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To our Redeemer’s glorious Name 
Awake the sacred song: 
O may His love—immortal flame— 
Tune every heart and tongue.

His love, what mortal tongue can reach? 
What mortal tongue display? 
Imagination’s utmost stretch 
In wonder dies away.

Let wonder still with love unite, 
And gratitude and joy; 
Be Jesus our supreme delight, 
His praise our best employ.

Jesus, who left His throne on high, 
Left the bright realms of bliss, 
And came on earth to bleed and die— 
Was ever love like this?

Dear Lord, while we adoring pay 
Our humble thanks to Thee, 
May every heart with rapture say, 
The Savior died for me.

O may the sweet, the blissful theme 
Fill every heart and tongue, 
Till strangers love Thy charming Name, 
And join the sacred song.

—ANNE STEELE
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“The more I see of Jesus, the more He opens to me His loving heart, the deeper is my sorrow for sin. 
I lie down in the dust of His feet closer than ever I did before. I can truly say I abhor myself in dust 
and ashes before Him. My heart seems ready to melt into contrition in view of the ten thousand 
thousand sins, willful and aggravating, that I have committed against Him, who loved me with an 
everlasting love, and with loving kindness drew me to Himself.” — Mary Winslow
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Certain people are specially gifted at recognizing and plac-
ing people in their proper families. They can see a woman 
and immediately determine who her parents and extended 
family are and how they know of them. Whether or not we 
are gifted with this ability, we all have our family ties and 
we all occupy an important place in them.

It would be striking if someone asked a Christian 
believer, “Whose child are you?” and the response was made: 
“I am Abraham’s child.” In the time of John the Baptist, this 
way of thinking was deeply ingrained in the religious lead-
ers, as we can tell by Matthew 3:9, where John the Baptist 
anticipates the familiar response, “And think not to say 
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father….” Yet, 
Paul draws the inseparable connection between Abraham 
and believers.

This connection is not a physical descent from Abraham, 
being “of the circumcision” which would mean an ethnic Jew 
compared to a Gentile. The words in verse 7 emphasize that 
the crucial family trait that people must have to be related to 
Abraham is “faith.” In the words of the Reformer John Cal-
vin, “To be ‘of faith’ therefore is to rest their righteousness 
and hope of salvation on the mercy of God” (Commentary 
on Galatians). This follows from the preceding verse which 
quotes Genesis 15:6, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.” 

Galatians 3 is one of the many chapters in the Bible that 
teaches the Reformed doctrine of justification by faith alone. 
It presses upon us the absolute need we have for Spirit-
worked faith which receives the righteousness of Christ 
and justifies sinners. From Galatians 3:7–9, I would like to 
supply direction for Christian growth from the believer’s 
relationship to Abraham. 

First, the connection between Abraham and those “of 
faith” reminds us of the believer’s past. Abraham was not 
always “of faith.” Joshua 24:2 speaks about Abraham as an 

idolater on the other side of the river before he came to 
Canaan. All believers have a shared history described so well 
by Ephesians 2:1–3 as “children of wrath.” It is not because 
of who we were that God has had mercy on believers; it 
comes in the midst of our misery. Growth in the Christian 
life comes through meditating on what we once were. 

Second, the connection between Abraham and those 
“of faith” gives us present-tense focus when we read “the 
same are the children of Abraham.” We often think of 
Isaac as the promised child born to Abraham, and he was. 
But the focus here is not on Isaac as natural child but the 
supernatural child born so miraculously to a couple well 
past child-bearing age. Abraham’s faith and the faith of 
all Abraham’s children are focused on the Promised Seed 
who is Jesus Christ. In John 8:56 Jesus said, “Your Father 
Abraham rejoiced to see my day….” Christ is the fulfillment 
of the seed of Abraham; He makes people like you and me 
children of Abraham. Growth in the Christian life f lows 
from who Christ is. 

The third connection between Abraham and those “of 
faith” is the future significance of Abraham’s blessing. Verses 
8–9 speak of “scripture forseeing that God would justify 
the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham….” God proclaimed the gospel to Abraham when 
he said, “in thee shall all nations be blessed.” The blessing 
God held in store would f low to the nations through a con-
nection with Abraham. What is the connection? It is faith, 
but more specifically stated in verse 14, “that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” Growth 
in the Christian life follows from living fellowship in the 
church as the Spirit-filled community of God’s people. 

Abraham is dead, but are we, his children, growing?

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in 
Bradford, Ontario.

(Galatians 3:7–9)

v
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1. What is casuistry and why did the Puritans focus on it?
Casuistry is teaching people how to know what God wants 
them to do in specific situations, and how to live with peace 
of conscience before God. It addresses particular “cases of 
conscience” or ethical and spiritual questions. The Reforma-
tion of the sixteenth century brought a renewed understand-
ing of justification by faith alone and sanctification by the 
Holy Spirit, but these very doctrines raised questions such 
as, “How do I know if I have justifying faith?” or, “What 
does it mean to please God at my job?” Therefore, the Puri-
tans, as heirs of the Reformation, developed answers to such 
questions based upon the Word of God. 

2. What was the place of counseling for the Puritans? Was 
it something they did primarily in the corporate worship 
service or was it done one-on-one and in private?
The answer is both. William Perkins, who wrote a foun-
dational treatise on preaching, said that the preacher must 
apply the law and the gospel to the several specific spiritual 
conditions in which people find themselves. Someone who is 
ignorant and unteachable needs far different treatment than 
someone broken under the guilt of sin. Some listeners need 
milk, and others strong meat.1 Fifty years later, the West-
minster Assembly, in the Directory for the Publick Worship 
of God, said the minister “is not to rest in general doctrine,” 
but “to bring it home” in specific applications, including 
teaching the truth, refuting errors, exhorting for obedience, 
warning against sin, applying comfort, and directing self-
examination.2 As a result of such an approach to preaching, 
Puritan sermons were full of practical counseling.

At the same time, the Puritans recognized that a pastor 
must counsel families and individuals in a more personal 
way. Some Puritans did more of this than others. John Owen 
said some people in a church will face particular spiritual 
difficulties, such as “the terror of the Lord” on those con-
victed but not yet converted, backsliding into sin after con-
version, great and long-term aff lictions, feeling abandoned 
by God, and horrible temptations from Satan. It is part of 
a pastor’s calling to understand their cases and the right 
spiritual medicines to heal them, to give such people atten-
tion and concern with patience and tenderness.3 Personal 
work is very fruitful both for comfort and rebuke. Richard 
Baxter said, “I have found by experience, that an ignorant 
sot that hath been an unprofitable hearer so long, hath got 
more knowledge and remorse of conscience in half an hour’s 
close discourse, than they did from ten year’s public preach-
ing.”4 Preaching the Word is the primary means of grace, but 
personal counseling plays a significant role as well.

3. Casuistry was a major emphasis for the Puritans, but 
it is not just the word that has faded—so has the practice. 
What have we lost? What would we gain if we recovered it?
We have nearly severed experience and practice from bibli-
cal doctrine. On the one hand, this has sometimes resulted 
in preaching that rests content in mere teaching or only the 
most general of applications. Congregations become teach-
ing centers, producing Christians who are informed but 
do not know how to relate their experiences and particular 
battles for sanctification to the Word. A return to Puritan 
casuistry would make preaching much more practical. It 

Puritan Casuistry
JOEL R. BEEKEInterview with Tim Challies



would also display more of God’s wisdom, as people feel that 
“Aha! That’s me!” because their hearts resonate with how 
the Bible describes various spiritual experiences.

On the other hand, this divorce between the Christian 
heart and the Christian head has sometimes resulted in 
counseling that is not grounded in the sound doctrines of 
Scripture but instead follows secular psychology (with a 
few verses thrown in). Such counseling can become little 
more than affirming whatever someone feels, instead of 
speaking with authority to a person’s sorrows and sins. 
Puritan casuistry would make counseling more biblical. It 
would also display more of God’s authority and power, for 
He not only sympathizes, but also commands, judges, and 
sets the captives free. A Puritan example of such casuistical 
counseling can be found in William Bridge, A Lifting Up 
for the Downcast.

4. One application you draw out is “be a preacher of the 
Word, not a prober of feelings.” Why is this so important? 
How can a pastor ensure he is doing this?
Certainly a pastor should ask questions about a person’s 
experiences, actions, and circumstances. He would be a fool 
to speak before he listens. But the pastor must never allow 
the world’s expectations of unconditional positive regard 
(or his own desire to please people) to make him into a 
sycophant and f latterer. Rather, the pastor is a messenger 
of the Lord of hosts (Mal. 2:7). He must command people 
to repent and believe the gospel because the kingdom of 
God is coming (Mark 1:15). He should ask himself, “Do 
my preaching and counseling apply both the law and the 
gospel? Is Christ the substance of it and supreme over all? 
Am I preparing souls for Judgment Day?” The idea that 
just talking about feelings brings resolution to difficulties 
is deeply mistaken. Repentance and faith must be exercised 
in the details or little changes.

5. If a pastor or anyone else wanted to be counseled by the 
Puritans on casuistry, what would be the best books to  
turn to?
Beginners could start with Thomas Brooks, Precious Rem-
edies against Satan’s Devices, a great help regarding specific 
cases of temptation, and, as I previously mentioned, William 
Bridge, A Lifting Up for the Downcast.

A broad view of Puritan casuistry for the Christian life 
may be found in Robert Bolton, General Directions for a 
Comfortable Walking with God.

More advanced readers who are ready to tackle seven-
teenth-century print would benefit from reading the classic 
Puritan text by William Ames, Conscience with the Power 
and Cases Thereof (digital or in print). 

The summa of Puritan casuistry is Richard Baxter, The 
Christian Directory (out of print, but available in digital for-

mat), but one must read Baxter with watchfulness because 
he is in error in his views of the atonement and justification. 

I highly recommend the regular reading of Puritan ser-
mons such as those by Thomas Manton on Hebrews 11. One 
can learn a lot about biblical counseling simply by paying 
special attention to the applications (“uses”) in each sermon.

1. William Perkins, The Arte of Prophecying, in The Workes of that Famovs 
and VVorthie Minister of Christ, in the Vniversitie of Cambridge, M. William 
Perkins (London: Iohn Legat, 1609), 2:752–53. The work was first published as 
Prophetica, Sive De Sacra et Unica Ratione Concionandi Tractatus (n.p.: Johannis 
Legatt, 1592).

2. “The Directory for the Publick Worship of God,” in Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (Glasgow, Free Presbyterian Publications, 1994), 380.

3. John Owen, The True Nature of a Gospel Church, in The Works of John 
Owen, ed. William H. Goold (repr., Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1965–1698), 
16:85–86.

4. Richard Baxter, Gildas Salvianus: The Reformed Pastor, in The Practical 
Works of the Rev. Richard Baxter, ed. William Orme (London: James Duncan, 
1830), 14:276.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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a substitution

The Passover is more than history

It would be hard to find a major topic of theol-
ogy that does not find expression in the book of Exodus. 
Many of the themes that God progressively revealed in 
Scripture begin in this book. Unquestionably, the greatest 
single event in Old Testament history was the Exodus from 
Egypt. It was a supreme demonstration of God’s grace, 
faithfulness, and power. It was the paradigm for every other 
deliverance, whether national or spiritual.

Allusions to the Exodus occur in every major section 
of the Old Testament, and the New Testament refers to it 
repeatedly as well. When Moses and Elijah appeared on 
the Mount of Transfiguration to discuss with Jesus His 
approaching death, Luke deliberately used the Greek word 
“exodus” to designate that death. Christ called His death 
the New Covenant sealed by His blood, just like the Pass-
over sacrifice. When the Song of the Redeemed sounds in 
heaven, it is the song of Moses and the Lamb. In addition, 
the New Testament has over thirty explicit references to this 
epoch event, and over twenty occur in the Passion narra-
tives. If that were not sufficient to confirm the link to the 
Lord Jesus, Paul explicitly declared, “Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). The Passover is more than 
history; its message is the everlasting gospel. It has lessons 
for sinners still in sin’s bondage and in jeopardy of the sen-
tence of death, and lessons for saints whose memories need 
to be stirred to think on the grace that rescued them from 
bondage and death to liberty and life. Three principal les-
sons stand out from the first Passover.

A Lesson in Sovereign Grace
On that fateful night in Egypt, some were going to die and 
some were going to live. The death sentence was on all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt (11:5), but the Lord “put a 
difference between the Egyptians and Israel” (11:7). The 
question is, why? Israel was certainly not delivered because 
of their righteousness. The Scripture is clear that they were 
guilty of the same sin and idolatry as the Egyptians ( Josh. 
24:14; Ezek. 23:8, 19). They were not delivered because of 
their aff lictions nor because of any inherit worth or poten-
tial for they deserved their bondage and they had no merit. 
Israel’s bondage pictures the spiritual bondage of every indi-

vidual, born in sin, held under sin’s dominion and power, 
incapable of freeing self. Later, Moses explained directly that 
God loved them because He loved them (Deut. 7:7, 8). The 
reason God spared the firstborn in Israel was found within 
Himself. The first Passover and every following celebra-
tion of it was a reminder of grace. It is a reminder to every 
believer that the only reason he will not die the death of the 
wicked is because of grace.

A Lesson in Substitutionary  
Atonement
The Exodus teaches that grace, notwithstanding its sov-
ereignty, demands atonement; redemption requires a price  
(1 Peter 1:18, 19). The Passover lamb was a vivid picture-
prophecy that points directly and unquestionably to the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Christ fulfilled the prophecy, but 
the lessons about atonement remain.

The lamb was an obvious substitute. The sentence was 
clear; all the firstborn were doomed to death (12:12). Nor-
mally, being the firstborn was a position of honor, but not 
that night. On that night, the firstborn would live only if the 
substitute died. It had to be the death of the firstborn or the 
death of the lamb—one or the other. If anyone could ever 
understand the grace of substitution, the firstborn in Israel 
could. The Passover lamb provided a vivid demonstration 
that the basis of life was outside of oneself in the death of 
another. The Passover declares a fundamental truth of the 
gospel that Jesus died in behalf of and in the place of those 
He represented, His people.

