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Blessings on the hand of women!
Angels guard its strength and grace,
In the palace, cottage, hovel,
Oh, no matter where the place;
Would that never storms assailed it,
Rainbows ever gently curled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Infancy’s the tender fountain,
Power may with beauty flow,
Mother’s first to guide the streamlets,
From them souls unresting grow—
Grow on for the good or evil,
Sunshine streamed or evil hurled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Woman, how divine your mission
Here upon our natal sod!
Keep, oh, keep the young heart open
Always to the breath of God!
All true trophies of the ages
Are from mother-love impearled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Blessings on the hand of women!
Fathers, sons, and daughters cry,
And the sacred song is mingled
With the worship in the sky—
Mingles where no tempest darkens,
Rainbows evermore are hurled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

— WIllIAM ROSS WAllAce  
(1819–1881)
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The Crosses We Make

a cross is composed of two pieces of wood. The shorter 
piece represents your will—and the longer piece represents 
God ’s will. Lay the two pieces side by side—and there is no 
cross; but lay the shorter piece across the longer one—and 
you have a cross.

Just so, whenever our will falls across God’s will—there 
is a cross in our life. We make a cross for ourselves…

every time we do not accept Christ’s way, 
every time we murmur at anything he sends, 
every time we will not do what he commands.

But when we quietly accept what he gives, when we yield in 
sweet acquiescence to his will, though it shatters our fairest 
hopes, when we let our will lie alongside his—there are no 
crosses in our life, and we have found the peace of Christ.

— J. r. Miller
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The opening verses of the Gospel of Luke and the book of acts have striking similarities. We find a remnant of believ-
ers waiting for a promise to be fulfilled, scriptural truth guiding all matters, and the holy Spirit visiting believers. In 
this meditation, we will consider another similarity: Christ being baptized with the Spirit and the true church being 
baptized with the Spirit. In Luke 3:21–22, we read of the baptism of Christ and yet a few verses earlier, in verse 16, 
John the Baptist says, “I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh…he shall baptize you with the 
holy Ghost and with fire.”

The central concern of baptism by the holy Spirit is not who the right recipients of baptism are, but that baptism 
brings people into the fellowship of the church, the covenant community of which every true believer is baptized with 
the Spirit.

Second, the realization of the church’s baptism with the holy Spirit equips her for her mission, just as Christ was 
fully equipped for his mission by receiving the holy Spirit. God’s mission for us is being who we are called to be and 
doing what we are called to do. Christ had to be the anointed One and save his people from their sin. The church must 
be people living in union with Christ and serve as witnesses of his salvation—all by means of the holy Spirit.

Third, the church’s baptism with the holy Spirit pointed to the future, just as the baptism of Christ pointed to him-
self as the fulfiller of all righteousness (Matt. 3:15). We see this in the later references to baptism in acts—especially in 
10:34–35: “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” So the Gentiles would be incorporated 
into the church because that is where the purifying Spirit dwelt.

all of this applies to us. a true member of the church shares in this blessed baptism of the Spirit. This is evidenced 
by the possession of true saving faith which brings a person into relation to Christ and therefore to the church. It is faith, 
not his connection to the church, that puts him into a saving relationship with Christ.

This baptism with the Spirit produces an effective walk of life and witness. In the words of George Smeaton,
They who have the Spirit of Christ filling them and continuously animating them with new supplies of knowledge, 
humility, courage, and decision, such as can be traced in the first disciples, succeed in bringing men into living contact 
with God…. nothing is so calculated to strike the heart of a callous age as the arresting spectacle of men filled with the 
Spirit—the awe-inspiring spectacle of men whose hearts the Lord has won, openly separating themselves from the world, 
that they may invite and persuade men to accept [by grace] the great salvation.

We also pray and long for the revival and renewal of the church as the community baptized with the holy Spirit—
that her future glory would be previewed now. Let the lame rise up and walk and leap, let the persecutors be brought to 
their knees and converted, and let the Word of God spread through the nations. Lord, let us see glorious evidence of the 
church’s baptism with the holy Spirit!

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the heritage Reformed Congregation in Bradford, Ontario.

MediTaTion  •  Rev. Don Overbeek

The ChurCh BapTized 
with the  Holy Spirit

acts 1:5; 2:1–4



Graduation
MediTaTion  •  Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag

Dear graduates, congratulations on completing your educa-
tion here. Whatever your calling in this life, remember it is a 
godly calling to serve the LORD day by day!

Stand still and see God’s salvation
after leaving egypt, Israel had a long way to go not only in 
distance but also in learning. The Lord led them into the wil-
derness which seemed to be the wrong way, but, as it is always, 
God’s way was right and good. If only Israel—and we, too—
could see that! Pharaoh thought Israel was going in the wrong 
direction as well, so he went after them. When the Israelites 
saw that, they “cried out unto the LORD” (v. 10). no wonder: 
to their left and right lie mountains, before them the Red Sea, 
and behind them the egyptians! It’s natural to be afraid in like 
circumstances. you will have such times of troubles, pain, and 
failure. It’s not if, but when! how will you respond?

Israel went by what they saw and felt instead of by what 
they knew about the Lord their God. Their fear turned into 
anger, blaming Moses—and therefore blaming God—for hav-
ing them “die in the wilderness” (v. 11–12) while they were yet 
alive. We often worry about things that never happen, don’t we? 
Moses brought God’s Word: “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day” (v. 13).

note first that God doesn’t answer prayer because we are 
so sincere and submissive, or pray so well. no, God helps sov-
ereignly and freely. Do you fear? you may have every reason, 
but “fear not.” note, second, the emphasis on the word, “ye.” 
“My dear people, did you already forget what I have done for 
you?” We are reminded of this reality every Lord’s Day: “I am 
the LORD thy God which have brought thee out of the land 
of egypt, out of the house of bondage” (ex. 20:2). But note 
thirdly that Moses told the people to “stand still” while they 
were already standing still. he wanted them to stop and “see 
the salvation of the LORD.” The word salvation in hebrew is 
Jeshua; Israel is called to look to Jesus as “the Way,” for there 
is no other way! Likewise, the Lord wants us to bring all 
our sins and impossibilities to him. When? note, fourthly, 
the emphasis on “to day.” Don’t do anything or go anywhere 
without first standing still to prayerfully search his Word 
and see Christ on every page as “the Way, the Truth and the 
Life” (John 15:6).

Trust God to Fight Your Enemies
What is this salvation? God will destroy your enemies, “for the 
egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no 
more for ever.” Whatever you worry about at the beginning of 

a day, even throughout a day, “See the salvation of the LORD!” 
Only then will you be able to face and defeat all your enemies, 
for “the LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.”

We may see the salvation of the Lord in Jesus, the greater 
Joshua! When we look to him, we see clearly that our real 
enemies—sin, hell, Satan, and death—are destroyed at the 
cross. To stand still to “see the salvation of the LORD” every 
day is to daily encamp at the foot of the cross—not just to 
have our difficulties removed, which we want, but to find 
forgiveness of our sins and strength to fight sin, which we 
need. Be in the Word of God and in prayer daily. That is the 
way to see the wonderful balance between God remaining 
sovereign in our lives and we being fully responsible.

Go Forward at His Command
“Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they go forward” (v. 15). It seems so contradictory, 
as if the Lord rebukes Moses for pleading with him for the 
people. First do nothing, then do something. But it conveys 
a wonderful truth which agrees perfectly with what we read 
so far. Moses is not rebuked because he prays for them, but 
because he only continues to pray. It’s time to get up from 
your knees. Ora et Labora: pray and work!

yes, the Lord said he would fight for them, but they still 
had to obey and use God’s appointed means: “go forward.” 
God said he would divide the Red Sea, but it’s clear that 
Moses had to lift up his rod. Do you see how God fights for 
us in our battles? Praying for God’s help is good, but then do 
not sit back after prayer. yes, do stand still to consider what 
you have done and confess your sins. But also prayerfully 
consider what God has done for you; look to him through 
Jesus Christ, then go forward, trusting that he shall provide.

When you have to make difficult decisions about careers 
or marriage, turn to the Lord to find with him all the help 
you need. even in smaller things like facing Monday, look to 
him. an elderly seminary professor told me how he wrestled 
on a Monday on his knees for a new text, and this came to 
him, “The LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore 
liest thou thus upon thy face?” (Josh. 7:10). In other words, 
you committed it to the Lord and asked to see his salvation 
and trust him; now go forward and do whatever is before you. 
as you prayerfully serve the Lord, he will fight for you, but 
you must go forward guided by his Word and Spirit.

Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag is a pastor of the heritage netherlands Reformed 
Congregation in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyp-
tians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. And 
the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.  — exodus 14:13–15

stand still and go forward
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Last month’s editorial considered Satan and the original tempta-
tion which led to Adam and Eve’s fall. This month’s editorial 
considers the troubles and trials that the fall ushered in.

The Trouble of Fallen Sinners
The fall of man brought immediate consequences to adam 
and eve—troublesome consequences that have been passed 
down to us across thousands of years of sin and misery.

1. Bitter Corruption
 Mankind’s fall was an atrocity, an act of high treason against 
the greatest, most loving, most beautiful, most honorable 
Being in the universe. Many would trivialize the sin of the 
Garden of eden as if it were just a matter of eating the wrong 
piece of fruit. But the first sin was an evil of massive propor-
tions that perverted men’s soul.

Consider the wickedness of adam and eve’s sin. They 
did not act in ignorance, but with willful intent broke God’s 
command. They knew that the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil was intended to test their love and obedience to God. 
They sinned in the face of God’s warning, calling God a liar 
and treating friendship with God as if it had no value. as the 
father of the entire human race, adam plunged the billions 
to come after him into darkness and death. he brought death 
to his own offspring. The fall was the worst act of blasphemy 
and murder in human history, second only to the betrayal and 
slaughter of God’s incarnate Son.

In this one act, adam broke both tables of the moral 
law, casting off his supreme and all-encompassing love for 
God, and love for his neighbor as for himself. Only self-love 
remained, and self-love reigned over all man’s life.

adam would have done less harm to himself if he had 
gouged out his eyes and torn out his heart. It is impossible 
for us, as fallen people, to fully appreciate the glorious trea-
sure that was lost in the soul of man and the horrible filth 
that rushed in to take its place. Before the fall, Genesis 1:26 
tells us that man and woman were the imagebearers of God, 
living likenesses of him. Genesis 1:31 says they were “very 
good.” after the fall, Genesis 6:5 tells us that God surveyed 
the world and, apart from noah and his family, came to 
this conclusion about fallen man: “every imagination of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Sin rushed 
immediately into the entire body and soul, filling even the 
innermost recesses of the heart.

Sin has so corrupted humanity that even little children are 
debased by its influence. Genesis 8:21 says that “the imagina-
tion of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” David confessed 
in Psalm 51:5 that from the moment of his conception in the 
womb, he was “in sin.” Oh, the horror of our corruption! Fallen 
man is in sin and continues to sin, with every tick of the clock, 
sixty times a minute, 3,600 times an hour, over 2.5 million 
times every month—sin, sin, sin! The magnitude and bitter-
ness of our spiritual corruption is overwhelming.

