
The Christian’s War against Satan

Good Comes through Affliction

Compassion Fatigue

In thIs Issue

The dawn of  God’s dear Sabbath 
Breaks o’er the earth again, 
As some sweet summer morning 
After a night of  pain; 
It comes as cooling showers 
To some exhausted land, 
As shade of  clustered palm trees 
’Mid weary wastes of  sand.

Lord, we would bring for offering 
Though marred with earthly soil, 
Our week of  earnest labor, 
Of  useful daily toil; 
Fair fruits of  self  denial, 
Of  strong, deep love to Thee, 
Fostered by Thine own Spirit 
In our humility.

And, we would bring our burden 
Of  sinful thought and deed, 
In Thy pure presence kneeling, 
From bondage to be freed; 
Our heart’s most bitter sorrow 
For all Thy work undone; 
So many talents wasted! 
So few bright laurels won!

And with that sorrow mingling, 
A steadfast faith, and sure, 
And love so deep and fervent, 
That tries to make it pure; 
In His dear presence finding 
The pardon that we need; 
And then the peace so lasting, 
Celestial peace indeed!

So be it, Lord, forever; 
O may we evermore 
In Jesus’ holy presence 
His blessed Name adore, 
Upon His peaceful Sabbath, 
Within His temple walls— 
Type of  the stainless worship 
In Zion’s golden halls.
       — AdA C. CrOSS
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Our DepenDency On GOD anD His sOvereiGn Grace
Hence we learn how absolutely we are dependent on God in this great mat-
ter of the eternal salvation of our souls. We are dependent not only on His 
wisdom to contrive a way to accomplish it, and on His power to bring it to 
pass, but we are dependent on His mere will and pleasure in the affair. We 
depend on the sovereign will of God for every thing belonging to it, from 
the foundation to the top-stone. It was of the sovereign pleasure of God, that 
He contrived a way to save any of mankind, and gave us Jesus Christ, His 
only-begotten Son, to be our Redeemer. Why did He look on us; and send 
us a Savior, and not the fallen angels? It was from the sovereign pleasure of 
God. It was of His sovereign pleasure what means to appoint. His giving us 
the Bible, and the ordinances of religion, is of His sovereign grace. His giving 
those means to us rather than to others, His giving the awakening inf lu-
ences of His Spirit, and His bestowing saving grace, are all of His sovereign 
pleasure. When He says, “Let there be light in the soul of such an one,” it is 
a word of infinite power and sovereign grace.

— JOnatHan eDwarDs
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Meditation • Re v. M a aRten Kuivenhoven

What is the basis of unity with other Christians and 
churches? The answer is found in John 17, the famous high 
priestly prayer of Jesus Christ. We read in verses 22–23, 
“And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that 
the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them, as thou hast loved me.” Isn’t it striking that this peti-
tion for unity would be some of Christ’s last words before 
He died and left the earth—His last wish for the church?

God - CenteRed unit y
This unity that Christ prayed for is first of all God-centered. 
Notice what Jesus says in verse 22b, “That they may be one, 
even as we are one.” Our unity must ref lect the relation-
ship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—no divi-
sion, argumentation, fighting, or discontent, only perfect 
unity, perfect love, and perfect communion. If our unity is 
God-centered, that means our relationship is centered on 
the truth of Scripture. Despite our differences with other 
Christians, are we ref lecting that perfect relationship that 
God has within Himself? Such a high standard for our 
relationship with one another as Christians is only attainable 
through the cross and by grace alone.

CRoss- CenteRed unit y
At the center of our relationship with other Christians 
throughout the world is the cross. Jesus prayed these words 
just hours before His death; the cross was the answer to this 
prayer. In Ephesians 2:13–16, Paul writes that the cross of 
Christ has broken down the middle wall of partition, and 
reconciled His people into one body through the cross. As 
we engage with other Christians and other denominations, 
this is the central point of unity. This is the great hope that 
we hold out to those who are still alienated from God. They 
too can be made one with Christ and His people through 
the cross of Christ. Is this our prayer and desire, to see 
Christians united through the cross and all its implications 
for life and doctrine?

holine ss- CenteRed unit y
What is the purpose for our unity with other Christians? At 
the deepest level of unity, we center on the cross of Christ, 
but there must also be a practical unity that leads to holi-
ness. Jesus prays, “That they may be made perfect in one.” 
Jesus’ desire is to see His people across the world perfected, 
or made holy. This is both inward and outward perfection. 
He ultimately realized this in the cross, but is it visible in 
our lives? Our unity with one another in the cross does not 
make us better than other Christians. Rather, it ought to 
produce humility to learn from other brothers and sisters. It 

means that we stand in solidarity and prayer for the issues of 
our day with those who love the Lord in truth. We are not 
perfect and the others we meet are not perfect, but are we 
working together, by the Spirit’s grace, to perfect each other 
in fulfillment of Christ’s prayer for the unity of His church?

Mission- CenteRed unit y
This unity is practical. It serves as a witness to the world of 
the love of God for sinners: “That the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved 
me.” Our inward and outward unity expresses to the world 
that the love of God dwells in our hearts and in our midst. 
Our relationship with one another serves to reflect God’s just 
yet loving character to the world. It tells the world that we 
enjoy this unity because of the cross and that we are humbly 
and graciously aiding one another to be perfected. It tells 
the world that the grace of God is still available for sinners. 
It shows any unbeliever that unless they repent and believe 
and find refuge in Christ, there will be a great gulf fixed 
between them and the people of Christ. As a church, we are 
an open book read by the world. What are we telling them?

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed 
Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a Ph.D. theological student at 
Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

a PRayeR foR ChuRCh unit y
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Editorial • Dr. Joel R. Beeke

In January 2002, when I returned to my f lat in an east-
ern European country after lecturing on the doctrine 
of salvation, I was assaulted by two men who knocked 
me down, tied and gagged me, then ran a knife up and 
down my back while shouting, “Mafia, mafia!” God 
graciously comforted me with His Word throughout 
this forty-five-minute ordeal, but you can understand 
why I considered myself a dead man.

The Mafia is not always so blatantly or aggressively 
open. More often than not, they operate covertly. We 
know that the Mafia controls money-laundering busi-
nesses, houses of prostitution, drug operations, and all 
kinds of crime, but it is difficult to pin these criminals 
down. I read in the paper that one Mafia leader was 
so slippery that though more than a dozen charges lay 
against him, a jury acquitted him and said he should 
be set free.

Satan’s spiritual Mafia likewise controls people 
and nations—sometimes openly and blatantly, but 
more often undercover. We need much wisdom and 
strength, not only to defend ourselves against Satan’s 
attacks, but also to search him out and offensively 
attack him in the strength of our God.

Satan’s demons also aim to destroy us, for they are 
led by one who was a “murderer from the beginning” 
(John 8:44). Sometimes the devil comes as a “roaring 
lion,” seeking to inspire fear through threats and suffer-
ing (1 Pet. 5:8–9). Sometimes he comes like an “angel 
of light,” trying to seduce us with sweet lies (2 Cor. 
11:13–14). Sometimes he even speaks through the voice 
of dear but mistaken friends (Matt. 16:23).

However the devil comes, we cannot avoid his 
attacks. In Ephesians 6:11–12, Paul thus advises us, 
“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 
not against f lesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

Whether we like it or not, being a Christian means 
we are at war with the devil. That is no game; it is a 
battle to the death. William Gurnall wrote of “a war 
between the saints and Satan, and that so bloody a one, 
that the cruelest which ever was fought by men, will be 
found but sport and child’s play to this. Alas, what is 
the killing of bodies to the destroying of souls?”

To win this war against the devil and his minions, 
we must have a strategic supply line, or the devil will 
besiege us, cut us off from resources, and make us weak 
and unable to resist him. We must put up an unyielding 
defense to repel Satan’s attacks against us lest he pierce 
and wound our spiritual lives. And we must engage our 
enemy with an overcoming offensive to cast down his 
kingdom and take our every thought captive in obedi-
ence to our Lord.

We see these three tactics in Paul’s instructions for 
spiritual warfare in Ephesians 6:10–20. For a full devel-
opment of these great truths, I highly recommend Gur-
nall’s treatise The Christian in Complete Armour, which is 
built upon this Scripture text. Here is how those tactics 
work in spiritual warfare.

1. Our strategic supply line is dependence upon Christ. Paul 
begins this text by saying, “Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.” He 
ends by saying, “Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit.” If you try to fight Satan in 
your own strength, even with the best methods, you 
will fall before him.

As Christian soldiers, we must lean on Christ’s 
might, for we have no shelter from Satan but the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is our refuge and our hiding place. He 
is like a cave hidden in rock (Ps. 57:1). He is our fortress 
and deliverer (Ps. 18:2). He is the bread by which we 
live and grow ( John 6:35). He gives us the living water 
of the Spirit ( John 4:10). He is our wisdom, righteous-
ness, sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30).

We draw upon Christ’s strength by exercising 
our faith through prayer. Faith is the eye that looks 
upward to the crucified but now glorified Christ at 
God’s right hand, full of grace for us. Prayer is the 
hand reaching up to Christ, empty of self but open to 
the Spirit purchased by Christ’s wounds. What can 
wash away our sins? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
We have victory in Jesus!

2. Our unyielding defense is the armor of God. We need 
God’s spiritual armor to enable us to withstand the 
attacks of our enemy and not be thrown down by his 
violent assaults (Eph. 6:13). Paul described this armor 

The Christian’s War  
against Satan
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as if it were the equipment of a soldier of his day (Eph. 
6:14–17). Christ put on the spiritual counterpart of 
these pieces of armor to wage war on our behalf (Isa. 
11:5; 59:17). The Spirit f it this armor to Christ in  
His humanity and now fits it to us in Him. Christian, 
give thanks to Jesus Christ that you can wear the 
armor of God!

We cannot give a detailed exposition of that armor 
in this short space, but each piece of armor reminds us 
of a critical aspect of our walk with God. Like a belt 
holding together our clothing, the truth of God’s Word 
equips us for battle. As Thomas Brooks says in Precious 
Remedies against Satan’s Devices, “A man may lawfully 
sell his house, land and jewels, but truth is a jewel that 
exceeds all price, and must not be sold.” As a breastplate 
protects vital organs against battle thrusts, so Christ’s 
righteousness protects us against Satan’s deadly attacks 
and accusations.

Well-crafted, studded shoes give a soldier solid 
footing so he does not slip. Likewise the gospel of 
peace enables us to stand firm in the confidence that 
by Christ’s blood we have peace with God no mat-
ter what happens. As a large Roman shield (4 ft. by 
2 ft.) protected the entire body of a soldier from an 
opponent’s f laming arrows, so faith in God’s promises 
shields us against temptations that would inf lame our 
souls with sin. As a helmet guards us against a blow 
to the head that could stun or kill us, “the hope of 
salvation” keeps us lively and clear-headed as we battle 

Satan in the eager 
a nt i c ip a t ion  o f 
Ch r i s t ’s  r e t u r n  
(1 Thess. 5:8).

