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There was never a prince so royal, 
So worthy of  deathless fame; 
There was never a friend so loyal, 
Such an ocean of  love in a name! 
There were never such springs of  sweetness, 
Such streams of  ineffable bliss, 
Such powers of  holy meetness 
As welled in that heart of  His.

Ever busy His hands with kindness, 
His lips overflowed with grace, 
While His feet were impelled to mercy, 
Love immortal illumined His face. 
And yet never a fiend did fathom 
Such depth of  derision and shame, 
And never the vilest traitor 
Did bear such a burden of  blame.

There were never such floods of  sorrow, 
Such grief  as the Savior braved, 
As were brimming His cup on Calvary, 
When He drained it that we might be saved. 
O, was ever a heart so hardened, 
And can such ingratitude be, 
That one for whom Jesus suffered 
Will say, It is nothing to me?

O grace of  God, so boundless! 
O love of  Christ, so true! 
Has sin your soul so blinded, 
That Jesus is nothing to you?

— THOmAS SHIELDS
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Making Choices
“Alternatives confront us,  

and between them we are obliged to choose;  
either God governs, or He is governed;  

either God rules, or He is ruled;  
either God has His way, or men have theirs.  

And is our choice between these  
alternatives hard to make?”

— A. W. Pink
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The cross of Christ is usually either unwittingly mocked or meaningfully understood. These are the two most common 
responses to the gospel. At the cross, God in His “foolishness” puts men’s “wisdom” to shame (1 Cor. 1:25). Think 
of the words spoken by Caiaphas the high priest: “It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and 
that the whole nation perish not.” When you read John’s account of this in chapter 11, you realize John understood 
that even though the high priest spoke against Christ and wished Him dead, yet the words he spoke could hardly be 
more true. Christ would indeed die, and through His death the nation and those scattered abroad would be spared. 
Caiaphas unwittingly spoke the gospel.

A similar response occurs in Matthew 27:41–43 at the foot of the cross. The chief priests, along with the scribes and 
elders, mocked Jesus and said, “He saved others; himself he cannot save.” Notice that they do not deny what our Lord 
had done: “He saved others.” This evidence was all around them and they could not deny it. The sick were well, the 
lame walked, the deaf heard, the blind saw, and the dead were raised. They confessed that Jesus had performed these 
miracles. But they also feared that soon many more people would believe on Him. Therefore, they sought to kill Him.

On the cross, they mocked him further when they said, “himself he cannot save.” They must have reasoned that 
if Jesus was really who He claimed to be, the Son of God, then certainly He would not let this happen. He would 
vindicate Himself and come down. Notice that these men standing around the cross were refusing to believe the very 
things they acknowledged to be true: Jesus saved others. The truth was they did not want Jesus to save them.

Are you like these men who surround the cross? Do you have the testimony of the Lord Jesus? Have you heard 
His Word? Have you seen people all around you changed by His power and yet you have not completely surrendered 
at His feet? These men continue by saying, “If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross and 
we will believe him.” They wished to control God and to determine the conditions under which they would believe. 
But God does not satisfy their wish. If only they would have believed His words, they would have understood the 
cross rightly. The irony is that while they mocked with Christ, there on the cross was the answer of God for their sin. 
There on the cross hung the only hope for sinners. If Jesus had saved Himself, not one of us would be saved. If Jesus 
had not suffered and died, there could be no deliverance for us mockers.

What a gospel message is found in the words of these unbelieving men. Christ did not save Himself because this 
was the very purpose for which He had come. He came to die that we might live.

Dear friends, God delights in a poor sinner who takes Him at His word. Do this and you shall never be disappointed. 
God means what He says; the cross is proof of it. If God spared not His only Son but delivered Him up unto death, 
how much more will He never cast away a poor sinner who f lees to Him pleading upon the merits of Christ? We can 
never honor God more highly than to believe in His Son.

The way of the cross is foolishness to a proud man who thinks he is self-sufficient. However, we need to believe 
and confess that it is because of our sins that He hung upon the cross. We need to trust in Him who hung there as the 
only bridge between a guilty sinner and a holy God. If Christ does not bear our cross, the cross we have deserved, then 
we must bear it alone. If God dealt with His own beloved Son in this way, what shall become of those who refused 
to bow before His Son and go their own way, unwittingly mocking with God? But blessed are those who understand 
the meaning of these words, “He saved others, himself he cannot save.”

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at puritan Reformed Theological Seminary and a pastor in the Heritage Reformed 
Congregations.
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A prayer for God’s 
Supremacy MeditAtion •Rev. Maarten kuivenhoven

On Mount Carmel, we find Elijah praying as he leads the children of Israel in the worship of the one, true, eternal 
LORD. In the midst of the battle for supremacy between God and Baal, Elijah pleads with God to manifest His 
glory. “LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I 
am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again” (1 Kings 18:36–37). Surely 
ref lecting on these words is appropriate as we have the opportunity to unite in corporate prayer on 2013’s prayer Day.

In one sense, Elijah’s prayer is retrospective. He invokes the name of the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel. Ref lecting on the record of God’s faithfulness to the patriarchs, he reminds the people of who God has been 
for them in the past: the Redeemer and provider of His people. So often we worry about the future, but prayer also 
involves looking back to what God has done in order to help us face the future. This encourages us to ask God to 
remain faithful to His promises that He has made to His people.

Elijah’s prayer also looks forward to the future. As he invokes the name of the LORD, he prays that that name would 
be exalted, “Let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel.” The LORD is not only the God of the past, but also of 
the present; this is revealed in His name—LORD, Jehovah or Yahweh. He is the One who was, the One who is now, and 
the One who will be forever. As we pray to the God of the past, are we praying that He will be known in the present? God 
made Himself known to Elijah and Israel in the fire consuming the sacrifice, which causes us to look to Calvary, where 
God provided His substitute and consumed Him while sparing us (Rom. 8:32). Will this be your focus this prayer Day?

Elijah’s prayer is evidence of the Lord’s will and work through him. He prays for God to show the people that he 
is the true servant of God, in contrast to the false prophets of Baal. Are we praying for God to vindicate or justify 
Himself through us and in us? On Carmel, the battle was for God’s supremacy; Elijah prays that the supremacy of 
God would indeed be demonstrated. As we gather for prayer Day in our churches and at home, are we praying for 
the supremacy of God to be manifested in our lives, in the church, and in the nation? Are we beseeching God that 
our lives would be a testimony of doing His will? That is how God displays His supremacy.

Elijah’s prayer is also for the people of Israel. They had willingly followed Baal in their hearts, but now, as Elijah 
calls them to true worship of the LORD, he prays that they would be filled with the knowledge of God as God’s 
supremacy is put on display. He also prays that their hearts would be turned back to the LORD. Thus Elijah’s time of 
prayer is focused on God and God’s supremacy, but is also focused on the people who willingly followed a god who 
proved a delusion. There are millions of people in our world who are following delusions. There are family members, 
friends, and co-workers who are serving other gods. Are we focused in prayer for them, that God would be revealed 
and that our hearts and the hearts of others would be turned to Him? In this, too, God’s supremacy will be displayed 
just as the Israelites confessed, “The LORD he is the God.”

Finally, in verse 42, we find Elijah praying with his head between his knees. He is praying fervently for rain. 
The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much (James 5:16). The Lord answers graciously and sends an 
abundance of rain. Dear friends, the Lord is gracious and compassionate and slow to anger. He provided cleansing 
in the blood of Jesus Christ for the sins of idolatry and every other kind of sin. He is worthy to be worshiped and to 
be entreated. He is supreme. Will this be our focus on prayer Day?

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin 
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Imagine being allowed to go into a department store and choose any item you wanted without having to pay for 
it. Now imagine being told you may have everything in the entire store except for one item on aisle 15, third shelf 
from the top. Then imagine you could have all the items from all the stores in the whole world, all for free, except 
that one item on that one shelf in that one store. Finally, imagine that all the items you could have are perfect—no 
design f laws, no defects. That, dear friend, is in essence what God gave to our first parents Adam and Eve. God 
gave man dominion over all creatures, gave him all he could ever need, and placed this perfect couple in a specially 
made garden set in a perfect world. And after lavishing all this upon Adam and Eve, God spoke just one warning. 
With all the world before Adam and Eve, God said concerning that one tree, “In the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.”

Adam and Eve clearly didn’t need that forbidden fruit. In fact, they didn’t need anything. They had communion 
with God, a perfect marriage, perfect health, perfect comfort, perfect peace, and perfect joy. But they were not satis-
fied. They did eat the forbidden fruit. They wanted to be what the serpent said they would be—“as gods.”

Not long after, in God’s perfect record book we call Scripture, we find a phrase repeated over and over again,  
“…and he died” (Gen. 5). God said it would happen, and it did. And it has been happening ever since. Our physical 
death isn’t the whole story. If God had not intervened, everyone who ever lived would experience, “And in hell he lift 
up his eyes, being in torments” (Luke 16:23). But God intervened, just as He promised immediately after Adam and 
Eve’s rebellion (Gen. 3:15).

“And Jesus cried with a loud voice and gave up the ghost” (Mark 15:37). How can this be? Is not Jesus the Son 
of God? Is He not God the Son? Does not God’s Word say of Him, “In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men”? Did He not refer to Himself as “the way, the truth, and the life”? How then could He die? Why then would 
He die?

Sometimes we know something so well that we, in essence, forget it. So it can be with the death of Jesus Christ. 
“Yes, He died as a substitutionary atonement for elect sinners.” “Yes, God’s justice had to be satisfied, and therefore 
it required the death of one who is both God and man.” These words can sometimes come out so quickly, so easily. 
Think a moment—really think—about these words: “when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son.” Reconciled to God by the death of His Son. God desired communion with His people so much that the 
Father and Son eternally covenanted together to bring it to pass through the way of the cross. Is this not astonishing? 
One would think the entire world, hearing this good news just once, would embrace it with joyous acclaim. Sadly, it 
is not so. Apart from God’s grace, every person continues to try in his own way to be as gods, despite the wreckage of 
innumerable failed attempts around us. 

Is what took place on the cross good news for everyone? Yes, it is, and no, it isn’t. It is good news. But it isn’t 
regarded as such by so very many people. How about you? After all, “and he died” will catch up to all of us soon unless 
the Lord returns in glory first.

Would to God that Good Friday was good for all who ever heard the gospel. Make sure it is for you. If it is, thank 
the Lord right now for His astounding mercy toward you. If it isn’t, the Lord can make it so. Ask Him for His grace. 
Repent of your sins. Look to Christ alone to save you.

Rev. David Lipsy is pastor of Grace Reformed Christian Church (HRC) of Harrison, Arkansas.
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What if Christ is not risen? It is an awful thought, isn’t it? Unthinkable, actually. Yet, the Apostle paul considers the pos-
sibility in 1 Corinthians 15, and he also thinks through five terrible consequences that would result if Jesus had never been 
raised from the dead.

First, if Christ is not risen, preaching is pointless (v. 14). Christ’s resurrection was the most important event in the New 
Testament. Christ preached about it frequently before it happened, and the apostles preached it relentlessly afterward. Take it 
out of the gospel message and you have nothing left. It’s like trying to build a house without cement: it’s pointless and vain.

A preacher without Christ’s resurrection is a preacher without a message. He has nothing useful to say, and nothing he does 
say will result in anything good. preparing sermons and preaching them is a waste of time, as is hearing them. In fact, such 
a preacher is a liar, a false witness (v. 15), because he is misrepresenting God by saying He did something that He didn’t do.

Second, our faith is futile (v. 17). If our faith is in Christ and Christ lies buried under a Middle Eastern sky, then our faith is in 
a pile of human dust. The thief was right: if He could not save Himself, He cannot save us. Christ rested the validity of all His 
teaching and claims upon His resurrection. Without it, the foundation cracks, crumbles, and turns to dust—as does our faith.

Christ’s death was a remarkable proof of His love and willingness to save, but without His resurrection, there’s no proof of His 
power and ability to save. All hope of salvation lies dead with Him. Our faith clings to a decaying skeleton; such faith is futile.

Third, we are still in our sins (v. 17). Our sins have not been removed from our account. They still exist, charging and con-
demning us before God. Moreover, sin cannot be removed from our nature. If Christ remained under sin’s power, how can 
He deliver us from it? We are just like any other pagan, trying to be good in our own strength. We remain unfit for heaven 
and unprepared to meet God.

Fourth, the dead are damned (v. 18). paul beautifully describes believers’ deaths as simply and quietly falling asleep in Jesus’ 
arms. Their souls are immediately perfected in heaven, and “their bodies, being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves 
until the resurrection” (WSC 37). It’s magnificent, isn’t it?

But then paul introduces an ugly note that mars the chords of hope. If Christ is not risen, those who have fallen asleep 
in Christ “have perished.” It’s so violent, so hideous. Their souls are perishing in hell, and their bodies are perishing in the 
grave. They turned up at heaven’s gates, but when they looked for their Advocate, they were told, “Oh, He died long ago.” 
All hope would die. Death would separate us from the love of Christ and we should mourn as those who have no hope.

Fifth, we are the most pitiable of men (v. 19). Think of all the spiritual stress, strains, and sufferings that paul went through 
to testify to the risen Christ. What self-denial, what self-sacrifice! But what kept him going as he faced beasts and beastly 
men? The hope of the resurrection (vv. 30–32). But if Christ didn’t rise, then neither would paul. He has no life here, and 
no life hereafter. “pity me,” says paul, “more than anyone else in the world.” Anybody is better off than the Christian. Better 
to be a Muslim, a Buddhist, or even a Devil-worshipper. Better to be anything than a Christian without resurrection hope.

Imagine the Corinthian believers as this letter was read to them. How the darkness must have settled on the congrega-
tion as paul explored the black-hole consequences of a still-dead Christ. But then, just as despair was about to overwhelm 
them, the sun broke through the storm: “But now is Christ risen from the dead” (v. 20), paul emphatically asserts. He’s 
brought us to the abyss of hell, to endear the risen Christ to us all the more.

Don’t despair. He is risen—He is risen indeed! Our faith is well-grounded in a living Savior. Our sins have been wiped 
off our records and are being worked out of our hearts. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, and we believers are of 
all men to be envied.

O, unbeliever, don’t pity us; pity yourself. Then, look to Christ for enviable hope.

Dr. David P. Murray is professor of Old Testament and practical Theology at puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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In psalm 73, Asaph says his faith would be overwhelmed 
by circumstances unless he took time to draw near to God. 
He wrote: 

In sweet communion, Lord, with Thee, 
I constantly abide; 
My hand Thou holdest in Thy own 
To keep me near Thy side.