2. Bitter Shame
Genesis 2:25 tells us that before the fall, “They were both 
naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” This is 
a statement not just of intimacy, but of integrity. adam and 
eve lived in boldness and openness because they had nothing 
to hide. In a sense, they needed no clothing because they were 
clothed in righteousness. They were unashamed and free.

Immediately after the fall, Genesis 3:7 says, “and the 
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons.” Satan had promised them knowledge, and 
when they sinned, “their eyes were opened.” But what a sad, 
defiling knowledge sin brought to them! It was a knowledge 
that robbed them of their innocence. God was not trying to 
keep them ignorant. he was protecting them from an experi-
ential knowledge of sin that dulls and deadens your knowledge 
of everything that is good. Sin spoils your ability to appreciate 
life. It reduces your sensitivity to beauty and joy and brings 
hardness, bitterness, and shame into your soul. It robs you of 
the full appreciation of the beauty of God’s creation.

Defiled by sin, adam and eve suddenly felt exposed and 
ashamed of themselves. They wanted to hide. horatius Bonar 
said, “unfallen man needed no covering, and asked for none; 
but fallen man, under the bitter consciousness of the unwor-
thy and unseemly condition to which sin has reduced him, as 
unfit for God, or angels, or man to look upon, cries out for 
covering—covering such as will hide his shame even from 
the eye of God.”1

the Trouble & Trial  
of Fallen SinnerS

eDiTorial 
Joel r. beeKe
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They tried to cover themselves. how pitiful and futile 
were their fig leaf aprons! Those leaves would quickly wither 
and die, falling away and exposing their shame once again. 
When we’re ashamed of ourselves, we are prone, like adam 
and eve, to reach for the nearest thing to try to cover our-
selves. We can do that in a variety of ways. Sometimes we do 
that by heaping up external works of religion while our hearts 
remain sinful and unchanged. Sometimes we try to hide in 
the crowd: “everyone’s doing it.” Sometimes we assume that 
time cancels sin. Some people joke about the sins of their 
youth that they’ve never had washed in the blood of Christ, 
and never stop to think that God is not a creature of time. 
he remembers all our sins as if they were committed today.

There is only one way to cover the shame of our sins, and 
that is by the divinely ordained “covering for sin”: the forgive-
ness granted through the blood of Jesus Christ. We must be 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ through faith. Paul 
wrote in Romans 4:6–7, “even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous-
ness without works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities 
are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.”

3. Bitter Alienation
after adam and eve fell into sin, the Lord God came seeking 
them. Prior to this, adam and the Lord had talked together 
like close friends. But now the way that adam reacts shows 
that sin has opened a profound gulf between God and man. 
Genesis 3:8 says, “and they heard the voice of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
amongst the trees of the garden.” Fear had replaced friendship; 
secrets replace communion. Why were they afraid? Their con-
sciences accused them. They felt the painful guilt of their sins 
and feared that God would punish them as he had threatened.

Remarkably, God did not come in burning fire, but came 
asking questions. It seems that God, in his abundant mercy, 
gave adam an opportunity to confess his sin. But instead of 
accepting the opportunity, adam responded with accusation 
and blame. Genesis 3:12 says, “and the man said, The woman 
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat.”

adam blamed eve for his sin, saying to God, “She gave me of 
the tree.” What a contrast in their relationship between Genesis 
2 and Genesis 3! adam had sung for joy when the woman was 
created. With delight he said, “Finally! This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh. This creature is not like the other 
animals; this is astonishing. This is the helper I need. Praise be 
to God!” But sin erects an immediate, massive wall between 
them. Remember that God had warned them that disobedience 
brought death. Therefore, when adam blamed eve for their 
fall, he was saying, “Kill her, not me.” This man, once the noble 
prince of the world, has been reduced to a coward who blames 
others for his sin, even if it may cost his wife her very life.

Worse yet, adam blamed God, saying, “The woman 
whom thou gavest to be with me.” how deeply Satan’s lies 
had taken root in his heart! adam believed that God was 
neither truly good nor just; his gifts were only bait in a trap. 
Truly, adam had become a fool. he had ruined his own life, 
but his heart raged against the Lord (Prov. 19:3). 

Guilt and sin had separated man from his Creator. Isaiah 
59:2 says, “But your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will 
not hear.” This alienation resulted in man’s expulsion from the 
Garden of eden. When we lost communion with God, we lost 
the title to eternal life in Paradise (Gen. 3:23–24). The holy 
angels became our enemies, and we were shut out of God’s 
heavenly presence and all the delights and pleasures that come 
with living close to God (Gen. 2:8–14; Ps. 16:11).

4. Bitter Death
The Lord God had warned adam in Genesis 2:17 that 
“in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
Sometimes people struggle with those words because adam 
and eve did not physically die the day they ate the forbid-
den fruit. Or did they? The text presses us to consider that 
the death in view here is more than the death of the body. 
God’s words of judgment—literally, “Dying thou shalt die”— 
contain a multiplicity of deaths.

First, man fell into spiritual death. Paul summed up the 
human condition in ephesians 2:1, when he said that until 
God made us alive in Christ, we “were dead in trespasses 
and sins.” We have already seen that man had been alienated 
from God, who is our life. ephesians 4:18 describes our fallen 
estate: “having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart.” Spiritual death is 
both the consequence of sin, and the condition for further 
sin. Romans 8:6–7 teach us that “to be carnally minded is 
death…because the carnal mind is enmity against God,” 
hatred against the Lord. Long before we are dead on the 
outside, we are already dead on the inside.

Second, man was sentenced to physical death. We will 
have more to say about physical death in a moment.

Third, man was destined for eternal death, the most bitter 
death of all. Revelation 21:8 says, “But the fearful, and unbeliev-
ing, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death.” how terrifying to suffer the wrath of God with-
out mixture of the least drop of mercy forever and ever, without 
rest day or night (Rev. 14:10–11)! Truly, God said, “Dying thou 
shalt die.” We are fools not to listen to God’s warning.

The Trial of Fallen Sinners
Though fallen man would be thrust out of the Garden of eden, 
this would not take place until God first came as a holy Judge 
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to confront the sinners and condemn them. Though sinners 
just want God to leave them alone, the Judge of all the earth is 
able to summon lawbreakers to trial before his judgment seat.

1. Confrontation with God
Fallen man cannot hide from God. he comes asking ques-
tions, reminding us of his commandments, unmasking our 
sins, and declaring his righteous judgments. he came to 
adam, eve, and Satan in the garden, and he will come to us 
on the Day of Judgment. 

Confrontation with God is inevitable, first, because He is 
the Lord. Though the serpent and the woman had chosen to 
think of him only as “God” but not as “LORD,” nevertheless 
Genesis 3:8–14 tell us five times that God came to them as 
“the LORD God.” he is the covenant Lord, the God who 
faithfully keeps his covenant Word in both love and judg-
ment (Deut. 7:9–10). God made a covenant with all mankind 
in adam (Gen. 2:16–17), and mankind broke that covenant 
(hos. 6:7, margin). Sooner or later, all men must face the 
great “I aM” and hear his sovereign verdict on their words 
and deeds in this life. he is a covenant-keeping Lord, and he 
will come at the appointed time.

Second, confrontation with God is inevitable because He is 
God. how stupid it was to sin against the God of Genesis 1!  
he is the only God, already existing in the beginning. all 
things were made by him. he is the all-powerful God who 
has only to speak and stars and oceans and mountains obey 
his voice. all things are under his mastery. he is the all-
knowing God who sees everything that he has made. all 
things are under his watchful eye. 

Third, confrontation with God is also inevitable because 
He is good. Genesis 1 tells us repeatedly that God does good 
things. he blesses his creatures. he is not an evil God, nor 
does he delight in sin. Genesis 2 tells us that he is a God of 
law, who expresses his will in commandments and warnings, 
and always acts consistently with his Word. It also reveals that 
he is a God of love. how could God simply walk away from 
those whom he created in his image and positioned to be 
his sons and daughters? he comes crying out to his lost and 
perishing creations, “Where art thou? What is this that thou 
hast done?” Though they do not want to hear from him, he 
wants to hear from them. as always, God is taking the initia-
tive; God is exercising sovereign grace. he confronts adam 
and eve for the sake of his justice and his mercy.

2. Condemnation from God
In Genesis 3:14–19, the Lord the Judge declares his verdict 
and sentence over the three offenders. his words echo down 
through the ages, bearing dire consequences for all genera-
tions to follow.

he begins with the serpent in verse 14, “Because thou 
hast done this, thou art cursed.” up until now, God had 
spoken only blessings (Gen. 1:22, 28; 2:3); but now the same 

voice that called the sun and the moon into existence pro-
nounces an almighty curse upon the serpent. eating dust is 
a metaphor used elsewhere in the Bible for the humiliation 
and defeat of an enemy (Ps. 72:9; Isa. 49:23; Mic. 7:17). The 
noble angel that once was a heavenly prince would have his 
face rubbed in the dirt by the total victory of Christ and his 
people. Romans 16:20 says, “and the God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. amen.”

next, the Lord God declares his sentence upon eve. her 
sins bring great sorrow to the two areas of life that would 
have been the source of her greatest fulfillment: marriage 
and motherhood. Bearing children will no longer be pure 
delight, but difficult, painful, and dangerous for mother and 
child. Relating to her husband will not be a partnership of 
total cooperation and intimacy, but a power struggle. The 
parallel between Genesis 3:16 and 4:7 in the hebrew text 
implies that the woman will now desire to conquer and master 
her husband, but he will continue to exercise authority over 
her. God created man and woman with equal dignity in his 
image (Gen. 1:27), but gave them different roles. he created 
adam first, speaking the covenant to him alone, and then 
the woman as a helper suitable for him, and then allowing 
adam to name his wife (Gen. 2; 1 Tim. 2:13). In Paradise, 
the husband’s authority and the wife’s submission were freely 
given and gladly received, but sin has turned the best and 
closest of human relationships into the battle of the sexes.

after the fall, the Lord God had first questioned the man 
and pronounced man’s punishment last. Called to work the 
earth and subdue it (Gen. 1:26; 2:15), man’s labors would now 
become a desperate struggle to survive. God’s noblest creation 
would die, rot, and return to dust from which he was formed 
(Gen. 2:7). God made man to rule as king in the earth, and 
as a consequence of man’s sin, his dominion would fall under 
God’s curse: “cursed is the ground for thy sake” (Gen. 3:17). 
all creation groans under sin (Rom. 8:22). Tornadoes, hur-
ricanes, and earthquakes are the voice of God declaring man’s 
alienation from creation and the Creator. 

however, though the Lord God cursed the serpent and the 
ground, he did not curse the man or the woman. To be sure, 
if people do not repent but persevere in Satan’s ways, they will 
fall under the curse; Cain is a case in point (Gen. 4:11). But 
God did not curse adam and eve, because in his patience and 
mercy he had better plans for them. In the blackest hour of 
despair, God raises a red and white banner of hope in the blood 
of a coming Redeemer, as I hope to show in the next editorial.