3. Our overcoming  
o f fen sive  against 
Satan centers upon 
“ the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the 
word of God” (Eph. 
6:17). The Word 
of God is a divine 
weapon, for it does 
not contain merely 
the words of men but 

the very words of God which powerfully works in those 
who have faith (1 Thess. 2:13; Rom. 1:16). Indeed, this 
Word is God’s Spirit-endowed weapon to create faith 
(Rom. 10:17), for it is the instrument of the new birth 
(1 Pet. 1:23).

Therefore, speak the Word of God to others, and 
do all you can to promote the preaching of the Word 
by faithful ministers of Christ. Speak out by bearing 
witness to Scripture truth. Carry the light of God’s 
Word into a dark world, shining its light into every dark 
corner. And pray for the preaching of the Word, that it 
might be preached boldly and freely and be glorified.

Christian, don the spiritual armor of a well-
equipped soldier! Christ has given you all that you need 
for the battle. Do not be lazy or careless. Do not act as 
if you are at peace with the devil. You are engaged in a 
war against Satan and all his devils, and this war will 
last until Christ comes again in glory.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of 
the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. This article is reprinted with permission from TableTalk.
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It is relatively easy to restore calm in certain situations. A 
skilled teacher can calm a rowdy class; a mother can often 
calm a restless child. A doctor can calm an anxious patient 
with the good news of a favorable medical report. With skill, 
these situations can be managed. But there may be other situ-
ations in which restoring calm is beyond our abilities. If you 
stand next to an ocean during a storm, your words will do 
nothing to calm that storm. Waves and wind just won’t obey 
you. And neither do some other kinds of “winds and waves.” 
Think of the wave of heartache that crashes when you lose 
a loved one. Think of the waves of anger and bitterness that 
arise from the conflicts between individuals or nations. Think 
of the hidden storms in our hearts—of doubts, of guilt, and 
of anxious thoughts. We cannot calm troubled consciences or 
reach into despairing hearts. These things are beyond us. We 
need the One whose miraculous power the disciples witnessed 
during a storm on the Sea of Galilee.

Mysterious Classroom
It had been a busy day for the Lord Jesus and His disciples. 
He had preached to the multitudes for most of the day. It 
was the first time He had preached using parables—earthly 
stories with heavenly meanings. He told parables such as the 
parable of the sower, the parable of the grain of mustard seed, 
and the parable of leaven. It must have been a mysterious day. 
What these parables taught about the kingdom of God was 
hidden in a way, and could not be easily grasped. Afterward, 
Jesus had spent time with only His disciples and explained to 
them the meaning of what He had taught. Now the mysteri-
ous day was to become a mysterious night. Someone once said 
that during the day Jesus had His disciples in the classroom; 
during the night, He would give them a practicum. 

In the evening, Jesus said, “Let us pass over unto the 
other side” (v. 35). They were by the Sea of Galilee, also 
known as the Sea of Genesaret or the Sea of Tiberias. This 
lake was some fifteen miles long by eight miles wide, sur-
rounded on most sides by hills and mountains. Because 
many of the disciples were fishermen, they had travelled this 
sea frequently. We can safely assume that they entered the 
ship oblivious to any sign of danger. After all, this was their 
Lord’s order. Matthew tells us like this: “He gave command-
ment to depart to the other side” (Matt. 8:18). 

As they set sail, we’re told, Jesus went down into the stern 
of the boat and fell asleep. Jesus was truly and fully man; He 
had taught the multitudes all day and, after a rigorous day of 
work, a good sleep is a gift. Just a few hours before, Christ 
had mentioned sleep. “So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should cast seed into the ground, and should sleep, and the 

seed should spring and grow up” (vv. 26, 27). Now that Jesus 
had spent the day sowing the seed of God’s Word, He, like 
the farmer in that parable, could sleep. God’s purpose with 
the seed would be accomplished. Psalm 127:2 says that it is 
vain to stay up late and deprive your body of sleep. “For so he 
giveth his beloved sleep.” Here God the Father was giving His 
beloved Son rest and sleep after a full day of work.

Desperate Disciples
While Jesus was resting in the stern of the boat, the sea under 
the boat grew restless. We read, “And there arose a great storm 
of wind” (v. 37). Although this lake is usually calm, the wind 
coming over the surrounding mountains can suddenly raise 
a vehement storm. A squall threw this sea into such tossing 
and turning that we read that the “waves beat (right) into the 
ship” (v. 37). Imagine trying to maintain your stand on deck 
as waves surge up over the boat until “it was now full” (v. 37). 

What can you do when the ship of your life is full? One 
more wave, and the ship will sink down. You’ve bailed out 
water as fast as you can. You’ve tried to patch leaks. You’ve 
thrown all the cargo you can out of your life, but your boat 
is full and a wave away from being swallowed up.

In a certain sense this is true for all of us by nature. We 
may be insensitive to it—we may be blind to the waves, deaf 
to the wind, and unaware of our danger—but Satan is about 
to swallow us up. We have no safe ground under our feet, and 
there is just a wave betwen us and death. Many are asleep 
in a different sense—more like Jonah, oblivious to the fact 
that they are indeed sinking and their ship is full. If only we 
would see what the disciples saw and begin to cry as they did.

The disciples didn’t try to awaken Jesus immediately. They 
must have imagined that He would wake up at some point. 
There is no record of them coming to Him until the ship was 
full. No matter what they did, however, nothing changed for 
the better until these disciples went to the Lord and shook 
Him by the shoulder like men who were desperate. They woke 
their Lord and master like men who meant business. They 
awaken Him and say, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?”

The disciples’ question here shows their confusion. They 
are perplexed about how Christ could be so insensitive. But 
how could Christ be oblivious and uncaring? They might 
not have even dared to ask this question of Jesus if they had 
remembered a few important things:

1. Had not Christ Himself brought them into this trouble? 
After all, He had commanded them to enter the boat. If 
He had been directly instrumental in ordering this circum-
stance, wouldn’t He be well aware of their distress?

The MiraCleS of ChriST (6)
Dr. GeralD BilkeS  •  New TeSTaMeNT BiBle STuDy •  Read: MaRk 4:35–41
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2. Christ’s words to His disciples had implied a safe arrival on 
the other side of the lake. He had said, “Let us pass over unto 
the other side” (v. 35). He knew that they would reach this other 
side. This is a comforting truth, also for present-day disciples 
of Jesus. If you are a child of God, there is another side to your 
sickness. There is another side to your family problem. There 
is another side to your convicted conscience. There is another 
side to your heartache. There is another side even to death, 
which Christ Himself brought to light in His resurrection. 
Jesus will ensure your safe arrival on the other side.

3. Even the fact that Jesus slept should have been a lesson to 
the disciples. Quite possibly, Jesus slept to teach them that 
sleep is possible even in the fiercest storm. It’s like David 
said in Psalm 3: “I laid me down and slept; I awaked, for 
the Lord sustained me” (v. 5).

Powerful lessons
So the Lord was teaching His disciples a lesson even in His 
sleep. But He would also teach them a much greater lesson 
by waking from sleep. As He did so, He radically trans-
formed the disciples’ situation. “And he arose, and rebuked 
the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still” (v. 39). There 
are four brief lessons here. 

First, there is the lesson of Christ’s power. Asleep one 
moment and awake the next, Christ spoke with authority 
to the wind and waves. Literally, Jesus said, “Be mute! Be 
muzzled.” With His words, He muzzled the gaping sea 
and its mouth was immediately shut. What power! What 
authority! Christ’s divinity enabled Him to speak with this 
kind of authority.

Second, there is the lesson of Christ’s purpose. “And there 
was a great calm” (v. 39). Christ’s purpose was to bring them 
into a great calm. He rebuked the storm not just because He 
is divine and powerful, but also to reveal His purpose. He had 
come from heaven to this tumultous world to pay for and take 
away the cause of all the trouble—namely, sin. Think of the 
storm into which Christ would soon willingly go—the rag-
ing sea of God’s wrath on Calvary. Moreover, after His death 
and burial, He would arise from the “sleep” of death. Our text 
says, “And he arose” (v. 39), just as He arose from the grave.

Dear friend, are you in a storm now? Is Satan accusing 
you? Is the world buffeting you? Is your conscience a tempest? 
There is no calm like the calm Christ brings when He speaks 
peace to your storm-tossed soul. This Admiral will bring you 
safely into the harbor. People used to say it like this: He has 
not promised a calm journey, but He will give a safe arrival. 
He has invested everything in you and shed His blood for 
you. He will not leave you in the storm but will bring you 
safely to land. He cares for you. You will not perish.

Third, there is the lesson of the Christian’s posture. Christ 
was teaching the disciples what kind of posture they should 
have in difficult circumstances. It should be one of faith, 
not fear: “Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no 
faith?” (v. 40). Remember this if you are struggling with 

storms in your life: walk by faith, not by sight. Christ can 
silence the storms as no one else can. He can bring calm to 
your troubled heart. He can bring courage to those who are 
faint. He can silence the accusing conscience. He can give 
you this posture by His grace and Holy Spirit.

Finally, there is the lesson of the Christian’s praise. The 
Lord calls us to a posture of awe and reverence for Him, as we 
see in the disciples when they praised Him by saying, “What 
manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?” (v. 41). This was no normal man; this was the God-
man. Imagine if the Lord had never brought His disciples into 
the storm. They wouldn’t have been able to praise Him to the 
same degree. In a sense, heaven will be one long unending 
“What manner of man—what manner of God-man is this?”

Is Christ on board the ship of your life? If not, the dis-
ciples’ question to Christ could be put to you: Don’t you 
care that you are perishing? Do you have an Admiral to lead 
you? You yourself are a mere human being! The wind and 
the waves will not listen to you, especially not the waves of 
God’s just judgment over your sin. Cry out to this infinitely 
capable Admiral who has proven Himself under the billows 
of wrath. Say with the poet: “Jesus, Savior, pilot me / over 
life’s temptesuous sea. / Unknown waves before me roll / 
hiding rock and treacherous shoal. / Chart and compass 
come from Thee, / Jesus, Savior, pilot me.” Only He can 
silence the final storm of God’s wrath that is about to break 
out over sinners. Yet, through the power of His voice, you 
too can reach the other side, where all God’s true disciples 
will sing forever: “What manner of man is this!”

Questions
1. Unlike with Jonah, this storm met the disciples in the way of 

obedience. How can we know whether the storms God sends 
us in life are to chastise us or test us? 

2. Read Psalm 107:23–30. Find five parallels between these 
verses and our passage. What does this comparison prove to 
us about the Person of Christ?

3. Read Acts 12:5. What lessons had Peter learned that enabled 
him to be like his Master in the storm? 

4. What practical significance do you find in the little word 
“full” in verse 37? 

5. How can you help a child of God who is questioning the 
Lord’s care and concern, like the disciples in verse 38?

6. Why are God’s children not more frequently in the posture 
of adoring Christ as the disciples were in verse 41?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.



Good Comes throuGh AffliCtion
It is good for me that I have been afflicted.