The lamb was a perfect substitute. Any imperfections in 
the lamb disqualified it from being the substitute (12:5–6). 
The value of the death was linked directly to the value of the 
life, a truth that finds its ultimate reality in Christ. As the 
Passover lamb was selected from the f lock (12:3), so Christ 
was the elect or chosen substitute for His people (Isa. 42:1). 
The eternal Son was set apart to be the only Redeemer of 
God’s elect. As the lamb had to be without defect (12:5), 
so Christ was the Lamb without spot or blemish (1 Peter 
1:19); He was impeccably pure. As the Passover lamb was 
isolated from the tenth day to the fourteenth day (12:3, 6) 
to assure of its perfection, so Christ was under scrutiny from 
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Faith in Christ marks a new life
Old Testament Bible Study

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett

His birth until His death. He lived under the law, in view 
of the world and before the Lord, demonstrating over and 
again that He was indeed holy and undefiled. His perfect 
living qualified Him as the perfect substitute to pay for the 
sins of His people.

The lamb was the slain substitute. The Passover lamb 
pictured the necessity of death and shedding of blood as 
essential to atonement (12:6–7). Death was the execution of 
justice (12:12). Death is the earned end of sin; it is the debt 
that must be paid. Many in Egypt paid their own debt and 
received their earned wages, but many others lived by virtue 
of the death of the substitute. Justice demands the penalty, 
and the penalty for sin will be paid either in Christ or out 
of Christ. But one way or the other, it will be paid. 

The shedding of blood was the effective cause of deliv-
erance (12:7). The Passover demonstrated graphically that 
without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin 
(Heb. 9:22). It was not the corpse or the hide of the lamb 
that diverted judgment; it was the blood. Death was neces-
sary for the satisfaction of justice; blood was necessary for 
the satisfaction of divine wrath. One without the other is 
no atonement. So it is that the sacrificial death of Christ 
and His precious blood appease the wrath of the rightly 
angry God, quench the fire of judgment, and wash away 
the guilty stain.

The lamb was a successful substitute (12:13, 23, 27). The 
sacrifice worked; there was death everywhere except where 
the blood was applied. The blood was the protective cover-
ing between God’s people and the curse. The presence of 
the blood caused the Lord to pass over (to leap over) and 
blocked the plague of destruction from entering. As every 
blood-covered house was spared, so everyone covered with 
the blood of Christ is safe and secure. There will never be a 
soul in hell that has been saved by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
That’s the gospel, and it works every time.

A Lesson in Saving Faith
Faith places trust in the blood. There was plenty of blood-
shed in Egypt that night, but only where the blood was 
applied was there life. The blood made the difference. Faith 
appropriates its benefits and rests in its power. The Pass-

over underscores the objectivity of faith: The object of faith 
determines its value. Most likely, there were some first-
born in blood-covered houses that suffered a restless night 
wondering if the blood would really work. And there were 
most likely those that slept well in peace and confidence. 
The point is that both survived the night; the Lord passed 
over both houses and the plague entered neither. Assur-
ance or lack thereof did not affect the outcome. Salvation 
depended on the Lord seeing the blood, not on how well 
they remembered seeing it. The Lord said, “when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you” (12:13). Whether the faith was 
strong or faltering, it was of equal value because it rested on 
the blood. It is not the degree or fervency of faith that saves; 
it is the object of faith that saves. Saving faith saves because 
it receives and rests on Christ as He is freely offered in the 
gospel. The more we grasp that salvation rests on what 
Christ has done, the more we can come into the blessedness 
of assurance realizing it doesn’t depend on us. 

Faith finds sustenance in the lamb (12:8–10). The slain 
lamb became food. Eating was a symbol of peace and fellow-
ship, but it was also an act of nourishment. By eating they 
assimilated the lamb to themselves. What the Passover lamb 
was to the body, so feasting on Christ is to the soul (John 
6:48–56). By feasting on Christ, we receive nourishment 
and strength for living. Feasting on Christ should not be a 
one-time meal; the more the better. 

Faith begins a new life. The Passover was the “beginning 
of months…the first month of the year” (12:2). The Pass-
over marked the birthday of the nation, the beginning of a 
journey that put Egypt behind them and the Promised Land 
ahead. So faith in Christ is not the end; it is the beginning 
of a new life. Faith takes the believer on a journey. Faith 
in Christ marks a new life with the world and sin behind 
and eternal glory ahead. Old things are passed away and all 
things have become new.

So let us remember that “Christ our Passover is sacrificed 
for us” and “let us keep the feast” (not in fact but in faith 
in what it teaches) in “sincerity and truth” (1 Cor. 5:7–8).

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

a lesson in saving faith
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The Miracles of Christ: 
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The Miracle of the coin in the fish’s mouth 
took place in the last six months of Christ’s ministry on 
earth. Enlightened by the Spirit of God, Peter had just 
confessed Christ to be the Son of God (16:16)—a glorious 
confession. Yet he still had so much to learn, both about 
himself and about the Savior. Let’s study four lessons we 
see Peter learning in this passage of the next miracle Jesus 
performed. 

An All-wise Prophet 
While they were in Capernaum, those who collected tribute 
money approached Peter and asked, “Doth not your master 
pay tribute?” (v. 24). This tribute was not a civil tax but a 
religious tax, also known as the temple tax. The amount due 
was a coin known as a didrachma, the wages of about two 
days work for a day laborer. It was based on Exodus 30:11–
16, which required every adult male to pay half a shekel as 
ransom money towards the building of the tabernacle. It is 
not clear from the original text whether this was to be an 
annual tax or, more likely, just a one-time tax towards the 
making of the tabernacle (Ex. 26:20–25; 38:25–31). Later, 
a similar tax was levied for the rebuilding of the temple 
(Neh. 10:32–33). 

Peter, without much thought, it seems, answered the 
question in the affirmative (v. 25). But when he went to 
tell his Master, who must have been in another part of the 
house, Jesus “prevented him,” or “anticipated him,” showing 
thereby His omniscience. Wherever we are, Christ indeed 
is the silent witness of all our words and thoughts. Jesus put 
the issue to Peter succinctly: “What thinkest thou, Simon? 
Of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? 
Of their own children, or of strangers?” (v. 25). In other 
words: “Kings don’t charge tax to their family, but to their 
subjects. Which am I?”

This question is all the more poignant in light of the 
previous chapter, when Peter had confessed so beautifully, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16). 
Now Peter’s life lags behind his confession. Disciples of the 
Lord still today often live so differently from their con-
fession without thinking twice about it. Perhaps you can 
remember a situation in which you carelessly followed oth-
ers’ expectations or example without considering whether 

you were in line with Scripture. Later you realized what a 
fool you were (Ps. 73:22). It’s not without reason that Jesus 
uses Peter’s old name, “Simon” (v. 25). Peter acted so eas-
ily and quickly according to his old nature. God’s people 
need so much more “renewing of their mind” (Rom. 12:2). 
Christ says to Peter, “What thinkest thou?” or, “What are 
you thinking?” What a mercy it is that the Lord is such a 
patient teacher. 

Note here that, like Peter, if we profess the name of 
Christ, all our actions testify of our Lord and Master. By 
his quick “yes,” Peter gave a wrong impression of His Mas-
ter to the tax collectors. In essence, he had added to His 
humiliation by making Him seem less than He truly was. 
We should think of that the next time we act in a way that 
makes Christ look small. What we say or do either magni-
fies the Lord or diminishes His glory. May the Lord forgive 
us for doing the latter so much, so unthinkingly, so easily. 

A Humble Servant
Remarkably, Christ was willing to submit Himself to an 
ordinance that made Him seem more a subject than the Son 
that He really was. Of course, He remained Lord over all, 
even of the temple, but He was willing to make “himself 
of no reputation and took upon him the form of a ser-
vant” (Phil. 2:7). According to His own words, He was even 
“greater than the temple” (Matt. 12:6); yet He still stooped 
to pay the tax like everyone else did.

But He did not pay it for the reason Peter wanted Him 
to. He did it “lest we should offend them” (v. 27). Two 
people can do the same things for different reasons, and the 
one would be right while the other would be wrong. Christ’s 
heart was such that He would forego His own rights in order 
to serve the good of others, as Paul later instructed Chris-
tians to do (Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 8:13; Gal. 5:13). He came 
not to do His own will, but the will of His Father (John 
6:38) and to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). 

The lesson for us is obvious. If the Son of God did not 
insist on His rights but gave them up in order to avoid put-
ting a stumbling block before ignorant sinners, how can we 
not do the same? “Owe no man any thing, but to love one 
another” (Rom. 13:8). Rather than f launt our royal rights 
before the world, giving cause for the gospel to be poorly 

Read: Matthew 17:24–27



JuLY/AuGuST 2014  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  161

spoken of, let us follow the Master in lowliness of mind, 
esteeming others better than ourselves (Phil. 2:3). 

An Omnipotent Lord
Just to show Peter again what a glorious Lord He was, Jesus 
commanded him to go “to the sea, and cast an hook, and 
take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast 
opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money” (v. 27). 
This miracle proved the Lord’s omniscience, for He knew 
of this fish in the sea with a coin in his mouth. Moreover, 
it proved the Lord’s omnipotence, for He made it come to 
Peter’s hook. Christ speaks to Peter with such calm confi-
dence. Surely, He is a free Son of the Lord of Lords and the 
Creator Himself. He is the One of whom the Psalms sing, 
“In his hand are the deep places of the earth…The sea is 
his and he made it” (Ps. 95:4–5). 

If the Lord could discern the money of the fish in the 
sea, could He not discern your need, child of God? And if 
the Lord could provide in this need, would He not know 
how to provide in your need? He is at no loss to provide in 
our needs, temporal or eternal, since truly nothing is too 
hard for the Lord (Gen. 18:14). 

A Redeeming Savior
There is even more to this miracle. The coin that Peter 
found in the fish was worth twice what was necessary. The 
Greek word for the coin is a stater, which is double the value 
of the didrachma. Thus Christ says, “That take, and give 
unto them for me and thee” (v. 27). 

Christ would pay for Peter, both now and forever. Peter 
might have been able to pay this tax himself, but Christ 
wanted him to know that, as the Lord of heaven, He had 
stooped to pay for the sins of people like Peter, so that their 
spiritual debts might be paid in full. Christ would become 
poor, that through His poverty Peter might become rich.

Peter came to understand this; we see proof of that when 
he writes in his first epistle, “Forasmuch as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold from your vain conversation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18–19).

Before God, Peter could never have paid his own ransom 
price, much less that of anyone else. Psalm 49:7 explains: 
“None of them can by any means redeemed his brother, 
nor give to God a ransom for him.” Yet as the One greater 
than the Temple, Christ could, for He had come “to give 
his life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). He would pay 
the ransom price for Peter, and He would make Him a free 
child of the King. Back in verse 26, Christ had spoken in 
the plural: “Then are the children free.” Because of Christ’s 
finished work, Peter was now His child, “and if a child, then 
an heir” (cf. Rom. 8:17). Peter was free because of Christ, 
and Peter was also free now to serve Christ. Peter was no 
longer his own. He had been bought with a costly price (cf. 
1 Cor. 6:19–20). 

Questions
1. Think of a time in which you quickly agreed to 

something but later realized your decision, while 
well-intentioned, was not the best. How does 
Romans 12:2 address this?

2. Christ knew Peter’s thoughts before he even 
uttered them. In fact, He discerned Peter’s own 
thinking better than Peter himself. How might 
we live differently if Psalm 139:23–24 were our 
daily prayer?

3. Give a practical example of how Christians should 
not insist on their rights when it would offend oth-
ers. How does this passage show that our motives 
for doing something are important? 

4. In what ways are Christians “free” (v. 26)? You 
might find the Westminster Confession, chapter 
20, helpful. 

5. We have seen four things Peter learned about the 
Savior. What were the four things Peter could 
have learned about himself in the process?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free 
Reformed churches of North America.
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John Knox was probably born in 1514 at Haddington, Scotland, 
and was educated at St. Andrews University. He was ordained 
a priest in the late 1530s but soon gave his allegiance to the 
Reformed cause due primarily to the influence of George Wishart, 
whose rousing sermons in the mid-1540s greatly impacted him 
and many supporters of reform. He then became a tutor, a minis-
ter in St. Andrews, a galley slave in French bondage, and a royal 
chaplain to Edward VI, whose offer of a bishopric he declined. 
After some years of exile, he returned to Scotland in 1559 where 
he became the leading voice of the Reformation in Scotland. As 
minister of the High Kirk of Edinburgh (St. Giles), he often 
preached to thousands during the week. Through his sermons, 
writings, administrative abilities, and powerful personality he 
laid the foundations for the Church of Scotland for generations to 
come. His frank and dramatic interviews with Mary, Queen of 
Scots became the stuff of legend and provided considerable mate-
rial throughout the centuries for historical paintings, books, and 
films. He died in his upper fifties in 1572. At his funeral, Regent 
Morton, who was not a friend of Knox nor of any Reformed 
ministers, acknowledged, “Here lies one who neither flattered 
nor favoured any flesh.” 

The questions in this article were asked the editor by Evert 
Vlastuin for an article in the Reformatorisch Dagblad, in com-
memoration of the 500th year of Knox’s birth. 

1. Some well-known reformers such as Luther and Calvin were 
really academic scholars. Was John Knox an academic scholar 
as well?
Although he held no teacher post in any university, John 
Knox was among the best educated men of his time and 
place. He was certainly a good student, as any scholar should 
be. The six volumes of his collected writings show that he 
was a master of the English language, a sound thinker, a 
courageous advocate, and an able controversialist.