To live apart from God is death, 
’Tis good His face to seek; 
My refuge is the living God, 
His praise I long to speak.1

Jonathan Edwards would have heartily agreed with Asaph. 
Edwards was part of the last generation of puritan pas-
tors in New England. As a scholar, a student of Christian 
experience, and a preacher of the gospel, Edwards rivaled 
or surpassed many of his seventeenth-century predecessors. 
As the offspring and heir of the puritans, he also mobi-
lized the great spiritual disciplines handed down from his 
spiritual forebears. Edwards recorded his personal experi-
ence of the glory of Christ in this passage from his “per-
sonal Narrative”:

Once, as I rode out into the woods for my health, in 
1737, having alighted from my horse in a retired place, 
as my manner commonly has been, to walk for divine 
contemplation and prayer, I had a view, that for me was 
extraordinary of the glory of the Son of God, as Media-
tor between God and man, and his wonderful, great, 
full, pure and sweet grace and love, and meek and gentle 
condescension. This grace that appeared so calm and 
sweet, appeared also great above the heavens. The person 
of Christ appeared ineffably excellent, with an excellency 

great enough to swallow up all thought and conception…
which continued, as near as I can judge, about an hour; 
which kept me the greater part of the time in a f lood of 
tears, and weeping aloud.2

In this article we will explore how puritan pastors kept 
their eyes focused on the glory of the Lord through the spiri-
tual discipline of prayer. What we will discover about their 
devotional lives and how they may challenge us today should 
encourage us to cultivate prayer more effectively. 

The Priority of Prayer
One of the first things that might surprise us is the amount 
of time puritan pastors devoted to prayer.3 Many of them 
engaged in family and personal worship three times a day. 
John Norton (1606–1663), a colleague of John Cotton 
(1584–1652), described Cotton’s typical Sabbath schedule 
while at home:

He began his Sabbath [the previous] evening; [he] then 
performed family-duty after supper, being larger than 
ordinary in exposition, after which he catechized his 
children and servants, then returned to his study. The 
morning following, family-worship being ended, he 
retired into his study, until the bell called him away. 
Upon his return from meeting, he returned again into 
his study (the place of his labour and prayer) unto his 
private devotions; where (having a small repast carried 
him up for his dinner) he continued till the tolling of 
the bell. The public service being over, he withdrew 
for a space to his prementioned oratory for his sacred 
address unto God, as in the forenoon; then came down, 
repeated the sermon in the family, prayed, after supper 
sang a psalm, and towards bed-time betaking himself 
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again to his study, he closed the day with prayer. Thus 
he spent the Sabbath continually.4

It wasn’t unusual for puritan pastors to rise early in the morn-
ing so they could spend hours in personal devotions. John 
Howe eulogized Richard Fairclough as a man who would, 
“every day, for many years together, be up by three in the 
morning or sooner, and to be with God (which was his dear 
delight) when others slept.”5 Why did the puritans devote 
themselves to prayer with such discipline and fervency? 

The first reason was to cast their burdens on God. puri-
tan pastors unloaded their guilt and shame before the Lord 
but also anything else that troubled their hearts. prayer was 
a means of catharsis for them. Samuel Rutherford (1600–
1661) wrote to Marion M’Naught in a letter dating around 
1630, “I have many a grieved heart daily in my calling. I 
would be undone if I had not access to the King’s chamber 
of presence, to show him all the business. The devil rages, 
and is mad to see the water drawn from his own mill; but 
would to God we could be the Lord’s instruments to build 
the Son of God’s house.”6

Richard Baxter said in The Reformed Pastor that when his 
heart grew cold, his congregants could feel the difference: 

I confess I must speak it by lamentable experience, that 
I publish to my f lock the distempers of my own soul. 
When I let my heart grow cold, my preaching is cold; 
and when it is confused, my preaching is confused: and 
so I can often observe also in the best of my hearers, that 
when I have grown cold in preaching they have grown 
cold too; and the next prayers which I have heard from 
them have been too like my preaching.7

A second reason for these times of sustained prayer was 
to allow pastors to focus on supplication for their families 
and for their ministries. John Bunyan’s (1628–1688) pictur-
esque language captures the pastor’s ongoing need to pray 
for God’s blessing upon his work: “prayer is as the pitcher 
that fetcheth water from the brook, therewith to water the 
herbs: break the pitcher and it will fetch no water, and for 
want of water the garden withers.”8 Thomas Foxcroft elabo-
rated on the pastor’s need for prayer by saying:

Hence it behooves ministers to be very much in the 
exercise of prayer. They who would become fit for and 
faithful in the ministry of the Word must give them-
selves to prayer continually. The prayer of the upright 
is the most likely method to procure the tongue of the 
learned, the diligent hand, and an able head. The more 
fervent and frequent one is at the throne of grace, the 

better prospect he has of excelling in strength, of grow-
ing mighty in the Scriptures, and being skillful in the 
Word of righteousness.9

Shepard offered a sample of his prayer requests for strength 
and power for himself and the church in another journal entry:

In prayer I was cast down with the sight of our worthi-
ness in this church to be utterly wasted. But the Lord 
filled my heart with a spirit of prayer not only to desire 
small things but with a holy boldness to desire great 
things for God’s people here and for myself, viz., that I 
might live to see all the breaches made up and the glory 
of the Lord upon us and that I might not die but live 
to show forth God’s glory to this and the children of 
the next generation. And so I arose from prayer with 
some confidence of answer (1) because I saw Christ put 
it into my heart to ask; (2) because I saw the cry of the 
humble (ps. 34:18).10

Another reason puritan pastors made prayer and per-
sonal devotions a priority was so they might see the face of 
God and His glory. They shared David’s desire “to behold 
the beauty of the LORD” (ps. 27:4) and to see His power 
and glory, “so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary” (ps. 
63:2). Foxcroft described the effects of such communion 
with God on the minister of the Word: “To be often in 
the mount, having his conversation much in heaven, will 
admirably warm him in his work, will make his affections 
glow with a holy heat, and his mind sparkle with rays of 
glorious light, even as the face of Moses did when he had 
been with God in Sinai.”11

Thomas Watson, who died while in prayer, wrote about 
the blessing that prayer imparts to the man who prays: 
“A spiritual prayer is that which leaves a spiritual mood 
behind upon the heart. A Christian is better after prayer. 
He has gained more strength over sin, as a man by exercise 
gets strength. The heart after prayer keeps a tincture of 
holiness, as the vessel favours and relishes the wine that 
is put into it.”12

prayer for puritan pastors was more than just a way to 
obtain gifts of grace for ministry; it was also a way to keep 
their hearts and minds focused upon the glory of the Lord. 
It was a way to put all things in proper perspective, viewing 
them in the light of eternity while enjoying the compelling 
beauty and excellence of Christ. The challenge for pastors 
today is to develop the kind of personal communion that the 
puritans had with the Lord.
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Enjoying Friendship with God
We who are constantly bombarded with information and 
intrusions on our time and attention via cell phones, Black-
Berries, the Internet, and ipods may think it’s impossible to 
find more time to commune with the Lord. But what is your 
primary calling as a Christian? Your business as a Christian 
is first and foremost to spend time with the Lord. We can 
be grateful to the puritans for their examples of how to 
enjoy friendship with God. Thomas Goodwin (1600–1679) 
offered four directives for establishing and maintaining such 
a friendship with God:

•	 Take	occasion	to	come	 into	His	presence	 intending	
to have communion with Him. This is truly friendly, 
for friendship is maintained and kept up by visits; and 
the more free and less occasioned these are by urgent 
business, or solemnity, or custom, the more friendly 
they are.

•	 A	second	way	of…expressing	friendship	to	God	is	this:	
when thou comest into His presence, be telling Him 
still how well thou lovest Him; labour to abound in 
expressions of that kind, than which (when founded 
in a reality in the Spirit) there is nothing more taking 
with the heart of any friend.

•	 Delight	much	in	Him.	Friendship	well	placed	affords	
the highest delight.

•	 A	fourth	particular	wherein	the	communion	of	friend-
ship lies, is [the] unfolding [of] secrets [ps. 25:14].13

Goodwin’s list contains the four basic building blocks of 
having an intimate time with the Lord: purpose, praise, 
pleasure, and privileged communications.

Samuel Rutherford said that prayer need not always be 
offered in a private prayer closet. He drew near to God on 
horseback. He wrote, “I have benefited by riding alone on a 
long journey, in giving that time to prayer…by abstinence, 
and giving days to God.”14 Cotton Mather (1663–1728) sug-
gested that pastors set apart whole days for prayer and fasting:

That you may be good men, and be mightily inspired 
and assisted from heaven to do good, it is needful that 
you should be men of prayer…. In the pursuance of this 
intention, there appears more than a little need of it, 
that you should ever now and then keep whole days of 
prayer, in an holy retirement before the Lord; often set 
apart, whole days, for prayer with fasting, in secret, and 
perfume your studies with devotions extraordinary: and 
usually with a mixture of alms, to go up in the memorial 

before the Lord…. You may obtain, a certain aff latus 
[wind blowing] from Heaven upon your minds, and such 
an indwelling of the Holy Spirit, as will render you, 
grave, discreet, humble, generous, and men worthy to be 
greatly beloved. You may obtain those influences from 
above, that will dispel the enchantments, and conquer 
the temptations, which may else do a world of mischief 
in your neighborhood.15

Let it be our prayer that God may use these puritan pastors 
to assist us to pray, so that we may be exercised in taking 
heaven by storm through the Spirit-worked discipline of 
wrestling with God Almighty.
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Zechariah 9:9 is one of the most famous messianic prophe-
cies in this book that is so rich in messianic promise and 
theology. The prophet commands Zion to rejoice because 
of the coming of the ideal King. Both Zechariah and the 
New Testament place this coming during the time of Mes-
siah’s f irst advent. Zechariah sets the prophecy against 
the backdrop of a prophecy concerning Greece’s world 
conquests and God’s defeat of Greece. Significantly, it is 
in this prophetic revelation about Greece that Zechariah 
announces the coming King. The contribution that Greece 
made culturally and linguistically to the “fullness of time” 
has received much deserved attention. Although the details 
of those contributions are not enumerated in this text, it 
is nonetheless impressive that Zechariah places Messiah’s 
coming within this general time frame. The New Testa-
ment specifically identifies the fulfillment of Zechariah 
9:9 as the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem at the 
beginning of what became the week of His passion (Matt. 
21:5; John 12:15).

In this well-known text, Zechariah makes four key state-
ments about the coming King. Unfortunately, the implica-
tions of these statements are frequently overlooked because 
of the remarkable precision of the New Testament’s applica-
tion of the verse to Christ’s riding a borrowed donkey into 

Jerusalem. We certainly do not want to ignore the obvious, 
specific fulfillment, but neither do we want to ignore the 
whole message, all of which applies to Christ.

First, He is the promised King. Zechariah’s announcement, 
“Behold, thy King cometh unto thee” went to the heart of 
the Davidic covenant promise. When Zechariah preached, 
David’s throne was vacant. But the prophet aimed the eye 
of faith beyond the empty throne to the sure promise. That 
the prophet referred to “thy” king, using the second person 
singular pronoun, individualized the promise. Christ’s 
coming would indeed have national and even worldwide 
relevance, but it had personal application to each believer. 
This was the long-awaited King of promise. The prospect 
of seeing that King warranted the admonition to rejoice: 
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem.” Although both of the imperatives carry 
the idea of shrieking loudly, one with joy and the other 
with triumph, they express the inner celebration as well 
as any outward evidence of it. Nothing can bring greater 
joy to a saint’s heart than the personal Christ. Whether 
then or now, it is a believing sight of Christ that satisfies 
the heart.
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Second, He is the righteous King. Zechariah marked as one 
of the perfections of the promised King that “he is just.” 
This is one of the essential features of the Messiah. Not 
only is Christ eternally and perfectly righteous by vir-
tue of His deity, but He was animated with righteousness 
throughout His earthly mission and He will forever execute 
righteousness in His royal authority. It was part of the mes-
sianic ideal that the Davidic king would judge His people 
with righteousness and that righteousness would f lourish 
in His days (ps. 72:2, 7; see especially 2 Sam. 23:3). Righ-
teousness will burgeon during the entire kingdom reign 
of Christ; however, since this verse refers specifically to 
details of Christ’s f irst advent, this righteousness most 
likely designates the positive and active obedience that the 
Lord performed during His earthly life. In every way the 
Lord Jesus satisfied the expectations and demands of the 
ideal King.

Third, He is the victorious King. This coming King is “hav-
ing salvation.” The meaning of this statement is disputed. 
The Hebrew text has a form of the verb “to save” which can 
convey either a passive sense of “being saved or delivered” 
or a stative sense of “being victorious.” The Septuagint, the 
Greek translation of the Old Testament, and other ancient 
versions suggest the active sense of “one who saves,” a Sav-
ior. Although either the active or the passive sense would 
accurately apply to the Messiah, the Hebrew text is pref-
erable. That God’s Messiah King is the object of divine 
help and deliverance is a recurring theme both in messianic 
prophecy (see pss. 18:50; 20:6; 21:1, 4–5; 22:8) and in the 
earthly experience of Jesus recorded in the Gospels. From 
His deliverance as an infant from the plot of Herod to His 
preservation in Gethsemane from Satan’s last attempt to 
prevent the crucifixion, God saved the King from premature 
death. The greatest deliverance of all was His deliverance 
from the grave by the power of God in approval and vindica-
tion of His perfect life and atoning death. This marked His 
victory over every enemy and His ability and right to subdue 
every foe. His deliverance guarantees the salvation of all His 
people. Because He has been delivered, He is victorious and 
He delivers and saves His people.

Fourth, He is the humble King. Finally, Zechariah describes 
the coming King as being “lowly.” This word refers to more 
than the Messiah’s poverty and meekness of spirit; it has 
the idea of being aff licted or oppressed and encompasses 
the whole suffering life of Christ. Zechariah’s use of this 
word for the King closely parallels Isaiah’s earlier descrip-
tion of the Servant as being void of majesty, despised, and 

rejected (Isaiah 53:2–5). Although Jesus was King, in His 
first incarnate appearance only the eye of faith could dis-
cern His royalty. That unbelief failed to see His kingship 
condemns the blindness of the heart; it does not alter the 
truth that Christ came as the King of kings. 

Messiah’s riding “upon an ass, even upon the colt the 
foal of an ass,” further defines His humble obedience. 
Note, by the way, my translation of “even” rather than 
“and.” This explicative or explanatory use of the conjunc-
tion is common and here is necessary to avoid the notion 
that Christ was riding two animals. The specific idea is 
that He was riding a young donkey, and this is the specific 
element of the prophecy that was fulfilled at the Trium-
phal Entry. The significance is not that the donkey was 
a lowly creature in contrast to the stately horse. Indeed, 
both the Old Testament and documents from the ancient 
Near East demonstrate that donkeys were often mounts 
for royalty and rulers (see Judg. 5:10; 10:4; 12:14; and  
2 Sam. 16:1–2). The people’s response when they saw Christ 
riding into Jerusalem on the donkey was not surprise as to 
why a king would be on a donkey. Rather, when they saw 
Him they immediately cried, “Blessed is the King of Israel 
that cometh in the name of the Lord” (John 12:13). For 
a king to ride a donkey was not 
contrary to expectation. The sig-
nificance rests, rather, in the fact 
that the Old Testament associ-
ated horses, war machines, with 
self-reliance and distrust of God 
(see pss. 20:7; 33:16–17; Isa. 
33:1). If anything characterized 
Messiah’s f irst coming, it was 
His faithful, unwavering depen-
dence on God. Furthermore, 
God’s initial instructions con-
cerning kings prohibited their 
multiplying horses (Deut. 17:16). 
It would be aberrant for the ideal 
King, who was righteous in every 
other way, to associate Himself 
with that which marked kingly 
disobedience. Even in the detail 
of the donkey, Christ fulf illed 
all righteousness. 

