development & Marketing
  chris.hanna@prts.edu

Corney Les, Development Coordinator (CAN) 
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PU R ITAN R E FO R M E D TH EO LO G I C AL SE M I NARY

FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/2018–3/31/2019

       Year to Date    Annual   Percent of
  Income      Actual    Budget    Variance  Annual Budget
   Donations 1,775,151 2,181,100  (405,949) 81%
   Tuition Income 628,907 530,000 98,907 119%
   Scholarship Donations 295,452 385,000 (89,548) 77%
   Other Income        165,409        398,900       (233,491)   41%
  Total Income $2,864,919 $ 3,495,000 $(630,081) 82%

  Expenses
   Instruction $ 1,194,525 1,754,348 (559,823) 68%
   Scholarships 427,364 385,000 42,364 111%
   Administrative  861,405    1,355,652    (494,247) 64%
  Total Expenses $ 2,483,294 $ 3,495,000  $(1,011,706)  71%

  Net Income $  381,625   

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE!
q I would like to financially support PRTS by giving $      , designated for:
     q Operational Needs  q Scholarship Fund  q PhD Scholarship Fund
     q PRTS Foundation  q Puritan Resource Center  q Housing Project

q I would like to enroll in the monthly giving program and give $      per month.

q I am enclosing $20 for a 2019 subscription to Puritan Reformed Journal.

q Send a free copy of The Beauty and Glory of the Reformation, ed. Joel R. Beeke

PAYMENT METHOD
q Check/cash enclosed  q Charge my credit/debit card:  
     Card type (circle one):  Visa  Mastercard  Discover  American Express
     Card #       
     Exp. Date     /     Security Code    

q Please send me a free copy of The Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible — Genuine Leather 
   (for donations over $150).
q Send me a copy of the PRTS 2017–2019 catalog

Name                    
Address                   
City/State/Zip                   
Phone      e-mail                

Canadian and US donors please send your check to:
   Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
   2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525

For online gifts, please visit www.prts.edu/donate/overview.

International Bank transfer information:
 • Beneficiary Bank: Mercantile Bank of Michigan • Beneficiary’s Bank Swift: MEMIUS33
 • Beneficiary’s Bank Fedwire ABA: 072413829 • Mercantile Bank: 100061175
 • Beneficiary Customer: Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

Please include this form with your check.

Thank you for supporting PRTS. The Lord has graciously provided for the Operat-
ing Fund and the Student Housing Project. Our current need to finish paying off 
the housing project is $342,000. —CHRIS HANNA

PURITAN REFORMED  
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
2965 Leonard Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
Tel: 616-977-0599  •  Fax: 616-855-5740    

Email: info@prts.edu  •  Web: www.prts.edu
Seminary EIN: 20-2394341 
Foundation EIN: 20-2394946

$2,750,000

$2,408,000
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and
announcements

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage 
and anniversary notices will be printed free of 
charge and under no obligation of a gift received . 
Other announcements and/or requests will be 
approved by the editorial committee on an indi-
vidual basis as received .

HRC 2019 SYNOD MEETINGS
The HRC 2019 Synod will be held at the Dundas, Ontario FRC on 
June 4–5, concurrently with the FRC Synod—each day commencing 
at 8:30 a.m. The Pre-Synod Prayer Service is planned for June 4 at the 
Dundas FRC. All the Lord willing. Your prayers for these important 
meetings are deeply appreciated.

OBITUARY
LOWRANCE, Darrell James, of Plano, Texas, passed away peacefully on 
March 16, 2019, at the age of 80. He is survived by his beloved wife of 27 
years, Kathleen Lowrance of Plano, Texas; daughters, Kathryn Marquis 
and husband, Aldee, of Frisco, Texas, Melissa Vos and husband Dave, of 
Tomball, Texas, Suzanne Macek and husband, Paul, of Salado, Texas, 
and Karen Prideaux and husband, George, of Prosper, Texas; sons, Dar-
rell Lowrance, Jr., and wife, Jeanie, of Round Rock, Texas, and Richard 
Culmer and wife, Heather, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; 13 grandsons: 
Andrew, William, Samuel, Matthew, Hunter, Aaron, James, Thomas, 
William, Seth, Benjamin, John, and Joshua; granddaughters, Noelle, 
Elisabeth, and Anna; and brother, Arlen Lowrance and wife, Young, of 
Edmond, Oklahoma. (Dr. Joel R. Beeke, Philippians 1:21).