Scotland was blessed with four universities in those days, 
and they were centers of Reformed thought and action. 
With men such as Andrew Melville of Glasgow at work on 

the academic front, it is no wonder that Knox felt free to 
direct his energies elsewhere. 

Knox was ordained to serve as a parish priest, and when 
he embraced Reformed principles, he devoted himself to the 
ministry of the Word and sacraments. He was first of all a 
great churchman, laboring for reformation of the doctrine, 
worship, and polity of the national churches of England and 
Scotland. As a man of public affairs, Knox was also a great 
patriot who roused his fellow Scots to embrace reform and 
resist tyranny in the name of Christ the king.

2. Richard L. Greaves calls Knox a “prophet” in Old Testament 
style. Is he right?
Greaves is not alone in his assessment. Knox’s greatest 
weapon was “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God.” As any prophet should do, Knox faithfully pro-
claimed the Word of the Lord as recorded in Scripture. As 
a preacher, Knox had few peers and no betters. Knox himself 
would no doubt prefer the title accorded him by W. Stanford 
Reid as “the trumpeter of God.”

Knox’s greatest strength was his ability to “stay on mes-
sage,” as American politicians say today. He came home to 
Scotland from Geneva with a solid grounding in Reformed 
truth, and a thorough grasp of what needed to be done to 
reform the Church of Scotland and emancipate the Scottish 
nation. His strategy was to persist in proclaiming the same 
truths, striving toward the same goals, defying all opposi-
tion, and enduring to the end.

3. Theologians after Luther and Calvin are called Lutherans 
and Calvinists. Nobody speaks of “Knoxians” or “Knoxites.” 
Could we say that he made a “school” from a theological point 
of view? If yes, what was his heritage? If no, in what field does 
his heritage lay?
Knox never claimed any originality of thought and never 
sought to gather any following around himself or his ideas. 
Neither did Luther or Calvin. They all claimed to owe 
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everything to Moses and the prophets, to Christ and His 
apostles, to God and His Word.

Conflict among continental Protestants led to the coin-
ing of these theological patronymics to serve the purposes 
of internecine theological warfare. Some Lutherans sought 
to out-Luther Luther, posing as “Gnesio-Lutherans,” in 
opposition to the milder and more conciliatory views of 
Philip Melanchthon. When they could not refute the argu-
ments of Calvin, they dismissed his teachings and practices 
as mere “Calvinism.” 

It is to the credit of Scottish Presbyterians that they 
never promoted any cultus around the name or memory 
of John Knox. As for Knox, he would be pleased to know 
that his grave, marked by a tablet engraved with the ini-
tials “JK,” lies under the asphalt paving of an Edinburgh 
parking lot.

Knox’s heritage was nothing theoretical, academic, or 
partisan. He furnished the Church of Scotland with her 
creed, the Scots Confession of 1560; her liturgy, the Book of 
Common Order of 1564; and her polity, a robust Presbyteri-
anism rooted in Scripture that resisted all subsequent efforts 
to corrupt or supplant it. Others assisted and contributed to 
these endeavors, but in human terms their success depended 
upon Knox’s clarity of vision and strength of will. Knox in 
turn depended upon God and His Word.

It must not be forgotten that in Scotland, the struggle for 
a Reformed church went hand in hand with the struggle for 
the nation’s freedom from tyranny and misrule. Knox stands 
tall among the champions of the rights and freedoms of the 
Scottish people. That “Knoxian” heritage was carried from 
Scotland to the United States, Canada, Australia, and many 
other parts of the world.

4. How much is really known about Knox’s theological views? 
What are its main characteristics? 
Knox left behind a substantial body of sermons and occa-
sional writings, so there is no lack of sources for knowl-
edge of his theological views. Their main characteristics 
are an emphasis upon the fundamental points of Reformed 
doctrine, expressed in vibrant and compelling terms, and 
applied with consistency and directness. Knox never dealt 
with matters abstract or purely theoretical, much less things 
obscure, impractical, or trivial.

5. Dr. M. Lloyd-Jones called Knox one of the first Puritans. Is 
he right?
Dr. Lloyd-Jones is correct, historically. Knox was on the 
field in England in the early days of the English Reforma-
tion, serving in the national church. He took part in the 
debates over the reformation of the English liturgy. His 
inf luence can be discerned in the various editions of the 
Book of Common Prayer down to the present. He was an 
advocate for beliefs and practices dear to the hearts of later 

generations of English Puritans, and the implacable foe of 
the errors in doctrine and worship that they opposed.

6. Are we able to track the intellectual sources that formed Knox?
Biographers have done a good job in identifying those 
sources for us. It is clear that his faith was formed under 
the inf luence of Luther’s followers in Scotland and brought 
to maturity by his years in Geneva. John Knox ranks as John 
Calvin’s most faithful disciple and the most energetic and 
effective implementer of what he learned at Calvin’s feet at 
Geneva, in what he called “the most perfect school of Christ 
that was ever in the earth since the days of the apostles.”

7. What place do baptism and covenant have in Scottish theol-
ogy compared to the Dutch tradition? In the Dutch churches 
the Baptism Form (“ doopformulier”) binds different denomina-
tions together, although various churches interpret it differently. 
The Scottish churches do not have such a form and even within 
denominations interpretations differ very much. In the Nether-
lands the baptismal promises lead almost directly to the struggle 
for Christian schooling, a topic which is even now among Scottish 
Christians still very contested. Keeping this background in mind, 
what place does the covenant have?
The foundational premise of this question is erroneous. John 
Knox provided the Church of Scotland with a doopformulier 
as part of the liturgy supplanted by the Westminster Direc-
tory for Public Worship in 1645. In form and content the 
Scottish form closely resembles the Dutch form, because 
both Knox and Petrus Dathenus took Calvin’s Genevan 
liturgy as their model, revising it as they saw fit.

Each form is stamped with the personality of its author. 
Calvin is more didactic; Knox is more hortatory; Dathenus 
is more concise and more clearly structured. Knox’s baptism 
form is written in a vivid, moving style. In the interests of 
church unity, the Scots agreed to set it aside and concede to 
the liturgical minimalism of the English Puritans. Today, 
sadly, most Presbyterians have never so much as heard of 
Knox’s liturgy.

In Knox’s form, the covenant of grace is invoked at the 
beginning, as the promise of God sealed in baptism; in the 
middle, as a motive to thankfulness and self-examination; 
and at the end, as part of the prayer of consecration. Like 
Calvin, Knox includes both the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Lord’s Prayer as part of the rite, unlike Dathenus, who omits 
the Lord’s Prayer and refers to the Creed only obliquely in 
Questions 2 and 3. In Scotland, covenants and covenanting 
were not simply biblical or theological concepts, but part of 
the living practice of the visible church.

With regard to Christian nurture and education, Knox 
has much more to say by way of exhortation, and presents 
the requirement to instruct our children in much more spe-
cific terms. It is no wonder that education in Scotland was 
a ministry of the churches long before it was taken over 
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as the domain of the state. In the nineteenth century, the 
Scottish churches relinquished their schools to the state in 
the mistaken hope that a Christian nation would furnish a 
Christian education in the schools under its charge.

8. In the Low Countries it seems that the works of Samuel Ruth-
erford, James Durham, and Thomas Boston are far more well-
known than the writings of Knox. Why is that so?

You are certainly correct. The explanation may lie, in 
part, in the fact that these authors addressed concerns that 
were relevant to the life and work of the Reformed church 
in the Netherlands, such as Christian experience, personal 
conversion, the marks of grace, the life of faith, and faithful 
preaching of the gospel. The issues addressed in the writings 
of Knox were deemed less relevant, in a context where the 
agenda was no longer simply “reformation” (reformatie) but 
instead, “further reformation” (nadere reformatie).

9. Is it possible to say that Knox and the Scottish Presbyterian 
tradition have something unique, something quite original in the 
Reformed family?

As noted already, John Knox never tried to be unique 
or original. However, there is something unique about the 
extent of the attainments of the Reformation in Scotland, 
and how they were defended and maintained in subsequent 
generations, as they came under direct attack. 

On the one hand, under Knox’s leadership, the Reforma-
tion in Scotland went higher, deeper, further, and wider than 
in many other parts of Europe. On the other hand, to defend 
her beliefs, worship, and polity, the reformed Scottish church 
was compelled to re-examine them again and again, resulting 
in greater consistency with first principles, sharper lines of 
definition, and more sustained resistance to alteration. 

10. The many Reformed people from the Netherlands that go 
to Scottish churches hear directly the difference in singing, with 
no instrumental accompaniment. Many see that difference as 
something “radical,” to be traced back to John Knox himself. The 
assumption is that the Dutch are more in line with the more 
moderate Calvin. Is that assumption right?

What an interesting collection of mistaken assumptions! 
Apparently many have forgotten that at the time of the Ref-
ormation, church organs were destroyed in the Netherlands 
as in many other places, as instruments of idolatry, because 
the organ cabinetry was often adorned with religious sym-
bols and images, and more importantly, because Calvin and 
many other reformers found no sanction for their use in the 
New Testament under the gospel. 

 The true history of the organ in the Dutch churches 
has been related by A. van de Velde (De Wonderen des Aller-
hoogsten), who cites the ruling of the Synod of Dort in 1754, 
that “Concerning the use of Organs in the Congregation, 
we hold that according to 1 Cor. 14:19, it should not have a 

place in the Church; and where it is still used when people 
leave the church, it is of no use but to forget what was heard 
before.” He cites many Dutch writers who also opposed the 
use of organs in the worship of the church.

These Dutch visitors to modern Scotland are sim-
ply encountering the practice of nearly all the Reformed 
churches of Europe in Calvin’s day and afterwards, for sev-
eral generations. In this as in so many other things, Knox 
simply adhered to the example of the “moderate” Calvin. 

11. The Scots refer their views on organs to the “regulative prin-
ciple” in the Westminster Confession. But also the Heidelberg 
Catechism says in Answer 96 that God may not be worshipped 
in any way not prescribed in His Word. Yet it seems that the 
continental churches have never interpreted this so strictly as the 
Scottish. Is that correct?

Again, perception is at odds with reality. As a matter of 
putting Reformed principles into practice, organs were put out 
of Dutch churches as part of the reformation of worship. Later, 
organs were brought back into Dutch churches in the face of 
strong opposition by church authorities, as van de Velde shows. 

When pressure to have and use these organs became 
too great to resist, subsequent generations of church leaders 
shifted ground and acceded to the use of the organ as some-
thing merely circumstantial, and not essential to worship. 
Even so, down to the early twentieth century there were 
Dutch churches without money to build organs or talent to 
play them, where the Psalms were sung under the leadership 
of a precenter (voorzanger), just as they are in Scotland and 
elsewhere today.

It is worth noting that Answer 96 of the Catechism is the 
clearest and simplest definition ever given of the regulative 
principle of worship, derived from the second command-
ment. Calvin and Knox could not have done better. How 
those who subscribe to the Catechism can argue that it does 
not mean what it clearly says, is a problem for others to solve.

12. Well, this seems to be enough for a book or two, but I hope 
that the main question is clear: What makes Knox different from 
continental theologians?

It is clear from Knox’s extant writings, from the Scots 
Confession of 1560, on which he labored, and from the 
liturgy which he formulated, that there is no significant dif-
ference between Knox and the continental Reformed theolo-
gians of his day. In doctrine, he was an orthodox Calvinist. 
In worship, he adhered to Calvin’s principles and practices. 
In polity, he embraced Calvin’s ecclesiology, in his view 
of the offices of the church, and how their authority from 
Christ was to be exercised in the assemblies of the church.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Many thanks to Rev. Ray Lanning for his research assistance.
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“God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in His 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth” 
(Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q. 4). Consequently, He 
is incomprehensible; man is incapable of thinking about all 
that God is. So any self-revelation of God is a gracious act 
whereby God condescends to man’s limited understanding.

God’s names or titles are one of the key ways that He has 
revealed Himself. These names are more than just labels of 
identification; they are propositional descriptions of some 
aspect of His infinite Persons. Consequently, they are not 
used haphazardly and should not be passed over lightly in the 
reading of Scripture. The name or title used in any context is 
part of the message.

There are generally three categories of God’s names:  
1) propositional, expressing some fact of the divine Being, 
such as God Most High (Gen. 14:18–22) and Everlasting God 
(Gen. 21:33); 2) historical, commemorating some encoun-
ter with God (such as Jehovah-jireh, “the Lord will provide,” 
Gen. 22:14; see also Gen. 16:13; Ex. 17:15); and 3) personal, 
declaring some individual experience (the God of Abraham, 
the Fear of Isaac, etc.).

Here is a brief explanation of five of the most common 
propositional names in the Old Testament: 

Jehovah. This is God’s personal name, especially linked to 
His covenant grace and mercy. Derived from the verb “I 
am” (explained at the burning bush in Exodus 3), the name 
declares God’s self-sufficient independency, eternity, and 
sovereignty. Yet amazingly, Jehovah is the principal name of 
God used in contexts of salvation. Although God is infinitely 
independent of anything outside of Himself, He is willing to 
have intimate fellowship with man, particularly through the 
covenant of grace. Jehovah, therefore, is often referred to as 
God’s “covenant name.” In the KJV, it is always completely in 
capital letters as LORD or occasionally as GOD.

God. This is the most general term for deity. At times the 
Hebrew word is singular (El ), at other times plural (Elohim). 
Both forms stress God’s greatness. He is all-powerful; He 
possesses all authority; He is able to do whatever He pleases. 
This title magnifies God’s transcendence; He is exalted 
far above all creation, including man. The plural form is a 

plural of majesty or excellence that highlights His power 
and greatness even more. Significantly, this is His first self-
revelation: “in the beginning God” (Gen. 1:1; see Ps. 19:1). 
He is the Creator.