1. horatius Bonar, Earth’s Morning: Or, Thoughts on Genesis (new york: Robert 
Carter, 1875), 99.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and  
homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
heritage netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Keeping the Sabbath is foreign to most Christians today 
whether they are Reformed or dispensational. Opinions 
differ both in terms of its legitimate relevance for Chris-
tians and regarding its specific practices if relevant. The 
bottom line is that keeping the Sabbath is a require-
ment of God’s moral law and as such Christians should 
endeavor to keep the law—not in order to gain divine 
favor or salvation (that would be legalism), but because 
they have received divine grace (that would be sanctifica-
tion). Those in Christ are free from the law as a means 
of life, but they are not free from the law as a way of life. 
Grace always puts the law in its proper place, and this 
certainly applies to the practice of worship. If we are 
to worship in the beauty of holiness, we must worship 
according to what God defines as holiness. Grace gives 
us the desire and the ability to do it. nothing is more 
“anti-grace” than disregarding God’s law.

This fourth commandment, recorded on stone in 
exodus 20 and expounded by Moses in Deuteronomy 5, 
requires the keeping of the Sabbath. The inspired inscrip-
tion of exodus together with the inspired interpretation 
and application of Deuteronomy give clear direction for 
using the Sabbath as an aid to worship.

Definition of terms
a proper definition of terms is crucial to any discussion, 
and this is certainly the case for any discussion of the 
Sabbath since so much of the misunderstanding stems 

from improper definitions. Let’s start at the beginning. 
The verb “remember” in the exodus statement suggests 
awareness of the Sabbath prior to Sinai as is illustrated 
from the narrative in exodus 16, where the Lord sets 
down the rules for gathering manna. Remembering does 
denote a mental recall, but it involves much more. Too 
often remembering and its counterpart forgetting are 
mental operations over which we have little control. It 
is a common human malady to forget what we should 
remember and to remember what we would like to for-
get. But the hebrew terms for these mental maneuvers 
express willful, voluntary acts rather than uncontrollable, 
involuntary processes. In other words, to remember is to 
think about something on purpose; to forget is to refuse 
to think about something on purpose. Consequently, 
the exodus statement requires conscious ref lection and 
equates to Deuteronomy’s command to keep or observe 
the Sabbath day, which in turn requires attentive and 
careful obedience.

Perhaps the biggest misconception involving the 
fourth commandment concerns the meaning of the term 
“Sabbath,” which is basically a transliteration of the 
hebrew term. In spite of the association of the word 
in this context with the seventh day, the term does not 
inherently refer to the seventh day nor does it have any 
connection to the number seven at all. The Sabbath des-
ignates the seventh day of the week only when the context 
specifies it as the seventh day. The word comes from a 
verbal root meaning “to cease.” Simply, the Sabbath is a 
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day that stops or a day that marks or sets a limit. It is a 
day of cessation, regardless of what day of the week it is. 
In fact, in the Old Testament’s calendar, there were any 
number of days designated Sabbath that would not have 
fallen on the last day of the week. The undeniable fact 
that the term Sabbath does not uniquely designate the 
seventh day of the week ought to remove any objections 
to referring to the first day of the week as the Christian 
Sabbath. It is crucial to note that the law’s imperative 
required keeping the Sabbath day holy without specify-
ing what that day was. The principle was that one day in 
seven was to be a Sabbath day, a day of rest. Inherent in 
the statement was a built-in provision for a dispensational 
shift of days but not for a dispensational subtraction from 
the Ten Commandments.

The infinitive expression “to keep it holy” or “to sanc-
tify it” (the hebrew text is the same in both exodus and 
Deuteronomy) explains what remembering or keeping 
the Sabbath entails. This infinitive—the factitive form 
of the verb “to be holy,” which is grammatical jargon for 
putting something in a given state or condition—means 
simply that the Sabbath day is to be put into a state of 
holiness. Since the basic idea of holiness is separation, 
the idea is that the Sabbath must be made separate or 
distinct. Sanctifying the Sabbath requires setting it apart, 
making it different from all the other days of the week. 
Clear enough!

Logic of the Sabbath
If the exodus and Deuteronomy passages are considered 
together, there are two significant and related reasons 
why the Sabbath is required. according to exodus, the 
Sabbath day is to be free from all labor because of the 
example God established at creation: he rested. God 
rested, and we must rest as well in imitation of him. his 
holiness is the perfect standard of ours; we must be holy 
because he is holy. Imitating his rest is tantamount to 
experiencing his presence. Throughout the Scriptures, 
the Sabbath principle is a key component of a theology 
of rest. Theologically or spiritually, to be in the place 
of rest is to be where God is. Being in the presence of 
God is an objective in worship, and remembering the 
Sabbath helps to accomplish that objective. according 
to Deuteronomy, the Sabbath is to be observed because 
God delivered his people from bondage. Resting in his 
presence and remembering his grace go hand in hand. 
Relief from the mundane affairs of life allows time for 
proper ref lection and worship of the Lord for who he is 
and what he has done. It takes time and a proper frame 
of mind to worship, and the Sabbath provides for both. 

This is good logic. a scriptural keeping of the Sab-
bath is a means of shelving legitimate but mundane con-

cerns and blocking out distractions that compete with 
spiritual matters for attention. The Christian must set 
himself apart from the labors and happenings of every-
day existence in order to worship the Lord effectively. By 
setting aside those things that are lawful and necessary 
on other days and making it the delight of the heart to 
spend time in public and private worship and in per-
forming works of necessity and mercy with a true heart, 
the Christian will enjoy God and find the necessary 
impetus to serve him with fervent zeal. Suffice it to say 
that God deserves constant worship and praise. how-
ever, in his providence, he has given us other things 
to do that demand our time and attention. he has given 
us six days to accomplish all that we must legitimately 
accomplish. In his law, he has set aside a time when we 
can and must give our full attention to him. Without 
such a day, that kind of worship is impossible, but he 
has set aside a time when giving full 
time and full attention to him is 
possible. That is a demonstration 
of his goodness to us to aid us both 
in our work and our worship. I like 
the way one theologian summed 
it when he called the Sabbath “a 
gift of Divine grace for the sanc-
tification of the people.” and it is 
even better to put it in the words 
of Christ—“The Sabbath was made 
for man” (Mark 2:27). 

even apart from the biblical 
mandate for keeping the Sabbath, 
it just plain makes sense. Worship 
takes time and requires attentive concentration, both of 
which the Sabbath facilitates. Too often Christians enter 
the sanctuary with a million things on their mind; it is 
not surprising, therefore, that so many churches today 
experience shallow worship. By setting aside the ordinary 
business of life, it is possible to enjoy a frame of mind 
that allows unhindered thoughts of God. Keeping the 
Sabbath is not just a code of do’s and don’ts; it must be 
a spiritual issue, a matter of the heart. Isaiah 58:13–14 
sums up the way to observe the Sabbath: it is a day to 
be observed with a spirit of self-denunciation, a spirit of 
devotion, and a spirit of joy. The Sabbath is not a dull 
day to get through; it will not be a holy day unless it is a 
happy day. It is God’s gift to us.            

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.
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The healing of Malchus’s ear is the last miracle 
Christ performed as part of his earthly min-
istry before his death. Perhaps at first glance 
this healing of an ear doesn’t seem to be a very 
magnificent final miracle. yet, like all those that 
preceded it, this miracle gave form and shape 
to what Christ would do in the ministry of rec-
onciliation. Moreover, it was a great bridge to 
what Christ would do in his state of exaltation 
following his death and resurrection.

A Sword-wielding Disciple
Christ had come to the garden of Gethsemane to pray. 
Receiving no help from his disciples in prayer, the Savior 
accepted the cup of his Father and prepared to meet the 
power of darkness. 

 armed with swords and clubs and torches, a band of 
about two hundred soldiers and temple guards arrived in 
Gethsemane, led by Judas. To them Christ revealed his 
royal dignity as the Son of God, forcing the soldiers back-
ward to the ground (vv. 4–7). nevertheless, he then allowed 
these soldiers to bind his hands—hands that had healed 
the sick, blessed children, and done so many miracles (John 
18:8–12). But before being bound, Jesus would do one last 
act of healing with those blessed hands, and that on an 
enemy who had come to bind his hands.

Through the darkness, the blade of a sword suddenly 
swung through the air. had some soldier from the tem-
ple guard gone on attack? no. One of the Lord’s disciples 
reached for his sword and pulled it out of its sheath. he 
lunged towards the group and aimed for the head of one 
of them. Perhaps in the dim light the man named Malchus 
saw the shining blade coming his way and, throwing his 
weight to one side, survived the attack. John tells us that the 
victim’s name was Malchus and that he was a servant of the 
high priest, Caiaphas. The sword missed its intended target 
and instead cut off Malchus’s ear.

Imagine Malchus reaching for the right side of his head 
to find his ear gone and his head bleeding profusely. John 
tells that the perpetrator of this crime was Simon Peter, 
known for his impetuous words and actions. What did this 
sword-wielding disciple’s action accomplish? Was he helping 
his Lord here? no; not only did Peter do damage to Mal-
chus, he brought damage to his Lord. Christ had just said 
in Peter’s hearing: “Let these go their way” (John 18:8). he 
should have taken this as a cue that what was going to hap-
pen would not involve him, but instead of getting out of the 

way, Peter got in the way. his sword dripping with blood, 
he was more ready for armageddon than for the Passion.

We often respond like Peter did when we see more of the 
enemy around us than we do the guilt within us. We are so 
easily persuaded to see Christianity as a cause in which we 
must fight. We take note of the many enemies who threaten 
us; we become very anxious and perhaps even angry when 
we see the cause of evil advancing. But we should remember 
that Christianity is not, in sum and substance, a cause to be 
fought outside of us as much as a work of grace within us. 
That grace causes us to rest in the finished work of Christ. 
If we had to add one sword stroke to the cause of our salva-
tion, we would be lost forever.

no wonder, then, that the Lord admonished Peter: “Put 
up thy sword into the sheath” (John 18:11). Scripture else-
where codifies the lesson as follows: “Be not overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). This is 
not the time for fighting. “The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God” (2 Cor. 10:4). More 
importantly, you can’t share the work with the Mediator.

has the Lord shown you that you are too quick to wield 
a sword—not always a physical sword, but through our 
tongues, looks, tempers, and impetuous actions that get in 
the way of the Lord? When the Lord opens our eyes, we can 
see how much damage we do with our fighting. even in the 
church and spiritual communities there is so much sword-
swinging from which we must repent and turn.