TEACHERS NEEDED
PROVIDENCE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is accepting applications for a full-
time Jr. or Sr. High School teaching position commencing August 12, 
2019. We would favour applicants who are strong in the subject areas of 
Science, Math, and P.E. We also may have a possible teaching position 
in grade 5 or 6. 

We are looking for enthusiastic teachers who have a passion for Chris-
tian Education. We encourage applications by qualified teachers who 
submit to God’s Holy Word, subscribe to the Reformed confessions, and 
are committed to educating children and youth for formation of a distinct 
Christian worldview. Suitable candidates are encouraged to electronically 
submit a letter of application, a résumé containing three references, and 
a brief philosophy of Christian Education statement. 

Providence Christian School is a growing Christian school in Mon-
arch, Alberta. It is situated in a beautiful, southern, rural community, 
minutes from Lethbridge. It has grades K-12 with over 150 students and 
with 12 staff members. PCS offers a four-day school week, attractive 
working and living conditions, a growing, committed school community, 
and a dedicated team of teachers.

transformed: 
Holy & Acceptable

Pattern for Holiness

Purchase of Holiness

Pursuit of Holiness

Power for Holiness

Perfect Holiness

Pastor Jan Neels

Pastor David Lipsy

Pastor Ian Macleod

Pastor Steve Richardson

MAY 17-20, 2019 
Heritage Spring Retreat 

Early Bird: $225 | After May 1: $250

register @ heritageretreat.ca

topics

speakers

romans 12:1-2

MAY/JUNE 2019  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  129



NATIONAL NEWS
FAITH ON THE HILL
The religious composition of the 116th Congress

Religion        No. in Congress
Protestant   293
Roman Catholic  163
Jewish    34
Mormon    10
Orthodox Christian    5
Muslim     3
Hindu     3
Buddhist     2
Unitarian     2
Unaffiliated    1
Don’t know/refused   18
  Total  534*

*one religious affiliation undecided

The new 116th Congress includes the first two Muslim women ever 
to serve in the House of Representatives, and is, overall, slightly more 
religiously diverse than the prior Congress. 

There has been a 3-percentage-point decline in the share of mem-
bers of Congress who identify as Christian—in the 115th Congress, 
91% of members were Christian, while in the 116th, 88% are Chris-
tian. There are also four more Jewish members, one additional Muslim 
and one more Unitarian Universalist in the new Congress—as well 
as eight more members who decline to state their religious affiliation 
(or lack thereof).

Within Protestantism, certain groups are particularly numerous in 
the new Congress, including Methodists, Anglicans/Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, and Lutherans. 

When asked about their religious affiliation, a growing number of 
members of Congress decline to specify (categorized as “don’t know/
refused”). This group—all Democrats—numbers 18 members, or 3% 
of Congress, up from 10 members (2%) in the 115th Congress. Their 
reasons for this decision may vary. But one member in this category, 
Rep. Jared Huffman, D-Calif., announced in 2017 that he identifies 
as a Humanist and says he is not sure God exists. (Pew Research Center)

BELIEF IN GOD —A SURVEY
Nine in ten Americans believe in a higher power, but just a slim major-
ity (56%) believes in God as described in the Bible. Belief in a higher 
power is even common among religious “nones,” or those who identify 
as atheist, agnostic, or “nothing in particular.” Meanwhile, about half 
(48%) of U.S. adults say that God or another higher power directly 
determines what happens in their lives all or most of the time, and 75% 
say they pray to God or “another higher power.” (Pew Research Center)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
IRANIAN CONVERTS CONTINUE TO FLOW INTO THE  
CHURCH OF ENGLAND
Iranian converts continue to f low into the Church of England, which 
celebrated its first officially authorized Holy Communion liturgy in 
Farsi. Around 500 people attended the Persian Celebration Service, 
held on March 2, which was designed to recognize “the presence of 
Iranians in churches as a gift, and demonstrate commitment to wel-
coming them into the life of the Church of England.”