Lord. The title Adonai describes God as the supreme Owner 
and Master of everything. Everything belongs to Him, and 
He governs everything according to His own purpose for His 
own glory. It declares His absolute Sovereignty or Kingship. 
Earthly kings come and go, but the heavenly King reigns 
supreme forever (Isa. 6:1). All men and every nation, whether 
they acknowledge Him or not, are subject to His authority 
and are accountable to Him. He is the Sovereign over all 
the earth; all will bow before Him (2 Kings 7:6; Amos 1:8; 
Dan. 1:2; Ps. 110: 5). In the KJV, this title occurs as Lord to 
distinguish it from Jehovah LORD.

God Almighty . Although this title occurs most frequently in 
the patriarchal period, especially in Job, it is not limited to that 
period. The Hebrew is El Shaddai. Opinions differ regarding 
the translation, but most likely it means the “God who is suf-
ficient.” He is ably sufficient to keep every word of His prom-
ises even when the fulfillment seems impossible. Nothing is 
too hard for El Shaddai. He is the master of the supernatural 
and can overpower the course of nature to perform His will. 
So even though the prospect of a great nation from Abraham 
seemed unlikely, behind the promise was El Shaddai and thus 
the promise was certain (Gen. 17:1; 35:11–12).

LORD of Hosts . This is “Jehovah of armies,” a military expres-
sion identifying God as the “Commander,” who has all 
authority and infinite rank to order His troops to accom-
plish His will. This title occurs most frequently during the 
period of the monarchy. Depending on the context, the army 
may refer to Israel, the angels, the heavenly bodies (stars and 
planets), or even all of creation. The point is clear that God 
has the power, authority, and resources at His command to 
do and to achieve all of His plans and purposes. No matter 
how great the promise or how serious the threat, the LORD 
of Hosts will command and it will be done. 

Pray God that His names may be indelibly impressed upon 
your mind, your heart, and your daily experience as God’s 
great gifts of self-revelation to you.

God’s Names
Dr. Michael Barrett

Doctrinal christianity



“Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find 
out the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; 
what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou 
know? The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and 
broader than the sea” ( Job 11:7–9). We have a greater 
chance of holding the stars in the palm of our hand, 
measuring the mountains on a scale, gathering the oceans 
in a thimble, and balancing the world’s skyscrapers on 
a needle than we do of finding out “the Almighty unto 
perfection.” His perfection is higher than heaven, deeper 
than hell, longer than the earth, and broader than the sea. 
Heaven is high but limited; hell is deep but restricted; the 
earth is long but contained; and the sea is broad but con-
fined. God alone is unlimited, unrestricted, uncontained, 
and unconfined.

This boundless God “looketh on the earth, and it trem-
bleth: he toucheth the hills, and they smoke” (Ps. 104:32). 
A mere glance produces earthquakes, and a mere touch 
produces volcanoes. If these slight impulses of God cause 
such devastation, what is the full effect of His power?

This boundless God “telleth the number of the stars; 
he calleth them all by their names” (Ps. 147:4). In the 
time it takes me to snap my fingers, light circles the earth 
seven times. Traveling at that speed, if the sun were the 
size of a pea, it would take ten billion years to reach the 
edge of the universe. How long would it take traveling at 
a realistic speed? How long would it take given the sun’s 
actual size? We can’t get our minds around the computa-
tion. Some astronomers estimate that there are as many 
stars in the universe as there are grains of sand on the 
earth’s beaches. Here are two wonders: God can compute 
that number; and God can invent that number of names, 
one for each star.

This boundless God is a simple being. He’s undivided, 
meaning His every thought and every action involves the 
whole of Him. He simultaneously gives total and undi-
vided attention to everything and everyone. Moreover, His 
manifold attributes are His essence. They can no more be 
separated from Him than He can be separated from Him-
self. That means He isn’t merely wise; He is wisdom. He 
isn’t merely powerful; He is power. He isn’t merely good; 

He is goodness. He isn’t merely holy; He is holiness. He 
isn’t merely just; He is justice. God’s attributes are dis-
tinguished in their objects and effects but they’re all one 
in Him—His justice is His mercy, and His mercy is His 
justice; His wisdom is His power, and His power is His 
wisdom; His knowledge is His patience, and His patience 
is His knowledge; His wrath is His goodness, and His 
goodness is His wrath.

This boundless God is a sovereign being. He’s the first 
cause of every action, impulse, thought, and breath. The 
motions of all His creatures depend upon His concur-
rence. The power that made everything maintains every-
thing; He upholds “all things by the word of his power” 
(Heb. 1:3). If He were to withhold His inf luence, the 
fire wouldn’t burn, the eye wouldn’t see, the sun wouldn’t 
shine, the wind wouldn’t blow, the hand wouldn’t move, 
the bird wouldn’t f ly, and the grass wouldn’t grow. He’s the 
principle of cohesion that holds the entire cosmos in place: 
“He is before all things, and by him all things consist” 
(Col. 1:17). It’s impossible for any part of creation to exist 
for a moment apart from Him. He rules the universe fully 
and completely.

This boundless God isn’t merely mighty, but almighty. 
He has never encountered difficulty—let alone impos-
sibility. “None can stay his hand, or say unto him, what 
doest thou?” (Dan. 4:35). He knows what was, what is, 
what will be, what can be, and what can’t be. By one pure, 
simple, eternal act of His infinite understanding, He 
knows all things perfectly, immediately, and distinctly—at  
every moment.

There’s no proportion between this boundless God and 
our bound intellect, between this limitless God and our 
limited mind, between this infinite God and our finite 
understanding. Those who hear Him most clearly hear 
but a faint whisper. Those who see Him most fully see 
but a small glimmer. Those who understand most about 
Him understand nothing in comparison to what there is 
to be known. God does “marvelous things without num-
ber” (Job 5:9). Can we “find out” God? We’re like small 
children standing on the beach, trying in vain to hold the 
ocean in a bucket.
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nThe Blessed and Boundless God
George Swinnock

Summarized by Stephen Yuille

In this article, Stephen Yuille, a PCA pastor from Texas, summarizes for us a Puritan book by  
George Swinnock that he recently edited for Reformation Heritage Books on the boundless God.



Do we have any effect upon this boundless God? Does 
He need us? Does He gain anything from us? “Can a man 
be profitable unto God?” (Job 22:2). He is a perfect being, 
meaning He’s incapable of increase or decrease. Nothing 
can be added to Him or subtracted from Him. He doesn’t 
require anything outside of Himself, nor does He benefit 
from anything outside of Himself. Our effect upon God 
is that of a snowball hurled at the blazing sun. What are 
we to God?

“Hell and destruction are before the LORD: how much 
more then the hearts of the children of men?” (Prov. 15:11). 
God peers into the heart—weighing its desires, motives, 
impulses, and inclinations. He sees a heart riddled with 
self-love. This sin is an affront to Him—a transgression of 
His law, a rejection of His rule, a desecration of His good-
ness, and a violation of His glory. He has power to avenge 
Himself. He can cast us into hell with a mere look. A day is 
coming when He will deal definitively with sin. He “shall 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Eccl. 12:14). 
He’s a perfect judge with unsearchable knowledge of the 
evidence and unrivaled power to execute the sentence.

Amazingly, this boundless God draws near to us in 
the incarnation. The Son of God clothed Himself with 
our humanity. He whom the heavens cannot contain was 
contained in the womb of a woman. He came so close that 
He experienced life in a fallen world. The Bread of Life 
was hungry, and the Water of Life was thirsty. He came 
so close that He bore our sin and shame and tasted death 
for us (Heb. 2:9). We placed ourselves where this bound-
less God deserves to be—on the throne. This bound-
less God placed Himself where we deserve to be—on 
the cross. His forgiveness supersedes our sinfulness, His 
merit eclipses our guilt, and His righteousness hides our 
vileness. His abundant mercy blots out our multitude of 
transgressions (Ps. 51:1).

By virtue of our union with Christ, we draw near to 
this boundless God. We find in Him all we could ever 
want. We find an eternal and spiritual good, suitable to 
our every need. We rest in Him as the dearest Father, wis-
est Guide, strongest Shield, greatest Good, closest Friend, 
richest Grace, highest Honor, kindest Comfort, f inest 
Beauty, deepest Truth, and sweetest Love. Our knowledge 

of this boundless God diffuses into our soul a satisfying 
peace in this life and a ravishing foretaste of what awaits 
us in glory.

In brief, that is the message of George Swinnock’s 
The Blessed and Boundless God.1 His text is Psalm 89:6: 
“For who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? 
Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto 
the LORD?” From the psalmist’s assertion that no one in 
heaven or earth is like God, Swinnock derives his principal 
doctrine—namely, God is incomparable. In chapters 1–30, 
he proves his doctrine by demonstrating God’s incompa-
rableness in His being, attributes, works, and words. In 
chapters 31–45, he applies his doctrine by demonstrat-
ing how God’s incomparableness informs, counsels, and 
comforts us.

This is a tremendous book. Without question, Swin-
nock is a consummate theologian—steeped in Scripture, 
proficient in the arts and philosophies, and familiar with 
a wide spectrum of theological writers. But equally impor-
tant is the fact that Swinnock is a pastor-theologian. That 
is to say, the aim of his theological inquiry is always the 
people of God. He views theology neither as a mere intel-
lectual or theoretical exercise nor as a mere academic pur-
suit, but he sees it as the means by which we grow in 
acquaintance with God and consequently in godliness. For 
Swinnock, therefore, the goal of theology is to engage the 
mind with the ultimate purpose of embracing the heart’s 
innermost affections.

I unreservedly recommend this book to you and 
encourage you to read it prayerfully, thoughtfully, and 
expectantly, keeping in mind Swinnock’s simple conviction 
that “when we take the incomparable God as our God, we 
are incomparably blessed.”

1. George Swinnock was born in 1627 at Maidstone, Kent. He was a grad-
uate of Cambridge (BA) and Oxford (MA). He was a pastor until his death 
in 1672. His writings are available in The Works of George Swinnock, ed. James 
Nichol, 5 vols. (1868; repr., Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1992). Nichol’s 
edition contains all of Swinnock’s writings except The Life and Death of Mr. 
Thomas Wilson, Minister of Maidstone, in the County of Kent, M.A. (London, 
1672). The original title for the present work is The Incomparableness of God. It 
is found in volume 4 of Swinnock’s Works.
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PERsON AND wORK Of sATAN
Satan’s existence is attested in nine Old Testament books 
and by every New Testament writer. In the Old Testament, 
Satan, meaning adversary or accuser, occurs nineteen times. 
The word appears to be employed both as a title (the Accuser; 
Zech. 3:1–2) and as a personal name (Satan; 1 Chron. 21:1; 
Ps. 109:6). Many of the usages occur in Job 1 and 2.

In the New Testament, Satan is denominated most often 
as the devil (diablos; occurring sixty times, forty times in the 
Gospels alone). This is a term that means traducer or slan-
derer. The word Satan itself occurs thirty-four times, half in 
the Gospels and Acts and half in the Epistles and Revela-
tion. Additionally, there are other New Testament names 
for Satan: the Accuser (Rev. 12:10); the Adversary (1 Peter 
5:8); Apollyon (Rev. 9:11); Beelzebub (Matt. 12:24); Belial 
(2 Cor. 6:15); the dragon (Rev. 12:7); god of this world  
(2 Cor. 4:4); prince of the air (Eph. 2:2); prince of this world 
(John 12:31); the serpent (Rev. 20:2); the tempter (Matt. 
4:3); and a roaring Lion (1 Peter 5:8).

Satan is not an impersonal force but the chief fallen 
angel who rebelled against God (Isa. 14:12–15). He has all 
the traits of personality, such as intellect (2 Cor. 11:3), emo-
tion (Rev. 12:17), and will (2 Tim. 2:26). He has personal 
pronouns ascribed to him (Matt. 4:1–12).

From his very first success in tempting Adam and Eve 
to sin, Satan is seen as warring against mankind in general 
and believers in particular. Against all the world, Satan 
blinds, deceives, and rules over men in wickedness (2 Cor. 
4:3-4; Eph. 2:2; Col. 1:13; Rev. 20:7–8). Against all believ-
ers, Satan roams “as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Satan incited David to sin (1 Chron. 
21:1), accused Job and Joshua the high priest (Job 1–2; Zech. 
3:1), corrupted Peter’s thinking (Matt. 16:23), and inf licted 
a thorn in Paul’s side (2 Cor. 12:7). Satan seeks to accuse all 
believers before God and opposes them with all his might 
(Rev. 12:10).

sTRATEgY Of AND vICTORY OvER sATAN
Satan is aptly described as wily (Eph. 6:11), necessitating 
armor for the believer for both offense and defense against 
him (Eph. 6). Satan can be seen as executing four strategies 
against the believer. First, he leads the believer off the path, 
enticing him with sinful fruit tailored to his taste. Satan 
knows each believer’s weaknesses and quickly capitalizes on 
them. Each believer must be wary of his areas of weakness 
and make necessary fortifications against them.

Second, Satan places mountainous obstacles on the way 
of spiritual discipline, making headway tedious and demand-
ing. He confronts the believer with apparent impasses, many 
of which are common, such as busyness, loneliness, and 
weariness. With these and numerous others, Satan attempts 
to discourage and overcome the believer. The believer must 
f lee to the Lord as his strength and rock (Ps. 28:7; Ps. 18:2), 
employ the means of grace, and fellowship regularly with 
the brethren.

Third, Satan lays pitfalls for the believer by deceiving 
him about God and His truth. Even from the beginning 
(Gen. 3:4–5), Satan corrupts the truth in immeasurable 
ways. The believer must bathe in the truth of the Word. 
He must ensure scriptural truth is being set before his eyes, 
ringing in his ears, and dwelling within his heart and mind 
(Deut. 6:7–9; Josh. 1:8; Ps. 119:11).

Fourth, Satan opposes each step of sanctification con-
tinually. Because the believer’s progress is his own regress, 
Satan relentlessly impedes obedience. Christ is the remedy. 
When Satan throws snares to topple him, the believer must 
beseech Christ who is his first love (Rev. 2:4–5). When 
Satan builds walls to bar him, the believer must look to 
Christ who breaks blockades (Micah 2:13). When Satan 
forges chains to bind him, the believer must implore Christ 
who liberates captives (Luke 4:18).