  Psalm 119:71

A gracious soul secretly concludes, “As stars shine brightest 
in the night, so God will make my soul shine and glisten like 
gold while I am in this furnace, and when I come out of the 
furnace of aff liction.” “But he knoweth the way that I take: 
when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” ( Job 23:10).

Surely as the taste of honey opened Jonathan’s eyes, so 
this cross, this aff liction shall open my eyes. By this stroke, 
I shall come to have a clearer sight of my sins and of my self 
and a fuller sight of my God ( Job 33:27–28; 40:4–5; 13:1–7).

Surely this aff liction shall proceed in the purging away 
of my dross (Isa. 1:23).

Surely as plowing of the ground kills the weeds, and 
harrowing breaks hard clods, so these aff lictions shall kill 
my sins and soften my heart (Hos. 5:15; 6:1–3).

Surely as the plaster1 draws out the infectious core, so the 
aff lictions that are upon me shall draw out the core of pride, 
the core of self-love, the core of envy, the core of earthliness, 
the core of formality, the core of hypocrisy (Ps. 119:67, 71).

Surely by these aff lictions, the Lord will crucify my 
heart more and more to the world and the world to my heart 
(Gal. 6:14; Ps. 131:1–3).

Surely by these aff lictions, the Lord will keep pride from 
my soul ( Job 33:14–21).

Surely these aff lictions are but the Lord’s pruning-knives 
by which He will bleed my sins, prune my heart, and make it 
more fertile and fruitful. They are but the Lord’s potion by 
which He will clear me and rid me of those spiritual diseases 
and maladies that are most deadly and dangerous to my 
soul. Aff liction is such a healing potion as will carry away all 
soul-diseases better than all other remedies (Zech. 13:8–9).

Surely these aff lictions shall increase my spiritual com-
munion with God (Rom. 5:3–4).

Surely by these aff lictions, I shall be made to partake 
more of God’s holiness (Heb. 12:10). As black soap makes 
white clothes, so do sharp aff lictions make holy hearts.

Surely by these aff lictions, the Lord will draw out my 
heart more and more to seek Him. “In their aff lictions they 
will seek me early” (Hos. 5:15). In times of aff liction, Chris-
tians will industriously, speedily, early seek unto their Lord.

Surely by these trials and troubles, the Lord will fix my 
soul more than ever upon the great concernments of the 
eternal world ( John 14:1–3; Rom 8:17–18; 2 Cor. 4:16–18).

Surely by these aff lictions the Lord will work in me more 
tenderness and compassion towards those who are aff licted 
(Heb. 10:34; 13:3).

Surely, these aff lictions are but God’s love-tokens. “As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten” (Rev. 3:19). So says 
the holy Christian, “O my soul! Be quiet; be still. All is sent 
in love; all is a fruit of divine favor. I see honey upon the 
top of every twig; I see the rod is but a rosemary branch;2 
I have sugar with my gall,3 and wine with my wormwood;4 

therefore be silent, O my soul.”
Aff lictions abase the carnal attractions of the world out-

side us that might entice us. Aff liction abates the lustiness 
of the f lesh within us that might otherwise ensnare us.

Afflictions humble us and keep us low. Holy hearts will be 
humble under the afflicting hand of God. When God’s rod is 
upon their backs, their mouths shall be in the dust. A godly 
heart will lie lowest when the hand of God is lifted highest.

All this proves that aff liction is a mighty advantage to us. 
“It is good for me that I have been aff licted…” (Ps. 119:71).

For his anger endureth but a moment;  
in his favour is life: weeping may endure for  

a night, but joy cometh in the morning.
  Psalm 30:5

Their mourning shall last but until morning. God will turn 
their winter’s night into a summer’s day,
their sighing into singing,
their grief into gladness,
their mourning into music,
their bitter into sweet,
their wilderness into a paradise.

The life of a Christian is filled up with interchanges of
sickness and health,
weakness and strength,
want and wealth,
disgrace and honor,
crosses and comforts,
miseries and mercies,
joys and sorrows,
mirth and mourning.

All honey would harm us; all wormwood would undo us; 
a composition of both is the best way to keep our souls in a 
healthy constitution. It is best and most for the health of the 
soul that the warm south wind of mercy and the cold north wind 
of adversity do both blow upon it. And though every wind that 
blows shall blow good to the saints, yet certainly their sins 
die most and their graces thrive best when they are under the 
frigid, drying, nipping north wind of calamity, as well as under 
the warm, nourishing south wind of mercy and prosperity.

In the day of adversity, consider. . .
  EcclEsiastEs 7:14

Thomas Brooks ( 1608-1680)
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If you would be quiet and silent under your present troubles 
and trials, then dwell much upon the benefit, the profit, the 
advantage that has redounded5 to your souls by all your former 
troubles and afflictions. Oh! Consider how by former afflictions 
the Lord has revealed sin, prevented sin, and mortified sin.

Consider how the Lord by former aff lictions has revealed 
to you the impotency, the mutability,6 the insufficiency, and 
the vanity of the world and all worldly concerns.

Consider how the Lord by former aff lictions has melted 
your heart, broken your heart, humbled your heart, and 
prepared your heart for clearer, fuller, and sweeter enjoy-
ments of Him.

Consider what pity, what compassion, what affections, 
what tenderness, and what sweetness former aff lictions have 
wrought in you towards others in misery.

Consider what room former aff lictions have made in 
your soul for God, for His Word, for good counsel, and for 
divine comfort.

Consider how by former aff lictions the Lord has made 
you more [a] partaker of His Christ, His Spirit, His holi-
ness, His goodness, etc.

Consider how by former aff lictions the Lord has made 
you to look towards heaven more, to mind heaven more, to 
prize heaven more, and to long for heaven more, etc.

Now, who can seriously consider all the good that he has 
gotten by former aff lictions and not be silent under present 
aff lictions? Who can remember those choice, those great, 
and those precious profits that his soul has made of former 
aff lictions, and not reason himself into a holy silence under 
present aff lictions thusly, “O my soul! Has not God done 
you much good, great good, special good by former aff lic-
tions? Yes. O my soul! Has not God done that for you by for-
mer aff lictions, which you would not undo for ten thousand 
worlds? Yes. And is not God—O my soul—as powerful as 
ever, as faithful as ever, as gracious as ever, and as ready and 
willing as ever to do you good by present aff lictions as He 
has been to do you good by former aff lictions?

I was dumb, I opened not  
my mouth; because thou didst it.

  Psalm 39:9

In the words, you may observe three things: (1) The person 
speaking, and that is David. David a king, David a saint, 
David “a man after God’s own heart,” David a Christian. 
And here we are to look upon David, not as a king, but 
as a Christian, as a man whose heart was right with God.  
(2) The action and carriage of David under the hand of God 
in these words: “I was silent; I would not open my mouth.” 
(3) The reason of this humble and sweet carriage of his in 
these words, “Thou didst it,” or, in other words, “Thou art 
the One who has done this!”

The proposition is this: That it is the great duty and 
concern of gracious souls to be mute and silent under the 
greatest aff lictions, the saddest providences, and sharpest 
trials that they meet with in this world.

David’s silence is an acknowledgment of God as the 
author of all the aff lictions that come upon us. There is no 
sickness so little but God has a finger in it, though it be 
but the aching of the little finger. David looks through all 
secondary causes to the first cause and is silent. He sees a 
hand of God in all and so sits mute and quiet. The sight of 
God in an aff liction is of an irresistible efficacy to silence 
the heart and to stop the mouth of a godly man.

Men who do not see God in an aff liction are easily cast 
into a feverish fit. They will quickly be in a f lame; and when 
their passions are up and their hearts on fire, they will begin 
to be [disrespectful] and make no bones of telling God to 
His teeth that they do well to be angry. Those who will not 
acknowledge God to be the author of all their aff lictions 
will be ready enough to fall in with that mad principle of 
the Manichees,7 who maintained the devil to be the author 
of all calamities; as if there could be any evil or aff liction in 
the city and the Lord have no hand in it (Amos 3:6).

If God’s hand be not seen in the aff liction, the heart will 
do nothing but fret and rage under aff liction. Those who 
can see the ordering hand of God in all their aff lictions will 
with David lay their hands upon their mouths when the rod 
of God is upon their backs. They see that it was a Father 
who put those bitter cups in their hands; love that laid those 
heavy crosses upon their shoulders; grace that put those 
yokes around their necks; and this caused much quietness 
and calmness in their spirits.

When God’s people are under the rod, He makes by His 
Spirit and Word such sweet music in their souls [that it calms] 
all tumultuous motions,8 passions, and [disturbances].

1. plaster—a paste-like mixture applied to a part of the body for healing.
2. rosemary branch—rosemary is an evergreen shrub of the mint family and 

yields a fragrant essential oil. In literature and folklore, it is a symbol of remembrance 
and faithfulness. God’s rod is, then, a fragrant reminder of His faithfulness to us.

3. gall—something bitter to endure.
4. wormwood—a plant proverbial for its bitter taste; therefore, used for any-

thing bitter or grievous to the soul.
5. redounded—overflowed.
6. mutability—the tendency to frequent change; inconstancy.
7. Manichees (also Manichaeans)—disciples of Mani (A.D. 216–277), an 

Iranian philosopher who synthesized Persian, Christian, and Buddhist ideas to 
form Manichaeism. This Persian (Iranian) Gnostic religion was one of the major 
religions of the ancient world. Augustine was a Manichaean before his conversion 
to Jesus Christ. A special feature of the system was that Satan was represented as 
co-eternal with God.

8. tumultuous motions—chaotic, disorderly changes; commotions.

Thomas Brooks (1608–1680) was a well-known Puritan minister and prolific 
author. This article is drawn from “The Mute Christian under the Smarting Rod” 
in The Complete Works of Thomas Brooks, Vol. 1, reprinted by The Banner of Truth 
Trust. These selections are available in booklet form from CHAPEL LIBRARY.
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Dr. DaviD  
Murray

Ever heard of “compassion fatigue”? Neither had I, until very 
recently. But now that I know what it is, I know I have expe-
rienced it. You may have, too, especially if you’re involved in 
ministry or caregiving.

Compassion fatigue is a condition characterized by 
a gradual lessening of compassion over time. Common 
among caregivers, it was first diagnosed in nurses in the 
1950s. Sufferers can exhibit several symptoms, including 
hopelessness, a decrease in experiences of pleasure, constant 
stress and anxiety, and a pervasive negative attitude. Det-
rimental effects include decrease in productivity, inability 
to focus, and development of new feelings of incompetency 
and self-doubt.

mEdia saturation
Some argue that the media share a large part of the blame 
for the current prevalence of compassion fatigue “by satu-
rating newspapers and news shows with tragic stories and 
images of suffering, causing the public to become cynical, 
or become resistant to helping people who are suffering.” In 
extreme cases, it can lead to such a hardening of the heart 
that caregivers turn into abusers.