Peter would have no one to blame but himself if his 
discipleship and ministry had ended right at this point. 
What a mercy that it didn’t! This was owing to Christ as 
the merciful high Priest.

A Merciful High Priest
among the gospel authors, it was Luke, the physician, who 
described this miracle of the heavenly Physician. We read 
in Luke 22:51, “and he touched his ear, and healed him.” 
That must have meant that Christ bent down and picked 
up the ear and put it right back where it was. his touch 
tenderly yet powerfully restored the tissues, muscles, and 
nerves, bringing healing to Malchus. 

We see Christ as the merciful high Priest in two ways. 
First of all, he was a High Priest towards Peter. Peter couldn’t 
be left to himself for one moment. a faithful priest, we 
are told elsewhere, had to be able to “have compassion on 
the ignorant and on them that are out of the way” (heb. 
5:2). and that’s exactly how Christ intervened with his 
erring disciple. he would undo what Peter has done. The 
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Messianic Psalm 69 sheds light on what Christ was doing 
here: “Then I restored that which I took not away” (v. 4). 
Peter had cut off Malchus’s ear, but Christ restored it. This 
pictures what Christ’s work on the cross would be like. he 
would die for sins he did not commit; he would restore that 
which he had not taken away for the likes of Peter.

at the same time he was a merciful High Priest towards 
Malchus. Malchus was the servant of Caiaphas, the earthly 
high priest descending from the line of aaron. We know 
Caiaphas’s track record, and from it we can deduce what a sad 
life Malchus must have lived in the shadow of this corrupt 
and vain high priest. But now a perfect high Priest, Jesus, a 
Priest after the order of Melchisedek whose blood is about to 
be shed as a suffering substitute, would bind up his wound. 
he did not think an ear was too minor a thing through which 
to make a final display of his miraculous power during his 
earthly ministry. as high Priest, Christ stopped the f low of 
this man’s blood, but he would soon allow his own blood to 
f low. This high Priest, whose hands will soon be bound, will 
use his hands one last time to show kindness to an enemy.

A Healed Ear
We don’t know whether Malchus ever came to believe in and 
live for this merciful high Priest, Jesus Christ. Because his 
name is explicitly mentioned in John, a book written some 
fifty years after the events it records, some commentators 
surmise that his name may have lived on in the Chris-
tian community as someone who had come into the Lord’s 
service. Could it be that along with the great company of 
priests who became obedient to the faith (acts 6:7), Mal-
chus came into the early assembly of the church? We won’t 
know for sure until eternity. 

If not, his healed ear would have been a mighty testimony 
against him all the days of his earthly life. The Lord had done 
a wonder on him, but where had that brought him? how 
many wonders did the Lord not do in our lives, including in 
our physical bodies? These are strong calls to us to abandon 
a formal religion like the kind Caiaphas represented. 

Meanwhile, the healed ear of Malchus was a testimony to 
Peter of Christ’s healing power through his dying and ris-
ing. We know that he learned the lesson, for he wrote later, 
“For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God 
endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if 
when ye be buffeted for your faults ye shall take it patiently? 
But if…when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 

that ye should follow his steps…. [W]hen he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously: who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righ-
teousness; by whose stripes ye were healed” (1 Pet. 2:19–24).

Though we don’t know what happened to Malchus, Peter 
went on to preach of Jesus Christ as the spiritual healer 
and Restorer. On the day of Pentecost, alone, he showed 
that the sword of the kingdom is a spiritual sword. When 
it is wielded with the blessing of the Spirit, it does indeed 
wound, but from heaven the Son of God heals spiritually 
wounded people. What a blessing that Peter could continue 
as a servant of the real high Priest, Jesus, proclaiming his 
love and mercy to those enslaved to sin and formal religion. 

Questions
1. according to Luke 23:49, the disciples asked the Lord 

whether they should attack with the sword. Peter 
didn’t seem to wait for an answer (v. 50). What les-
son can we learn from this about waiting on the Lord 
and not deciding ourselves what it is the Lord wants 
us to do?

2. earlier, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Peter had 
failed to watch and pray as Christ had told him to 
do. now he did what he shouldn’t have done. how 
does Peter represent believers, who, though well-
intentioned, are still often so thoughtless? Compare 
also what he said in verses 33 and 60.

3. Why does the heart of a disciple still often continue to 
have such difficulty with the way of suffering—both 
Christ’s suffering and his own? What did Peter learn 
according to 1 Peter 2:19–24?

4. Malchus served the high priest Caiaphas. Peter was 
the servant of Christ the true high Priest. Compare 
and contrast both lines of service. Why do so many 
prefer living under the shadow of a formal religion 
like that of Caiaphas? In what ways do we trust in a 
system of ceremonies?

5. Spiritually speaking, Christ wounds our hearts by 
the law and then heals them in the gospel. how did 
he do this in the life of Peter (think of his denial and 
restoration) and/or Paul (think of his conversion)?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and new Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of north america.
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suggested reading: matthew 1:18–25

“My dad and I were speaking with two Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
They claimed that Jesus is a son of God, the first born and 
the highest of all creatures, but not equal with Jehovah 
God; this meant that speaking of Jesus as God the Son is a 
false teaching of our church. They observed many places in 
Scripture that speak of the Son of God, but challenged us to 
find one text in the Bible that speaks about Jesus as God the 
Son. and we could not think of one that did!”

But the Bible does establish that Jesus is God and equal 
with Jehovah God. Consider these four ways. The Bible 
gives Jesus: 

•	 Divine names (names that only can be given to 
God)—“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given…and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6; see also Matt. 1:23, Jer. 
23:6, and John 1:1).

•	 Divine attributes (qualities only can be given to God)—
“For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily” (Col. 2:9); see also references to Jesus being 
everywhere present (Matt. 18:20), eternal (John 1:1–2), 
all-knowing (John 2:24–25), almighty (Rev. 1:8), and 
unchangeable (heb. 13:8).

•	 Divine works (works that only God can do)—“all 
things were made by him; and without him was not 
anything made that was made” (John 1:3, 13); Jesus 
also forgives sins (Mark 2:10), preserves the saints 
(John 10:28), resurrects and judges all (John 5:21–22), 
and subdues everything to himself (Phil. 3:21). 

•	 Divine honor (honors reserved only for God)—“That 
all men should honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father” (John 5:23; see also heb. 1:6, Matt. 28:19, 
2 Cor. 13:14, and Rev. 1:4–6).

What a wonderful truth that Jesus is both God and man 
in one Person!

Thank God for the wonderful gift of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ! Why would He not be able to save us if He was not really 
human and really God? Do you need and love Him as the only 
possible Savior for sinners like you and me?

Jesus is God

suggested reading: luke 10:38–42

When reading the verses from Luke 10, observe that Mar-
tha was busy preparing a meal and getting things ready 
to serve it. Were these appropriate things to do? yes. Was 
there anything wrong with what she was doing? no and yes. 
There is nothing wrong with preparing a meal and serving 
it. It is the right and necessary thing to do for our family 
and guests. But Martha erred when she became preoccupied 
with it. It absorbed her thoughts and time; she could not 
even pause to concentrate on what Jesus was teaching. She 
was so caught up with preparing and serving a good meal 
that nothing else seemed to matter! 

Something that is right in itself can become wrong when 
we give it too much attention in our lives. Martha’s priorities 
were reversed.

Is talking and texting with your friends an appropriate 
thing to do? yes. Is there anything wrong with texting your 
friends? no and yes. There is nothing wrong with staying in 
touch with your friends—that is, as long as your communica-
tion demonstrates love and honor to God and love and concern 
for others. Texting can become wrong if we become preoc-
cupied with it. If we can hardly concentrate on real events at 
hand because we are texting, we have a problem. If we cannot 
focus our undivided attention on more important issues, our 
priorities are reversed. Just like Martha’s food preparation, 
something that is right in itself can become wrong when it is 
over-emphasized and given too much attention.

Dan keeps in touch with several friends wherever he goes. 
his school does not allow cell or smartphones, but Dan sneaks 
his in anyway and texts friends whenever he has a chance 
without getting caught. Sandra frequently texts friends while 
she’s talking to others. Sam can’t wait until dinner is over at 
home because someone texted him and he hasn’t responded 
yet. Jocelyn interrupts a conversation with her mom because 
someone just texted her. are any of these young people acting 
appropriately, or have their priorities become reversed? Some-
thing that is acceptable in itself has become wrong.

We must be on guard against outright sin, but also against sin-
ning in how we use legitimate things in our lives by becoming 
preoccupied with them. Are there areas in your life that need to 
be reined in, and others that need more time and focus? How will 
you accomplish this? How can God and His Word help?

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

Is Jesus really God? How can I prove that He is?

TexTinG

Some say that texting our friends is not good. Is it?

Questions answered James w. beeke
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We return to the history of our heritage. In our last installment, 
we briefly examined the Dutch Reveil (Revival) and its attempt 
to reform the Dutch Reformed Church from within. Although this 
movement was successful in that it touched many individuals 
who were converted or stirred up to a more vigorous spiritual life, 
it failed to produce any real and lasting changes in the church as 
an institute. The Reveil was unable to remove liberal theology 
from the universities and most pulpits. The King continued to 
rule the church through boards whose members were all committed 
to views inspired by the so-called Enlightenment.

Hendrik De Cock’s early Ministry
Only when hendrik De Cock led his small congregation 
at ulrum out of the state church did a real and thorough 
reformation take place. De Cock was a graduate of the 
Groningen university, where he had been trained in liberal 
theology. Before coming to ulrum, he had already served 
two other churches. But here, in his third charge, the young 
minister’s eyes were opened by the Lord.

De Cock was born on april 12, 1801, in Veendam. he 
learned all the popular liberalizing ideas from his parents and 
the Rev. J. G. Oosterbeek of Wildervank, a city to which his 
parents moved shortly after his birth. Rev. Oosterbeek did 
not so much deny such basic teachings as the substitutionary 
atonement of Christ or the necessity of the new birth, but 
simply neglected to preach them. his message was basically 
a call to live a decent and useful life. Only the catechist, 
hendrik nieman, insisted that a man was saved by the sov-
ereign grace of God. although not spiritually awakened at 
that time, De Cock, mainly because of this godly instructor, 
never embraced all the prevalent ideas of that day.

While at Groningen, De Cock realized that the teach-
ing there was very different from what he had learned from 
nieman. a struggle began to stir in his soul. upon gradu-
ation in 1823, the congregation of eppenhuizen called 
him. at this time, De Cock was a sincere young man but 
devoid of any saving knowledge of God’s saving grace. he 
married Frouwe Venema, a distant relative and a godly 
woman, who proved to be of great help to him spiritually 
and in many other ways.