Comfort is to be had, however, for Satan has been 
defeated by the death and resurrection of Christ (Gen. 3:15; 
Rev. 20). His destruction is sure in the end. Until then, 
the believer must recognize his “sufficiency is of God” to 
triumph against Satan (2 Cor. 3:5).

Satan
Doctrinal Christianity Dr. Joel R. Beeke
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The Christian life is not a playground; it is a spiritual battle-
field. It is where the forces of darkness are arrayed against 
us seeking to do us great harm. William Gurnall said that 
this war is so serious it makes the cruelest battle between 
armies of men seem like a child’s game. Sometimes we can 
forget this; other times we can make too much of it. The 
Apostle Paul would not have us to fall into either extreme. 
In Ephesians 6, he gives us a proper balance to spiritual 
warfare so that we neither underestimate it nor overestimate 
it. How we think about this spiritual battle is critical to how 
we fight it. This classic passage gives us a biblical framework 
for spiritual warfare. It provides us a perspective that can 
dramatically shape our daily lives, showing us how to engage 
rightly in this great conf lict.

As believers, our first step in successfully waging spiri-
tual warfare is recognizing our weakness and the Lord’s 
great strength. Self-sufficiency is a killer in this battle; 
dependence on Christ is crucial. Ephesians 6:10–20 repeat-
edly reminds us of our insufficiency for this fight. We need 
strength (v. 10), weaponry (vv. 11, 14–17), and lines of 
communication with our Savior for aid (vv. 18–20). These 
means are external to us. Without them, we have inadequate 
strength to stand against principalities, powers, the rulers 
of the darkness, and spiritual hosts of wickedness. Left to 
ourselves we would soon crumble in the heat of battle. We 
are simply deficient for the task. However, God loves His 
people and never leaves us defenseless.

Throughout the rest of this section Paul calls us to put on 
the whole armor of God and describes each piece of the armor 
(vv. 11–17; cf. Rom. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:8; 2 Cor. 6:7; 10:4–5). 
As Christians, we need the whole armor because our enemy 
is a relentless foe. If Satan and his minions cannot wound 
us in one place, they will target another: if not the head, 
then the heart; if not the conscience, then the emotions. 
Since Satan and his cohorts attack us in a variety of ways, 
God provides a variety of defenses sufficient to withstand 

any assault they might throw at us. Every piece of armor 
is another way of putting on Christ (Rom. 13:12, 14). The 
Puritan William Gurnall said, “What is this armor? By 
armor is meant Christ. Till Christ be put on, the creature 
is unarmed.”

The apostle also calls us to stand (vv. 11, 13, 14). The 
Christian is a man of war, and as a good soldier of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he is to maintain his spiritual position through-
out life. The verb stand means to hold one’s position continu-
ally. It suggests a soldier firm and steady while under fierce 
attack. Thus, Paul is calling us to put on the full armor of 
God so that the devil will not gain one inch in our lives 
or lead us off course. In sum, we are to hold fast the solid 
ground that Jesus has already won for us in our lives. It is 
clear then from Paul’s language that the Christian life is not 
intended to be one of defeat in which the devil is constantly 
having his way with us. While we might lose some battles 
with Satan at times, the believer is ultimately the winner 
because He who is in him is greater than he who is in the 
world (1 John 4:4).

Lastly, Paul calls us to pray (v. 18). Prayer is not an addi-
tional piece of the armor but the means by which each piece 
is effectively employed. No doubt, Paul mentions prayer last 
for the sake of emphasis. The passage that begins with “be 
strong in the Lord” (v. 10) ends with “praying always with all 
prayer and supplication” (v. 18). Prayer is the critical compo-
nent of our warfare, reinforcing each piece of our armor. The 
armor of God does not consist of literal pieces we can put 
on; rather, it consists of spiritual truths that the Christian 
appropriates through prayer. Christians must daily put on 
each piece with prayer, calling on our great Commander-in-
Chief for fresh supplies of grace and help for combat.

Brian Borgman is pastor of Grace Community Church in Minden, Nevada. 
Rob Ventura is a pastor of Grace Community Baptist Church in North 
Providence, Rhode Island.

Spiritual Warfare
Doctrinal Christianity  •  Rob Ventura and Brian Borgman
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Advice for a Seeking Soul
EvAngEliSm | Thomas Brooks

If ever you would get an interest in Christ and so, by gaining 
an interest in Him, be possessed of all the riches and glory 
that come by Him, then be sure that the following nine prin-
ciples take possession of your hearts.

1. The great end of Christ’s coming into the world was the sal-
vation of sinners. Get this principle rooted in your spirits. 
“I came not to call the righteous,” says He, “but sinners to 
repentance” (Matt. 9:13; Mark 2:17); and “this is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). Christ lays aside 
His royal crown, He puts off His glorious robe, He takes a 
journey from heaven to earth—and all to save poor lost sin-
ners. That which Christ had most in His eye and upon His 
heart, in coming into the world, was the salvation of sinners. 
Lay up this truth; feed upon this honeycomb.

2. Get this principle rooted in your hearts: No one ever yet 
obtained an interest in Christ except unworthy creatures. When 
you are pressed to get an interest in Christ, you are ready to 
say, “I am unworthy; will Christ ever look after such a one as 
I am?” I answer, yes; for this is a most certain principle: no 
one ever attained an interest in Christ except unworthy crea-
tures. Was Paul worthy before he had an interest in Christ? 
What worthiness was in Matthew when Christ called him 
from the receipt of custom? And what worthiness was in Zac-
cheus when Christ called him down from the sycamore tree 
and told him that this day salvation was come to his house? 
Was Manasseh or Mary Magdalene worthy before they had 
an interest in Christ? Surely no. Though you are unworthy, 
yet Christ is worthy; though you have no merit, yet God has 
mercy; though there is no salvation for you by the law, yet 
there is salvation for you by the gospel.

Again, Christ requires no worthiness in any man before 
he believes; and he who will not believe before he is worthy 
will never believe. If you look on God in the light of the gos-
pel, you will see that he who is most unworthy is most capable 
of mercy. A real sense of our own unworthiness renders us 
most fit for divine mercy. The objection, “I am unworthy,” is 

an unworthy objection, and reveals much pride and ignorance 
of the gospel and of the freeness and riches of God’s grace.

3. Let this principle dwell in you: Christ has lost none of His 
affection to poor sinners by going to heaven. How His heart was 
moved toward sinners when He was on earth! And certainly 
it works as strongly towards them now that He is in heaven. 
His love, His heart, His good will are as much towards them 
as ever. Christ is “Alpha and Omega” (Rev. 1:8; the phrase is 
taken from the Greek letters, of which Alpha is the first and 
Omega the last)—that is, I am before all and I am after all; 
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and for ever” 
(Heb. 13:8). Christ is the same before time, in time, and after 
time. Christ is unchangeable in His essence, in His promises, 
and in His love to poor sinners.

4. Get this principle riveted in your hearts: Christ is able to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him (Heb. 
7:25); to the uttermost, that is, to all ends and purposes, 
perfectly and perpetually. He needs none to help Him in the 
great business of redemption; He is a thorough Savior; He 
has “trodden the winepress alone” (Isa. 63:3).

5. Get this principle rooted in your hearts: the lack of such prepa-
rations or qualifications as many men lay great stress on shall be no 
impediment to hinder your soul’s interest in Christ, if you will but 
open to Christ and close with Him. “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open to me, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 
3:20). Tell me, at whose door did Christ stand and knock? Was 
it not at the Laodiceans’ door? Did they not think their penny 
as good as any? Did they not say that they were rich and had 
need of nothing, when Christ tells them to their very faces 
that they were “miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”?

None were more unprepared, unqualified, and unfitted 
for union and communion with Christ than these lukewarm 
Laodiceans, and yet the Lord Jesus was very ready and willing 
that such should have intimate communion and fellowship with 
Him. “If any man…open the door, I will come in to him, and 



will sup with him, and he with me.” There is further evidence 
for the truth of this in Proverbs (1:20–24; 8:1–6; 9:1–6). All 
these scriptures speak the truth asserted: the lack of preparations 
or qualifications will not hinder the soul’s interest in Christ if 
the soul will venture itself by faith on Christ. What qualifica-
tions and preparations had they when God saw them in their 
blood (Ezek. 16), and yet that was a time of love, and God even 
then spread His skirt over them and made a covenant with them 
and they became His. What qualifications or preparations had 
Paul, Mary Magdalene, Zaccheus, and Lydia? Yet they believed 
in Christ; they had a blessed and glorious interest in Christ.

Objection. What is the meaning of that text: “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28)?

Answer. There is a threefold answer to this objection. 
(1) Though the invitation be to those that are weary and 

heavy laden, yet the promise is made to coming, to believing.
(2) This text shows only this: that those that are burdened 

and bowed down under sin and under the sense of divine wrath 
are to come to Christ, and that there is no way for them to obtain 
ease and rest except by coming to Christ. But this text does not 
show that only particular kinds of sinners must come to Christ.

(3) No one scripture speaks out the whole mind of God; 
therefore you must compare and consult this scripture with 
other scriptures, including instances just cited, and then you 
will clearly see that souls may believe in Christ and come to 
obtain an interest in Christ, though they are not prepared or 
qualified in particular ways, as some would have them.

6. Get this principle rooted in your hearts: Christ is appointed 
and anointed by the Father to this very office of receiving and 
saving poor sinners. “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast 
led captivity captive; thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for 
the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among 
them” (Ps. 68:18; cf. Isa. 61:1–4; John 6:28). Christ has 
received gifts for rebellious sinners, for rebellious Sabbath-
breakers, for rebellious swearers, for rebellious drunkards, 
etc., “that the LORD God might dwell among them”—that 
is, that He might have near fellowship with them.

7. Get this principle rooted in you: It is the delight of Christ to 
give poor sinners an interest in Himself. He is not only able to 
do it, but it is His delight to do it. Witness how He humbled 

Himself; witness the many sufferings and the death that He 
went through in this world; witness those gospel statements 
in Mark 16:16 and Revelation 22:17; witness those persuasive 
exhortations and gracious entreaties in Matthew 11:28 and 
2 Corinthians 5:20; witness those lamentations in Matthew 
23:27, Luke 19:42, and Psalm 81:13; and witness the inward 
working of His blessed Spirit in Genesis 6:3—all speak out 
His great delight to save poor sinners.

So also: “I delight to do thy will, O my God; thy law is 
within my heart” (Ps. 40:7–8). Now mark, the will of the Father 
was the salvation of sinners. This was the will of the Father, that 
Jesus Christ should seek and “save that which was lost” (Matt. 
18:11). Now, says Christ, “I delight to do thy will, O my God”; it 
is the joy and rejoicing of His heart to be seeking and saving lost 
sinners. When Christ was hungry, He did not go to buy food, 
but went into the temple and taught the people for most of the 
day to show how much He delighted in the salvation of sinners.

8. Get this principle firmly in your hearts: As there is nothing in 
Christ to discourage you from looking for an interest in Him, so there 
is everything in Christ to encourage you to get an interest in Him. 
Look on His name: “Thy name is as ointment poured forth, 
therefore do the virgins love thee” (Song 1:3). “The name of 
Jesus has a thousand treasures of joy and comfort in it,” says 
Chrysostom; and so have all His other names. If you look on 
Christ in His natures, offices, graces, beauties, gifts, and works, 
you will find nothing except what may encourage you to believe 
in Him and to resign yourselves up to Him. Poor sinners, what 
would you have? Is there not power in Christ to support you, 
mercy in Christ to pardon you, grace in Christ to heal you, 
goodness in Christ to relieve you, and happiness in Christ to 
crown you, and do you need more? Oh, that you would believe!

9. Let this principle be rooted in you: The surest and shortest way 
to mercy and to get an interest in Christ is by determinedly casting the 
soul by faith on Christ. There is no way under heaven to get an 
interest in Christ except by believing. There is no way to get an 
interest in the riches of Christ but thus: “he that believeth shall 
be saved,” let his sins be ever so great. And “he that believeth 
not shall be damned,” let his sins be ever so little.

Taken, with editing, from Brooks’s The Unsearchable Riches of Christ, in Works, vol. 3.

Thomas Brooks (1608–1680) was a Puritan pastor in London for decades and a 
prolific writer.
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PRACTICAL CHRIsTIANITY  |  Dr. David Murray

“It’s Not  
 FaIr”

Like David in Psalm 37, all of us have been victims of 
injustice. To one degree or another, we have been wronged 
by other people and yet they have gotten away with it while 
we have suffered painful consequences. We’ve been cheated, 
slandered, gossiped about, mistreated, and misrepresented. 
We’ve lost money, reputation, promotion, relationships, 
even jobs. People have abused their positions, their power, 
their privileges, and their networks to do us harm or prevent 
good coming to us. “It’s not fair!” and there’s nothing we 
can do about it.

Even the youngest child knows something of this pain. 
One of the first phrases kids learn is, “It’s not fair!” My bike 
is stolen, my favorite toy is broken, my brother hits me and 
no one hits him back. “It’s not fair!”

DEEPER AND wIDER PAIN
As we get older, the pain goes deeper as we perceive favoritism 
in the family, suffer bullying at school, experience betrayal 
by friends, become victims of social media smears, and even 
suffer at the hands of the church and other Christians.

Then we begin to learn about the great inequities in the 
world: the perks and privileges of the rich and powerful, 
the sufferings and sorrows of the weak and the oppressed. 
We see it to some degree in our own country; we especially 
see it in other countries like North Korea, the Sudan, the 
Congo, etc. “It’s not fair!” and there’s nothing we can do 
about it.