Contrary to what you might think, it’s the most sensi-
tive and sympathetic who are most likely to suffer from 
this. Charles R. Figley, co-author of Compassion Fatigue, 
says, “There is a cost to caring. Professionals who listen to 
clients’ stories of fear, pain, and suffering may feel similar 
fear, pain, and suffering because they care. Those who have 
enormous capacity for feeling and expressing empathy tend 
to be more at risk of compassion stress.”

And yes, there’s a website. At the Compassion Fatigue 
Awareness Project, you can even take a Compassion Fatigue 
Self-Test! Apart from education and raising self-awareness, 
the path to wellness includes the old faithfuls of exercise, eat-
ing healthy foods, drinking plenty of water, saying no, being 
proactive instead of reactive, cultivating friendships, etc.

christ’s comPassion
But I’d like to add another remedy, and that’s the consider-
ation and experience of Christ’s compassion. “He took our 
infirmities and bare our sicknesses” (Matt. 8:17). That does 
not mean that He suffered all the weaknesses and sicknesses 
that we endure. It does mean that He felt them as if He 
endured them. That’s what compassion is, isn’t it? It’s an 
ability to enter into another person’s life and to so imagine 
the agony of their suffering that we feel the pain ourselves.

Jesus was able to enter every painful situation—leprosy, 
blindness, deafness, bereavement—and feel it as if He was 
the leper, as if He was blind, deaf, or bereaved. In fact, with 
His perfect human sensitivity, He was able to feel the pain 
of these conditions even more excruciatingly than the actual 
sufferers themselves!

No one was surrounded by so many sick and sorrow-
ful people as Jesus; hundreds and thousands and tens of 
thousands were brought to Him for healing. Yet He never 
once suffered from compassion fatigue. Fatigue, yes; but not 
compassion fatigue.

He was so shattered at times that He needed to with-
draw and recharge His batteries. However, though tired 
out by compassion, He never tired of compassion. Though 
it exhausted Him, He never stopped extending it. If anyone 
ever felt the cost of caring, He did; yet He continued to pay 
the price even when the objects of His compassion returned 
the favor with cruel ingratitude.

Pastors, caregivers, and sympathetic souls, bring your 
compassion fatigue to the ever and always compassionate 
Christ. Envelop yourselves in His refreshing care, recharge 
your batteries by connecting to His tender love, and re-
sensitize your hearts with His kind grace.

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Practical 
christianity

Compassion Fatigue



Ever since I was a boy, I have loved fossils—collecting them, 
handling them, studying them. There is something magical 
about splitting open a rock on the beach to find a beautifully 
preserved ammonite inside.

Fossils are the remains or traces of animals and plants 
that lived in the past. They are preserved in rock layers that 
accumulated as sediments like sand or mud. Fossils have a 
story to tell—but what story?

Most scientists think that the fossil-bearing rock layers 
were deposited over a time span measuring hundreds of mil-
lions of years. But creationists think the fossil-bearing rock 
layers accumulated over a much shorter time period—the 
thousands of years of biblical history.

From this perspective, much of the fossil record was prob-
ably formed during the year-long global Flood in the days 
of Noah. In this article, we will consider various features of 
the fossil record consistent with the creationist explanation.

Fossils Galore
First, consider the abundance of fossils. There are many 
factors that promote the preservation of fossils, including 
the possession of hard parts (such as shell or bone), burial in 
fine-grained sediments (which helps to preserve detail), and 
a low oxygen environment (which inhibits decay). However, 
the most important factor is rapid burial.

The remains of most organisms will not be preserved 
unless they are buried quickly. In modern environments, 
sediments are typically laid down too slowly to preserve 
fossils, and yet many sedimentary rock layers are rich in 
fossils.1 The abundance of fossils in older sediments suggests 
that they must have been buried more quickly than typically 
happens today.

Many fossil organisms display clear evidence that they 
were buried alive or soon after death. An expedition to 
Mongolia in 1971 made an extraordinary find of two dino-
saurs, a Velociraptor and a Protoceratops, apparently fossil-
ized in the middle of a fight.2

The Santana Formation of Brazil contains fish whose 
gills and muscles are so perfectly preserved that geologists 
believe they were fossilized within five hours of death.3 
Many fossil trilobites are found rolled tightly into a ball, 
indicating that they were buried alive while trying to protect 
themselves.4 There are even female ichthyosaurs (extinct 
marine reptiles) fossilized while giving birth to young.5 In 
modern environments, even hard parts such as shells will 

eventually break down or dissolve in sea water, and fragile 
shells will break down more quickly than strong shells.

If the fossil record formed slowly, with individual rock 
layers taking hundreds or thousands of years to accumu-
late, we would expect fragile shell material to be relatively 
uncommon. Most of the shells in the fossil record should 
be thick and durable. Nevertheless, studies have shown that 
small, thin-shelled fossils are just as likely to be preserved 
in the fossil record as large, thick-shelled fossils.6 This is 
further evidence that the sediments in which they are buried 
were formed rapidly.

Drowned Dinosaurs
Fossil vertebrates—including dinosaurs—are often found 
in a peculiar pose, with mouth gaping, head thrown back 
and tail arched. Experts have long debated the causes for 
this strange posture.

Recent research suggests that it may have resulted from 
the death throes typical of asphyxiation (oxygen deprivation)7 
or the immersion of carcasses in water.8 The commonness 
of this posture in fossil vertebrates is consistent with these 
organisms being drowned and buried during the Flood.

Sometimes even soft tissues are preserved in the fossil 
record. In 2005, news headlines proclaimed the discovery 
of blood vessels and red blood cells in a Tyrannosaurus rex 
leg bone.9 This bone was estimated by conventional dating 
methods to be 68 million years old. Later, intact proteins 
were also identified.10

This find was so surprising that scientists were justi-
fiably skeptical. It is difficult to conceive of soft tissues 
and proteins surviving for tens of millions of years.11 Some 
argued that the “dinosaur” soft tissues were actually organic 
films produced by bacteria after fossilization.12

However, subsequent studies of an even older hadrosaur 
fossil (conventionally dated to 80 million years ago) con-
firmed the presence of soft tissues in dinosaur specimens, 
including proteins and cell types found only in vertebrates.13 
The presence of these soft tissues seems easier to explain if 
the fossils are only thousands of years old.

Trackways
Fossilised trackways are another important feature of the 
fossil record. Their very existence is suggestive of rapid 
burial, since it is difficult to conceive of another way that 
such ephemeral features could have been preserved.14

Fossils and the Flood

Contemporary Issues  Paul Garner
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But even more curious is the tendency for trackways 
of amphibians and reptiles to occur in sedimentary layers 
below the skeletal remains of the animals that made them.15 
For instance, the first trackways of tetrapods (four-footed 
vertebrates) are found in sediments conventionally thought 
to be 18 million years older than those containing the first 
tetrapod body fossils.16 In a similar manner, bird-like tracks 
have been described from sediments supposedly 100 million 
years older than those in which the first birds are found.17

This pattern seems to be best explained by the Flood 
model. As the sediments were building up, animals were 
initially able to move around (leaving footprints), only to 
succumb later (leaving their skeletal remains).

The fine layering characteristic of many fossil-bearing 
sediments also suggests rapid burial. The oceans teem with 
living creatures 
that  bu r row 
into sediments 
to build their 
homes or to 
feed. But this 
is an extremely 
effective way of 
destroying lay-
ering in sedi-
ments. Marine 
burrowers work 
so fast that it 
is diff icult to 
imagine a layer 
of sediment sur-
viving intact for 
more than a few 
centuries at the 
very outside.18

Yet  most 
sedimentary layers in the fossil record show little evidence 
of disruption—even though the fossil remains of burrowing 
animals may be present. This suggests that the layers built 
up too rapidly for the animals to burrow into them.

Catastrophe
Another important observation concerns the proportion of 
modern-day species represented in the fossil record. The 
conventional interpretation of the sedimentary rocks sug-
gests that they were laid down over hundreds of millions 
of years, which means that average sedimentation rates 
throughout this interval must have been very low.

All other things being equal, lower average rates of sedi-
mentation will preserve fewer fossils, so if the conventional 

view is right, the 250,000 fossil species so far documented 
ought to represent a very low percentage of all the species 
that have ever existed. On the other hand, if a significant 
proportion of the sedimentary rocks and their enclosed fos-
sils were deposited rapidly, as in the Flood theory, a much 
larger percentage of species should have been “captured” in 
the fossil record.

Observations suggesting that a very large percentage of 
modern species have a fossil record (see Table 1) are consis-
tent with the creationist claim that the sedimentary layers 
were deposited much more rapidly than the conventional 
interpretation suggests.

Another striking feature of the record is the widespread 
distribution of the fossil-bearing rock layers. Consider 
chalk—familiar to most people as the rock that makes 

up the famous 
White Cliffs of 
Dover, on the 
south coast of 
England.

Chalk is a 
type of lime-
stone made up 
of tiny “armor 
plates” from bil-
lions of ocean-
dwelling algae. 
T h e  c h a l k 
underlies much 
of England and 
Northern Ire-
land. Across the 
English Chan-
nel it can be 
found in France, 
Germany, Swe-

den, and Denmark. It can also be traced across Poland, Bul-
garia, Turkey, Egypt, Israel, and the former Soviet Union. 
Similar chalks occur even in Australia and North America.19

Another example is coal, which represents the accumu-
lation, compaction, and alteration of plant remains. Some 
individual coal seams can be traced over hundreds or even 
thousands of square miles. The Coal Measures as a whole 
extend from the United States, across Europe, and into the 
Donetz Basin north of the Caspian Sea.20

Comparisons with modern environments are wholly 
inadequate. There are no fossil deposits forming on this 
scale anywhere on the Earth today.
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Fossil Order
Finally, the order in which the fossils are found is mostly 
random with respect to evolution. Evolutionary biologists 
study the characteristics that organisms share and use this 
information to determine the order in which they think 
the groups diverged from one another. However, when the 
actual order of first appearance of the major fossil groups is 
compared with the order in which evolution predicts them 
to have appeared, there seems to be little correspondence.

Fossil expert Kurt Wise studied 144 test cases and found 
only five in which there was a significant agreement between 
the fossil order and the predicted evolutionary order.21 
Notably, in all five cases in which there was agreement the 
organisms were ordered such that the sea-dwellers appeared 
“lower” in the fossil sequence and the land-dwellers “higher” 
in the fossil sequence.

A global Flood which began in the ocean and then pro-
gressively overwhelmed the land would explain this “sea-
to-land” order.

Of course, there are features of the fossil record that 
continue to puzzle us, and opportunities for further research 
abound. But the evidence described here suggests that it is 
not unreasonable to think that a recent global Flood could 
have produced the fossil record.

Table 1
Most modern organisms have a fossil record, suggesting that 
the fossil record is much more complete than evolutionary 
scientists assume.

