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A living stream, as crystal clear,
Welling from out the throne,
Of God and of the Lamb on high,
The Lord to man hath shown.

This stream doth water Paradise,
It makes the angels sing:
One precious drop within the heart
Is of all joy the spring.

Joy past all speech, of glory full,
But stored where none may know,
As manna hid in dewy heaven,
As pearls in ocean low.

Eye hath not seen, nor ear hath heard,
Nor to man’s heart hath come
What for those loving Thee in truth
Thou hast in love’s own home.

But by His Spirit He to us
The secret doth reveal:
Faith sees and hears, but O for wings
That we might taste, and feel;

Wings like a dove to waft us on
High o’er the flood of sin!
Lord of the Ark, put forth Thine hand,
And take Thy wanderers in.

O praise the Father, praise the Son,
The Lamb for sinners given,
And Holy Ghost, through whom alone
Our hearts are raised to heav’n.

—JOHN mASON
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ENCOURAGEMENT FOR MINISTERS
I know the vanity of your heart, and that you will feel mortified that 
your congregation is very small, in comparison with those of your 
brethren around you; but assure yourself on the word of an old man, 
that when you come to give an account of them to the Lord Christ, at 
His judgment seat, you will think you have had enough .

—JOHN BROwN
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David wrote this psalm at one of the most trying and unset-
tling seasons of his life—a time when he faced the revolt of 
his son Absalom. How keenly did Israel’s mighty monarch 
perceive his vulnerability and his utter dependence upon God! 
In a sense he experienced afresh what he had experienced 
when Saul relentlessly pursued him as a partridge in the 
mountains. It was again the great need of the hour that trans-
formed David into a humble suppliant before God.

We too live in trying and unsettling times. How profitable 
it would be for us and our children if these troubling circum-
stances would compel us to seek God’s face earnestly—the 
God who holds our unknown future firmly in His sovereign 
and omnipotent hands! Our annual Prayer Day is a tangible 
reminder that the people of God must face the future prayer-
fully, and that we are to cast all our burdens upon a God who 
has cared for us until this day, and will do so in the future.

Our text sets before us a compelling exhortation to do 
just that, instructing us when, how, and why we must trust in 
God. What need we have of such an exhortation, as we are so 
inclined toward unbelief and its companion vice, prayerless-
ness! How inclined we are to trust in ourselves and our ability 
to manage the circumstances of our lives, doing so far more 
often than we are willing to admit. When such reliance upon 
self prevails, our prayer life is often reduced to a mere formal-
ity. A keen sense of our utter dependency upon the God in 
whom we live, move, and have our being will then be lack-
ing—though we may acknowledge it with our lips. Often the 
Lord therefore brings us in perplexing circumstances in order 
to revive and restore our prayer life, compelling us afresh to 
“trust in Him at all times.”

Given who God is and who He has proven Himself to be, 
how worthy He is that we should indeed trust in Him at all 
times! Until this moment God has never failed to be true to 
His Word and its precious promises. No one has ever put his 
trust in Him in vain. He has always proven to be our Refuge 
and Strength, and a very present help in trouble (Ps. 46:1–2). 
David also confesses this in Psalm 22:4, saying, “Our fathers 
trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.”

We may therefore put our trust at all times in a God whose 
promises will be yea and amen in Christ. That precious truth 
prompted the psalmist to say, “Thou art my hiding place and 
my shield: I hope in thy word” (Ps. 119:114).

How instructive it also is that David exhorts us to trust 
God “at all times”! We are to trust in Him regardless what 
our circumstances are or may be. We are to trust in Him in 
times of prosperity as well as in times of either temporal or 
spiritual adversity; and we are to trust Him when we face a 
very uncertain future. During all these times, we are to con-
fess with Job, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” 
(Job 13:15), and with David, “What time I am afraid, I will 
trust in thee” (Ps. 56:3). 

How sweet it is when we may so trust the Lord at all times 
that the words of the psalmist are applicable to us: “He shall 
not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the 
LORD” (Ps. 112:7). Such will be true if we truly believe that 
our times are always in God’s hands, that not a single hair 
on our head can fall to the ground without the will of our 
heavenly Father, that all things must and shall work together 
for our spiritual good, and that our God will never forsake 
the work of His own hands.

God affirms this so sweetly when He declares, “Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon 
the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me” 
(Isa. 49:15–16).

How are we then to trust in this God at all times? By 
pouring out our heart before Him! How blessed it is when we 
may do what David himself did when he says, “I poured out 
my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble” 
(Ps. 142:2); when we may do what Jeremiah exhorts us to do, 
saying, “Pour out thine heart like water before the face of the 
Lord” (Lam. 2:19); and when by thus pouring out our hearts 
before Him we may heed another of David’s exhortations, 
“Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he 
shall bring it to pass” (Ps. 37:5)!

May the words of our text therefore govern our prayer 
life—also in the season before us. The apostle Paul sums 
this up beautifully when he writes, “Be careful (anxious) for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” 
(Phil. 4:6). Therefore trust at all times in a God who for 
Christ’s sake will continue to be a refuge for us.

Rev. Bartel Elshout is an emeritus minister in the Heritage Reformed Congre-
gations.

MEDITATION 
REV. BARTEL ELSHOUT

“Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your 
heart before him: God is a refuge for us” (Psalm 62:8).

“Trust in Him at All Times”
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There are many reasons we should be thankful for the day 
our Lord Jesus ascended into heaven. We should be thank-
ful that Christ and His work were found acceptable by the 
Father so all those who trust in Him could be accepted by 
the Father (Ps. 24:7–9; John 14:3; John 17:24). We should 
be thankful that His ascension testifies to how glorious 
and mighty He was in overcoming His foes (Ps. 24:8). And 
we should be thankful for His kingly and priestly blessing 
upon His people as He ascended into heaven (Luke 24:51). 
But are you thankful for the gifts He has given through 
His ascension? 

In Ephesians 4:8, referencing Psalm 68:18, we are told, 
“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts onto men.” Further on, we 
are told what some of these gifts are: they are men: “And 
he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4:11). 
The emphasis is not on the offices mentioned (apostles, 
prophets, etc.) but the men who are gifted, called, and 
equipped for that office. The offices listed that abide to 
this day are “pastors and teachers,” but Christ’s gifting of 
men continues. 

Why would Christ give us men as gifts? Ephesians 
4:12 tells us the reason: “the perfecting of the saints.” 
The “saints” are believers and their “perfecting” is their 
equipping to serve their ascended Lord. Believers are 
being equipped to “minister,” or serve, the church. Serv-
ing then in turn leads to the strengthening, or “edifying,” 
of Christ’s body. How wise and gracious He is to use such 
gifts for the strengthening of His church! 

How long will He continue to give men as gifts to His 
church? We are told in the following verse, “Till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). The gifts of 
men will continue until the church grows to its maturity in 

Christ. The maturity, the “perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ,” is attained as the 
gifted men equip the church and she grows in unity of 
faith and knowledge of the Son of God. As believers are 
taught and guided by Christ’s pastors and teachers, people 
grow in their knowledge of the Christian faith and in fel-
lowship with our Lord Jesus. When the fullness of that 
growth comes, there will be no more need for His gifts. 

How do we respond to these gifts? We first should 
appreciate them. When someone gives us a gift that is 
perfect for us, we appreciate that gift. Further, we appreci-
ate a gift when someone we love gives it to us. Appreciate 
the men who have been given to us by Christ because they 
are good for us and because the ascended Christ has given 
them to us. 

Second, we should be grateful. Thank the Lord with a 
grateful heart for the gifts of men to serve and strengthen 
the church. 

Third, encourage the men Christ has given His church. 
Encourage them with expressions of thankfulness such as 
sending the occasional note of appreciation. Encourage 
them with a handshake and the promise of prayer for them 
and their service. 

Lastly, pray the ascended Christ would continue to 
give us His gifts. We might consider it rude if we gave 
someone a gift, and the recipient, thanking us, asked for 
another gift. But our Lord is not as we are. He wants to 
hear us ask Him for more gifts, acknowledging our need 
while recognizing and appreciating His gifts and provi-
sion. Ask Him for more gifts, particularly of young men to 
serve as pastors, elders, and deacons. Our ascended Lord 
will continue to provide for us, giving His gifts to equip 
us until we are brought to the fullness of Christ. 

Rev. Terreth Klaver is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in 
Chilliwack, British Columbia.

Are You 
Thankful for 

Ascension 
Day Gifts? 

Meditation  •  Rev. teRRetH KLaveR
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Many of Jesus’ promises were fulfilled on Pentecost. The 
night before Jesus’ death, His apostles were filled with fear, 
sorrow, confusion, guilt, and doubt. The greatest grief they 
experienced was not so much all the danger they would face 
in the world, nor the sense of helplessness, but the fact that 
Jesus was leaving. Their blessed Messiah was going to suffer 
and die. Their Savior and Master was about to be committed 
to the terrors of the cross. Therefore, Jesus encouraged them 
and prepared them with blessed promises. 

Among all of them—the promises of heaven, works, 
prayer, life, assurance, love, holiness, the resurrection, the 
ascension—stood the foundational promise of them all: the 
promise of His presence. “I will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you.” 

This promise was fulfilled in the coming of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. In verse 23, Jesus affirmed how intense 
and close this presence would be: “We will come unto him 
and make our abode with him.” Jesus was declaring the 
precious truth of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which 
is the closest presence ever possible—the presence of God 
in the soul of man. 

Here are five results of the Spirit’s indwelling in the life 
of the believer: 

1. Possession. The indwelling of the Spirit transforms you 
into the temple of the Holy Spirit. “Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you?” (1 Cor. 3:16). In so doing, you become God’s special 
possession; “ye are not your own” (1 Cor. 6:19).

2. Purity. It obligates you to holiness. Speaking of the 
promise of God dwelling in His people, Paul says, “Having 
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse our-
selves from all filthiness of the f lesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). But it empowers 
you to holiness as well. “I will put my spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them” (Ezek. 36:27). 

3. Assurance. God dwelling in the human soul cannot but 
eventually lead His child to acknowledge his sonship. “Ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father” (Rom. 8:15). 

4. Unity. It fulfills the spiritual unity among believers and 

between believers and Christ. “I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one” (John 17:23). 

5. Life. The indwelling of the Spirit is your spiritual life. 
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the 
f lesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).

Since the indwelling of the Spirit is such a majestic reality, 
one ought rightly to ask, How is this indwelling possible? As 
for our personal experience, this blessed condition is solely 
obtained by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. As for how this 
is spiritually possible—that God would dwell in man, the 
Holy God inside an unholy being, the infinite One within a 
finite one—perhaps the best analogy to help us understand 
this truth is the Old Testament temple. 

The temple was an earthly structure, as are we. For 
God to manifest Himself within it, it had to be sanctified, 
as must we. As a series of sacrifices ceremonially cleansed 
the receptacle (the temple), it became fit for God who is 
transcendent to inhabit the earthly and mundane. As we 
consider the majesty of God indwelling a soul, the awe-
someness increases infinitely. The tabernacle and temple 
were earthly; however, they were never morally unclean. 
Man, beyond his earthliness, is also sinful, full of iniquity 
and guilt. Hence, there had to be a sacrifice to cleanse the 
soul of man and make it fit for the presence of God. 

To help us further appreciate the level of condescension 
of God for making the soul of believers His abiding place, it 
is helpful to think of other humble dwellings Jesus had. He 
first inhabited the womb of a lowly girl, the roughness of a 
manger, the embrace of sinful parents. Jesus dwelt among 
rebellious people. He sat under the instruction of imperfect 
rabbis and entered the homes of sinful people and the courts 
of corrupt authorities. He dwelt on the rugged cross, and, 
from there, He made the dark tomb His abode. Of all such 
earthly, lowly, and dark dwelling places, none so lowly as 
the human soul, for He had to dwell all these other places 
and among these people in order to make your soul a proper 
abiding place for Himself forever. 

Rev. Johnny C. Serafini is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of 
Kinnelon, New Jersey.

The Promise of the Presence of Christ
MEDITATION 

REV. JOHNNY SERAFINI“I will come to you” (John 14:18).
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Interview on
The Works of
William 
Perkins

Editorial  |  drS. JoEl r. BEEkE/StEPHEN YUillE

Recently, Books at a Glance interviewed 
Stephen Yuille and Joel Beeke about the 
publication of the inaugural volume of 
The Works of William Perkins. Here 
is the substance of that interview.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: The publication of The Works of Wil-
liam Perkins is a landmark event in Christian publishing. Long 
overdue, the republishing of this “Father of the Puritans” will 
give new life to Puritan studies. Edited by J. Stephen Yuille 
(Review Editor for Spirituality and Christian Living here at 
Books At a Glance) under the general editorship of Joel Beeke 
and Derek Thomas, volume 1 is now available. We are very 
pleased to have Drs. Yuille and Beeke with us today to talk 
about their new work—and their fascinating subject!

First, let’s talk about William Perkins himself—perhaps 
you could introduce our readers to him brief ly. Who was he? 

YUILLE & BEEKE: Perkins was born in 1558 in the village of 
Marston Jabbet (near Coventry) in Warwickshire. No parish 
registers exist, so it’s impossible to trace his family ancestry. 
We do know that he was injured in his right hand. This must 
have presented a significant challenge for a young boy living 
in the world of plow and harness. He demonstrated sufficient 
promise as a student that his family enrolled him in Christ’s 
College, Cambridge, when he was nineteen years of age. He was 
converted to Christ during his early years at Cambridge. After 
receiving his master’s degree in 1584, he was ordained to the 
ministry. He preached at Great St. Andrew’s Church from 1584 
until his death. He was also elected to a fellowship at Christ’s 
College, a position he held from 1584 to 1595. He married a 
young widow, Timothye Cradock, in 1595. During their seven 
years of marriage, they conceived seven children—three of 
whom died in infancy. He succumbed to complications arising 
from kidney stones in 1602 at age forty-four.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: Give us a sense of Perkins’s significance 
historically and theologically. What kind of inf luence did he 
have in his own day and after? 

YUILLE & BEEKE: Perkins’s legacy is multi-faceted. For starters, 
he was instrumental in securing the Reformation in Eng-
land. The English Reformation was a drawn-out process, in 
which the country moved back and forth on multiple occasions 
between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism as monarchs 
came and went. In a span of twenty years, the religion of the 
land shifted four times. But the reign of Elizabeth I brought 
stability, and provided the much-needed climate for English 

Reformers to solidify the church’s position. Perkins played a 
pivotal role in this, and his works became the standard polemic 
against Rome. 