Three years later, De Cock accepted the call to noord-
laren. his ministry there was characterized by earnest 
appeals to his hearers to forsake sin and to live honorably 

before the face of God and men. It was only moralism, 
however, and lacked the foundation of God’s grace whereby 
alone a sinner is enabled to do good works. he knew the 
old writers so revered in conventicles (fellowship meetings 
of believers) only by name and through men who ridiculed 
their teachings. De Cock did not even own a Staten Bijbel. 
he had never read the creeds of the church, even though 
he had pledged to uphold their teaching. and he had not so 
much as heard of Calvin’s Institutes!

But in ulrum, his third congregation, his life was 
changed. Soon after his installation by Dr. hofstede 
DeGroot, his predecessor and professor of theology in 
Groningen, he found people who talked just like nieman 
had done years before. While appreciating their new min-
ister’s seriousness, these people missed in his preaching a 
clear call to faith and repentance. They were not hearing the 
gospel of free and sovereign grace. They knew that salva-
tion is not obtained by good works and by relying on devout 
feelings, but by resting upon the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the sinner’s Substitute.

among these Spirit-taught people was Klaas Kuypenga. 
This simple man had not had the liberty to profess his faith 
and therefore came weekly to De Cock for catechetical 
instruction. Before long the teacher learned more from the 
student than vice versa. Kuypenga would speak about his 
total inability to do any good. a famous statement of his 
was: “If I had to contribute one single sigh to my salvation, 
I would be lost forever.”1

The big Change
Conversations like these made a deep impression on young 
De Cock. They led him to ref lect upon his own spiritual 
state and ministry in the light of the Bible, which he now 
began to study with more thoroughness than ever before. 
he found much help in two booklets written by Baron Van 
Zuylen van nyevelt, one of the leaders of the Reveil move-
ment: “The Only Deliverance,” published in 1831, and “The 
Reformed Doctrine” (1832). Calvin’s Institutes, of which he 
found a copy in the study of a neighboring pastor, made a 
more lasting impression. he read this work through several 
times. In 1832, a God-fearing widow, a member of his con-
gregation, handed him a copy of the Canons of Dort.

Hendrik DeCock 
and the Secession

Church History | rev. Cornelis Pronk
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These books, as well as many conversations with godly 
members of his congregation, were used by the Lord to 
bring him to conversion. The congregation soon recognized 
that a radical change had taken place. a new emphasis was 
detected in his sermons; the pastor now spoke directly to the 
spiritual needs of his hearers. he emphasized man’s deep 
fall in adam and the necessity of the regenerating work 
of the holy Spirit, as well as the all-sufficiency of Christ’s 
substitutionary atonement.

“Our minister certainly has changed,” they said in 
amazement. “We are receiving the true Bread from heaven 
again.” Soon the word spread and people from neighboring 
villages came f locking to ulrum to hear the pure Word of 
God. Scores of carriages lined the streets adjacent to the 
church building on Sundays.

yet, while their re-born minister edified God’s people, 
it soon became evident that the enemy was also stirred up. 
Ministers from other congregations, as well as church mem-
bers in general, began to speak evil of the true witness of 
Christ in ulrum. Conflict was bound to come.

The baptism Controversy
De Cock did not limit himself to preaching and other pas-
toral duties. he also used the printing press to disseminate 
Reformed truth and to protest against the errors of the day. 
he baptized children of parents belonging to other congre-
gations who could not in good conscience receive the sacra-
ment from preachers who taught false doctrines.

although De Cock sympathized with these parents and 
baptized their children, he did so only after first consulting 
with colleagues whom he thought he could trust. One of 
these was Rev. D. Molenaar, author of a controversial pam-
phlet titled “address to all my Reformed Fellow Believers.” 
asked whether such parents were right in requesting him 
to baptize their children and whether he should grant their 
request, Molenaar stated that their scruples were unfounded 
because they were not responsible for the doctrinal errors of 
such ministers. “It is the fault of the Church Order of 1816 
and 1817 that such ministers have so much freedom, and as 
long as this is not corrected we cannot expect any improve-
ment but only further deterioration.”2 as far as he was con-
cerned, he would answer the questions of the Baptism Form 
in the meaning and spirit of the Reformed Church and not 
according to the distortions of it by the officiating minister. 
Molenaar did not think baptizing children of other con-
gregations was wrong because the Church Order did not 
forbid it; nevertheless, he advised against it “because one 
has to act carefully towards one’s neighbours and colleagues 
(even though they may be erring)…and one has to avoid 
all appearances of evil.”3 asked further how he should deal 
with ministers who showed in doctrine and life that they 
were enemies of the truth, Molenaar suggested that all one 

could do is “to keep on teaching, admonishing, and warning 
them in the spirit of love and meekness.”4

The rationale for Staying
Molenaar’s answer to De Cock is very revealing. although 
he himself was a doctrinally sound and true servant of 
God, he was willing to tolerate teachings contrary to 
Scripture and the Reformed confessions. True, he had 
added his voice to protest against the errors that were 
being propagated in the Reformed Church, but he would 
not take the next step, namely, to separate himself from 
that church no matter how corrupt it would become. This 
was to be the approach taken by those who, like Molenaar, 
decided to stay in the Reformed Church after the Secession 
took place. Molenaar thus spoke for many when he wrote 
to De Cock,

Schism is the most pernicious thing that can be imagined. 
I daily pray to the Lord to prevent it. It is not neces-
sary either. We are and remain, for our own person and 
together, in possession of the truth. Therefore, if we left 
the Reformed Church in the netherlands, we would run 
the risk of losing the truth and solidity. This is not neces-
sary and therefore should not happen.5

De Cock disagreed with his colleague’s viewpoint and 
rejected that only the minister is responsible for his errors. 
Pointing to 2 Corinthians 6:14–18, he insisted that the 
whole congregation, and by implication the whole denomi-
nation, shares the blame for evils that arise in her midst 
and that she has the duty to deal decisively with those evils 
rather than acquiesce in them.6

There is no evidence that De Cock advocated seces-
sion. The opposite is the case, as we will see. But already 
at this stage in his ministry he sensed that warnings and 
protests, necessary as they are, are not enough. When these 
are ignored, other steps may have to be taken. That time 
would come all too soon.

De Cock’s literary output
De Cock first published the Canons of Dort and in a fore-
word he addressed his fellow citizens and believers who 
were concerned about their salvation. he reminded them 
that the old truths contained in this creed had been ignored 
and forgotten, with the result that the Reformed Church 
had been robbed of her strength. he even sent a copy to 
King William.

next, he wrote a booklet against two ministers in the 
area, Brouwer and Reddingius, who had written heretical 
things whereby many were deceived. In the title of his book 
he referred to them as “two wolves attacking the sheepfold 
of Christ.”
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De Cock is Charged, Suspended, and Deposed
especially by this “trumpet blast,” he so aroused the enmity 
of his colleagues that they decided to bring charges against 
him at the Classis of Middelstum, which summoned him to 
appear before this body to answer these charges on Decem-
ber 19, 1833. The first charge was that he had baptized two 
infants whose parents were members of a neighboring con-
gregation. another charge was that he had given religious 
instruction to people residing in areas outside his jurisdic-
tion. The third and primary charge, however, had to do with 
his writing a pamphlet against two of his colleagues whom 
he accused of teaching false doctrines and calling them 
wolves in the sheepfold of Christ. Based on these allega-
tions, the Classis suspended De Cock from his ministerial 
duties for a period of three months without loss of salary.

Convinced that his suspension was unjust, De Cock 
appealed to the Provincial Church Board on January 1, 
1834, asking that the suspension be lifted on the grounds 
that in writing against his colleagues he was merely defend-
ing the Word of God and the Forms of unity against their 
attackers. The Board replied on January 13 that his appeal 
was rejected on the ground that he had not been suspended 
because of his public defense of what he considered to be 
Reformed teaching but because of his unchristian, scur-
rilous, and slanderous manner of writing in which he had 
condemned two ministers deserving respect.7

although De Cock questioned the legitimacy of his sus-
pension on formal grounds, the Board ignored his objections 
and laid before him four questions relative to the original 
charges, but also an additional charge: that he had pub-
lished and written an introductory recommendation to the 
work entitled Evangelical Hymns Tested by Jacob Klok. In his 
preface to this pamphlet, De Cock had charged that “hymns 
were contrary to the Word of God;…in which out of blind-
ness or perfidy the truth necessary to salvation is concealed; 
a collection of siren love songs fit to draw the Reformed 
believers away from the saving doctrine.”8 according to 
De Cock, these heretical hymns, having been unlawfully 
introduced into the church, had greatly contributed to the 
decline of sound doctrine.

In the end, the Board ruled that by his actions De Cock 
had caused disturbance in the order and unity of the Dutch 
Reformed Church and therefore needed to apologize and 
express his sincere repentance in writing. he responded that 
he would be willing to sign such a declaration of grief and 
regret, and even publish it in the newspaper, if his errors and 
the basis for these Regulations were demonstrated to him 
from the Scripture. however, the Board was not interested 
in discussing De Cock’s biblical and confessional argu-
ments, or even allowing him to give any defense for his 
actions. Realizing that this was the case, De Cock refused 
to sign and asked for and received permission to write out 
his own copy of the pledge and went home.

Later that summer, the General Synod, at its meeting 
on July 16, 1834, ratified De Cock’s deposition from his 
office as minister of the gospel. The synod had given him 
six months to consider recanting. If he did not recant, he 
would be permanently deposed from the ministry.

The Reformed Church board’s refusal to discuss the 
dogmatic and confessional matters brought forward by  
De Cock forced him to consider separation as a way to bring 
the church he loved back to her biblical and confessional 
foundation. even at this point in the process of appeal,  
De Cock did not take any deliberate steps toward secession. 
he was resolved to test every avenue of appeal open to him. 
his intention was to write to the Dutch king and to the 
synodical committee. however, things did not happen as he 
had planned. Matters progressed more quickly toward seces-
sion as a result of the visit of Rev. hendrik Peter Scholte.

(to be continued)
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Rev. Cornelis Pronk is an emeritus minister of the Free Reformed churches. 
This article is reprinted from The Messenger.

When thou  
makest a feast, 
call the poor, 
the maimed, 
the lame, 
the blind
LUKE 14: 13

Phone: 888-844-2624     Website: coah.org     Email: info@coah.org

Paralyzed for nineteen years, but still wearing a smile upon his 
face: meet Alexey Karmaneshta. He is fifty-eight years old and is a 
member of the local church in Antratsit, Ukraine, with his wife Vera. 
It is nearly impossible to comprehend the sufferings of this man, or 
how he remains optimistic in his outlook. Vera gives her husband 
the full-time care he requires, but the disability pension they receive 
is too small to even meet their basic needs. Could you give some 
regular support to this family? 

Aid to Churches and Christians in Eastern Europe and Russia
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Disability and the Gospel
Michael S. Beates
Writing from personal experience of having a disabled 
child, the author examines key Scriptures, voices from 
church history, and contemporary perspectives on bro-
kenness and disability. The goal of the book is to help 
believers and their churches embrace their own bro-
kenness and to bring hope and vision to those who are 
more physically and visibly broken than themselves.