Percentage of modern bivalves and gastropods  
(Point Conception, California) with a fossil record:22

Bivalve families 90.6%
Bivalve genera 84.2%
Bivalve species 80.1%
Gastropod families 88.3%
Gastropod genera 81.8%
Gastropod species 75.6%

Percentage of terrestrial vertebrate  
taxa with a fossil record:23

Terrestrial vertebrate orders 97.7%
Terrestrial vertebrate families 79.1%
Terrestrial vertebrate families (excluding birds) 87.8%

1. A. A. Snelling, Earth’s catastrophic past: Geology, Creation and the Flood, 
Volume 2, Institute for Creation Research, Dallas, Texas, 2009, 537–75.

2. D. M. Unwin and two others, “Protoceratops and Velociraptor preserved 
in association: evidence for predatory behaviour in dromaeosaurid dinosaurs?” 
Journal of vertebrate paleontology, Vol. 15, Suppl. 3, 1995, 57A.

3. D. M. Martill, “The Medusa effect: instantaneous fossilization,” Geology 
today, Vol. 5, 1989, 201–205.

4. E. N. K. Clarkson, Invertebrate palaeontology and evolution, Second Edi-
tion, Allen and Unwin, London, 1986, 315–17.

5. R. Wild, “Holzmaden,” in: D. E. G. Briggs and P. R. Crowther (edi-
tors), Paleobiology: A synthesis, Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford, 
1990, 282–85.

6. A. K. Behrensmeyer and eight others, “Are the most durable shelly 
taxa also the most common in the marine fossil record?” Paleobiology, Vol. 31, 
2005, 607–23.

7. C. M. Faux and K. Padian, “The opisthotonic posture of vertebrate 
skeletons: post-mortem contraction or death throes?” Paleobiology, Vol. 33, 
2007, 201–26.

8. A. Cutler, and three others, “The opisthotonic death pose as a function 
of muscle tone and aqueous immersion,” Journal of vertebrate paleontology, Society 
for Vertebrate Paleontology program and abstracts book, 2011, 95.

9. M. H. Schweitzer and three others, “Soft-tissue vessels and cellular pres-
ervation in Tyrannosaurus rex,” Science, Vol. 307, 2005, 1952–55.

10. M. H. Schweitzer and six others, “Analyses of soft tissue from Tyran-
nosaurus rex suggest the presence of protein,” Science, Vol. 316, 2007, 277–80.

11. C. Nielsen-Marsh, “Biomolecules in fossil remains: a multidisciplinary 
approach to endurance,” The biochemist, June 2002, 12–14.

12. T. G. Kaye and two others, “Dinosaurian soft tissues interpreted 
as bacterial biofilms,” PLoS One, Vol. 3, 2008, e2808. doi:10.1371/journal.
pone.0002808.

13. M. H. Schweitzer and fifteen others, “Biomolecular characterization 
and protein sequences of the Campanian hadrosaur B. Canadensis,” Science, Vol. 
324, 2009, 626–31.

14. N. A. Rupke, “Prolegomena to a study of cataclysmal sedimentation” in: 
W. E. Lammerts (editor), Why not Creation? Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, 1970, 141–79.

15. L. Brand and J. Florence, “Stratigraphc distribution of vertebrate fossil 
footprints compared with body fossils,” Origins (Geoscience Research Institute), 
Vol. 9, 1982, 67–74.

16. G. Niedzwiedzki and four others, “Tetrapod trackways from the early 
Middle Devonian period of Poland,” Nature, Vol. 463, 2010, 43–48.

17. R. N. Melchor and two others, “Bird-like fossil footprints from the 
lateTriassic,” Nature, Vol. 417, 2002, 936–38.

18. M. K. Gingras and three others, “How fast do marine invertebrates bur-
row?” Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, Vol. 270, 2008, 280–86.

19. Derek V. Ager, The nature of the stratigraphical record, Second Edition, 
Macmillan, 1981, 1–2.

20. Ager, The nature of the stratigraphical record, 7.
21. Kurt P. Wise, First appearance of higher taxa: a preliminary study of order 

in the fossil record, unpublished manuscript.
22. J. W. Valentine, “How good was the fossil record? Clues from the Cali-

fornia Pleistocene,” Paleobiology, Vol. 15, 1989, 83–94.
23. A. S. Romer, Vertebrate palaeontology, Third Edition, University of Chi-

cago Press, Chicago, 1966, 347–96.

Mr. Paul Garner has a BSc in geology and biology and is a Fellow of the Geo-
logical Society of London. He works full-time as a speaker and researcher with 
Biblical Creation Ministries. He is also a Committee Member of the Biblical 
Creation Society, co-editor of the BCS journal, Origins, and is on the Board of 
Genesis Agendum. This article is reprinted from The Evangelical Times.

JULY/AUGUST 2012 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 157



Paul uses some important theological arguments when he 
exhorts the women in the congregation of Corinth to cover 
their heads and men not to cover their heads during public 
worship. As the majority of Bible commentators from the 
past and some from the present explain, the wearing of an 
appropriate head-covering by women during public worship 
is not optional. Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 11:1–16 that 
this is divinely mandated, and that failure to do so is an act 
of disobedience toward God’s revealed will.

Some state, however, that Paul teaches in verse 15 that the 
woman’s hair is her covering, and that therefore no physical 
covering is required.   Others claim that Paul says in verse 16 
that the wearing of a physical head-covering is only a custom, 
and that we have no such custom in the church of God.

These interpretations are seriously f lawed for the fol-
lowing reasons:

• First, such an interpretation of verses 15 and 16 ignores 
what Paul has written in verses 1–14. To hold to such 
a view would create the impression that Paul has been 
arguing about something that does not really matter 
and that in verses 15 and 16 he apologizes for any con-
fusion he may have created. Such an argument would 
mean that 1 Corinthians 11:1–13 has little or nothing to 
say to the New Testament church today. This obviously 
cannot be the case! Paul, who so brilliantly lays out his 
points, being inspired by God, in all of his letters, is 
not suddenly theologically inept here by contradicting 
in verses 15 and 16 what he has convincingly stated in 
verses 3–13. He makes clear in verse 2 that he wants 
the Corinthian church to keep the apostolic ordinances 
he has delivered to them, and then proceeds in verses 
3–13 to explain that the wearing of the head-covering 
by women (and not wearing a head-covering by men) 
is one of these ordinances. In other words, verses 15 
and 16 can only be properly understood by taking into 
account that which has been stated in verses 3–14. To 
explain verses 15 and 16 divorced from the context in 
which they are found is to take Scripture out of context. 

• Second, if one believes that a woman’s hair is her cov-
ering, and if one would consistently apply that inter-
pretation to verses 3–7, 13, it would render these verses 
ludicrous. What happens if we substitute “hair” for the 

verb “to cover” or the noun “covering”? The passage 
would then read as follows:

But I would have you know, that the head of 
every man is Christ; and the head of the woman 
is the man; and the head of Christ is God. Every 
man praying or prophesying, having hair on his 
head, dishonoureth his head. But every woman 
that prayeth or prophesieth without hair on her 
head dishonoureth her head: for that is even all 
one as if she were shaven. For if the woman 
have no hair on her head, let her also be shorn: 
but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn 
or shaven, let her have hair on her head. For a 
man indeed ought not to have hair on his head, 
forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: 
but the woman is the glory of the man…. Judge 
in yourselves: is it comely that a woman prays 
unto God without hair on her head? 

Thus the insistence that hair is equivalent to head-
covering would render what Paul is saying in these 
verses nonsensical. This leads to one conclusion: 
Paul, as the divinely inspired writer of 1 Corinthians 
11:15–16, cannot negate or contradict what he has 
argued compellingly in verses 3–13.

Also, if 1 Corinthians 11 simply meant that women 
should have long hair and men short, there would be 
no need to specify that this should be when they meet 
for public worship (to pray and prophesy) as this com-
mand would apply to all times and places, not just to 
church worship services.

Therefore, before we address what Paul is saying in 
verses 15 and 16, we must address what he is teaching in 
verses 3–13. To examine this passage in its proper context, 
we need to understand the following:

• First, in the larger context of 1 Corinthians 11, Paul is 
dealing with issues that pertain to public worship. Spe-
cifically he is addressing two problems that had sur-
faced in the public worship of the Corinthian church: 

1. Insubordination of women to divine (male) 
authority in public worship (that is, when the 
congregation is engaged in public prayer and 
public teaching); and
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2. Abuse of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

• Second, Paul deals with the female insubordina-
tion problem by addressing a sin that reinforced this 
insubordination, namely, the failure of the Corinthian 
women to wear a head-covering in public worship—
the visible symbol of submission to divine authority in 
public worship. Paul recognizes that addressing the 
head-covering issue will assist  in resolving this insub-
ordination, for the wearing of the head-covering will 
be a visible and physical reminder to the women of 
their divinely appointed place in public worship. He 
addresses this issue also in 1 Corinthians 14:35–36, 
when he writes: “Let your women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, as 
also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let 
them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church.”

• Third, when Paul uses the words “cover” or “cover-
ing,” he uses a Greek word that means “veil”—a word 
that refers to a cloth covering. It is noteworthy that in 
verse 15 he uses a different Greek word for the word 
“covering,” referring to a much more generic type of 
covering. He does this because he is talking about two 
different kinds of covering. In other words, when he 
talks about the hair being a covering in verse 15, he is 
talking about something very different from the veil 
or cloth covering he is referring to in verses 3–13.

Let us now consider the theological arguments Paul 
uses to convince the Corinthian women that by refusing to 
wear a head-covering in public worship they are disobedient 
to God’s revealed will for public worship. Paul, consistent 
with his position and skill as the master theologian of the 
New Testament church, advances three weighty theological 
reasons why women must have their heads covered during 
public worship. Here they are:

Argument #1: The wearing of the female head-covering in 
public worship visibly reinforces God’s authority structure 
in the community of the church—a community that recog-
nizes and submits to divine authority. Paul teaches us here 
that there is a divine hierarchy that must be observed. That 
hierarchy is as follows: God is the head of Christ, Christ is 
the head of the man, and the man is the head of the woman. 
Or to put it this way, the divine order is God, Christ, the 
man, and then the woman.

Paul tells us in verses 3 & 4 that if a man engages in 
public worship with his physical head covered (his hair is not 
the issue), he dishonors his spiritual head, Christ. In a sinful 
way he would be challenging God’s established hierarchy. 

However, to emphasize that the woman’s place in this 
divine authority structure is not the same, but that her place 
is one of subordination to the man, she must cover her head 
in public worship, for by not doing so she would place herself 

on the same level as the man, and thereby would challenge 
and defy God’s hierarchy. Thus Paul is teaching that it is 
God’s revealed will that the woman’s head be covered in pub-
lic worship as a visible reinforcement of His, the Creator’s, 
established hierarchy. It was the failure of the Corinthian 
women to understand this divine hierarchy that led them to 
engage in what only men may do in public worship: engage in 
public teaching and prayer. To counter this serious problem, 
Paul goes to great length in explaining why the head-cover-
ing must be worn, for he viewed it as the divinely appointed 
antidote for such disobedience to God’s revealed will.