In addition to the English Reformation, Perkins made an 
incalculable contribution to the advancement of Reformed 
theology. Jacob Arminius’s treatment of predestination was 
predicated to a large extent on Perkins’s writings. This factor 
ensured that many of the theological ideas at the heart of the 
debate at the Synod of Dort actually were well grounded in Per-
kins’s writings. Unknown to him, he left a discernible imprint 
upon what would later be called “the five points of Calvinism.” 

Finally, Perkins shaped the future of pastoral ministry on 
both sides of the Atlantic. His role as a physician of the soul 
became paradigmatic for succeeding generations of ministers. 
His emphasis on expounding the text, deriving doctrines from 
the text, and applying those doctrines through a plethora of 
uses, is clearly evident in the collected sermons of subsequent 
Puritan preachers. His method of preaching shaped the Eng-
lish pulpit well into the eighteenth century, and is still felt in 
some quarters of the church today.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: You mention in your book that Perkins 
both was and was not a Puritan. Can you explain that to us? 

YUILLE & BEEKE: Strictly speaking, Perkins was not a Puritan 
in terms of his ecclesiology, because he refused to align him-
self with the more militant figures of his era. He understood 
the church’s most pressing need not in terms of ecclesiastical 
innovation, but theological instruction. He viewed the church 
as being sound in its official doctrine and worship yet woefully 
hampered on account of inadequate teaching. He understood 
his calling in terms of filling this void, thereby bringing oth-
ers to a better understanding of the faith. When we say that 
Perkins was a Puritan, we’re referring to his piety and that 
experimental theology so prevalent in his life and ministry.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: You mentioned in the book that Perkins 
was a “master of experimental theology.” Would you explain 
that for us? What is “experimental theology”? And is this 
characteristic of Perkins’s teaching and writings throughout, 
as well as his preaching? 
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YUILLE & BEEKE: The term experimental comes from the Latin 
verb experior—“to know by experience.” Although Perkins 
preached about God’s sovereign grace in salvation, he was par-
ticularly concerned about how this grace breaks through into 
our experience. He wanted to explain how we respond to God’s 
sovereign grace in humiliation, faith, repentance, obedience, 
and assurance. This conviction is evident throughout Perkins’s 
works. He was convinced that the gospel (union with Christ 
through faith) is always transformative, producing godliness, 
cultivating new obedience, making a divorce between sin and 
the soul, moderating inordinate affections, stirring a desire 
for holiness, setting the soul upon the means of grace, and 
producing zeal in religion. He was also convinced that people 
must experience an affective appropriation of God’s sovereign 
grace, moving beyond intellectual assent to heartfelt dedica-
tion to Christ.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: Talk to us about Perkins’s popularity 
both as a preacher and as an author. I think many will be sur-
prised to learn that Perkins’s writings became more popular 
than Calvin’s! What accounts for this? Perhaps you could also 
mention something about those with whom he was popular—
did he write for fellow theologians only?

YUILLE & BEEKE: In seeking to account for Perkins’s popular-
ity, one scholar identifies two unique features in his writings: 
first, “an ability to clarify and expound complex theological 
issues which aroused the respect of fellow scholars”; and, sec-
ond, “a gift for relating seemingly abstruse theological teaching 
to the spiritual aspirations of ordinary Christians.” Perkins 
was able to merge intricate theology with practical piety—a 
rare gift indeed. This made his writings very appealing to a 
large audience and, as a result, the name of no preacher recurs 
more often in later Puritan literature. For example, in New 
England, close to one hundred Cambridge men, including 
William Brewster of Plymouth, Thomas Hooker of Connecti-
cut, John Winthrop of Massachusetts Bay, and Roger Williams 
of Rhode Island, lived in Perkins’s shadow. It has been said 
that “a typical Plymouth Colony library comprised a large and 
small Bible, Henry Ainsworth’s translation of the Psalms, and 
the works of William Perkins.”

BOOKS at a GLANCE: Okay, what about Perkins’s Works? Just 
how extensive was his literary output? Do the ten volumes pro-
jected in this series comprise all that he published? Were these 
volumes originally published in Perkins’s own lifetime? And 
tell us how your republication of these works is significant. 

YUILLE & BEEKE: While living, Perkins published twenty-one 
books. After his death, friends and students published twenty-
seven new books in his name. These were edited from his 
many manuscripts. John Legate gathered Perkins’s works into 
three volumes in 1608–9, and these were reprinted more than 
a dozen times. They were also translated into Latin and pub-
lished eight times by 1668. At least fifty editions of Perkins’s 

works were printed in Germany and Switzerland. There were 
185 seventeenth-century printings of his individual or collected 
works in Dutch. Furthermore, his writings were translated into 
Spanish, Welsh, Irish, French, Italian, Hungarian, and Czech. 
The international popularity of Perkins’s works led one biog-
rapher to declare that “his books spoke more tongues than the 
author ever knew.” One of the great puzzles of church history 
is that Perkins’s works have not been published in English since 
the seventeenth century. The goal of the “Perkins Project” is to 
fill this major gap in Puritan/Reformed literature by publish-
ing his complete works in a ten-volume set.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: Tell us about volume 1, which is now 
available. What kind of things await the reader? And what, in 
particular, do you find especially valuable as a contribution to 
biblical studies today? 

YUILLE & BEEKE: Volume 1 contains three of Perkins’s books. 
The first is A Digest or Harmony of the Books of the Old and 
New Testament. It made a significant contribution in his day 
to the long-standing debate surrounding biblical chronology. 
The second book is The Combat between Christ and the Devil 
Displayed. Here, Perkins expounds Matthew 4:1–11. It’s a great 
resource for understanding the devil’s stratagems and appreci-
ating the believer’s calling to look to his “merciful and faithful 
high priest” in the midst of temptation. The third book is A 
Godly and Learned Exposition upon Christ’s Sermon in the Mount. 
This is the most significant treatise in volume 1. Perkins did 
not view Christ’s sermon as a legalistic system of morality, a 
paradigm for the establishment of new society, or a standard 
of ethics for a future millennial kingdom, but as the definitive 
word on the nature of true godliness.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: Can you give us a glimpse of the kind 
of material awaiting us in future volumes? 

YUILLE & BEEKE: Perkins’s books include expositions of Gala-
tians 1–5, Matthew 5–7, Hebrews 11, Jude, and Revelation 
1–3; discourses on various cases of conscience; treatises on 
worship, preaching, assurance, predestination, the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer; and the errors of the Roman Catholic 
Church. We’ve organized these according to three major sec-
tions. Volumes 1–4 include his expositional works. Volumes 
5–7 include his doctrinal and polemical works. Volumes 8–10 
include his practical works.

BOOKS at a GLANCE: When do you expect this project to be 
complete? Do you have a projected date for the final volume?

YUILLE & BEEKE: The plan is to publish the remaining vol-
umes at six- to nine-month intervals. Ideally, we are hoping 
that the set will be complete by 2019, D.V.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Dr. J. Stephen 
Yuille is the pastor of Grace Community Church, Glen Rose, Texas.



Genesis 3:15 is often called the “protevangelium,” or the 
first gospel. The Lord said, “I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” This verse 
certainly highlights the beauty of grace: as soon as man 
needed it, God announced the gospel. But this grace goes 
far beyond just answering man’s need. Although salvation 
is certainly good for man, it is ultimately more about God’s 
glory than man’s good. I think the strategic placement of 
this first gospel message in the threefold curse pronounce-
ment highlights this truth. Rather than being directed to 
man, this first declaration of the gospel is part of the curse 
against the serpent, Satan himself. Man would certainly 
benefit, but God’s glory was the issue. The serpent’s defeat 
and man’s salvation were the means of declaring that glory. 
This short verse suggests three thoughts about the gospel.

GOD’S IDEA 
The text emphasizes the Lord’s sovereign, non-negotiable 
resolve in declaring His purpose and means of reversing 
the curse: “I will put….” The almighty God demonstrated 
His power and resolve to destroy a being who was His 
inferior but nevertheless His archenemy. Satan stood no 
chance against God; the devil’s doom was sealed from the 
beginning. God also demonstrated His sovereign grace by 
promising a Savior for cursed men, who deserved wrath and 
condemnation. His justice sentenced the race to death; His 
wondrous grace devised the means whereby the banished 
might not be expelled (see 2 Sam. 14:14). Even this first, 
general promise of salvation warrants Micah’s question of 
praise and wonder: “Who is a God like unto thee, that par-
doneth iniquity…?” (7:18).

GOD’S PLAN 
This text declares not only what God’s grace will do in 
reversing the curse, but also how He will accomplish it. The 
first thing the Lord would do was to change the relation-
ship between the woman and the serpent. The woman had 
agreed with Satan against God; now grace would reconcile 
her to God. I believe the woman here is specifically Eve. 

Therefore, the statement testifies to God’s grace in saving 
the very one who had led her husband to disobey the terms 
of the covenant. This enmity or disposition of hostility was 
not an aversion to snakes; it was an awakened conscience 
that recognized the lie of the serpent and attracted the heart 
back to God. 

The second thing the Lord would do would be to enlarge 
the scope of that enmity between the seed of the serpent and 
the seed of the woman. Understanding this requires under-
standing the significance of the word “seed” and identifying 
the referents to the two seeds.

This gets a little complicated, but thinking it through 
proves rewarding. Part of the problem is that although the 
word is singular, it can have a collective as well as a purely 
singular sense. In any given context we have to determine 
whether the writer has in mind a singular or plural idea. I 
am suggesting that Genesis 3:15 includes both a collective 
sense in regard to the serpent’s seed and a singular sense in 
regard to the woman’s seed. The seed of the serpent would 
refer to all those who, untouched by grace, retain Eve’s pre-
conversion hostility to God and affinity to Satan. It refers 
to all sinners who in their natural state are the enemies of 
God. Obviously, they are related to Satan “spiritually” and 
not “physically.” This is an association made in the New 
Testament. The Lord Jesus attributed the Jews’ inability to 
understand Him and refusal to believe Him to the fact that 
they were of their father the devil (John 8:44). Similarly, the 
apostle John declares that those who are given over to the 
practice of sin are “of the devil; for the devil sinneth from 
the beginning” (1 John 3:8). The serpent’s offspring are the 
race of unconverted sinners. 

The woman’s seed, on the other hand, is a singular iden-
tity and brings us to the One who is the real enemy of 
Satan and the only Savior of sinners. The woman’s seed is 
the promised Christ. That He is identified as the woman’s 
seed hints of the miraculous virgin birth and most certainly 
declares that the Savior will be part of the human race. As 
a real man He will reverse the curse of sin. There can be 
little doubt that Paul had this text in mind when he declared 
that in the fullness of time God sent His Son, “made of a 
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woman” (Gal. 4:4). This first promise of a Savior makes it 
clear that the Savior must be a man. That Christ came to 
destroy the works of the devil expresses the open hostility 
between Him and Satan (see 1 John 3:8). Indeed, Hebrews 
says that Christ became f lesh so that He could “through 
death…destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil” (2:14).

GOD’S INTENT
The final statement of the verse reveals God’s purpose by 
predicting the outcome of the hostility: “it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” The victory of the 
woman’s seed over the serpent is absolutely guaranteed. The 
outcome is that the head of the serpent will be bruised. The 
word “bruise” literally carries the idea of crushing. Crush-
ing the head is fatal. So the Lord Jesus effectively defeated 
and destroyed the devil. The New Testament identifies 
this fatal crushing with Christ’s work on the cross, with 
the operation of the church, and with the end times. The 
Lord Jesus links the casting out of the prince of the world 
and His being lifted up from the earth (a reference to the 
cross) in the same context (John 12:31–32). Paul alludes to 
this verse when he assures the Roman church that “the God 
of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly” (Rom. 
16:20). The final outcome is at the end of time when Satan 
is bound and ultimately cast into the lake of fire forever 
(Rev. 20:3, 10). 

That the serpent will bruise the heel of the woman’s 
seed suggests the ineffectiveness of the serpent to frustrate 
or alter the mission of Christ. Crushing the heel is futile. 
Some interpreters see this as referring to the cross, but I 
am not so inclined. I do believe Genesis 3:15 points to the 
cross, but not in this part of the verse. It is far better to see 
the cross in the declaration that the serpent’s head will be 
crushed. Even if the heel crushing does predict the cross, 
Satan’s objective in the death of Christ was hampered and 
overruled. Ironically, what he intended for his ultimate vic-
tory became his ultimate defeat. The cross was not Satan’s 
blow against Christ; it was Christ’s ultimate death blow 
against Satan. Paul said in no uncertain terms that the 

cross of Christ was the means of disarming and humiliating 
all powers and authorities, including Satan, and publicly 
triumphing over them (Col. 2:15). The cross of Christ was 
not God’s making the best of a situation generated by the 
devil; it was the climax of His eternal plan to redeem fallen 
and needy sinners. 

It may be that the word “crush” in this statement actu-
ally derives from another root, a homonym, meaning “to 
snap at.” A homonym is a word that sounds identical to 
another, but is a completely different word (e.g., there/their). 
If this is the root, it intensifies the total futility of all Satan’s 
annoying efforts to prevent the inevitable from occurring. If 
crushing a heel is futile, snapping at the heels is even more 
so. I think the evidence of the New Testament is that Satan 
tried everything he could to kill Christ before He could 
make the eternally planned atonement. From moving Herod 
to kill the children in hopes of murdering Jesus, to attempt-
ing to discredit Christ during the temptation, to attempting 
to have the crowds stone Him, to fiercely attacking Him in 
the garden of Gethsemanæ on the eve of crucifixion, Satan 
was constantly nipping and snapping at Christ’s heels. But 
he could not frustrate God’s plan to reverse the curse of sin 
by the Seed of the woman. 

This first gospel message does not reveal all the details 
about Christ that we know. But it does guarantee the Savior 
and sets the groundwork for more revealing truths. Every 
other revelation about Christ fits nicely within the sphere of 
this first promise. Eve did not know how it would all work 
out, but her faith and anticipation of God’s promise were 
so intense that she thought for a slight moment that the 
birth of her first son Cain was the promised Seed. Genesis 
4:1 contains some translation difficulties, but it could fairly 
be rendered, “I have acquired a man, even Jehovah.” It was 
a brief case of mistaken identity, but it suggests that saved 
Eve was looking for the right one. We want to follow her 
example in this.
 