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament at 
puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.
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The Healing of Bartimaeus
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On His last journey through Jericho, Christ had 
merciful dealings with two very different people: 
Bartimeaus and Zaccheus. The city afterward 
had two glorious trophies of what the powerful 
grace of Christ can do. We wish to see what this 
looked like for the first of these two: Bartimeus.

A Blind Beggar
There were multitudes of pilgrims surrounding 
Jesus, but Scripture focuses our attention on one 
man, Bartimaeus. Mark explains that his name 

means “son of Timaeus.” Timaeus literally means “honor-
able” or “highly prized,” reminiscent of the words of Isaiah 
43:4: “Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been 
honorable, and I have loved thee.” Yet as Scripture depicts 
him, Bartimaeus is a man without honor. Let’s survey some 
of the things he needed.

1. He needed money. That’s the message his stretched-out 
hand indicated. He had to beg for the basic necessities 
of life. In our culture, those who are blind are able to 
work in various capacities and able to live independent 
or semi-independent lives. This would have been dif-
ferent at this time in history.

2. He needed help. Because of his condition, people needed 
to lead him by the hand, tell him where the roads were, 
where the doors were, and so on.

3. He needed mercy from people around him. Though his 
condition was not because of something he had done 
wrong, he needed to live off the mercy of others 
around him.

4. He needed sight. If he had sight, he wouldn’t need to 
beg. He would probably have been able to get along 
without people’s help.

It’s sad to see so many in our world in situations as miserable 
as this, but far greater misery is shared by everyone through-
out the world—the lack of spiritual sight. The eyes of our 
soul are blinded because of sin. We used to walk in the light 
of life in fellowship with our Creator; however, when we fell 
from Him in disobedience, the light of our understanding 
was darkened (Eph. 4:18). By nature, we are all spiritually 
helpless and hopeless. We lack the riches we once had, and 
in its place there is poverty, shame, and disgrace.

In a way, Bartimaeus was better off than we are by 
nature, because at least he knew he was blind! By nature, 
none of us realizes our spiritual blindness—and that is the 
worst part of our misery. We imagine that we see fine, that 
our eyes aren’t bad; we don’t realize the spiritual darkness 

we are under, and therefore no one by nature is begging for 
spiritual things as Bartimeaus did for his sight. Instead, like 
the Laodiceans, we live as if we were “rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing,” not realizing that 
we are “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked” (Rev. 3:17). The truth is, we are profoundly in need 
of light, of life, of faith. And faith was one thing that Bar-
timaeus had (Luke 18:42). 

A Believing Cry
Jesus made clear that Bartimaeus actually had spiritual sight 
before he had physical sight. Let’s learn a number of things 
about the faith of Bartimeaus for a moment. 

1. Bartimaeus believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah. 
This is clear in verses 36–38. At a certain point, a 
multitude passed by Bartimaeus and he asked what 
was going on. We don’t know what all Bartimeus had 
heard about Jesus, or what he all knew from the Old 
Testament about the coming Messiah, but he knew 
enough to call Him the Son of David, which was a 
way of referring to the coming Messiah, promised to 
come from the lineage of David. 

2. Bartimeaus had a hearty persuasion that Christ could give 
him the mercy he needed. The Lord tested Bartimaeus’s 
faith as He does in the life of all believers. The word 
in the original makes clear that, although Jesus did 
not seem to hear him at first, Bartimaeus kept on cry-
ing, perhaps ten minutes or more. Christ even allowed 
the crowds of people to “rebuke him that he should 
hold his peace” (Luke 18:39). However, none of these 
obstacles could prevent Bartimaeus from crying out 
for mercy. Often, there are obstacles in the way to 
Christ, and we can sometimes become disheartened. 
Yet, like Jacob at peniel, we need to keep saying to 
the Lord: “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me” 
(Gen. 32:26). 

Bartimaeus had learned a few things from begging 
by the roadside. He had learned that his hand had to 
be out there, in the face of people. His misery had to 
be obvious to them. He had to use his ears to hear 
footsteps and his other senses to be able to judge when 
people were near. He wasn’t trying to put on a good 
front; if he did, people wouldn’t give him anything. 
He didn’t need to uphold his own sense of dignity. In 
fact, he just had to throw his misery out there without 
apology, without excuse—as nasty as it was—and 
if someone would have mercy, he would help him; 
and if not, then not. There was nothing to lose but 
everything to gain.

Read: Mark 10:46–52; Luke 18:35–43



3. Bartimaeus had the faith that made the Lord Jesus stand 
still. True faith will always end up at the feet of the 
Savior. We don’t know at what moment the Holy 
Spirit worked faith in the heart of Bartimaeus, but 
clearly the Father had sent the Spirit and the Spirit 
had opened the closed heart of Bartimaeus, softening 
his will and making him to need mercy. That is clear 
when we compare John 6:44. And Christ rewarded 
the faith of Bartimaeus by standing still to hear and 
answer this poor beggar’s cries.

A Merciful Savior
These are truly amazing words: “And Jesus stood still” 
(Mark 10:49). The Son of God stood still in Jericho upon 
the cry for mercy. He didn’t stand still to rebuke the beggar. 
He didn’t stand still to command him to be carried away. He 
didn’t stand still to give him a few coins to make it through 
the week. Instead, we read, “…and commanded him to be 
called” (Mark 10:49). Christ wanted Bartimaeus in front of 
Him so He could show Him the mercy of God. No wonder 
the people said, “Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee” 
(Mark 10:49). When a believer has Christ’s name on his lips, 
Christ has his name on His lips. Christ not only acknowl-
edged Bartimaeus’s cries, He would answer them directly, 
face to face with Bartimaeus.

Bartimaeus obeyed the Lord’s call immediately and 
eagerly. We read that he cast away his garment (Mark 
10:49). Anything that would impede our immediate run-
ning to Jesus needs to go. Christ’s words drew Bartimaeus 
right to Himself.

Next, Christ inquired into what it was that Bartimaeus 
wanted from Him. Many would be content if Christ would 
give them an easier life, some help with their problems, 
more comfortable circumstances, etc. When the Lord brings 
us to Himself, we can and may ask Him for any and all 
things in accordance with His will. However, our most 
important need is His light so that our spiritual blindness 
is taken way (see Rev. 3:18).

The first thing Bartimaeus saw was not the f lowers 
or trees, or even the sun; it was his great physician’s face. 
He looked upon the true Son of Honor—Christ Jesus. He 
looked at the One who had made the trees and the f low-
ers, but also was willing to walk the whole way of suffer-
ing, past Jericho, and on to Calvary, to shed His blood for 
Bartimeaus and countless others like him. Because of His 
work on the cross, there would be light for them that sit 
in darkness. Because of Calvary, psalm 34:5 could be true: 
“They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces 
were not ashamed.”

It is hardly a surprise that Bartimeaus wanted to fol-
low Jesus. “And immediately he received his sight, and fol-
lowed Jesus in the way.” We don’t know whether Bartimaeus 
watched while Christ hung from the cross or witnessed Him 
after the resurrection, but we do know that every believer 
needs and finds mercy from Christ crucified and risen. He 
still stands still in the gospel, calls for sinners, and bestows 
mercy full and free.

Questions
1. What did the prophets predict Messiah would do with 

the blind (see e.g., Isa. 42:6–7)? How was Bartimaeus 
better off than many who are spiritually blind today?

2. Bartimaeus faced a number of hindrances. What hin-
drances can spiritual beggars meet with today in or 
around them?

3. Notice how wide open Christ’s question is for Barti-
maeus (Luke 18:41). What does this say about Christ’s 
heart for spiritual beggars? What sorts of things may 
we ask from Him today?

4. Why do you think Jesus said what He did about faith 
in Luke 18:42? How might that be useful to Barti-
maeus later on as well as believers today?

5. Compare Luke 18:43 with John 10:4. What connection 
do you see and what does this say about all those to 
whom Christ gives spiritual light?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is professor of Old and New Testament at puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.
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Spiritual desertion—what is that, you ask? There was a 
time when every church member knew the answer. Many 
sermons were preached on this subject and books written 
to give direction to those who were going through this 
aff liction known as “spiritual desertion.” The reference 
here is to a believer’s sense of feeling deserted by God—
when spiritual life is dry and cold, and when there is an 
almost complete absence of joy and delight in the service 
of the Lord.

Why are so few sermons preached or books written 
on this subject today? Is it perhaps because in our days 
Christians enjoy the presence of the Lord more than for-
mer generations did and are favored with more abundant 
outpourings of the Holy Spirit?

Some people believe this is indeed the case. Some 
focus on the believer’s victorious life and feel that they 
are better off today than their forefathers who were alto-
gether too gloomy and negative in their religion. We have 
learned to be more positive and emphasize more the joy 
of salvation than used to be the case, they claim.

But I’m afraid that this kind of talk betrays a seri-
ous lack of understanding of what biblical religion is all 
about. This new emphasis owes more to modern psychol-
ogy than to the teachings of Scripture. If we examine 
the experiences of the saints in Bible times as well as the 
lives of Christians in church history, we will find that 
many of them went through difficult periods in their 
spiritual lives. They certainly had their times of joy and 
peace when they could testify of the Lord’s goodness and 
nearness. But precisely because they knew of such good 
times, they also felt miserable when the presence of the 
Lord seemed to have left them. The reason for this sense 
of desertion was often that sin had come between them 
and the Lord. Not always—think of Job—but in most 

cases the absence of God was understood to be the con-
sequence of backsliding and unfaithfulness.

This is still true today. God’s people are not better 
than their brothers and sisters of the past. They still 
sin and go astray many times. And since God does not 
change, He is still grieved by our sins and He often with-
draws His sensible presence from us, leaving us in that 
sad condition called “spiritual desertion.”

In Hosea 5, we have a striking illustration of the 
Lord’s withdrawal, not just from one or two believers, 
but from His people as a whole. The passage we will focus 
on is verse 15, where the Lord says, “I will go and return 
to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek 
my face: in their aff liction they will seek me early.”

The One speaking is Jehovah. He had sent Hosea 
to warn Israel, the ten-tribe nation, collectively called 
“Ephraim,” that the Lord was going to punish His people 
for their sins, especially the sin of idolatry or spiritual 
adultery. Already, the Chaldeans were poised to invade 
Israel and take its people captive. Instead of turning to 
the Lord in their distress and asking for pardon, they 
appealed to the Assyrians and Judah for help. Hosea 
warned Judah not to get involved. Don’t make an alliance 
with Israel, he said, for “Ephraim is joined to idols, let 
him alone.” But Judah ignored this warning and entered 
into a league with Israel; together they looked to Assyria 
for protection.

Hosea then warns that the Lord’s judgment will fall on 
Israel, and by implication also on Judah, unless she breaks 
off the alliance. God’s judgment will be progressive. The 
first stage is mentioned in verse 12, where the Lord says, 
“I am unto Ephraim as a moth”; the second appears in 
verse 14, where He threatens, “I will be unto Ephraim as 
a lion”; and the last stage we find in verse 15, where the 
Lord announces, “I will go and return to my place.”
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The Lord is telling Israel that He will withdraw Him-
self from His people. Nothing could be worse than this! 
This desertion refers literally to God abandoning His 
covenant people to the power of the Chaldeans and other 
enemies. These heathen nations would enslave Israel and 
subject them to all sorts of indignities and humiliations.

But we may also take these words in a spiritual sense 
as descriptive of the spiritual desertion which all believers 
experience to a greater or less degree during their pilgrim-
age on earth. “I will go and return unto my place,” the Lord 
says. This is exactly what happens to a believer when the 
Lord withdraws Himself. It is, of course, an anthropomor-
phism, i.e., a figure of speech whereby God is described in 
human terms: as a man who departs from a certain place 
and goes to his own home. Strictly speaking, of course, 
God cannot be said to stay in or go to any one place. He is 
everywhere; He fills all in all. Yet in a special sense, God 
is said to be in heaven. “He is the high and lofty One who 
inhabits eternity, whose Name is holy and who dwells in 
the high and holy place.” When the Lord visits the earth 
either in judgment or mercy, He leaves, as it were, His 
proper dwelling place and comes down to our domain. 
Conversely, when He terminates such visits, He may be said 
to go back to His place again. The reference, then, is not to 
an actual, physical moving from one place to another but 
to the manifestation of God’s presence and the lack of it. 

Accordingly, spiritual desertion refers to the Lord’s 
withdrawing His presence from the soul so that His near-
ness is no longer felt and communion with Him is inter-
rupted. As long as the Lord sits enthroned in our heart, all 
is well. His nearness is felt and there is a peace that passes 
understanding. Our grasp of the way of salvation is clear 
and our fellowship with Jesus is sweet. Walking in the 
light of God’s countenance and enjoying a sense of His 
favor, we have all that we can desire in life. But oh, when 
we begin to backslide; when we become negligent in our 
duty, slack in the fight against sin and temptation; when 
we allow the world and its pleasures to usurp the place 
in our heart that rightfully belongs to Christ, a gradual 
change will take place in our soul’s condition. There will 
be fewer manifestations of God’s love and consequently 
less confidence that we are His own. Our interest in the 
things of God begins to wane. Communion with God is 
sought less frequently and becomes less ardent. Intimacy 
with the Lord rarely occurs. prayer becomes perfunctory, 
motivated by duty rather than desire.

While in this condition, we are in great danger, for 
unless we immediately humble ourselves before God and 
implore His pardoning grace for having backslidden, we 
will find that the Lord will withdraw from us even more. 
Everything spiritual in us will decay. The beauty of sum-
mer will fade away, the gloom of autumn will set in, and 

before long it will be winter in the soul. The corruptions 
of the heart will revive, not completely, indeed, but to an 
alarming degree they will make their presence felt.

This is what happens when the Lord withdraws Him-
self from His people. Some of you, no doubt, can relate 
to what I just wrote. Others do not, but that is not neces-
sarily a sign that things are better with you. It could be 
that you are in an even worse situation. It is the mark of 
a hypocrite that he thinks all is always well with his soul. 
But the Lord’s true people are not always so confident. 
With John Newton they often sigh: 

Where is the blessedness I knew  
When first I sought the Lord? 
Where is the soul-refreshing view  
Of Jesus and His Word?

