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MEDITATION  |  REV. DON OVERBEEK

Extreme Suffering
Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul. 
I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come 
into deep waters, where the floods overflow me. I am 
weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while 
I wait for my God. —Psalm 69:1–3

The images depicted in the first three verses of Psalm 
69 set forth a picture of the highest degree of suf-
fering. These words are ultimately applicable to the 
suffering Jesus underwent as He approached and 
endured the cross. 

Our commemoration of Good Friday should lead 
us to consider our extreme need that demanded of 
Christ such extreme suffering. It also must provoke 
us to wonder that such extreme suffering would be 
willingly endured by our Lord, thereby displaying His 
unfathomable love toward His people.

It is easy for us to downplay or even excuse our 
sin. But the consequence of minimizing our sin is 
the minimization of the suffering and payment that 
Christ made for the sins of His people. Good Fri-
day will appear less “good” when we think ourselves 
better than we are. So the words of verses 1–3 show 
the ultimate consequences of our sins, the experience 
of being alienated from God, of not finding home 
or help here, but continually being subjected to dis-
placement, suffering, and doom. Our sin is wretched 
because it has crumbled our spiritual standing; it has 
plunged all of creation into despair with no hope of 
relief in ourselves. 

The wonder of Good Friday is that Christ endured 
the extreme suffering for His people! Our verses pre-
vent us from parsing this suffering into more basic 
or more understandable parts. Each picture gives a 
comprehensive view of extreme suffering. When we 
attempt to break down the suffering of the Substitute 
into smaller pieces in order to better understand it, we 

are subtly led to think we can understand it, when it 
is far beyond our understanding! Could someone who 
is sinking analyze each physical and scientific cause 
for his sinking? No, they just know they are sinking! 
They are looking for something solid on which they 
can stand! The suffering of Christ as a whole is the 
entire provision for a desperate, helpless sinner. It is 
all that is needed. Without it we completely perish! 

Here also we see divine love at work as God has 
provided a Substitute and sets Him before us. Every 
one of these statements where the divine “I” sets forth 
His experience should serve to draw us to Him. He is 
lovingly obedient to God His Father. He is lovingly 
enduring extreme suffering for His people. Too often 
believers think they are sinking deeper than the love 
of God could reach. Or we lose the bearing of the 
love of God when we are turned upside down in the 
f loods of our lives. Or weariness and repeated failure 
threaten the f lickering f lame of God’s love within 
His children. Yet, here is the clearest demonstration 
of God’s love: Christ is the “I,” the substitute for  
His people. 

Don’t fall prey to the relentless demand to always 
look put together, to be presentable and well com-
posed. Good Friday sets before us One who sunk 
to the deepest hell so He could save us when we are 
sinking. Don’t think you need to always have your 
bearings, everything laid out, your plans moving for-
ward. Good Friday is “good” for those wondering 
which way is forward, who look to Christ for direc-
tion and motivation. Don’t think tears are foreign to 
God’s children—Christ grew weary of his crying. 
May Christ’s tears soothe yours, for from His parched 
throat sounds the message, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matt. 11:28).

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation 
in Bradford, Ontario.
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Why the Resurrection Matters 
Many people deny the reality of the resurrection, either intel-
lectually, spiritually, or practically. Why does the resurrection 
matter? 1 Corinthians 15:12–20 gives five clear reasons why 
the resurrection matters.

It matters for preaching. Verse 12 says, “Now if Christ be 
preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among 
you that there is no resurrection of the dead?” Belief in the 
resurrection affects the content of preaching. The risen Christ 
is the center of true preaching. If Christ is not risen, then the 
content of the preaching will change and the message of the 
gospel will be distorted. The gospel message must contain a 
crucified and risen Christ, otherwise there would be no life 
for dead sinners. 

The resurrection matters for the power and efficacy of 
preaching. Paul says in verse 14, “And if Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain.” Without a risen Christ, our 
preaching is empty and void of life-giving power. It is the 
life and power of the risen Christ that sustains preaching and 
transforms the listener. 

Belief in the resurrection affects the veracity of preaching. 
Paul draws this out in verse 15, “Yea, and we are found false 
witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he 
raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the 
dead rise not.” Denying the resurrection would render the 
apostolic witness to the resurrection null and void and would 
make God a liar. 

It matters for faith. Christ’s resurrection is vital for the 
vibrancy of faith. Paul draws this conclusion from verse 
14, “And if Christ be not risen…your faith is also vain.” 
A believer who denies the resurrection is an oxymoron. A 
believer is one who believes that the resurrection of Christ is 
vital to the life of faith in the soul. Faith in a living Savior is 
a vital, living faith! Because Christ is risen, there is a secure 
and living object of faith (Rom. 10:9). 

The resurrection also matters for the content of faith. In 
verses 13 and 16 Paul repeats the same truth, “But if there 
be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen.” If 
you deny the physical resurrection, then you cannot say that 
Christ is risen. If you deny one aspect of the resurrection, you 
necessarily deny the other.

 
It matters for forgiveness. Paul writes in verse 17, “And if 
Christ be not raised…ye are yet in your sins.” If you deny the 
reality of the complete resurrection of Christ and of believers, 
you stand in real danger of denying the forgiveness of sins. 

How is the forgiveness of sins linked to the resurrection? If 
Christ had not been raised, He would still be under the power 
of death and sin. The grave would be closed with Christ 
bound inside and no life to offer for the death of sin. But He 
was raised again for our justification (Rom. 4:25). Hallelujah, 
He is risen! He is risen in order to justify sinners!

It matters for dying. An affirmation or denial of the res-
urrection impacts how we view death and the afterlife for 
ourselves and our loved ones. Paul writes in verse 18, “Then 
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” This 
statement is staggering. If you deny or doubt the resurrection, 
then those for whom Christ died are utterly destroyed. They 
face destruction at death and nothing more. If you deny the 
resurrection, you deny the power of Christ to deliver His 
people, body and soul, from the power of death and into the 
hope of eternal life. 

There is, however, tremendous comfort in believing in the 
resurrected Christ. Paul writes in verse 20, “But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept.” As you face death, believer, know that it is not destruc-
tion of the body and soul. The day will come that you will 
rise again body and soul because Christ is alive body and soul. 

It matters for hope. Faith in the resurrection of Christ 
anchors a believer’s hope that Christ sits in heaven in the 
f lesh. He will come again in the f lesh for His people. But 
a denial of the resurrection of Christ denies this hope. Paul 
describes that restricted hope in verse 19, “If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” 
It is a hope that is bound by time. Even worse, it is also a 
restriction of God’s mercy. It renders a man miserable, liter-
ally, in more need of mercy, in more need of pity because he 
only has a half hope in Christ. 

Conversely, Paul describes the believer’s robust hope in 
verse 20, “But now is Christ risen from the dead” (emphasis 
added). Peter also describes this unshakable hope that every 
believer possesses, “Blessed  be  the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3, emphasis added). He 
is the first fruits. His resurrection guarantees mine. Because 
He lives, I will also live (John 14:19). Hallelujah, Christ is 
risen! His resurrection matters—does it matter to you?

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congrega-
tion of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a PhD candidate at Calvin Theological 
Seminary.

MEDITATION  |  REV . MAARTEN KUIVENHOVEN



REVEALING MORE OF JESUS
The big picture reveals more of Jesus to us. What if I told you 
that I’d found thirty-nine “bonus” Gospels, thirty-nine 
books that not only describe how the world and church were 
prepared for Christ, but are actually full of Christ? Yes, in 
the Old Testament, the Son of God was present and active 
long before His incarnation, revealing Himself to needy 
sinners via prophecies, pictures, precepts, and especially by 
His personal presence.

This is where Christ’s biography differs radically from 
every other biography. When we read about His past in 
the Old Testament we are not just reading about His back-
ground or His ancestors; we are reading about Him. When 
He was encouraging the Pharisees to read the Old Testa-
ment, the reason He gave was, “They…testify of me” (John 
5:39). These books were speaking about Him, telling people 
about Him, drawing people to put faith in Him, even before 
He was born! “Moses…wrote of me,” said Jesus (John 5:46). 
That’s almost 1500 years before Bethlehem! Traveling even 
further back to 2000 BC, Abraham “saw” Christ’s day way 
down the road of faith and rejoiced (John 8:56).

But Christ was not just seen by forward-looking faith. 
He was actually there in the Old Testament and seen with 
human eyes. He frequently came to earth to minister to His 
people as the Angel (or Messenger) of the Lord, a divine 
person who often appeared in human form to bring messages 
of grace and merciful help to needy sinners. Thirty-nine 
bonus Gospels!

TRUSTING IN GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY
The big picture builds confidence in God’s sovereignty. The 
more you see the big, all-encompassing, and unchanging 
redemptive plan of God, the more you will trust in God’s 
sovereignty. When you see that no event was accidental, that 
every event was planned and part of the preparation for the 
Christ, that God has only a Plan A and it’s being perfectly 
accomplished, we can begin to trust Him better with our 
past, our present, and our future. If all I see are discon-
nected fragments, faith fails, especially in trial. But if I see 
that God has every piece in His hand and he knows exactly 
where to put it and when, and that it’s forming a beautiful 
big picture of Christ, that buttresses faith in a God who is 
in total and utter control of the world and of my world.

MAKING SENSE OF OUR STORIES
The big picture helps us make sense of our stories. In Christ-cen-
tered Biblical Counseling, counselor John Henderson corrects 

Reggie who tried to help Maggie’s suffering by quoting scat-
tered Bible verses from here and there. He argues that we 
must always counsel within the grand narrative of Scripture, 
that these individual verses will never make sense to Maggie 
unless she gets The Story behind the verses. He compares 
Reggie’s approach to his own with this illustration: “I’m 
guessing you’re trying to get her downriver to a good place. 
I just can’t figure out how you’ll help her along by standing 
at the banks, drawing out buckets of water, and throwing 
them on her feet. They’re good buckets of water and all, but 
they have no current by themselves. Just like the rest of us, 
Maggie needs to be swept into the river.”1

As Henderson says, everybody has a story that they use 
to explain the world and their world. But “God’s revelation 
is The Story meant to help us see clearly and interpret every-
thing else…. God’s story interprets, confronts, reshapes, and 
even redeems or condemns all our stories.”

When we are swept into God’s Story, God becomes the 
center of the story; and when God is the center of the story, 
it’s much easier to see how every part of my story is con-
nected to His, how everything harmonizes, as Henderson 
again illustrates:

The Word acts like a mass symphony of instruments 
working in harmony and building to something grand, 
more than a phone book of musical soloists up for hire. 
All the stories and poems and letters and oracles and 
wisdom verses of God’s Word, like individual instru-
ments in a great orchestra, serve the whole story. You 
served Mrs. Maggie a beautiful but single note from a 
single instrument in the orchestra. No doubt there are 
solos and duos all around, and each of these comfort 
and convict us in their way and time, but they aren’t 
strumming and blowing on their own. In His time, I 
think the Lord wants us to hear and appreciate the way 
they harmonize.

If you see the big picture, you’ll increasingly hear the beauti-
ful harmony of God’s Story, and you’ll sense your life’s many 
fragments coming together with grand purpose, new unity, 
and comforting cohesiveness.
    

1. All quotes taken from John Henderson, “The Grand Narrative of the 
Bible,” Christ-Centered Biblical Counseling (Eugene, Ore.: Harvest House Pub-
lishers, 2013), 80–81.

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, and a minister in the 
Free Reformed denomination.

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  |  DR . DAVID P . MURRAY

The Big Picture of Jesus (2)
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This is the final of three articles in which Peter Benyola interviews 
our editor on an address he gave in Orlando, Florida, recently about 
ten important fruits of the Reformation.

BENYOLA: One of the touchstones of Puritan teaching is its 
contribution to the church’s doctrine of the Trinity. In what 
specific ways did the Puritans help reorient the church to the 
trinitarian truths of Scripture and the early church creeds?

BEEKE: The Puritan contribution to Christian trinitarian 
theology was manifold. In every case, they took up the basic 
doctrines of the church and developed them to the fullest 
possible extent. So in regard to God the Father, they began 
with His electing love and His almighty power shown in His 
works of creation and providence, proceeded to His promises 
of salvation and life set forth in the covenant of grace and 
sealed with the blood of His incarnate Son, and onward to 
His adoption of believers as children of God and joint heirs 
with Christ of the kingdom of heaven, sealed with the Spirit 
of promise.

With regard to God the Son, they were not the first to 
speak of Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King, but they did 
expound more fully than others the work that Christ has 
done, is doing, and will do in the execution of His three-
fold office, as Mediator of the covenant of grace and the  
only Savior. 

With regard to God the Holy Spirit, they are second to 
none in expounding all aspects of the Spirit’s person and 
work as the Lord and giver of life, and our sanctifier. Much 
of the perceived neglect of the work of the Spirit in the early 
twentieth century was due to the neglect of the great writings 
of the Puritans on this subject.

BENYOLA: The first book of yours that I read was Refor-
mation Heroes. Even though this book is targeted to young 
people, I actually found its format, writing style, and illus-
trations to be an enjoyable, straightforward overview to 

introduce a person of any age to Reformation history. The 
bibliography of the book partially answers this question: to 
what sources do Reformation scholars like you turn for the 
earliest and most reliable accounts of the events, figures, and 
politics of the Reformation period?

BEEKE: That’s a tough question to handle, as there are 
hundreds of sources to use! This would take many hours to 
answer in even a small measure of detail, given the plethora 
of sources consulted. Suffice it to say that there are dozens 
of good sources from the sixteenth through nineteenth cen-
turies, and hundreds, even a few thousand, good sources 
printed in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

BENYOLA: We’ve seen an awakening in this generation that 
may be called a “Modern Reformation.” Besides the inner 
transformation that experiential reading of Scripture brings 
to a Christian, what advice would you give to any young 
person who is passionate about the deeper things of God’s 
Word to use what we learn from solid theological resources, 
but who isn’t necessarily called to vocational ministry?

BEEKE: Indeed, we have seen a re-awakening of interest in 
historic Reformed theology in the English-speaking world, 
and it is now extending into Latin America, the Far East, 
and many other parts of the world. In 1957, the works of 
most of the Reformers and nearly all of the Puritans had long 
since ceased to be reprinted. Those few people who knew 
what to look for, and where, could find forgotten treasure 
only on library shelves, in used book shops, or in private 
collections. Today, so much has been reprinted that readers 
and students need help in choosing from among the many 
options. What cannot be purchased in hard copy is often 
available online. 

Beginners should school themselves first of all in the 
Holy Scriptures. Begin where the Reformers began! Take a 
course in Hebrew or New Testament Greek. A colleague of 
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mine is famous for saying, “The best commentaries on the 
English Bible are the Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek 
New Testament.” Then, use a good study Bible, such as The 
Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible, to help you understand 
the Bible better and to provide good thoughts for personal 
worship. For commentaries, begin with John Calvin, Mat-
thew Henry, and Matthew Poole.

A great help to the right understanding of the Bible’s 
system of doctrine is found in the Reformed Creeds and 
Confessions, and the many expositions of them that have 
been produced. Begin with the Heidelberg Catechism or 
the Westminster Shorter Catechism. Mastery of these basic 
documents will prepare you to read the Reformers and the 
Puritans with greater ease, understanding, and profit.

As for reading about the Puritans, I recommend begin-
ning with Leland Ryken’s Worldly Saints: The Puritans as They 
Really Were, which serves as an overall introduction, and then 
read my Meet the Puritans (with Randall Pederson), which 
provides short biographies on the 150 Puritans that have been 
reprinted since the resurgence of Puritan literature that began 
in the late 1950s. It also offers mini-summaries of each of the 
700 Puritan books reprinted since the late 1950s. And try my 
A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life (with Mark Jones), which 
provides a summary of Puritan teaching in fifty major areas, 
and then shows how the Puritans brought doctrine to bear on 
their thinking, their family life, and their conscience. 

Once you are familiar with the Puritans, you should turn 
to reading the Puritans themselves. You probably want to 
begin with the “Puritan Treasures for Today” books, which 
are short Puritan titles thoroughly edited and modernized, 
so that they are easy to read without sacrificing content. 
From there you could move into reading the easier Puritan 
authors in their original writing, such as Thomas Watson, 
John Bunyan, and John Flavel. Eventually you will be able to 
read the more challenging but richly spiritual Puritans such 
as John Owen and Thomas Goodwin. 

BENYOLA: Looking backward on a half-millennium of 
Reformation, with your understanding of eschatology and 
seeing the trajectory of the kingdom of this world and the 
kingdom of God, what do you predict the next 500 years of 
Reformation will be like? 

BEEKE: Our hope is that Christ will come again to judge 
the quick and the dead, and soon! But if the Lord tarries, we 
expect that the good seed of the Word being scattered far and 
wide by today’s sowers will bear much good fruit in the years 
that lie ahead. We know that the church will endure, under 
the protection of her Lord and Head, and the kingdom of 
God will grow and prevail, according to the promise of God. 
I think of a stanza from the metrical version of Psalm 105:

Jehovah’s truth will stand forever,
His covenant-bonds He will not sever;
The word of grace which He commands
To thousand generations stands;
The covenant made in days of old
With Abraham He doth uphold.

In general, it seems to me that there are two sets of verses 
in the Bible about the end times—one set that seems dis-
couraging and one set that seems encouraging. I believe that 
these texts, when studied together, teach that as we move 
forward, the godly will become more godly and the ungodly 
will become more ungodly. The antithesis between the world 
and the church will grow. In fact, that is taking place even 
now. Over the past thirty years, I have had the opportunity 
to speak at Reformed conferences in several dozen countries 
that have spanned every continent of the globe. My observa-
tion has been that, in most countries, if one returns to do the 
same conference several years later, the attendees have grown 
both quantitatively and qualitatively. Despite the darkness 
hanging over Europe and many other individual countries, 
overall I am optimistic about the future—especially of the 
Reformed faith. I regard myself, therefore, as an “optimistic 
amillennialist.” 

We need to remember the biblical injunction to “put no 
confidence in princes, nor for help on man depend.” The 
unknown future lies entirely in the hands of the sovereign 
God of the Bible. No doubt in ways that would astonish us if 
we knew or could see it now, God will make all things work 
together for the good of His people and the glory of His Son, 
Christ Jesus the King of kings and Lord of lords.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.



Acceptable worship f lows from a true knowledge of God 
and follows His revealed will. Worship is holy service ren-
dered to the Lord, not an occasion adapted to the likes or 
dislikes of would-be worshippers. To recognize the Lord’s 
infinitely august person, His infinitely attractive perfec-
tions, and His infinitely awesome works demand that the 
finite creature bow submissively before His presence. How 
we act in God’s presence is important. God is in heaven, 
and we are on earth. But amazingly while we are on earth, 
the Lord invites us into His presence. Being in the presence 
of God is a privilege that ought to overwhelm us and create 
within us a sense of caution and reverence. As we become 
increasingly conscious that biblical worship brings us into 
the holy presence of God, we must be increasingly cautious 
that we do nothing to offend that holy presence. 

If we truly desire God’s presence, it is imperative that 
we get to the places God has promised to meet with His 
people. At the Tabernacle, the Lord was saying to His 
people, “Here I am.” The Tabernacle was a visible means 
whereby God taught His people how to approach Him. 
The Tabernacle provides a theology of worship. It was 
designed to develop covenant fellowship, to show what 
holiness looked like, and to show the meaning and manner 
of worship. Although the Tabernacle in the wilderness long 
ago disappeared, its lessons in worship remain relevant for 
us today. Even the designations of the Tabernacle and its 
architecture teach important lessons about meeting with 
God and worshipping Him the way He wants us to wor-
ship Him.

LESSONS FROM THE NOMENCLATURE
Many lessons are derived from the names of the Tabernacle. 
The word translated “tabernacle” simply means “the place of 
dwelling” (mishkan). Although it is not a biblical word, we 
often speak of the Shekinah Glory to designate the manifest 
demonstrations of God’s presence, the theophanies associ-
ated with both “tabernacle” and “temple.” For instance, 
at the end of Exodus the cloud covers the tent and the 
“glory of the Lord” fills the Tabernacle (Ex. 40:34–38). To 
label that manifestation the Shekinah Glory is appropriate 
because “shekinah” means “dwelling.” Shekinah and mish-
kan are derived from the same verbal root that means “to 
dwell or to inhabit.” The word “tabernacle,” then, declares 
that God takes up residence with His people. He does not 
simply drop in from time to time; He lives with them. 
The Tabernacle pictured the constant abiding presence of 
God with His people. Certainly God, being omnipresent, 

fills all space immediately, but He dwells with His people 
in a most special and intimate way. That truth has never 
changed, and it never will change. Let’s remember not to 
confuse the object lesson with the reality. God’s presence 
with His people was not literally confined to the Taber-
nacle; it was a visible reminder and declaration that God 
was with them. What the name “Immanuel” declares, the 
Tabernacle illustrated and Christ fulfilled. The key lesson 
here is that God’s special presence is in the place of wor-
ship. That knowledge ought to dictate what happens in 
that special place.

Sometimes the Tabernacle is called the “Tent” (’ohel). As 
a portable structure, it testified to the Lord’s identification 
with His people in their circumstances. They were living in 
tents; He dwelt in a tent. Again, it would be theologically 
ludicrous to conclude that the tent localized or limited His 
presence and ministry to the people. The tent illustrated 
what Isaiah later said concerning the Lord during Israel’s 
wanderings: “In all their aff liction he was aff licted, and the 
angel of his presence saved them” (Isa. 63:9). Christ most 
vividly fulfilled the Tent prophecy as He came in the very 
likeness of sinful f lesh (Rom. 8:3); He is able, therefore, 
because of His personal experience, to be touched with the 
feeling of all our infirmities (Heb. 4:15). That the Temple 
ultimately replaced the Tent testifies to the same truth. The 
people were living in houses; He dwelt in a house. This 
suggests that some aspects of worship are temporally and 
culturally elastic. That is not to say, however, that time, 
culture, or personal preference dictate worship practice; 
rather, it says that God is sensitive to our circumstances, 
and His truth is pragmatically relevant and applicable to 
every circumstance. In other words, the regulative principle 
is intact. 

Two other names of the Tabernacle build on the Tent 
idea: the Tent of Testimony (’ohel ha‘eduth) and the Tent of 
Meeting (’ohel mo‘ed). These underscore particular benefits 
and blessings that derive from God’s dwelling so intimately 
with them. The Tent of Testimony identifies the Taber-
nacle as a place of revelation. God would communicate, 
explain, and reveal Himself at this designated place. All 
of the rituals that occurred at the Tabernacle were points 
that the Lord made in this visible sermon. It prophesies 
Christ who dwelled among men as the perfect and ideal 
Prophet, revealing God in person. The Tent of Meeting 
certainly suggests meeting together in communion and 
fellowship, but it also includes the important idea of meet-
ing by appointment. Meeting with God is not haphazard, 
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casual, or accidental. God sets the terms of meeting; He 
makes the appointment and guarantees His presence at 
those meetings. Follow the statements in Exodus 25–30 
where the Lord says, “There I will meet with thee” (25:22; 
29:42; 30:6), and you will learn three important truths 
concerning where God meets His people. At the ark, God 
meets His people at the place of propitiation. At the altar 
of burnt offering, God meets His people at the place of 
consecration. At the altar of incense, God meets His people 
at the place of prayer. Each of these places finds ultimate 
significance in Christ, the only place sinners can ever meet 
God in peace. These names highlight the function of Scrip-
ture, prayer, preaching, and spiritual communion in the 
place of worship.