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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John 4 is a very bright chapter which stands against a dark 
backdrop. Like never before this in his gospel, John viv-
idly sketches the brokenness of the world, first in a hopeless 
Samaritan woman, full of misery (vv. 1–42), and then in a 
desperate father about to lose his son (vv. 43–54). Left to 
itself, this world is truly a sad place, one that aches and bleeds. 
Most people wake up to this world’s darkness every day and 
try to escape it for a few hours every night in sleep. Light can 
seem out of reach like the clouds block the sun.

However, today, the sun is shining in its full strength. It 
is noon (v. 6), not just literally but also spiritually. Jesus had 
to go through Samaria (v. 4); He was on a divine mission that 
would take Him places most people would avoid if they could. 
However, the order of God is so different from man. Despite 
all He did in Jerusalem in John 2:13–3:36, there didn’t seem 
to be one convert. Here in Samaria it would be very different. 
“He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” (1:11–12). 

Water in an une xPec ted Pl ace
John makes a very intentional contrast between chapters 3 
and 4. In the former, we have Nicodemus, a man of high 
standing who is deeply religious but does not understand 
Christ’s teaching, and the chapter leaves without him making 
any clear profession of faith. In the latter, we have a nameless 
woman of low social standing, deeply hurt, but she grows 
rapidly in her understanding of who Jesus is; the story ends 
with not only her, but many others to whom she witnessed, 
making a profession of faith. In fact, they make up a title for 
Christ—“the Saviour of the world” (v. 42)—without having 
the many signs that the people in Jerusalem had been given. 
How can you explain this astounding difference? Paul would 
say it this way: God has chosen to work with the despised 
things of this world that no one else could take credit for  
(1 Cor. 1:28–29). 

It’s interesting that Jesus doesn’t start lecturing this 
woman about her misery and sin. He opens the conversa-
tions by asking her to do something for Him: “Give me to 
drink” (v. 7). This request is worth pondering a little. First 
of all, Christ made Himself vulnerable here, and that didn’t 
bother Him. After all, He did just that in the Incarnation: He 
humbled Himself, taking our nature to Himself. Becoming 
one of us, He accepted life with the same physical needs and 
vulnerability that every one of us has. Secondly, it is remark-
able that He asked her for a drink from the well. He treated 
this woman with respect and validated her as an image-bearer 
of God, able to do something for Him. 

Surprised, the woman asks: “How is it that thou, being 
a Jew, askest drink of me?” (v. 10). Clearly the woman was 
very conscious of the ethnic and religious divisions between 
Jews and Samaritans. She probably had had plenty of people 
prove to her how engrained these things were. The Savior’s 
request really surprised her and piqued her curiosity. This 
stranger must have seemed very unique to her, stepping over 
social barriers.

Christ continues to talk with her, using the picture of 
water and the satisfaction it represents in daily life. Jesus 
knew the emptiness of her life, how she ached for the only 
thing that could quench her thirst. Christ knew He was the 
One who could give her fulfillment, satisfaction, and a new 
life. It’s amazing to hear her ask for it: “Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw” (v. 15). She 
needed the emptiness inside of her to be filled. 

As Jesus continues, His words open up some of the sore 
spots of her life—her many husbands, and so on. He is con-
victing her to see herself as He saw her. And how she views 
Him changes as well. From seeing nothing more than “a Jew” 
(v. 9), she starts to see Him as “a prophet” (v. 19), and then 
“a man, which told me all things ever I did: is this not the 
Christ?” (v. 29). Jesus has presented Himself in a way that was 
true to God’s character: Loving the unlovable, giving hope to 
the hopeless, bringing living water to the thirsty. This must 
have given this woman much hope and comfort. 

Some commentators have seen the whole discussion about 
worship (whether it should be in Jerusalem or Gerizim [vv. 
20–26]) as a deflection tactic on the part of the woman. I can’t 
read it that way. There is no bigger and better question than 
how we should worship God, and this woman would under-
standably be confused about this. We all would have, if Christ 
hadn’t taught us: “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth” (v. 24). The woman 
has landed on the biggest issue of all behind her emptiness. 
She has failed to worship the God who made her and gave her 
a place in His world. No wonder she was thirsty! No wonder 
she was empty! When we know God and live lives of worship 
and devotion to Him, serving Him with every breath He gives 
us, then we are satisfied. Why did we ever leave worship-
ping God, who is the fountain of living waters, and hew out 
cisterns that can’t hold water? Indeed, we run empty (see Jer. 
2:13). But when we drink from the living water that Christ is, 
we are not only satisfied but we will live worshipful lives that 
impact others as well. 

This woman is transformed by love, God’s love in Jesus 
Christ, which was more than enough for her to live with pur-
pose and mission. This woman, who hid from the people of 
her village by coming alone to the well, lost all her shame and 
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ran to the village to tell everyone. The Samaritans had to find 
out who had effected such a change in this woman, and in 
the process they themselves were changed (v. 41). There was 
an all-out awakening, before Pentecost, based on the witness 
of one woman whom Jesus had changed! 

fo od in an une xPec ted Way
Christ’s work in Samaria is not done, however. His disciples 
need to learn lessons from this, and they do, when they join 
Him at the well. He tells them, “I have food to eat that 
you don’t know I have. Doing my Father’s will brings Me 
more than enough food, more than enough satisfaction” (vv. 
32–34). Bringing this woman to rest in His Father was like a 
feast to Jesus. He could live off of that! To see a life changed 
is invigorating to our souls. 

In verses 35–38, He makes it practical for them, saying 
as it were: “Look at the brokenness, the misery of the people. 
Don’t wait until you think it is harvest time. That time is 
now. Nurture My fields with the living water that I have put 
in you. Sow the seed, and harvest when you see a harvest. 
You just saw Me harvest, and you have seen Me sow. In the 
future, we will work together: I sow and you harvest; and I 
will harvest what you sow.” 

Sometimes we think the whole evangelism task is so com-
plicated and that it is our work from beginning to end. We get 
discouraged and don’t do anything. Jesus is saying, “It’s My 
mission and I’ll use you. Just find the next sinner, the next 
opportunity to sow a seed or two, and who can tell what a 
God-glorifying harvest there will be.”

he aling in an une xPec ted m anner
We don’t leave this chapter without evidence of Christ’s 
power to restore to life. Again, the backdrop is dark: there 
is sickness and the threat of death. A child is just moments 
away from being snatched by the cruel grip of death. Would 
Christ be able to do something? 

Before Christ performs the miracle, He makes clear that 
He hasn’t come just to make people’s lives a little easier here 
on the earth before they die in their sins and misery. No; as 
much as Jesus delighted to turn back the curse of sin through 
His miracles, His miracles were signs of the new life that He 
was bringing to light in the gospel—hope, forgiveness, resto-
ration, life, and more. And this is something that the people 
in Galilee particularly needed to hear. They liked benefiting 
from the signs, but they didn’t like bowing before the Savior. 
That’s why John quotes Jesus as saying that “a prophet hath 
no honour in his own country” (v. 44). It’s amazing that in 
Samaria, Jesus just brought the gospel and scores of people 
believed. Here in Galilee, people had an appetite for signs; 
otherwise, they wouldn’t believe (v. 48). Does that mean that 
Jesus will stop doing signs then? No. 

So when a father comes beseeching Jesus to heal his son 
who is at the point of death, Jesus doesn’t decline. But He does 

test the man to register whether his faith is true. It might seem 
harsh for Him to say, “Except ye see signs and wonders ye will 
not believe” (v. 48). However, if it pushed the man past the 
miraculous to Jesus Christ as the Son of God, who is worthy 
of our trust no matter what He does or doesn’t do, then this 
man would be truly helped. The same is true for us as well. 
This man persists in his request, hanging on to Christ with 
every fiber of his being: “Sir, come down, ere my child die”  
(v. 49). This is faith that respects Christ and looks to Him 
alone. It believes He can do whatever He wills and pleases. 

Christ does a mighty miracle from a distance. As with the 
water that He changed into wine, Christ simply wills that the 
boy is healed, and it happens, miles away. “Go thy way; thy 
son liveth” (v. 50). The man believes and obeys Christ, and 
when he discovers that Christ’s word is living and powerful, 
he and his whole household believe. 

The miracles that Jesus did were signs of His power to 
change the world into a better place. It was like He showed 
a preview of the new world, where light has pushed out all 
darkness. Each miracle addresses us. Are you a sinner? I 
am a Savior. Are you without hope? I have enough. Are you 
thirsty and empty and dry? I will give you living water. Are 
you sick? There will be no sickness in My world. Christ has 
come to give life, hope, light, and healing—not just to show 
His power. He also wanted to show that a life with Him will 
be perfected one day. As He shone rays of sun into the dark-
ness, He showed us how one day the light will win. In His 
kingdom, He takes away our emptiness and fills us with new 
life. Let’s not forget this hope of the gospel. When we see 
the brokenness of this world, when we feel hopeless, God’s 
children can know that one day they will have a better life, 
where death and misery have no place. We will worship God 
the right way then, for all He has done for us. 

Que s tions
1. Jesus walked away when He heard the Pharisees were after 

Him. Why do you think He did not stay to argue with them? 
What does this say about Jesus’ priorities?

2. What similarities and differences are there between how 
Christ dealt with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman? 
What does this say about Christ and what He does in lives 
today? 

3. What kind of people is the Father looking for to worship 
Him (vv. 23–24)? Why is worshipping God important to 
Him, and ourselves as well? 

4. Have you ever felt the need to witness about a miracle of God 
in your life? How did you bring this out? 

5. The nobleman draws his last and only hope from Jesus. 
What can we learn from his faith? When we are without 
hope, how can we draw strength from Christ? 

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free 
Reformed churches of North America.
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Dear students, you are finishing another school year. Maybe you 
are graduating. You have been brought through another year by the 
care and guidance of the Lord. His mercy gave you another year of 
education, a privilege many around the world do not have; in some 
countries, up to 80% of students don’t have access to or receive any 
formal education. Over 15% of people globally are illiterate. 

So what will you do with your education? Will you use it wisely as 
you begin this summer season? You no doubt will be faced with many 
challenges and temptations, and God calls you to be wise and make 
thoughtful decisions. Thankfully, the Word of God gives principled 
guidance how to use your education wisely. The Apostle Paul was 
inspired to write about such guidance to the Corinthians. 

Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let all your 
things be done with charity. —1 CORINTHIANS 16:13–14

The city of Corinth was very much like society today. Busi-
ness was brisk, but morally, this city was corrupt to the core. 
Paul was called to bring the gospel there and set up a church. 
Although time has changed many things dramatically, yet the 
timeless truths of Scripture are still applicable to us today. In  
1 Corinthians 16:13–14, we find five staccato-type exhorta-
tions which students as well as adults need to note and practice. 

First, Paul writes that we are to watch. It means don’t be 
careless and don’t be deceived. The Corinthians were in danger 
of being led away by many issues, and time has not changed 
that. We also need to be watching for error and distraction. 
We need to have our theology precise and be watchful for error 
that can seep into our minds and hearts. We need to apply the 
biblical truths we learn to every area of life. We also have to be 
watchful in lifestyle choices. Even though we may have a good 
education, we still have a sinful heart. If we are not watchful, 
we can begin sinful practices which sometimes turn into sinful 
habits that are hard to break. Be watchful! 

Secondly, stand fast in the faith. Literally, “be firm in the 
faith”—not believing one moment and wavering the next, as 
James 1:6 reminds us. The Lord would have us be anchored 
in His Son to be able to echo Paul when he wrote to Timothy, 
“I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep what I have committed to him until that day”  
(1 Tim. 1:12). We also need to stand firm in the body of faith 
we confess. The Lord does not want us to be like children 
who are easily misled by deceit (Eph. 4:14). He wants us to 
be firmly rooted in the faith which has been entrusted to His 
church (Jude 1:3). 

Third, be brave like a man. Act like a man; don’t be a 
pushover. This exhortation is for all, both men and women, to 

exercise unf linching courage like Paul, who was not ashamed 
of the gospel (Rom. 1:16). We are often timid. Why is that? 
Possibly we are not well grounded enough in Scripture’s truths 
to have courage as we evangelize or discuss matters of faith 
with others. We need to be brave like a warrior, armed with 
the “sword of the spirit which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17). 
Read and prayerfully study the Bible for a courageous heart. 
This will give both courage and success (Josh. 1:7–8). 

Fourth, be strong. We need more than internal courage; we 
need to exercise that courage in strength. The Corinthians 
needed brave strength to combat the challenges that faced 
them. We also need daily moral and spiritual strength. The 
only way to do that rightly is to be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might (Eph. 6:10). If we rest on our own 
strength, we are cursed (Jer. 17:5), but if we rest on the strong 
hand of the Lord we will be blessed (v. 7) and assisted. 

Finally, let all things be done in charity. Paul handled the 
challenges in the Corinthian church with courageous, strong 
love. How do we do that? One of the greatest forms of love is 
living life with a giving, unselfish motive. That was how God 
Himself expressed His great love. “God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son” (John 3:16). It is easy and 
decidedly unchristian to be selfish. Unselfish love, however, 
must permeate all that we say and do. So let us by true faith 
seek to love God above all and our neighbor as ourself. That 
is the only way we can rightly follow these five exhortations 
throughout this summer and beyond.

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of Plym-
outh, Wisconsin.
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The profound, supernatural immediacy of God’s creative 
activity in the opening chapters of Genesis is the founda-
tion for our understanding of Christ’s redemptive and 
re-creative work. Colossians 1:16–17 declares, “For by him 
all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or principalities or powers. All things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all 
things consist.” Hebrews 1 reiterates this truth, stating that 
through the Son, God created the world; it is the Son who 
upholds “all things by the word of his power” (Heb. 1:2–3). 
Ephesians 3:9 similarly proclaims, “God…created all things 
through Jesus Christ.” 

When we consider Christ as Creator and Redeemer, 
early Genesis gives every ground to recognize and expect 
that the work of redemption of fallen men will be marked 
by supernatural activity in history—activity in the midst of 
the natural order whose nature and/or timing can only be 
attributed to God. It is inexplicable by scientific method, 
though its effects may be discernible. Thus a global flood, 
the plagues of Egypt, the collapse of Jericho’s walls, and 
the miracles of prophets such as Elijah and Elisha are all 
expected indicators of divine sovereignty, presence, and 
activity. These, and many more, are markers that confirm 
God’s holy and gracious unfolding of redemptive history 
in Christ—each reaffirming the veracity of God’s special, 
gracious revelation by His Word.