DwELLINg ON INJUsTICE
If we allow our hearts and minds to dwell on these per-
sonal, social, ecclesiastical, or international injustices, we 
will spend our lives in a state of constant and damaging 
agitation; fretfulness, anxiety, bitterness, and anger will be 
our constant and damaging companions. Our minds will 
darken, our hearts will despair, and our bodies will dete-
riorate, too. “It’s not fair,” but there is something we can do 
about it. In fact, there are a few things.

1. Don’t inflict injustice upon anyone.
Consider the effects, the impact, the damage, and the 
destruction of injustice by reading, feeling, and singing 
Psalm 37. Before you even think about abusing your power, 
taking advantage of someone, or wronging someone, ponder 
the long-term consequences for them.

2. Confess and put right injustices.
Is there anyone who is singing Psalm 37 because of you 
today? Go to them, say sorry, put it right, and deliver them 
from their painful plight.

3. Recognize the impact of injustice upon yourself.
There are no medals for downplaying or denying how injus-
tice has impacted you. In Psalm 37, David reveals the effects 
of injustice upon himself by what he commands himself and 
others not to think and feel: he frets (v. 1), he envies (v. 1), 
he doubts God will act (v. 2), he’s agitated (v. 7), he’s impa-
tient (v. 7), he thinks they are getting away with it (v. 7), he’s 
furious (v. 8), he questions if they will ever face justice (v. 9), 
he feels threatened (v. 14), he fears for the future (v. 19), he’s 
tempted to sin (v. 27), etc.

This is deep, wide, and long. Deep, in that it goes into 
the depths of our being; wide, in that it affects us in every 
dimension—spiritual, mental, physical, and social; long, in 
that it lasts for months and years. There is no point in bot-
tling this up until we explode or disintegrate.

4. Bring it to God.
You cannot carry this yourself. It is too heavy, too hard, too 
difficult. Follow the pattern of Psalm 37 where the psalmist 
unbottles his feelings and spills them out before the Lord. 
Tell Him it as it is. Surrender it to Him (Ps. 55:22). And 
remember, as the victim of the greatest injustice ever per-
petrated, He understands and feels your screams. He can 
empathize with you and support you through this agony.

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Dr. George Lawson (1749–1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod 
church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was 
then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As a professor of theology he trained scores of men 
for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for his sermons 
and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less 
known is his scarce work, Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is 
a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties 
we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of practical, savory truth. As space 
allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below is the second part of the second chapter.

Faith must include a full persuasion of the truth of those great 
doctrines concerning Christ which are revealed in Scripture. 
We must believe in our hearts that God hath raised Him from 
the dead (Rom. 14:9). But it does not follow from that expression 
that no more is necessary to be believed than that single article of 
Christian doctrine. The belief of that doctrine includes the belief 
of the whole truth included in our salvation by Christ—His 
divinity, His incarnation, His substitution, His sufferings, His 
glory. We accordingly find the same stress laid upon the belief 
of other parts of the work of Christ that is here laid upon belief 
in the fact of His resurrection (1 John 5:1, 5; John 8:24).

A firm, intelligent assent to the doctrines concerning 
our Lord Jesus Christ is less common than many suppose. 
Numbers give but a wavering, precarious assent to the capital 
articles of our religion. They scarcely know what they believe, 
or why! They were trained up in the persuasion that the Bible 
is the Word of God, just as Islamic people are trained in the 
belief that the Koran is a divine book.

If they hear no objections made to the truth of Christianity, 
they continue in the profession of what they believe; and if they 
be persons of decent behavior and steady minds, they will not 
be easily shaken by anything that may be alleged against their 
faith, although they can give no better reason for the belief 
that is in them, than Islamic people can give for believing that 
Mohammad was the Apostle of God. But if their tempers are 
f lexible and their judgments unimpressed with reverence for 
ancient institutions and creeds, very trif ling arguments, or even 
foolish jests, will be apt to shake or overturn the whole fabric 
of their belief. It is not, however, to be denied that men may 
be able to describe and defend their creed with strong argu-
ments, and may continue to profess their belief of its truth with 
unshaken firmness, whilst they are still destitute of the faith 
of God’s elect. It is certain that the faith which is merely the 
effect of reason, or of natural principles, cannot be that faith 
which distinguishes Christians from other men; for it cannot 
be doubted that there are arguments so conclusive in favor of 
the doctrine of Christ, that they cannot fail to approve them-
selves to the judgment of every candid, thoughtful inquirer.

The fact that Jesus wrought many miracles cannot well be 
called in question; and if so, then the doctrine confirmed by 

them can admit of as little doubt. Men, by the mere force of 
truth, may be convinced that Jesus Christ really did come from 
God, and that His religion is divine, while they themselves 
continue in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. 
We meet with not a few illustrations of this sad truth in the 
Word of God. At one of the Passovers which Jesus attended at 
Jerusalem, we are told that many believed on His name when 
they saw the miracles which He did; but Jesus did not commit 
Himself unto them, because “He knew all men.” These men 
were surely destitute of saving faith, for all true believers are 
regarded and treated by Jesus as His friends.

There are others of whom it is said that “they believed in 
Jesus,” and yet we find them continuing under the reigning 
power of worldly dispositions (John 12:42, 43). The faith 
ascribed to Simon Magus may be taken as another instance 
of a sort of belief which came short of securing the salvation 
of the soul (Acts 8:21–23).

The assent given to the truths of Christianity by such 
hypocrites or formalists is something altogether different from 
that of those whose eyes have been enlightened, and whose 
hearts have been disposed to believe, by the inf luence of the 
Holy Spirit. “It is the will of him that sent me,” saith Christ, 
“that every one that seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may 
have everlasting life.” That we may believe in Christ to eternal 
life, it is necessary that we should see Him; and they who really 
see Him in His beauty and glory, assent to the truth of the 
Gospel, not merely because it has been confirmed by mira-
cles, and prophecies, and other incontrovertible evidences, but 
because they see in it so much of the love of God as proves it 
to be from heaven—just as the marks of His eternal power and 
godhead on the face of nature proclaim Him to be the Creator 
of the material universe. God Himself shines into their minds 
to give them the light of the knowledge of His own glory in 
the face of Jesus Christ. He speaks to their ears and hearts in 
the gospel. They receive it not as the word of man, but as it is 
in truth, the Word of God.

The glory and salvation of Christ is manifested to them, 
not by f lesh and blood, but by the Father who is in heaven 
(Matt. 16:17). Along with this assent there must be a cordial 
reception of Christ as the gift of God to sinners.

Faith in Christ (2) These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. —JOHN 20:31|  George LawsonExPERIENTIAL CHRIsTIANITY
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Theology You Can Really Understand
Jay E. Adams
The author delves into some of the most complex 
theological issues facing Christians today. He uses 
short essays and the Socratic question-and-answer 
method to provide answers to your most probing 
questions.

(Calvary Press, PB, 181 pgs) $18.99 | $14.25

Discovering the Joy of a Clear Conscience
Christopher Ash
Here is an invitation to come to a better under-
standing of your conscience through what the Bible 
has to say about it. Ash examines what the con-
science is, what a guilty conscience tells us, the 
choice our conscience presents us, and the con-

science’s role as a guide to offer us the pure joy of a clear conscience 
day after day.

(P&R, PB, 205 pgs) $12.99 | $9.75

The Poetic Wonder of Isaac Watts
Douglas Bond
In an age of simplistic and repetitive worship 
songs, the church must not forget Isaac Watt. 
In this profile of the great hymn writer, Doug-
las Bond shows how Watts’s life and words can 
enrich the lives and worship of Christians today.

(Reformation Trust, HC, 164 pgs)  
$16.00 | $11.00

BOOK TALK
The titles below are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.  

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

An All-surpassing fellowship: Learning from  
Robert Murray M’Cheyne’s Communion with god David P. Beaty

This book introduces us to the spiritual life of Robert Murray M‘Cheyne. After giving an 
overview of the life of this remarkable Scottish pastor, Beaty analyzes M‘Cheyne’s study of 
the Bible, prayer life, pursuit of holiness, eternal perspective, and dependence on the Holy 
Spirit to see the rich contribution they made to his communion with God. Yet Beaty con-
ducts these investigations with a view toward application—learning from M‘Cheyne that 
which will help us walk more closely with Christ. See why M‘Cheyne’s communion with 
God has encouraged many believers over the years, and be encouraged yourself to seek that 
same sweet fellowship with the Lord.

(PB, 160 pgs) $15.00 | $11.00

NEw  
RHB  

BOOKs

OTHER TITLEs

Matthew Journible Rob Wynalda and Joel R. Beeke

In Deuteronomy 17, Moses is leaving final instructions concerning the future of Israel. As a prophet 
of God, Moses foretells of when Israel will place a king over the nation (v. 14). In verse 18, the king is 
commanded to not simply acquire a copy of the law (the entire book of Deuteronomy) from the “scroll 
publishing house,” but to handwrite his own copy of the law. 

Thirty-four hundred years later, educators are “discovering” that students that physically write 
out their notes by hand have a much greater retention rate than simply hearing or visually reading the 
information. Apparently, God knew this to be true of the kings of Israel also. From such understanding 
came the conception of this series of books.

The Matthew Journible is organized so that you can write out your very own copy of Scripture. You 
will be writing the Bible text only on the right-hand page of the book. This should make for easier 
writing and also allows ample space on the left page to write your own notes and comments. From time 
to time a question or word will be lightly printed on the left page; these questions are to aid in further 
study, but should not interfere with your own notes and comments.

“Several years ago I read an article about copying the Scriptures by hand. I tried it with the 
Pastoral Epistles, writing out all three books with a fountain pen in my journal, and found it a 
profitable exercise. I am glad to see this series of journals appear, and I hope they are widely used.”

—Donald S. Whitney, associate professor of biblical spirituality,  
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville

(HC, 224 pgs) $15.00 | $11.00



Worries, Woes, & Worship:  
Moving from Fear to Faith
Nancy Leigh DeMoss
Do you ever feel like God is not hearing your 
prayers? The prophet Habakkuk did. He wondered 
why God did not change the injustice around him, 
but he continued looking to God and ended up get-
ting answers—although they were different from 
what he expected. Learn how to worship in the 
middle of worry, confusion, and frustration in this 

practical study of Habakkuk.
(Revive Our Hearts, PB, 61 pgs) $6.00 | $5.50

A Neglected Grace:  
Family Worship in the Christian Home
Jason Helopoulos
This book graciously calls church leaders and indi-
vidual members to reclaim the practice of family 
worship as a glorious expression of our Christian 
faith. This indispensable means of grace directs our 
families to seek and enjoy the love and beauty of 
Christ daily.

(Christian Focus, PB, 126 pgs) $10.99 | $8.00

Strange Fire
John MacArthur
This book chronicles the unsavory history behind 
the modern Charismatic Movement. It lays out 
a chilling case for rejecting its false prophets, 
speaking out against its errors, showing true rev-
erence to the Holy Spirit, and above all clinging 
to the Bible as the inerrant, authoritative Word of 
God and the one true standard by which all truth 

claims must be tested.
(Thomas Nelson, HC, 333 pgs) $22.99 | $17.25

How to Be a Bible Warrior
C. M. Mackenzie
What does it mean to be a warrior for God? The 
author takes a look at Abraham, Joshua, Jehosha-
phat, David, Hezekiah, and Paul as examples of 
men who fought for righteousness. In examining 
these men’s lives, your child will see that God is 
the real Warrior and true Hero. Your child will be 
challenged to be a warrior for the faith.

(Christian Focus, PB, 125 pgs) $8.99 | $6.80

The Broad Way and the Narrow Way
Arthur W. Pink
The author was not silent regarding the perversion 
of the gospel message in his day. He challenges 
the false gospel in an in-depth study of Matthew 
7:13–27. He speaks about Christ’s admonition to 
“beware of false prophets” and writes about those 
who are deceived about their own condition.

(International Outreach, PB, 155 pgs)  
$14.95 | $11.25

Kingdom Come
Sam Storms
The second coming of Christ is a matter of sharp 
disagreement among Christians. This book pro-
vides a biblical rationale for amillennialism—the 
belief that the thousand years of Revelation 20 is 
symbolic of the reign of Christ and His people 
throughout the present church age.

(Christian Focus, HC, 589 pgs) $30.00 | $21.00

Jeremiah & Lamentations
Michael Wilcock
Jeremiah was set apart to be a voice that was not 
afraid to share the message of the Lord to those 
running headlong toward judgment. Lamentations 
tells Jerusalem’s story of suffering, starvation, and 
despair. But God still loves His people, even when 
they have sinned against Him. We are reassured 
that hope can be found even in times of suffering.

(Christian Focus, PB, 264 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00
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Did you know that you are a millionaire? Why is this true? Because the following totals well over a million dollars:
•	 Would	you	sell	me	both	of	your	legs	for	$200,000?
•	 Both	of	your	hands	for	$300,000?
•	 Both	of	your	eyes	for	$500,000?
•	 Your	ability	to	think	and	communicate	for	$750,000?

Do you see how this already totals well over $1 million? We could add your hearing, sense of touch, general health, 
and much more. You are a multi-millionaire!

God freely gave you these precious gifts worth millions of dollars so that you would use them to love Him and 
other people. Are you doing this with your mind, body, health, and all your senses?

Imagine a wealthy person gave an undeserving person $1 million for a particular purpose, but the person took 
the money and spent it selfishly on his own things. This is a picture of us if we use our precious, God-given gifts 
for our own selfish purposes. Sin is when I use my God-given gifts to honor and glorify myself and to serve my 
own selfish purposes, and not for loving God and others.

"You are a Millionaire"
What do you mean when you say that we all are millionaires?

Suggested Reading: Psalm 139:14–24

For whose cause and purpose are you using the million-dollar  
gifts that God has given you?

Imagine that you have a neighbor who refuses to go to church. You ask him why, and he tells you that he used to 
work with a “Christian” who was the most selfish, unfriendly, and miserable co-worker he ever had. How would 
you respond?