The final common designation of the Tabernacle is 
Sanctuary (miqdash), literally “the place of holiness.” The 
core component of holiness is separateness or otherness. 
Although including the notion of separation from sin, the 
concept of holiness goes far beyond that. Interestingly, the 
antonym to holiness in the Old Testament is not that which 
is sinful but that which is common, mundane, or ordinary. 
The Tabernacle was no ordinary tent; it announced its 
distinction from every other place. The Sanctuary declared 
that being in God’s presence is special and that it therefore 
requires reverent caution. There is no barging into God’s 
presence. The Sanctuary stood as witness to the truth 
that although He was near, access to Him was restricted. 
Approaching God requires clean hands and a pure heart 
(Ps. 24:3–4). The Sanctuary declared loudly the need for 
an absolutely clean and pure Mediator who could approach 
the most holy God, taking those He represented with 
Him. That is exactly what Christ did and does. Although 
the Tent transitioned to the Temple, suggesting temporal 
adjustments, the designation “Sanctuary” refers to both 
structures. The fact that the place of worship is a holy place 
overshadows every other notion and precludes any attempt 
to introduce worldly and mundane elements into worship. 
That fact is a key lesson about worship.

LESSONS FROM THE CONFIGURATION
The structure and f loor plan of the Tabernacle impart some 
lessons also. The Tabernacle was divided into three distinct 
sections: the outer court, the holy place, and the most holy 
place. The outer court was under the open sky and acces-
sible to the covenant community. The holy place was veiled 
but lighted, and accessible only to the priests. The Holy 
of Holies (a superlative statement meaning “the most holy 
place”) was completely veiled, dark, and accessible only to 
the high priest, only once a year, and never without blood. 
One of the most important lessons conveyed by the f loor 
plan was the safeguard it provided against confusing the 
object lesson with the reality above and beyond it. Hebrews 
says that by these increasing restrictions, the Holy Spirit 
was “signifying…that the way into the holiest of all was 
not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was 
yet standing: which was a figure for the time then pres-
ent” (Heb. 9:8–9). Any Israelite with the slightest spiritual 
perception would conclude that the Tabernacle economy 
was not working if it was meant to bring people personally 
into the presence of God. But it was not supposed to. This 
was the built-in obsolescence that demanded and increased 
the hope for Christ who by His own blood would enter in 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemp-
tion (Heb. 9:12).

But apart from the important dispensational lesson, the 
structure conveyed a vital lesson about worship. Vividly, the 
f loor plan declared that the closer to God one approaches, 
the greater the restrictions or requirements for holiness. 
The greater the awareness of God’s holiness, the greater 
will be the consciousness of personal unholiness and of the 
need for a perfect Mediator. The greater that awareness, the 
greater will be fearful reverence as worship unfolds.

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and an 
ordained minister in the Heritage Reformed denomination.



And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom 
of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 

—Matthew 11:12

I
The Savior was speaking of John the Baptist when He 
uttered a saying about the kingdom of heaven suffering 
violence, and violent ones taking the kingdom by force 
(Matt. 11:12). We are not accustomed to thinking of 
violence positively, and so when modern commentators 
read of the kingdom “suffering violence,” they think quite 
unhesitatingly that Christ is teaching about some hostile 
force that seeks to do damage to the kingdom of heaven. 

Of course, there has always been hostile pressure 
against the work of God. But Christ in the context of 
Matthew 11 is speaking about the ministry of John in a 
very positive way. The ministry of John the Baptist had 
been a jolt to the nation of Israel. For centuries, it had 
been spiritually slumbering, first under this kingdom, 
then under another kingdom. For four hundred years 
there had been no prophecy, no open vision. But now, with 
John’s soul-awakening preaching, crowds streamed to the 
desert to hear him. His was not a polished or sophisticated 
message meant to earn people’s approval. Instead, John 
preached a hard-hitting message of repentance. “Repent 
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2). 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
This kingdom is not a physical one, but rather the reign of 
God by grace from heaven in the hearts of His people. Once 
we were God’s subjects in Paradise, but because of our 
sin in Adam, we are rebels against God and outside His 
kingdom. The thing we need most is for God to bring 
us back into His kingdom, to work in our hearts by His 
Holy Spirit so that we return to Him and desire Him to 
rule over us again. He does this by His grace, softening 
our hearts and showing us our sin, making us to turn to 
Him in repentance and faith. In this way, God becomes 
our King and brings us into His kingdom. 

This work of God makes us hungry and thirsty and, 
as the saying goes, hunger makes one scale walls. A great 
physical hunger will make people do anything. So, too, 
will spiritual hunger. This hunger for God makes one 

violent for the spoils of the kingdom, and for the king-
dom itself. Luke 16:16, a parallel passage, puts it this 
way: “The law and the prophets were until John: since 
that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it.” In other words, God works in the hearts 
of sinners a determination to enter into the kingdom of 
God, to fight against all forces to the contrary, to push 
through all obstacles in order to enter the kingdom. This 
is what Christ means when He says that “the violent take 
it by force.” He is comparing those in whom the Spirit is 
powerfully working to a troop of soldiers who are deter-
mined to get into a city. The walls are high and thick, 
and there are many forces trying to keep them out, but 
they are storming the walls.

“CUTTING AND HACKING”
All this John Bunyan pictured very aptly in Pilgrim’s 
Progress. In the House of the Interpreter Christian sees a 
stately palace filled with people dressed in gold. Crowds 
of people are standing outside the door, wanting to come 
in but not daring to. Around the door there are many 
armed men to keep them out. But then Christian sees a 
man who is determined to get in. So he grabs a sword, 
puts on a helmet, and rushes toward the door. The men 
resist him, but the man won’t give up, and he begins cut-
ting and hacking most fiercely. After receiving and giving 
out many wounds, he cuts his way through and presses 
forward into the palace, hearing voices say: “Come in, 
come in, Eternal glory thou shalt win.” And he also 
receives garments of gold. 

If we are ever to be saved, we need this determination, 
this strong resolve to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
We need it first of all because we are not born with spiri-
tual violence. By nature, we are spiritually dead, spiritually 
asleep, and under the sway of the devil. If we feel violent 
about anything, any determination at all, it’s to build our 
own kingdom, to be our own boss, and to stay away from 
the kingdom of God. If we hear the preaching of the 
gospel, and are told to “strive to enter in,” we so quickly 
tell ourselves there’s no rush. However, as Matthew Poole 
said: “They are not lazy wishes or cold endeavours that 
will bring men to heaven.”  

A second reason we need this holy violence is because 
there are many enemies that stand in the way. The world 
with its inf luences constantly pulls at us. Then there is 
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Satan and his hosts, who want nothing more than to see 
the kingdom of God crumble. And our hearts are full of 
sinful forces. Think about the pride of our hearts, our 
spiritual laziness and indifference, or the unbelief inside 
of us, or the fear of man. Aren’t these forces in our hearts 
fighting to keep us from entering the kingdom of God? 

THE WAY TO FIGHT
What does this spiritual violence look like? There is a 
helpful book by Thomas Watson, as well as sermons by 
Edward Griffin and Christopher Love, that unpack what 
this spiritual violence looks like. But let me answer this 
question from the context of Matthew.

Think of the leper in Matthew 8 who pushed his way 
to Jesus to be cured, regardless of the fact that he was 
forbidden to come near Him. Or think of the Gentile 
centurion in the same chapter, who had a servant who was 
deathly ill. He sent a message to Jesus begging Him for 
one word from a distance. Think of the people we meet 
in Matthew 9, the four friends who bring their sick friend 
to be cured by Jesus. They were willing to overcome all 
obstacles to make their way to Jesus, willing to dig their 
way through the roof if that was necessary. Think of 
the woman with the issue of blood who fought her way 
through the crowd until she touched the hem of Jesus’s 
garment. All of these people were showing forth holy 
violence in taking the kingdom of heaven. All of them 
showed the determination and the resolve that we cannot 
afford to be without. 

HOUSE ON FIRE
Through the preaching of the law, God makes us to real-
ize that formal, outward religion won’t do. One man said, 
“The law sets our religious house” on fire, and we need 
safety. We run, for death stares us in the face. Our moral-
ity can’t save us. We become hungry for righteousness. 
We need pardon. We need God. Eternity is so real. Satan 
is plotting against us. The world is ready to ensnare us. 
We have spent our lives twiddling our thumbs, folding 

our arms, and dreaming our lives away. But now we ask 
for the way. We don’t want half-truths. And our sins 
weigh us down. This is where spiritual violence begins.

We hate our sins, confess them, and forsake them. 
We mortify the lusts behind the sins, search them out, 
and kill them. We leave behind our sinful lifestyles by 
cutting ties with bad friends, by forsaking worldly lusts, 
by following closely after the Lord, and by begging for 
His blessing and help. 

We stir up our hearts to read the Bible and believe its 
truth. We crush all thoughts that fight against its truth. 
We believe its promises, against all odds and against all 
logic. We follow what the Bible says in everyday life—
practically, radically, without exception. 

We stir ourselves up to pray—earnestly, fervently—
until we have answers. We care not how we sound. We 
cry out our needs to God. We take God’s promises back 
to God without letting Him go till He has blessed us. 

The way in which we take heaven by storm is by 
entrusting our souls to Christ, clinging to His cross, 
trusting Him alone for salvation, embracing Him as the 
only Savior. 

He is the reason the violent take the kingdom by 
force, because the kingdom came down in Jesus Christ 
so close, so low, that sinners can enter it on the basis of 
His blood. He came down from the kingdom of glory in 
order that sinners like you and me might enter a kingdom 
of grace. He violently stormed, plundered, and raided hell 
that we might storm the kingdom of heaven and enjoy all 
its spoils. He suffered unholy violence that He might give 
us by His Spirit holy violence as the fruit of His work. 
Wherever there is this holy violence, it is Christ in the 
believer taking heaven by storm. He will not fail. He will 
not be discouraged. Let us hold this close. In this fight, 
all who fight without giving up will conquer. 

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free 
Reformed churches of North America.

MARCH/APRIL 2018  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  55

Jesus Christ violently stormed, plundered, and raided hell that we 
might storm the kingdom of heaven and enjoy all its spoils. He 
suffered unholy violence that He might give us by His Spirit holy 
violence as the fruit of His work. 



56  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  MARCH/APRIL 2018

The Story Behind the Hymn 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found,  

was blind, but now I see.

Why are these words so meaningful? In one sense, they 
are meaningful because they ref lect spiritual truths. But 
they are also meaningful because they were born out of 
the author’s experience. John Newton was born on July 24, 
1725, in England. His father was a naval commander and 
his mother a pious Dissenter who lived as a homemaker and 
educator. And yet it would be Newton’s lost, wretched life 
that would lead to his appreciation of the grace that saves. 

THE LOST
As a young child, Newton was vibrant and focused. He 
learned how to read any common English book by the time 
he was four. His mother made him memorize both Scripture 
and catechisms. And yet this stable direction was soon to 
cease as Newton’s mother died around his seventh birthday. 
This changed his early life. As he says in his autobiography, 
he “sinned away all the advantages of these early impres-
sions.”1 He was sent to a boarding school where he struggled 
with learning.

At the age of eleven, his father took him to sea which 
brought certain opportunities, many of which were lost 
because of John’s unstable character. As a teen, he wavered 
between having little concern about religion and trying to 
be religious in his own eyes. He eventually gave up chasing 
these f leeting religious moments and turned to cursing and 
blaspheming. 

After some conviction, he turned to being an ascetic and 
renounced society in order to avoid temptation. As Newton 
writes, “It was poor religion. It left me, in many respects, 
under the power of sin. It tended to make me gloomy, stu-
pid, unsociable, and useless.”2 After taking an invitation 
to visit some of his mother’s former friends, Newton (for 
reasons best described in his autobiography) fell to a “long 
train of excess and riot, utterly unworthy of my honorable 
pretensions…. I was making large strides toward total apos-
tasy from God.”3

Newton eventually was signed as midshipman in the navy 
and could have done well, except his mind was unsettled 
and his behavior careless. He met those who were unprin-
cipled, free-thinkers, and void of conscience. He abused 
his privileges, deserted, was eventually captured and put 

in jail; when he was returned to the ship, he was publicly 
stripped and whipped and was demoted to the lowest sea-
man. Newton concludes of this time, “I was as miserable on 
all hands as could well be imagined…. Inward or outward I 
could perceive nothing but darkness and misery.”4 He even 
thought of ways to kill the captain of the ship he was on. 

THE WRETCH 
Through a remarkable providence, Newton was sent to a 
new ship which was to sail to Sierra Leone. Here he was 
among strangers who did not know him or his father. He 
felt unrestrained. He writes, “From this time I was exceed-
ingly vile indeed, little if anything short of that animated 
description of an almost irrecoverable state.”5 He turned 
his attentions to encouraging others to sin as well. In one 
particular episode, he used his gifts of language and wit 
to write a song mocking the captain’s ship, intentions, and 
person, and taught it to all the sailors.

Soon Newton found himself a cohort of slave traders, 
desiring the considerable wealth he saw in them. And yet 
he found himself alone, serving a captain on an African 
island, where he was made a servant to a locally powerful 
black woman. He contracted a severe illness and yet received 
hardly any food. The scorn and contempt piled on him was 
real, and even the other slaves pitied him. Newton was 
unjustly accused of theft, which only increased the harshness 
he experienced. Through another remarkable providence, 
he was able to join another ship supposedly traveling back 
to England. 

Now Newton was also experiencing spiritual wretch-
edness. One day, to pass time on ship, he read Thomas  
à Kempis’s Imitation of Christ, which raised the involuntary 
suggestion: What if this is true? While traveling back to 
England, he came close to drowning several times, and 
he began to fear every large wave the ship encountered. “I 
dreaded death now, and my heart foreboded the worst, if the 
Scriptures, which I had long since opposed, were true. Still 
I was but half convinced…. I thought that if the Christian 
religion were true, I could not be forgiven, and was therefore 
expecting, and almost at times wishing, to know the worst.”6

One night he was at the helm, steering. He had time to 
ref lect on all his religious attempts, the warnings, and calls 
of God. He realized how much he had mocked the gospel. 
Newton writes, “I thought…there never was, nor could be, 
such a sinner as myself. Then, comparing the advantages I 
had broken through, concluded at first that my sins were 
too great to be forgiven.”7 And yet, he thought he saw the 
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hand of God in his life, and began to pray—not with faith, 
but with desperation. He saw his need for the gospel for 
the first time. 

And yet Newton writes, he was depending on his own 
will—trying to better himself for the gospel and for spiri-
tual freedom. He admits he had no spiritual discernment, 
heard no evangelical preaching; but he knew the Lord was 
striving with him. And yet, he began to grow slack in wait-
ing for the Lord. He writes, “I grew vain and trif ling in my 
conversation. Though my heart smote me often, my armor 
was gone, and I declined fast…. Profaneness excepted, I 
was almost as bad as before. The enemy prepared a train 
of temptations, and I became his easy prey. For about a 
month, he lulled me asleep in a course of evil, of which a 
few months before, I could not have supposed myself any 
longer capable.”8

Newton continued to work as a slave trader, sailing 
between England, Antigua, and South Carolina, never hav-
ing “the least scruple as to its lawfulness.”9

THE SAVED
Even during those years, the Lord was leading John Newton 
to Himself. In time, he learned of the evil of his heart, read 
the Bible, and had a grasp of the gospel truths, although he 
was still often confused as he had never met someone who 
could answer his questions. 

That is, until God brought him another English ship 
captain who encouraged Newton in public prayer and in a 
confession of faith. He gradually longed to be free of the 
slave trade, and God answered this prayer by bringing him 
down with a disease which forbade him from sailing, and 
by providing another occupation. 

Through this time Newton was still a learner, but he 
began realizing that God condescends to teach. We attain 
only what God allows, that we would trust Him to con-
tinue the work in us, by His grace. Then we increase in our 
knowledge of Him, and of ourselves. 

Determined to “know nothing but Jesus Christ,” Newton 
stopped reading the classics and mathematics, and turned 
to learning Greek and Hebrew. After reading Galatians 
1:23–24, Newton had a growing desire to preach. In his 
mind, he was, above most living, fit to proclaim that “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom [he was] 
chief ” (1 Tim. 1:15). 

Originally, Newton was turned away from the ministry. 
He continued to apply to various groups. In the meantime, 
he continued to pray, trusting that God’s will and his true 
interest were inseparable. Eventually in 1764, at the age of 39, 
Newton took up the charge in the Anglican Church at Olney. 

Here he found many who appreciated the evangelical 
truths and desired to walk in light and experience of these 
things. He wrote “Amazing Grace” as an illustration for a 
sermon on New Year’s Day, 1773. It first appeared in print in 
1779, in the volume referred to today as the Olney Hymns. This 
collection, which Newton compiled with William Cowper, 
also included, “O! For a closer walk with God,” “How Sweet 
the Name of Jesus Sounds,” “There is a Fountain Filled with 
Blood,” and “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken.” Through 
his preaching and writing, Newton became well respected by 
Anglicans and Nonconformists alike.

He was inf luential through his pastoral care of many, 
including William Wilberforce, the young Member of 
Parliament credited with legally stopping the slave trade. 
Newton died on December 21, 1807, and was buried in the 
church vault with this epitaph: 

JOHN NEWTON, Clerk
Once an infidel and libertine,
A servant of slaves in Africa,

Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
JESUS CHRIST

Preserved, restored, pardoned,
And appointed to preach the faith
He had long labored to destroy.

Near 16 years as Curate of this parish
And 28 years as Rector of St Mary Woolnoth.

    
1. John Newton, Out of the Depths (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1990), 22.
2. Newton, Out of the Depths, 27.
3. Newton, Out of the Depths, 31.
4. Newton, Out of the Depths, 39.
5. Newton, Out of the Depths, 47.
6. Newton, Out of the Depths, 71.
7. Newton, Out of the Depths, 73.
8. Newton, Out of the Depths, 91.
9. Newton, Out of the Depths, 115.

Rev. David VanBrugge is pastor of the Grace Free Reformed Church in 
Brantford, Ontario.
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Amazing Grace

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found,  
was blind, but now I see.

When John Newton penned these opening lines and intro-
duced the hymn to his church on January 1, 1773, little 
did he know that it would become one of the most-loved 
and most-practiced hymns in the Christian world, let alone 
among secular artists. Before the Lord saved him, the life of 
John Newton was visibly degenerate—sailors were known to 
be rough, but stories have it that John Newton made it his 
ambition to engage in sins which were, at that time, unheard 
of. Indeed, like all sinners who are outside of Christ, New-
ton was what Paul describes in Ephesians 2:1: “Dead in 
trespasses and sins.”

In writing his letter to the Ephesian church, Paul con-
veys a number of theological and practical truths. Chapter 
2 is one of contrasts: death versus life, what we were versus 
what we are, hostility versus peace. Yet, woven through this 
chapter (indeed from Genesis to Revelation) is the golden 
thread of the gospel summarized in “for by grace are ye 
saved through faith” (v. 8). This is a truth that John Newton 
discovered and praised God for the rest of his life.

Ours is a desperate condition by nature—the brokenness 
of the perfect world that God created is evident everywhere. 
The result of our rebellion is reported by every news outlet; 
spend but a few minutes scanning the headlines and you see 
the sickness, devastation, corruption, and immorality that 
saturate the world. Look at our communities and into our 
churches and see broken families, lonely hearts, and strug-
gling minds. If we pause and ref lect on our own hearts, we 
soon realize that it brings forth what is evil (Luke 6). The 
prognosis of Scripture on the human condition is unavoid-
able: without a Savior we are dead in trespasses and sins. 

Our day-by-day experiences of a comfortable existence 
and generally trouble-free life can often lessen the under-
standing of the depth of our incredible need. We can still go 
camping in the Rockies, sail to the British Virgin Islands, 
and make our weekly trip to the grocery store. We can still 
enjoy a symphony and visit with friends; one thing that we 
cannot do is give ourselves life. If we don’t really see our-
selves as in the morgue, we lessen the wonder of the amazing 
provision of God in the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
who came to give life!

John Newton faced his spiritual peril on March 21, 1748. 
The storm that the crew was battling had been raging for a 
week and it seemed that all was going to be lost very soon. 
Not only was the ship battered and ruined, John saw that 
his life was similarly wrecked: “A wretch like me!” was not a 
rehearsed cliché or simply a recital of a truth that his mother 
had taught him. No, this was real for Newton. He would 
never forget that day, and many years later would write in 
his diary (March 21, 1805), “Not well able to write; but I 
endeavor to observe the return of this day with humiliation, 
prayer, and praise.” For it was on this day that grace shone 
through the darkness, the brokenness, and the deadness, 
to make his heart alive and to turn his thoughts to Christ.

Do you see how utterly horrible our condition is? Are 
“lost” and “blind” words that ring true in your mind? Or are 
you finding your own way, somehow thinking that in the 
end it will all turn out well? Is it the criminal on death row 
or the child molester that the Apostle is referring to as “dead 
in sins”? Is it the drug dealer or the tax collector that needs 
a miracle, while you just need resuscitation? Or have you 
come to an end in yourself, recognizing that sin is so deeply 
ingrained that you cry out “O wretched man that I am”?

It is on this very dark backdrop of sin and death that the 
apostle Paul presents the diamond of God’s amazing grace. 
Having reminded the saints at Ephesus about who they once 
were—no different than others by nature (vv. 1–3)—he 
reminds them of the “But God” intervention in verse 4. To 
doubly underline that magnificent truth, as he so often does, 
Paul repeats it in verse 11: “In time past Gentiles…. But now 
in Christ Jesus” (v. 13). Until we recognize our immense 
helplessness and our need for deliverance, we cannot begin 
to appreciate what grace is. 

Many religions speak of justice and many speak of mercy, 
but grace is uniquely Christian. No other religion can make 
the bold statement of Romans 11:6: “And if by grace, then is 
it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But 
if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is 
no more work.” And Ephesians 2:9: “Not of works, lest any 
man should boast.”

For God to bestow grace, to show favor that is unde-
served and that is in no way a result of our performance, is 
a truth that we often cannot grasp. It is hard to comprehend 
that nothing of our victories and our defeats can contrib-
ute in any way to our salvation. Grace is not a wage, nor 
a reward, nor a help. Many people mistakenly understand 
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grace as that which helps, that is, that which helps us to 
become better people or to do something to contribute to 
salvation. When Jesus met the bier coming out of the town 
of Nain, he did not walk up to it and say, “Young man, let 
us work on this together—you wiggle your foot and then 
I’ll take it from there.” No, Jesus did it all. This is the 
message of the Bible and it is expressed unmistakeably in  
Ephesians 2: through faith (which itself is also God-given) 
God’s grace is everything. 

But let us take it one step further as Paul does. You see, 
this unmerited favor of God has actually been merited by 
another, none other than the Lord Jesus Christ (vv. 13–22). 
And this makes grace tremendously amazing: the Creator of 
the universe came to be born of a creature to take our place 
and satisfy the just requirements of God. He who dwelt in 
eternal glory bore the taunts and mockery of human arro-
gance so that we can have the love of God poured out. The 
One who created the rivers and the oceans cried “I thirst” 
so that we would not enter hell and cry out for a drop of 
water. Yes, the pure and sinless Lamb of God took the sins 
of all His people to Calvary and bore the wrath of God 
there, that we can be set free. Because of what Christ has 
merited, we are saved.