Passages like Isaiah 35:5–6, where the eyes of the blind 
are opened and the ears of the deaf are unstopped, are a glo-
rious prophecy of God’s saving re-creation, and they only 
make sense in light of His work in Genesis 1 and 2. The 
prophetic passages are fully congruent with the greater rev-
elation of salvation in and through the incarnate Son: there 
is literal fulfillment of these prophesies of miraculous activ-
ity as the New Testament gospels repeatedly indicate. Why? 
Because it is Christ, the One by whom all things were 
created, who is both revealing and accomplishing redemp-
tion by His sovereign and omnipotent work. This work is 

confirmed by actions that are immanent in, yet transcend, 
the created and now fallen and cursed order. The Creator 
who revealed His work of creation in Genesis turns water 
to wine, feeds thousands with a few loaves and some fish, 
heals, restores, raises from the dead, stops wind and waves, 
and transforms sinners from spiritual death to life. So when 
John’s disciples ask whether He is the One, Jesus tells them, 
“The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel 
preached to them” (Luke 7:22).

The greatest wonder is Christ’s condescension and 
humility in the incarnation—His willing participation in 
our flesh and frailty, dwelling as the Holy One in the midst 
of sinners. The wonder is that the One who created out of 
nothing but by the power of His speech, who formed man 
from the dust and breathed into him the breath of life and 
placed rebel man under the curse, took our nature, put-
ting Himself under that curse and penalty of sin as the holy 
Second Adam.

The supernatural wonder of the resurrection and 
ascension, and the coming consummation, seal and crown 
Christ’s work as Creator and Redeemer. The One who cre-
ated all things gains victory over death and the grave, rising 
from the dead completely contrary to the fallen, cursed state 
of the natural order (1 Cor. 15:54–57). He is the beloved 
Son in whom the Father is “well-pleased”; the present natu-
ral reality of death in the created order has no grip on Him 
(Matt. 3:17). He is the “first-fruits,” the One who bore the 
curse began the literal, physical work of re-creation. God’s 
Word reveals a marvelous unity, ultimately revealed in 
Christ, the Word made flesh. Because of God’s work in 
Christ in Genesis 1 and 2, we have the sure expectation of 
the full completion of redemption and re-creation. All cre-
ation will be set free from its bondage to decay (Rom. 8). All 
the redeemed in Christ will be resurrected to life in heaven 
and the earth made new, forever free from sin and curse.

Rev. Jack Schoeman is pastor of Providence Free Reformed Church in St. 
George, Ontario, Canada.

Christ as Creator and Redeemer

— Visit us online at prts.edu —
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Word from the President
Dear friends,

God’s grace is amazing. We’ve had another wonderful 
year at PRTS. 

GraduatioN
On May 8 we celebrated the graduation of twelve more 
men. They hail from twelve different denominations, eight 
countries, and four continents. They are a great group of 
brothers; we will miss them immensely as faculty and staff, 
but we are excited to see how the Lord will use them in their 
own churches, seminaries, denominations, and countries. 

Daniel Silveira, on behalf of the graduating students, 
movingly thanked faculty and staff at the pre-graduation 
dinner hosted for one hundred people. He took a page 
out of my book, deciding to ascribe a personal name to 
each professor, in good bunyanesque fashion! The names 
he chose were Mr. Practicality (Dr. Murray), Mr. Faith-
ful (Dr. VanDoodewaard), Mr. Bound-to-the-Word  
(Dr. Barrett), Mr. Always-there-for-us (Rev. Kelderman), 

Mr. In-love-with-the-Cross (Dr. Bilkes), Mr. Mighty for 
the Lord (me). My wife then spoke warmly to the gradu-
ates’ wives, and presented them with a book that addresses 
the various tasks of ministers’ wives. 

Dr. Derek Thomas gave a stirring commencement 
address to four hundred people—some coming from as far 
as Brazil and the Netherlands—on “The Guarantee of a 
Successful Ministry,” based on Matthew 16:18–19. He pro-
claimed Christ as the church’s (1) builder, (2) defender, and 
(3) multiplier. Rev. Mark Kelderman, our dean of spiritual 
formation, gave the students a helpful encouragement and 
charge based on Matthew 28:19–20. I spoke some personal 
words to them, providing them with the following names 
and ascribing a text to each of them: Mr. Motivated, Mr. 
Perseverance, Mr. Passionate, Mr. Theologian, Mr. Tenac-
ity, Mr. Word-centered, Mr. Servant Leader, Mr. Nathanael, 
Mr. God-fearer, Mr. Self-effacing, Mr. Submissive, and Mr. 
Cheerful. Enjoy the pictures of this special evening.
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atS	update	aNd	ph.d.	FeaSibility	Study
We are grateful that ATS (The Association of Theological 
Schools) not only awarded us full accreditation of all our 
degree programs last year, but have subsequently contacted 
us to ask if they could use our reports as a model to show 
other theological seminaries how to prepare for accredita-
tion. I am so grateful for the faculty/staff team here who 
have all worked hard together—and continue to do so—to 
provide a top-notch education at PRTS in every possible 
way. God has truly surrounded me with people who are 
more gifted than I am in many ways and they all have a 
big heart for the work. This positive experience with ATS 
gives us considerable encouragement to pursue the pos-
sible establishment of a Ph.D. program, so that we could 
train students who could go back to their own countries to 
take up influential positions of leadership, such as seminary 
presidents or academic deans and professors. Consequently, 
one of our main tasks this summer is to present our Board 
of Trustees with a feasibility study for a Ph.D. program in 
early August. Please pray with us that the hand of God may 
be upon this work for good.
 

promotioNS	aNd	SucceSSioN	plaNS
The Board of Trustees unanimously accepted the faculty’s 
recommendation to promote Dr. Bill VanDoodewaard 
to full professorship. The Board also appointed two vice- 
presidents: Dr. Michael Barrett, as Vice-president of  
Academic Affairs, and Mr. Henk Kleyn, as Vice-President 
of Operations. In terms of the presidency, the Board and I 
have agreed that I would serve as president until at least the 
age of 70, if my health continues to hold up well and if both 
the Board and I continue to feel comfortable having me in 
this role. If something should impact my health such that 
I could no longer serve, Dr. Jerry Bilkes will be appointed 
to serve as interim president until a new presidential search 
could take place. 

Faculty	bookS
Three major works have recently been produced by the 
faculty: (1) The Quest for the Historical Adam (Reformation 
Heritage Books) by Bill VanDoodewaard—a groundbreak-
ing work that shows how churches throughout history that 
abandoned the historicity of Adam soon departed from 
sound doctrine in other critical areas as well; (2) The Happy 
Christian: Ten Ways to be a Joyful Believer in a Gloomy World 
(Thomas Nelson) by David Murray—a practical book that 
greatly assists believers to be truly joyful in Christ for the 
gospel’s sake; and (3) The Reformation Heritage KJV Study 
Bible (Reformation Heritage Books), edited by three PRTS 
professors and a TA (Barrett, Beeke, Bilkes, and Smalley)—
the first KJV Study Bible in which the notes are thoroughly 
Reformed in their theology and the first study Bible in any 
translation to provide takeaways and questions for personal 
and family worship for every chapter of the Bible. 

upcomiNG	aNNual	coNFereNce
If you have not yet registered for this year’s conference on 
the beauty and glory of God’s Word, please do so as soon 
as possible. Early-bird pricing ends July 31. In addition to 
faculty, speakers include two very gifted preachers, Geoff 
Thomas from Wales and Ronald Kalifungwa from Zambia. 
I count both of them among my best friends. You will not 
want to miss this conference!

FiNaNcial	NewS
Financially, God has sustained us remarkably throughout 
this year. Not only did He send sufficient funds so that 
our $3.6 million addition was completely paid for (the last 
$60,000 came in on the very day of dedication—just like 
the first building), but He also enabled us to stay in the 
black on the Operation Fund. At present we are just above 
the minimum two-month balance the Board wants us to 
maintain. The bad news is that we are entering the sum-
mer months when giving traditionally recedes. But then, 
the good news is that several donors have graciously agreed 
to match any gift that comes in for the Operation Fund or 
Scholarship Fund in June and July up to $300,000! We are 
very grateful for that, and pray that you will help us to meet 
that goal of raising $300,000 in these two months, remem-
bering that whatever you send to us in June and July will 
be doubled. 

moNthly	partNerS	Needed
If you are not already doing so, we are particularly hop-
ing that you might consider regular, monthly giving to the 
seminary. That is a great help as this is predictable income. 
For example, our auditors tell us that a $100 monthly gift 
to the seminary is better than a $1200 gift that is sent spon-
taneously for a given year since the former is a reliable gift. 
This past year the auditors did a thorough audit again, 
and though they gave us the highest possible mark on our 
financial situation (since we have no debts), they again 
stressed with us that we should encourage our donors to 
become monthly givers. To encourage that, we are offering 
a triple matching gift for whatever you might sign up for as 
a monthly gift for the first two months of your giving (that 
is, June and July).

keep	prayiNG
Many, many thanks for all the prayer and financial support 
you have given to PRTS. You are appreciated as our min-
istry partner far more than you know. And do remember, 
that prayer is always our greatest need. Pray that God will 
keep us faithful to the rich biblical, Reformed, confessional, 
experiential heritage entrusted to us. May the good hand of 
God rest upon you and your family throughout the sum-
mer months.

 —Joel R. Beeke
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Where are you presently serving?
I am serving in the Heritage Reformed Congregation of New 
Jersey, in the borough of Kinnelon. 

What encouragements have you received in your ministry?
I have been encouraged to see young men and women desire 
to be useful and serve the Lord with the strength of their 
youth while valuing the worship of God and the revelation 
of His Word. Our church has many committed families who 
have instilled in the hearts of their children the fear of the 
Lord. I am always very thankful for how many men we have 
qualified to be elders and deacons. 

What kinds of things that you learned in seminary have you 
found most helpful now that you are in the ministry?
Exegesis classes, sermon preparation, church history, and 
counseling classes. 

What does your preaching schedule look like?
I usually preach twice on Sundays, morning and afternoon. 
We have one Wednesday prayer service each month at which 
we have a twenty-minute message. 

What resources have you found most helpful in your 
preparations?
I usually use many commentaries in preparing sermons. 
Recently I have been preaching through the Gospel Accord-
ing to John and Genesis. I usually use Richard Philips, Calvin, 
Leon Morris, D.A. Carson, Waltke, and Matthew Henry to 
prepare for John. For Genesis, I find Calvin, Victor Hamilton, 
Bruce Waltke, and Matthew Henry to be helpful. 

Can you recommend any good books or articles you’ve read 
recently that would benefit any and all Christians?
I have been reading through George Swinnock’s The 
Christian Man’s Calling, which is full of insight into a deep 
devotional life. 

Are you able to find likeminded Reformed or Calvinistic 
brethren in your area, with whom you can fellowship?
I find good fellowship with the pastors of the local Free 
Reformed Church, the United Reformed churches, a pastor 
from a nearby Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and some pas-
tors of Reformed Baptist churches. We hold a monthly prayer 
time and seek to find ways to encourage each others’ ministries. 

What are you and/or your congregation doing in terms of 
evangelistic outreach to the community?
Our Evangelism Committee has been very active in seeking 
ways to bring our own church together so that we can be an 
example of love and light to our community. Some of our 
men, often with their wives, very faithfully give Bible studies 
in different nursing homes. We are hoping to go door to door 
in the nearby city of Paterson. We have begun in the His-
panic quarters. People in this neighborhood have welcomed 
us by listening attentively as we explain why we are there. We 
usually hand out Gospels of John with the invitation for a 
correspondence course and an invitation to call us concern-
ing questions or basic needs, such as hospital visits, pastoral 
care, etc. The idea is to keep returning to the same area for a 
number of years seeking to know and be known by the com-
munity with hopes of planting a church. 

We have also begun a Bible Billboard Ministry alongside 
the FRC and two URCs. The idea is to put key Bible verses 
on a highway billboard directing people to a website which 
explains the gospel and provides resources to study the Word 
in more depth. Dr. David Murray has teamed up with us to 
provide short video introductions about the different verses 
showcased. 

What discouragements, lessons, or encouragements have 
you experienced?
We are encouraged to have our first Family Conference 
planned for this May with Pastor Ian Hamilton preaching 

Alumnus 
Story

Rev. Johnny Serafini 

Can you share with us something 
about your family since you left semi-
nary to the present day?
Since seminary the Lord has gra-
ciously added three children to our 
family. Thankfully, all ten of our chil-
dren are all healthy and growing by 
the grace of our God. 
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Admissions Minute with Jonathon Beeke
As part of the application process for entrance into one of our degree programs (MDiv, MA, or 
ThM), applicants must write a 250–500 word essay outlining why they are applying to PRTS in 
particular. Applicants are encouraged to list at least three reasons why they believe PRTS is a good 
place for their seminary training. At a recent Admissions Committee meeting, Philip Won Suh was 
admitted into the MA program with an emphasis in New Testament studies. Philip’s following essay 
is illustrative of his desire to grow in grace and knowledge while studying at seminary:

What I once thought impossible is now the very possibility I am most excited about. In my unregenerate days, 
I could never imagine going to seminary. I even once asked a peer contemplating going, “Why would you even 
consider it?” Despite having attended church my whole life, suffice it to say I lived in darkness. A few years ago, 
God saved me at a youth retreat. Although I had served in youth ministry for many years, He revealed it was I who 
needed the most help and bestowed His saving grace upon me. He has been changing the desires of my heart and 
is turning me from lesser ones. After prayerful consideration, it has been placed in my heart to study His Word at 
seminary. For that purpose, I cannot think of a better institution than PRTS. 

Doctrine is my foremost consideration. I admire how PRTS advances the Puritan tradition of vigorously pursuing, 
living out, and defending the faith evident in Scripture. Scripture shapes PRTS; I know pursuing God through my 
time here will shape me in the same way. In recent years, my mind has been illuminated to the serious errors of my 
own life and in the local Korean church, all of which stem from doctrinal error. For almost my entire life, I knew 
no other way. My desire is to understand the one true gospel in a deeper way and equip myself to teach others. I 
believe PRTS is the best place to receive such training. 

Next to doctrinal considerations is the quality of men who teach it. I appreciate the top-down doctrinal unity and 
scholarly excellence among the PRTS faculty. While certain schools tout an exposure to diverse viewpoints, PRTS 
does not dilute doctrinal purity. What I know about PRTS was gleaned from pastor friends, discussion boards, ser-
mons, and the free online courses. I found the teaching to be enriching, practical, and Bible-saturated. I am truly 
excited to establish a deeper biblical foundation through the help of the PRTS faculty.