What peaceful hours I once enjoyed!  
How sweet their memory still! 
But they have left an aching void  
The world can never fill.

And that all happens because of our sins! Sin separates 
the Lord and our soul. When the Lord says, “I will go 
and return to my place,” that means He cannot have fel-
lowship with us because of our sins. He cannot share the 
throne of our heart with idols.

So is it hopeless for sinners and backsliders? It would 
be if the Lord dealt with us strictly according to His jus-
tice. Then He would never look at us again. But the Lord 
is not like that. He is just and holy, and He lets us feel the 
power of these attributes by withdrawing His gracious 
presence from us. But when He does that, His purpose is 
not to forsake us completely and permanently. He with-
draws only for a season—and what a bitter season it is! 

His purpose, however, is that we might beseech Him 
to return again in grace. But then there must be repen-
tance first—wholehearted, sincere repentance. Our pas-
sage clearly shows this gracious purpose, for listen to 
what the Lord says: “I will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence.” In other words, spiritual 
desertion will last only until the sinner humbles himself, 
confesses his sins, and forsakes them.

Such repentance is necessary for the first time but 
also by renewal. It is an unchangeable law in the king-
dom of heaven that “he that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy” (prov. 28:13). A good example is David. It 
was only when he confessed—and by implication aban-
doned—his sins of adultery and murder that the Lord 
pardoned him (ps. 32 and ps. 51). That involved much 
pain and soul sorrow!

All true believers are brought to that point. “In their 
aff liction they will seek me early,” the Lord predicts. 
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Are you an atheist? “No,” you answer, “I believe in God.” But what about a practical atheist? A practical atheist is one 
who believes in God but lives his life as if God does not exist.

Bob attends a public high school. The group of guys that he wants to hang out with do not believe in God. Bob 
does, but he does not say anything or act in any way that his friends would know this. He believes in God inside, 
in his heart. But he lives on the outside as if there is not a God. Nothing shows in his words or actions that he is a 
believer. He is living as if God is not real.

Shirley is facing some important decisions. She needs to decide which courses to take for next school year. She is 
struggling whether to go to university or to find a job after she finishes high school. She needs to know in order to 
choose the right courses. A guy who is quite nice has asked her to go with him to his sister’s wedding and reception 
in two weeks. The concern is that he is not a Christian. Shirley is struggling with what to do. Last night she even had 
trouble sleeping. But Shirley is not bringing her concerns to God in personal prayer. She is living as if God is not real.

These are examples of practical atheism. Everything we say or do either ref lects practical Christianity or practical 
atheism. If we laugh with the crowd when a person makes fun of someone else, or if we say something thoughtful and 
kind instead. If we join in with others to mock a certain teacher, or we say something respectful. If we wear something 
immodest because everyone does, or if we dress attractively but modestly. Every decision we make and every action 
we take demonstrates either practical Christianity or atheism. 

Are you living a life that is more Christian or atheistic in practice?

Are you living more Christianly and less like an atheist in your motives, thoughts, words, and actions? What areas in your life 
do you especially need to pray for and work on?

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

What do you mean by a “practical atheist”?

When the burden of sin becomes too great and the sense 
of divine displeasure too heavy, the sinner realizes his or 
her foolishness and turns to the Lord, begging for mercy. 

The Lord is eager to receive repentant sinners in 
mercy. He can do so because of Christ who has taken His 
people’s sins upon Himself, including the sin of backslid-
ing. Christian friend, you may feel forsaken by the Lord, 
but do you realize the Lord Jesus was also forsaken by 
God? And He did not just feel forsaken; He was really 
forsaken. For us spiritual desertion is only an experience, 
a feeling, although a terrible one. But God never com-
pletely abandons us. For Christ, however, it was a terrible 
reality, a horrendous fact. This forced from His lips the 
heart-rending cry, “My God, why hast thou forsaken me!” 

But in this way He has earned back for us the Father’s 
presence and favor. As the Lord’s Supper Form puts it: 
“He was forsaken that we might be accepted of God and 
never be forsaken of Him.”

How this should melt our hearts! How the love of 
Christ should move us to seek Him without delay. All 
who do so may take comfort from these reassuring words 
of our gracious God: “For a small moment have I forsaken 
thee; but with great mercy will I gather thee. In a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but with 
everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
Lord thy redeemer” (Isa. 54:7, 8).
Rev. Cornelis Pronk is an emeritus minister of the Free Reformed churches. 
This article is adapted from an address given as a chapel message at puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary.
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One of the grossest manifestations of human pride is the 
steadfast refusal to glorify God in thanksgiving for all the 
unmerited mercies received. paul shows us that this is the 
very thing that marks the unregenerate heart: “Because…
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, nei-
ther were thankful.” But does ingratitude belong to the 
unregenerate alone? Sadly, this sin at times characterizes 
the believer, too. Henry Scudder wrote, “Holy Job and good 
David were in some particulars overtaken with this fault.” 
Job reckoned that he should die in comfort and multiply his 
days as the sand (Job 29:18). David, in his prosperity, said, 
“I shall never be moved” (ps. 30:6). It was through aff lic-
tions that they, by experience, came to recognize the vanity 
of trusting in earthly things and to sincerely confess this 
grievous sin against the Lord.

God alone is worthy to receive power, riches, wisdom, 
strength, honor, glory, and blessing (Rev. 5:12). It is for this 
very reason that man has received a mind to understand and 
a tongue to speak, so as to employ these in the worship of 
his Creator. “Awake my glory,” says David, referring here to 
his whole being, “and I will praise thee among the people” 
(ps. 57:8–9). Thankfulness on our behalf expresses further 
requests for blessing and confers on us the best security we 
could hope to enjoy (phil. 4:6, 7). praise and thanksgiving 
often go together and only differ to some degree. Scudder 
offers this practical differentiation: “The superabundant 
excellency of God showed by his titles and works is the 
object of praise (1 Chron. 29:11–13; ps. 8:1–9). The abun-
dant goodness of God showed in his titles and works to 
his church, to you or to anyone or anything else to which 
you have reference, is the object and matter of your thanks  
(1 Chron. 29:14).” We praise Him for all His glorious works 
in creation and for His life-giving Word (ps. 19). We thank 
Him for all things, spiritual and temporal, in which He is 
good to us. We praise Him with the inward and the outward 
man (ps. 35:28); we praise Him at all times, as long as we 
have life and breath; we praise and thank Him for His most 
precious gift given to mankind—the gift of His Son—our 
only Great and Heavenly High priest out of whose censer 
our prayers and praises ascend as a sweet smelling aroma in 
the nostrils of the Father (Rev. 8:3, 4).

There is no sin more common than base ingratitude. 
Simply look around in a restaurant and note how many 
people give thanks for what is before them. If man cannot 
take the time to give thanks to God for the basic necessi-
ties of life, such as bread and drink, why would he care to 

bless and praise Him for all of His benefits received (ps. 
103:2)? One leper out of ten returned with thanksgiving to 
the Lord Jesus; and those who do give thanks do not thank 
God for one mercy in twenty. In our aff lictions and trials we 
cry, even howl to God, but who returns with proportionate 
praise and heartfelt gratitude (Hos. 7:14)? The Christian 
should more often be in thanks than in supplication because 
God goes ahead of our prayers with His good gifts in a 
thousand ways (Isa. 65:24; Matt. 6:8).

Christian, take heed that you are not unthankful. It is a 
most hateful and condemnable sin. He who is unthankful is 
blind to the immeasurable provision of God in everything 
and is turned in upon himself, thinking he deserves all that 
he gets. Some points, then, to consider in this regard:

1. When your heart is cold towards the Lord and words 
of thanksgiving feel strangled in your mouth, stir up holy 
emotions through the gracious inf luences of the Holy 
Spirit. Is the sin of pride in self-sufficiency not surrepti-
tiously creeping in? Remember that praise and gratitude 
is but a small beginning of heaven on earth and it will be 
our constant employment when we get to heaven. We dare 
not anticipate the marvellous activities of heaven with cold 
hearts and mute lips.

2. What proportion of your prayers comprises heartfelt praise 
and thanks? Wherein do your prayers consist? Endless, vain 
repetition? Anxious supplication and complaint? Instead, do 
what the Word of God requires and give thanks “always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20). Ask with David, “What shall I 
render to the Lord for all his benefits to me?” (ps. 116:12).

3. And you, unconverted friend, do you see the offensiveness 
of base ingratitude in the eyes of a superabundantly generous 
God—the One who causes His sun to rise on the evil and 
the good and sends His rain on the just and the unjust? Is it 
any wonder that the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against this very thing (Rom. 1:18, 21)? Yet He continues in 
His longsuffering toward you in the hope that you will rec-
ognize His bounteous goodness, for He is “not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come to repentance”  
(2 pet. 3:9). But he who knows and loves the Lord Jesus will, 
like Asaph, own that whosoever glorifies God in Christ 
gives Him praise as His just due.

Dr. Arthur Miskin is a professor at Mukhanyo Theological School in South Africa.

MARCH 2013 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 77

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me. pRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY

The ChRistiAn’s Duty of  
PR Aise and thAnKsGiVinG | Dr. Arthur Miskin

psalm 50:23



evolution impossible
John F. Ashton
Using recent discoveries in genetics, biochemistry, geol-
ogy, radiometric dating, and other scientific disciplines, the 
author explains in straightforward language a dozen com-
pelling reasons Darwin’s theory of evolution is just a myth. 
He discusses areas such as fossil and geological evidences, 
mutations, geological data, and much more. 

(Master Books, pB, 196 pgs) $14.00 | $10.50

the Face of Jesus Christ
Archibald G. Brown
With an attractiveness and relevance that will never dim, 
these sermons on the person and work of Christ take the 
reader to the heart of the ministry of Archibald Brown 
(1844–1922), a student of Charles Spurgeon and pastor at 
Metropolitan Tabernacle in London from 1908–1911. 

(Banner, pB, 296 pgs) $18.00 | $14.00

A treatise of sin:  
the Deceitfulness of the heart unmasked
Anthony Burgess
These 42 sermons (written in 1654 and newly typeset in 
this edition) expose sinful presumption by a puritan master 
who understood the heart of man, true and false conver-
sion, the guile and deceitfulness of sin, religious formality 
and hypocrisy, and true life and godliness—an antidote to 

the easy believism and mere intellectual assent to the facts of the gospel 
prevalent in our day. 

(International Outreach, HB, 330 pgs) $35.00 | $30.00

solid Ground:  
the inerrant Word of God in an errant World
Gabriel N. E. Fluhrer, ed.
A call back to the centrality and infallibility of God’s Word, 
these eight addresses from the philadelphia Conference 
on Reformed Theology come from pastor-scholars such as 
J. Ligon Duncan, R. C. Sproul, philip Ryken, and others 
concerning God’s Word in its sufficiency, truthfulness, rela-
tionship to the world, church, preaching, and more. 

(p&R, pB, 155 pgs) $14.00 | $10.50

Why Do We Pray?
Stanley D. Gale
Many have questions about prayer—especially about why 
we pray if God already knows what’s going to happen or 
whether our prayers change God’s mind. This Basics of the 
Faith booklet presents an overview of what the Bible says 
about prayer, defining prayer, exploring its roles, and teach-
ing us how to practice it. 

(p&R, pB, 32 pgs) $4.99 | $3.80

Discovering the hidden Lamb
Gill Jacobs
This story is about two lambs—an orphaned lamb Ben cares 
for, and Jesus, the Lamb of God. The Bible events woven 
into this tale are seen through Ben’s eyes as he struggles to 
understand who Jesus is while trying to save his pet lamb 
from being sold for sacrifice at passover—a story that also 
reveals what life was like in palestine during Jesus’ time and 
why the Lamb of God had to die. 

(Day One, pB, 101 pgs) $10.00 | $7.50
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Christ’s Glory,  
your Good
Ryan M. McGraw
The gospel of Jesus Christ 
is intimately bound up 
with the glory of Christ 
Himself. Moreover, all 
of the major themes of 
Christian theology are 
vitally informed by the 
person and work of our 
glorious Lord. Aware of 

these connections, Ryan McGraw gives us a big-
picture view of the gospel that begins with the 
eternal plan of salvation, moves through the cov-
enants of works and of grace, traces every stage of 
Christ’s incarnation and work, and concludes with 
His reign in the church. Throughout the book, 
careful attention is given to the importance of the 
Trinitarian nature of God and the believer’s union 
with Christ. Here is a call to faith in and fellow-
ship with Jesus, demonstrating how the glory of 
Christ is truly the best news anyone can embrace.

(136 pages, pB) $12.00 | $9.00

Building a Godly  
home, Vol. 1
A holy Vision for  
Family Life
William Gouge
Edited and modernized  
by Scott Brown and  
Joel R. Beeke
For years, William Gouge’s 
Domestical Duties has 
stood as the foremost 
puritan treatment of 

Christian family life. Yet due to its size and anti-
quated expressions, it has become almost unknown 
among current generations of believers. To help 
revive the usefulness of this classic book, Scott 
Brown and Joel R. Beeke divided Gouge’s work 
into three manageable volumes, updated the lan-
guage to modern standards, and have given it the 
title Building a Godly Home. 

In the first volume, A Holy Vision for Family 
Life, we hear the voice of a wise and loving men-
tor, calling us to the old paths laid out for the 
family in the Bible. Here is Gouge’s helpful expo-
sition of Ephesians 5:21–6:4, where he lays out the 
wife’s voluntary submission to her husband, the 
husband’s sacrificial love for his wife, the child’s 
obedient honoring of parents, and the parents’ 
nurturing leadership of their children. Reading it 
is like sitting down to coffee with a gentle grand-
father and wise pastor. Come and allow your fam-
ily to benefit from such wise counsel.

(200 pages, HB) $18.00 | $14.00

New rhB Books



These titles are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price. PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.
Jay T. Collier aNd Joel r. Beeke

the Gospel and sexual Orientation
Michael Lefebvre, ed.
This book tackles a crucial issue of our day—the 
subject of homosexual orientation. produced by a 
committee of the Reformed presbyterian Church 
of North America and unanimously adopted by its 
synod, this title not only interacts with contempo-
rary scholarship and takes a high view of Scripture, 

it offers guidance on how to care for and walk alongside people who 
are struggling with their sexual identity. 

(Crown & Covenant, pB, 67 pgs) $6.00 | $5.25

God’s Mighty Acts in Creation
Starr Meade
This companion to God’s Mighty Acts in Salvation 
guides young readers through the six days of cre-
ation, showing how God has displayed His glory, 
wisdom, sovereignty, and power. Intended as devo-
tionals, these 45 studies offer a key verse, engag-
ing activities, stimulating questions, and answers 

to questions such as these: What did Jesus mean when He claimed 
to be the true vine? How is all f lesh like grass, and how should that 
affect the way we live? 