He is Grace itself; is His name not the sweetest sound 
that you have ever heard? Do you know the tune? Does your 
heart respond in chorus with the song of Moses and of the 
Lamb, “Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints” 
(Rev. 15:3)? Is your experience also, “I was lost and I was 
blind but because of Jesus Christ, because of grace, because 
of God’s unmerited favor, I am found and therefore I can 
see”? What Newton saw was God’s amazing grace. His had 
been a life of profane depravity, but God’s grace was greater 
than Newton’s sin! And that is still true today. 

If you are a stranger to grace and still at enmity with 
God, do know that there is still room in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. His blood still cleanses from sin. He still sends His 
servants to the highways and to the hedges to compel sin-
ners to come in. For you who consider yourselves sufficiently 
able to do good works, there is power in the blood of Jesus 
Christ to take away even that blindness. To you who think 
that you are beyond hope, take courage, for that fountain is 
still open for sin and uncleanness (Zech. 13:1).

When we have become recipients of this grace we are 
never quite the same. Though for some it might take longer 
and for others a shorter period of time, the experience and 
evidence of grace bears out that God gives us a new nature 
with new desires and new aspirations. For John Newton, he 
could not go back to his former lifestyle. In fact, he gave 
up seafaring altogether, regretted deeply his involvement in 
the slave trade, and worked on a campaign with William 
Wilberforce that would lead to the eventual abolition of 
slavery in England. Perhaps our conversion is not as dra-
matic as John Newton’s and perhaps we cannot write a song 
to express our gratitude. Nonetheless, Scripture summarizes 
what our response ought to be in Titus 2:11–14:

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniq-
uity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. 

If you are in Christ, you have been found and now you see. 
God has graciously set His love upon you, giving Himself 
to the death of the cross for you. And that is truly amazing!

Neil Dendekker is a husband, father of four children, and an elder in the Bur-
gessville HRC.

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found,  
Was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
’Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my stay and portion be
As long as life endures.

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace.

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;
But God, who called me here below,
Will be forever mine.

—JOHN NEWTON
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Precious Grace

AMAZING GRACE  |  REV . SCOTT DIBBET

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Has the fact that the truths of Scripture coincide so beauti-
fully with the experiences of the people of God throughout 
thousands of years of history ever amazed you? When the 
Holy Spirit inspires Paul to write to the Ephesians about 
the amazing and precious grace of God, we can sense that 
this coincides with Paul’s own experience as well as the 
experience of the Ephesian believers to the glory of God’s 
grace. However, this grace is not only for Paul and the 
Ephesians but for all God’s people throughout the ages that 
God “might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:7). This 
blessed truth became a spiritual reality for John Newton as 
he came face to face with the reality of our holy God, his 
own disobedience, and the mercy of God in Christ. It is not 
only amazing grace but also precious grace!

WHAT MAKES THIS GRACE SO PRECIOUS? 
Grace begins with precious instruction. At the heart of 
Newton’s theology was the precious instruction of grace, 
“’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear.” Without instruc-
tion there is no grace; unless we understand that God is 
holy, just, merciful, and loving we will not appreciate the 
preciousness of God’s grace. This instruction in the fear of 
God is absolutely important. Sadly, the dreadful reality is 
that this truth is being undermined by many who do not 
extol and reverence God. We must always recognize that, 
by nature, as children of disobedience, we want to bring 
God to our level and make Him as common as our neighbor 
and as unthreatening as a teddy bear. We must always be 
on guard that we maintain a biblical balance regarding our 
understanding of who God is because outside of Christ, the 
only Mediator, our God is a consuming fire (Heb. 12:29).

Therefore, it is only by grace that we who are finite crea-
tures become absolutely awed with our infinite and eternal 
Creator. We who are law-breakers are graciously humbled 
under the perfect Law-giver. We who were blind and lack-
ing in understanding can now see and know that God is to 
be feared with reverence and awe. We who are slaves to sin 
and Satan are redeemed to serve God through the precious 

grace of God. Isn’t that why Paul writes in Ephesians 2:1–5, 
“You hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins…walked according to the course of this world…had 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our f lesh…and 
were by nature the children of wrath…. But God, who is rich 
in mercy…quickened us together with Christ” (emphasis 
added). Oh, what precious instruction in the grace of God, 
for it is “by grace ye are saved” (v. 5); it is grace that taught 
my heart to fear! You see, without God’s grace, we wouldn’t 
know that we needed to be saved. Our natural tendency is to 
live for ourselves and our own sinful desires, but God’s grace 
transforms us and we become His workmanship. Solomon 
understood this as he describes the fear of the Lord as the 
beginning of wisdom (Prov. 1:7). Does the precious grace 
of God instruct your heart to be in holy awe and reverence 
of our great and glorious God? 

Grace does not simply instruct us in the fear of the Lord, 
but it also grants us rich and precious comfort. The comfort 
for Newton is found in the next line, “And grace my fears 
relieved.” This comfort is received by faith. It was the hour 
Newton believed that the grace of God, the instruction of 
God, and the comfort of God became precious as his fears 
of God’s just and holy judgment were relieved. This again 
coincides with the experience testified of in Ephesians 2:8, 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Paul instructs and comforts 
us that by faith, which is a free and sovereign gift of God, 
we are united to Christ and all His benefits. We are united 
in His death so we might escape eternal death and have 
grace to put our former life to death. We are united in His 
life that we might be raised up to sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus to behold “the exceeding riches of his 
grace” (v. 7). The comfort of grace is Christ Himself as we 
become His and He becomes ours. Christ becomes our all 
and, as our life f lows from Him, our righteousness comes 
from Him, our sanctification comes from Him, and our glo-
rification is all bound up in His glorious person and work. 

Can you see that your fears regarding your guilt and the 
consequence of death are all relieved because of Christ’s 
satisfaction and His righteousness? This grace transforms 
persecutors like Paul and even brutal slave traders like New-
ton, who did nothing to be saved, so they and we might 
understand the fullness of God’s grace. What a precious 
comfort and relief that God, who is rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved us, saves us by grace alone.



Grace is extended to the greatest of sinners, which comforts 
us when our sins rise up against us, Satan attacks us, and 
the world seeks to beset us. Does this comfort draw you to 
the fountain of grace?

Because we are instructed and comforted by grace alone, 
God receives the glory alone. The glory of God pervades 
His grace. Notice how Newton pens the appearing of God’s 
grace as his hymn exclaims, “How precious did that grace 
appear the hour I first believed.” The glory of God and 
the glory of His grace cannot be separated. God’s glory 
and grace also permeate all of Paul’s epistles, but maybe 
none more than the one to the Ephesians. Beginning with 
God’s eternal election and sovereign good pleasure of His 
will, Paul shows us that we are accepted in the beloved to 
the praise of the glory of His grace (Eph. 1:6). God’s grace 
extends from eternity past to our present day as it is revealed 
in His Son, in whom we have redemption through His 
blood and the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of 
His grace. Notice its future glory in 2:7, “That in the ages 
to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace.” 
This is glory and grace from eternity to eternity: a glory that 
pervades His grace and grace that extols His glory. Jonathan 
Edwards wrote, “Grace is but glory begun, and glory is but 
grace perfected.” 

The glory of God’s grace is precious because, as an attri-
bute of God, His grace is eternal and boundless in infinitude.
God’s grace is absolutely and infinitely sufficient today, as 
God answers Paul’s aff liction in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “My 

grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” The glory of God’s grace is manifest despite our 
weakness; despite our unworthiness God graciously reveals 
and showers His people with His love, His mercy, and His 
favor. Does the grace of God in your life lead you to praise 
the glory of His grace? In Ephesians 2:10 we recognize that 
“we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works.” The grace of God must never leave us careless, but 
rather as God’s workmanship we by His grace begin to live 
a life to His glory.

Grace is indeed precious because without grace we would 
be hopelessly lost. Because of God’s grace there is salvation 
for wretched sinners, drunkards, blasphemers, murder-
ers, and persecutors of God’s kingdom. Even though most 
Christians do not have dramatic Paul-like or Newton-like 
salvation experiences, there are certainly key things that 
every believer experiences through God’s precious grace. 
In summary, these experiences include God instructing us 
regarding our miserable state outside of Christ, the fullness 
and peace of our life in Christ by faith, and His precious 
work in and through us by His Spirit to the glory of His 
grace. Can you by faith sing, “’Twas grace that taught my 
heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; how precious did 
that grace appear the hour I first believed”?

Rev. Scott Dibbet is privileged to serve as the pastor of the Lacombe Free 
Reformed Church in Alberta.
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Preserving Grace
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Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

’Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

Like sermons, the best hymns are written from the author’s 
personal experience. That is certainly true of John New-
ton’s famous hymn “Amazing Grace,” and especially of 
the third stanza of this hymn. As a former sailor and 
later captain of a slave ship, Newton knew a thing or two 
about “dangers, toils, and snares.” He experienced many 
of them himself. While working on a slave ship, Newton 
was so insubordinate and hard to get along with that he 
was imprisoned and almost starved to death while at sea. 
Eventually, like the slaves he transported, he was enslaved 
himself and forced to work on a plantation in Sierra Leone. 
Sometime later, in March, 1748, while sailing in the North 
Atlantic aboard the ship Greyhound, Newton found him-
self in the midst of a violent storm. The waves during the 
storm were so great that one of them swept overboard a 
crew member who was standing where Newton had been 
standing only moments before. In fact, God used this very 
event to bring Newton to conversion.

As Newton wrote the words of “Amazing Grace,” the 
memory of these scenes must have f looded his mind. New-
ton realized that it was only by God’s grace that he was 
still alive and, more importantly, that he came to faith 
in Christ. It was grace, as he writes in this hymn, that 
brought him safe thus far, and it was grace that would 
lead him home.

Newton’s experience of God’s grace mirrors that of 
many if not all of God’s children to one degree or another. 
Like Newton, every child of God experiences “dangers, 
toils, and snares.” 

Think of Job. Job had everything a man could want—
flocks, herds, possessions, a wife, and children. But in a 
single day Job lost everything. 

Think, too, of David. David was a man after God’s 
own heart and destined to become the next king of Israel. 
But before he became king, he was constantly on the run 
from Saul, who sought to kill him.

Think of the apostle Paul. Paul was an apostle of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, set apart to preach the gospel to 

the Gentiles. But how he suffered! In 2 Corinthians 7:5 
Paul revealed to the Corinthians that when he and his 
traveling companions arrived in Macedonia, they “were 
troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were 
fears.” Later, in 2 Corinthians 11:23–28, he mentions all 
of the things that he suffered for the sake of the gospel: 
he received “stripes above measure,” was often cast into 
prison and left for dead, received thirty-nine lashes at the 
hands of the Jews no less than five times, was beaten with 
rods three times, stoned once, suffered shipwreck three 
times, was “in the deep” a night and a day. “In journeyings 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils 
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and painful-
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are 
without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all 
the churches” (vv. 26–28). 

But no one experienced more “dangers, toils, and snares” 
than our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Soon after He was 
born, Herod sought to kill Him, forcing His parents to f lee 
to Egypt. When He began His public ministry, He was 
constantly mocked, ridiculed, and slandered, especially by 
the religious leaders of the Jews. He was betrayed by one of 
His own disciples, Judas Iscariot. He was arrested, falsely 
accused, cruelly mistreated, and wrongly condemned to 
die the most painful, most humiliating, most cursed death 
imaginable: death by hanging on a tree. 

Those who are in Christ can expect to suffer with Him. 
We can expect to suffer many dangers: a near accident, 
a life-threatening situation, a serious illness, a powerful 
temptation, a particularly vicious attack of the devil, a 
deceptive idea or false teaching. 

We can expect to suffer many toils. We may expect to 
toil against sin—sinful thoughts, words, desires, and incli-
nations—against the devil and the world, against lack of 
faith, a lack of assurance, a lack of holiness, a lack of prayer.

We can also expect to suffer many snares, especially the 
snares of sin: lust, pride, self-reliance, covetousness, unbe-
lief, faithlessness, cowardice, ignorance, and fear of man.

But looking back, by His grace, every believer can tes-
tify that God has led him safely through. Every believer 



can say with Newton “’Tis grace that brought me safe thus 
far, and grace will lead me home.” Why? Because in Christ 
God becomes our heavenly Father. As our heavenly Father, 
God cares for us, provides for us, and preserves us in every 
trial and hardship.

The Heidelberg Catechism (Q. 26) asks, “What belie-
vest thou when thou sayest, ‘I believe in God the Father, 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth?’” The answer is: 
“That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (who of 
nothing made heaven and earth, with all that is in them; 
who likewise upholds and governs the same by His eter-
nal counsel and providence) is for the sake of Christ His 
Son, my God and my Father; on whom I rely so entirely, 
that I have no doubt, but He will provide me with all 
things necessary for soul and body: and further, that He 
will make whatever evils He sends upon me, in this val-
ley of tears, turn out to my advantage; for He is able to 
do it, being Almighty God, and willing, being a faithful 
Father.” When we have God as our Father we have every 
assurance that despite the many dangers, toils, and snares 
we may encounter on the journey of faith, His grace will 
lead us home. 

I can testify of this personally. As I write this, my 
family and I are preparing to commemorate the first anni-
versary of the death of our daughter and sister Catherine. 
Catherine went out skiing for a day at a ski resort in B.C. 
with her two older brothers and many young people from 
various Reformed churches in the Fraser Valley. On her 
first run, she veered off course and crashed into some trees 
and died. She was fifteen years old. 

When we heard the news we were absolutely devastated 
and crushed. Catherine was so precious to us. Everyone 
who knew her loved her. Losing her was the hardest trial 
of our lives. Our grief was almost unbearable. At the time 
we wondered if we could ever get through it.

But here we are, one year later. How did we make it 
this far? It was not because of anything in us. It was only 
by God’s grace. Although we did not always realize it at 
the time, God carried us through the pain and sorrow of 
our loss. He taught us that Catherine belonged to Him. As 
such, He could do whatsoever He pleased with His own. 

He also taught us that death is a consequence of living 
in a fallen world. Believers, and sometimes loved ones of 
believers—even children—die. 

But most of all He taught us that He cares. He wept 
with us, and still does. In all our aff lictions He was 
aff licted. And He assured us—and continues to assure 
us—Catherine is with Him and that one day (may it be 
soon!) she will rise from the dead and we will see her again 
in that place where there is no more sighing, no more tears, 
and no more death, and where God will wipe away every 
tear from our eyes. 

To be sure, the pain of Catherine’s loss is still there. 
We mourn her and we will continue to mourn her for 
the rest of our lives. But with the psalmist we can say, 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swell-
ing thereof ” (Ps. 46:1–3). And I am convinced that one 
day, as we gather together before the throne of God, and 
as we look back on our lives on earth and think about 
all the pain and sorrow that we experienced, we will 
testify in praise and thankfulness to God: “Through 
many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; ’tis 
grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead  
me home.”

Rev. Jack Schoeman is pastor of the Emmanuel Free Reformed Church in 
Abbotsford, BC.

God ’s call to Nehemiah and you!

“But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you 
cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring 
them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there.” Nehemiah 1:9

HRC Youth Conference is planned for July 10-13 at Camp Michawana in Hastings, MI. Be sure to 
reserve these dates for a special time of fellowship, growth, and instruction in God's Word, as we 
plan to consider inspirational topics on building up and defending the church of Jesus Christ. To 
receive the reduced price and reserve your place, register online now by visiting hrcgr.org/min-
istries/youth-conference. Direct any questions to youthcamp@hrcgr.org or to Eric and Brenda 
Kamp at brendasuekamp@gmail.com or call at 616-719-3128.

2018 Youth Conference
Heritage Reformed CongregationsJuly 10–13,  2018
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Enduring Grace

AMAZING GRACE  |  KARA DEDERT

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;

He will my stay and portion be
As long as life endures.

The chairs in the waiting room were cushioned and com-
fortable, but I was on the edge of mine, unable to relax 
and struggling to breathe. And I wasn’t alone—exhausted, 
teary-eyed parents filled the room. The woman next to me 
held a kid’s teddy bear, quickly depleting the tissue box 
nearby. Together with Darryl and my parents, I sat quietly, 
hardly knowing what to pray.

It was the Pediatric Surgery waiting room at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and nothing about it felt good. Noah, one 
of our two sons, was having open heart surgery. Our other 
son, Calvin, was literally fighting for his life after being 
born with effects from the Zika virus. Was God going to take 
away our children, one by one? I felt like a helpless bystander, 
watching evil and brokenness ravage our lives.

All of us will sit in that chair in our lives, under differ-
ent circumstances, but similar anguish that feels like it is 
swallowing us. And in that chair, God can appear distant 
and His grace can feel withheld. However, this is where we 
need to discipline our hearts and minds, because God says 
His grace is especially present in our darkest moments.

This is grace that keeps us, changes us, and brings new 
life in our lives—beginning here until its full realization 
in eternity. This grace is the good that God promises us in 
His Word and continues to work life in us until we enter 
into life eternal.

THE LORD HAS PROMISED GOOD TO ME
And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear 
in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 

—Jeremiah 32:40

Either my definition of good was wrong or God was not 
good. This was the conclusion I had to make as I watched 
Noah on a vent that night. Somewhere along the way, I’d 
started to believe that being blessed meant safety, health, 
success, and lack of trouble.

And while good health, a retirement plan, vacations, 
and success might fulfill our expectations of a good life, 

He knows we need more. We need life in Christ and to be 
continually conformed to Him; this is the ultimate good.  
And while material blessings should make us thankful, 
Matthew 5 gives a very different list of what it means to 
be blessed: poor in spirit, mourning, meek, hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, persecuted, pure in heart, 
peacemakers—all fruits of learning to let go of our defini-
tion of good and embrace His.

It can appear ridiculous to believe God’s goodness when 
the curse of the broken world seems to be destroying every-
thing we love. Especially when you’re sitting in the hospital 
another dark lonely night, or when sorrow upon sorrow are 
piling up, unbelief and doubt come easy. But this is precisely 
where we need to sing the truth, read the truth, and pray 
the truth back to Him, because what we believe about God’s 
goodness will either set us free to love and thankfulness or 
enslave us to fear and bitterness. Let His grace overf low in 
your heart and mind.

God calls Himself the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift (James 1:17), and this is true even in the times when we 
are left groping in the dark. His grace reaches us and keeps 
us even when we feel our world shaking, giving us strength 
for one more step, providing godly friends who listen and 
pray, and drawing our eyes back to Him. His grace sustains 
our hearts with expectant hope even as we grieve the sand 
of our present dreams slipping between our fingers.

HIS WORD MY HOPE SECURES
O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is that man that 
trusteth in him. —Psalm 34:8

God has taken great effort to reveal to us who He is and what 
His intentions are toward His people. The Old Testament is 
an entire narrative showing God’s covenant commitment to 
restore His blessing to His people. We have a cloud of wit-
nesses testifying of the faithful Shepherd’s character, always 
pursuing and doing good to undeserving people. Open the 
pages of the Bible and as you read ask yourself, what does 
this say about God? You will be overwhelmed by His grace!

The Word shows us the never-failing record of God 
pursuing His people with goodness—His love never wavers, 
wanes, or wears out. We can read story after story of God’s 
goodness, coming with justice so He can restore lost people 
and then coming with mercy to bind them up. He is the God 
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who rescues us and brings us back when we go after other 
things, because He knows they can never rescue us. It shows 
God is near in suffering, never deserting, never austere, and 
always redeeming brokenness, using it to bring life.

He is an overf lowing fountain of good. Trust Him over 
the rough journeys through this broken world, and His 
grace will hold you fast. Sing together as a family about His 
goodness and let songs of His grace and goodness be your 
banner songs, the place you rest as you go to bed at night. 
Entrust your cares to Him, knowing He will never leave 
you or forsake you.

HE WILL MY STAY AND PORTION BE
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And 
he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to 
the will of God. —Romans 8:26–27

It is in the shattering moments, the times when we’re per-
plexed and lost at what’s happening, that God’s grace is 
especially with us. Romans 8:22 tells us that the Spirit, 
God’s personal life-giving presence to believers, is with us, 
taking our confused anguish and joining us in groaning to 
the Father. This is grace! He takes even our moments of 
anguish and turns them into opportunity for us to know 
His presence in a special way.

He not only carries us through dark nights, He brings 
tender mercies in the morning. Little things that come as 
surprises and joy we would never have discovered in our 
so-called “good life.” This winter I kept finding stacks of 
coats on Calvin’s bed every night. I realized the first thing 
everybody does when arriving home or stopping by is to 
walk straight into Calvin’s room. He’s like a magnet, filling 
our home with an indescribable amount of love and joy. A 
tender mercy.

When we walk day by day, we often aren’t aware of 
God’s keeping hand in our lives. It’s easier to see our fail-
ures, our weak faith, our wrestling with unanswered prayers, 
and our daily dependence for strength. But when we look 
back at benchmark moments, it is shocking how we can not 
only survive on hard roads, but His grace makes us grow 
and f lourish there. We can trust Him to carry us faithfully 
moment by moment as His grace constantly keeps us and 
grows the work He’s begun in us.

When we discipline our minds to see His grace in our 
lives, we realize that even tragedy is an opportunity He uses 
for our good. He binds Himself to us in the person of Jesus 
and gives us His presence in a deeply personal way. Even our 
worst moments He redeems for His own. There is nothing 
in our lives beyond the reach of His grace.

Do you feel heavy and worn? Do you feel far from the 
goodness of God? Pour out your heart to Him. The Spirit 
who draws us to prayer enters into our pain, and while 
groaning and interceding for us plants the gifts of hope, joy, 
and peace in our hearts (Rom. 15:13). 

AS LONG AS LIFE ENDURES
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 

—Philippians 1:6

Recently a friend told Darryl and me about a huge, three-
thousand-piece puzzle he’d been working on. It was 
maddening—there were so many dark pieces with black and 
blue that didn’t seem to fit or make sense with the puzzle. 
But when he finally completed the puzzle he was amazed 
at how beautiful it was. Every single dark piece was needed 
to create the final effect; it would have been incomplete 
without it.

He compared it to our lives. So many pieces seem wrong 
and we can’t understand how they fit. But as a believer we 
can have confidence that God’s grace has purpose for every-
thing in our lives. He knows the final picture and will not 
stop doing His good work in our lives until it, too, reaches 
its full effect.

Our present moment may be characterized by suffering, 
but we can put it on the proper perspective of our timeline—
this is not the end of the story. Isaiah 54:7 is precious, 
“For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great 
mercies will I gather thee.” His grace will continue to keep 
us, change us, and transform us through every valley in this 
life until, at last, we will no longer live in hope but in the 
full reality of new life.

It has been six years since sitting in that waiting room. 
We still have both of our boys, but the scars in our lives are 
very real. As a new Christian, I may have expected silver 
spoons and was caught off guard by the sword placed in 
our hands. Spiritual battle is real, but His grace is real and 
works profound changes in our hearts and lives. As a result, 
we trust our own reasoning and conclusions less and depend 
more fully on God and what He says.

Moments of loss and pain may be an everyday reality 
for many of us, but so is the hope that He daily plants in 
our hearts by His Word and Spirit. Consider your life and 
note His overwhelming grace, then join with the cloud of 
witnesses that testifies of His faithfulness. Encourage those 
near you with tales of His faithfulness, lift the hands that 
hang down, preach His grace to your own soul, and gather 
your family and speak together of His grace. While we wait 
in hope, His grace will continue to keep us until we are 
gathered at last to Him. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.