The third factor that makes PRTS my top choice is the academics. This includes several considerations includ-
ing academic rigor, curriculum, pastoral emphasis, and basis in the Reformed perspective. In addition, the option 
of distance learning provides the critical flexibility my family needs. In short, I believe PRTS will better prepare 
graduates to learn and also teach in a way that produces life change.

One of my favorite passages is Jeremiah 9:23–24 because it clarifies a man’s highest endeavor among all others—to 
know the Lord. In this upcoming season, I plan on scaling back my time at work to devote more to the study of 
God’s Word. My desired outcomes are to serve God, my family, and the church in greater ways. A deep conviction 
of mine is that our youth need more from their leadership. As I step up to this call, my prayer is for greater obedi-
ence because I know He is already leading me to the right places.

Perhaps your desire is similar to Philip’s. If you want to learn more about applying for seminary education at PRTS, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at jonathon.beeke@prts.edu or give me a call at 616-432-3408. Our goal, as Philip rightly indi-
cates, is to “better prepare graduates to learn and also teach in a way that produces life change.” 

for us on “How to Live the Christ-like Life.” A local min-
istry that has been a great encouragement to us is the New 
York Gospel Mission. It is located in the Madison Square 
Garden region in New York City and has a church building 
that needs much upkeep. We have been assisting with some 
Saturday work teams. The mission conducts a food ministry 
in which people meet to hear the Word of God proclaimed 
while their carts are being filled with food donated from 
local Trader Joe’s stores. Most are regular attendants and are 
hearing consecutive solid Christ-centered messages week 
by week. It is a blessing to be involved in various ways with 
these dear brethren in the Lord. 

Share one or two fond memories you have of your days at 
PRTS.
My time at PRTS has a precious ring to it, from beginning to 
end. The devotional classes, the fellowship with the students, 
and the time in the Word of God all left a deep imprint on 
my heart. I never felt that four years was too long—much the 
contrary, it seemed it was not enough. 

In short, I am deeply grateful to the Lord for the time 
spent at PRTS. I am grateful He led us there, and grateful for 
all the professors and staff. We pray the Lord would greatly 
bless the ongoing ministry of PRTS. 
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Student Interview with Josh Lamb

My long journey to arrive at 
PRTS contained such turns 
that God’s hand alone could 
have brought it about.

I grew up among the majes-
tic Rocky Mountains near 
Pikes Peak in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. Fam-
ily camping trips near lakes 
and mountains were regular 
summer activities for us. My 
dad would take us on occa-

sional trips to ascend the 14’rs (mountains over 14,000) 
feet. Living in Grand Rapids now, I do miss the sun very 
much during the winter.

While growing up in a Christian home gave me a solid 
moral foundation as a child, I really never experienced 
a personal faith in Jesus. Despite my parents’ influence 
during family devotions, the message of the gospel had a 
minimal effect on how I lived my life. It is likely that if you 
were to go back and interview me during teenage years 
that I would have told you I was “basically a good person.” 
About a year after high school, I received a phone call that 
altered the course of my life. 

An Army recruiter on the other end of the telephone 
offered to come to my house. I countered that I would hear 
him out at his office in town. I signed on the dotted line 
and three weeks later headed to training in South Caro-
lina. The next six years involved training to jump from 
military aircraft, two deployments to Iraq with the 82nd 
Airborne Division, and two deployments to Afghanistan 
as a contractor. It was on a vacation from the third deploy-
ment that God chose once again to alter my path.

Some funds gained from being overseas allowed me to 
purchase a new Mustang. One day I took my brother and 
sister for a joyride on a long road near our house. We sped 
down the road at over 150 mph before I lost control and 
used all the means of stopping and turning. I still remem-
ber seeing the gash on my sister’s forehead as I carried her 
out of the car. The fact we are all still alive and well is noth-
ing short of miraculous.

It was at this point that matters of religion occupied my 
daily thoughts. God directed me to several websites and 
sermon videos. Finally, I came across a video sermon on 
Romans 9 from which I could not escape. That day marked 
the beginnings of real and vibrant faith in Jesus. The desire 
to not only learn more about Him but to proclaim Him 
continued to well up until I received a speaking opportu-
nity at my family’s church. This was granted, along with 

another. It slowly became clear that pastoral ministry was 
the direction God was calling me to.

I applied to several different seminaries, but the sincere 
piety of PRTS is evident the moment you walk in the door. 
In fact, after all the visits, PRTS was the only one where 
someone prayed with me. A few months later, I received 
the letter of acceptance into the M.Div. program.

Many aspects of confessional tradition, church pol-
ity, and church history are very new to me; this wasn’t the 
background I came from. But the professors and faculty 
have been very gracious in teaching the Reformed faith. 
Although it has been quite difficult, Hebrew class has 
been a highlight. There is no comparison to reading God’s 
Word in the original languages. However, my favorite class 
is Practice Preaching. It has been invaluable to receive gra-
cious feedback from professors and fellow students about 
preaching, the most important aspect of pastoral ministry. 

PRTS has allowed me to labor with other like-minded 
students in the pursuit of proclaiming to the ends of the 
earth Christ and Him crucified. Lord willing, I hope 
to graduate in 2018 and be ordained into the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian denomination.

PURITAN REFORMED CONFERENCE      AUGUST 20-22, 2015

The Beauty and Glory of the

Word of God

MICHAEL BARRETT

JOEL BEEKE

GERALD BILKES

RONALD KALIFUNGWA

DAVID MURRAY

JACK SCHOEMAN

GEOFF THOMAS

WILLIAM VANDOODEWAARD

Speakers

PRINCE CONFERENCE CENTER
1800 EAST BELTLINE AVE., GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49546

Visit www.prts.edu for more details.
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dr.	michael	barrett | Itinerary:
May 3: Grand Rapids, MI: Heritage Reformed Church 
May 11–15: Manchester, NH: Presbytery of FPCNA 
May 29: Greenville, SC: Graduation at Geneva Reformed Seminary 
June 11–13: Petersburg, KY: Reforming Families Conference at 

Creation Museum 
June 14: Indianapolis, IN: Indianapolis Free Presbyterian Church 
June 28: Hamilton, Ont.: Free Reformed Church 
August 9: Hull, IA: Heritage Reformed Church 
August 20–22: Grand Rapids, MI: PRTS Conference 

Writing Project:
Final edits of The Next to the Last Word, to be released in August

dr.	Joel	beeke | Itinerary:
May 2–4: Maryville, TN: Conference for Grace Community 

Church and preaching for Pastor Ron O’Dell  
May 11–23: Israel: Leading a tour group for a 12-day trip through 

Israel with Halvor Roning
May 31: Bailey, MI: North Casnovia Baptist Church, address and 

preaching for Pastor Aaron Shaw 
June 11–12: Petersburg, KY: Reforming Families Conference at 

Creation Museum 
June 13–14: (morning) Mountain City, GA: The Captivated Con-

ference and preaching for Grace Bible Church (Pastor James 
Anderson) 

June 14: (evening) Powder Springs, GA: preach for Midway Presby-
terian Church (Dr. David Hall) 

June 24–26: Mount Zion, KY: AiG Mega Conference for Creation 
Museum (Ken Ham) at Florence Baptist Church 

July 7–10: Hastings, MI: HRC Youth Camp 
July 11: Dundas, Ont.: Free Reformed Student Society 
July 12: Hamilton, Ont.: preaching for Free Reformed Church 
August 20–22: Grand Rapids, MI: PRTS Conference 
August 24–31: Lusaka, Zambia: Zambian Reformed conferences 

and preaching in the Lusaka Baptist Church (for Rev. Ronald 
Kalifungwa and Dr. Conrad Mbewe) 

Recent Publications:
The Book of Revelation (Journible), with Rob Wynalda. Grand Rapids: 

RHB.
The Life of William Perkins, with Stephen Yuille. Darlington, Eng-

land: Evangelical Press.
“John Calvin and John Brown of Wamphray on Justification,” 

in Reformed Orthodoxy in Scotland: essays on Scottish Theology, 
1560–1775, ed. Aaron Clay Denlinger. London: T. & T. Clark.

Piety: The Heartbeat of Reformed Theology. Phillipsburg: P&R, with 
Westminster Seminary.

“The Case for Adam” and “Christ the Second Adam,” in God, 
Adam, and You, ed. Richard Phillips. Phillipsburg: P&R.

Editor of Faith Seeking Assurance by Anthony Burgess. Grand 
Rapids: RHB.

dr.	Jerry	bilkeS | Itinerary:
May 24: Hamilton, Ont.: Free Reformed Church 
June 21: Mitchell, Ont.: Free Reformed Church 
July 5: Hamilton, Ont.: Free Reformed Church 
July 25–26: Wattisham, Suffolk, England 
July 27–31: Cardiff, Wales: Conference
August 9: London, Ont.: Free Reformed Church 
August 21: Grand Rapids, MI: PRTS Conference 

Writing Project:
Reservoirs of Strength: Studies in James

reV.	mark	keldermaN | Itinerary:
May 3: Kalamazoo, MI: Immanuel Fellowship Church  
June 7: Bradford, Ont.: Heritage Reformed Church 

dr.	william	VaN	doodewaard | Itinerary:
May–June: Grand Rapids, MI: Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church 
June 9–11: Flat Rock, NC: ARP General Synod 

Recent Publication:
The Quest for the Historical Adam: Genesis, Hermeneutics, and Human 

Origins. Grand Rapids: RHB

Writing Projects:
“The Marrow Controversy” in Diversity and Controversy in the 

Reformed World of the Eighteenth Century, Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht.

1 & 2 Peter, Evangelical Press.
A review of John Fesko, The Theology of the Westminster Standards, 

Themelios.
A review of Donald Sinnema, et al, Acta et Documenta Synodi Natio-

nalis Dordechtanae (1618–1619), Puritan Reformed Journal.

Faculty	itineraries	&	publications

aNNouNcemeNt: Summer of 2015 Matching Gift Campaign! Any donation made to the PRTS Operating Fund 
(monthly gifts included), up to $300,000 (USD), during June and July will be graciously and wonderfully doubled. 
Any new monthly supporters who sign up in either of these two months will have their donations tripled for the 
months of June and July. This means that a $100 ongoing monthly gift from a new partner in June will be tripled to 
$300 for both June and July. Please prayerfully consider a gift of any size during this matching gift campaign and help 
us to raise these much needed funds (see page 8).
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Dr. Joel R. Beeke, President & Professor 
   of Systematic Theology and Homiletics
  joel.beeke@prts.edu

Dr. Michael Barrett, Academic Dean
   and Professor of Old Testament
  michael.barrett@prts.edu

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes, Professor of
   Old and New Testament
  jerry.bilkes@prts.edu

Dr. David P. Murray, Professor of 
   Old Testament and Practical Theology
  david.murray@prts.edu

Dr. William VanDoodewaard,   
   Associate Professor of Church History
  william.vandoodewaard@prts.edu

Rev. Mark Kelderman, Dean of Students
   and Spiritual Formation
  mark.kelderman@prts.edu

Henk Kleyn, Executive Director of Operations
  henk.kleyn@prts.edu

Jonathon Beeke, Admissions Director  
   and Registrar
  jonathon.beeke@prts.edu

Chris Engelsma, Distance Learning Director
  chris.engelsma@prts.edu

Chris Hanna, Development & Marketing
  chris.hanna@prts.edu

Laura Ladwig, Librarian
  laura.ladwig@prts.edu

Kim Dykema, Library Assistant
  kim.dykema@prts.edu

Dr. Fred Sweet, Theological Librarian
  fred.sweet@prts.edu

Ann Dykema, Faculty Administrative Assistant
  ann.dykema@prts.edu

Esther Engelsma, Faculty Administrative  
   Assistant
  esther.engelsma@prts.edu

puritaN	reFormed	theoloGical	SemiNary

FiNaNcial	report
For period 8/1/14–3/31/15

       Year to Date    Annual   Percent of
  Income      Actual    Budget    Variance  Annual Budget
   HRC/FRC
    Church Support $     288,499 462,000 (173,501) 62%
   Other Donations 1,209,998 883,000 326,998) 137%
   Tuition 339,561 275,000 64,561) 123%
   Scholarships 92,861 250,000 (157,139) 37%
   Other Income         75,342        222,000        (146,658)   34%
  Total Income $ 2,006,262 $ 2,092,000  $   (85,738) 96%

  Expenses
   Instruction $    556,140 750,910  (194,770) 74%
   Scholarships 276,048 250,000  26,048) 110%
   Administrative       754,391     1,091,090        (336,699)   69%
  Total Expenses $ 1,586,579  $ 2,092,000  $ (505,421)   76%

  Net Income $     419,683  $      419,683  

yeS,	i	would	like	to	doNate!
q I would like to financially support PRTS by giving $      , designated for:
     q Pressing Operational Needs  q Scholarship Fund
     q PRTS Foundation  q Puritan Resource Center
q I would like to enroll in the monthly giving program and give $      per month.
q I am enclosing $20 for a 2014 subscription to Puritan Reformed Journal.
q Send me a free copy of Dr. William VanDoodewaard’s, The Quest for the Historical Adam.

Payment method
q Check/cash enclosed  q Charge my credit/debit card:  
     Card type (circle one):  Visa  Mastercard  Discover  American Express
     Card #       
     Exp. Date     /     Security Code    

q Please send me a free copy of The Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible — Genuine Leather 
   (for donations over $150).
     Send me a copy of the  q PRTS promotional DVD  q PRTS 2012–2014 catalog

Name                    
Address                   
City/State/Zip                   
Phone      e-mail                

Donations in the US need to be sent to:
   Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
   2965 Leonard Street, NE
   Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Canadian Donors please write your checks to:
   Burgessville Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation 
   Attention: PRTS
   685 Main Street, P.O. Box 105, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1CO
       For credit card and pre-authorized debit transaction forms, visit us  
       online at prts.edu/investing-in-prts/

International Bank transfer information:
 • Beneficiary Bank: Mercantile Bank of Michigan • Beneficiary’s Bank Swift: MEMIUS33
 • Beneficiary’s Bank Fedwire ABA: 072413829 • Mercantile Bank: 100061175
 • Beneficiary Customer: Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

Please include this form with your check.

Thank you for supporting 
PRTS with your prayers 
and financial contribu-
tions. If you would like to 
learn more about giving 
options, please contact me 
at 616-432-3407.