(Crossway, pB, 109 pgs) $10.99 | $7.80

the Death of the savior: studies in John’s Gospel
Richard D. Phillips
In seven short studies in John 19, the author encour-
ages readers to take a fresh look at the amazing—yet 
too easily overlooked—story of the death of the 
Savior, Jesus Christ the Son of God. The author 
especially draws the reader’s attention to the small 
details surrounding the crucifixion, noting that at 
the cross “we gaze upon the heart of our Lord with 

wonder and feel the warmth of his grace in our soul.” 
(Banner, pB, 102 pgs) $12.00 | $9.50

Discourses of Redemption
Stuart Robinson
These twenty expositions, delivered to growing con-
gregations in the nineteenth century, set forth the 
organic unity of the Holy Scripture and the center 
of theology—redemption through the Seed promise. 
Robinson addresses the revelation of redemption 
as it unfolds with the patriarchs, the theocracy, the 

prophets, and more, showing “the one great central thought of the 
Book through the successive eras of revelation.” 

(Tentmaker, HB, 442 pgs) $28.00

the soul sufferings of Christ
H. Rondel Rumburg
Often when we consider the sufferings of Christ, we 
think of the physical. This book places the accent 
on Christ’s suffering in the soul. After introducing 
the subject of soul suffering, the author examines 
the Savior’s soul sufferings in prophecy (such as the 
psalms and Isaiah), then from the New Testament. 
This volume includes several appendices on this 

subject from Thomas Goodwin, Jonathan Edwards, Octavius Win-
slow, and Thomas Brooks. 

(SBSS, pB, 320 pgs) $25.00 | $18.75

Are We together? A Protestant Analyzes  
Roman Catholicism — R. C. Sproul
Truth is precious, for it sets us free ( John 8:31–32). 
In Christ’s church, our unity revolves around know-
ing what we believe (Eph. 4:12–13). Too often discus-
sions about Roman Catholicism and protestantism are 
marred by indifference to doctrine or unfair caricatures 
of each other’s beliefs. In neither case do we love the 

truth. R.C. Sproul’s book is a masterpiece of fairness, brimming with 
quotations from authoritative Catholic and protestant writings. In a 
short scope he gives us a clear view of the central questions of the Ref-
ormation. He helps us to see that we cannot minimize our differences 
and remain faithful to Christ, for the gospel itself is at stake. 

(Reformation Trust, HC, 130 pages) $17.00 | $12.00

Alone in London — Hesba Stretton
Words can save and words can hurt. This Moody 
Colportage Library story is one of redemption of 
relationships—telling a story of Tony (alone in 
London), his friends good old Oliver and Dolly, 
Aunt Charlotte, and the prospect of going to the 
other side with Clever Dog Tom.

(A. B., pB, 128 pgs) $6.00 | $4.50
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In the last issue, we presented an overview of the leading spokes-
men of the Further Reformation Movement in the Netherlands. 
Brief biographical sketches were given of such well-known  
ministers as Teellinck, Voetius, Witsius, Koelman, Comrie, and 
Vander Groe. In the following segment, we introduce a man who, 
though not technically associated with the Further Reformation, 
had a great influence on the movement, both in a positive and, as 
it turned out in the end, negative way as well. His name is Jean 
de Labadie. Our readers will see that tendencies and viewpoints 
that emerged during the Further Reformation still impact con-
servative and experiential Reformed churches today.

Jean de Labadie (1640–1674)
As his name suggests, Jean de Labadie was a Frenchman. 
Born in 1640 near Bordeaux, young Jean showed early signs 
of piety as well as great intellectual abilities. He attended the 
Jesuit school at Bordeaux and became very interested in the 
writings of the medieval mystics, especially their reliance on 
the direct inf luences of the Spirit upon believers. He brief ly 
served as a Jesuit priest, but soon severed all relations with 
the Society of Jesus and became a Jansenist preacher in paris.

In 1640, he was appointed professor of theology at Amiens, 
but after a brief stint there he withdrew to the Carmelite her-
mitage at Graville where he found a copy of Calvin’s Institutes, 
which transformed his life. He joined the Reformed Church, 
was ordained, and became a professor at the Reformed Acad-
emy of Montelban. Next, he was called to pastor a Reformed 
Church in Geneva, where he stayed briefly until 1666, when 
he accepted a call to the Reformed Church in Middelburg, the 
Netherlands. By this time, his fame as a reformer had spread 
widely so that those who saw the need of a thorough reforma-
tion of the Dutch State Church eagerly awaited his arrival. 
Upon his installation, de Labadie’s preaching began to draw 
great crowds and soon his name became a household word. 
Many conversions took place under his searching ministry 
and he was regarded by many as a great prophet sent by God.

It did not take long, however, before he began to find 
fault with his colleagues in the Reformed Church, accusing 
them of being unspiritual and lacking in zeal for the Lord’s 
cause. This naturally resulted in a growing resentment on 
the part of his erstwhile supporters and admirers.

Why Was He Controversial?
What was it about this preacher that so attracted and 
repelled so many people? It was mentioned that before 

becoming a protestant for a while he was a Jansenist. Jan-
senism was an Augustinian movement within the Roman 
Catholic Church emphasizing divine grace and human 
depravity. It also stressed the necessity of holiness and 
total dedication to God through self-mortification and sup-
pression of all physical desires. The ideal was to separate 
oneself from the world as much as possible and to meet in 
conventicles (small groups) for mutual edification.1 Like 
his Further Reformation colleagues, he stressed the neces-
sity of the new birth and the holy life that should follow. 
He found the Reformed Church sadly lacking both these 
essential ingredients of vital piety, despite having embraced 
her theology so enthusiastically. 

He made clear that anyone seeking fellowship with him 
had to be willing to be reformed in heart and life as well as 
in name and creed. Such reform had to begin with the lead-
ership in the church, which meant they had to exercise true 
piety through self-denial, meditation, and prayer, as well as 
promote this kind of life in the congregation. Anyone not 
willing to engage in self-examination and self-denial was 
barred from the Lord’s Supper until they could show solid 
evidences of true conversion.

His Real Objective
What de Labadie was really after was a church made up 
of genuinely assured born-again Christians. When this 
proved an unattainable goal, he withdrew himself more and 
more from the visible church in favor of the conventicler, or 
“gezelschap,” model where only the regenerate met.2

Not being satisfied with anything but total success, he 
became disillusioned at the resistance he met everywhere on 
the part of nominal church members and even pastors who 
in his view were not dealing honestly with souls entrusted 
to their care. The problem with the Reformed Church, as 
he saw it, was fourfold: 

1. The doctrine of salvation was not taught as powerfully 
and spiritually as it should be.

2. The sacraments, particularly the Lord’s Supper, were 
not administered according to the institution of Christ. 
Many unregenerate, worldly, and ungodly people were 
admitted without any discipline being exercised.

3. There were many unregenerate preachers who by their 
own admission did not understand God’s Word.

The Dutch Further 
Reformation (3)
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4. If anyone was saved in the Reformed Church it was by 
coincidence, which could just as easily happen among 
the Jews, Turks, and Catholics.3

What was needed, de Labadie insisted, were sermons that 
call people to repentance. Texts should be chosen that focus 
on awakening dead souls.4

Stiff Resistance
De Labadie’s accusations and proposed remedy met with stiff 
resistance, not only from nominal Christians and liberal mag-
istrates, but even from reform-minded colleagues who thought 
he was far too radical in his approach. He was eventually put 
out of the church, whereupon he started congregations made 
up of what he judged to be solidly regenerate believers.

It should be noted that shortly after coming to the Neth-
erlands he had become impressed with the ecclesiology of 
English Congregationalists. These were puritans who, like 
their Dutch counterparts, had tried at first to reform the 
Church of England, but when this failed they opted for a 
congregational system of church government, i.e., a system 
that does not recognize any higher or broader authority than 
the eldership in the local congregation. De Labadie eventu-
ally adopted most if not all of the principles of this type of 
church government, as is clear from a tract he wrote. He 
insisted that no ecclesiastical authority has the right to make 
laws that are binding upon individual congregations and 
that such congregations owe no obedience to this author-
ity except as such obedience is founded upon the Word of 
God. Consequently, this authority can suspend no one if he 
is certain of the approval of Christ and His true followers.5

Conflict within the Further Reformation Movement
The suspension of de Labadie, however, did not mean the 
end of his inf luence upon the Reformed Church. The issues 
he had raised continued to be hotly debated within the 
circles of the Further Reformation. A complicating factor 
was the fact that William Ames, one of the leading theolo-
gians of the movement, also held to a congregational view 
of church government, which favored independence from 
state-controlled synodical structures. This led to consider-
able tension between him and Voetius, the champion of a 
system that clearly defined the relationship between church 
and state along theocratic lines. This meant, in actual fact, a 
church under the guardianship (voogdij) of the state.

Why were so many people attracted to de Labadie? partly 
because of his personal charisma. He was a very gifted preacher 
with a dynamic personality; but—and this is very important—
he was also a man who practiced what he preached. Many 
looked up to him as a saint, which he was, in many ways.

Yet this alone does not explain the tremendous impact he 
made on his contemporaries. There was also the recognition 
that what he stood for was true, even if he carried his convic-
tions too far. The idea of a thoroughly reformed church, not 
only in doctrine but also in life, is something that has inspired 

Christians throughout the centuries. Even though it has often 
led to excesses (for example, the Montanists and Donatists in 
the early church), the motive was often praiseworthy. Con-
cern for holiness is an essential mark of the true church.

Where, then, did de Labadie go wrong? I think it has to 
do with his having the wrong starting point. In his eccle-
siology, he proceeds from the principle of the new birth. 
Actually, his entire theology is based on the doctrine of 
regeneration and its visible fruits in the life of believers. 
Instead of taking his point of departure from what God has 
done objectively in establishing His covenant with believers 
and their children, he proceeds from the subjective experi-
ence of the regenerate and lets this shape everything else. 

In his view, baptism should be administered only to 
those of whom one can be sure that they are regenerated. 
That is why it is better to postpone baptism until one has 
some assurance that he has received grace. It is better to 
dedicate children to the Lord in the assembly of the saints 
than to give them the sign of baptism in a superficial way. 
The Lord’s Supper also is only for those who are assured 
that they are regenerate and who are recognized as such. In 
other words, church membership and the sacraments should 
be restricted to assured born-again believers.

Defense against the Labadists
It was especially the concept of a believers-only church that 
elicited sharp criticism from the Reformed side. Koelman, 
à Brakel, and Voetius led the attack. 

Koelman
According to Koelman, who for a while had been under  
de Labadie’s influence, the visible church is like a wheat field 
with many weeds; or, to change the metaphor, it resembles 
a net in which both good and bad fish are caught. Calvin 
and Bucer used these same illustrations in their conf licts 
with the Anabaptists and spiritualists. The main thing for 
Koelman was that Christ is not only the Head of the invis-
ible church, but also of the visible congregation, which must 
manifest itself as the kingdom of Christ on earth.

The marks of the visible church are the preaching of the 
gospel, the administration of the sacraments, and the exercise 
of discipline. Even if discipline is lacking, this does not mean 
that the church has lost its character as a true church. Basic 
to Koelman’s argument is the Reformed understanding of the 
unity of God’s covenant and its implications for infant baptism.

à Brakel
His approach was more pastoral. He was concerned about 
those in his congregation who were confused about the 
Labadists. Many were struggling with assurance of sal-
vation. Being keenly aware of the lack of holiness in the 
church as well as in their own lives, they were impressed 
by the stern preaching of these reformers. They began to 
wonder whether they should leave the official church and 
join the much purer fellowships of the Labadists.
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Having been uder the spell of de Labadie himself, à Brakel 
understood these people very well. He had to deal with the 
issue cautiously and yet firmly. He could not give the impres-
sion that marks of grace and holy living were not important. 
So he tried to present the issues raised by the Labadists in a 
more balanced and scriptural way than they did. His main 
concern was to protect tender souls from being misled by 
overzealous preachers and to keep them within the fold. 

Voetius
He deals with the issue polemically and analytically. The 
question was whether true believers, faced with serious 
problems in the church, should listen to their conscience and 
leave the fellowship or at least abstain from the Lord’s Sup-
per. Voetius’s answer is negative. Scripture does not advocate 
secession for these reasons. pointing to the sad situation in 
the Corinthian congregation, he reminds those who are 
critical of the low level of spiritual life in the Reformed 
Church that despite much that was wrong in Corinth, the 
apostle still refers to the members as saints and the entire 
congregation as the church of God. Similarly, in the Old 
Testament, true believers never felt free to leave the congre-
gation of the Lord and organize as a separate community.

The Difference Between de Labadie and Calvin
Despite the powerful arguments advanced by men like Voetius, 
à Brakel, and Koelman, the influence of de Labadie remained 
strong in the Dutch Reformed community. Even though he 
did not succeed in drawing many members away from the 
established church and never had more than a few thousand 
followers, the important issues raised by him continued to be 
discussed throughout the period of the Further Reformation. 

Many of de Labadie’s ideas can be traced to Calvin’s the-
ology. The Reformer of Geneva had also laid great stress on 
the necessity of sanctification of the individual believer, as 
well as the congregation and society as a whole. The differ-
ence between Calvin and de Labadie, as I see it, lies in the 
basic motive or driving force behind sanctification.

For Calvin, as for Luther, the driving force behind sancti-
fication was clearly justification. Without justification, there 
can be no sanctification. Although de Labadie would not deny 
this, he did shift away from justification as the key doctrine 
to regeneration, which for him was the sine qua non (or that 
without which) there cannot be any spiritual life. This is not 
to deny that regeneration is essential to salvation. What Jesus 
said to Nicodemus will always be an absolute requirement: “Ye 
must be born again.” But the question is, where in the range 
of essential truths do we place regeneration? I believe Willem 
van’t Spijker puts his finger on the problem when he writes:

With de Labadie and his disciples regeneration is seen 
as an isolated experience that can be observed and evalu-
ated. Theology for him is theology of regeneration pure 
and simple. There is less emphasis on justification of the 
ungodly and on the sinner’s ongoing need of forgiveness 

which the Lord grants only to those who believe His 
promises, often against the contrary testimony of con-
science and experience.6

Evaluation
We have seen that the Further Reformation men rejected 
de Labadie’s concept of the church and strongly opposed his 
call to separation from the church despite its many failures 
and blemishes. They are to be commended for this. Yet, for 
all their opposition, they were unable to refute his arguments 
convincingly, which left many in the church unsure and trou-
bled. part of the reason for this, I believe, is that they were 
operating with a church concept that was inherently prob-
lematic. As stated earlier, they set standards of holiness that 
are difficult to reach even for a gathered or believer’s church, 
let alone for a people’s church comprising the entire nation.