“We’ve had, over the last few years, over 75 clergy contact us to 
ask how we can best help to integrate the Iranians who we find are 
coming to our churches,” said Anglican bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani, 
who immigrated from Iran in 1980.

“In this liturgy what we’re doing is formally recognizing a minority 

community as part of our wider body, enabling Persian, Farsi-speak-
ing people and English-speaking people to worship alongside one 
another.” (Kate Shellnutt | Christianity Today)

PERSECUTION FOCUS
11 CHRISTIAN CHILDREN ARRESTED IN VIOLENT RAID AS CHINA 
INCREASES PERSECUTION
China’s crackdown on Christians and their churches is intensifying 
as officials have targeted yet another church with a major arrest that 
included nearly a dozen children.

For more than a decade, international observers have predicted 
China would eventually become the world’s largest Christian nation. 
Evangelical leader and former presidential candidate Gary Bauer 
believes that growth is behind the increased persecution campaign by 
President Xi Jinping and other government officials. 

In early March, nearly 50 members of the Early Rain Covenant 
Church, including 11 children, were arrested in the city of Chengdu. 
Public security bureau agents closed the church last December and 
arrested Pastor Wahng-Yee and 160 Christians. This time, the church 
reports at least two of its members were “violently beaten.” 

Some 60 million Christians live in China, with most worshipping 
in underground “house” churches. 

“Beijing is not dumb. It knows that the greatest threat to its grip 
on power is a compelling competing message that exposes the empty 
promises of communism. Christianity preaches peace, and the basic 
dignity and worth of all human beings, while communism seeks total 
control and prizes obedience to the state that leaves no room for God,” 
said Bauer, who is also President of American Values. (CBN NEWS)

COMMENTARY
FORMER STUDENT SHARES HOW HER PROFESSOR CONVINCED 
HER TO BECOME AN ATHEIST
In a commentary for The Blaze written by Samantha Sullivan, the 
now 29-year-old shares the story of how her college professor “preyed” 
upon her and her classmates, convincing her to become an atheist for 
almost two years. 

While Sullivan was raised in the church and had always loved God, 
she found the professor’s justification to be “rational, detailed, and 
persuasive.” She said, “He had decades more education and experience 
than me, and to me, an 18-year-old incoming freshman student, this 
professor represented the ultimate authority.”

Sullivan continued, “College professors have the power to shape 
the minds and beliefs of thousands of young men and women every 
year. And on college campuses that are increasingly and overwhelm-
ingly secular and hostile to religion, many of those professors wield 
that authority to rob students of their faith.”

After losing sight of her faith, the then “trusting, naïve, young, and 
idealistic” 18-year-old said she began to spiral. 

One day, more than a year later, however, after the culmination 
of bad decisions and difficult arguments, Sullivan said she simply 
woke up and knew she had to change her life, and turn back to being 
a Christian. 

Sullivan hopes her college experience will help other students who 
have been through or are going through a similar experience. She 
ref lected that her situation with her professor is not a unique one, 
sharing that it is becoming increasingly more common as colleges 
become more secular and anti-Christian. 

Sullivan encourages parents to talk to their kids and prepare them 
for the “predatory” behavior they may experience in college by profes-
sors and peers. (Kayla Koslosky | ChristianHeadlines.com Editor)

CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW JOHN GOUDZWAARD
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SIGNPOSTS
to

JESUS (4)

   House of Mercy Ahead

Read: John 5:1–17

In our journey through John’s Gospel, we have seen the sign 
that pointed to Jesus’s fullness at the wedding in Cana, and 
then the sign that pointed to His power in the healing of 
the nobleman’s son. The third sign in John 5:1–17 points 
to Jesus’s mercy. Jesus has come to Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover feast. And as He enters Jerusalem, the Sun 
of Righteousness has come with healing in His wings. He 
comes to a pool called Bethesda, which can be translated 
“House of Mercy.” At Bethesda, near the sheep market, 
there was a pool and five covered porches where the sick 
would gather to wait for the stirring of the waters so they 
could submerge themselves for healing. Although it was 
called the House of Mercy, it was a place that desperately 
needed a display of mercy by Jesus. The House of Mercy 
was like a hospital filled to capacity: there was no equal 
opportunity for everyone to receive a fair shot at healing. 
Here it was every-man-for-himself. People had to fight to 
be the first one to enter the water, since only the first one 
won. It was a first-century lottery for healing, and there 
were not many winners. The angel that came and stirred 
the water had no set pattern. It is this bleak environment 
that Jesus enters. 