Kara Dedert is a homemaker, mother of five children, and a member of the 
Grand Rapids HRC.
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Eternal Grace

AMAZING GRACE  |  REV . PIETER VANDERMEYDEN

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess, within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace.1

Grace is truly amazing! Consider that by grace alone a lost, 
blind, rebellious sinner can be saved. It is by this saving 
grace, rooted in the love of God the Father from eternity 
past, fully accomplished on earth by His eternal Son, and 
applied by the Holy Spirit, that a believer is prepared for an 
everlasting future of bliss in heaven. Saving grace surely is 
eternal grace!

In the previous stanza Newton contemplated the secure 
hope by grace that he and all believers may have in Christ 
“as long as life endures.”2 But that grace extends far beyond 
“this mortal life.” It gives the believer a hope that looks 
ahead to the victorious life to come.3

FUTURE EXPECTATION
When entering a new year, we meditate on past mercies and 
also on future hopes. In fact, it is concluded by those who 
have studied this hymn that Newton composed this personal 
testimony of his experience of saving grace as a hymn relat-
ing to a sermon he preached New Year’s Day, 1773. The 
sermon was based on the words of David in 1 Chronicles 
17:16–17, which begin, “Who am I, O LORD God, and 
what is mine house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?” 
The title Newton gave to both the sermon and the hymn 
was “Faith’s Review and Expectation.”4 

In the sermon introduction Newton explained why he 
was using these words of David for his message: “I would 
accommodate them to our own use as a proper subject for 
our meditations on the entrance of a new year. They lead 
us to a consideration of past mercies and future hopes and 
intimate the frame of mind which becomes us when we 
contemplate what the Lord has done for us.”5

Newton was not using this passage to give his hear-
ers hope for mere earthly, temporal prosperity for the year 
ahead. What would that profit them, if they had no hope 
for eternity? What profit is there in earthly goods without 
eternal grace?

Grace kindles in a believer’s heart the hope of an ever-
lasting inheritance. What if the hope of salvation only had 
our present life in view? Paul answers those who deny the 
resurrection: “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable.” (1 Cor. 15:19).6 The benefits 

of the covenant of grace in Christ, which the Lord ratified 
with David, are not limited to this life. Eternal grace gives 
faith a hope that looks beyond the grave. 

As Newton pointed out to his congregation, the Lord 
did not just speak to David of present mercies, but He spoke 
of the future also. This humbled David. “For thou hast also 
spoken of thy servant’s house for a great while to come”  
(1 Chron. 17:17). Since the “sure mercies” (Isa. 55:3) pledged 
to David involve an eternal kingdom, clearly they come to 
him for the sake of Jesus Christ his eternal Heir.

By grace we are brought “safe thus far” and grace will 
lead us home. Newton expounds in the third point of his 
sermon, “about the future,” about the believer’s hope beyond 
the grave.

VICTORIOUS IMMORTALITY
Newton describes death poetically with biblical expressions: 
“Yea, when this f lesh and heart shall fail.”7 Reality has a 
way of reminding us that our bodies are frail and temporal. 
We do well to consider that one day our bodies of f lesh will 
grow so weak that our hearts will stop. How important it is 
to prepare for the time when this “mortal life shall cease”! 

What will then await us in eternity? Will it be the tor-
ments of hell? Or the bliss of heaven? Grace makes the 
difference. Eternal grace makes an eternal difference. Let 
us encourage one another, as the Bible urges, “harden not 
your hearts” while it is still the day of grace (Heb. 3:8, 15). 
How amazing that saving grace is still offered in the gospel, 
even to the greatest of sinners! 

We all need grace daily. After conversion we still experi-
ence trials from without and struggles from within because 
of remaining sin. With Paul we also say, “O wretched man 
that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” (Rom. 7:24). Eternal grace provides hope: “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (v. 25). 

Yes, this “mortal life shall cease.” We will exchange it for 
immortal life. When the Lord returns, these mortal bodies 
will experience a “resurrection of life” (John 5:29). Then 
“this mortal shall have put on immortality, then…Death is 
swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 15:54–55). 

But that is after Jesus returns. What happens immedi-
ately after death? Will there be no immediate joy? Will our 
souls just sleep? No. Jesus gave the converted thief on the 
cross the comfort: “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise” 
(Luke 23:43). The moment his mortal life would cease he 
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would immediately enjoy a heavenly, spiritual fellowship 
with Jesus.

That is what Newton describes in the rest of this fifth 
stanza of Amazing Grace. 

UNENDING BLISS
How precious this grace is! It plants in our hearts the princi-
ple of eternal life “the hour [we] first believed!” That eternal 
grace sustains faith and enables us to persevere “through 
many dangers, toils, and snares.” It is everlasting grace that 
carries the believer from this life of sorrows safely across the 
portal of death and immediately into the perfect experience 
of eternal life—uninterrupted bliss with the Lord, our por-
tion forever (Ps. 73:26).

What does Newton mean by “within the veil”? It points 
to the heavenly fulfilment of that veil in Jerusalem’s Temple, 
which covered the way into the holiest place. When Jesus 
died that veil was torn from top to bottom (Luke 23:45). It 
represents the entrance from this “mortal life” into the pres-
ence of God in heaven (Heb. 6:19). But how can unworthy 
sinners enter that holy place? The way is now opened by the 
sacrifice of Christ, through whom “the wages of sin” (Rom. 
6:23) were fully paid. His f lesh was broken, His blood shed, 
and then also His “heart failed.” Thus, He opened “the way 
into the holiest” place (Heb. 9:8; 10:20). All who have f led 
to the Mediator by faith will be welcomed “within the veil.”

What a privilege that already by means of prayer—even 
“with boldness”—we may enter the “holiest of all” place 
in heaven “by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13). With full 
assurance we may draw near. In all our times of need let 
us make use of this access to His “throne of grace” (Heb. 
10:19–20; 4:16; cf. Eph. 2:11). 

One day those constant struggles with the weakness of 
our sinful f lesh and failing hearts will all be over. Eternal 
life will be enjoyed as unending bliss in the atmosphere of 
perfect love in glory. Newton declares in the third point of 
his sermon, “about the future,” “O that crown, that king-
dom, that eternal weight of glory! We are travelling home 
to God. We shall soon see Jesus, and never complain of sin, 
sorrow, temptation or desertion any more.”

What Newton preaches here harmonizes well with the 
words of the fifth stanza of this hymn, which he describes 
as the “life of joy and peace.” What he longs for is centered 
in his Lord: “We shall soon see Jesus.”

PRESERVING GRACE
However, even while he was so greatly used by the Lord, 
Newton was still painfully aware of the remaining weakness 
of his own f lesh and heart. After Newton wrote this well-
known hymn and had preached the sermon he connected 
with it, he entered an honest note in his diary: “I preached 
this Forenoon from 1 Chron. 17:16–17. Hope I was enabled 

to speak with some liberty, but found my own heart sadly 
unaffected.”8 

You may ask, “How could he preach and sing of amazing 
grace and then so soon say this?” 

Remaining sin and weakness causes a spiritual struggle 
in every believer’s experience. Faith and feeling can differ. 
Faith may stand firmly where emotions have not yet come. 
Though dimly, faith may still glow, while feelings are low. 
This knowledge enabled Newton to be such a good friend 
and counselor to Cowper.9 Many preachers and other believ-
ers to some degree know a similar lamentable disharmony 
between their confessed conviction and their emotional 
experience. With David, we may be truly repentant while 
still longing for the joy of the Lord’s salvation (Ps. 51:12). 

Why does the seed of faith survive while faith’s fruit or 
joy varies?

How thankful we may be that salvation does not depend 
on our works, nor on our feelings! Jesus prayed for Peter. His 
faith did not fail, but was manifest, as he wept bitterly. Faith 
is preserved in believers by nothing but the eternal grace of 
our triune God. Let us never cease f leeing to the infinite 
fountain of everlasting saving and preserving mercy: “He 
giveth more grace” (James 4:6).

We are saved by nothing in and of ourselves. It is only 
because of eternal grace. That is the amazing thing about 
salvation: it is by grace and grace alone. Heaven’s eternal 
praise will be to God alone for His eternal grace. 
    

1. The 5th stanza of John Newton’s hymn, Amazing Grace, which was com-
posed during his ministry in Olney (1764–1780). Olney Hymns, in Three Books 
(London: Cowper and Newton Museum, 1779), Book 1, Hymn 41. Cf. Michael 
Haykin, “‘With Ev’ry Fleeting Breath:’ John Newton and the Olney Hymns,” 
in John Newton, special issue of Banner of Truth (August/September 2007), 31. 

2. Cf. Amazing Grace, stanza 4: “…He will my stay and portion be as long 
as life endures.” 

3. This fifth stanza is the second of the last three stanzas of the original 
version. Two or three of them are commonly omitted and substituted by a stanza 
beginning with, “When we’ve been there ten thousand years,” which was not 
written by Newton. Cf. Haykin, 36.

4. Cf. Haykin, 34.
5. Quoted from sermon notes transcribed from John Newton’s diary held by 

Princeton University Library. Cf. https://www.johnnewton.org/Groups/231011/
The_John_Newton/new_menus/Amazing Grace/sermonnotes/sermon_notes.
aspx.

6. Calvin on 1 Corinthians 15:19 on “in this life only” states that it means, 
“to limit the fruit of our faith to this life, so that our faith looks no farther, and 
does not extend beyond the confines of the present life.”

7. Cf. Psalm 73:26, “My f lesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever.”

8. See footnote 5 above. Such openness about spiritual experience is charac-
teristic of his writings. E.g. John Newton, The Letters of John Newton, (London: 
Banner of Truth Trust, 1965), 129. 

9. Newton’s dear friend and fellow hymnist, William Cowper, struggled 
with chronic depression. As Newton states in his preface, it was this “mysteri-
ous providence of God” which delayed the publication of the Olney Hymns. “I 
hung my harp upon the willows, and for some time thought myself determined 
to proceed no further without him.” Cf. Olney Hymns, 47–48.  

Rev. Pieter VanderMeyden is emeritus pastor of Vineland Free Reformed 
Church, Jordan, Ontario.
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Praising Grace

AMAZING GRACE  |  DR . ARTHUR MISKIN

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;

But God, who called me here below,
Will be forever mine.

That most famous hymn, Amazing Grace, known and sung 
by millions over many generations, is a wonderful song of 
deliverance. Deliverance from sin to righteousness, from 
death to life, from darkness to light, from time to eternity, 
and from the old world order to a new world order. The fear 
of death and destruction has been uprooted and replaced 
with the certainty of Christian hope. How can we not sing 
the praises of the glory and riches of His grace (Eph. 1:6–7)? 
One aspect of this heartfelt praise revolves around the cer-
tainty of the knowledge that though this present world will 
eventually come to nothing, I will forever remain the Lord’s. 

This unshakeable hope is decidedly not the portion 
of those who have no saving acquaintance with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Any word of “the end of the world” should 
be enough to cause the unregenerate to break out in a cold 
sweat. Still, notwithstanding his unpreparedness for this 
eventuality, there is a morbid interest in the subject even 
among those who are not believers. Some years ago, a young 
boy approached me after a service and asked me, “Pastor, 
when will you preach a sermon on the end of the world?” I 
smiled inwardly and assured him I would think about it. A 
week or so later I happened to notice a pick-up truck with 
the words, “Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel,“ taken from 
Amos 4:12, printed on the side, detailing the exact date of 
His return to boot. It became very obvious to me that there 
is a prevailing ignorance regarding the “end of the world” 
and the accompanying signs. The hymn writer, with a grand 
economy of words, admirably summarizes the end of all 
things from the believer’s perspective. Not surprisingly, he 
simply states what the Scripture has already spoken: “Now 
he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the 
earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more, 
signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as 
of things that are made, that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain” (Heb. 12:26–27). In marvellous clarity 
the writer to the Hebrews describes the dissolving of the ele-
ments as well as the believer’s preservation in and through it.

The Bible has much to say about the end of the world 
and its accompanying phenomena. The words “Yet once 
more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven” is a quote 
from the prophet Haggai: “Yet once, it is a little while, and 

I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of 
all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, 
saith the LORD of hosts” (Haggai 2:6–7). “We are reading 
a prophetic history lesson, a reminder that one day this 
present created realm will be shaken by God, leaving only 
those eternal things that are of him” (Richard Philips). This 
is a recurring theme in the New Testament. John writes in 
his first epistle, “And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof ” (1 John 2:17). All the things that people live for, 
all that we strive toward that is of the world will ultimately 
come to nothing. In contrast, John exhorts in that same 
verse, “But he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” 

The prophet Haggai emphasizes the imminence of the 
end by saying, “It is a little while” (Haggai 2:6). So, too, 
does the writer to the Hebrews: “Yet a little while, and he 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry” (Heb. 10:37).” 
This does not necessarily mean tomorrow or quickly, as we 
would reckon. Remember that with the Lord one day is as 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day (2 Peter 
3:8). With the Lord it’s not so much a question of time, but 
the right moment (Rom. 16:20). From the divine perspec-
tive the end is coming soon and we had better believe it lest 
we be found unprepared at the moment of His appearing 
(Luke 12:37–38). 

It is at this very point that the Christian worldview dif-
fers sharply from that of the world. All through our lives 
we are taught that it is the tangible things, the things of 
substance, the stuff of this world that have enduring value. 
What matters is cash in hand, towering edifices of brick and 
mortar, achievements academic or otherwise, prosperity in 
business, exquisite advancement in the arts, and success on 
the sports field. Spiritual considerations are only of second-
ary value and should never interfere with the hard realities 
of life in this world. 

Yet, with uncompromising candor, the Word of God 
decries all of these as absolutely insignificant because they 
all will “once more” be shaken and be no more. 

At the end of it all, nothing will remain. This present 
visible creation—“things that are made”—will be done away 
with together with all those things that men hold dear and 
cling to as their hope of security: houses, homes, palaces, 
skyscrapers, investments, pursuit of stature, qualification, 
and greatness. Every manmade system will come tumbling 
down: political systems and politicians, kings, princes and 
their kingdoms, nations and the wealth of the nations. Every 
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portion and aspect, every nook and cranny, every lofty ideal 
and ambition, every pursuit of greatness or stature (1 Cor. 
7:31) will vanish into a mass of unrecognizable rubble. All 
that will remain are the “things which cannot be shaken” 
(Heb. 12:27). 

What are these things that cannot be shaken? In his 
hymn John Newton rhymes: “But God, who called me here 
below, will be forever mine.” The unbreakable covenant 
bond between the believer and his God, forged here on 
earth, will forever remain because it is firmly anchored in 
the Godhead itself. A. W. Tozer somewhere defined reality 
as that which remains after everything has been destroyed, 
which is the Lord and His redeemed humanity, the kingdom 
of Christ and all who form part of this kingdom through 
faith. This world will be destroyed, but that kingdom can-
not be moved or shaken, even by a million simultaneous 
earthquakes, rumblings, and shakings. When all is said and 
done, the only thing that will remain and endure through all 
of the carnage of the end of the world is your relationship 
to Jesus Christ. Surely this knowledge should be sufficient 
to unshackle the true believer from the attachments of this 
world? Jim Elliot, the missionary to Ecuador, wrote in his 
journal on October 28, 1949, “He is no fool to give what he 
cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” A few years 
later he was murdered by the Huarani Indian tribe on the 
banks of the Curaray River in Ecuador. Elliot was convinced 
that his salvation was secure and that nothing could separate 
him from God’s love for him in Christ Jesus. He belonged 
to a kingdom that cannot be shaken.

The supremacy of the kingdom of Christ is adequately 
proven from both the Bible and from the history of the 
world. Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon, Sennacherib’s Assyria, 
and Alexander’s Greek empire which all, at the height of 
their eminence, seemed invincible, were reduced to noth-
ing. The Roman Empire, at the time of the writing of the 
Hebrew letter, controlled the entire known world, and if one 
had asked, “Which is going to last? The Roman Empire or 
Christianity?” people would have laughed! They would have 
cried, “Rome will last forever!” Rome indeed did its utmost 
to destroy the f ledgling kingdom of Christ and its citizens. 
In the end the opposite happened—the mighty Rome was 
destroyed by barbarians and razed to the ground while the 
kingdom of Jesus and His gospel continues victoriously in 
accordance with the words of Daniel’s prophecy: “The God 
of heaven [will] set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever” (Dan. 2:44). Why does this king-
dom endure? Because it is founded on truth and not on 
worldly pretensions; because it is truth, as Isaiah reminds us, 
“All f lesh is grass…. The grass withereth, the f lower fadeth: 
but the word of our God shall stand for ever” (Isa. 40:6, 8). 
As believers we are in this world, unavoidably involved in 
its affairs, which is not altogether bad. Christians may well 

be involved in the erection of great buildings and in worldly 
efforts of one sort or another but our priorities must always 
be in order. It is our allegiance to Christ that we place first. 
When worldly commitments, particularly as they involve 
sin, get in the way of our obedience to Christ, then we 
must be prepared to let the world go, remembering which 
kingdom will pass and which will last. The voice we most 
need to hear is that of Jesus Himself. He said, “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” 
(Matt. 24:35). 

How then are we to live in light of what lies ahead? 
Again, the writer to the Hebrews informs us in chapter 12. 

1. “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord” (v. 14). Do you want to know 
how to best meet the Lord at His coming? Grow in holi-
ness and Christlikeness. You dare not think that you are 
ready to meet a holy God while still enjoying the plea-
sures of sin.

2. “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God” 
(v. 15). Make sure that you know and have tasted the 
grace of God. If you don’t know this grace of Christ—the 
grace of forgiveness and reconciliation—then you have 
every reason to be terrified when the Lord comes.

3. Have spiritual priorities above f leshly desires (vv. 16–17). 
Esau was a man of the f lesh who pursued the stuff of this 
world above spiritual priorities. Beware “lest there be any 
fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel 
of meat sold his birthright” (v. 16). He woke up too late 
when all was lost. This is the lot of all who reject the 
gospel of grace. 

4. Be assured of the Lord’s return. The believer now already 
belongs to an unshakeable kingdom (v. 28). Yes, there 
is much tragedy in the world that concerns believers—
physical upheaval, political instability, moral decay, 
plagues, famines, tsunamis—but they do not despair. 
Their hope is fixed on an enduring and unshakeable 
kingdom. 

5. Lastly, serve God with gratitude and with reverence  
(v. 28): “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which can-
not be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” 

This brings us back to Amazing Grace, Newton’s song of 
deliverance. Belonging to this unshakeable kingdom should 
never cause us to be f lippant but rather we serve Him with 
joyful praise for removing us from the dread destruction 
at the end and giving us an inheritance that cannot be 
destroyed, when the covenant vow, “I will take you to me 
for a people, and I will be to you a God” (Ex. 6:7) will be 
fulfilled for each one of His people. 

Dr. Arthur Miskin is a professor at Mukhanyo Theological School in South 
Africa.
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To Miss Medhurst and Her Friends,
My dear sisters, your letter was welcome and comfortable. I 
praise the Lord on your behalf…. You have reason, indeed, to 
praise the Lord, and so have I. Oh, what a wonder of grace, 
that He should say to those who were children of wrath, 
“Behold I go to my Father and to your Father, to my God 
and to your God!” “Henceforth I call you not servants but 
friends,” and as a proof of it, “Ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you.” Here are words sufficient either to raise 
our souls up to heaven, or to bring heaven down to our souls, 
according to that glorious promise which to many is fulfilled 
even in our day (Rev. 21:3).

Let us not be greatly discouraged at the many tribulations, 
difficulties, and disappointments which lie in the path that 
leads to glory, seeing our Lord has told us before, has made 
a suitable provision for every case we can meet with, and is 
Himself always near to those who call upon Him, a sure ref-
uge and almighty strength, a never-failing, ever-present help 
in every time of trouble; seeing likewise that He himself was 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief for our sakes. He 
drank of the full cup of unmixed wrath for us; shall we then 
refuse to taste of the cup of aff liction at His appointment, 
especially when His wisdom and love prepare it for us, and 
proportion every circumstance to our strength; when He put 
it into our hands, not in anger but in tender mercy, to do us 
good, to bring us near to Himself; and when He sweetens 
every bitter draught with those comforts which none but He 
can give? Let us rather say, “None of these things move us, 
neither do we count anything on this side of eternity dear, so 
that we may finish our course with joy, and run with patience 
the race which is set before us.”

The time is short, the world is passing away, all its cares 
and all its vanities will soon be at an end. Yet a little while, 
and “we shall see him as he is.” Every veil shall be taken away, 
every seeming frown be removed from His face, and every 
tear wiped away from ours. We shall also be like Him. Even 
now, when we contemplate His glory as shining in the glass 
of the gospel, we feel ourselves, in some measure, transformed 
into the same image: what a sudden, wonderful, and abid-
ing change shall we then experience, when He shall shine 
directly, immediately, and eternally upon our souls without 
one interposing cloud between! Because He lives, we shall 
live also; because He shines, we likewise shall shine forth as 
the sun, in our Saviour’s brightness: then shall we sing with 
understanding those glorious songs (Isa. 12; 49:10; Rev. 5:9, 
and 7:10), without one jarring note, or one wandering thought 
for ever.

“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of f lesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.” “Let us lay aside 
every weight”; “Let us not be slothful,” but followers of that 

cloud of witnesses who in every age have set their word to the 
truth and power of God. They were once as poor as we are 
now; they had their complaints and their fears, their enemies, 
and temptations; they were exercised with a wicked heart, and 
a wicked world; and I doubt not but many of them, in a fit of 
unbelief, have been ready to conclude, “I shall one day perish 
by the hand of Saul”; but at length the “blood of Jesus, and 
the word of his testimony” made them more than conquerors; 
and now their warfare is finished, they are “before the throne 
of God and the Lamb, and shall go no more out.” While we 
are sighing, they are singing; while we are fighting, they are 
triumphing; but their song, their triumph, their joy will not be 
complete till we are called up to join them. The Lord prepare 
us for, and hasten, the happy hour.

The strain of your present experience requires you, above 
all others, to be humble and watchful; and I trust you are so. 
However, it is our duty to exhort one another daily. One of 
the greatest contradictions in human nature, and the very 
strongest proof of our depravity, is that the communication 
of extraordinary measures of divine comforts, which in their 
own nature have a direct tendency to humble, has, through 
our corruptions, sometimes a contrary effect; not in the pres-
ent moment, indeed that is impossible, but afterwards. Paul 
himself was liable to danger in this matter (see 2 Cor. 12:7).  
You will do well, therefore, to entreat the Lord to give you a 
double guard on this side, to keep you in continual remem-
brance of what you were by nature, and what you still are in 
yourselves. We are often forced to buy this recollection by 
bitter experience.

Again, be watchful. Many eyes are upon you. Satan envies 
you. Oh, he hates to see any persons, especially young per-
sons, walking very closely with God. So far as he is permitted, 
he will spread snares for your feet every hour. He desires to 
have you, “that he may sift you as wheat.” Further, the world 
observes you: many would rejoice at your halting; and a little 
thing in you would give them more pleasure and advantage 
in opposing the truth, than a greater slip in others who are 
content to plod on in the common way…. I do not mention 
these things to discourage you. No, were every leaf upon the 
trees and every blade of grass a sworn enemy to our souls, we 
are safe under the shadow of our great Rock; the blessing is 
His and He will not withhold it; but the appointed means 
are our part, and it is our wisdom and happiness to be found 
waiting on Him in the use of them.