As time went on, it became more and more obvious that 
the ideal of this volkskerk (the people’s church) to become 
thoroughly Reformed in doctrine and life would not be real-
ized. The result was that preachers began to concentrate on 
their own congregations, seeking to raise the level of spiritual 
life by emphasizing marks of grace whereby people could 
know whether they were or were not truly children of God. 
Thus a clear distinction was made between those who were 
allowed to partake of the Lord’s Supper and those who merely 
had access to baptism. Confession of faith was reduced to 
confession of the truth.

All of this led to the notion that the true church was 
made up of those who possessed the marks of grace and 
the rest did not really belong. True believers were expected 
to attend the meetings of the gezelschappen (conventicles). 
Thus there emerged the notion of an ecclesia in ecclesiola, a 
little church within the church. This was not really all that 
different from what de Labadie had in mind, except that 
his approach called for secession from the official church, 
whereas for the Further Reformation men the same thing 
could be accomplished by remaining in it. True, his method 
was far more radical than that of his Reformed colleagues. 
But it is important to see that the difference was mostly a 
matter of degree, not essence. This was especially true of 
the later phase of the Further Reformation of such men 
as Comrie, Vander Groe, and Schortinghuis. And it was 
especially these men and others like them who were to have 
a great impact on large segments of the Secession of 1834.

1. Ernest Stoeff ler, The Rise of Evangelical Pietism, 163.
2. Stoeff ler, The Rise of Evangelical Pietism, 165.
3. Van’t Spijker, “De Kerk,” in Theologische aspecten van de Nadere Refor-

matie, 259.
4. Stoeff ler, The Rise of Evangelical Pietism, 165.
5. Stoeff ler, The Rise of Evangelical Pietism, 167.
6. Van’t Spijker, 264.

Rev. Cornelis Pronk is an emeritus minister of the Free Reformed churches. 
This article is reprinted from The Messenger.
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The Lamb  
without Blemish

At Easter time, we think about the reason why Jesus, the Son of God, came down from 
heaven and took to Himself our human nature. Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of 
Eden, and they passed on a sinful nature to all people. Satan believed he had claimed 
all human beings for himself. But God called to Adam and Eve in the Garden and 
promised that one day the Messiah would come to atone (pay the price) for their sins. 
Many promises were given over the hundreds of years that followed. Throughout the 
ages, God’s people waited and longed for their Redeemer. 

During this waiting time, God gave the Israelites many illustrations of the Messiah to 
come. He commanded the Israelites to offer sacrifices in the temple. Sin must be paid for, 
and so the animal died in the place of the people. Of the passover lamb, God said, “Your 
lamb shall be without blemish” (Exodus 12:5), which means it could have no injuries or 
sickness. The lamb’s meat was to be eaten, and the blood applied to the doorposts of their 
houses. In the book of Leviticus, we can read about several different types of offerings, but 
whether God required a lamb (3:7), a goat (3:12), a ram (5:15), a bullock (4:3), or turtle-

doves or pigeons (5:7), each had to be “without blemish.” “But whatsoever hath a blemish, 
that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you…it shall be perfect to be accepted; there 

shall be no blemish therein. Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen,1 or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto 
the LORD…. Ye shall not offer unto the LORD that which is bruised, or crushed, or broken, or cut…” (22:20–24). 

These offerings were necessary for Israel, since “without shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22), which 
means that blood must be shed to pay for sin. No one could make this payment since God required a perfect sacrifice. The 
blemish-free animals were a representation of the perfect Son of God who would come to be the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God who died in the place of His people. God’s people are redeemed “with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 peter 1:19).

Dear children, you have heard about the precious Savior so many times! Lovingly, patiently, and earnestly, He offers 
you salvation and everlasting joy. Will you turn your back on Him? The soldiers mocked Him, spit on Him, slapped Him, 
beat Him, pushed a crown of long painful thorns on His head, and pulled out the hairs of His beard. His disciples f led 
from Him and denied Him. He was forsaken by His own Father—all for sins He never committed! Have you ever thought 
about how much your sins cost the Savior? Have you ever grieved because your sins caused Jesus so much pain and agony? 
Do you understand that your sins are responsible for His death? He was willing to silently suffer in order to set sinners free. 

Jesus has paid the price, but you must ask the Holy Spirit to wash away your sins and to make you perfect through 
the sacrifice of the perfect Lamb of God. Go to Him now and confess your sin and ask Him to forgive you. Is your heart 
hard and unfeeling? Ask Him for a soft heart. Is it hard for you to pray? Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you how. Ask Him 
to make you love His Word. Ask Him for a heart that is full of love for Him. Ask Him to glorify Himself through His 
saving grace in your heart. You cannot change your own heart, but the Holy Spirit can change it for you. God is merciful! 
His favorite work is to save sinners, especially young sinners. The greatest insult to God is to ignore the gift of His Son, 
who suffered and died and rose again. Will you despise so great salvation? “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he 
delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18). 

1. A wen is a blemish or imperfection.

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For Our Children • Diana Kleyn
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Use the code to decipher the words. These are words used in 
Scripture to describe the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Some of these words are found in Psalm 22, Isaiah 50, 52, and 53,  
Zechariah 1 1 and 13, Micah 5, and the gospels.
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s  l  a  i    n

 2.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
 m    a  r  r  e  d

 3.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
k  i  l  l  e  d

 4.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
 m   o   c  k  e  d

 5.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
c  u  r  s  e  d

 6.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
s  h  a   m    e  d

 7.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
b  e  a  t  e  n

 8.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _            _ _ _    _ _ _   
s  p  i  t      o  n

 9.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _  
w  o  u  n  d  e  d

10.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
b  r  u  i   s  e  d

11.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
p  i  e    r  c  e  d

12.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
s   m    i  t  t  e  n

13.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
r  e  v  i  l  e  d

14.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
s  c  o    r  n  e  d

15.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
t  e   m   p   t  e  d

Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God was:
16.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   

d  e  s  p  i  s  e  d

17.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
r  e  j  e  c  t  e  d

18.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _  
s  t  r  i  c  k  e  n

19.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
b  e  t  r  a  y  e  d

20.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
s  t  r  i  p  p  e  d

21.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
s  c  o  u  r    g  e  d

22.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
f  o  r  s  a  k    e  n

23.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
o  p  p  r  e    s  s  e  d

24.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
a  f  f  l  i    c  t  e  d

25.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
c  r  u    c  i  f  i  e  d

26.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
c  o  n  d  e  m    n  e  d

27.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _            _ _ _    _ _ _   
s  t  a  r  e    d       a  t

28.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _   
s  a  c  r  i  f    i  c  e  d

29.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _            _ _ _    _ _ _   
l  a    u  g  h  e    d        a  t

30.   _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _ _ 
r  e  p  r  o    a    c  h  e  d
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I Know What is the Matter!
A young man came home from work one day, and said to his 
mother, “Mother, I am going to a drinking party tonight. I 
need my best clothes.”

She tried to reason with him and urged him not to go. 
He answered, “Mother, I am going to go, and you cannot 

stop me! It is useless to keep talking to me about it.”
As the young man was leaving, she spoke again. “My son, 

do not go.”
He protested rudely. 
Tearfully, she replied, “My child, while you are drink-

ing and dancing with your friends, I shall be on my knees 
praying to the Lord to save your soul.”

He left. It was a relief to arrive at the party. Instead of 
the usual fun and laughter, however, a puzzling melancholy 

pervaded the room. One young man exclaimed, “We’ve 
never had such a boring party in our lives!”

Another swore and said, “I wish I had not come! I should 
have stayed home!”

A third said, “I cannot imagine what is the matter!”
The young man could stand it no longer. He burst into 

tears and cried, “I know what is the matter! My mother is 
on her knees right now praying for me.” Grabbing his coat 
and hat, he walked out, saying, “I have to leave. I can’t stay, 
and I won’t be back.”

The Lord graciously converted this young man and 
turned him from sin to Himself. Do you think he was hap-
pier before or after his conversion?
Adapted by Diana Kleyn from Narratives of Remarkable Conversions and Revival 
Incidents, by William C. Conant. New York: Derby & Jackson, 1858, 324–5.

Stories for Children

It was the night before the battle. The red glare of the campfire 
fell on the weathered faces of a group of French soldiers who had 
gathered round it to enjoy its warmth, for the air of the Crimea1 
at that season was sharp and chilling. They were listening to 
pierre who was reading aloud from the Bible. To most of the 
men gathered there, the Scriptures were unfamiliar. They had 
never before heard them, and they were curious. Others, however, 
listened more seriously, for they knew that this might be the last 
time they could heard the message from God. Tomorrow some of 
them would certainly be lying dead or wounded on the battlefield. 
As pierre finished the chapter and closed the book, the group of 
soldiers went to their bunks. pierre stayed behind with his friend 
Jacques Bonet, who had been listening closely.

“Where did you get that book?” asked Jacques. “Did you buy 
it from one of the colporteurs2 who have been selling Bibles and 
New Testaments in our camp?”

“No,” replied pierre, “I brought my copy from France. I didn’t 
buy it. I must admit to my shame that I took it away from my 
own child.”

“What do you mean?” queried his friend.
“When I was home on leave, before coming here,” explained 

pierre, “I spent some days with my wife, Annette, and our chil-
dren. I couldn’t help noticing that my eldest daughter, Aimee, 
had changed. She used to be disobedient. We could not trust her 
to take care of the baby, for she would leave him all alone. When 
Annette would ask Aimee to help with meals or cleaning, she 

The Soldier’s Child
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complained and did her tasks half-heartedly. During my 
latest visit, however, I noticed that my wife enjoyed much 
help and comfort from Aimee. She kept the little ones quiet, 
rocked the baby, cooked the stew, and cleaned the house. 
She was never in the way, yet never out of the way when 
she was needed. 

“ ‘Aimee has changed wonderfully,’ I remarked to my 
wife one evening.

“‘Yes,’ she answered seriously. ‘I am quite uneasy about it.’
“I did not understand why Annette was uneasy about 

this wonderful change, but I asked her what had caused 
this change.

“ ‘It all comes from that Bible!’ Annette exclaimed in 
frustration. ‘An English lady who was traveling in our 
country gave Aimee a Bible. Aimee knows as well as we 
do that she should not have accepted it! Does not our priest 
warn us repeatedly that the Bible is not a safe book for poor 
folks like us?’

“ ‘Does our daughter read it?’ I asked in alarm.
“‘She reads it and prays over it and learns parts of it by 

heart!’ cried Annette. ‘I did not discover this until it was 
too late. It has changed her completely! I want you to speak 
to her, pierre. I’m afraid that the priest will be angry if he 
hears that we have such a book in our house.’

“I promised Annette that I would make sure our daugh-
ter would abide by the rules of the church. The next day, I 
roughly ordered Aimee to bring me her Bible at once. She 
obeyed, though sadly, poor child! A few years before, she had 
been as obstinate as she was thoughtless, but now, with tears 
in her eyes, she meekly brought me her greatest treasure.

“ ‘This is no book for you!’ I scolded.” 
pierre paused in his story to wipe away his tears. “It 

grieves me now to remember how cruel I was. I didn’t care 
how she cried or pleaded. I was determined to take away this 
dreadful book. I thought she would sulk and pout afterward, 
as she used to do when she was reprimanded. But no, she 
was obedient, though I knew she was very sad. I felt a bit 
sorry for her, but because of my pride, I did not return the 
Bible. I thought I was being a good father. 

“The night before I left home, I had been out to say 
goodbye to my father. When I approached our home, I heard 
a voice. It was Aimee. She had been trying to comfort my 
wife, and when she found that her words could not do it, she 
had knelt by her knee and there she was, praying with heart 
and soul that the great God would watch over her father 
and bless him and bring him home again safely. I could not 
interrupt her. I believed that God would answer her. I knew 
that if I were spared to return home, it would be because of 
the prayers of my child.” 

pierre rubbed his face with both hands. “And now, when-
ever I am in trouble or in danger, the comforting thought 
comes to me: Aimee is praying for me!”

The men were silent a while. Then Jacques asked, “What 
did you do with Aimee’s Bible?”

“I took it with me,” answered pierre, “though at first I 
had no serious intention of studying it. I heard others speak 
of it with admiration, but hearing other people praise the 
Bible could not do for me what one girl accomplished by 
living it out. I did not remember what Aimee said, but what 
she was. I turned to her book in order to learn from it the 
secret of the life which she led.”

“Did you find what you sought?” inquired Jacques softly, 
suspecting the answer.

“Yes, and much more,” answered pierre, reverently laying 
his hand on the Bible. “My eyes were opened to the truth as I 
read. I saw my own sins in its light as well as the grace which 
can blot them all out. I was led, step by step, toward hope and 
peace in the Lord Jesus Christ. Aimee’s prayers were heard!”

Morning dawned on the battlefield. The regiment to 
which pierre belonged was one of the first engaged in the 
conflict. How Annette and her children would have trembled 
had they been able to see their dear husband and father in the 
middle of the battle! Yet at the close of that terrible day pierre 
stood unhurt. His clothes were torn and muddy, but he was 
safe. Greeting his friend Jacques afterward, he said, “In a cot-
tage far beyond the waves, my daughter was praying for me!”

pierre lived to return to his country, a medal pinned to 
his uniform, and to receive a delighted welcome from those 
who had anxiously awaited his return. After the first joyful 
greetings were over, he opened his knapsack and took from 
it a well-worn Bible, which had been his companion and 
comfort through the long terrible campaign. 

“Aimee,” said the father with a smile, “do you remember 
this book? I have learned to prize it dearly, even as you did, 
my child. I have prayed for you, as you have prayed for me. 
Now let us kneel down in this dear home and, with humble 
and thankful hearts, let us pray and praise together!”

1. Crimea is a region in the Ukraine. The Crimean War (1853–1856) was 
fought mainly in the Crimea, in which Britain, France, Turkey, and piedmont 
defeated Russia. 

2. A colporteur was a traveling book seller.

Adapted by Diana Kleyn from The Hymn My Mother Taught Me, and Other 
Stories, by A.L.O.E. New York: T. Nelson and Sons, 1872, 31–42.

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
1. “I will hear; for I am gracious” (Ex. 22:27).
2. “If thou seek him, he will be found of thee” (1 Chron. 28:9).
3. “Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it” (ps. 81:10).
4. “He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; 

when he shall hear it, he will answer thee” (Isa. 30:19).
5. Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given you” (Matt. 7:7).
6. “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great  

and mighty things, which thou knowest not” ( Jer. 33:3).
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News  &  Announcements
Obituary

ROeLOFs, henry D., aged 64, of Ada, Michigan, 
passed away on Thursday, January 17, 2013. He 
is survived by his wife, Trudy; Children—Larry 
(Jolayne), Daniel (Michelle), David (Karrie), Beth 
(Ben) Engelsma, Jon (Carolyn), Henry (Kristel), 
Nathan (Brooke), Deborah (Ben) Kamp, Stephanie 
(Steven) Vlietstra, and Joseph; Siblings—Agnes 
Fish, John (Sally), Daniel (Sharon), and Lynn (Jay) 
Mol. Also surviving are 31 grandchildren, and many 
extended family and friends. (Rev. J. B.  Zippro, 
psalm 65:3, John 1:43–44).