In John 5:5 we read, “And a certain man was there, 
which had an infirmity for thirty and eight years.” John puts 
f lesh and blood on the great need that existed there. These 
were real people, some lying there for their entire lives—
paralyzed, unable to move, desperately ill. The physical 
needs underscored the great need for mercy in this place. 
But the spiritual reality is really not that different. You and 
I need the mercy of Jesus because we are dying and perishing 
outside of Christ. This need of mercy is further ref lected in 
Jesus’s question and the man’s answer. Jesus asks him in John 
5:6, “Wilt thou be made whole?” Jesus intentionally asks this 
question so the man will recognize his need. And the man 
responds rather hopelessly, “Sir, I have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am 
coming, another steppeth down before me.” Unbelief causes 
him to look at his circumstances and conclude that the situ-
ation is hopeless. When telling of your own situation, do 
you look at the circumstances around you and at your own 
inability and conclude you are a hopeless case? Well, there 

is good news! It is precisely to hopeless sinners that Christ 
shows mercy.

In John 5:8, Jesus demonstrates this mercy as He speaks 
with power and grants the gift of mercy to this man: “Jesus 
saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” The man 
doesn’t have to wait for the water to be troubled; Jesus sim-
ply speaks and the man is healed. The gift of mercy that 
Jesus gives to this man in the physical realm is really only a 
picture of the mercy He grants in the spiritual realm. The 
same command comes to you as you lie impotent in your sin, 
unable to lift a finger for your own salvation. Jesus comes 
and says, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” The man does 
as Jesus said and proves that there is life-giving mercy in the 
command! Here is another sign that proves that Jesus is the 
Son of God, who comes with powerful mercy for sinners just 
like you. Will you follow that sign? If so, then this mercy 
calls you not only to walk, but to keep on walking with 
Jesus. Jesus tells the man as He meets him in the temple in 
John 5:14, “Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come unto thee.” The evidence of a transformed 
heart is a whole-hearted, sincere commitment to following 
Jesus. That is what Jesus presses home here for you and me.

The final thing we notice in this narrative of Jesus’s 
mercy is that there is opposition to mercy, and He primes 
His followers for this very thing. The Jews reacted strongly 
to what Jesus did to this man in verse 16: “And therefore did 
the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because 
he had done these things on the sabbath day.” The legalis-
tic Jews were not concerned about this man or his healing. 
They were only concerned with the claims of Jesus and 
His saving power. They felt that their authority was being 
challenged by this display of mercy. This is no less true 
today. The unregenerate mind cannot fathom the power 
and mercy of Jesus, but calls it into question. This shows us 
that they ignored the sign of Jesus’s mercy. This is an object 
lesson for you too. Will you respond by faith to this sign, 
or question both it and Jesus’s claims to heal? Will you pass 
by the House of Mercy, where the Savior is? Or “Wilt thou 
be made whole?”
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MY SAVIOR IS NEAR
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Be gone, unbelief! my Savior is near,
And for my relief will surely appear;
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform;
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm.

Though dark be my way, since He is my guide,
’Tis mine to obey, ’tis His to provide:
Though cisterns be broken and creatures all fail,
The word He hath spoken will surely prevail.

His love in time past forbids me to think
He’ll leave me at last in trouble to sink:
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through.

Why should I complain of want or distress,
Temptation or pain? He told me no less:
The heirs of salvation, I know from His Word,
Through much tribulation must follow their Lord.

How bitter that cup no heart can conceive,
Which Jesus drank up that sinners might live!
His way was much rougher and darker than mine:
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine?

Since all that I meet shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet, the med’cine is food;
Though painful at present, ’twill cease before long,
And then, oh, how pleasant the conqueror’s song!
 

          —JOHN NEWTON