— ChRiS hanna

puritaN	reFormed	  
theoloGical	SemiNary
2965 Leonard Street ne, Grand Rapids, mI 49525
Tel: 616-977-0599  •  Fax: 616-855-5740    

Email: info@prts.edu  •  Web: www.prts.edu
Seminary eIn: 20-2394341 
Foundation eIn: 20-2394946
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Asaph struggled with similar thoughts in Psalm 73. 
He observed righteous people who suffered many 
problems and ungodly people who did not seem to 
experience so many troubles. While we do not fully 
understand God or His dealings, the following truths 
may be helpful.

1. Disasters, disease, and death are the results of our 
sin. When mankind chose sin, God warned us that 
sin would bring death (Gen. 2:17). Would it be right 
for a child being punished by his father for serious 
wrong-doing to blame his father “because he could 
have prevented this from happening”?

2. God will often take sinful and disastrous happen-
ings and use them to serve a good purpose. Often we 
cannot see the good while we experience the hardship, 
but later we often can. Do you remember how terribly 
Joseph’s brothers treated him and how they sold him, 
their own brother, into slavery in Egypt? God used 
these terribly painful experiences in Joseph’s life for 
a very good end: to keep millions of people alive. 
Later, Joseph looked back on these years and said to 
his brothers that what they did was very evil, but God 
used it for a good purpose (Gen. 50:20).

3. At the end of time, God will right every wrong and 
His perfect judgment and righteousness shall be seen. 
Asaph realized this in verse 17 of Psalm 73, and that 
is when a shift in his thinking occurred. He saw the 
end of the wicked and of the righteous, and he could 
rest in and be comforted by this truth.

Read Deuteronomy 29:29. 
Why should we strive to avoid trying to 
understand the secret things of God?  

Instead, why should we focus on the clear 
instructions God has revealed to us in His 

Word? Are you praying and working to  
learn, live, and love according to God’s 
will, communicated to us in His Word?

God’s Providence
I struggle with blaming God when things 

go wrong. If God controls all things,  
why does He not prevent bad things  

from happening?
Suggested Reading: Psalm 73

Science is knowledge based on observed facts and tested truths. 
Since no one was present to observe the formation of the universe, 
this earth, or the origin of life, and because no one can set up a 
test to consistently determine whether evolution or creation is true, 
neither is “scientific.” Both are different beliefs based on differ-
ent assumptions. The evolutionist assumes that there is no god 
and builds a theory of origins based on matter and energy in the 
universe. The creationist believes in God and builds a view of the 
world based on the works of the Creator. Both are based on faith. 

The evolutionist religiously believes that all the complex forms 
of life we observe today developed from simpler forms of life with-
out any master designer or God. The creationist religiously believes 
that God, as master designer, created all forms of life. The evolu-
tionist bases his belief on the ideas and teachings of men, whereas 
the creationist bases his belief on the truth of God as taught in 
God’s Word.

Consider the following example: You and your friend both 
view a gorgeous painting. The artwork includes beautiful trees, 
fields, peaceful water, blue sky, and puffy clouds. The shading is 
perfect and the detail is amazing. But you both view this painting 
differently. If your friend ruled out the possibility that there could 
be an artist who painted the picture, he would need to explain 
the painting’s existence like this: over many years, rains washed 
different colors onto the paper and winds blew twigs that scraped 
across the colors to make the distinct lines, and swirling leaves 
smoothed out the paint to fill in the larger sections on the painting. 
You, however, do not agree. When you see the design, complex-
ity, and beauty, and how one part perfectly fits into another across 
the painting, you believe that an artist designed and painted it. 
You cannot prove this as you do not know the artist, but you see 
evidences of design and not chance when you study the painting.

Which is more “scientific” and which requires more “faith” to 
believe? If believing that there is an artist (even if one does not 
know the artist) fits better with the facts of life that we observe 
than does believing in a painter-less painting, then how much more 
this is true when we see the infinitely greater design, complexity, 
beauty, and synchronization of all creation! 

In one sense, how does evolution require more “faith” 
 to believe and how is creation more “scientific”? 

How should observing creation speak to us of God?

creation or evolution
My friend said that evolution is scientific, 

but believing in creation is not. 
Is this true?

Suggested Reading: Romans 1:18–25

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

Questions Answered for teensJames W. Beeke
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Why should we remember Andrew Fuller (1754–1815) two 
centuries after his death in Kettering in the English Mid-
lands? Well, near the beginning of the funeral sermon that 
the Calvinistic Baptist John Ryland, Jr. preached for Fuller 
in 1815, Ryland described Fuller as “perhaps the most judi-
cious and able theological writer that ever belonged to our 
denomination.” Although Fuller was one of Ryland’s clos-
est friends, his judgment is by no means a biased one. For 
instance, Joseph Belcher, the editor of the nineteenth-cen-
tury American edition of Fuller’s collected works, believed 
that Fuller’s works would “go down to posterity side by side 
with the immortal works of the elder president Edwards [i.e., 
Jonathan Edwards, Sr.].” And Charles Haddon Spurgeon, at 
the close of the nineteenth century, described Fuller as “the 
greatest theologian” of his century, while A.C. Underwood, 
a Baptist historian writing in the middle of the next century, 
was of the opinion that he was the soundest and most useful 
theologian that the English Calvinistic Baptists have ever 
had. What reasons did these men, in different times and 
places, have for so highly valuing Fuller and his works?

fuller’s early Years
The youngest son of Robert Fuller, a farmer, and Philippa 
Gunton, Andrew was born on February 6, 1754, at Wicken, 
a small agricultural village in Cambridgeshire in East 
Anglia. It is noteworthy that numbered among both his 
paternal and maternal ancestors were men and women who 
were Puritans by conviction. His parents regularly attended 

the Baptist cause at Soham, about two and a half miles 
from Wicken. The pastor of this small work was John Eve 
(d. 1782), who had been a sieve-maker before becoming the 
pastor of Soham Baptist Church in 1752. Eve was a High 
Calvinist, and, according to Fuller, he “had little or noth-
ing to say to the unconverted.” Not surprisingly, Fuller later 
noted: “I…never considered myself as any way concerned in 
what I heard from the pulpit.” 

Nevertheless, in the late 1760s, Fuller began to experi-
ence strong conviction of sin, which happily issued in his 
conversion in the autumn of 1769. After being baptized 
the following spring, he joined the Soham church. Over 
the course of the next few years, it became very evident to 
the church that Fuller possessed definite ministerial gifts. 
Eve had left the church in 1771 for another pastorate, and 
Fuller, after ministering in the church for a couple of years, 
was formally invited to become pastor in 1775.

refuting high Calvinism
Fuller’s pastorate at Soham, which lasted until 1782, when 
he moved to Kettering in Northamptonshire, was a decisive 
period for the shaping of his theological outlook. During 
these seven years, Fuller began a lifelong study of the works 
of the New England divine Jonathan Edwards, his chief 
theological mentor after the Scriptures. He also made the 
acquaintance of Robert Hall Sr., John Ryland, Jr., and John 
Sutcliff, who would later become his closest friends and 
colleagues. And he decisively rejected High Calvinism and 

Remembering 
Andrew Fuller

In this article, church historian Michael Haykin provides 
a brief biography of Andrew Fuller who died two hundred 
years ago on May 7, 1815.

CHURCH HISTORY  |  DR . MICHAEL A .G . HAYKIN

Andrew Fuller (1754–1815)
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drew up a defense of his own theological position in The 
Gospel Worthy of All Acceptation, though this book would not 
be published until 1785. 

This epoch-making book sought to be faithful to the 
central emphases of historic Calvinism while at the same 
time attempting to leave “ministers with no alternative but 
to impress upon their hearers the universal obligation of 
repentance and faith.” With regard to Fuller’s own ministry, 
this book was a key factor in determining the shape of that 
ministry in the years to come. For instance, it led directly to 
Fuller’s whole-hearted commitment to the formation of the 
Baptist Missionary Society in 1792 and his role as secretary 
of this missionary body until his death in 1815.

On the other hand, the book involved Fuller in much 
unwanted controversy. Not long after the publication of The 
Gospel Worthy of All Acceptation, Fuller was assailed in print 
by two London High Calvinists, William Button and John 
Martin. In the midst of this controversy, Fuller emphasized 
that he had “a high esteem” for Button and “many others of 
his sentiments.” He continued: “I do not account them as 
adversaries, but as brethren in Christ, as fellow labourers in 
the gospel; and could rejoice…to spend my days in cordial 
fellowship with them.” 

Fuller was to describe his own theological position as 
“strict Calvinism,” differentiating it from High Calvinism, 
which was “more Calvinistic than Calvin” and “border-
ing on Antinomianism,” and from moderate Calvinism, 
which was essentially the theological perspective of the 
Puritan Richard Baxter and which Fuller considered as “half 
Arminian.” Strict Calvinism Fuller reckoned to be “the 
system of Calvin.” In a letter written to a Josiah Lewis in 
1793, Fuller made the following distinction between High 
Calvinism and his own position. He was commenting on 
the Baptist cause in Northamptonshire in 1793. He wrote: 

Amongst the Baptists, there are 4 or 5 churches who 
embrace what is called the High Calvinist Scheme, dis-
approving of unconverted sinners being exhorted to the 
performance of anything spiritually good. But the greater 
part of the Baptists, while they imbibe the Doctrines of 
grace, consider them as Calvin, and all the Reformers 
did, as being consistent with the obligations of men to 
repent from sin and believe in Christ, and therefore make 
no scruple of exhorting them to these duties.

fuller the Pastor
The critical role played by Fuller in this controversy did 
not preclude his engaging in other vital areas of theolog-
ical debate. In 1792, he issued an extensive refutation of 
Socinianism and, in 1799, published the definitive eighteenth- 
century Baptist response to Deism. Alongside these literary 
endeavors, Fuller exercised a significant pastoral ministry at 
Kettering. During his thirty-three years at Kettering, from 

1782 to 1815, the membership of the church doubled and 
the number of “hearers” grew to over a thousand, necessitat-
ing several additions to the church building. Fuller was first 
and foremost a pastor, and constantly sought to ensure that 
his many other responsibilities did not encroach upon those 
related to the pastorate. 

Two examples well display his pastoral heart. After 
Fuller died, there was found among his possessions a small 
book entitled “Families who attend at the Meeting, August, 
1788.” In it he wrote: “A Review of these may assist me in 
praying and preaching.” Then, among his letters there is one 
dated February 8, 1812, written to a wayward member of his 
f lock, of which the following is an excerpt: “When a parent 
loses…a child nothing but the recovery of that child can heal 
the wound. If he could have many other children, that would 
not do it.… Thus it is with me towards you. Nothing but 
your return to God and the Church can heal the wound.” 
Doyle L. Young has rightly commented that one may find 
the key to Fuller’s pastoral concern in “the intense attention 
which he gave to his own spiritual life.” 

final Days and fuller’s Confidence
When Fuller died on May 7, 1815, his funeral was attended 
by an immense crowd. The wife of John Keen Hall (d.1829), 
Fuller’s successor, wrote of this event in a letter: “The rush of 
people was astonishing; it was supposed there must be 2,000 
persons. The galleries were propped in several places to pre-
vent any accident.” At Fuller’s request, his old friend, John 
Ryland, preached the funeral sermon. Based on Romans 
8:10, it included not only an insightful exposition of this 
Pauline text but also a brief account of Fuller’s final days. 

Noteworthy is the following declaration made by Fuller 
in his last letter to Ryland, which the latter read at the end 
of his funeral sermon: 

I have preached and written much against the abuse of 
the doctrine of grace, but that doctrine is all my salva-
tion and all my desire. I have no other hope than from 
salvation by mere sovereign, efficacious grace through 
the atonement of my Lord and Saviour. With this hope 
I can go into eternity with composure.

Here we see the heart of Fuller’s theology and affections: 
his devotion to the sovereign God of all grace who loved sin-
ners to the extent of giving His own Son, the Lord Jesus, to 
save them by the cross. It was a theology that enabled Fuller 
to be a resolute defender of the gospel during his life and to 
face death with deep assurance of salvation.

Dr. Michael A. G. Haykin is professor of church history and biblical spiritu-
ality at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. 
He is author of Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They 
Shaped the Church.
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Evidence for the Bible
Clive Anderson and Brian Edwards
Evidence will surprise and inform you as you 
turn over the soil of history with the pages of 
your Bible. The witness of the trowel authen-
ticates and illuminates the people and events, 
lifting them from the pages of the Book and 
setting them in the context of time and place.

 (DayOne, HC, 255 pgs) $45.99 | $35.00

A Theology of the Family; Five Centuries of 
Biblical Wisdom for the Family Life
Scott Brown and Jeff Pollard, editors
This book presents a perspective on the family 
largely forgotten by the modern church. There are 
fifty-six authors featured in this volume; authors 
such as John Bunyan, Jonathan Edwards, John 
Gill, William Gouge, Matthew Henry, Martin 
Luther, A.W. Pink, J. C. Ryle, R. C. Sproul, 
Charles Spurgeon, and Thomas Watson. Each 

of them gives a powerful testimony that the twenty-first century 

church needs to be reminded of what she used to believe about family 
life. These authors bring a measure of the correction and the balm 
necessary to heal our amnesia and return us to biblical order.

This volume is a spiritual buffet for Christian family life, a deli-
cious smorgasbord of short selections largely drawn from treasured 
Reformed writers. It dishes up biblical truth, loading the table with 
meaty explanation, sweet comfort, and well-spiced exhortation for 
fathers, mothers, children, and young people.

(NCFIC, HC, 700 pgs) $39.00 | $29.00

The Trinitarian Devotion of John Owen
Sinclair B. Ferguson
Pastor, theologian, and military chaplain John 
Owen lived during troubled times, and his life 
remained marked by tremendous changes in cir-
cumstances. But even as his position rose and 
fell, he remained steadfast in his faith in the tri-
une God of the Bible.

 (Reformation Trust, HC, 140 pgs) 
$15.00 | $11.00

BOOK TALK
The titles below are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.  

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

NEw  
RHB  

BOOKS

OTHER TITLES

what is Experiential Calvinism? Ian Hamilton

“There is no such thing as ‘dead Calvinism,’” writes author Ian Hamilton. Calvinism, simply 
put, is biblical Christianity. No mere human-devised theological system, Calvinism is rooted in 
and shaped by God’s revelation in Holy Scripture. Hamilton asserts that Calvinism is “natively 
experiential.” In this booklet, the author shows us that Calvinism is far richer and more profound 
than five points and helps us see that the lives and ministries of those who are true Calvinists 
pulse with living, Spirit-inspired, Christ-glorifying, God-centered truth.