You might respond by first agreeing that the example of this “Christian” was terrible. Explain that you would 
not go to church either if your decision to go depended on the behaviors and examples of all Christians. But inform 
him that you are a Christian because your faith is based on Jesus Christ, not on others. Jesus’ words, actions, and 
self less giving were perfect. It contained no blemishes, shortcomings, or failures. Jesus lived sinlessly.

You may wish to illustrate with an example. You could ask your neighbor how he would respond if a person 
told him that the people in our city are impolite and rude. This person explained that he once stopped in your city 
when he experienced car trouble and the gas station attendant he spoke with was very disrespectful and uncaring. 
Your neighbor would likely respond that the visitor should not judge all the people of your city because of the poor 
behavior of one gas station attendant. Encourage him in the same way not to judge all Christians from the poor 
example of one or a few.

Poor exaMPles
How would you answer someone who never goes to church  

because he thinks that Christians are hypocrites?
Suggested Reading: 1 Timothy 4:9–16  

(notice especially verse 12)

How do non-Christians view your words and actions? What type of example are you?  
Why is your example very important? Will it draw people to Christ, or the opposite?

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

QueSTionS AnSWeRed FoR TeenS | JAmeS W. Beeke
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Nick’s backpack slouched against his wall; it hadn’t been 
touched since school was out. He tossed a ball at the wall 
opposite his bed and ping-ponged it back and forth. Summer 
vacation had started out great. He’d read books, slept in, did 
a few chores for his mom and dad, and learned some skate-
board tricks. But now the days seemed to be stretching out 
endlessly before him. He yawned; his life seemed so ordinary, 
so boring. “I wish something exciting would happen around 
here,” he thought.

I bet you’ve felt like Nick before. Some days seem boring 
and we think adventure and life is everywhere else, to other 
people. But the truth is you have been given a fascinating gift 
that you can slowly unwrap, discover, and enjoy each day—it 
is the world around you! 

From the teeniest ant that crawls across the kitchen coun-
ter to the thundering storm that wakes you in the night, cre-
ation is shouting forth the glory of God, witnessing to you of 
your Creator. This isn’t a new idea; two thousand years ago 
the Apostle Paul explained this truth to Gentiles at Lystra 
(Acts 14:17–18). No matter if you are standing on top of Mt. 
Everest or in the cornfields of Iowa, creation is bursting with 
evidence and glory of the Creator. Do you see it? Hear it? 

When you wake up in the morning and reach for the 
cereal box, peek out the window. The birds pecking in the 
grass are there for you to see and enjoy. They witness of 
God to you! When you camp out in the backyard, listen to 
the chorus of crickets and wonder at the incredible diversity 
of the sounds that fill the night air. As you fish in summer 
streams, look at the craggy rocks filled with mosses and find 
secret little pockets of life hidden in the cracks; He has filled 
every inch with fascinating life. These are God’s gifts to you; 
are you enjoying them? Do you wonder at God’s creativity 
and intricate designs?

If we’re bored or think God is boring, it’s only because we 
are shutting our eyes and ears to the world around us, bursting 
and humming with the rhythms of life. If our eyes are open to 
see His witness in creation, we’ll be filled with awe and won-
der. Can you imagine the amount of water in the ocean? We 

can only carry one bucket at a time, but He can gather them 
like a heap and put “the deeps in storehouses” (Psalm 33:7). 

Have you taken care of a pet? My kids are taking care of 
three little chicks. It’s a lot of work. They are busy feeding 
them, making sure they have water, and keeping raccoons out 
of the cage! The Lord provides for every creature in the world. 
“He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens that 
cry” (Psalm 147:9). Doesn’t this make your heart sing with the 
same praise as David: “Great is our Lord and of great power, 
his understanding is infinite” (Psalm 147:5)?

There is so much for us to learn about God’s character as 
we study creation. Romans tells us that creation teaches us 
about the attributes of God (Romans 1:20). Look for some 
this summer as you explore the outdoors. Jonathan Edwards 
did this intentionally by keeping a notebook called Types 
Notebook. He would observe creation and ask questions about 
it to make him think about God and His character. It made 
him grow in wonder and praise of God. Why don’t you start 
a notebook, too? Start a fresh page each day. Draw sketches of 
what you see; lines on a tree, tracks in the dirt, ducks dipping 
their heads, stars in the night sky. Then write some questions 
down like, “How do ducks f loat?” “Why is this tree red on the 
inside?” “What does this tell me about who God is?” “How 
can God know all the stars by name?” At night as you’re doing 
devotions, add verses to your notebook about creation; there 
are many (look at Job and Psalms)! And as you go to sleep at 
night, meditate on your Creator.

God is so intent on revealing Himself to sinners that He 
doesn’t stop with creation. We have His Word! And we can 
know His Son, Jesus Christ, who is the “express image of his 
person” (Hebrews 1:3). This is the full revelation and witness 
of God. Can you see that He desires you to know Him? May 
you grow in wonder of His works and in the joy of His salva-
tion as you explore these gifts this summer. I hope your heart 
bursts with praise as you consider God’s care in giving you cre-
ation, the Word, and His Son—all so that you will know Him.

Kara Dedert is a homemaker, mother of five children, and a member of the Grand 
Rapids HNRC.

Meditation For Children
Kara dedert

Creation’s 
Witness
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BiBle Quiz
for children

r e v.  D a v i D  l i p s y

Numbers in 
the Bible

 1. in how many days did the lord create the heavens and the earth? (Genesis 1)     

 2. how many years did Methuselah live? (Genesis 5)     

 3. how many of each clean animal was noah to take into the ark? (Genesis 7)     

 4. how many years did the israelites wander in the wilderness? (numbers 32)     

 5. how many chapters are there in the Book of Psalms?     

 6. Before he lost everything he owned, how many sheep  
did Job own? (Job 1)     

 7. how many men did God let Gideon use to fight the Midianites?  
(Judges 7)     

 8. how many years were the Jews in captivity? (Jeremiah 29:10)     

 9. how many apostles did Jesus have? (luke 6)     

 10. how many years did the woman with the issue of blood have that  
affliction before Jesus cured her? (Matthew 9)     

 1 1. how many loaves did Jesus begin with when he fed the crowd of  
five thousand? (Matthew 14)     

 12. how many children did Jacob have? (Genesis 35:22)     

 13. how many tribes of israel were there? (Genesis 49)     

 14. how many disciples did Jesus take with him into the Garden of Gethsemane?  
(Matthew 26:37)     

 15. how many hours was Jesus on the cross? (compare Mark 15:25, Mark 15:36–37,  
and John 19:30)     

 16. how many days was Jesus in the grave? (Matthew 12:40)     

 17. the ascension took place how many days after the resurrection? (acts 1:3)     

 18. how many deacons were appointed by the apostles? (acts 6:1–3)     

 19. how many people were converted under Peter’s sermon on Pentecost? (acts 2:41)     

 20. how many fish did the disciples catch after being told by Jesus to cast their  
net on the right side of the boat? (John 21)     

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28



qstories
for children
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Kony was a square-shouldered, hard-hearted, big-fisted, 
and dangerous man. He had a family living in the slum 
district of Minneapolis, Minnesota. When he was not in 
prison, he would work at odd jobs, giving little thought to 
the needs of his frail wife living in a tar-papered shack with 
his rag-clothed children. Kony was violent and destructive, 
easily provoked, and thought only of himself. He had earned 
his money working in lumber camps in Minnesota, in the 
harvest fields of North Dakota, and on the railroads in the 
West. His poor, destitute family received very little of his 
earnings and struggled to find food, clothing, or fuel. 

One day, Kony drifted into the Duluth city mission. 
His face was battered, his eyes were black, his lips cut and 
bruised. He was disgusted with his life. He told the mis-
sionary his story. He spoke of his family and of their needs. 
He admitted that the police were on his trail because of his 
constant troublemaking. All his money had been spent on 
liquor, and he had suffered a severe beating at the hands of 
another drunken man. 

Kony asked the missionary if there was any hope of a 
better life for him. The missionary thought about Jesus’ 
parable of the sower, who sowed seed in the midst of 
thorns, briars, weeds, and stone (Matthew 13). It hardly 
seemed possible that the seed of the gospel would f lourish 
in a heart like Kony’s, yet the missionary knew that the 
Holy Spirit could cause seed to grow and bear fruit in the 
hardest of hearts. So, he told Kony about Jesus Christ as 
the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). Kony’s heart 
was touched. God alone could help this man out of his 
miserable way of living. 

The missionary then provided Kony a meal of ham, 
eggs, and beans. As Kony ate, the missionary said, “After 
you are finished with your meal, go to the meeting room 

and wait for the eve-
ning service.”

Kony nodded, and 
then, as if he had com-
pletely forgotten their 
previous conversation, 
he said, “Do you think 

I should go back and thrash the guy who beat me up? I never 
met a man yet I couldn’t lick when I wasn’t hungry.”

The missionary replied, “Haven’t you had enough of 
your old life? Haven’t you always ended up on the losing end 
when you used violence?”

“You’re right,” admitted Kony shamefacedly. “It’ll be a 
miracle if I ever become a decent fellow.”

“‘With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with 
God all things are possible’ (Mark 10:27),” quoted the 
preacher. 

During the evening service, Kony sat close to the front. 
The missionary led the meeting, preaching a short mes-
sage about how we all need to be born again. It seemed 
to Kony that the missionary knew far more about his life 
than he remembered telling him. Afterward, some hymns 
were sung, and several of the men told how the Lord Jesus 
had saved them from lives of sin. Kony listened intently. 
At the close of the service, the missionary invited anyone 
who wanted to seek the Lord in prayer to stay behind. Kony 
stayed. Falling to his knees, he prayed most earnestly to God 
to save him from his wretched life. His prayers were dis-
connected and sporadic, the groans and laments of a sinner 
convicted before God. The Lord heard and answered Kony’s 
prayers. A wonderful change took place in Kony’s heart. 
After some time, the Spirit enabled him to believe that Jesus 
washed away his sin and had taken his place on the cross.

His life ref lected the change in his heart. For the first 
time in his life, he felt concern for his family. Friends made 
it possible for Kony’s wife and four small children to come 
to Duluth. When they arrived at the mission, they made a 
pitiful sight. Thinly clad and hungry, the children clung to 
their frail mother. They were helpless and defenseless from 
years of neglect and deprivation. A good supper was pro-
vided for them, and they remained in the mission for some 
days. For the first time in their lives, they enjoyed having 
three good meals a day and clean, warm clothing. To God 
alone be the glory!

Adapted by Diana Kleyn. Taken from True Life Stories, or, Sowing the Seed of 
the Soul, by Henry Eicher Ramseyer. 1927. No publisher listed.

Kony

A. Achsah
B. Baruch
C. Candace
D. Dinah
E. Elon
F. Festus
G. Gamaliel
H. Haggith
I. Ish-bosheth
J. Jedidiah
K. Keren- 

happuch

L. Lucifer
M. Mahlon
N. Nabal
O. Obed-edom
P. Pekah
Q. Quartus
R. Rachab
S. Salome
T. Theudas
U. Ucal
V. Vashti
Z. Ziba

answers to last month’s puzzle:



NEws & ANNOUNCEMENTs
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

Candidate David VanBrugge declined a call to the Hull, Iowa HRC 
and has received calls to the Free Reformed Churches of Abbots-
ford, British Columbia, and Brantford, Ontario. Rev. Jerrold Lewis 
declined a call to the Grand Rapids HRC.

OBITUARY
VAN REE, Elizabeth R., aged 87, passed away on Monday, June 2, 2014. 
She was preceded in death by her grandson Eric in 2009. Elizabeth is survived 
by her children—Janice (Alan) Supran, Dan (Sally) Van Ree, Laura (Bill) 
Thomas, Nancy Van Ree, Tom (Mary) Van Ree, Sue (Brian) Ring, Pricilla 
(Don) Staal, Bob (Brenda) Van Ree, Tim (Candice) Van Ree; Sister—Edith 
Bazen; Sisters-in-law—Dorothy DeMaagd, Dorothy Schol;  20 grandchildren, 
16 great-grandchildren; many nieces and nephews. (Dr. J. R. Beeke, Psalm 116; 
Rev. M. Kuivenhoven, 2 Corinthians 5:14).

DEDICATION sERvICE Of PRTs BUILDINg  
ADDITION: AUgUsT 21, 2014

A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD  
directeth his steps (Proverbs 16:9).

The PRTS building dedication service is scheduled for August 21, 
the opening night of this year’s Puritan Reformed Conference. The 
dedication service will take place at 8:30 p.m.–9:45 p.m., right after 
the first conference address. We hope you will be able to join us for 
both the conference and the dedication service. We will be traveling 
only four miles from the Prince Conference Center to the seminary for 
this joyous occasion. Tours of the new facility will be offered, as well 
as refreshments afterwards. Please mark your calendar for August 21! 
Feel free to contact Chris Hanna at 616-432-3407 or at chris.hanna@
puritanseminary.org with questions regarding either the conference or 
the dedication service.

180  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  JuLY/AuGuST 2014

ANNIvERsARY
1954  August 13  2014

Wedding Text: Psalm 27:9b: Leave me not,  
neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.

With gratitude to God for His faithfulness, we hope to cel-
ebrate the 60th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents, 
grandparents, and great-grandparents,

ADRIAN and CORNELIA VANDERHART  
(nee Westrate)

Mary & Jake Newhouse
Renee & Mickey Chaytor (Madison, Ethan,  

Lauren, Matthew, Luke)
Bob & Willena Newhouse (Hailey, Jakob)
Greg Newhouse & Rebecca Hastings

John & Carol Vanderhart
Casey & Carly Vanderhart (Maddison, Micah)

Joanne & Henry Meeboer
Mark & Barb Vanderhart

Philip & Doreen Vanderhart (Cole, Mark)
Eric & Michelle Vanderhart (Taylor, Katelyn)
Jonathan & Gerda Vanderhart
Thomas Vanderhart (Haiden)
Rochelle Vanderhart & Chad Rupert
Laura Vanderhart

Home Address: 4072 23rd St., Vineland, ON L0R 2C0

Dr. Cornelis Venema
SEPTEMBER 26 & 27, 2014

NIAGARA REFORMED   BIBLE CONFERENCE
2900 Fourth Ave., Jordan, Ontario. 