Paul reinforces this argument in verse 7 when he empha-
sizes that the man’s head may not be covered since he is “the 
image and glory of God”; that is, he is the divinely appointed 
representative and bearer of authority in the church. Since 
the woman is the glory of the man, that glory must be veiled, 
so that only God’s glory be visible in His house. Since that 
glory is symbolized by her long hair (v. 15), this glory must 
be veiled or covered in public worship. In public worship 
only God’s glory (ref lected in the man) must be visible, and 
man’s glory (ref lected in the woman) must be veiled. 

Therefore, when a woman engages in public worship 
with her head uncovered, it is a symbolical statement that 
she views herself as being on par with the man in terms of 
God’s hierarchy. Paul teaches us here, as he does elsewhere 
in the New Testament, that such equality is contrary to 
God’s created order.

As we read these verses, let us keep in mind that it is the 
Holy Spirit who moved Paul to address this issue in detail. 
He (the Spirit) did so in anticipation of the resistance there 
would be to this divine hierarchy in the New Testament 
Church—including the church today. 

Argument #2: Recognizing 
that his argument would 
meet with resistance, Paul 
advances another argu-
ment that is rooted in cre-
ation itself. In theology an 
argument that is rooted 
in God’s original creation 
order is always one of the 
most powerful arguments 
that can be made, for it rec-
ognizes that in redemption 
God restores and enhances 
His original created order.

To reinforce that in God’s created order and hierarchy 
the role of the woman is subordinate to that of the man, Paul 
stresses the following:

• The woman was made from the man; not vice versa (v. 8).
• The woman was created for the man; not vice versa (v. 9).

The wearing of 
the female head-
covering in 
public worship 
visibly reinforces 
God’s authority 
structure in the 
community of 
the church.
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Paul is emphasizing that the woman’s position in God’s 
order of things, also in the church, is rooted in the order 
in which God created the man and the woman—and in 
His purpose in creating them in this order. God created 
the woman to be the man’s helpmeet (i.e., a help suitable 
for him) and his “completer.” Therefore to allow women to 
have a position of equality in public worship is contrary to 
God’s creation ordinance. This challenge to God’s order 
cannot be permitted in the public activity of the church, 
for it defies God’s revealed will. Also in 1 Timothy 2:11–14 
Paul uses the creation argument to establish this position 
when he writes, “Let the woman learn in silence with all 
subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was 
first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the 
woman being deceived was in the transgression.”

This is what Paul is also teaching in 1 Corinthians 11:8–9. 
Here he presents the theological argument as to why women 
must cover their heads in public worship, and why men may 
not. The observance of this divine precept becomes all the 
more important in a culture that rebels at all levels of society 
against God’s created order and authority structure.

Lest there be men, however, who would abuse their God-
given position of headship, Paul hastens to add in verses 
11–12 that in their status before God, men and women are 
equal and are fully dependent upon each other. And yet 
they are not equal in the roles which God has assigned to 
each of the sexes. In God’s order the woman’s role is one of 
subordination rather than leadership, and to challenge that 
order is an abomination to God. In recognition of that, Paul 
therefore spends a great deal of time explaining why women 
must have their heads covered in public worship.

Argument #3: As Paul presents his argument from creation, 
he inserts another supporting thought. In verse 10 he says, 
“For this cause [that is, the woman being created for the 
man] ought the woman to have power on her head because 
of the angels.” The Greek word translated here as “power” 
is the word frequently translated as “authority.” We find this 
word in the well-known words of Christ when He says to 
His disciples, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth” (Matt. 28:18). With equal justification this could be 
translated as “All authority is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth.” The connection is obvious: authority is inextrica-
bly linked to power. One who has authority over others can 
exercise power over them.

What Paul is therefore telling us in verse 10 is that in 
order to reinforce God’s creation order, the woman must 
have authority on her head, thereby confirming what we have 
already concluded: the head-covering is a symbol of divinely 
instituted authority. It is by wearing the head-covering that 
the godly woman confesses her willing submission to this 
divine authority, and that she knows her proper place in 
God’s hierarchy. Therefore, the wearing of the head-covering 

in public worship is a public statement by the church, as well 
as by the woman who wears it, that they willingly submit to 
God’s authority structure. 

Why does Paul mention the angels in this connection? In 
the context of verses 8–12, he does so to reinforce his logical 
and theological argument. First, the angels themselves are 
the perfect example of willing submission to divine author-
ity. They know and honor their proper place in God’s order, 
being ministering spirits who are ever ready to do God’s bid-
ding. We read of this in Psalm 103:21: “Bless ye the LORD, 
all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.” 
That is why Christ teaches us in the Lord’s Prayer that we 
should pray that God’s will may “be done in earth as it is in 
heaven.” In other words, we should be as ready to do God’s 
will as the angels are ready to do God’s will in heaven. So 
the angels are set before us here as the ultimate example of 
unquestioned and unconditional submission to God’s will. 
Consider also the sin of the angels that fell; they were not 
content with their God-appointed position.

Second, Calvin argues that the angels are always present 
when God’s church worships. They are the unseen guests. 
Since they are the ultimate example of whole-hearted sub-
mission to God’s authority, they are most pleased when the 
church in her public worship displays her submission to 
this authority—a submission that is also visibly displayed 
by women veiling their heads in public worship (cf. Calvin’s 
comments on 1 Cor. 11:10).

Having supported his teaching that it is God’s revealed will 
that women cover (or veil) their heads in public worship by 
way of three theological arguments, Paul then asks, “Judge 
in yourselves: is it comely [i.e., proper] that a woman pray 
unto God uncovered?” (He is obviously not talking about 
women praying without hair.) In light of his arguments, 
there is only one logical answer: It is not proper for women 
to pray in public without their heads being covered.

It is only at this point, after Paul has rested his case, that 
he refers to the woman’s hair. After having made his point 
theologically, he now uses an argument from nature for any 
who might still not be persuaded. Paul is saying in verse 15 
that not only is there a theological difference between men 
and women, but there is even a visible difference—a differ-
ence reinforced by the length of hair. It is the long hair of 
the woman that sets her apart from the man, and Paul here 
argues that this natural difference simply underscores that 
there is a well-defined theological difference. It is as though 
Paul is saying, “If God has given the woman a natural cover-
ing (not the word ‘veil’ or ‘cloth covering’ of vv. 3–7), then I 
should not have to argue about the fact that in public wor-
ship God requires a physical covering whereby her glory is 
veiled.” Therefore, verse 15 is really Paul’s fourth argument 
in support of the divine mandate that women cover their 
heads in public worship.
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Only now will we be able to understand what Paul means 
in verse 16. He is saying, “If any man, after all the solid 
arguments I have advanced, still wants to argue (be conten-
tious) about something that is God’s revealed will, we (the 
churches) have no such custom; that is, we do not debate 
endlessly about something that is taught in Scripture. In the 
churches, God’s truth is not up for debate.” In other words, 
Paul is saying, “If anyone still wants to argue about this, I 
will not be a party in this debate. I have made my point, and 
I now move on to the next issue.”

Elsewhere Paul also warns against such a contentious spirit 
toward biblical teaching, when he writes, “If any man teach 
otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 
according to godliness; he is proud, knowing nothing, but dot-
ing about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, 
strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men 
of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth” (1 Tim. 6:3–5).

And so it is with apostolic (and thus divine) authority 
that Paul teaches that one of the ways in which godly women 
display their godliness is by willingly covering their heads 
in public worship. Failure to do so is disobedience, and 
therefore dishonoring to God and grieving to His Spirit.

It is for this reason that there are a growing number of 
churches in evangelical North America that have reinstated 
the biblical practice of women wearing a head-covering in 
public worship. These churches have come to believe that 
Paul’s use of theological arguments in support of this posi-
tion makes it clear that women wearing a head-covering in 
public worship is a divine ordinance taught in God’s Word 
and not a result of legalism or tradition.

There are a number of Reformed denominations in North 
America and the Netherlands who now endorse women in 
church offices. The disturbing fact is that it appears that in 
some cases the pathway toward this unscriptural position 
began with the rejection of the teaching of 1 Corinthians 
11:1–16 regarding the divinely mandated use of the woman’s 
head-covering in public worship. Once the symbol of the 
head-covering was rejected (along with all of its theological 
implications), a first step was taken that could ultimately 
lead toward teaching that women should also be permitted 
to hold positions of authority in the church as office-bearers.

This down-hill trajectory underscores the fact that the 
head-covering issue is more important than some deem it 
to be. A careful study of 1 Corinthians 11:1–16 teaches that 
God’s precept regarding head-coverings is binding for the 
New Testament church until Christ returns. Therefore a 
disregard for this divine precept governing public worship 
can produce will-worship—a worship of God according to 
our notions rather than the teaching of His Word. 

And thus also regarding this issue we are to remember 
that we are forbidden to add to or subtract from Scripture 
(Rev. 22:18–19), for in doing so we will make the Word of 
God of none effect. 

In conclusion, what is at stake here with this head-cov-
ering issue is the teaching of God’s Word in 1 Corinthians 
11:1-16 regarding God’s revealed will for public worship. 
To deny that Scripture here requires that women wear a 
head-covering in public worship and men do not, has serious 
implications; it would mean that:

1. 1 Corinthians 11:1–16 is such an ambiguous passage of 
Scripture that it cannot be determined with certainty 
what the Holy Spirit is teaching here. 

2. Paul in this passage writes as an inept theologian, 
who uses various important theological arguments, 
and then basically tells us to ignore what he just said.

3. We cannot know with certainty which portions of 
Paul’s writings are applicable for the church today. If 
1 Corinthians 11:1–16 is only applicable to the Corin-
thian setting, then it can also be argued that other 
portions of Paul’s writing are only applicable to the 
circumstances of his day. 

Given the fact, however, 
that Paul expresses himself 
in a clear and logical fash-
ion (as he does in all of his 
epistles), devotes one half 
of a chapter to this subject, 
and supports his argument 
with fundamental bibli-
cal principles, the only 
sound conclusion is that 
Paul ’s explicit insistence 
that women wear a head-
covering in public worship 
is because in God’s wisdom the head-covering represents 
biblical truths that are of fundamental importance.

It also needs to be understood that Paul’s instruction was 
not merely intended for  the Corinthian church. The open-
ing words of this epistle make clear that Paul’s instruction 
was intended for the entire New Testament church: “Unto 
the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in 
every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord ” (1 Cor. 
1:2—emphasis mine).

We conclude therefore that it is important to take a stand 
on the head-covering issue. We need to do so in order to 
defend the integrity of God’s Word and of Paul’s writings, 
and as a component of public worship that visibly reinforces 
God’s authority structure and created order in His church.

May God give us the wisdom both to understand every 
part of His inspired Word correctly and the courage and 
steadfastness to submit to it—also 1 Corinthians 11:1–16.

Rev. Bartel Elshout is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of Chilliwack, 
British Columbia.
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Joel Beeke has written a helpful article titled, “Why You 
Should Read the Puritans.” In it, Beeke introduces the 
reader to Puritanism, suggests reasons the Puritans should 
be read, and makes many suggestions as to where a person 
should begin in their Puritan reading journey.