Teachers Needed
HERITAGE REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL. 
We are looking for a K–6 teacher for the 2013–
2014 school year. Applicants can send cover 
letter and resumé to Calvin Zomer, 3121 Dove 
Ave. Rock Valley, Iowa 51247. Applicants can 
also visit the school website at www.heritagere-
formedschool.com.

The Board of OxFORD REFORMED CHRIS-
TIAN SCHOOL invites applications for a part-
time High School Special Education Teacher for 
the 2013/2014 school year.

O.R.C.S. is a parent-run school serving the 
needs of several local Reformed communities 
and has been operating for eight years. We have 
been blessed with a new facility located in Mt. 
Elgin, a rural village in South-western Ontario. 
Our present enrollment is 220 students and we 
offer Kindergarten to grade 12. We have need 
for a part-time Special Ed. Teacher to work in 
our high school. Applicants should have a teach-
ing degree, and high-school teaching experience 
would be an asset. Courses relating to Special 
Ed. would be helpful, but O.R.C.S. would be 
willing to provide training opportunities.

Applications must include a resumé, statement 
of faith, philosophy of Christian education, and 
references. promptly send to: Oxford Reformed 
Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (princi-
pal), pO Box 87, 333182 plank Line, Mt. Elgin, ON  
N0J 1N0, or email: principal@orcschool.ca.

pROVIDENCE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites 
applications for the positions of principal, Elemen-
tary Teachers, Junior High Teachers, and Senior 
High Teachers for the 2013–2014 school year.

providence Christian School is situated in a 

beautiful, southern Alberta rural community, min-
utes from Lethbridge. pCS has grades K–12 with 
100 students and 17 staff members. We are also 
looking into expanding our current building. We 
offer a four-day school week; competitive salaries/
benefits; a growing, committed school commu-
nity; and a dedicated team of teaching staff.

The full-time principal position that we are 
looking to fill may include some classroom teach-
ing. Experience as an administrator is desired, as 
well as the ability to communicate with parents and 
the providence Christian School Society Board.

We encourage qualified teachers/adminis-
trators who submit to God’s Holy Word and 
the Reformed confessions, and are committed to 
educating children and youth in the Reformed 
Christian perspective to apply. please send 
your resumé, references, statement of faith, 
and philosophy of Christian education to: Mr. 
Rob Kleen, Board Chair, providence Christian 
School, Box 240, Monarch, AB  T0L 1M0. For 
more information, e-mail: rmkleen@hotmail.
com; www.pcsmonarch.com; phone: 403-381-
4418 (school), 403-553-0302 (home).

pastor Michael Fintelman faithfully served the Hull, Iowa HRC congre-
gation for more than seven years. Due to accepting the Lord’s call to the 
congregation of plymouth, Wisconsin, pastor Fintelman preached his 
farewell sermon for us on December 9, 2012.

His message was based on 2 Timothy 1–2:1 with the theme being 
“paul’s Farewell Exhortations.” After reviewing God’s goodness to the 
congregation of Hull in the past seven years and reflecting on the bonds of 
love experienced between pastor and congregation, pastor reminded us that 
the same God who has helped us in the past will do so in the future also. 
His farewell (and post-communion) message focused on five exhortations.

1. paul begins this chapter by commending the grace of the Father and the 
Son to Timothy and to us (1 Tim. 1:2). How we need the grace, mercy, 
and peace of God! Sin has made us poor, but what a blessing to know 
God’s desperately needed grace in our souls! pastor reminded believers 
to live lives that would cause unbelievers to see their great need and to be 
jealous of the grace of God.

The mercy of God is His lovingkindness toward the miserable. We have 
demerited God’s blessings, but God for Christ’s sake, has mercifully shown 
us grace. As paul commends Timothy to God’s mercy, so pastor commends 
the congregation of Hull. May we feel, as guilty ones, that we don’t deserve 
His sovereign, gracious mercy. May His mercy break our hearts.

The peace of God is not known apart from the prince of peace. What 
a wonder when we know that undeserved peace of God that flows like a 
river through our souls!

2. paul is filled with tears of joy when he sees Timothy’s faith (1 Tim. 
1:4–5). How beautiful it is to see God’s grace in our families from gen-
eration to generation also (3 John 4). When we keep the commandments 
in faith the Lord is pleased to bless generationally (Ex. 20:6). To have 
this blessing, we must study and obey His law and pray for His blessing.

3. Do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord (1 Tim. 1:8). pas-
tor exhorted us to never be ashamed of the gospel. He urged us to never 
be ashamed of saying the Bible is our life line, of saying we follow Jesus 
Christ. Instead, we are to share the gospel with people we meet. We 
should not be ashamed to keep His testimonies with delight. How we 
need to pray to be kept to the end!

4. “Hold fast the form of sound words,” that is, Bible teaching, “which is in 
Christ Jesus.” pastor reminded us how only that which is grounded in Jesus 
Christ and His work will last! He stressed that we are never to do this in our 
own strength, but to keep it by the power of the Holy Spirit (1 Tim. 1:14).

5. “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1). pastor’s final 
point encouraged us to not be strong in our own opinion, will, and rights, 
but in Jesus Christ. We often live in the land of unbelief. How we need the 
strength of Christ! One last time, he exhorted unbelievers to stop relying 
on their own strength and to trust in the Lord’s strong arm.

pastor Fintelman’s parting words were, “Hull, hear the word of the Lord 
in Jude 24–25: ‘Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to 
the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen.’”

Following the sermon, Elder John Zomer addressed pastor on behalf 
of the congregation and consistory. He thanked pastor for his dedicated 
ministry to us, for being a faithful and caring shepherd in preaching, 
administering the sacraments, and, like paul, visiting and teaching the 
congregation from house to house. We thank and praise God for the 
many who came to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ during 
pastor’s ministry here. In acknowledging the blessing pastor was to us, 
we can echo the words of paul in philippians 1:3, “I thank my God upon 
every remembrance of you…” and as he continues in verse 5, “…for your 
fellowship in the gospel….”

After thanking Nellie Fintelman for faithfully supporting and gra-
ciously sharing her dear husband with us, Elder Zomer thanked pastor 
and Mrs. Fintelman for showing Christian character in their walk of life 
as an example to the rest of us.

We commend pastor and Nellie to the Lord and His care: “Finally 
brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace, and the God of love and peace shall be with you” (2 Cor. 13:11). 
We closed with singing psalter 7. —Elder Doug post

Rev. Michael Fintelman, 1305 Millersville Ave.  
Howards Grove, WI 53083; mikefint@juno.com; 920-550-7005

Paul’s Farewell Exhortations: Pastor Michael Fintelman bids Hull Farewell
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In Memoriam: Dr. James Grier
I have lost one of my very best friends 
on earth in the passing on of Dr. James 
Grier. I first met him through our 
mutual speaking opportunities at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle in London 
(often called, “Spurgeon’s church”), 
some fifteen years ago. We became 
great friends in Christ. I soon realized 
that my “old pilgrim” friend, as he liked 
to call himself, contained a storehouse 
of knowledge, both theologically and 
spiritually as well as practically in 

terms of running a seminary, since he served as vice-president of Grand 
Rapids Theological Seminary for many years.

In response to our invitation, Dr. Grier soon began teaching various 
courses at puritan Reformed Theological Seminary (pRTS), including 
Apologetics, philosophical Ethics, and Critical Thinking for Ministry. 
I sat in on all of his classes the first time around, and was captivated by 
his teaching. I don’t say this lightly, but I believe he is one of the two 
best professors I have ever sat under in my life. His clarity of thought, 
his command of complex subjects and vocabulary, his humble demeanor 
and spirituality, his freedom to confess his own shortcomings, were all 
simply astonishing. He was a born teacher, a disciplined teacher, a loving 
teacher, and above all, a perpetual student. He read two or three books a 
week. Only ten days before he died, while under hospice care at Trillium 
Woods, he told me that he was working his way through A Puritan Theol-
ogy (a 1,000 page book), and that he was hoping he could finish it before 
he died! How this reminded me of paul who called for his parchments 
and books at the very end of his life (2 Tim. 4:13).

Dr. Grier also played a huge role in pRTS. He has been a great mentor 
for me. Soon after I met him, he became my first “go-to” person for advice 
on many issues that surfaced at pRTS. He patiently and wisely answered 
all my questions over the last fifteen years, always lovingly pushing me to 
strive for greater excellence in our seminary—including persuading me of 
the importance of pursuing ATS accreditation and helping us get started 
in this lengthy process. He never complained that I called too much or 
talked too long. He had one of the biggest servant hearts of any Christian 
I have ever met. We met together for lunch often. We talked together, 
brainstormed together, and at times wept together. This past year, he finally 
felt his declining health was compelling him to resign from our Scholarship 
Committee, which he faithfully served for ten years. At that meeting, he 
got tears in his eyes when he said to us, “Brothers, I trust you realize that 
the hand of God is on this place.” This dear brother loved our seminary and 
everyone here at the seminary loved him. Our seminary community and I 
myself owe far more to our old pilgrim friend and the grace of God in him 
than we can put into words.

Being a people person, Dr. Grier loved to preach and teach. But he hated 
to write. I once talked him into writing a chapter for one of my books, but 
it became such a burden for him that I never dared to ask him again. A few 
months ago I took him out to lunch, and asked him if Reformation Heritage 
Books could work on putting some of his sermons and lectures into print 
after his death. He was deeply humbled and moved by that request; for the 
next hour, he let me know those items that he thought he had lectured on 
that would be worthy of being turned into a book. I treasure the notes that 
I took at that lunch and in due time hope to act upon his desires.

The aroma of Christ exuded from this dear brother. Allow me to men-
tion only one example. My last two visits with Dr. Grier in the last month 
were unforgettable. When we spoke together of the great Bridegroom and 
the perfect marriage to come, his weary face would break out into a full 
smile and his eyes would light up, and his voice would quiver with joy as 
he contemplated being with Christ forever. When I lifted him up in prayer 

about the eternal abode of the redeemed, he could not restrain himself, and 
broke out with holy joy in the midst of the prayer. I said to my wife after 
that visit, “This is a visit we will never forget as long as we live.”

We pray for Jim’s dear Shirley that God will fill the huge empty place in 
her own life with His fatherly presence, and we long for the day when we 
will meet our brother, infirmity-free and sin-free, in Immanuel’s land, and 
behold our Savior face to face, no more through a glass darkly. “Lord, fill us 
with holy jealousy that that experience is now his!”

On behalf of pRTS, Joel R. Beeke

Obituary
pilgrim James arrived at The Celestial City on January 9, 2013. He was born in 
Staten Island, NY to James Murray and Mary Helen (Hannah) Grier. While Jim 
was growing up, his father pastored at South Baptist Church of Tottenville/Staten 
Island, NY. He earned his B.Th. from Baptist Bible College, M.Div. from Grace 
Theological Seminary, Th.M. from Westminster Theological Seminary, and Th.D. 
from Grace Theological Seminary. Dr. Grier taught and preached extensively 
across the United States, in Canada, Hungary, the United Kingdom, and Zambia, 
pastored two congregations, served for 16 years as Executive Vice president and 
Academic Dean at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary of Cornerstone University, 
was Chairman of the Evangelical Seminary Dean’s Council (ESDC) 1993–1998, 
consulted pastors for more than 50 years while advising numerous hospital boards 
on medical ethics, was a highly sought after conference speaker on philosophical 
theology and Christian worldview across the globe, and was the distinguished pro-
fessor of philosophical Theology at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary (GRTS) 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. His publications include: The Relation of the Law to 
Christ, Demonstrating Truth in Our Lives, Doing Theology in the Context of Church 
Ministry, and Calvinistic Philosophy. Before coming to Grand Rapids Theological 
Seminary in 1982, he taught at Cedarville College (now Cedarville University) as a 
professor of philosophy (1969–1982) and served administratively in various roles. 
Beyond GRTS and Cedarville College, Dr. Grier had been a visiting or adjunct 
professor at Asia Biblical Theological Seminary, puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary, and London Reformed Baptist Seminary. Since 1978, he had been an 
Adjunct professor at Grace Theological Seminary while holding a similar position 
since 1984 at Evangelical Baptist Seminary of Quebec. He also served two years 
as the Acting Academic Dean of Grand Rapids Baptist College (Cornerstone 
University) from 1985–1986. His very first and final sermons were in the church 
that his father served for 47 years in Tottenville/Staten Island, NY. His various 
professional memberships were The Evangelical Theological Society (ETS) and 
the Evangelical philosophical Society. His philanthropic endeavors included work 
at Home of Hope and Blodgett Hospital. Jim is survived by his wife of 58 years, 
Shirley (Stewart) Grier whom he married on July 30, 1954, his son and his son’s 
wife, Dr. Kevin Blaine Grier and Dr. Robin Grier; and his sister, Joyce Elizabeth 
Grier, as well as several cousins, nieces and nephews.

Women’s Conference
The women of the Jordan HRC extend a warm invitation to all ladies to 
attend the Women’s HRC Conference to be held, D.V., Tuesday, April 
23, 2013 at the Jordan Heritage Reformed Church, 4171 15th Street, 
Jordan Station, Ontario. The theme “Heart and Hands for God’s Glory” 
will be highlighted by speakers Kara Dedert, mother of four precious 
children, and Gail MacLaurin, Executive Director of Elisha House preg-
nancy and Family Support Centre in Niagara. Registration and coffee 
commence at 9:30 a.m.; a hot lunch will be provided. Cost (estimated at 
$25 US or Canadian funds) can be paid on arrival. please register before 
April 12 with Johanna DenHertog at hrcjwomensconference@gmail.
com or (905) 228-0619. We look forward to seeing many of you there!

Heritage Spring Retreat
Mark your calendars. The 5th annual Heritage Spring Retreat will be held 
Monday, May 20 through Thursday, May 23, 2013, the Lord willing. The 
location will again be the Circle-Square Ranch near Brantford, Ontario. 
please watch for details and check www.heritageretreat.ca for updates. Top-
ics will center on the theme Striving to be Holy in Our Daily Life. We look 
forward to seeing you in May for, what we trust and pray, will be a spiritually 
profitable time.    — Heritage Spring Retreat Organizing Committee
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Conference Ministry 
From a friend in Singapore:

As I ref lected on the past year, I realized that I have 
been inf luenced and helped most in my walk with 
Christ by the pRTS Conference on the Beauty and 
Glory of Christ, in particular, the sermons: “He is 
altogether lovely” and “Goodwin on Christ’s Beautiful 
Heart”—after which I immediately devoured the book, 
which comforted me much.

I spent the beginning of the year struggling with 
understanding how Christ might love a sinner like me. 
I often sang, “prone to wander, Lord, I feel it. prone to 
leave the God I love.”

And so the two talks came at a very apt time. I’ve 
listened to both of them many times and am still being 
refreshed and learning much from them.