(Crossway, PB, 191 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00

Gospel Treason:  
Betraying the Gospel with Hidden Idols
Brad Bigney
When we find it hard to grow in Christ, it is time 
to search our hearts for idolatry. The author shows, 
through personal examples, how to recognize hidden 
idols—how they start, how they work, what devastat-

ing effects they cause—and then how to repent of them and root them 
out by turning to the only One who can fill every need.

(P&R, PB, 224 pgs) $15.00 | $11.25

The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert:  
An English Professor’s Journey into Christian Faith
Rosaria Champagne Butterfield
at the age of 28, Rosaria had just earned her PhD 
and obtained a prestigious teaching associate posi-
tion. By the age of 36, she had achieved tenure and 
actively advanced leftist, radical ideology in a uni-
versity setting. She believed she had arrived. That 
same year, she says, “Christ claimed me for himself.” 

This beautifully written autobiography recounts Rosaria’s conversion 
as she came face-to-face with the living God and experienced his 
impact on her life.

(Crown & Covenant, PB, 154 pgs) $12.00 | $10.00

Book Talk
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Prepared by Grace, for Grace
Joel R. Beeke and Paul M. Smalley
Few teachings of the Puritans have provoked 
such strong reactions and conflicting interpreta-
tions as their views on preparing for saving faith. 
Many twentieth-century scholars dismissed 
preparation as a prime example of regression 
from the Reformed doctrine of grace for a 
man-centered legalism. In Prepared by Grace, 
for Grace, Joel Beeke and Paul Smalley make 
careful analysis of the Puritan understanding of 
preparatory grace, demonstrate its fundamental 

continuity with the Reformed tradition, and identify matters where 
even the Puritans disagreed among themselves. Clearing away the 
many misconceptions and associated accusations of preparationism, 
this study is sure to be the standard work on how the Puritans under-
stood the ordinary way God leads sinners to Christ.

(304 pages, PB) $25.00 | $19.00

Contentment, Prosperity, and God’s Glory
Jeremiah Burroughs
On the surface, it seems unnecessary to instruct 
someone to be content in times of prosperity. 
however, times of prosperity and abundance 
provide some of the strongest temptations to 
pull our hearts away from God. Jeremiah Bur-
roughs was keenly aware that the riches of this 
world compete for our affections and challenge 
our contentment in Christ. Originally prepared 
as an appendix to The Rare Jewel of Christian 
Contentment, this book provides an important 

conclusion to Burroughs’s sermon series on Philippians 4:11–12: “I 
have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know 
both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and 
in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need.”

(144 pages, PB) $10.00 | $7.50

A Treatise on Earthly Mindedness
Jeremiah Burroughs
In this A Treatise on Earthly Mindedness, Jere-
miah Burroughs shows from Scripture the great 
sin of thinking as the world thinks rather than 
thinking God’s thoughts after him. appended 
to this are two other works that demonstrate 
that right conduct is the result of right thinking: 
A Heavenly Conversation and Walking with God. 
The Puritans rightly discerned the relationship 
between a person’s doctrine and his or her walk 
before God and fellow man. May the Lord use 

these sermons to give us the same kind of discernment in our day. May 
we learn to think biblically, and then may we begin to act accordingly.

(272 pages, hB) $20.00 | $15.00

The Best Method of Preaching
Petrus van Mastricht
In this appendix to his Theoretical and Practical 
Theology, Petrus van Mastricht presents pas-
tors with the best method of preaching avail-
able. Dividing the task of preaching into four 
basic aspects (planning, arrangement, parts of 
a sermon, and delivery), he gives analysis to 
show how each is meant to work, gives rules 
for working through each one, and discusses 
how each part is to aim at and interact with 
the affections of the hearers. Throughout the 

piece, he uses Colossians 3:1 as an example to show his student how 
to progress through this method of preaching. Van Mastricht’s work 
on preaching demonstrates the concern of sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century Reformed theologians that even the most precise and techni-
cal theology is meant to aid preachers in addressing the church with 
God’s Word. It also provides preachers today with encouragement to 
treat the biblical text faithfully and in a way that most benefits those 
listening to their sermons.

(88 page, PB) $10.00 | $7.50
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30 Days of Encouraging Your Husband
Nancy Leigh DeMoss
This journal offers daily reminders, practical ideas, 
and biblical insight on how to encourage your 
husband and find new life in your marriage and 
heart—whether you’ve been married for a few days 
or several decades or whether things are going great 
or couldn’t get worse.

(Revive Our hearts, PB, 60 pgs) $6.00 | $5.50

Eyes Wide Open — Steve DeWitt
We enjoy so many things in this world—outdoors, 
art, food, sunsets, coffee, mountains. In this book 
the author guides the reader on a personal journey 
to enjoy God in everything—to enrich these experi-
ences by turning them toward their created purpose, 
which is ultimately to lead us back to him.

(Credo, PB, 195 pgs) $14.99 | $11.50

The Very Heart of Prayer:  
Reclaiming the Spirituality of John Bunyan
Brian G. Najapfour
Brian najapfour advances a well-researched thesis that 
Bunyan was in fact a sectarian Puritan. While Bunyan 
was not a Puritan in the sense of a reformer within 
the Church of england, najapfour demonstrates that 
Bunyan embraced a Reformed and Puritan spiritual-
ity—godliness empowered by biblical truth. not only 

does najapfour bridge the gap between scholarly and pious readings of 
Bunyan, but he also explores Bunyan’s view of prayer, the holy Spirit, 
and godliness in a way that enriches our minds and souls.

(Borderstone Press, PB, 102 pages) $20.00 | $15.00

Daily Readings: The Puritans
Randall J. Pederson, ed.
as you draw daily from the wisdom of the Puri-
tans you will find renewed joy for daily service. 
This beautifully presented gift edition includes a 
year’s worth of daily readings from Puritans such as 
Richard Baxter, John Bunyan, Stephen Charnock, 
Jonathan edwards, John Flavel, William Gurnall, 

William Guthrie, Matthew Mead, John Owen, Samuel Rutherford, 
Thomas Watson, and Thomas Vincent.

(Christian Focus, Imitation Leather, 396 pgs) $20.00 | $14.00

The Creedal Imperative
Carl R. Trueman
The role of confessions and creeds is the subject of 
debate within evangelicalism today as many resonate 
with the call to return to Christianity’s ancient roots. 
advocating for a balanced perspective, the author 
offers an analysis of why creeds and confessions are 
necessary, how they have developed over time, and how 
they can function in the church of today and tomorrow.

(Crossway, PB, 205 pgs) $17.00 | $12.75

Uprooted: A Guide for Homesick Christians
Rebecca VanDoodewaard
Students, missionaries, pastors and pastors’ wives, 
transferred employees, and mothers living a long 
way from grandmothers—many of us experience 

homesickness. Rebecca VanDoodewaard has written a book full of 
sympathy and wisdom for them all. She has both felt homesick and 
helped others feeling it in university and seminary settings. her book 
guides us through the pitfalls and opportunities of leaving behind the 
precious and familiar. above all, it gently reminds Christians that on 
earth they are always pilgrims on their way to a heavenly home, the 
only true paradise. (Christian Focus, PB, 112 pgs) $8.00 | $5.75

The Time of Your Life:  
A Daily Devotional for Teens
The Word of God exhorts young people: “Take fast 
hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she 
is thy life” (Prov. 4:13). This daily devotional, suitable 
for ages 16–17, aims to bring God’s instruction close 
to the hearts and lives of young people. May God use 
it to give and sustain spiritual life for many.

(Free Reformed Publications, hC, 374 pages)  
$20.00 | $14.00

These titles are recently published or reprinted.  
The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price. 

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.
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Little 
Things

have you ever plucked a blade of grass and really looked 
at it? Or examined a dandelion or a leaf from the tree in 
your backyard, or watched ants scurry in and out of their 
anthills? have you ever looked closely at a dewdrop glisten-
ing in the morning sunshine, or watched a rainbow form 
as you sprayed water into the air from the garden hose? 
These are all just ordinary things that happen every day, 
but God created all these things with great care. Sparrows, 
bugs, worms, grass, seeds, and f lowers are so commonplace, 
and yet they present beautiful lessons about God: he cares 
about little things. and he cares about little children! If 
he takes such care to create beauty in tiny or commonplace 
things, then certainly, he cares about you, dear children. 
“Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the 
lowly” (Psalm 138:6a).

Looking up at the sky on a clear summer day or a starry 
night, have you ever wondered whether God notices you, just 
a speck on the earth? how can he possibly know everything 
about you when he’s busy caring not only for the earth but 
also for all the universe? how can he hear us when we pray 
when he is so far above the earth? David asked the same 
questions. “When I consider the heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 
what is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that thou visitest him?” (Psalm 8:3–4).

But children, do not let these thoughts discourage you! 
It is true, we cannot comprehend God. “Great things doeth 
he, which we cannot comprehend” (Job 37:5). God’s Word 
also tells us, however, that he truly does know all about 
each one of us, and he hears us when we pray! “Behold, 
God is mighty, and despiseth not any” (Job 36:5a). he made 
creation to bring glory to himself, but also to draw sinners 
to himself. “God doeth it, that men should fear before 
him” (ecclesiastes 3:14b). Rather than feeling too small to 
be noticed by God, let these little things in nature encour-
age you! he designed and cares for every bird and bug; he 

controls every water droplet and snowflake. he creates every 
blade of grass and every f lower. Jesus said, “are not five 
sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is for-
gotten before God? But even the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than 
many sparrows” (Luke 12:6–7a). God not only cares about 
the needs of our bodies, but also the needs of our souls. If 
God puts so much thought into creating little things that 
live for only a short while, then he definitely cares for our 
souls, which live forever. Jesus added, “Fear not, little f lock; 
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” 
(Luke 12:32). Isn’t this amazing? how kind is the Lord! The 
almighty God of heaven and earth comes to sinful, rebel-
lious people and speaks words of love and salvation! “Who 
is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, who 
humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, 
and in the earth!” (Psalm 113:5–6).

This summer, you and your family might like to do a bit 
of research on one of these “little things” in order to praise 
God for his wisdom in creation. a Christian book about 
nature can help you learn how remarkable even the little 
things are in God’s creation.1 “Many, O LORD my God, 
art thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy 
thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up 
in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, 
they are more than can be numbered” (Psalm 40:5). have 
you ever been amazed at God’s creation? have you ever 
been overwhelmed by his grace and mercy? “Stand still, and 
consider the wondrous works of God” (Job 37:14b).

1. One book I love is A Closer Look at the Evidence by Richard & Tina Kleiss. 
Midland, Mich.: Search for the Truth Publications, 2003. It is a family devotional 
and examines one animal, organism, or natural phenomenon each day.

Di a n a Kl ey n
Fo r Ou r Ch i l d ren
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Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.