To Captain Clunie,
My Dear Brother…

I have not written to you lately, because you had one with 
you who could tell you much of my mind. I have had my 
health perfectly, and all things have been well with us abroad 
and at home, only the common causes of complaint, arising 

Letters of John Newton
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from a depraved nature, and the workings of indwelling sin. 
I wish I was more humbled from them, and watchful against 
them. I trust I do, in some measure, know what manner of 
persons the Lord’s redeemed ought to be; and I hope sin-
cerely to be growing and pressing forward; but, indeed, I 
am not what I would be or should be. I would be thankful; 
few have more evident causes: I would be humble; none can 
have greater reason: I would be more spiritually-minded; for 
even my experience tells me all below is vanity; and surely 
my lot is peculiarly favoured, for the Lord has wonderfully 
prevented and exceeded my wishes on every hand; but without 
the light of his countenance all is faint and tasteless. Blessed 
be God for the news of a better world, where there will be 
no sin, change, nor defect for ever. And let us praise Him, 
likewise, that He has appointed means of grace and seasons 
for refreshment here below, for a throne of grace, a precious 
Bible, and returning ordinances: these are valuable privileges; 
and so they appear to us when our hearts are in a lively frame. 
Then everything appears little and worthless, in comparison 
of communion with God. Oh, for a coal of fire from the 
heavenly altar to warm our frozen spirits! Oh, for a taste of 
love and a glimpse of glory, that we might mount up as with 
eagle’s wings! Let us pray for each other.

Sunday morning.—I am unwilling to send the paper half 
empty, therefore would scribble something. Mrs. Newton 
came home well, but was yesterday morning seized with a 
complaint that has proved rather violent…. It is a comfort, 
under all changes, to be enabled to look to covenant love and 
special grace. The Lord has promised to direct, moderate, 
sanctify, and relieve every trial of every kind. I long to have 
a more entire submission to His will, and a more steadfast 
confidence in His word, to trust Him and wait on Him, to 
see His hand and praise His name in every circumstance of 
life great and small. The more of His spirit, the more heaven 
is begun upon earth. And why should we not trust Him at 
all times? Which part of our past experience can charge Him 
with unfaithfulness? Has He not done all things well? And 
is He not the same yesterday, today, and for ever? O my soul, 
wait thou only upon Him. And may this be the desire and 
attainment of you and dear Mrs. Clunie.

The bells are just beginning to call me to church. Lord, 
meet me there, and pour forth Thy good Spirit on all my 
fellow-labourers and fellow-worshippers. May you and yours 
taste today that He is gracious.

Our best love to you both. Remember us to all friends. 

To J. Foster Barham, Esq.
My dear Sir, 

I hope to be informed in due time that the Lord has given 
you full health and cure. He has preserved me hitherto from 
the hands of surgeons; but I feel as if my f lesh would prove, as 
you say, a very coward, were it needful to submit to a painful 
operation. Yet I observe, when such operations are necessary, 

if people are satisfied with a surgeon’s skill and prudence, 
they will not only yield to be cut at his pleasure, without pre-
tending to direct him where, or how long he shall make the 
incision, but will thank and pay him for putting them in pain, 
because they believe it for their advantage. I wish I could be 
more like them in my concerns. My body, as I said, is through 
mercy, free from considerable ailments, but I have a soul that 
requires surgeon’s work continually…. 

I thank you for your letter; I never receive one from you 
without pleasure, and I believe seldom without profit, at least 
for the time. I believe with you that there is much of the proper 
and designed efficacy of the gospel mystery which I have not 
yet experienced. And I suppose they who are advanced far 
beyond me in the divine light judge the same of their utmost 
present attainments. Yet I have no idea of any permanent state 
in this life that shall make my experience cease to be a state 
of warfare and humiliation. At my first setting out, indeed, 
I thought to be better, and to feel myself better from year to 
year; I expected by degrees to attain every thing which I then 
comprised in my idea of a saint. I thought my grain of grace, 
by much diligence and careful improvement, would, in time, 
amount to a pound, that pound in a further space of time to a 
talent, and then I hoped to increase from one talent to many; 
so that, supposing the Lord should spare me a competent 
number of years, I pleased myself with the thought of dying 
rich. But, alas! These, my golden expectations, have been 
like South Sea dreams; I have lived hitherto a poor sinner, 
and I believe I shall die one. Have I then gained nothing by 
waiting upon the Lord? Yes, I have gained that which I once 
would rather have been without, such accumulated proofs of 
the deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of my heart, as 
I hope, by the Lord’s blessing, has in some measure taught 
me to know what I mean when I say, “Behold, I am vile.” 
And in connection with this, I have gained such experience 
of the wisdom, power, and compassion of my Redeemer, the 
need, the worth of His blood, righteousness, attention, and 
intercession, the glory that He displays in pardoning iniquity 
and sin, and passing by the transgression of the remnant of 
His heritage, that my soul cannot but cry out, “Who is a 
God like unto thee?” Thus, if I have any meaner thoughts of 
myself (Ezek. 16:63), and any higher thoughts of Him than 
I had twenty years ago, I have reason to be thankful; every 
grain of this experience is worth mountains of gold. And if, 
by His mercy, I shall yet sink more in my own esteem, and 
He will be pleased to rise still more glorious to my eyes, and 
more precious to my heart, I expect it will be much in the 
same way. I was ashamed when I began to seek Him; I am 
more ashamed now; and I expect to be most of all ashamed 
when He shall appear to destroy my last enemy. But, oh, I may 
rejoice in Him, to think that He will not be ashamed of me!

Adapted from Letters by the Rev. John Newton (London: The Religious Tract 
Society, 1869), 49–52, 62–63, 211–213.



At the top of a Swiss lake, Zurich straddles a river. In 1518 
it was the economic capital of the Roman Catholic cantons 
recovering from a series of wars with France, Italy, and other 
neighbors. That year Ulrich Zwingli arrived in Zurich and 
took up his duties in the cathedral. Like Calvin’s wife, Idelette, 
Anna Reinhard was a pious widow when her future husband 
arrived in town as the new priest. Anna’s home was not far 
from the parsonage in Zurich.

We are not sure of Anna’s birth year, but it was likely 
1484. Her father was a middle-class landlord. We know noth-
ing about her youth, except that she was beautiful and that a 
young man in town, John von Knonau, wanted to marry her. 
But John’s father had chosen another bride for him. The von 
Knonau family was among the oldest and most prominent in 
Zurich. John’s father was proud of his family and wanted his 
son to maintain his position in the aristocracy, so he sent John 
to the court of the bishop of Konstanz to be educated. While 
John was there, his father chose an Austrian daughter-in-law 
of noble birth. But John had already decided. He preferred a 
Swiss commoner to a foreign noblewoman. 

John and Anna secretly married in 1504 at a village chapel 
in Zurich. When John’s father found out, he was furious. He 
forbade John to enter the house and disinherited him. Anna’s 
husband now had to make his own way. In 1511, he was elected 
to the city council despite his father’s efforts to prevent it, then 
became an ensign in the Swiss army, going to Italy to fight 
in the wars against France in an effort to support his family. 
After several campaigns he returned in broken health and died, 
leaving Anna a widow with a son and two daughters, one of 
whom died in infancy.

It was John and Anna’s son, Gerold, who brought his 
mother and Zwingli together. Zwingli came to Zurich late 
in 1518, when Anna was struggling to support and train her 
family, hindered by her small income. From the beginning of 
Zwingli’s preaching ministry, she was one of his most attentive 
listeners. Her home was in his parish, and he came in contact 
with her as her pastor. He soon saw her needs and Christian 
graces, but it was Gerold especially who attracted his atten-
tion. Zwingli’s quick eye saw the boy’s talents. He gave him 
private lessons in Greek and Latin. When Gerold needed 
higher education at the age of eleven, Zwingli sent him to 
Basel, Switzerland’s literary center. The boy was so bright that 
his teacher at Basel wrote back to Zwingli, “If you have any 
more such boys, send them to me.”

But whether through pride or another temptation, Gerold 
fell in with bad company and began to live immorally. In 1523, 
Zwingli wrote a book for Gerold titled Directions for the Educa-
tion of a Young Nobleman and dedicated it to him, urging him 
to biblical morals and a Christian life. Apparently, this timely 
appeal saved the boy. Gerold seems to have been converted 

and began a new life. Bright and promising, he quickly rose 
to the highest positions in Zurich despite his age—a member 
of the city council at eighteen and president of the city council 
at twenty-one. Zwingli’s fatherly care for Gerold opened the 
way for marriage with the young man’s mother. As he shared 
Anna’s concerns for Gerold, Zwingli became more concerned 
with Anna and fell in love with her.

But there were difficulties in the way of the marriage: 
priests could not marry.1 The couple feared people’s opposition 
to their marriage and the damage it could have on Zwingli’s 
ministry. So for the second time, Anna was secretly wed, this 
time to Zwingli, who kept his marriage hidden from all but 
his closest friends until 1524. Eventually, news of the marriage 
caused a great sensation, far beyond Zurich. Zwingli was the 
first Reformer to marry. The Roman Catholics charged him 
with breaking his vows and marrying Anna for her beauty 
and her money. He replied that she was not worth more than 
four hundred guilders. Perhaps Anna’s beauty had played into 
things; this charge was not so bluntly refuted.

After marrying Zwingli, Anna cared for the city’s poor, 
visited the sick, bore and raised children, and hosted many in 
her home. As her husband cared for parish souls, she tried to 
bring relief in physical trials. 

Anna’s care for her husband was even greater than her care 
for the parish. Zwingli called her his dearest housewife, a useful 
helpmeet in his work. He was a good father to all the children, 
who loved to hear him play the fiddle.2 When Zwingli became 
too absorbed in his work, rising early and working late, she 
would, as he said in a letter to a friend, pull his sleeve and 
whisper in his ear, “Take a little more rest, my dear.” She loved 
to hear Zwingli explain an aspect of Christ’s character that 
she had not understood. When her husband, with the other 
Zurich ministers, began translating the Bible in 1525, he read 
her the proofs every evening before bed.3 Anna loved hearing 
the gospel story in her own tongue. When the complete Bible 
was published in 1529, Zwingli gave her a copy; it became her 
favorite book. She tried to make sure that every family in the 
congregation had a copy at home.

One letter from Zwingli to Anna has survived. It was writ-
ten from Berne in 1528, when Anna gave birth in his absence. 
In it, he thanks the Lord for the arrival of a son, praying that 
both parents might be able to educate him well; urges Anna not 
to be anxious about his safety; and sends greetings to friends.

Anna welcomed large numbers of her husband’s friends and 
entertained his guests. There were many Protestant refugees 
in those days, and Zwingli’s house was always open to them. 
When Zwingli was engaged or away, Anna was the center of 
the circle. Leading citizens and ministers like Leo Juda, Pel-
lican, and others gave her great credit and praise. The upper 
chancellor of Silesia visited in 1526 and was so impressed by 
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Zwingli’s home that he declared he would never forget it and 
called Anna an “angel wife.”

But married life had care as well as honor. Zwingli lived 
in continual danger of assassination or kidnapping by Roman 
Catholics, and it concerned Anna. He could not go out alone 
after dark and had to be careful where he ate or drank for fear 
of poisoning. If she noticed any danger, Anna called for help. 
When her husband had to go out at night, she arranged for 
someone to accompany him; when he was kept in meetings late 
in the evening, she called on a friend to walk him home. She 
was at his side or thoughtful of him when danger seemed near, 
and she frustrated many attempts on his life. On August 28, 
1525, their house was stoned at night, and the rocks sent pieces 
of wood f lying through the house. Anna and the children were 
terrified, but Zwingli quieted them and seized his sword, call-
ing out that if anyone had any business with him, they should 
come the next morning.

These troubles foreshadowed the sorrow that was coming to 
Anna. With her husband, she saw the storm gathering; it burst 
on October 11, 1531. On October 9, news came that the Roman 
Catholic army was approaching. Quickly, a little Protestant 
army gathered at Zurich. Zwingli went along as chaplain, and 
Gerold went as well. On Charity Square, just in front of the 
parsonage, some of the soldiers formed to march. Anna came 
out to say good-bye to her husband. Unable to repress her feel-
ings, she burst into tears. The younger children, holding on to 
Zwingli, also cried. “The hour is come that separates us,” he 
said to her. “Let it be so. The Lord wills.” 

He hugged her, and she replied, “We shall see each other 
again if the Lord wills. His will be done. And what will you 
bring back when you come?” 

Zwingli’s prompt reply was, “Blessing after dark night.” 
These were his last words to her, and they comforted her for 
the rest of her life. She believed that the blessing would come 
after the dark night of earth when she saw her husband in 
heaven’s light.

Zwingli hugged the children and left. As he rode with the 
soldiers and Gerold around the corner, he looked back and 
Anna waved a last good-bye. With the children, she hurried 
into the house, kneeled, and prayed the Savior’s words: “Father, 
not my will, but Thine be done.” Comforted, she got up and 
waited for the result of the battle.

Henry Bullinger, Zwingli’s eventual successor, says that at 
the news of the awful defeat, a loud and horrible cry rose in 
Zurich. But Anna’s weeping was greater, her sorrow was deeper. 
Anna had faced sorrows before, but this eclipsed them all. 
When the first news of the defeat and of her husband’s death 
came, her friends hid the details from her, trying to soften 
the sorrow. Along with her husband, Gerold, a brother, and 
a cousin lay dead on the battlefield.4 A son-in-law was fatally 
wounded. The sadness of death circled her. Then came the 
news that her husband’s body was quartered and burned and 
its ashes desecrated. Was there ever sorrow like hers? Yes, there 
was One, of whom the prophet speaks: “Behold and see if there 

be any sorrow like unto my sorrow.” To that Savior she went in 
her sorrow, and He comforted her soul.

Because of her grief, Anna has been called the Reforma-
tion’s Weeping Mother. She had lost a lot, and she cried a 
lot. Prominent citizens and ministers visited her or wrote let-
ters of Christian sympathy. Bucer offered to help her and the 
children. But the greatest comforter of all to her was young 
Bullinger. Just as the apostle John took Mary into his home, so 
Bullinger and his wife gave Anna a home and became beloved 
children to her. Zwingli had left his family no money; he gave 
all he could spare to the poor. So Bullinger took Zwingli’s 
place as provider and cared for Anna as a son would have, 
saying, “You shall not want, dear mother. I will remain your 
friend, your teacher and adviser.” He also acted as a father to 
Zwingli’s children, supervising their education and sending 
young Ulrich to Basel at his own expense.

We know almost nothing of Anna’s later years. Apparently, 
she rarely left the house after Zwingli’s death, except to go to 
church. In her later life she was very sick, her disease continuing 
for years, but she bore her suffering patiently. Bullinger said of 
her death on December 6, 1538, “I desire no more happy end 
of life. She passed away softly, like a mild light, and went home 
to her Lord, worshipping, and commending us all to God.”

Anna’s oldest daughter, Regula, inherited her mother’s 
beauty and both parents’ piety. She grew up in the Bullingers’ 
home with Rudolph Gualther, who later became her husband 
and succeeded Bullinger as the leader of the Zurich church.5 
During the Marian persecution in England, many refugees, 
including a man who later became the archbishop of Canter-
bury, came to Switzerland and found hospitality in Regula’s 
home. After Regula’s death her husband wrote, “What the 
pious Abraham lost in his beloved Sarah, and Jacob in his 
lovely Rachel, that have I also now to mourn. An example 
of purest love—of the most inviolable conjugal fidelity and 
domestic virtue, she knew how to drive away sadness and every 
tormenting care from my soul.”

Beyond her support of Zwingli and all that she enabled him 
to do, beyond her care for the poor and sick of the parish, Anna 
left a living legacy in her children, who continued her pattern 
of building up the church through kindness to the saints. Her 
faithful work outlived her body.

1. Zwingli wrote a petition to the bishop of Konstanz, asking him to grant 
permission to priests to marry. It is dated July 2, 1522. Ulrich Zwingli, The Latin 
Works and the Correspondence of Huldreich Zwingli Together with Selections from His 
German Works (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1912), 1:150. 

2. Roland Bainton, Women of the Reformation in Germany and Italy (Minneapo-
lis, Minn.: Augsburg, 1971), 162.

3. It was finished several years before Luther’s complete Bible appeared in 
1534; like Anna, Katharine Luther also listened to or read through proofs in the 
evening when her domestic work was finished.

4. Bainton, Germany and Italy, 162.
5. Bullinger speaks of Regula several times in his diary, mentioning events in 

her life. Heinrich Bullinger, Heinrich Bullinger Diarium (Annales vitae) der Jahre 
1504–1574 (Zurich: Theologische Buchhandlung Zürich, 1985), 61.
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husband is a professor at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.
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Typically when someone hears the name John Calvin, one of 
the first things that comes to mind is those doctrines which 
are commonly called “Calvinism,” or his well-known Insti-
tutes of the Christian Religion. However, one must wonder: 
After hearing the name John Calvin, do people ever think “an 
example for ministers to follow”? Did he, in fact, leave behind 
a pattern in his life and labors for us to imitate? In this article, 
I propose to argue that he did, and intend to prove this asser-
tion based upon two fundamental facts that spring from his 
manner of life and from his method of preaching.

CALVIN’S MANNER OF LIFE
If indeed John Calvin is a good example for ministers, then it 
makes sense that there should be something of that example 
manifested in the way he lived. Knowing that all preachers of 
the Word of God are called to be good examples in all that 
they do (Phil. 4:9; 1 Thess. 1:7; 2 Thess. 3:9; 1 Tim. 4:12;  
1 Peter 5:3), we ask, did John Calvin in fact live a life worthy 
of imitation? Here we will begin with a brief biographical 
overview of his life and then we will conclude by highlighting 
some of his particular characteristics that are most worthy of 
our emulation. 

John Calvin was born in 1509, on July 10, at Noyon, in 
Picardy, France, to Gerard and Joanne Calvin. His father was 
a prominent lawyer and an administrator for a local Roman 
Catholic cathedral. His mother, Joanne, was a godly woman 
who had five children, the second child being John. John 
grew up in the church and it was his father’s desire that John 
would one day become a priest. John’s father also wanted his 
son to have a good education and he was able to secure money 
from his place of employment to pay for that education. 

Concerning Calvin’s early years of schooling, William 
Downing says: 

Calvin had the advantages of a good education and 
grew up in the circle of educated and prominent fami-
lies because of his father’s position. Although he was 
a plebeian (ordinary; one who was considered to be of 
lower class), his boyhood friends, associates, and fellow- 
students were of the aristocracy. He enjoyed the advan-
tages of tutors and proved to be a brilliant student, with 
an insatiable appetite for learning.1

Dr. Downing goes on to tell us that, at fourteen, Calvin: 
was sent to the University of Paris to enter the service 
of Rome as a priest.… As a university student, it is said 
that he demonstrated a maturity beyond his years. In the 
providence of God, he had able teachers who marked 
his life with discipline and intellectual development. In 

1528 he graduated with the degree Master of Arts. He 
was eighteen years of age.2

In about 1528, Calvin relocated to Orleans to study law. 
W. S. Reid remarks: 

Although he commenced training for the priesthood at 
the University of Paris, his father, because of controversy 
with the bishop and clergy of Noyon cathedral, now 
decided that his son should become a lawyer, and sent 
him to Orleans where he studied under Pierre de Etoile. 
Later he studied at Bourges under the humanist lawyer 
Andrea Alciati. It was probably while in Bourges that 
he became a Protestant.3

Regarding his own conversion, Calvin wrote in the pref-
ace of his commentary on the Psalms: 

God drew me from obscure and lowly beginnings and 
conferred on me that most honourable office of her-
ald and minister of the gospel. My father had intended 
me for theology from my early childhood. But when 
he ref lected that the career of law proved everywhere 
very lucrative for its practitioners, the prospect suddenly 
made him change his mind. And so it happened that I 
was called away from the study of philosophy and set to 
learning law: although, out of obedience to my father’s 
wishes, I tried my best to work hard, yet God at last 
turned my course in another direction by the secret rein 
of his providence. What happened first was that by an 
unexpected conversion he tamed to teachableness a mind 
too stubborn for its years—for I was so strongly devoted 
to the superstition of the papacy that nothing less could 
draw me from such depths of mire. And so this mere 
taste of true godliness that I received set me on fire with 
such a desire to progress that I pursued the rest of my 
studies more coolly, although I did not give them up 
altogether. Before a year had slipped by anybody who 
longed for a purer doctrine kept on coming to learn from 
me, still a beginner, a raw recruit.4

In about 1536 Calvin, having separated from the Roman 
Catholic Church, decided to go to Strasbourg, Germany to 
live the life of a quiet scholar. However, because fighting 
had broken out between France and the Roman Empire, 
Calvin had to make a detour through Geneva, Switzerland 
(a city that had been won over to Protestantism a month or 
so earlier under the leadership of William Farel). Although 
Calvin had only planned to stay there one night, this city, in 
the providence of God, was where he would remain for the 
next twenty-three years preaching and teaching the Holy 
Scriptures until his death on May 27, 1564. On April 25, 

John Calvin — A MODEL FOR MINISTERS (1)
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1564, about a month before his passing, he made up his will, 
which reads in part as follows:

I, John Calvin, servant of the word of God in the church 
of Geneva, weakened by many illnesses…thank God 
that he has not only shown mercy to me, his poor crea-
ture…and suffered me in all sins and weaknesses, but 
what is more than that, he has made me a partaker of his 
grace to serve him through my work…. I confess to live 
and die in this faith which he has given me, inasmuch 
as I have no other hope or refuge than his predestination 
upon which my entire salvation is grounded. I embrace 
the grace which he has offered me in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and accept the merits of his suffering and dying 
that through him all my sins are buried; and I humbly 
beg him to wash me and cleanse me with the blood of our 
great redeemer, as it was shed for all poor sinners, so that 
I, when I appear before his face, may bear his likeness.5

This concludes the survey of Calvin’s life.6 There are now 
three notable characteristics exemplified by him for us to 
consider.7

CALVIN’S LIFE AS A STUDENT
John Calvin was a man who gave himself completely to his 
studies. Regardless of his particular course work (whether 
Latin, logic, law, Greek, Hebrew, etc.), he applied himself 
entirely to it with much earnestness and discipline. B. B. 
Warfield, commenting on Calvin, says, “He was an eager 
student, rapidly and solidly mastering the subjects to which 
he turned his attention, and earning such admiration from his 
companions as to be esteemed by them rather a teacher than a 
fellow pupil.”8 Theodore Beza, a personal friend of Calvin’s, 
wrote in his memoir of his companion,

Calvin afterward removed to the College of Mont Aigu, 
and there had a Spaniard as his master, a man of con-
siderable attainments. Under him Calvin, who was a 
most diligent student, made such progress that he left 
his fellow-students behind in the Grammar course, and 
was promoted to the study of Dialectics and other so-
called Arts.9

Concerning the type of rigorous schedule that Calvin kept 
in his early college days, T. H. L. Parker says that a day for 
Calvin would typically be like this:

Up at four o’clock for the morning office [a prescribed 
devotional service], followed by a lecture until six, when 
mass was said. After mass came breakfast, and then, 
from eight until ten, the grande classe with a discussion 
for the ensuing hour. Eleven o’clock brought dinner, 
which was accompanied by readings from the bible or 
the life of a saint and followed by prayers and college 
notices. At twelve the students were questioned about 
their morning’s work, but from one to two was a rest 
period with public reading….