I give thanks to the Lord for your and your col-
leagues’ work, specifically in puritan studies. It has 
been a great privilege for me, from across the globe, 
that the Lord has seen fit to use your international 
ministry to guide me to knowing Him better. May 
the Lord continue to fan the passion for the gospel 
and His Son that He has given all of you, to give you 
the strength and courage to persevere in this, for the 
salvation of His church and the glory of His name.

Thus, I write this to encourage you and just to say, 
thanks!

From  Our  Mailbox
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Pastoral Call
Rev. David Lipsy, pastor of Grace Reformed Christian Church (HRC) of 
Harrison, Arkansas, accepted a pastoral call from the Burgessville HRC.

Birth Announcement
Rev. & Mrs. Don & Jodi Overbeek, together with their four daughters, 
are rejoicing in the birth of their first son, Seth Alexander. Given Jodi’s 
serious surgery only days after they were married, we truly marvel with 
them at the amazing goodness of God! Who would have thought at that 
time that God would give them a quiver full of children? Dear brother 
and sister, we rejoice with you and our prayers are that all five of your 
children may know the Lord in truth!

Announcement of Upcoming Meetings
The Lord willing, the Office-bearers’ Conference, Synod prayer Service, 
Theological Seminary Committee, and Synod meetings will be held on 
April 10–12, 2013 in Chilliwack, British Columbia.

The prayer Service will be held at the Chilliwack HRC church facility 
(Cooke’s presbyterian at 45825 Wellington Avenue, Chilliwack).

All meetings will be held at the FRC church at 45471 Yale Road, 
Chilliwack.

Wednesday, April 10, 1:30–4:00 p.m.
Office-bearers’ Conference

Free Reformed Church
All HRC and FRC pastors, elders, and deacons (current and previous) 
are invited. The Lord willing, our guest speaker will be Rev. Daniel 
Hyde, B.A., M.Div. (Westminster California), Th.M. (pRTS), URC 
outreach pastor and church planter from Oceanside, California. He 
will address the conference on the subject of church planting and 
outreach work with an emphasis on practical guidance. Following his 
presentation and a coffee break/fellowship time, some HRC pastors 
will join pastor Hyde in a follow-up panel discussion on this subject.

Wednesday, April 10, 7:30 p.m.
Synod Prayer Service

Heritage Reformed Church (Cooke’s Presbyterian)
The Synod prayer Service will be led by Rev. David Lipsy.

Thursday, April 11, 8:00 a.m.
Theological Seminary Committee Meeting

Free Reformed Church
This committee will meet to interview applicants and discuss prog-
ress of our HRC student, future seminary plans, ATS accredita-
tion progress, proposed changes to this committee’s structure and 
mandate, and other business.

Men who believe they are being called to the ministry of the gos-
pel and desire to be admitted into the puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary should contact either the president, Mr. James Beeke (jim-
beeke@shaw.ca) or the secretary, Rev. Don Overbeek (overbeek610@
rogers.com) of the Theological Seminary Committee, or the president 
of your own consistory for further information on the procedures and 
requirements in order to obtain a consistory attest.

Friday, April 12, 8:00 a.m.
Synod Meeting

Free Reformed Church
Consistories and Synod-appointed committees are reminded that 
all material for Synod should be forwarded to Rev. Don Overbeek 
(overbeek610@rogers.com) as soon as possible for distribution to 
consistories.

For accommodations and travel arrangements assistance, please contact 
Corney Les at cles@shaw.ca or 604.795.6938. All this planning, the Lord 
willing. We pray and look to our gracious God for His blessings of love, 
wisdom, and guidance.

Hrc Youth Camp 2013
ServantS and LeaderS: 

Finding Your PLace in LiFe

Dear young friends, each one of us is called in some measure to be 
servants and leaders in personal life, in school, in social situations, in 
relationships and family life, in the workplace, in the church, on social 
media, and in the public square. For some of you this will mean formal 
leadership and service roles in society, and for others it will relate to 
more informal leadership and service as you go about your daily lives. 
Serving and leading is difficult, especially for younger people because 
you live in a world of blurred roles, peer pressure, and uncertain 
direction. How do you navigate through that world? Are you serv-
ing the world or Christ? Are you led by others or led by Christ? Do 
you lead others away from Christ or to Christ? Do you seek to serve 
Christ and others where God has placed you or do you only want to 
be served? What is your foundation for serving and leading? Who is 
your example and empowerment for serving and leading?

These important questions and more hope to be answered from both 
an evangelistic and practical standpoint at Youth Camp 2013. Camp 
will be held from July 9–12 (Tuesday–Friday) at Camp Michawana 
in Hastings, Michigan. Registration forms will be available in April 
2013. If you have questions, please contact Tim and Brenda pols at 
(616) 536-2171 or Dirk and Kristi Spaans at (616) 363-1511. We hope 
you will join us in July!



National News
AboRtion in AmeRiCA
Forty years ago, abortion became legal in the United States through 
the infamous Supreme Court decision of Roe V. Wade. Since then, 
there have been more than 50 million abortions! However, abortions 
have been on the decline through various efforts by pro-life groups and 
sympathetic state legislatures. Some results:

•	The	number	 of	 abortion	providers	 nationwide	 shrank	 from	2,908	 in	
1982 to 1,793 in 2008. “Getting an abortion in America is, in some 
places, harder today than at any point since it became constitutionally 
protected…,” says Time.

•	Today,	 four	 states	 have	 only	 one	 surgical	 abortion	 clinic	 (Arkansas,	
North Dakota, Mississippi, and South Dakota).

•	Thirteen	states	have	less	than	one	abortion	provider	per	100,000	women	
ages 15–44.

•	In	2011	alone,	ninety-two	abortion-restricting	provisions	were	passed	
by state legislatures.

•	However,	nearly	one	in	three	American	women	will	have	an	abortion	
by age 45.

•	Some	90%	of	abortions	occur	in	the	first	trimester	of	pregnancy.

•	Gallup	Poll	 data	 shows	 that	 79%	 of	 pro-choice	Americans	 believe	
abortion should be illegal in the third trimester of pregnancy, and that 
60% support 24-hour waiting periods and parental consent for minors.

•	“A	smaller	number	of	doctors	are	willing	to	perform	abortions,	which	
has likely contributed to a fairly steady drop in the overall abortion 
rate, from about 30 per 1,000 women ages 15 to 44 in 1981 to about 
20 per 1,000 in 2008.”

(Condensed from an article by Kate pickert in Time magazine)

obAmA RejeCts ‘ill-Advised’ ConsCienCe  
PRoteCtions FoR militARy CHAPlAins
president Barack Obama has signed the $633 billion defense bill into 
law, but has criticized one of its provisions protecting conscience rights.

The provision exempts chaplains from ceremonies that they oppose 
based on their faith, such as same-sex marriages. It also says the military 
cannot punish chaplains or other service members for their religious 
beliefs and must accommodate them unless the individual’s speech or 
actions threaten good order and discipline.

In a signed statement, Obama called the conscience provision 
“unnecessary and ill-advised” and said his administration remains com-
mitted “to protecting the rights of gay and lesbian service members.”

Here is the president’s full statement:

Section 533 is an unnecessary and ill-advised provision, as the 
military already appropriately protects the freedom of conscience 
of chaplains and service members. The Secretary of Defense will 
ensure that the implementing regulations do not permit or condone 
discriminatory actions that compromise good order and discipline 
or otherwise violate military codes of conduct. My administration 
remains fully committed to continuing the successful implementation 
of the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, and to protecting the rights 
of gay and lesbian service members; Section 533 will not alter that.

The Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty responded that “the presi-
dent is not at liberty to disregard the law” he signed. “Chaplains should 
be able to stand by their faith traditions and honor their commitments to 
God’s Word,” said Alliance executive director Ron Crews. (OneNewsNow)

International News
CHuRCH oF englAnd ends bAn on gAy men As bisHoPs
Wading once more into an issue that has caused angry divisions among 
Anglicans around the world, the Church of England said that gay 
clergymen in civil partnerships could become bishops as long as they 
vow to remain celibate.

“The House has confirmed that clergy in civil partnerships, and liv-
ing in accordance with the teaching of the church on human sexuality, 
can be considered as candidates for the episcopate,” or the office of 
bishop, Bishop Graham James of Norwich said in a statement.

The issue has been simmering in England for years, most pub-
licly in 2003, when the Rev. Jeffrey John, a Church of England priest 
who was in a long-term relationship with another male priest, was 
appointed Bishop of Reading. Though the pair said they were celibate, 
the appointment provoked fury here and abroad, and Mr. John was 
pressed to step down. He subsequently became the Dean of St. Albans 
and, in 2007, entered into a civil partnership with his companion, the 
Rev. Grant Holmes. (Zionica)

Focus on Christianity
•	Anglican/Episcopal—There	 are	 40	

churches in the Anglican Com-
munion, including the Episcopal 
Church in the United States, the 
Scottish Episcopal Church, the 
Church in Wales, and the Church 
of Ireland. Anglican churches are 
primarily located in the United 
Kingdom, Europe, the United 
States, Canada, Africa, Australia, and 
New Zealand.

•	Assembly	of	God—There	are	approximately	
12,100 AG churches in the United States and 
some 236,022 churches and outstations in 
191 other countries. Brazil has the largest 
number of Assemblies of God churches, 
with more than 8 million members. 

•	Baptist—More	than	75%	of	all	Baptists	(33	million)	live	in	America.	
216,000 live in Britain, 850,000 live in South America, and 230,000 
in Central America. In the former USSR, Baptists comprise the largest 
protestant denomination.

•	Lutheran—According	to	the	Lutheran	World	Federation,	36	million	
Lutherans live in Europe, 13 million in Africa, 8.4 million in North 
America, 7.3 million in Asia, and 1.1 million in Latin America.

•	Methodist—Of	the	11	million	worldwide	members,	more	than	8	mil-
lion live in the United States, and more than 2.4 million live in Africa, 
Asia, and Europe. 

•	Presbyterian—Presbyterian	 or	 Reformed	 churches	 are	 found	 pre-
dominantly in the United States, England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, 
Korea, the Netherlands, Brazil, and South Africa. 

•	Roman	 Catholic—Roman	 Catholicism	 is	 the	 largest	 worldwide	
denomination. It is the majority religion of Italy, Spain, and nearly 
all Latin American countries. In America, it encompasses about 25 
percent of the population.

(Mary Fairchild, About.com Guide)

JOhn GOudzWAArd
Christian  World  View

90 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth MARCH 2013



Relationships shape who we are and what we become. 
Our choice of friends often ref lects important things 
about our values, our desires, and our character. The 
most important relationship that we can engage in 
during our lifetime, besides a relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is a relationship with a spouse. 
Some are called to a life of singleness in serving the 
Lord, and we will address that in the future, but now 
we want to address marriage and the reasons for it.

The world’s philosophy increasingly devalues mar-
riage. Marriage is seen as restrictive, limiting a person’s 
freedom. Marriage has been pushed back to a later age 
for a variety of reasons, whether it is education, finan-
cial stability, immaturity, or the desire to live for one’s 
self until ready to commit to marriage. How must we 
respond to that as Christian young people?

First of all, we need to recognize that marriage 
is God’s provision to fill a need for companionship 
between a man and a woman. A stable relationship 
within the covenant and commitment of marriage fills 
the need for what we read in Genesis 2:18, where God 
says, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will 
make him an help meet for him.” In response to this 
aloneness, God would create a helper that would per-
fectly complement Adam at every level—spiritually, 
emotionally, and physically. This also ought to guide 
you in the search for a spouse. Though you will never 
find the perfect spouse, look for a spouse who will com-
plement you spiritually, emotionally, and physically.

Second, there are other practical aspects of mar-
riage to consider in contrast to our culture’s view of 
marriage. The ages of 18–35 are considered the prime 
years for young adults. These are the years of energy, 
zeal, and strength. In His wisdom, God has also cre-
ated us to become fathers and mothers during these 
years. When we put off marriage, we could very well 
be missing an opportunity to bear children and open-
ing ourselves up to a host of different temptations. 
These are not years to live selfishly but self lessly 
within marriage and the building of a family.

Rev. MaRk keldeRMan &  
Rev. MaaRten kuivenhoven

Corner for Teens
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Third, and most importantly, marriage also teaches basic truths 
of the gospel. Marriage is a revelation of what lives within your 
heart. If you want to learn more about yourself, marriage is one way 
to find out! The covenant of marriage binds two sinners together, 
destroying the myth of the perfect spouse. The covenant of mar-
riage also represents a convicting and yet comforting truth of the 
love of Christ. Marriage models the relationship that Christ has 
with His church. He sacrificed Himself for her. He was wholly 
committed to His church from eternity. He displays His love 
through the judgment of the cross. And the church submits to 
Christ as a response to that love. This is what marriage is to ref lect. 

According to Ephesians 5, the husband is called to love his wife 
sacrificially and demonstrate the love of Christ to his wife. If the 
husband does that well by the grace of God, the wife will have no 
problem submitting to her husband. Marriage then becomes an 
opportunity, if we love the Lord, to reflect that love to our spouse 
and be an example of Christ’s love to the world. This also high-
lights that marriage is difficult and hard work. Two sinners come 
together, but by God’s grace, we can also see the glory of marriage 
in reflecting the love of Christ to one another. In marriage, then, 
we also come to experience something of the love of God even as 
we express our love to one another.

So how do you look for a spouse? pray, first of all. perhaps 
you are already praying for a godly spouse, but remember first to 
pray that God would make you a godly spouse—and then pray for 
a godly spouse. Second, use healthy means to meet other godly 
young people who have similar spiritual convictions. But don’t 
make a hasty choice just for the sake of being married. Third, ask 
your parents, godly and mature friends, and your pastor for advice. 

If you are in a relationship already, consider what brought you 
together. Are you seeking to establish this relationship for marriage 
upon Christ? 

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heri-
tage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral 
student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email 
either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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There was never a prince so royal, 
So worthy of  deathless fame; 
There was never a friend so loyal, 
Such an ocean of  love in a name! 
There were never such springs of  sweetness, 
Such streams of  ineffable bliss, 
Such powers of  holy meetness 
As welled in that heart of  His.

Ever busy His hands with kindness, 
His lips overflowed with grace, 
While His feet were impelled to mercy, 
Love immortal illumined His face. 
And yet never a fiend did fathom 
Such depth of  derision and shame, 
And never the vilest traitor 
Did bear such a burden of  blame.

There were never such floods of  sorrow, 
Such grief  as the Savior braved, 
As were brimming His cup on Calvary, 
When He drained it that we might be saved. 
O, was ever a heart so hardened, 
And can such ingratitude be, 
That one for whom Jesus suffered 
Will say, It is nothing to me?

O grace of  God, so boundless! 
O love of  Christ, so true! 
Has sin your soul so blinded, 
That Jesus is nothing to you?

— THOmAS SHIELDS