Many years ago, a girl named elsa lived in Germany. her 
father was a printer, and though he was Roman Catholic, he 
had agreed to print the Bible in the German language. as 
he worked toward producing a f lawless edition, little pieces 
of paper f luttered to the f loor. Samples and scraps of the 
printer’s work were found all over the f loor of his workshop. 
One day elsa came in and, picking up a piece of paper, 
found on it just a part of a verse. It was John 3:16, but only 
these words: “For God so loved the world that he gave….” 
This was news for elsa. She had never had this understand-
ing of God. She had been taught that he was only a God of 
justice and wrath, and that people could only approach him 
through the saints and by doing penance.

The text was like good seed in good ground. elsa read 
it several times as she walked home and soon bubbled over 
with happiness, singing and skipping through the house. 
her mother asked her why she was so happy. Putting her 
hand in her pocket, elsa pulled out the little scrap of 
paper. her mother read it, and exclaimed, “What does 
this mean? ‘God so loved the world that he gave….’ What 
did he give?”

elsa thought for a while and then replied, “Well, I do not 
know what he gave, but if he loved us well enough to give 
us anything, we don’t need to be afraid of him!”

This is a beautiful picture of childlike trust. elsa did not 
yet know the Lord Jesus, but the holy Spirit was beginning 
his work of faith in her heart. Do you trust him? are you 
amazed at the love of God? you have heard about the Lord 
Jesus; do you love him?

adapted by Diana Kleyn from From Life to Life; Illustrations and Anecdotes for the 
Use of Religious Workers and for Private Meditation, by Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman. 
Boston, Chicago: united Society of Christian endeavor, 1900, pp. 112–113.

“Why the gloomy face?” asked a teacher of one of his young 
students when he entered the classroom. he noticed the little 
boy turn his face to hide the tears shimmering in his eyes.

his older brother answered for him. “Mommy is angry 
with Tom because he would not say his prayers last night. 
he likes to watch the sparrows at the birdfeeder in our yard, 
and yesterday he noticed one of them was dead. he’s really 
upset about it.”

a few snickers were heard throughout the classroom. 
Tom hastily turned around and looked at the teacher. he 
burst out, “I couldn’t pray, I just couldn’t! I couldn’t say, ‘Thy 
will be done’ because of that poor little bird!”

The teacher knelt beside Tom, placing his hand on the 
boy’s shoulder. addressing all the students, he said, “This 
boy may be the youngest in our little school, but he already 
knows that honesty is very important in prayer. Many peo-
ple think that praying is simply repeating words, but that 
is not praying.”

The teacher now spoke gently to Tom, “I am very glad 
to hear that you were afraid to say to God what you could 
not say truly from your heart. however, you must ask God 
to help you submit to his will. you care about the sparrows; 
so does God. you will soon get over the loss of your little 
sparrow, and enjoy watching them again. But you have been 
granted a glimpse into your heart, and you have seen that 
you do not naturally want to submit to God’s will. ask God 
to help you honestly say, ‘Thy will be done.’ ”

The teacher stood and spoke to all the students. “Do not 
forget this lesson, children. We all need a new heart. We all 
need to submit to the will of God in all areas of our lives. 
now let’s read Matthew 10:29–31.”

Together they read the beautiful passage about God’s 
care for all his creatures, even the sparrows. not many 
students forgot the important lesson they learned from Tom 
and their teacher that day.
adapted by Diana Kleyn from Juvenile Anecdotes; or Authentic and Interesting 
Facts Designed for the Moral and Religious Instruction of Children and Youth. 
Boston: new england Sabbath School union, 1847, pp. 10–12.

A  Sparrow
FallsGod’sLove

Stories for Children
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S T
Look up the Scripture passages and decide which word should 

go in the puzzle blanks going across. If you need a h int, the 
phrase running down in #26 is part of Psalm 104:24.

Thanks again to all who sent in their puzzle answers!
Breanna averink
heidi averink
audrey Bilkes
Justus Bilkes
Lauren Bilkes
Malachi Bilkes
Seth Bilkes
Zach Bilkes

Phillip Boerkoel (2)
Silvia Boerkoel (2)
abigail Boesterd
andrew Boesterd
Judith Boesterd
Justin Boesterd
Katelyn Boesterd
Kyle Boesterd

Matthew Boesterd
Shelly Boot
Becky Boot
David Byl
Don R. Cox
Sophie Dedert
alexander eckhardt
natasha eckhardt

Lindsay Fintelman
Lydia Koppert
Rachel Koppert
elnathan Kranendonk
Ruth Kranendonk
Simon Kranendonk
elijah Meschke
Lukas Meschke

 Calum Morrison
 Jenna nieuwenhuis
 Kyle nieuwenhuis
 anthony Schmidt
 hannah Schmidt
 Laura Schmidt
 Britney Spoelstra
 Irene Stam (2)

anna Stubbe (2)
Derrick Stubbe (2)
heidi Stubbe (2)
hanna Sweetman
Kara Sweetman
Melanie VanDalen
aaron VanderPloeg
Ben VanSanten

1 .  Isa iah 40:28
2. Job 39:20
3. Psalm 139:6
4. 1 Chronicles 29:1 1
5. Job 37:14
6. Psalm 92:5
7. Psalm 8:8
8. Luke 12:32
9. Job 36:5
10. 1 Corinthians 1:25
1 1. Psalm 139:14
12. Job 38:7
13. Matthew 10:31
14. Psalm 19:1
15. Luke 12:6
16. Proverbs 3:9
17. Ecclesiastes 3:1 1
18. Matthew 10:29
19. Psalm 106:7
20. Job 40:9
21. John 1:3
22. Psalm 145:9
23. Luke 12:6
24. Psalm 104:25
25. Romans 8:19
26. Psalm 104:24

26

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

across:
 2. forty 
 5. Israel
 8. white 
10. should 
11. Rabboni 
12. such 
13. door 
14. man 
15. went 
17. me 
18. above 
19. on 
20. appeared 

23. at
24. indeed 
26. seen 
28. one
29. entered
31. two
32. run
34. do 
36. advocate 
39. rejected 
41. done 
42. lots 
44. shined 
45. eleven 

46. first

Down:
 1. shed 
 2. fear 
 3. those 
 4. Joanna
 5. idle 
 6. restore 
 7. exceeding 
 9. troubled 
10. Simon
15. wept 
16. Scriptures 

 17. men 
 19. opened 
 21. parted 
 22. knew 
 25. doubted 
 27. proofs 
 30. dead 
 33. been 
 35. once 
 36. able 
 37. to 
 38. ends 
 40. die
 43. on

Answers to last month’s puzzle:

Puzz
leP

R

Banner Puzzles and Questions
attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn; 540 Crescent St. ne 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503; e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your puzzle answers to:
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News  &  Announcements
Teachers Needed

JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is receiving applications for sec-
ondary positions for the coming 2013–2014 school year. We are a 
small JK–12 school nestled among the vineyards and orchards of the 
niagara Peninsula, just outside of St. Catharines, Ontario. next year 
we need to fill approximately 1.5 positions, and we are looking for 
energetic teachers qualified in the areas of science, French, and business. 
If you are committed to teaching from a Reformed worldview and are 
interested in joining our teaching team, we welcome your application. 
Please include in your resumé package a statement of faith as well as a 
philosophy of education, and send it to principal Mr. Mark Fintelman: 
jcschool@talkwireless.ca; or education Committee secretary Mr. John 
Berman: john@tremontwood.com.

The Board of OXFORD REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites 
applications for a Grade 2 Teacher for the 2013/2014 school year.

We are a parent-run school serving the needs of several local 
Reformed communities and have been operating for eight years. We 
have been blessed with a new facility located in Mt. elgin, a rural vil-
lage in South-western Ontario. Our present enrolment is 220 students 
and we offer Kindergarten to grade 12. We have a need for a qualified, 
energetic primary teacher to join our staff team. Qualified applicants 
committed to the Reformed faith and passionate about Christian educa-
tion are encouraged to apply.

applications should include a resumé, statement of faith, philoso-
phy of Christian education, and references. Promptly send to: Oxford 
Reformed Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal),  
Box 87, 333182 Plank Line, Mt. elgin, On n0J 1n0. e-mail: 
principal@orcschool.ca.

PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, Grand Rapids, Michigan is 
seeking applications for possible elementary and high school teaching 
positions for school year 2013–2014. Those interested in more informa-
tion or an application form are requested to contact either Mr. nathan 
Bleeker, elementary administrator (nbleeker@plymouthchristian.us)  
(616) 808-3221, or Mr. James Bazen, high school administrator  
(jbazen@plymouthchristian.us) (616) 866-5440.

PONATAHI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, the nRCea school in Carterton, 
new Zealand, requires a secondary english teacher for the coming school 
year. Please contact the principal (peter.bertram@watchdog.net.nz)  
for more information.

PROVIDENCE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites applications for the 
position of elementary teacher for a maternity leave commencing Sep-
tember 2013 until February 2014. Providence Christian School is situ-
ated in a beautiful, southern alberta rural community, minutes from 
Lethbridge. PCS has grades K–12 with an anticipated enrollment 
of 105 students and approximately 10 full-time teaching staff. We 
offer a four-day school week; competitive salaries/benefits; a growing, 
committed school community; and a dedicated team of teaching staff.

We encourage qualified teachers who submit to God’s holy Word 
and the Reformed confessions, and are committed to educating chil-
dren and youth in the Reformed Christian perspective to apply. Please 
send your resumé, references, statement of faith, and philosophy of 
Christian education to: Mr. Rob Kleen, Board Chair, Providence 
Christian School, Box 240, Monarch, aB T0L 1M0, or for more 
information: e-mail: rmkleen@hotmail.com, www.pcsmonarch.com, 
Phone: 403-381-4418 (school).

hrC YouTh CaMp 2013 servanTs and leaders: Finding Your place in life
Dear young friends, each one of us is called in some measure to be a servant and leader in personal 
life, in school, in social situations, in relationships and family life, in the workplace, in the church, 
on social media, and in the public square. For some of you this will mean formal leadership and 
service roles in society, and for others it will relate to more informal leadership and service as you 
go about your daily lives. Serving and leading is difficult, especially for younger people, because you 
live in a world of blurred roles, peer pressure, and uncertain direction. how do you navigate through 
that world? are you serving the world or Christ? are you led by others or led by Christ? Do you 
lead others away from Christ or to Christ? Do you seek to serve Christ and others where God has 
placed you or do you only want to be served? What is your foundation for serving and leading? Who 
is your example and empowerment for serving and leading?