(PB, 37 pgs) $3.00|$2.25

why Should I Fast? Daniel R. Hyde

Today, the church seems to have forgotten about the spiritual discipline of fasting. Most of us have never heard 
a sermon about it, and few of us have ever practiced it. We think of fasting as an antiquated relic of the past. 
So why should we fast in an age of fast food? Pastor Daniel R. Hyde argues that “fasting is actually a basic 
biblical teaching and practice, one that is vital to cultivating godly living in an ungodly generation.” Fasting 
is a means to the end of abiding, deep, and personal communion with the triune God through prayer. The 
author explains what fasting is, provides biblical examples of it, reminds us of what Jesus taught regarding it, 
and tells us how to go about it.

(PB, 48 pgs) $3.00|$2.25



John: That You May Believe
R. Kent Hughes
If you are a believer, this commentary on the 
Gospel of John will expand your vision of Christ’s 
greatness and His singular role in our redemption 
by explaining the meaning and significance of 
His words and ways.

(Crossway, HC, 525 pgs) $37.99 | $26.00

Edwards on the Christian Life: Alive to the 
Beauty of God — Dane C. Ortlund
Whether the topic was the nature of love, the pre-
eminence of Scripture, or the glory of the natural 
world, the concept of beauty stood at the heart of 
Edwards’s theology and permeated his portrait 
of the Christian life. Clear and engaging, this 
accessible volume will, with the Spirit’s blessing, 
inspire you to embrace Edwards’s magnificent 
vision of what it means to be a Christian: enjoying 
and ref lecting the beauty of God in all things. 

(Crossway, PB, 207 pgs) $18.99 | $12.00

Creation & Evolution: Compatible or  
in Conf lict? — Jay Seegert
Presenting the best information on both sides of 
the debate, this book takes you on a fascinating 
discovery of the issues relating to creation and 
evolution and their relevance to your faith. With 
an engaging style, diverse points, and numerous 
quotes of interest, here is a fast-track guide to 
understanding why God is found in the details 
of this critical debate. 

(Master Books, PB, 298 pgs) $14.99 | $11.00

Walk in the Light: A Daily Devotional  
for Teens
“Young people and their parents often ask pas-
tors to recommend a devotional. This devotional 
is thoroughly biblical and heart searching, yet at 
the same time it equips our hands by thought-
provoking questions and employs our mouth to 
sing praise to our God.” —Pastor Scott Dibbett 

(Free Reformed, HC, 372 pgs) $20.00 | $14.00

Women of the Word: How to Study the Bible 
with Both Our Hearts and Our Minds
Jen Wilkin
We all know it’s important to study God’s Word. 
But sometimes it’s hard to know where to start. 
What’s more, a lack of time, emotionally driven 
approaches, and past frustrations can erode our 
resolve to keep growing in our knowledge of 
Scripture. Offering a clear and concise plan to 

help women go deeper in their study of Scripture, this book will 
equip you to engage God’s Word in a way that trains your mind and 
transforms your heart. 

(Crossway, PB, 158 pgs) $12.99 | $9.75

Bohemian Bravery: Miracles and Martyrdom 
of Scotland — Matilda Horsburgh
This title is based on a true story about the first 
martyr at St. Andrews, Scotland. Though not 
all are called to endure the martyr’s doom at the 
stake, some are called to a daily living martyrdom 
of fighting down sorrow and living for others. 

(Lamplighter, HC, 188 pgs) $20.00|$16.00

44 Animals of the Bible 
Nancy P. Johnson
God cares for the animals, and He wants 
us to do the same, as they represent some 
of the most amazing and unique creatures 
that He has designed. Learn their impor-
tance and connections to biblical events and 
develop a cultural understanding of their 
place in the Bible with this delightful pre-

sentation. Included are fascinating easy-to-read facts, full-color 
illustrations, and specific Bible verses.

(Master Books, HC, 44 pgs) $9.99 | $7.50
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Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889 / Fax: 616-285-3246
www.heritagebooks.org; e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org
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KIDS’ TITLES



Have you ever seen a friend walking sadly on the play-
ground? How can you tell they’re sad? Maybe they have 
their head down, shoulders drooped, kicking woodchips 
while they walk. 

Once there were two friends walking sadly together. 
Cleopas and his friend weren’t on the playground; they were 
walking along a dusty road going from the city of Jerusa-
lem to Emmaus, a seven-mile trip! They had a long walk 
home and, as you know, walking goes quickly when you talk 
with a friend, so they were pouring out their hearts to each 
other. They had just had the worst week of their lives, and it 
wasn’t because of the ordinary reasons that sometimes make 
us say, “This is the worst day ever!” They didn’t have lost 
homework or even a lost donkey. They weren’t arguing with 
their friends or fussing over hurt feelings. It was far worse.

The week before, they had gone to Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover. It was normally a joyful celebration—a time to 
remember God’s faithfulness in delivering their forefathers 
from Egypt and a time of hope, remembering that God had 
promised to send another deliverer. But this Passover had 
been all mixed up and seemed to have gone terribly wrong. 
Their dear friend, Jesus, a great prophet, had been killed, 
on the very day of the Passover. And this was the one they 
thought was going to deliver them! 

Their hearts hurt just thinking about Jesus; He had loved 
them and been with them day after day. They had seen the 
power of God in Him when sick people came to the door and 
when sinners found life and joy in His words. He had been 
their friend, their hope for a better future, but now all they 
felt was sadness and confusion. Jesus was dead and there was 
no deliverance in sight. Everything they thought was true 
seemed turned upside down. Had they been wrong all along? 

Jesus joined them on their walk, right in the middle of all 
the mixed up thoughts and feelings, and listened. Of course 
He knew all about it, but He loves for us to pour out our 
hearts to Him. They told the whole story to this stranger, 
not even recognizing it was Jesus! And Jesus gently began 
pointing to the truth that He was right here and all was 
going according to plan. 

Now, if you or I have something very remarkable hap-
pen, we might tell our friends the sensational details, show 
pictures, or even reenact what happened. But Jesus, who had 
just suffered the greatest sorrow and achieved the greatest 
victory in the history of the whole wide world, began in 

the most ordinary way—by opening up the Scriptures. He 
pointed out the plan that God had been perfectly carrying 
out through the stories of the Israelites and the songs of the 
prophets. He showed them how all these stories pointed 
to the Lamb, the Redeemer—to Him! And as He spoke 
the words of Scripture, their hearts started to thaw from 
the fear and confusion and they began to burn, throb, and 
nearly burst with joy as recognition lit their entire being. 
It was Jesus. And He had delivered them from something 
much worse than the Romans—they were delivered from 
the clutches of sin which had the power to destroy them 
more than any Roman. 

These two disciples had started their long walk with 
heavy hearts and sandals dragging, but by the end of the 
long trip, as they sat down to break bread with Jesus, their 
hearts were light and their feet eager to get up and spread 
the news—Jesus was alive and God’s plan of deliverance was 
being carried out perfectly!

I don’t have a time machine to send you back to the 
Emmaus road, but I can tell you where to find Jesus—open 
up the Bible. He really is on every page! This week, in your 
devotions, why don’t you write down your findings of seeing 
Jesus in the stories and prophets of the Old Testament? Ask 
your parents for help if you’re stuck.

 Seeing Jesus made the disciples’ hearts burn with pas-
sion, joy, and devotion. If your heart is dead and cold and the 
Bible seems boring, go to your knees. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
open your eyes to see Jesus as you read the Word. He is the 
only one who can wake us up from the sleep of sin and make 
us alive in Christ. Seeing Him will make our feet eager to 
worship Him and to share the news of Jesus with others.

Kara Dedert is a homemaker, mother of five children, and a member of the 
Grand Rapids HNRC.

meditation for children   Kara dedert

  Burdened to Bursting
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down
1. Goodness
3. Longsuffering
4. Love
5. Meekness
7. Temperance

across
2. Joy
6. Gentleness
8. Faith
9. Peace

answers to last 
month’s puzzle:

Bible Q
uiz

 for children

a
ndrea Scholten
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A.  ruby B.  onyx C.  pearl

H.  jasper

N.  amethyst

D.  emerald

E.  sardonyx

F.  sapphireM.  chalcedony

G.  beryl

K.  topaz

L.  sardius

J.  diamond I.  chrysolyte

Treasure Hunt! Place the letters of the precious stones 
behind the texts in which they are found. The letters 
may be used more than once.

1. Aaron’s breastplate (Exodus 28:17–20)
___________________________________________

2. Solomon’s temple (I Chronicles 29:2)
___________________________________________

3. Wisdom (Proverbs 3:15)
___________________________________________

4.  Ezekial’s vision (Ezekiel 1:16)
___________________________________________

5.  Items traded in Tyre (Ezekiel 27:16)
___________________________________________

6.  King of Tyre’s wealth (Ezekiel 28:13)
___________________________________________

7.  Judah’s sin is written with this (Jeremiah 17:1)
___________________________________________

8.  Babylon’s wealth (Revelation 18:12)
___________________________________________

9. The foundations of the New Jerusalem
(Revelation  21:19–20)

___________________________________________

10.  The gates of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:21)
____________________________________________



“I see land!” a young sailor named Daniel cried excitedly. 
As their ship approached the shore, Daniel gazed at the 
snowy hills, large boulders, and chunks of ice along the 
shore. He had never been so far south in his life! His ship 
had just reached the South Shetland Islands, off the north-
ern coast of Antarctica. The landscape seemed lifeless even 
though it was summer in the southern hemisphere, and the 
air was chilly. But the crew was dressed warmly, ready for 
their adventure. When the ship drew in close enough, a 
small boat was let down with Daniel aboard. As they rowed 
toward the shore, the sailors were excited by the sight that 
met their eyes: seals, seals, and more seals! Hundreds of 
seals like big gray rocks covered the coast. What would they 
do with the seals? Back in Europe, seal skins and oil were 
very valuable, and when this voyage was finished, the ship 
would return, full of seal skins.

The weeks f lew by as the men worked quickly. Soon 
their ship would be full and it would be time to head back. 
One day, Daniel was wandering along the shore, poking 
around the rocks and exploring. He had the morning off 
and wanted to see as much of this strange land as he could. 
Although he didn’t find any plants that were able to grow 
in this icy land, he spotted a little moss and some algae. 
Above him, a seabird soared in the wind. Daniel felt the 
wind tugging at his scarf, too. Ever since they had landed, 
it always seemed to be windy. 

Daniel kept walking along the shore until he no longer 
heard the shouts of the crew. Turning a corner, he unex-
pectedly discovered what looked to be a cave. Cautiously 
walking in, his eyes adjusted to the dark interior. Suddenly, 
he saw a small f lash. There in front of him, faintly spar-
kling, were diamonds. Not just one, but many! His heart 
began to thump and his hand trembled as he gently touched 
their hard, gleaming surface. His thoughts raced. Should I 
tell anyone? Immediately his mind protested. Why should 
anyone else have this treasure? I have discovered it! It’s mine!

Quickly Daniel left the cave and went back to the ship. 
Casually he picked up a large bushel bag, folded it up tightly 
in his hand, and left back down the shore. No one seemed to 
pay attention to him as he made his way back to his amazing 
discovery. Working quickly, he was able to chip away great 
handfuls of the diamonds and place them in his bag. When 
he stepped out of the cave, he couldn’t resist holding up one 
of his chunks to the light. It was dazzling and once again, 

he felt his heart begin to thunder. No one must hear of this. 
No one must know. 

Back at the ship, Daniel managed to place the bag in 
his personal chest without arousing suspicion. The final 
days f lew by and while Daniel helped with the preparations 
for leaving, his mind was continually focused on what lay 
hidden in his chest. I’ ll be the richest man in town! I’ ll buy 
whatever I please! No more working for a living. What will the 
others think of me?

During the long voyage home, these thoughts continued 
to burn within him. He was finding sleep difficult and 
couldn’t help but look at his fellow sailors with suspicion. 
Did they know anything? Were they waiting to steal what was 
rightfully his? But no, when they arrived back in their home 
country, Daniel was free to leave with all of his possessions, 
bag of diamonds included. 

The next day Daniel excitedly brought his diamonds to 
a jeweler. The jeweler examined his find and then glanced 
up at the young sailor, so full of hope. “Sir, these are not 
diamonds. They are quartz crystals, worth very little,” the 
jeweler said. Daniel said nothing, picked up his bag of com-
mon crystals, and strode out, his hopes and dreams dashed.

Something to think about
Daniel placed all of his hopes and happiness on the treasure 
he found. What do you place your happiness in? Suppose 
Daniel’s crystals really were diamonds. Do you think he 
would have been as happy as he imagined he would be? 
Where does true happiness come from? What is better than 
precious gems, gold, silver, or money?

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man 
that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is 
better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof 
than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and all the 
things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 
Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand 
riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay 
hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her” 
(Proverbs 3:13–18).

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member of 
the HNRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article is adapted from The Great 
Pilot and His Lessons, by Rev. Richard Newton. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers, 1866.  

andrea Scholten

do you dream 
of diamonds?
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NEwS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

OBITUARIES
ENGELSMA, Nellie, aged 90, passed away Friday morning, March 20, 
2015, at the Allendale Nursing Home, Allendale, Michigan. She was 
preceded in death by her brother, Theodore Engelsma, her sister, Jeanette 
(John) DeMaagd, her sister-in-law, Marie Engelsma, her brother-in-law, 
Herman Koning. Surviving are her brothers and sister, Donald Engelsma, 
James Engelsma, and Barbara Koning; sister-in-law, Corrine Engelsma; 
many nieces, nephews and friends. (Rev. David VanBrugge, Matthew 
11:28; 1 Peter 1:24–25).
MAXwELL, Michael Sean, aged 51, Mason, Georgia, passed away on 
February 28, 2015. Michael is survived by his mother, Mary Maxwell, 
also of Georgia, associate member of the Grand Rapids congregation, and 
one sister, Alissa. Funeral was March 4, 2015, conducted by Rev. David 
VanBrugge, Genesis 5:5b.
PRINCE, Calvin w., aged 76, of Holland, Michigan passed away Tuesday, 
March 24, 2015. Calvin was preceded in death by his wife, Betsy, his 
brother, John, and his parents, Wilbur and Marjorie (Quist) Prince.  Sur-
viving are his children, Lori Prince, Dave and Kathy Stein, Lisa Prince, 
Scott and Gina Prince, Brad and Leslie Prince; brothers and sisters, David 
and Kathy Prince, Sharlene and Jerry Mannes, Jacquelyn and John Law-
rence, Mark and Bonnie Prince, Dean and Carol Prince, and Dwight and 
Elizabeth Prince; 12 grandchildren, one great-grandson; several nieces 
and nephews. (Dr. Joel R. Beeke, Luke 15:1–7).