Now vespers [evening prayers] were said, and after 
vespers a discussion on the afternoon class took place. 

Between supper, with its attendant readings, and bed-
time at eight in winter or nine in summer there was time 
for further interrogation and for chapel.10

This kind of earnest, rigorous, and disciplined life that 
Calvin had developed as a student would mark him all his 
days. Throughout the entirety of his life, he was a man who 
worked tirelessly and effectively for the kingdom of God. It 
is clear that whatever his field of study, Calvin was a student 
of the highest order. He was committed to nothing short of 
academic excellence in all that he did.

CALVIN’S LIFE OF HUMILITY
True humility is something that all ministers of the word of 
God must regularly strive for all of their days. In being hum-
ble, preachers are being most like our Lord Jesus Christ (Phil. 
2:1–8). Commenting on the apostle’s words as found in Titus 
1:7 that a pastor must not be “self-willed,” Calvin remarked:

Thus we have the meaning of St. Paul in a few words: 
namely, those who are called to preach the Word of 
God, must take heed that they be not self-willed, but 
be willing to be taught: they must be meek and quiet 
spirited; not puffed up with pride, but endeavoring to 
edify others; they must not think that they know all 
things, but on the contrary desire to learn continually, 
and be gentle in behavior.11

Commenting on Calvin’s humility, William Wileman 
writes,

Calvin was not without meekness and humility…a good 
deal of trouble had been given in Geneva by Troillet, 
who was unworthy of the position to which he aspired. 
But when death laid his finger on this man, he sent 
for the pastor he had so abused and wronged. Calvin 
hastened to the dying man, forgave him, and comforted 
him….

He has been charged with fierceness and bigotry. The 
charge comes with ill grace from the lips that speak it. 
When disputes ran high between Luther and some other 
reformers concerning the manner of Christ’s presence in 
the bread and wine, Luther whose temper was naturally 
warm heaped many hard names upon those who differed 
from him. Calvin came in for his share of this. In a let-
ter to Henry Bullinger he says: “I hear that Luther has 
at length published an atrocious invective, not so much 
against you as against us all. In these circumstances I 
can scarcely venture to ask for your silence; since it is 
unjust that the innocent should be thus attacked without 
having an opportunity to clear themselves; although it is 
at the same time difficult to decide whether that would 
be expedient. But I hope that you will remember in the 
first place how great a man Luther is, and in how many 
excellent endowments he excels; with what fortitude and 
constancy, with what dexterity and efficacious learning, 
he has hitherto applied himself, both to overthrow the 
kingdom of the Antichrist, and to spread the doctrine of 
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salvation. It is a frequent saying with me that, if Luther 
should even call me a devil, my veneration for him is 
notwithstanding so great that I shall ever acknowledge 
him to be an illustrious servant of God.12

This letter proves much concerning Calvin’s disposition 
of humility. Although at various other points in this letter 
he had to comment about Luther’s behavior and said, for 
example, that he wished Luther would “direct the vehemence 
which is natural to him against the enemies of the truth, and 
not brandish it also against the servants of the Lord,” never-
theless, we see that Calvin was still willing to hold Luther in 
high esteem, as a real man of God, not reacting with angry 
passion or arrogant pride against him. 

Sadly, today there seem to be many who are quick to pick 
up pens and cut men into pieces with their verbal assaults, 
showing little or no grace toward those with whom they dif-
fer, but not Calvin. In the above-cited instances, we see a man 
who was willing to forgive one who wronged him, and he was 
willing to regard a man who had written slanderously about 
him as, nonetheless, a choice servant of Christ. 

CALVIN’S LIFE OF PERSEVERANCE
To say that Calvin had a difficult life is an understatement. 
He suffered many bodily ailments such as asthma, migraine 
headaches, ulcerated hemorrhoids, and stomach ulcers, and 
yet by God’s grace he continued to persevere through all of 
these trials, even to the point of his death from tuberculosis. 
Calvin refused to let any of his physical problems stop him 
from doing his Master’s work. He was determined that, as 
long as he had breath in his lungs, he was going to continue 
in the things that God had given him to do. Concerning 
Calvin’s disposition in difficult times, in 1562 Beza wrote: 

His infirmities were also increasing so much that it 
might already have been seen he was advancing rapidly 
to a better life. He, however, did not cease to comfort, 
exhort and even to preach and deliver his lectures on 
theology…. In the following year (1563) Calvin’s dis-
eases had so increased and were so numerous that it was 
almost impossible to believe that so strong and noble a 
mind could be confined in a body so frail, so exhausted 
by labour and so broken down by suffering. But even 
then he could not be persuaded to spare himself. If at 
any time he abstained from public duty (which he never 
did without the greatest reluctance), he still gave answers 
to those who consulted him at home, or wore out his 
amanuenses by dictating to them, though unwearied 
himself. As evidence of this, we have his two very seri-
ous Admonitions to the Poles against the blasphemers of the 
Holy trinity; also the answers that he gave, both by word 
and writing, to those brethren who were sent to him 
from the Synod of Lyons; the Commentary on the Four 
Books of Moses, which he wrote in Latin and which he 
afterwards himself translated into French; and finally, 
his Commentary on the Book of Joshua, which was the last 

of his labours. He began it at this time and brought it to 
a close just before his death….

While oppressed with so many diseases he was never 
heard to utter a word unbecoming a man of firmness, 
far less unbecoming a Christian. Only, raising his eyes 
towards heaven, he would say, “O Lord, how long!” Even 
when he was in health this was an expression which 
often he used in reference to the calamities of his breth-
ren, which night and day affected him much more than 
his own sufferings. When we advised and entreated 
him that while sick he should desist from the fatigue of 
dictating, or at least of writing, “What,” he would say, 
“would you have the Lord find me idle?”13

We are stricken as we read these words with how much we 
all fall short compared to John Calvin. It seems at times that 
whenever even the slightest aff lictions come our way, many of 
us quickly find ourselves completely out of commission, but 
not Calvin. He, by the grace of God, was determined to give 
his all to the Lord even though his outward man was decaying.

As we close this portion of this article, what conclusions 
must be drawn? Is it not plain that John Calvin has left his 
fellow ministers an excellent example to follow? As was noted 
in the outset, preachers of God’s word are to live exemplary 
lives which others should be able to copy. John Calvin led 
such a life. As a student, as a man of humility, and as a man 
who persevered through various trials, in all of these areas 
he commends himself to us as a model worthy of our most 
continual imitation.
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As many as were ordained to eternal life believed.
—ACTS 13:48

There can be nothing in the Bible adverse to the salvation 
of a sinner. The doctrine of predestination is a revealed 
doctrine of the Bible. Therefore, predestination cannot 
be opposed to the salvation of the sinner. So far from this 
being true, we do not hesitate to affirm most strongly and 
emphatically that we know of no doctrine of God’s Word 
more replete with encouragement to the awakened, sin-
burdened, Christ-seeking soul than this. What stronger 
evidence can we have of our election of God than the 
Spirit’s work in the heart? Are you really in earnest for 
the salvation of your soul? Do you feel the plague of sin? 
Are you sensible of the condemnation of the law? Do you 
come under the denomination of the weary and heavy 
laden? If so, then the fact that you are a subject of the 
divine drawings, that you have a felt conviction of your 
sinfulness, and that you are looking wistfully for a place of 
refuge affords the strongest ground for believing that you 
are one of those whom God has predestinated to eternal 
life. The very work thus begun is the Spirit’s first outline 
of the divine image on your soul, that very image to which 
the saints are predestinated to be conformed.

But while we thus vindicate this doctrine from being 
contrary to the salvation of the anxious soul, we must with 
all distinctness and earnestness declare that in this stage of 
your Christian course you have primarily and mainly to do 
with another and a different doctrine. We refer to the doc-
trine of the atonement. Could you look into the book of the 
divine decrees and read your name inscribed on its pages, 
it would not impart the joy and peace which one believing 
view of Christ crucified will convey. It is not essential to 
your salvation that you believe in election; but it is essential 
to your salvation that you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In your case, as an individual debating the momentous 
question how a sinner may be justified before God, your 
first business is with Christ, and Christ exclusively. You are 
to feel that you are a lost sinner, not that you are an elect 
saint. The doctrine that meets the present phase of your 
spiritual condition is not the doctrine of predestination, 
but the doctrine of an atoning Savior. The truth to which 
you are to give the first consideration and the most simple 
and unquestioning credence is that “Christ died for the 
ungodly” (Rom. 5:6); that He came into the world to save 
sinners; that He came to call not the righteous but sinners 

to repentance; that in all respects, in the great business of 
our salvation, He stands to us in the relation of a Savior 
while we stand before Him in the character of a sinner. Oh, 
let one object fix your eye, and one theme fill your mind: 
Christ and His salvation. Absorbed in the contemplation 
and study of these two points, you may safely defer all 
further inquiry to another and a more advanced stage of 
your Christian course.

Remember that the fact of your predestination and the 
certainty of your election can only be inferred from your 
conversion. We must hold you firmly to this truth. It is 
the subtle and fatal reasoning of Satan, a kind of athe-
istic fatalism, to argue, “If I am elected, I will be saved, 
whether I am regenerated or not.” The path to eternal 
woe is paved with arguments like this. Men have cajoled 

their souls with such vain excuses until they have found 
themselves beyond the region of hope! But we must rise 
to the fountain by pursuing the stream. Conversion, not 
predestination, is the end of the chain we are to grasp. We 
must ascend from ourselves to God, and not descend from 
God to ourselves, in settling this great question. We must 
judge of God’s objective purpose of love concerning us by 
His subjective work of grace within us. 

In conclusion, we earnestly entreat you to lay aside 
all fruitless speculations and to give yourself to prayer. 
Let reason bow to faith, and faith shut you up to Christ, 
and Christ be all in all to you. Beware that you come not 
short of true conversion—a changed heart and a renewed 
mind—so that you become a new creature in Christ Jesus. 
And if as a poor, lost sinner you repair to the Savior, all 
vile and guilty, unworthy and weak as you are, He will 
receive you and shelter you within the bosom that bled on 
the cross to provide an atonement and an asylum for the 
very chief of sinners.

Octavius Winslow (1808–1878) served as a pastor in New York and in Eng-
land and was a prolific author. 

Certainty of Your Election
EXPERIENTIAL CHRISTIANITY |  OCTAVIUS WINSLOW

It is the subtle and fatal reasoning of Satan, a kind of 
atheistic fatalism, to argue, “If I am elected, I will be 
saved, whether I am regenerated or not.” The path to 
eternal woe is paved with arguments like this.
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I pray that my love to my wife may be like Christ’s to His church, as well in its goodness as in its greatness; 
I mean, that my chiefest endeavor may be that she may be sanctified and cleansed and at last be presented 
to the blessed and beautiful bridegroom, a gracious and glorious spouse without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing.

Oh, how industriously did my Redeemer endeavor His church’s renovation and sanctity! How affec-
tionately doth He beseech her to be holy! How fervently doth He beg of His Father to make her holy! How 
willingly did He broach His heart and pour out His blood to wash her from her unholiness! How plenti-
fully doth He pour down His Spirit to work her to holiness! His birth was that she might be born again, 
and born holy; His life was to set her a copy of holiness; His death was to purchase for her a new stock of 
holiness. He gave Himself for her that He might redeem her from all iniquity and purify unto Himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works. His precepts, His prayers, His tears, His blood, His birth, His 
life, His death, His resurrection, His intercession are all for her holiness and purity. His name is called 
Jesus because He saves His people, not in, but from their sins and unholiness. He doth not think Himself 
[complete] until His body [the church] be in heaven.

O my soul, when wilt thou imitate this lovely, lively pattern, and work hard in thy petitions to God, 
and woo hard in thy persuasions to thy wife that she may be pure? Doth not thine heart ache to think 
that the object of thy dearest love and favor should be the object of God’s greatest hatred and fury? that 
the companion of thy youth, who hath lain in thy bosom, whom thou hast so often embraced, should be 
a companion of frightful devils and lie in the lake of fire and brimstone forever and ever? Canst thou not 
see thy wife posting in the way of perdition, hastening to hell, and never warn her of her danger, or ask 
her why she doth so? Is this thy kindness to thy friend? Ah, where [is thy heart]?

A Husband’s Prayer

FAMILY GUIDANCE |  GEORGE SWINNOCK



Lord, since Thou hast called me to be the head, help me to guide and direct, to see and speak, both 
to Thy Majesty in humble supplications, and to her in hearty and serious expostulations, that I may be 
ministerially what Thy Son is meritoriously—the savior of my body. I have found a costly feast in my 
Father’s family; the house is not so full but still there is room. There is nothing lacking but comers and 
company, and shall I suffer one so near me to starve for lack of knowledge where it is to be had? Oh, let 
Thy goodness to me cause me to persuade, and let Thy goodness to her enable me to prevail that she may 
taste and see that Thou art gracious! 

I wish that I may naturally give the honey of sweetness and love, yet when provoked by sin against God, 
the sting of reproof that I may bear with my wife in all things save wickedness. If I nourish her natural 
diseases, I kill her body. If I cherish her spiritual distempers, I damn her soul. And shall I, through cursed 
fondness, f latter her into the unquenchable fire? Lord, cause me not only to wink at her weaknesses and 
to hide them from the world’s eye, but also to observe any wickedness she shall be guilty of and to set it 
so in order before her eyes that Thou mayest cast it behind Thy back. Yea, Lord, help me to hearken to all 
her holy counsels and to hear Thee speaking by her, as well as to desire her to hearken to me; but let me 
never submit to any wicked advice, lest Thou judge me at last, as Thou didst Adam at first, for hearken-
ing to the voice of my wife. 

I wish that I may not [be] as some husbands, who dwell with their wives as brutes, understanding 
nothing in marriage but the meaning of carnal desires and the language of lust, yet deal worse with the 
wives of their bosoms than with their beasts and deny them what is convenient for their outward wellbe-
ing; but that both my person and portion may be for her comfort and health, for her cordial in sickness, 
and employed upon all occasions, though not for the pampering of her pride nor nourishment of any sin, 
yet in a moderate way for her service. 

When God gave Himself to my soul, He gave me all He had also and thought nothing too much for 
me. And shall I, who have not spared myself from her, think everything too good for her? If she brought 
a portion, what is become of it? Was it laid out to purchase her misery and poverty? If she did not, yet 
she is my wife, and both nature and Scripture command me to allow her answerable to my wealth and 
her [needs]. Oh, that I might be as Elkanah to Hannah, better to her than ten sons, than all relations. 
Lord, whilst I live, make me so loving and industrious that rather myself than my wife may lack. Let her 
body never want food and raiment, nor her soul the gospel feast, or the robes of Thy Son’s righteousness. 
And when I die, whomsoever I neglect, if by Thy providence I am able, let me make for her a comfortable 
provision that when I am happy in heaven, my other half may not, through my unworthiness, be miserable 
on earth. If it be Thy pleasure that I shall die poor—for my portion, through infinite grace, is not in this 
life—then let it please Thy Majesty to grant me this mercy: that I may leave my fatherless children with 
Thee and bid my widow trust in Thee. Let not my Lord be angry, and I will speak further on her behalf. 
In what need soever I shall leave this world, let me leave my wife the poor, or rather the rich, Levite’s por-
tion, that though she hath no part or inheritance here below (Num. 18:20), yet Thou Thyself mayest be 
the portion of her cup and the lot of her inheritance. Oh, then the lines will fall to her in pleasant places, 
and she will have a goodly heritage. 

Behold, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Let not my Lord 
be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Do Thou so adorn me with grace, suitable to this relation 
as a bridegroom is decked with ornaments, that when I cease to be a husband, I may know what it is to 
be the bride, the Lamb’s wife (Hos. 2:19), not as I do in this imperfect condition, where Thou hast only 
betrothed me unto Thyself in righteousness and judgment, and in lovingkindness and in mercy, and so 
whilst I am present in the body I am absent from the Lord; but in the highest degree, in that place where 
Thou wilt marry me to Thyself forever. Kiss me with the sweetest kisses of Thy lips, lodge me all night 
between Thy breasts, where is the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the true bridegroom 
and the voice of the true bride; where is the voice of them that say and sing, “Praise the LORD of hosts: 
for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever” (Jer. 33:11). Amen.

George Swinnock (1627–1673): Puritan preacher educated at Cambridge and Oxford; born in Maidstone, Kent, England, UK. Taken from 
The Works of George Swinnock, Vol. 1 (Edinburgh; London; Dublin: James Nichol, James Nisbet and Co.; G. Herbert, 1868), 497–502.
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The titles below are recently published or reprinted . The 
first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price .  
PB = paperback, HC = hard cover .BOOKTALK

JOEL R. BEEKE

NEW RHB BOOKS

Graciousness — John Crotts
Sometimes we have important things to say 
to other Christians, but if we deliver our mes-
sage ungraciously, they won’t benefit from 
it. Author John Crotts points out that God 
cares about how we say what we say: “It is not 
enough always to say the truth; you must also 
say the truth in love.” In Graciousness, the 
author addresses Christians who are zealous 
for God’s truth yet struggle to communicate 
it graciously—in a loving way. Filled with 
practical instruction and wise insights, this 
book includes a biblical description of gra-

ciousness, with a look at positive examples and commands from the 
Bible and methods for cultivating graciousness in various areas of 
the Christian life. Be equipped to speak the truth in love!

(Reformation Heritage Books, PB, 137 pgs.) $14.00|$11.00

How Can I Be Productive  
As A Mom — Esther Engelsma
Sometimes the many tasks of homemaking 
and motherhood seem unending, and many 
moms wonder if they will ever feel produc-
tive. Esther Engelsma says moms can feel 
productive—if they change the way they 
think about their work. She helps readers 
understand that God’s goal for moms is not 
centered on getting things done. Rather, God 
wants them to use time well, grow in sanc-
tification, and glorify Him. With a warm, 
friendly style, Esther shares from Scripture 

and practical experience the freeing truth of God’s purpose for moms 
and their valuable kingdom work.

(Reformation Heritage Books, Pamphlet, 40 pgs.) $3.00| $2.25

Reset for Parents — Todd Friel
Raising a prodigal is every Christian par-
ent’s worst nightmare. Horrifyingly, George 
Barna contends that over 60 percent of 
Christian kids will run off to university and 
“lose their faith.” But there is great news!

Your child can become an adult who 
loves the Lord the same way you do—but 
this will likely require a radical parenting 
reset on your part. Friel has witnessed to 
hundreds of university students, most of 
whom are Bible Belt backsliders. Reset for 
Parents gets to the heart of the issue and 

presents a solid, biblical road map for parents to avoid the pain and 
heartache of raising a prodigal.

(New Leaf Press, PB, 190 pgs.) $13.99|$10.50

OTHER BOOKS
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The Works of William Perkins, 
Volume 5 
Edited by Ryan Hurd
General Editors: Joel Beeke and Derek Thomas 
The Works of William Perkins fills a major 
gap in Reformed and Puritan theology. 
This fifth volume begins the doctrinal 
treatises of Perkins with three contribu-
tions of catechetical theology. The first 
treatise is An Exposition of the Symbol or 
Apostles’ Creed. Examining the contours 
of Christian faith, Perkins handles each 
article of the Creed according to its basic 

meaning, the duties it calls us to, and the consolation it brings. He 
closes the entire work by explaining how the Creed is a “storehouse 
of remedies against all troubles and temptations whatsoever.”

The second treatise is An Exposition of the Lord’s Prayer. Detail-
ing the chief Christian desires, Perkins explains the meaning of 
the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer and the “manifold uses” for each. 
Perkins closes his exposition with the proper uses of the Lord’s 
Prayer in general, the circumstances related to the way we pray, 
and a word on God hearing our prayers. This treatise also includes 
a collection of prayers (with short expositions) from the Bible and 
a poetic song “gathered out of the Psalms, containing the sobs and 
sighs of all repentant sinners.”

The third treatise is The Foundation of Christian Religion Gath-
ered into Six Principles, which sets down the principle points of 
Christian religion in order to establish readers in true knowledge, 
unfeigned faith, and sound repentance. Providing a rudimentary 
understanding of the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the two sacraments, Perkins’s Foundation sets a frame-
work for people to profit more from sermons and to receive the 
Lord’s Supper with comfort.

 (Reformation Heritage Books, HC, 568 pgs) $50.00|$38.00

Foundations of the Gospel
Kuldip Singh Gangar
In Foundations of the Gospel, Kuldip 
Singh Gangar challenges prevail-
ing non-literal readings of Genesis 
1–3. Against various old-earth views 
of world origins, Gangar argues that 
believers can read the Bible at face value 
and trust the historical accuracy of its 
account of creation. As the author says, 
“If at the beginning we cannot take 
God’s Word at face value, then we are 
left wondering whether other passages 
should also be read that way or not.” 
Gangar’s apologetic commentary pro-
vides a defense of young earth creation-

ism, showing how modern concerns are most reliably addressed with 
traditional biblical interpretation.

(Reformation Heritage Books, PB, 280 pgs.) $20.00|$15.00



Resisting Gossip — Matthew C. Mitchell
Gossip is everywhere—Facebook, the break 
room, and even our churches. With gossip 
being so prevalent in our culture, it can be 
hard to resist listening to and sharing stories 
about other people’s business. But what does 
God say about it? In Resisting Gossip, you will 
learn not just the scriptural warnings about 
gossip but how the truth of the gospel can 
deliver believers from this temptation. Ques-
tions for group discussion are also available 
for your study.

(CLC Publications, PB, 190 pgs.) $13.99|$11.25

The Gospel-Shaped Life 
Ian Hamilton
The Gospel-Shaped Life is a book for Chris-
tians of all ages. Its goal is to move us to 
confess with the apostle Paul, “O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11:33). 
How does the gospel do this? And what does 
a gospel-shaped life look like? And what 
impact will such a life have on others? These 
are some of the questions raised and answered 
by Ian Hamilton in this book.
(Banner of Truth, PB, 175 pgs.) $11.00|$8.50

Letters to a Romantic (On Engagement)
Sean Perron and Spencer Harmon
As you stand on the cusp of marriage, you’re 
probably wondering about important topics 
such as sex, in-law relationships, and conf lict 
resolution. Many times, these issues come 
up when couples are having problems years 
later, so expect to discuss them either pro-
actively with your fiance now…or years into 
your marriage when they have turned into 
problems! Sean Perron and Spencer Harmon, 
along with their wives, Jenny and Taylor, 
are here to help you get these conversations 

started. They have written several letters to guide you through your 
engagement, from your proposal to your wedding night. Each one 
is short, practical, and relevant and contains discussion questions to 
help you apply it even more personally.

(P&R, PB, 136 pgs.) $9.99|$7.50

He Died For Me — Jeffrey D. Johnson
Clearly outlining the historical and theo-
logical differences between hyper-, high, 
moderate, and low Calvinism, Jeffrey John-
son provides a robust yet concise explana-
tion of how the universal and free offer of 
the gospel is congruent with the doctrine of 
limited atonement. This book is an excellent 
tool to assist you in discussions with people 
to whom these doctrines are unclear, as well 
as to answer your own questions. 