In this article, we’re taking excerpts from Joel Beeke’s 
article and summarizing his nine reasons why it will help 
you spiritually to read Puritan literature today:

1 PURITAN WRITINGS HELP  
SHAPE LIFE BY SCRIPTURE.

The Puritans loved, lived, and breathed Holy 
Scripture. They relished the power of the 
Spirit that accompanied the Word. Their 
books are all Word-centered; more than 90 
percent of their writings are repackaged ser-
mons that are rich with scriptural exposition. 
The Puritan writers truly believed in the suf-
ficiency of Scripture for life and godliness.

Do you want to read books that put you 
into the Scriptures and keep you there, shap-
ing your life by sola Scriptura? Read the 
Puritans. Read the Soli Deo Gloria Puri-
tan Pulpit Series. As you read, enhance your 
understanding by looking up and studying all 
the referenced Scriptures.

2 PURITAN WRITINGS SHOW  
HOW TO INTEGRATE BIBLICAL  
DOCTRINE INTO DAILY LIFE.

For books that beautifully balance objective 
truth and subjective experience in Christian-
ity; books that combine, as J. I. Packer puts 
it, “clear-headed passion and warm-hearted 
compassion” (Ryken, Worldly Saints, x); books 
that inform your mind, confront your con-
science, and engage your heart, read the Puri-
tans. Read Vincent Alsop’s Practical Godliness.

3 PURITAN WRITINGS SHOW  
HOW TO EXALT CHRIST AND  
SEE HIS BEAUTY.

The Puritan Thomas Adams wrote: “Christ 
is the sum of the whole Bible, prophesied, 

typified, prefigured, exhibited, demonstrated, to be found 
in every leaf, almost in every line, the Scriptures being but 
as it were the swaddling bands of the child Jesus.”

If you would know Christ better and love Him more 
fully, immerse yourself in Puritan literature. Read Robert 
Asty’s Rejoicing in the Lord Jesus.
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9 REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD Read the Puritans



4 PURITAN WRITINGS REVEAL THE  
TRINITARIAN CHARACTER OF THEOLOGY.

The Puritans were driven by a deep sense of the infinite 
glory of a Triune God. When they answered the first ques-
tion of the Shorter Catechism that man’s chief end was to 
glorify God, they meant the Triune God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.

If you want to appreciate each Person of the Trinity, so 
that you can say with Samuel Rutherford, “I don’t know 
which Person of the Trinity I love the most, but this I know, 
I love each of them, and I need them all,” read John Owen’s 
Communion with God and Jonathan Edwards on the Trinity.

5 PURITAN WRITINGS SHOW YOU  
HOW TO HANDLE TRIALS.

Puritanism grew out of a great struggle between the truth 
of God’s Word and its enemies. Reformed Christianity 
was under attack in Great Britain, much like Reformed 
Christianity is under attack today. The Puritans were good 
soldiers in the conf lict, enduring great hardships and suf-
fering much. Their lives and their writings stand ready to 
arm us for our battles, and to encourage us in our suffering. 
The Puritans teach us how we need aff liction to humble us 
(Deut. 8:2), to teach us what sin is (Zeph. 1:12), and how 
that brings us to God (Hos. 5:15).

If you would learn how to handle your trials in a truly 
Christ-exalting way, read Thomas Boston’s The Crook in 
the Lot: The Sovereignty and Wisdom of God Displayed in the 
Afflictions of Men.

6 PURITAN WRITINGS EXPLAIN  
TRUE SPIRITUALITY.

The Puritans stress the spirituality of the law, spiritual 
warfare against indwelling sin, the childlike fear of God, 
the wonder of grace, the art of meditation, the dreadfulness 
of hell, and the glories of heaven.

If you want to live deep as a Christian, read Oliver Hey-
wood’s Heart Treasure. Read the Puritans devotionally, and 
then pray to be like them. Ask questions such as: Am I, 
like the Puritans, thirsting to glorify the Triune God? Am 
I motivated by biblical truth and biblical fire? Do I share 
their view of the vital necessity of conversion and of being 
clothed with the righteousness of Christ? Do I follow them 
as far as they followed Christ?

7 PURITAN WRITINGS SHOW HOW  
TO LIVE BY WHOLISTIC FAITH.

The Puritans apply every subject they write about to practi-
cal “uses”—as they term it. These “uses” will propel you into 
passionate, effective action for Christ’s kingdom. Their own 
daily lives integrated Christian truth with covenant vision; 
they knew no dichotomy between the sacred and the secular. 
Their writings can assist you immeasurably in living a life 
that centers on God in every area, appreciating His gifts, 
and declaring everything “holiness to the Lord.”

If you would grow in practical Christianity and vital 
piety, read the compilation of The Puritans on Prayer, Rich-
ard Steele’s The Character of an Upright Man, George Ham-
ond’s Case for Family Worship, Cotton Mather’s Help for 
Distressed Parents, and Arthur Hildersham’s Dealing with 
Sin in Our Children.

8 PURITAN WRITINGS TEACH THE IMPOR-
TANCE AND PRIMACY OF PREACHING.

To the Puritans, preaching was the high point of public wor-
ship. Preaching must be expository and didactic, they said; 
evangelistic and convicting, experiential and applicatory, 
powerful and “plain” in its presentation, ever respecting the 
sovereignty of the Holy Spirit.

If you would help evangelicals recover the pulpit and a 
high view of the ministry in our day, read Puritan sermons. 
Read William Perkins’s The Art of Prophesying and Richard 
Baxter’s The Reformed Pastor.

9 PURITAN WRITINGS SHOW HOW  
TO LIVE IN TWO WORLDS.

The Puritans said we should have heaven “in our eye” 
throughout our earthly pilgrimage. They took seriously the 
New Testament passages that say we must keep the “hope of 
glory” before our minds to guide and shape our lives here on 
earth. They viewed this life as “the gymnasium and dressing 
room where we are prepared for heaven,” teaching us that 
preparation for death is the first step in learning to truly live 
(Packer, Quest for Holiness, 13).

If you would live in this world in light of the better world 
to come, read the Puritans. Read Richard Baxter’s The Saints’ 
Everlasting Rest and Richard Alleine’s Heaven Opened.

Nathan W. Bingham is a technology and social media enthusiast, seminary gradu-
ate, and Christian blogger, who serves as Internet Outreach Manager for Ligonier 
Ministries. Adapted from Joel Beeke’s article, Why You Should Read the Puritans.
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Feasting with Christ:  
Meditations on the Lord’s Supper
Compiled and edited by Joel Beeke and Paul Smalley
The Lord’s Supper is more than a ritual. It is an invi-
tation to exercise our faith in Christ crucified for our 
sins. Behind the simplicity of the bread and the cup 
we discover the riches of the gospel. Sadly, Christians 
too often rush into this sacred act with little reflection. 
But spiritual writers of former centuries left us a rich 

devotional legacy that unveils the glory of Christ in the Supper. In this 
book, over sixty short devotional readings and prayers from over forty 
authors carry the reader from preparation to celebration to reflection. 
You might jump in to sample a few selections by people like Richard 
Sibbes, John Flavel, or Wilhelmus à Brakel, or read it straight through 
in the weeks before and after partaking. By the time you reach the end, 
you will discover that this book isn’t just about the Lord’s Supper. It’s 
about drawing near to a covenant God through Jesus Christ.

(EP Books, PB, 176) $10.99/$7.00

What is Evangelicalism? — Joel R. Beeke
“This is a clarion call to Evangelicals to consider their 
ways. Joel Beeke writes against a widespread Evangeli-
cal identity crisis. Confusion over the meaning of the 
term is causing some to give up identifying themselves 
as Evangelicals, while others insist that any attempt 
to delineate the boundaries of Evangelicalism should 
be abandoned. Dr. Beeke accepts as Evangelical those 
brothers who accept the authority of Scripture, trust 

only in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, and believe that the historic 
reality of Christ’s atoning death and resurrection provide the only hope 
of salvation. Danger arises when there is no real understanding of such 
doctrines. He urges definition of the great truths of the gospel and insists 
that a heartfelt knowledge is vital to the health of biblical Christianity. 
To achieve this he pleads that those who profess the name of Evangelical 
return to their historical roots; by doing this they will not only enrich 
themselves and their churches, but they will promote a true evangelical 
unity. This earnest appeal is warmly recommended.”    — Robert Oliver

(EP Books, PB, 78 pages) $7.99/$5.00

Other New BOOks »

Book Talk

4
4
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Deuteronomy
(352 pages, HB) $15.00/$11.00

Journible through Philippians
(40 pages, PB) $4.00/$3.00

Each book is organized so that 
you can write out your very own 
copy of Scripture. You will be 
writing the Bible text only on 
the right hand page of the book. 
This should make for easier writing and also allows 

ample space on the left page to write your own notes and comments. 
From time to time a question or word will be lightly printed on the 
left page; these questions are to aid in further study, but should not 
interfere with your own notes and comments.

“There is an old proverb that says ‘Thoughts disentangle themselves 
when passing over the lips and through the finger tips.’ The 17:18 
Series which encourages us to actually write out the words of Scripture 
will be a tremendous tool in putting that proverb into action in our 
daily lives. I am happy to commend this project.”

— Jerry Bridges, author of The Pursuit of Holiness

“An Honest, Well Experienced Heart”:  
The Piety of John Flavel
Edited and introduced by Adam Embry
“An Honest, Well Experienced Heart” introduces 
us to the life and writings of Puritan preacher 
and author John Flavel (1627–1691). In his 
brief, introductory biography, Adam Embry dis-
cusses Flavel’s background, ministry, and theol-
ogy of keeping the heart, which, for Flavel, “is 
the great business of a Christian’s life.” Centuries 
ago, Flavel wrote, “Above all other studies in the 

world, study your own hearts.” Embry guides us through forty-two 
short passages from Flavel’s writings that acquaint us with this dedi-
cated Puritan minister’s piety and help us see the importance of this 
great business of keeping and managing our hearts.

 (176 pages, PB) $10.00/$7.50

Keeping the Heart — John Flavel
Proverbs 4:23 says to “keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” Our 
hearts are like fortresses under attack, and we 
must guard them accordingly. Most people will 
diligently guard their fortunes and homes, which 
are of temporal value, but they are very careless 
about guarding that which is of eternal value—
their very souls!

In this work, originally titled A Saint Indeed, 
John Flavel (1627–1691) looks at what it means to 

keep the heart, how to keep the heart, and why keeping the heart is 
the greatest business of every person. This edition includes a helpful 
introduction, detailed outline, and study guide written by Maureen 
Bradley, making Keeping the Heart an excellent book for study groups.