TEACHERS NEEDED
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY is accepting teaching applications 
for possible openings for the 2015–2016 school year. Interested K–6 
applicants should contact Mr. Nathan Bleeker at school (616) 458-
4367 or email (nbleeker@plymouthchristian.us). Teachers-in-training 
should also contact an administrator to let them know their area of 
specialty and planned graduation date.
REHOBOTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL in Copetown, Ontario is soliciting 
applicants for Educational Support positions. For more information 
about Rehoboth, see our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. For more 
information about these positions, contact the principal. To apply, please 
send a cover letter, resumé and statement of faith to the attention of: 
Mr. Raymond Roth, Principal, 198 Inksetter Road, P.O. Box 70, Cope-
town, ON L0R 1J0, t. 905.627.5977,  f. 905.628.4422,  e. principal@
rehoboth.on.ca

2015 YOUTH CAMP

The theme for this year is Self Examination—Seeking a Deeper 
Understanding of our Heart. Speakers for this year’s camp will 
include Rev. Klaver, Rev. VanderZwaag, Rev. Kelderman, Mr. Ryan 
Hurd, and Rev. Beeke. Our topics will start with “How to Rightly 
Examine Ourselves” and “What is My Spiritual State Before God?” 
We also hope to look at “Am I Discerning In My Use of Technol-
ogy?”, “Do I have a Biblical View of Sexuality?” and “Am I Making 
Proper Use of the Means?” Our camp will close with an interactive 
discussion on what it means to be Experientially Reformed.

In addition to these topics we have scheduled workshops on “Prayer,” 

“Challenges to the Christian Faith in the Public Environment,” and 
“Discerning God’s Will.”

Camp will be held Tuesday, July 7 thru Friday, July 10 at Camp 
Michawana in Hastings, MI. All young people (grade 10 – age 25) are 
invited to join us. The camp fee for this year is $180 (US funds only). 
Registration forms are available in the churches and online. Please visit 
www.hnrc.org/ministries/youth-conference for more details.

To make the camp as effective and enjoyable as possible we are 
encouraging everyone to be there for the full time and to submit regis-
trations on a timely basis. It is difficult to schedule meals and sleeping 
accommodations when we have people arriving and leaving at various 
times or scheduling at the last minute.

If you have any questions please call Jim & Lisa Bleeker (616) 
735-1998 or Rev. & Donna Kelderman (616) 608-5464 or e-mail 
youthcamp@hnrc.org. We look forward to seeing you in July.

ANNUAL DUTCH DAY (HOLLANDSE DAG)
DATE: Tuesday, May 5, 2015
LOCATION: Dundas Free Reformed Church 

253 Weir’s Lane, R.R.1, Dundas, ON L9H 5E1
SPEAKER: Rev. Gerald Procee, Pastor in the Christelijke Gerefor-

meerde Kerk, Middelharnis, the Netherlands and former pastor  
of the Hamilton, Ontario Free Reformed Church

TOPIC: Schuldbesef, Schuldbelijdenis en Schuldvergevng,  
bij God en de Naaste

Coffee is served at 9:45 am • Meeting begins at 10:30 am
Everyone who understands Dutch is most welcome!

speaker:

coffee:

LocaTIoN:

morNINg
sessIoN:

afTerNooN
sessIoN:

daTe:
Tuesday, 

June 9, 2015

Ray Pennings

9:30am

10:00am

1:00pm

Jesusfollowing

in

Theme:

feaR-filled
TImes

     ANNUAL 
LADIES’ 
CONFERENCE

licensed exhorter 
(Calgary fRC) and 
Co-founder of Cardus

185 wellington St., Mitchell, on n0K 1n0
Hostesses: Mitchell and Bornholm free Reformed ladies Societies 

Mitchell arena & Community Centre

lUnCH 
PRoVided 
aT CoST: 

$5.00
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NATIONAL NEwS
CHRISTIAN FLORIST CAN LOSE PERSONAL ASSETS FOR 
DECLINING GAY wEDDING 
A f lorist in Washington State who refused to provide f loral arrange-
ments to a gay couple for their same-sex wedding ceremony, due to 
her religious objection to such a union, can now legally be sued per-
sonally by the state’s attorney general’s office, a judge in the state has 
determined.

Benton County Superior Court Judge Alex Ekstrom ruled that 
the state may bring a consumer protection lawsuit against Barronelle 
Stutzman, the owner of Arlene’s Flowers in Richland, as she is being 
accused of violating the Consumer Protection Act when she declined to 
provide f loral arrangements to a regular customer’s same-sex wedding 
because it went against her Christian beliefs.

The judge’s decision means that Stutzman remains at risk of suffer-
ing a serious personal financial hit and potential loss of her business. 
(The Christian Post) 

COMMENTARY: DEFENDING FAITH, FAMILY 
& FREEDOM – GARY L. BAUER 

My public policy group American Values, along with a coalition of 
other pro-family organizations, has released results from a national 
poll we commissioned on marriage and religious liberty. Contrary to 
the media’s left-wing narrative, the American people still believe in 
normal marriage. Here are the key findings: 

• 53% of registered voters surveyed agreed with the statement: 
“I believe marriage should be defined only as a union between 
one man and one woman.” Forty-three percent disagreed. 

• 61% agreed that “States and citizens should remain free to 
uphold marriage as the union of a man and a woman and the 
Supreme Court shouldn’t force all 50 states to redefine mar-
riage.” Thirty-two percent disagreed. In other words, voters 
believe the definition of marriage should be left to the people; 
they do not want it redefined by unelected robed radicals. 

• 81% agreed with the statement “Government should leave 
people free to follow their beliefs about marriage as they live 
their daily lives at work and in the way they run their busi-
nesses.” Twelve percent disagreed. 

An overwhelming majority of Americans—81%—believe that true 
tolerance demands respect for our deeply held religious beliefs and our 
First Amendment rights. They are clearly concerned about the dan-
gers to freedom of belief as more individuals—photographers, f lorists, 
bakers, and college administrators—discover that liberal intolerance 
threatens their livelihoods. 

Soon the Supreme Court will take up cases regarding the people’s 
right to define marriage. As our poll indicates, the justices would be 
wise to respect the limits of their power and the judgment of voters in 
more than thirty states who voted to preserve the meaning of marriage 
as the union of one man and one woman. 

Americans do not want another Roe v. Wade-like ruling from 
unelected judges that assaults their values and forces the left’s morality 
on every state in the union. Such a ruling will only enflame America’s 
culture war. 

INTERNATIONAL NEwS
83,000 BIBLES SENT TO CUBA TO KEEP UP wITH ‘INCREDIBLE’ 
GROwTH OF CHRISTIANITY
A shipment of 83,723 Spanish-language Bibles is headed to Cuba 
and will be distributed to a number of Southern Baptist churches in 

both western and eastern parts of the island nation, SBC’s Interna-
tional Mission Board has announced. The shipment is the third since 
1999 that Southern Baptists have sent to Cuba; they have sent nearly 
500,000 Bibles in total.

Since the Cuban government amended its Constitution in 1992, 
declaring it a secular state instead of an atheist state, religious activi-
ties have been given room to grow and f lourish. (By Samuel Smith,  
Cp Reporter)

GREECE’S ELECTION OF 1ST ATHEIST PM A TREND IN EU?
Instead of taking the traditional biblical oath of office, the left-wing 
party victor in Greece’s elections insisted on taking a civil oath, 
according to Reuters—refusing to take part in the religious ceremony 
that his predecessors have participated in for decades on end.Like 
Greece, France and Croatia have also recently installed atheistic poli-
ticians to lead their nations, departing from the religious heritage of 
leaders from those nations in the past.

With much talk commonly circulated in recent years that the EU is 
comprised mostly of post-Christian societies, a 2010 Eurobarometer Poll 
was administered to find its true spiritual temperature. What research-
ers found was that different nations within the EU varied widely.

Ranked far ahead of any other European nation when it comes to 
their faith, 94 percent of the citizens of Malta declared that they have 
faith in God. At the other end of the spectrum when it comes to their 
faith—or lack of it—were the people of the Czech Republic. Only 16 
percent of the residents of that nation proclaimed they have a faith in 
God—the lowest in all the EU. Just a little over a quarter of the resi-
dents of France (27 percent) believe in God. 

The Eurobarometer Poll demonstrated that just more than half (51 
percent) of residents from the European nations indicated that they have 
a faith in God. With many Muslims and people of other religions also 
claiming a faith in another god, one can conclude that the number of 
those believing in the God of the Bible is clearly under half of all EU 
residents. (OneNewsNow.com)

CHRISTIAN wORLD VIEw JOHN GOUDZwAARD
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HRC SYNOD (APRIL 16–17, 2015)
Here are a few of the major decisions of the HRC Synod which met in 
Grand Rapids in mid-April. More detailed minutes will appear in the 
next issue of the BSGT.

Synod unanimously calls for a day of prayer and fasting prior to 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s upcoming decision regarding marriage 
and in light of the Supreme Court of Canada’s recent decision 
allowing euthanasia and doctor-assisted suicide. This day would 
be observed sometime during the last week of May, the specific 
date being left to the churches’ discretion. We will encourage the 
denominations represented in NAPARC, the North America Pres-
byterian and Reformed Council of which we are a member, to join 
us in this endeavor.

With thanksgiving to the Lord, Mr. Ryan Hurd, a member of 
our Grand Rapids congregation, was accepted as an HRC theo-
logical student.  Having already completed two years of study, he 
was granted permission to speak an edifying word in the churches.  
We are also encouraged by the favorable progress of Pieter Van der 
Hoek’s studies.

The seminary program of study has been restructured to 
enhance certain areas of the curriculum and consolidate overlap 
found among others. We are studying the feasibility of implement-
ing a Ph.D. program.

Synod approved the development of an office bearers’ training 
program.
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In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge  (Colossians 2:3).

THE PREEMINENCE OF CHRIST OVER THE CHURCH (2)

Last time we considered how Christ is the center of the 
preaching of the church. But this is also true in the pastor-
ing ministry of the church. 

Paul did not only preach, he also toiled and worked. 
“Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his work-
ing, which worketh in me mightily. For I would that ye 
knew what great conf lict I have for you…” (Col. 1:29). 
Paul wants them to know he is not just a talker. He labors, 
strives, and has conf lict for them. The word used here is 
the word agon, from which we get agony. But the agon was 
also the place where the original wrestling in the Olym-
pics took place. It is as if Paul is hinting that that is how 
hard he is working; he is wrestling for them. 

But as he wrestles for them, he knows that it is Christ’s 
power that sustains him. Like an athlete in a contest, 
Paul worked with all his might, knowing and trusting 
that, while he worked, Christ was working also. Even as 
he struggled and sweat, he knew that God was using his 
work for His purpose. 

Christ is also preeminent in Paul’s attitude toward pas-
toring. Paul followed Christ’s own example, a model full 
of love and concern for the people. Christ said, “I am come 
that they might have life” (John 10:10). But He follows 
that with “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11). Christ 
faced great humbling and conf lict for your life. Paul shep-
herds and pastors so that the Colossians might have life. 

We often like to see the results of our work. And yet 
Paul does not go about measuring the number of converts 
or increased attendance or number of visits achieved. No, 
he has not even seen the Colossians, and yet he is bur-
dened for them. “I would that ye knew what great conf lict 
I have for you…” (2:1). 

Thus Christ is preeminent in the motivation for pas-
toring. What was Paul’s motivation? “That their hearts 
might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the full assurance of understanding” (2:2). He 
prays for their comfort, love, and assurance of understand-
ing; Paul wants them to be strong, fearless, and full of 
good cheer against the errors that face them. He desires 

that they would be knit together in love—harmoniously 
weaved together. He wants them to have assurance—the 
certainty and confidence to meet all circumstances. The 
pastor works and struggles so that his people can live with 
comfort, love, and assurance. 

But notice again, it is not the comfort of the pastor, or 
the love of the pastor, or assurance in the pastor. It is com-
fort, love and assurance “to the acknowledgement of the 
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ” (2:2). 
Paul desires that his people would not go to other things 
for comfort, love, and assurance, but go to the Father, go 
to Christ, “in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.”

So Christ is preeminent in Paul’s work of pastoring. In 
Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom. The pas-
tor strives to make those hidden things clear, reachable 
to the young, to the employee, to the university student, 
to the parents, to the seniors. So he goes about caring 
about each one in his particular need. The pastor also is 
like Epaphras, who was “one of you, a servant of Christ, 
always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may 
stand perfect and complete in all the will of God” (4:12). 

What then is Paul’s goal as he strives for them in pas-
toring? “This I say, lest any man should beguile you with 
enticing words. For though I be absent in the f lesh, yet 
am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your 
order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ” (2:4). 
It is possible for people to be moved by visiting preachers 
who come with smooth and encouraging words. Yet Paul 
reminds his people, I am praying for you, caring for you in 
spite of distance, encouraging you to look to Christ. This 
is the pastoral goal: steadfastness of faith in Christ. Strong 
Christ-centered faith. The goal of pastoral work is to have 
people look to Christ instead of the pastor. 

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student 
at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. David 
VanBrugge is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: kuivenhoven.
maarten@gmail.com; dvanbrugge@gmail.com.
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A living stream, as crystal clear,
Welling from out the throne,
Of God and of the Lamb on high,
The Lord to man hath shown.

This stream doth water Paradise,
It makes the angels sing:
One precious drop within the heart
Is of all joy the spring.

Joy past all speech, of glory full,
But stored where none may know,
As manna hid in dewy heaven,
As pearls in ocean low.

Eye hath not seen, nor ear hath heard,
Nor to man’s heart hath come
What for those loving Thee in truth
Thou hast in love’s own home.

But by His Spirit He to us
The secret doth reveal:
Faith sees and hears, but O for wings
That we might taste, and feel;

Wings like a dove to waft us on
High o’er the flood of sin!
Lord of the Ark, put forth Thine hand,
And take Thy wanderers in.

O praise the Father, praise the Son,
The Lamb for sinners given,
And Holy Ghost, through whom alone
Our hearts are raised to heav’n.

—JOHN mASON
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