(Free Grace Press, PB, 201 pgs.)  
$11.99|$9.00

Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889 / Fax: 616-285-3246
www.heritagebooks.org; e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

Qty. Author/Title Price Total

Sub-total
Sales Tax

Postage
Total

Name  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

VISA/MC #  _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date ________________________________________   Security Code ______________________

All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. Canadian Cus-
tomers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your check or pay by VISA 
or MasterCard.

Mich. residents add 6% sales tax. 
Postage (US 12%, min. $3.99; 

Canada: 20%, min. $7.50; 
Overseas: 28%, min. $10.00)

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A (behind Galaxy Car Wash)
Brantford, Ontario CANADA N3R 8A3

Phone: 519.304.4709; Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca
www.reformedbookservices.ca

In Canada these books are available at comparable prices from:

Out of the Pit — Hesba Stretton
“I’ ll never give it up,” Stephen promises his 
dying father. Their hut in the hollow is all they 
have, but it belongs to them. The bright, sunny 
valley stands in stark contrast to the dark, grimy 
coal pits nearby. But Botfield’s Pit provides 
work for the colliers, including young Stephen. 
He must be a man now and do a man’s work—
Martha and little Nan are depending on him. 
And he is depending on the old Bible to teach 
him the right thing to do. Through much pain, 

suffering, and unfathomable loss, Stephen’s character is strengthened 
as he learns to forgive—as he has been forgiven.

(Lamplighter Publications, HC, 181 pgs. ) $22.00|$18.00

The Doctor Who Became a Preacher:  
Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
Rebecca VanDoodewaard
Doctors don’t often become pastors. In The 
Doctor Who Became a Preacher, find out why 
‘the Doctor’ left medicine to preach God’s 
word. Try to spot a rocking horse, a boat, 
and even Queen Elizabeth. These simple 

stories, written with 1-3 year olds in mind, have beautiful, engaging 
illustrations that will have your children asking you to read them over  
and over! (Banner of Truth, HC, 16 pgs.) $10.00|$7.50
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EDUCATION
Why is education promoted as being so important?

Suggested Reading: Matthew 25:14–30
God has blessed each of us with unique abilities and talents. 
You and I are responsible to develop and use our God-given 
talents in ways that honor God, benefit others, and care for 
ourselves. In the language of the parable in today’s Bible read-
ing, we are not to bury our talents, but to multiply them. To 
put them to good use.

Education does not give us innate abilities and talents. God 
does. But education is a means that God can bless to multiply 
our God-given talents and make our use of them more effective. 
Consider, for example, a person with musical giftedness, who 
takes several years of intense piano lessons. This person’s abili-
ties and gifts can be greatly multiplied, recognized, and shared 
with others by means of his or her music education. Think of 
the person with mechanical gifts or teaching talents—how ben-
eficial the results of this person’s mechanical education can be!

We all are responsible to God to recognize, multiply, and 
use the talents He has given us. We are accountable to God to 
value and develop our talents to prepare for our life on earth, 

but also for our eternal existence in our life to come. We are to 
use our God-given talents for the good of others: in our fam-
ily, church, work, and society. General education is a means to 
multiply our personal thinking skills, communication abilities, 
confidence when interacting with others, and opportunities for 
future employment. 

As with all gifts from the Lord, Satan can counterfeit these 
and twist God’s beneficial gifts into harmful inf luences. Edu-
cation removed from the foundation of God, His Truth, and 
His Word can be used in harmful ways. Atheistic education 
can multiply the effectiveness of leading people to believe a 
lie instead of God’s truth. Our foundation is critical (Matt. 
7:24–27).

We are to continually learn. We are to be of a humble, 
child-like, and teachable spirit. Education should be a lifelong 
process. But we are not to just learn new things or deeper 
truths for ourselves, but to use our education to glorify God 
and benefit others.

How well are you learning and serving? Are you praying and trying to serve God and others with your 
talents and giftedness? While schooling plays an important role in our education, why is education not 

limited to schooling? How can we foster a humble and teachable spirit, even as we learn more?

QUESTIONS ANSWERED JAMES W. BEEKEfor teens

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Is Christian education really necessary? It’s very expensive for families.

Suggested Reading: Psalm 78:1–7
All we do should be to glorify God (1 Cor. 10:31). We are to 
praise the Lord for His Word and His works (Pss. 19:1–10; 
150:1–2). This is true for all aspects of our lives, and especially 
for elements as important as our education. Education that 
removes God’s truth or His works from what’s being taught is 
atheistic in practice. Education that substitutes man’s ideas for 
God’s absolutes or man’s theories for God’s creation is God-
dishonoring. When education places man at the center instead 
of God, it is sinful. God is God—not man.

Therefore, Christian, God-centered, God-honoring educa-
tion is critical. Leaders (“fathers”) in our homes, churches, and 
schools are to teach their children and students in God’s way. 
Christian education is necessary because:

• It is God’s command – Ps. 78:5–7
• It is the responsibility of “ fathers” – Deut. 11:18–21
• It must teach the truth – Ps. 33:4; John 17:17
• It must teach wisdom – Prov. 9:10
• Its primary focus must be a student’s spiritual needs – Mark 8:36
• Its curriculum/content must be built on God’s Word  

– 1 Cor. 10:31

• Its pedagogy/way of teaching and nurturing must be based on 
the Bible – Eph. 6:4

• It must pray for and plead upon God’s promise for His blessing 
– Eph. 6:18; Prov. 22:6
What we learn impacts our lives. The way we and our chil-

dren are educated is critical. We must provide education that 
keeps the target in view. We must aim for the bull’s-eye—the 
core purpose of our creation. Education must teach us to love 
God above all and to love others as we love ourselves (Mark 
12:28–31). If education misses the target altogether and aims 
in other directions, it can become a harmful inf luence. False 
education can try to dethrone God and place self or man on 
the throne. This is the temptation Satan chose to entice Eve 
(Genesis 3).

Christian education is critical. To educate atheistically is too 
costly. The price to be paid, the cost or consequences of atheistic 
education, is the sinful breakdown of society in this life and the 
eternal destruction of its students in the life to come.

What is meant by the statement, “To educate atheistically is too costly”? What is the cost to be paid  
by our families and country in this life? What is the eternal price to be paid in the life to come?  
Why is Christian education so critical for us personally, for our families, and for our country?
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Dr. George Lawson (1749–1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 
1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As 
a professor of theology he trained scores of men for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for 
his sermons and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less known is his scarce work, 
Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided 
into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of 
practical, savory truth. As space allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below concludes the second chapter.

MOTIVES AND ENCOURAGEMENTS TO FAITH IN CHRIST (CONT.)
Practical Directions
Seventh, let us demonstrate the genuineness of our faith by “ being 
fruitful in every good work.” (concluded)
Believing in Jesus, let us testify the strength of our faith by 
showing a noble superiority to the present world, and living as 
citizens of heaven. This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith. Can we place our happiness in any earthly object 
when we know that we have an inalienable title to that inheri-
tance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading? Can we 
believe that Jesus would purchase heaven for us by His precious 
blood, and yet suffer us to want any accommodation that is really 
needful by the way? Who gave Himself, what gift will He deny?

If we believe in Christ, we ought to hate sin, and f lee from 
every form of temptation. None have such clear views of the evil 
of sin as believers. They know at what cost their redemption 
from it has been secured, and they know that they have been 
redeemed that they may serve God in righteousness and holi-
ness continually. How can they who know and believe that they 
are dead to sin, by their fellowship with Christ, live any longer 
therein (Zech. 12:10)? If we believe in Christ for salvation, we 
ought to walk as He also walked (1 John 2:6). Let us be followers 
of God as dear children, walking in all lowliness and meekness 
and long-suffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven us (Titus 3:3–8).

Renouncing our own works, and sensible that we must be 
accepted before God, on the ground of a better righteousness 
than our own, we ought to act as pardoned criminals, who, but 
for the interposition of infinite mercy, must have been forever 
associated with devils, amid the horrors of their internal prison-
house (Eph. 2:8–9). Forgiven much, we should love much. 
Deeply impressed with a sense of the danger we have escaped, 
we should be earnestly active in seeking to bring others to 
share in our happy deliverance. Are we animated by the spirit 
of faith? Then it will be our heart’s desire and prayer that the 
number of our fellow-believers be multiplied a thousand fold! 
This was the disposition of the apostles—that which they saw 
and heard they declared that others also might have fellowship 
with them. This was the disposition of the holy forerunner of 
our Lord. When his disciples envied for his sake the popular-
ity of Jesus, alleging that all men were following him, John 
just expressed regret that so few believed in Him—“What he 
hath seen and heard he testifieth, and no man receiveth his 
testimony” (John 3:32). With similar zeal let us endeavor to 

bring those under our care, and all others whom our inf luence 
may reach, to a saving acquaintance with Christ, by instructing 
them in those blessed truths which are the seed and nourish-
ment of faith (Ps. 78:1–8).

By abounding in those holy works which are the proper 
fruits of faith, our example may prove the means of winning 
relations and neighbors to the knowledge and service of Christ 
(1 Cor. 7:15; 1 Peter 3:1–2).

Let us show all due respect to those holy institutions which 
are so often blessed by God for the conversion of sinners. Let 
us strive to maintain them in their purity, and extend their 
inf luence throughout all the world. We are greatly indebted to 
those good men who in early times preached the Gospel in this 
land, and introduced the ordinance of religion. How ungrateful 
shall we be to God, and to our ancestors, if the means of faith, 
through our indolence or neglect, should be transmitted less 
purely to our posterity (Ex. 20:24). Let it be our earnest desire 
not only to hold fast, but to hold forth the truth; especially let 
us be active, in defending and disseminating those cardinal 
doctrines bearing on the person and offices of Christ, the way 
of salvation through faith in His name, and the right which all 
sinners have to come to Him for salvation. In the epistle to the 
Galatians we find how zealous Paul was in propagating these 
truths, and with what fervor of spirit he warned men against 
the seductions of false teachers, who, by subverting the Gospel 
of Christ, subverted also the souls of men. All the apostles were 
animated by the same sacred fervor (Acts 15). Let us work and 
pray like them. God giveth the increase. That His Word may 
have free course amongst ourselves and throughout the world; 
that Christ may be glorified and sinners saved—let this be our 
supplication, “God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause 
his face to shine upon us; that thy way may be known upon 
earth, thy saving health among all nations” (Ps. 67:1–2).

We have spoken largely of the knowledge of Christ, and of 
faith in His name. There are many other duties we owe Him, 
concerning which the Scripture furnishes us with abundant 
materials of discourse. It will be necessary in this place to say 
something of the chief of them. It is true that those who know 
and trust Him will never think they can do enough to please 
Him. But we ought to search the Scriptures that we may know 
what instances of our regard He expects and will accept at our 
hands (John 15:14; Rom. 6).

These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. —JOHN 20:31

       IN CHRIST (21)Faith
DOCTRINAL CHRISTIANITY |  GEORGE LAWSON
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MEDITATION FOR CHILDREN | ELINA VANDERZWAAG

Not so long ago, a family 
decided to clean up their base-

ment. In a box under the ping-pong table 
they found a little oil painting of a person who had 

fainted while two other men are trying to wake him up by 
waving a smelly piece of cloth under his nose. It wasn’t a 
very pretty painting and the top layer had begun f laking 
off. They decided to sell it online, but did not expect to 
get much for it. 

Have you ever been to an auction? Beforehand you 
can look through all the items and then when the auc-
tion begins you bid for it by holding up a sign with your 
number. Say there is a teapot you like. The auctioneer 
starts with ten dollars. But other people like the teapot 
too, so someone holds up their sign and the auctioneer 
raises the price to fifteen dollars. You hold up your sign 
again and the price goes up to twenty. You get the idea. 
Before you know it the price has climbed to fifty dollars 
and you stop holding up your sign because you think 
that’s way too much money for this teapot. Finally, the 
bidding stops and the last one holding up their sign gets 
it. Sold for two hundred dollars! The same is done online. 
But instead of having people in one room you can have 
people bidding online from all over the world.

The biddings on the painting started low. Then all 
of a sudden the bidding became intense and finally this 
little painting, smaller than the page this is written on, 
was sold for more than a million dollars! 

What happened? In Europe there were some art col-
lectors who regularly check online auctions for special 
pieces of art. And this painting had been recognized as 
one of the lost early paintings of Rembrandt Van Rijn, 
the famous Dutch painter. Rembrandt was a painter in 
the 1600s, almost four-hundred years ago! When he was 
eighteen years old he had made a series of small paintings 
on the senses, and this one was on the sense of smell. So 
it was by no means one of his better paintings. Eventually 
this little oil painting was sold to a private collector of 
Rembrandt paintings for four million dollars!

This story shows us that something can be very valu-
able to one and mean absolutely nothing to another. The 
family who had that painting stuffed in a box in the base-
ment saw nothing special in that old, f laky painting. But 

to the man who was collecting Rembrandt paintings it 
was worth more than most people will earn in a lifetime.   

It also shows us that we could have something 
incredibly precious in our home without knowing it, and 
without valuing it. And my guess is that you indeed do! I 
think that all of you who are reading this have the most 
precious thing in your home, but maybe you don’t see the 
value of it. You know what I am getting at, right? It is 
the Book of God, the Bible. Some have called the Bible 
a “love letter from God to sinners.” The Bible is not just 
a book with really great stories. It is a book that explains 
to us the history of mankind, and the history of sin. But 
it is way more than that. It is a Book that tells us of the 
only way we can get rid of our sins. It tells us of the only 
way to get back in God’s favor. And the only Way is not a 
skill we can learn, or anything we can do. The only Way 
is a Person. The Son of God who loved so much that He 
left the glory and beauty of heaven. He left the wonderful 
happy fellowship He had with His Father and the Holy 
Spirit. He left all that to become like us. To be born as 
a baby, learn to walk, to talk, and to live as a son and a 
brother in a family. That wasn’t so bad, you think. But 
imagine being so good, so sinless, and so used to holi-
ness, and then to be among sinners, who don’t know your 
Father as you do. Who don’t even care about God, and 
don’t even see the many sins they do. Don’t you think the 
Lord Jesus must have felt misunderstood and very lonely? 
But He never complained. He went on to fulfill all that 
was written about Him in the Old Testament. He lived 
perfectly and then died on the cross, as a criminal who 
had never done anything wrong, to take the punishment 
we deserve. And now we, sinners, instead of spending 
eternity in hell, may live in eternal happiness with Him, 
if we repent and believe in Him.

Has the Lord Jesus become precious to you? Open 
that most valuable of books, and read it. Ask the Lord to 
teach you, to help you see the Lord Jesus as the awesome 
Gift of God…for free!

Elina VanderZwaag is a homemaker, wife of Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag,  
and member of the Grace Reformed Christian Church (HRC) of  
Harrison, Arkansas.

Just a Painting
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Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.
    —1 Peter 2:7a



BIBLE QUIZ
for children

KRISTIN MESCHKE

Boys and girls, do you know what a substitute is? A substitute is someone 
who takes the place of someone else—like a substitute teacher when your 
teacher can’t be at school that day, or a babysitter if your parents go away for 
an evening. Jesus is the perfect substitute for sinners and takes the punish-
ment His people deserve. He lived a perfect life on earth, something none of 
us can do, and He died on the cross so His people can be forgiven of a debt 
they could never pay for themselves. Let’s look up these verses together and 
see what God says about Jesus Christ as the substitute for sinners.

ANSWERS TO LAST 
MONTH’S PUZZLE
 1. Almighty God
 2. Lord Most High
 3. The Lord Our Righteousness
 4. Lord of Hosts
 5. I AM THAT I AM
 6. The Lord is There
 7. Jehovah-Shalom
 8. Jehovah-Jireh
 9. Jehovah-Nissi
Bonus: Proverbs 18:10,  

strong tower

1. In Genesis 22, Abraham used an animal as a substitute offering in the place of Isaac. What animal did he use?

2. What did John the Baptist say of Jesus in John 1:29 that Jesus was the substitute to take the place of the ani-
mals that were sacrificed? “Behold the _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

3. Mark 10:45 tells us why Jesus came to this world—that He did not come to have people serve Him, but to be 
“a _ _ _ _ _ _ for many.”  

4. Read Galatians 3:13 to find another word for the terrible punishment we all deserve because of sin. “Christ 
hath redeemed us from the _ _ _ _ _ of the law, being made a _ _ _ _ _ for us.”

5. God punished His Son, who is holy and perfect, for all the sin of His people. Isaiah 53:5 tells us about His suf-
fering and says “He was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ for our transgressions, he was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ for our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

6. Peter tells us what Christ’s death on the cross did for believers. “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we being dead to sins should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were _ _ _ _ _ _.”  
(1 Peter 2:24)

7. When Jesus died on the cross for His people, He not only paid for their sin, but also 
gave them something they could never earn themselves. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21 to 
find out what that is: “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of God in him.” 

8. Romans 5:19 tells us how Jesus earned righteousness for His people: “For as by one 
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of one shall 
many be made righteous.” 

9. Jesus did this out of _ _ _ _ for His people. You can find the answer in John 15:12-13.

10. In Revelation 5:12, we read of the angels worshiping Jesus Christ as He now reigns 
in heaven and saying, “_ _ _ _ _ _ is the _ _ _ _ that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing!” 
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STORY FOR CHILDREN |  
ANDREA SCHOLTEN

Jasper f lopped onto the couch and threw his baseball cap onto 
the ground next to his bat. “That’s it! I’m not going to clean up 
anymore!” he said defiantly. 

Elsa looked up from her coloring book. “What are you going 
to say to Mom when she tells you that your hat should be hung 
up and that your bat belongs in the mud room?” 

Last week, Mom, who had noticed that their house was slowly 
getting messier and messier, had decided that enough was enough. 
She had called her four children to a meeting and had laid down 
some rules. From then on, they would all work together to make 
sure things were put away properly and taken care of. There was to 
be no more dropping things all over the f loor.

“I’m going to say that I’m tired of all this tidying business,” 
answered Jasper. “I don’t see why we have to suddenly change.”

Elsa agreed. “I’m tired of it too. Last night when I went to 
bed, I just shoved my clothes into the corner. I’m tired of hanging 
them up every night. Good thing Mom didn’t see.”

“I have an idea!” Jasper announced. “We’ll go on strike just 
like we heard on the news. When people want to change rules, 
they protest. We’ll talk it over with Claire and Aaron, and if we all 
band together, Mom will have to listen. That’s how strikes work.”

“I don’t know if that will work,” said Elsa a little doubtfully. 
But Jasper easily persuaded her and his other two siblings to join 
in on the strike. He quickly made crayon signs and told them to 
march. So the four children marched through the house, end-
ing up in the kitchen. Mom glanced up from her work and then 
smiled. “What are you four up to now?” she asked.

The four halted and bowed toward their mother, just as Jasper 
had instructed them. “Honored and respected Mother,” Jasper 
said. “We have tried to do what you wanted us to do, and we don’t 
want to be bad, or rebellious, or anything. But we all think that 
it’s too hard when we come in to have to put away everything in 

its own spot. This protest is to see if we can change the rules and 
make them easier and not so fussy.”

“I suppose you expect me to make a speech in reply, but I must 
have time to think it out,” Mom replied. “Besides, it’s nearly time 
for lunch. Suppose you go and march outside, and I’ll have my 
answer at lunchtime.”

After lunch, Mom looked at her children. “I’ve already told 
you how you were getting into a bad habit of throwing your things 
down wherever they happened to be, and as a result, things were 
getting broken, lost, or wrecked. You need to learn to pick up 
after yourself. Now, we can’t have an untidy house, so we’ll have 
to make a compromise, which often happens when people strike.”

“We’ll compromise,” said Jasper.
“Very well,” answered Mom. “I have a large cardboard box in 

the back hall. Whenever you leave things around, instead of ask-
ing you to pick them up, I’ll drop them in that big cardboard box. 
We will call it the ‘messy box.’ And when you’re missing things, 
you can look in there. Agreed?”

Elsa wrinkled her nose. She wasn’t too sure about this. But 
Aaron and Claire eagerly agreed and the strike was officially over.

The first items to go into the box were the signs that the chil-
dren had dropped onto the kitchen f loor. Mom shook her head 
with a little smile as she dropped them. For the next few days, 
Jasper and Elsa were a little more careful in putting their things 
away, for the cardboard box was deep, and it would be a bother 
to get items back out. 

But presently the box began to fill up, and the fuller it grew, 
the more difficult it was to find any small item that had been 
buried in its depths. Mom seemed fully satisfied with the arrange-
ment. She no longer reminded them to lay their things in the 
proper places. Books, hats, toys, marbles, doll clothes, and jump 
ropes were quietly dropped in together. More and more frequently 
the cry arose in the house, “Where is my jackknife?” or “Where is 
my teddy bear?” Little Claire’s voice was often heard piping back, 
“In the messy box!” and the upset child would rummage through 
the box, sometimes having to turn it on its side to get everything 
out. Often the fragile items that were put in the box in one piece 
came back out in two or more pieces.

Elsa was the first to have enough. “I hate your old strike, 
Jasper!” she announced one day when she couldn’t find a missing 
shoe. “This is ten times harder than it was before,” came her voice 
from inside the box. “I want to burn up this old box and never 
see it again!”

“Well, I’m kinda sick of it too,” replied Jasper. “I know, let’s 
go on strike to get rid of the box!”

“I’m tired of that silly marching too,” said Elsa. “I’m just going 
to go and tell Mom that I want things back to the way they were. 
We should have listened to her right from the start.”

“We’ll all go,” said Jasper, “since we were all involved.” And so 
the four children found their mom and explained that they wanted 
to go back to picking up their things. Mom agreed to get rid of 
the box, and surprisingly from then on, her four children seemed 
a little more cheerful and ready to follow her wise instruction.

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member of the HRC 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Adapted from Children’s Story Hour. 

Children, obey your  
parents in the Lord: for this 
is right. Honour thy father 
and mother; which is the 
first commandment with 

promise (Eph. 6:1–2).

On Strike!



and
announcements

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage 
and anniversary notices will be printed free of 
charge and under no obligation of a gift received . 
Other announcements and/or requests will be 
approved by the editorial committee on an indi-
vidual basis as received .

FAREWELL OF PASTOR DAVID VANBRUGGE 
(GRAND RAPIDS HRC)

On December 3, 2017, Pastor David VanBrugge preached his farewell 
message to Grand Rapids HRC after accepting the pastoral call to serve 
Grace Free Reformed Church in Brantford, ON. Pastor VanBrugge’s 
final message, entitled “The Coming Captain,” came from Joshua 5:13–
14. In this fitting message, he pointed the congregation to Christ the 
Captain that appeared to Joshua before the conquest of Jericho. 

The congregation was exhorted to find their all in their Captain. He 
supplies perspective and a plan for Joshua and for our congregation. He 
is to be worshipped. That, too, is the responsibility of the congregation 
to her Captain. He has come to conquer. That is a comfort to those 
whose hearts He has conquered, and it is a terror to those who are still 
living at odds with Him. He comes to protect and defend. This is a 
comfort because Christ protects His people. He will preserve through 
troubling times. He will return and we need to live between the times 
looking for and living for Him. He is our greatest need. His priorities 
should be our own. He is our greatest hope. Just as Joshua’s greatest 
hope was not to conquer Jericho but was his Captain, so that, too, is our 
congregation’s greatest hope. 