TopiCs:
 Finding Your Place before God | Pastor Foppe VanderZwaag
 Finding Your Place in the Home | Pastor Don Overbeek
 Finding Your Place at Work & School | Pastor Maarten kuivenhoven
 Finding Your Place in the Church | Dr. Brian DeVries
 Finding Your Place in the Public Square | Representative Rob VerHeulen
 Panel Discussion | Pastor Foppe VanderZwaag

Workshops:
Learning God’s Will for Your Life | Dr. Brian DeVries
Leading in Technology | Dr. Jonathan Engelsma
Leading in Current Issues | Pastor Maarten kuivenhoven
Leading in Prayer | Pastor Brian Najapfour
Leading the Lost to Christ | Pastor Don Overbeek
Leading Your Peers in Purity (Guys/Girls)

Pastor Foppe VanderZwaag/Mrs. Elina VanderZwaag

Camp will be held from July 9–12 (Tuesday–Friday) at Camp Michawana in hastings, Michigan. all young people (grade 10–age 25) are 
invited to attend.  Please visit www.hnrc.org/ministries/youth-conference for more details. Brochures and registration forms are available in the 
churches and online. If you have questions, please contact Tim and Brenda Pols at (616) 536-2171 or Dirk and Kristi Spaans at (616) 363-1511, 
or email: youthcamp@hnrc.org. We hope you will join us in July!
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National News
HEALTH REFORM HANDS STATES SURPRISINg wEAPON 
AgAINST AbORTION
abortion opponents are making use of a new way to restrict access 
to abortion—by using the authority states have over the new health 
insurance exchanges, which will be operable in a year. at least 21 states 
have legislation in place or in process that will stop health insurance 
companies from paying for abortions for women. 

The affordable Care act (Obamacare) requires states to set up 
health insurance marketplaces, called exchanges, by October of this 
year. States that set up their own exchanges can set the rules for 
insurers who take part. Three states—Kansas, nebraska, and utah—
passed their own legislation almost as soon as the health reform law 
was signed in 2010. Their laws ban any insurance company that 
takes part in the health insurance exchanges from paying for abor-
tions. Other states that have since passed similar bans (meaning no 
woman can get her abortion covered by health insurance provided on 
the exchanges) include alabama, arizona, Florida, Idaho, Indiana, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Virginia, and Wisconsin. Kentucky has had such a law since 1984, 
Missouri since 1983, and north Dakota since 1979. Georgia and new 
Jersey are considering similar measures.

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention says 784,507 
induced abortions were reported in 2009 from 48 reporting areas. 
about 22% of pregnancies ended in deliberate abortion. (NBC News)

FLORIDA UNIVERSITY STUDENT SUSPENDED AFTER  
REFUSINg TO STOMP ON JESUS

a student at Florida atlantic 
university has charged that his 
professor in an Intercultural 
Communications Class told the 
whole class to write the name 
JeSuS in bold letters on a piece 

of paper, then drop the papers and stomp all over them. The alleged 
incident happened on the Davie, Florida campus of Fau. Junior Ryan 
Rotela is the student making the charge.

“anytime you stomp on something it shows that you believe that 
‘something’ has no value,” he told the South Florida CBS affiliate. “So 
if you were to stomp on the word Jesus, it says that the word has no 

value.” For his refusal, Rotela was suspended; however, he is appealing 
his suspension. (Zionica)

N.D. LAw bANS AbORTIONS AS EARLY AS 6 wEEkS
north Dakota’s governor has signed into law the nation’s toughest 
restriction on abortion and urged lawmakers to set aside cash for an 
inevitable legal challenge. The law bans abortions when a heartbeat can 
be detected, which is as early as six weeks into a pregnancy. The 1973 
u.S. Supreme court ruling in Roe v. Wade legalized abortion until a 
baby is considered viable—usually at 22–24 weeks.

NASA’S ADVICE TO CONgRESS—PRAY
naSa Chief Charles Bolden has advice on how to handle a large 
asteroid headed toward new york City: pray. That’s about all the 
united States—or anyone, for that matter—could do at this point 
about unknown asteroids and meteors that may be on a collision 
course with earth, Bolden told lawmakers at a u.S. house of Rep-
resentatives Science Committee hearing. an asteroid estimated to 
have been about 55 feet in diameter exploded on February 15 over 
Chelyabinsk, Russia, generating shock waves that shattered windows 
and damaged buildings. More than 1,500 people were injured. Later 
that day, a larger, unrelated asteroid discovered last year passed about 
17,200 miles from earth, closer than the network of television and 
weather satellites that ring the planet. “We were fortunate that the 
events were simply an interesting coincidence rather than a catastro-
phe,” said Committee Chairman Lamar Smith, a Texas Republican, 
who called the hearing to learn what is being done and how much 
money is needed to better protect the planet. (Reuters)

International News
FRENCH AND bRITS TO RALLY FOR TRADITIONAL MARRIAgE
French opponents of plans to legalize same-sex marriage in their home 
country invited Brits to protest alongside them in London’s Trafalgar 
Square on Palm Sunday. The rally took place at the same time as a 
major demonstration in Paris in opposition to the French government’s 
plans to redefine marriage.

The last Paris rally in January saw around a million people turn out 
onto the streets of Paris in opposition to the plans. at the same time, 
around 600 French residents living in London protested outside the 
French embassy. x

Christian  World  View
John Goudzwaard
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Obituary
VANDEN TOORN, Harriet, aged 92, passed away on Tuesday, april 16, 2013 in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. She was preceded in death by her husband, Peter, and grand-
son, Bradley Pylman. She is survived by her children, Mary Lou ( Jim) Karel, Shirley 
( John) Doherty, Paul (Linda) Vanden Toorn, Jan (Skip) Pylman, Tom (Mary) Vanden 
Toorn; Sisters, Dorothy hitchcock, esther Richards; Brothers-in-law, albert (Shirley) 
Vanden Toorn, howard ( Jet) Vanden Toorn; 11 grandchildren, 20 great-grandchildren. 
(Dr. J. R. Beeke, Philippians 1:21; Rev. F. VanderZwaag, 1 Thessalonians 4:18).

Pastoral Calls
Rev. Terreth Klaver accepted the call received from Chilliwack, British 
Columbia and will be installed May 7; Rev. David Lipsy will be installed 
in the Burgessville hRC on June 22; Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag accepted 
a call to Grace Reformed Christian Church in harrison, arkansas.

Address Update
Rev. Don Overbeek’s new address is 154 James St., King City, Ontario 
L7B 1J6.

A Letter from a  
PRTS Conference Attendee

I have attended and participated in many confer-
ences. When I attend conferences I have a 
sense of anticipation and I, having read 
the literature that describes the con-
ference, attempt to determine what 
the speakers will be like who must 
develop the subjects announced.

I have attended many good conferences but 
I am now convinced that the moving and electrifying speak-
ers I and others have heard make this conference the best conference I 
have attended to this point in my life. The speeches were academically 
sound and biblically faithful in my considered opinion.

May God continue to bless his direction in your life. May he bless 
you as you plan the Conference next year. I look forward to it.



Singleness is often considered falling 
short of marriage. Those who are single 
for any period of time are thought to be 
missing part of their identity. But 1 Cor-
inthians 7 shatters this stereotype of sin-
gleness. neither marriage nor singleness 
ultimately defines us; our identity truly 
lies in our relationship, or lack thereof, 
with Jesus Christ.

In 1 Corinthians 7:7–8, Paul writes, 
“For I would that all men were even as 
I myself. But every man hath his proper 
gift of God, one after this manner, and 
another after that. I say therefore to the 
unmarried and widows, it is good for them 
if they abide even as I.” Paul highlights the 
blessings found in singleness, and he later 
shows that marriage is full of trouble. That 
does not mean, however, that the single 
state is without trouble; but sin is magni-
fied when two people are brought together 
in marriage. Paul is also clear that single-
ness is a gift of God. not everyone has the 
mental, emotional, and physical capacity to 
remain single and serve God.

People pursue singleness for a variety 
of reasons. Some are legitimate, such as 
a desire to serve the Lord in a way that 
would hinder marriage, or some simply 
have the gift of singleness from the Lord. 
Whatever the case, you are called to con-
tinue to serve the Lord in tangible ways in 
the church and in your family. you may 
have more time to devote yourself to dif-
ferent ministries in the church. Or you 
may be able to reach out in compassion 
to others because you understand what it 
means to be alone and yet be married to 
the Lord. But just because singleness is 

Rev. MaRk keldeRMan &  
Rev. MaaRten kuivenhoven

CoRneR foR teens
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a gift, does not mean that you have to stop seeking a spouse; the gift of 
singleness may be temporary.

Others pursue singleness for selfish reasons—for financial stability or 
because of an overly independent character, which does not allow them to 
settle down happily in either marriage or singleness in serving the Lord. 
Others pursue singleness because they have not yet found the “perfect” 
spouse. news f lash: you will never find the perfect spouse! are you trying 
to find a spouse that is beautiful, handsome, tender, caring, and so on? 
have you placed too much emphasis on culture’s definition of beauty and 
what matters in life? If that is your attitude to singleness, re-evaluate your 
standards for seeking singleness or seeking a spouse.

The church has a responsibility toward singles, whether they are young, 
older, or widows and widowers. That responsibility begins in how we think 
about singles; how we think about them determines how we act towards 
them. We are created in the image of God, and this gives everyone infi-
nite value. God’s people are redeemed by the blood of Christ, which also 
gives a person infinite value. Being single or married does not elevate one 
person above another; both have infinite value. Those who are married 
must not act like there is something wrong with someone who is single. 
Think of ways that you can minister to singles, who are often lonely and 
long for relationships with others. We, the church, can invite them into 
our homes and integrate them into our families. We can ask them to serve 
in particular areas or offices to make use of their gifts.

The church must recognize that singleness is a gift from God for those 
who are able to exercise that gift. Singleness only becomes a problem when 
we make marriage the final goal of human existence rather than our rela-
tionship with God. Marriage or singleness is less important than marriage 
to Christ, a loving bond sealed in the blood of Christ. Is this relationship 
what defines you, friend? Whether we are seeking marriage or recognize 
the gift of singleness within ourselves, we need God’s grace to live in the 
fullest possible way to his glory.              

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at Puritan Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the heritage netherlands Reformed 
Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; 
kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.

God’s Grace Needed (5):

SingleneSS



The Church Baptized with the Holy Spirit

Graduation—Stand Still and Go Forward

The Trouble and Trial of Fallen Sinners

Keeping the Sabbath: An Aid to Worship
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Blessings on the hand of women!
Angels guard its strength and grace,
In the palace, cottage, hovel,
Oh, no matter where the place;
Would that never storms assailed it,
Rainbows ever gently curled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Infancy’s the tender fountain,
Power may with beauty flow,
Mother’s first to guide the streamlets,
From them souls unresting grow—
Grow on for the good or evil,
Sunshine streamed or evil hurled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Woman, how divine your mission
Here upon our natal sod!
Keep, oh, keep the young heart open
Always to the breath of God!
All true trophies of the ages
Are from mother-love impearled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Blessings on the hand of women!
Fathers, sons, and daughters cry,
And the sacred song is mingled
With the worship in the sky—
Mingles where no tempest darkens,
Rainbows evermore are hurled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

— WIllIAM ROSS WAllAce  
(1819–1881)