Immanuel United Reformed Church.

Christ’s Church-Gathering Mission: 
Special Challenges Facing Reformed Churches

www.nrbc.ca



CHRIsTIAN wORLD vIEw JOHN gOUDZwAARD

NATIONAL NEws
COuRT BLOCKS BIRTH CONTROL MANDATE FOR  
TWO CHRISTIAN COLLEGES
A federal court has blocked the Department of Health and Human 
Services from enforcing its birth control mandate on two Christian 
colleges, Dordt College in Iowa and Cornerstone University in Michi-
gan, while their cases move forward.

The preliminary injunction was granted for three reasons, U.S. 
District Court Judge Mark W. Bennett wrote. 1) The plaintiffs, Dordt 
and Cornerstone, “may suffer irreparable harm” because “they would 
be forced to comply” with the birth control mandate “to the detriment 
of their religious exercise.” 2) On balance, the plaintiffs would suffer 
more than the defendants. The worst that could happen if the govern-
ment eventually wins the case is that the mandate would take a few 
extra months before going into effect. 3) The plaintiffs “are sufficiently 
likely to succeed on the merits.”

The birth control mandate, issued by HHS as part of its imple-
mentation of the Affordable Care Act or “Obamacare,” requires most 
employers, even most religious employers, to cover contraceptives, 
sterilization, and some “morning-after” contraceptives that may cause 
an abortion.

Bennett wrote that he is waiting to issue a decision in the case 
because a similar case involving two Christian-owned businesses, 
Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Woods, is currently before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which heard arguments against the case in March. 
The outcome of that decision, due this summer, will likely inf luence 
how he decides the case or could make the suit unnecessary. (See 
article below.)

Alliance Defending Freedom, which represents the colleges, praised 
the decision, arguing that religious colleges should have the freedom 
to behave according to their religious convictions.

“Christian colleges should remain free to operate according to 
their defining beliefs,” ADF Senior Counsel Gregory S. Baylor said. 
“Under this mandate, religious employers have no real choice: they 
must either comply and abandon their religious freedom, or resist and 
be taxed for their faith. If the government can force Christian colleges 
to act contrary to their deeply-held religious convictions, then the 
government can do just about anything. The court was right to block 
enforcement of this unconstitutional mandate.” (By Napp Nazworth, 
Christian Post Reporter)

SuPREME COuRT SIDES WITH HOBBY LOBBY
In a 5 to 4 ruling, the 
Supreme Court ruled 
the federal government 
cannot require compa-
nies like Hobby Lobby 
to provide potentially 
abortifacient contracep-
tives to their employees 
in violation of their own-
ers’ religious beliefs.

Instead, the govern-
ment has to offer Hobby Lobby and other similar companies the 
same accommodations it has already given to faith-based non-profits.

The majority said that the Religious Freedom Restoration Act 

(RFRA), passed by Congress in 1993, does apply to closely held cor-
porations like the family-owned Hobby Lobby.

The government failed to live up to RFRA’s standard of using 
the “least restrictive means” to ensure that employees had access to 
all approved forms of contraception, according to Monday’s ruling. 
(Zionica)

ATHEISTS LOSE “IN GOD WE TRuST” LEGAL FIGHT
Atheists lost their case against the “In God We Trust” motto on the 
nation’s currency.

It’s a battle they have lost several times before, as court after court 
has affirmed that printing and engraving the country’s motto on its 
money does not violate the U.S. Constitution.

The plaintiffs argued before a federal appeals court that the words 
amount to a government endorsement of religion, disallowed by the 
First Amendment’s Establishment Clause. They further held that, 
forced to carry around a religious statement in their pockets and pock-
etbooks, their constitutionally guaranteed right to freely exercise reli-
gion is being violated.

But the three-judge panel of the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in New York noted that the courts have long looked at the motto not 
so much as the entanglement of government in religion, but as a more 
general statement of optimism and a “reference to the country’s reli-
gious heritage.” (Zionica)

INTERNATIONAL NEws
THE HARDEST PLACE ON EARTH TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
While there are many terrible places on earth to be a Christian 
(Sudan, North Korea, Afghanistan, Bhutan, etc.), Pakistan is argu-

ably one of the worst. 
Other nations persecute 
believers, but in Paki-
stan the entire country 
has spent generations 
forming a world view 
that values the tortur-
ing of those who claim 
the name of Christ.

Pakistan used to 
have a noticeable Christian presence. Presbyterians had a sizeable 
school system and those schools were largely responsible for the coun-
try’s relatively high literacy. But, in 1973, Islam become the nation’s 
religion and the government seized those schools and replaced their 
teachers and curriculum. Now the Koran is required to be read and 
recited in all classes at all levels. When little kids learn science, they 
memorize passages about how Mohammad prophesied modern inven-
tions. When they learn English, they learn it through the Koran. 
Meanwhile, it is illegal for Christians to touch or own the Koran.

Now, forty years later, this plan was successful. Literacy in Pakistan 
is around 50%, but literacy for Christians is less than 10%. Universities 
require Koran memorization for entrance, so Christians are unable to 
hold any jobs which require an education. There are only a handful 
of believers who work for the government at any level. Christians are 
reduced to living in slums, where they are routinely robbed and their 
houses frequently burned. (Zionica)
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CORNER fOR TEENs

ReV. MaRk keldeRMaN &  
ReV. MaaRteN kuiVeNhoVeN

Who are You?

When we look at the digital world in light of the ninth com-
mandment, there are many areas that could be addressed, 
but for this article we will look at three. The first is the 
image that a person tries to portray of themselves; the 
second, what kind of words do we use to communicate 
messages; and the third, whether we speak positively of 
and build up others.

When you think of Facebook or other social media, do 
you ever think about how you are going to be looked at by 
others? Do you ever post anything just because you want 
others to see it? Is what you post an accurate representa-
tion of who you are? Each of these questions really gets 
to the heart of how truthful we are about ourselves. The 
real issue for us to consider is not what are others think-
ing of us, but what does Christ think of us. What does 
He think of the picture you posted or of the comment 
you made on your friend’s blog? If you have confessed 
to know Christ, then your contributions to social media 
should ref lect that. 

Ultimately, the ninth commandment has to do with 
truth and lying. It is extremely damaging to the name 
and cause of Christ when the things we post are contrary 
to what we really are. Some posts on Facebook pages 
of Christians bring shame to the name of Christ; other 
people may present a clean image in the digital world but 
secretly live another life. Either way, the calling we have 
in light of the ninth commandment is to live for Christ 
in truth. 

The second area that needs examining is the words that 
we use to communicate. Today, we text, post, comment on, 
and tweet words all day long. It may seem easier to ‘blast’ 
somebody by posting on their Facebook page or complain 
about them online than to actually speak to the person 
face to face. But not only does God see the words we write, 
these words when posted publicly are bearing a witness. At 
times we are tempted to hide behind the illusion that we 

are not responsible for how the words are interpreted, but 
that shows little care and love for our neighbor. 

It is very humbling to speak to someone about their 
faults; it usually highlights our own. It ensures that we 
must be humble ourselves. It causes us to f lee to Christ 
in prayer so that we approach the other in a right manner, 
that the words would be received and that the outcome 
would serve God’s glory. However, when we simply sit 
down at a computer and write a letter or post comments, 
we short-circuit all these sanctifying venues. If you need 
to confront someone, do not log on to Facebook and let 
them have it. Begin with prayer and look for opportunity 
to speak to them. If you truly believe that writing them 
is still the best method, do so with prayer, read over what 
you have written several times, and maybe wait until the 
next day before sending it. Perhaps ask a trusted friend to 
read it to see if your tone is Christ-like.

Third, in light of the ninth commandment, our calling 
in this commandment is clear. The Scriptures require us 
to be open with one another and to defend and promote 
as much as we can the good character of our neighbor. It 
seems that this positive aspect of the ninth commandment 
is easily overlooked when we can quickly post a com-
ment seemingly without any effect. There are unlimited 
positive and encouraging words that can and ought to be 
spoken. To use digital communication to do this is likely 
one area in which we could all improve. Let’s use all the 
means available to us to promote the good name of our 
brothers and sisters and seek to preserve their character 
as well. 

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is 
a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman 
@puritanseminary.org; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.

THE DECALOgUE IN THE DIgITAL AgE  (10)
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Digital truth:



REfORMATION HERITAgE BOOKs
FROM A FRIEND IN MICHIGAN:
Thank you so much for taking the time to put together the 
KJVSB. I have enjoyed and learned reading from what you 
sent out to us in the sample.

I have bought several copies of Why Christ Came and 
given them out. I have enjoyed and grown in my thoughts 
of Christ in reading this book. Thank you.

I continue to pray for your strength and thank God for 
you and all your efforts. Numbers 6:24–26.

I hope and pray Proverbs 2:1–5 (especially verse 5) comes 
true for me growing while searching in the KJVSB.

FROM A NIGERIAN MISSIONARY:
I just read The Law of Kindness, and I have to tell you how 
much I enjoyed it! I could not stop reading once I started. 
It is great! God has clearly given you the gift of writing 
that book—the way you write, the examples you use, the 
openness with which you share from your own life, but also 
the content, the chapters. I especially like the chapter on 
parenting. (I wished somehow I could start all over again.)

The book will also be of great help when we go back. 
The women’s work of our church has great teaching oppor-
tunities for this topic (marriage courses, leadership train-
ings, conferences, and meetings).

So by the grace of God I will pass your message on. And 
I pray mostly that God will give me the grace to live it.

“To show forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and 
thy faithfulness every night” (Ps. 92).

FRoM a pastoR iN peNNsylVaNia:
Warmest greetings! I just had to write to you and let you 
know how much your message regarding “The Beautiful 
Heart of Christ” has touched my heart and changed it for-
ever. I have not looked at Christ the same since.

I first read your message in the book titled The Beauty 
and Glory of Christ. This inspired me to download the audio 
message and then purchase the books The Heart of Christ,  
A Habitual Sight of Him, and Meet the Puritans. Thank you for 
introducing me to Thomas Goodwin. I am a better person, 
pastor, and lover of Christ through your efforts. Thank you.

I have also introduced The Heart of Christ to 14 additional 
pastors. It’s my hope that their hearts will also be touched.

Thank you again.

FROM A CONFERENCE ATTENDEE:
I want to thank you for the Puritan Treasury books. At one 
of the recent conferences I attended your group gave out the 
book Stop Loving the World by Greenhill. I could not put the 
book down…not because I was thinking, “Yeah, I know all 
the people who could sure use this message!”…no, it ripped 
my heart with the glorious name of God vs. the reward this 

world offers in return. The book is absolutely wonderful and 
I would highly recommend it as a package deal. Oh my, I 
would love my grown kids to read it, I think of our adult 
Bible study and the people who sort of turn “off ” the word 
Puritans, but when you read this edited version of Green-
hill’s sermon, the Bible comes alive. This Puritan treasury 
really brings the joy of the Puritans to the surface.

INHERITANCE PUBLIsHERs
FROM A FRIEND IN PRISON:

Just a quick note to say thank you for sending the Inheri-
tance sermon booklets. The last booklet by William Plumer 
was exceptional. I recently was introduced to Plumer's writ-
ings and read his work on pastoral theology.

I am a prison inmate serving a life sentence. I teach Bible 
study classes weekly and I pass your books out during class. 
It is possible, at times, that the resources you make available 
to me are the only biblically sound literature that prisoners 
in here have access to.

gOsPEL TRUMPET
FROM A FRIEND IN PRISON:

I would like to thank you for the booklets you send. The 
chaplain lets me read them which help me grow in my faith.

There are many false teachers coming into prison. The 
inmates enjoy listening to them because they have “itching 
ears” (2 Tim. 4:3–4). They do not want to listen to the truth.

Your sermons you send to us are very important. There are 
a few guys who know the truth (Jesus Christ) that are trying 
to show the other guys the truth. Not a man-centered gospel 
but a God-centered gospel. All to the glory of God only.

Please keep being a faithful ministry to us who want to 
know “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2).

THE BANNER Of sOvEREIgN gRACE TRUTH
FROM A FRIEND IN PRISON:

Some time back I had purchased a subscription of the Ban-
ner magazine to bless my daughter and her family. But it 
seems the blessings not only came to her but to me as well. 
Since then, I have received a complimentary subscription; 
free sermons; some tract information, and information 
regarding RHB (of which I am very thankful for).

I am simply overwhelmed with the love and generosity 
you all have shown me through your obedience to the Lord. 
I have not been or felt so loved or received by any person, 
church, or religious organization since I’ve been incarcer-
ated. Thank you all so much and I pray the Lord will con-
tinue to bless you over and beyond what He has blessed me 
with via His love, grace, and mercy through your faithful 
service to Him.

fROM OUR MAILBOx
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To our Redeemer’s glorious Name 
Awake the sacred song: 
O may His love—immortal flame— 
Tune every heart and tongue.

His love, what mortal tongue can reach? 
What mortal tongue display? 
Imagination’s utmost stretch 
In wonder dies away.

Let wonder still with love unite, 
And gratitude and joy; 
Be Jesus our supreme delight, 
His praise our best employ.

Jesus, who left His throne on high, 
Left the bright realms of bliss, 
And came on earth to bleed and die— 
Was ever love like this?

Dear Lord, while we adoring pay 
Our humble thanks to Thee, 
May every heart with rapture say, 
The Savior died for me.

O may the sweet, the blissful theme 
Fill every heart and tongue, 
Till strangers love Thy charming Name, 
And join the sacred song.

—ANNE STEELE