At the end of the service, Dr. Michael Barrett addressed Pastor Van 
Brugge on behalf of the consistory, thanking him for his service to the 
Lord and the congregation, and wished him well in Brantford. Dr. Joel 
Beeke addressed Pastor VanBrugge on behalf of the pastors and thanked 
him for his collegial spirit in working shoulder to shoulder for the cause 
of Christ during his time in Grand Rapids. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven 
addressed Pastor VanBrugge and his family during the evening service 
thanking him for their friendship, individually and as a family. While the 
congregation is saddened by the loss of their pastor, we trust that the Lord 
will continue to build His church, both in Grand Rapids and Brantford. 

PASTORAL MILESTONE
On March 29, 2018, Dr. Joel Beeke will have served the Lord in gospel 
ministry for forty years. This is a tremendous milestone for our dear 
brother and an occasion for humble thanksgiving to the Lord. In ref lect-
ing on those forty years which extend beyond my own lifetime, those 
years have been filled with astounding grace. The Lord has blessed our 
brother with faithfulness, endurance, and blessing upon the ministry 
entrusted to him. The Lord has used him to transform countless lives 
through faithfully and fervently preaching the gospel. Doors have been 
opened all around the world for our brother to preach the unsearch-
able riches of Christ and impact fellow ministers of the gospel. He has 
prompted many to greater love for Christ and to ref lect the holiness of 
Christ. A thematic summary of these forty years comes to mind—Spirit-
worked passion, for Christ and His church, for conversions and growth 
in holiness of God’s people, for men to grow in spiritual leadership of 
the home, for the growth of families in the Word through family wor-
ship, for souls to grow in assurance of faith clinging to Christ alone, for 
unearthing the rich heritage of Puritanism, for educating and developing 
ministers of the gospel at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, for 
vision and drive that will define the future generation of the church. 
May the years that remain for our brother continue to bear fruit for 
Christ’s glory so that he can finish well and say, “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7–8). Soli Deo gloria! 

—Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven, assistant editor of the BSGT

HRC 2018 SYNOD MEETINGS
The HRC 2018 Synod will be held at Jordan HRC on June 5 and 6 
and be held concurrently with the FRC Synod—each day commencing 
at 8:30 a.m. Please honor the March 9, 2018 deadline for all agenda 
submissions. The Pre-Synod Prayer Service is planned for June 4 at 
Hamilton FRC and an Office-bearer Fraternal is slated for June 5 at 
Jordan HRC. All the Lord willing.

In anticipation of the June 2018 Synod Meeting, the HRC Theologi-
cal Student Committee (TSC) encourages men considering a call to the 
ministry to talk to their pastor and/or consistory for guidance before 
March 15 (if you have not already done so). If the consistory decides to 
forward you further, the consistory will correspond with the TSC and 
the TSC will prepare the application for Synod’s consideration. Please 
pray earnestly that God would provide converted and called men for 
theological training in the HRC and from other denominations all 
across the globe. The fields are white and ready to harvest. —DO

HRC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
The 2018 Women’s Conference will be held in Woodstock, Ontario on 
April 17, 2018 D.V.  Mrs. Mary Beeke will present the topic, “Sisters 
Adorned in Christ: Showing a deeper kind of kindness.” More details 
will be posted in the next Banner and the Heritage newsletters.

HERITAGE SPRING RETREAT
Save the date! You are warmly invited to the Heritage Spring Retreat 
from Friday, May 18 through Monday, May 21, 2018 at Maple Grove 
Christian Retreat Centre in Thamesford, Ontario. The theme this year 
is based on: True friendship – “No Greater Love” Proverbs 18:24. In 
addition to cabins, including some accommodations for married couples, 
camping and tenting sites are available. Visit www.HeritageRetreat.ca 
for updated information and details.

OBITUARIES
BRANDT, Josephine, age 86, passed away on Saturday, January 6, 2018, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Surviving are her children, Ann Saigeon, James 
Brandt, Lois (David) Sutherland; siblings, Jane Peck, Laura Breuker, John 
VanDyke; grandchildren, Sean Saigeon, Eric Saigeon, Nathan Brandt, 
Ryan Sutherland. (Rev. Mark Kelderman, Romans 6:23; Psalm 55:22).

DEN HERTOG, Jenneke (Jennie) Everdina, age 83, passed away on Decem-
ber 26, 2017, in Chilliwack, BC, Canada. Jennie was predeceased by three 
sons: Evert (Eddy), Jan (Johnny), and Bertram (Bert); her brother-in-law, 
Jan DenHertog. She is survived by her husband of 62 years, Barend (Bernie) 
DenHertog; her children—Christiaan W. M. and Judy DenHertog, G. E. 
(Gayle) and Rev. Jan Neels, E. J. (Janie) and Herb Krul, Renee and Timothy 
Lagemaat, Hilda and Terry Van Oort, Richard and Charmain DenHertog, 
Joanne and John Van Saane, Christina W.M. and Harry Oudshoorn, Evelyn 
B. and Jonas Arnoldussen, Jenny and David Van Herk; Daughter-in-law, 
Jennifer DenHertog; Sister/brother-in-law—Rina and Bill Stoutjesdijk; 
brother-in-law/sister-in-law, Chris and Stien DenHertog; 72 grandchildren; 
66 great-grandchildren. (Rev. Terreth Klaver, Philippians 4:19; Galatians 
5:22–23).
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TEACHERS NEEDED
The Board of OXFORD REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites applica-
tions for high-school teaching position(s) and possibly elementary teaching 
position(s) for the 2018/2019 school year.  

Oxford Reformed Christian school is a parent-run school serving the 
needs of several local Reformed communities and has been operating for 
twelve years. We have been blessed with a new facility located in Mount 
Elgin, a rural village in south-western Ontario. Our present enrolment 
has grown to over 325 students and we offer a Kindergarten to grade 12 
program.  

We have a need for qualified, passionate high-school teacher(s), a high-
school Special Ed. teacher, and possibly an elementary teacher to join our 
growing staff team. Teachers committed to the Reformed faith and to 
Christian education are encouraged to apply before February 28, 2018.

Applications must include a resumé, statement of faith, philosophy of 
Christian education, and references. Promptly send to: Oxford Reformed 
Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal), 333182 Plank Line, 
PO Box 87, Mount Elgin, ON, N0J 1N0. E-mail: principal@orcschool.
ca. Phone: 519-485-1142. 

JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is a learning community that embraces the 
God-glorifying calling of educating students for Christian service. Located 
in the heart of Niagara wine country near St. Catharines, JCS provides a 
JK-12 program that is actively taught from a solidly Reformed perspective, 
while preparing students with the fundamental skills for further learning. 
We are currently accepting applications from elementary and secondary 
Christian school teachers who will complement our present teaching team. 
Please include with your application your philosophy of education and 
statement of faith and send it to the attention of Mr. Paul Wagenaar at 
principal@ourjcs.ca.

EMMANUEL SCHOOLS FOUNDATION (http://esf-web.org.uk/) has been 
providing students in the North East of England with a state-funded 
Christian-ethos education for twenty seven years. Emmanuel College, 
the first ESF school to be founded, has achieved national recognition 
for academic excellence, and has a strong regional reputation for the out-
standing character of its students and alumni. Emmanuel has founded 
three sister-schools, and together the schools educate over four thousand 
children in some of the most disadvantaged wards in England. There is 
a genuine occupational requirement (GOR) that principals and vice prin-
cipals should be practising Christians, and ESF welcomes applications 
from suitably qualified and experienced professionals looking for oppor-
tunities to serve in leadership roles within our schools. As well as being 
an outstanding classroom practitioner in your specialist subject, you will 
have a proven ability to provide outstanding and inspirational leadership, 
the vision, drive, and energy to build on the existing achievements of our 
schools, a passion for excellence, and a love for Jesus Christ. For further 
details please contact the Executive Principal, Jonathan Winch, at 1JWI@
esf-schools.org.uk.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Do you feel called to serve those with special needs? Join our team in 
providing respite, day program activities and a place to call home. A 
heart for Christian service, good inter-personal skills, and a willing-
ness to learn are of primary importance. Background in DSW, PSW, 
Recreation Therapy or Child and Youth Work is helpful. Weekend 
and overnight hours included. Male applicants are especially needed. 
To join Peace Haven Free Reformed Association in Brantford, contact 
Director, Margaret Heemskerk: mheemskerk.peacehaven@gmail.com 
or 519-770-8816 or Secretary, Jorina Bouman jorinabouman@cogeco.
ca. www.peacehaven.ca

GENEVA, RHINE RIVER, DORDRECHT REFORMATION TOUR 2018
Thanks to a generous donor, if you are a present or former office-bearer in the church, a special discount price is available to you and 
your wife such that your flights to and from Europe will be fully paid (that is, $2,200 of your trips will be subsidized), up to the first 
fifteen couples that register! For more information, call Joel Beeke at 616-432-3403.



NATIONAL NEWS
MORE AMERICANS ARE SUPPORTING THE DOJ INVESTIGATION 
OF PLANNED PARENTHOOD
The Department of Justice announced that it would launch an investiga-
tion into Planned Parenthood’s involvement in illegally profiting from the 
transfer of fetal tissue from aborted babies.

A recent Rasmussen poll found that a plurality of likely voters supports 
this investigation—forty-six percent said they favored the investigation 
while only thirty-eight percent were opposed to it. While the poll also 
finds that sixty percent of likely voters have a favorable view of Planned 
Parenthood, there is evidence that the group’s popularity has, in fact, 
eroded over recent decades. In 1989, a Gallup poll found that Planned 
Parenthood’s approval rating was a whopping eighty-nine percent, much 
higher than the sixty percent Rasmussen now reports. During the 1990s, 
defunding Planned Parenthood was not a priority, even for pro-life 
politicians. Now, however, a vast majority of Republican congressmen 
publicly support defunding Planned Parenthood. (Originally posted at 
The National Review)

LOUISIANA SAYS STUDENTS HAVE RIGHT TO PRAY, READ BIBLE 
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Louisiana Attorney General Jeff Landry and US Rep. Mike Johnson, 
R-La., have released the Louisiana Students Rights Review, a fifteen-page 
guide that explains the religious freedom rights of teachers and students 
in public schools.

The review says that public schools in the US do not need to be 
“religion-free zones.”

“To the contrary, both federal and state laws specifically protect reli-
gious freedom rights in public schools,” the document reads. “Thankfully, 
Congress and our state legislature still recognize the fundamental impor-
tance of religious liberty—the first freedom listed in the Constitution’s 
Bill of Rights.”

The document also says that just because schools have to stay neutral 
on religion, that shouldn’t keep students from practicing their faith on 
school property.

Instead, students are free to pray, discuss their faith, read the Bible, 
and invite others to religious events. The US Constitution protects that 
type of speech, the review says.

However, the document did note that all religious activity has to be 
student-led and student-initiated.

Schools can also recognize Christmas and Easter with parties as long as 
the purpose is “educational” and does not “advance a particular religion.”

Faculty and teachers are allowed to organize Bible studies and prayer 
groups outside of instructional time, according to the document. They 
may also discuss religion in the classroom if it is relevant to the class-
room’s subject.

The document comes after a Louisiana mother sued the Webster 
Parish School District in December, claiming that the district was uncon-
stitutionally promoting Christianity. (Amanda Casanova | Religion Today 
Contributing Writer)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
CHURCH CLOSURES SPUR FEAR OF CRACKDOWN IN ALGERIA
Algerian Christians fear government officials may be coordinating inten-
sified persecution against them following arrests, inspections, and church 
closures in recent months.

Middle East Concern and World Watch Monitor reported that police 
arrested three people on December 19 in a cafe in Chlef after finding they 
had Christian literature. Although released, the three Christians could 
face criminal charges of proselytizing. Punishment can include fines up 
to 1 million dinars and five years’ imprisonment, according to the US 
State Department.

In southern Algeria, a provincial governor ordered a church to cease 
all religious activities at their facility after a decade of use. Officials there 

accused church leaders of failing to comply with safety regulations and 
obtain government permission. They were told they cannot reconvene 
until three months after obtaining a permit. 

Although the Algerian Constitution allows for freedom of conscience 
and worship, groups must be registered, and religious services can only 
be held in buildings set aside exclusively for that use. Acts like insulting 
any religion or proselytizing a Muslim remain illegal. (Julia A. Seymour 
| WORLD News Service) 

PERSECUTION FOCUS
NORTH KOREA LEADS WORLD IN PERSECUTING THE CHURCH
An annual list ranking the fifty countries where Christians face the most 
brutal persecution has been released and North Korea is again at the top. 
The totalitarian regime is ranked number one on the 2018 Open Doors 
World Watch List, marking the sixteenth consecutive year it has topped 
the list.  

David Curry, president and CEO of Open Doors USA, says it’s no 
surprise that Christians suffer in North Korea, where dictator Kim Jong-
Un thinks he is God.

Describing the dangers of Christians there, Curry says starving neigh-
bors are promised more rations if they squeal on someone who owns a 
Bible or talks about their faith. The country’s horrible labor camps, he 
says, are filled with tens of thousands of Christian believers.

Farther down the list, one country many might be surprised to see 
ranked number eleven is India. The country of 1.3 billion people has earned 
a spot on the list, and keeps climbing every year, because its prime minister 
and the BJP party are attempting to enforce one religion: Hinduism.

What is happening there is “incredibly shameful,” says Curry, and 
India needs to be informed the United States is aware it is allowing attacks 
on churches and Christian believers. (Bill Bumpas | OneNewsNow.com)

FOCUS ON CHRISTIANITY
POPE’S SUGGESTED RE-WORDING OF THE LORD’S PRAYER 
LABELED “DANGEROUS”
The head of the worldwide Roman Catholic Church is talking about 
changing one of the best-known and most widely recited passages of 
Scripture—and that’s not sitting well with the president of a conservative 
Protestant seminary.

It’s recited by millions of Catholics every day across the globe, and is 
every bit as central to the Protestant faith as well. But the pope is open 
to changing the Lord’s Prayer. The line he has a problem with is: “And 
lead us not into temptation”—and he suggests, for the sake of theological 
clarity, that a better translation might be something along the lines of: 
“Do not let us fall into temptation.”

That, says Southern Evangelical Seminary president Dr. Richard 
Land, is nothing short of heresy. “I’m stunned, I’m appalled, and I’m 
heartbroken. What the pope has done here is very, very dangerous and is 
really quite breathtaking in its hubris.”

Two passages in the New Testament relay the account of the Lord’s 
Prayer: Matthew 6:9–13 and Luke 11:2–4 (KJV).

Land continues, “What is translated is what is actually said by Jesus in 
the New Testament: ‘Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’”

James 1:13 teaches that God is not the author of temptation. And 
yes, Land concedes, it can be confusing to compare that verse to the two 
passages found in the Gospels. “I understand the Pope’s concern, [but] 
I just am horrified by his solution,” he offers. “You interpret the Bible 
with the Bible.”

Land says changing the Holy Word of God has been the start of many 
a falling-away, from the earliest days of the faith until today, which is 
why he says that holding fast to the inspired Word of God, as faithfully 
translated, is so important.

“When you start thinking that you can change the very words that Jesus 
spoke to His disciples, then what can’t you change?” he asks. “This strikes 
at the bedrock of the Christian faith.” (Steve Jordahl | OneNewsNow.com)

CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW JOHN GOUDZWAARD
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CORNER FOR TEENS | REV. MAARTEN KUIVENHOVEN

Does church membership really matter? When do I join the 
church? How does confession of faith fit into this picture? 
At what point is a person ready to make confession of faith? 
These are questions every young person will face as they seek 
to make confession of faith and become part of the visible 
manifestation of Christ’s church on earth. Maybe you come 
from a church where you have seen a lot of young people 
leave and you wonder what the value of joining the church 
is if it’s so easy to leave. Or perhaps you have grown up in a 
church where church membership and confession of faith is 
just a formality, something you do because you’ve reached 
a certain age. Let’s tackle the first question raised—does 
church membership really matter? The Word of God gives 
various beautiful and convicting pictures of what member-
ship in the church of Jesus Christ looks like. As God paints 
these pictures, we see the value that He places on church 
membership and the value of faith in Him. 

The first picture is that of the Vine and the branches 
in John 15. Jesus is the Vine. He is the source of life and 
nutrients for the branches. Life in the Vine cannot be apart 
from Jesus Christ. There is a church in the area where I 
serve aptly named “The Vineyard,” picking up on this bibli-
cal picture of Christ and His church. It is interesting that 
this picture shows both living and dead branches. The dead 
branches will be cut off because they do not bear fruit. 
These can be compared to those members who are part of 
the church, but who are in reality dead because they are 
devoid of faith. The living branches are pruned in order 
to bring forth more fruit. They are alive because they have 
faith in Christ. The application from this picture cuts to the 
heart as you face the question of church membership—are 
you a dead branch still separate from Christ or are you a 
living branch engrafted into Christ by a living faith? Is your 
church membership and confession of faith an expression of 
that living connection with Christ or is it still just a formal-
ity that you participate in because you’ve reached a certain 
age? Perhaps this picture will help you discern between the 
two and settle your heart in Christ.

The second picture is that of a building or a temple. 
This picture comes from Ephesians 2:19–22 and 1 Peter 
2:4–6, and speaks of membership in the church as living 
stones being built upon Christ, the chief Cornerstone, and 
upon the apostles and prophets, that is, the Word of God. 
The application of this picture is that Scripture calls you 
to consider church membership from this perspective: to 
be a living stone built upon Christ. There is also tremen-
dous encouragement in these verses from 1 Peter 2:6, “He 
that believeth on him shall not be confounded.” Joining the 

church with a sincere heart, trusting in Jesus, is not a gamble 
that things might work out, but it is a sure truth that the 
one who believes in Christ will not be put to shame. This 
question can help you discern where you stand: Are you 
a living stone built upon Christ, or is Christ a stumbling 
block to you? 

The third picture is one we can relate to—that of the 
body. In 1 Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul paints the pic-
ture of what life in the church looks like. Christ is the Head 
of the Body, and the members of the church are different 
parts of the body, each gifted in such a way that it contrib-
utes to the whole. What happens when a part of the body 
malfunctions? Healing is sought through discipline, and if 
no gospel healing is possible the body part is cut off through 
excommunication. As a young person you have been bap-
tized into that body. Because of your baptism, God calls 
you to settle the question of faith in His Son. Will you be a 
living part of that body through faith in Christ, the Head? 

The fourth picture is the church as a family. In speak-
ing of the church as a family, Paul writes that the whole 
family in heaven and earth, referring to believers, is named 
after Jesus Christ. Again, He is the Head of the church. In 
Ephesians 5 we go back to the marriage of Christ and His 
church—He is the Bridegroom and the church is the bride. 
He is the Elder Brother through whom we are adopted into 
the family of God (Eph. 1:5). Many times, Paul addresses 
his letters to brothers and sisters. The spiritually mature 
men and women of the church are to be viewed as spiritual 
fathers and mothers.

What two things did you notice that were common to 
all these pictures? Christ owns the church. Faith is the liv-
ing connection to life in Christ, in His body. God places a 
high value on membership in the church and so should you. 
Church membership matters because as the Bible portrays 
it, it is a matter of the heart. It is a matter that only you can 
answer for yourself. These pictures are in the Bible to show 
you your great need of Christ and the faith that He gives 
for life in the church. To genuinely belong to the body of 
Christ, to the family of Christ, to the temple of God, to live 
out of the Vine, faith is essential. Without faith, it is impos-
sible to please God. The beauty of these pictures shows that 
Christ is the One in whom that life is to be found. Next time 
we will consider the other questions that surround church 
membership and confession of faith.

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congrega-
tion of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a PhD candidate at Calvin Theological 
Seminary.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP (1): The Pictures

90  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  MARCH/APRIL 2018



BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH
FROM SOME PRISONERS:
The BSGT is awesome. When I get it in the mail I drop whatever 
I’m doing and read it. Thank you so much for the subscription. I 
loved the article “On My Shelf: Life and Books with Joel Beeke.” I 
love Reformed literature. Spurgeon is one of my favorites. “Lectures 
to My Students” is great. Like you said, “Because they stir up within 
me love to Christ.” And the RHB and BSGT does that for me, and 
I’m grateful for that. You provoke me unto good works (Heb. 10:24).

Recently, I requested a subscription to The Banner of Sovereign 
Grace Truth, and was so excited to have received that request just 
last week. I just wanted to say thank you so very much. I absolutely 
appreciate your blessing and look forward to receiving my next issue! 
May the Lord of heaven keep you in His grace always.

GOSPEL TRUMPET
When I was in Grand Rapids two years ago I received some Gospel 
Trumpet booklets. These sermons have proved to be invaluable 
for us because our pastor has been ill and I have had to do reading 
services in his absence from the pulpit. It is difficult to find good 
experimental Reformed sermons so these are much appreciated and 
so I believe that it is a ministry worth supporting.

TRACT MINISTRY
I don’t know what I would do without you sending me those tracts. 
They are so strong and true. I love them a lot. They help me keep 
my mind on God all the time and that is so very good for me and 
the others around me that believe in God. I tell them all about it and 
let them read for themselves and their mind is blown just like mine. 

So please keep them coming so when I do get out, your tracts keep 
me going on the right track with myself and God. Thank you and 
know that you are doing a good job helping me and many others.

PURITAN REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
FROM A STUDENT:
It is with great joy and encouragement that I have received the notice 
of the approval of a scholarship to continue my studies at PRTS. 
At the end of this week there will be a meeting of the Synod of 
the Evangelical Reformed Church of Lithuania. They will be very 
encouraged by the scholarship decision.

I am very grateful for what I have already received from my stud-
ies at PRTS. I am learning so much every day. Sometimes it is like 
drinking from a waterfall!

My studies at PRTS completely changed the way I teach and 
preach the Bible. I used to tell people that the Bible is a treasure 
chest and that they should read it. But now I am beginning to show 
them some of the treasures that are in that chest. Like me and my 
wife, they are becoming more and more excited about God’s Word 
and what it teaches. Now I can truly dream of a new Reformation 
in Lithuania.

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
FROM A PASTOR IN GEORGIA:
I have been reading the book Overcoming the World, and have found 
it to be just what I needed at this time. The section for pastors is 
especially convicting and much needed in our time. Thank you for 
bringing us back to the Word.

FROM OUR MAILBOX

CAMBRIDGE REFORMED
BIBLE CONFERENCE
MARCH 23-24, 2018  |  ST. GEORGE, ONTARIO
Speaker: Dr. Joel Beeke  |  Register: cambridgerbc.ca
Providence Free Reformed Church, 269 St. George Road, St. George, Ontario

THE ENEMIES OF THE CHRISTIAN: 
THE FLESH, THE WORLD, THE DEVIL
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Behold what wondrous grace
The Father has bestowed
On sinners of a mortal race,
To call them sons of God!
 
’Tis no surprising thing
That we should be unknown;
The Jewish world knew not their King,
God’s everlasting Son.
 
Nor doth it yet appear
How great we must be made;
But when we see our Savior here,
We shall be like our Head.
 

A hope so much divine
May trials well endure;
May purge our souls from sense and sin,
As Christ the Lord is pure.
 
If in my Father’s love
I share a filial part,
Send down Thy Spirit like a dove,
To rest upon my heart.
 
We would no longer lie
Like slaves beneath the throne;
My faith shall Abba, Father, cry,
And Thou the kindred own.

          —ISAAC WATTS