(216 pages, HB) $20.00/$15.00
By Good and Necessary Consequence
Ryan M. McGraw
“The Westminster Confession says that the ‘whole 
counsel of God…is either expressly set down in 
Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may 
be deduced from Scripture’ (1.5, emphasis added). 
McGraw begins this work by noting the bibli-
cal foundation of the principle, especially evident 
in the words of the Lord Jesus Christ. He then 
examines the usage within the contemporaries of 
the authors of the Westminster Standards, and in 

another section also deals with the most significant objections to this 
principle. He treats the need for ‘necessary consequence’ in four major 
areas of theology, and concludes his book with certain practical applica-
tions that affect the Christian life and church. This excellent book helps 
its readers to understand the significance of the assertion not only for 
the Confession but also for Scripture study in general, and is worth-
while for any one of the sections but especially for the grounding of 
the principle in the Lord Jesus Christ and the writers of the Scripture.”

— George W. Knight III, Adjunct Professor of New Testament,  
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

(104 pages, PB) $10.00/$7.50

New rhB BOOks »



Jay T. Collier & Joel R. Beeke

Test, Train, Affirm, & Send into Ministry
Brian Croft
This book seeks to equip and call local churches to 
their biblical responsibility in the external call—that 
is, affirming a person who possesses the gifts and godly 
character suitable for Christian ministry. The author 
provides biblical, theological, and practical answers to 
many questions, including these: Who is responsible? 
Who receives this call? Who gives this call, and how 

does a local church proceed to give it?
(Day One, PB, 106 pgs) $10.00/$7.50

The Lord of Glory — Jim Cromarty
In earlier generations, Christian families gathered 
daily for family worship, a practice since fallen into 
neglect along with God’s Word. With this volume, 
the author provides parents a tool to help recover day-
to-day devotions with their children—a year’s worth 
of two-page meditations and discussion points on the 
person and life of the Savior.

(EP Books, PB, 767 pgs) $30.00/$22.50

Finishing Well to the Glory of God
John Dunlop, M.D.
The author, a medical doctor who has practiced for 
over thirty years and specializes in geriatrics, com-
bines his medical expertise, firsthand experience with 
patients, and firm commitment to Scripture to propose 
nine strategies for finishing life well in a profound, 
purposeful, and uniquely Christian way.

(Crossway, PB, 222 pgs) $15.99/$11.00

Preparation for Suffering
John Flavel
The mark and aim of this book, writes John Flavel 
(1628–1691), is “humiliation for our own sins and the 
due preparation to take up our cross and follow Christ 
in a suffering path”—to consider “the very bitter cup” 
of suffering beforehand so that “we may find it not so 
grievous, shocking, and intolerable when it comes.”

(Corner Pillar, PB, 164 pgs) $10.00/$6.00

Trust God, Keep the Faith
Bartha Hill-de Bres
Trust God, Keep the Faith describes the times and 
circumstances of Guido de Bres—the Huguenot 
(French Protestant) martyred for Christ in 1545, 
whose written confession still stands today, the 
author notes, as one of the most clear and beautiful 
summaries of the faith.

(Inheritance Publications, PB, 89 pgs) $9.95/$8.00

Understanding the Times
Andreas J. Köstenberger and Robert W. Yarbrough, eds.
Presented in appreciation of D. A. Carson’s life work 
on the occasion of his 65th birthday, these essays 
deal with New Testament studies in areas such as 
linguistics, hermeneutics, inerrancy, justification, 
international New Testament studies, and more from 
authors such as Mark Dever, Douglas Moo, Craig 
Blomberg, and others.

(Crossway, HB, 400 pgs) $32.00/$25.00

Sacred Singleness — Leslie Ludy
Singleness can bring many struggles and tempta-
tions—discontentment, impatience, and constant 
pressures from pop culture. The author encourages 
women during the season of singleness to a romance 
with the Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus—to satisfy the 
deepest desires of their souls in Him and “turn their 
challenges into triumphs.”

(Harvest House, PB, 184 pgs) $11.99/$9.00

The Story of Charles Ogilvie
George E. Sargent
The great trials of Charles Ogilvie in pressing on as 
a Christian amid outward pressures serve to picture 
the whole pursuit of the Christian life. This little tale 
relates Charles’s travels, tests, and triumphs to teach 
lessons not only about being helped by God’s truth but 
holding fast to it.

(Lamplighter, HB, 223 pgs) $22.00/$18.00
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When  Jesus  began  His  ministry on earth, people 
quickly discovered that this Man could do miracles. They 
f locked to Him, bringing their sick and disabled friends and 
relatives. Beggars and other outcasts heard of His power and 
did all they could to get to Jesus for healing. The Gospels 
contain many accounts of the miracles Jesus did. The lame 
walked, the deaf heard, the blind saw, the mute spoke, and 
even some who had died were brought back to life. Jesus had 
compassion on people who suffered from illness and pain, 
and cured them with His healing touch. No one was turned 
away. John wrote, “And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every 
one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written. Amen” ( John 21:25).

Though Jesus gladly helped people who were suffering with 
illness and disabilities, it was not His main purpose in coming 
from heaven to earth. The Lord Jesus Himself said, “For the 
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). You may wonder then, if that is true, why so 
many of Jesus’ miracles written down for us are in the Gospels. 
There is much we can learn from the stories of Jesus’ miracles.

First of all, we learn that Jesus has great compassion for 
people who come to Him with their physical needs. “And 
Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved 
with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick” 
(Matthew 14:14). God wants us to see in the stories of Jesus’ 

miracles that He cares deeply about the suffering of man-
kind. It is not true that only the soul is important and the 
body does not matter. Certainly, the sufferings we endure 
in our bodies are the result of sin, so it would be just and 
fair if God never relieved or removed our bodily pain and 
suffering. However, God wants us to come to Him with all 
our needs—those of our soul as well as those of our body.

Sadly, many of the people came to Jesus only for physical 
healing. They did not understand that He was the Savior of 
sinners. They did not want to believe that He was the Mes-
siah, and they were only interested in relief from their bodily 
aff lictions. They did not think of the truth that their bodies, 
even though they may have been healed by Jesus, would one 
day return to dust; their souls would live on, either in heaven 
or in hell. How terrible to have been touched by the Savior, 
their bodies healed, but their souls clinging to darkness!

Second, these stories of healing are a beautiful illustra-
tion of what the Holy Spirit does in the work of salvation. 
He uses these stories of healing to illustrate the miracle of 
salvation. God is so kind and compassionate! He wants to 
help us understand what we need and how He saves sinners. 
Because of our sinful nature, we are just like those people 
who were blind, deaf, dumb, and dead. Our sin has blinded 
us to our danger. We do not realize that we are following 
the Deceiver, Satan, who delights in leading sinners into 
the path of destruction. We are deaf to the warnings and 

For Our Children • Diana Kleyn
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callings of the Lord. Just like so many in the multitudes that 
followed Jesus, we are happy when we get what we want in 
this life: health, strength, and material things. Just like the 
people in the church of the Laodiceans, we do not know 
that we are “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked” (Revelation 3:17b). We need spiritual healing.

Third, we learn that if Jesus gladly helped people with 
their bodily needs, how much more willingly will He wel-
come those who come to Him with their spiritual needs. That 
is the reason He came into this wicked world and suffered, 
died, and rose again. He delights in saving sinners. “Who is 
a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by 
the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth 
not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy” (Micah 
7:18). He especially loves to save children. We know this from 
the story of Jesus and the children in Matthew 19:13–15, 
Mark 10:13–16, and Luke 18:15–17. Jesus said, “Suffer [or, 
allow] little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14).

Dear children, do not be like those foolish people who 
came to Jesus only for their physical needs. Do not make the 
same fatal mistake by ignoring the desperate need of your 
soul. You need the healing grace of Jesus. By nature, we are 
born in sin, so we don’t want to go to Jesus for help. We hate 
to hear that we are spiritually blind, lame, and deaf. Children, 
be wise! Go to Jesus as you are:  “wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17b). The Savior of 
sinners welcomes you. He promises healing and life forever 
with Him. “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why 
will ye die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11). Do not offend 
the compassionate Savior by turning your back on His mercy! 
Instead, pray, “Turn thou me, and I shall be turned: for thou 
art the LORD my God” ( Jeremiah 31:18b).

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.
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Story For Children

During a revival in one of the New England villages, 
the son of the minister returned home for a visit. This boy 
was deaf and mute, and had just finished his first term in 
New England’s school for the deaf and mute.1 His parents 
did not know how to use sign language and the boy was just 
learning to read and write, so it was almost impossible to 
communicate with him beyond the boy’s basic needs. The 
parents, therefore, could tell him nothing about the revival 
taking place in their village. This made them very sad. They 
often prayed to God, asking Him to save their son. They 
grieved that they could not tell him about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom they loved so much.

However, God is the God of the impossible and the 
hearer of prayer. Before he had been home long, the boy 
began to show signs of anxiety. He seemed worried and had 
difficulty sleeping. One day, he took his slate and wrote with 
much effort, “What must I do to be saved?” The words were 
badly misspelled and the letters poorly written, but when the 
father read it, tears filled his eyes.

He quickly wrote back, “Repent of your sin and believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.”

“How?” printed the boy on the slate.
The father explained to him as well as he could, but the 

boy could not understand. He became even more distressed. 
He would leave the house in the morning and seek out a quiet 
place. By supper time, the father would go in search of him. 
One evening, he found his son in the hayloft of their barn. He 
was on his knees, his hands uplifted, praying to God in sign 
language. How the parents longed to help their son! They 

asked first one and then another teacher of the institute to 
come and visit in order to communicate with the boy, but no 
one was able to guide the boy to the Savior of sinners.

Days passed—days filled with fear and agony. One 
afternoon, the father went on an errand to a neighboring 
town. As he drove, his beloved son was continually in his 
thoughts. He pleaded with the Lord for the boy’s salvation. 
All at once, his heart became calm, and he was powerfully 
reminded that God is able to save the most hopeless case. 
Like Abraham, he was “fully persuaded that what [God] 
had promised, he was able also to perform” (Romans 4:21).

When the father came home, the boy told his parents 
that Jesus had washed away his sins and saved his soul. He 
happily exclaimed that he loved the Savior and that he had 
finally found peace. The parents were overcome with joy and 
thanksgiving to God; He had performed what He promised. 
“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you”  
(2 Corinthians 9:8a).

This boy grew up to become an instructor of other deaf 
and mute people. Every Lord’s Day found him in one of the 
towns or cities, speaking to a little congregation. He eagerly 
communicated to them the wonderful message of grace and 
mercy, guiding their hungry souls to that God who has the 
power to do His own work. “For with God nothing shall be 
impossible” (Luke 1:37).

1. This most likely refers to The American School for the Deaf, the oldest 
permanent school for the deaf in the United States, founded April 15, 1817, in 
Hartford, Connecticut.

Adapted from Narratives of Remarkable Conversions and Revival Incidents, by 
William C. Conant (New York: Derby & Jackson, 1858), 150–51.
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As you fill in this 
crossword puzzle 

ask the Holy 
Spirit to bless 

God’s Word to 
your heart.

Banner Puzzles and Questions: Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 • e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your 
puzzle answers to:
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Answers to last month’s puzzle:
1. Heart
2. Therefore
3. Evil
4. Lord
5. Depart
6. Trust
7. They
8. Ye
9. Even
10. Now
11. Works

12. Shine
13. Earth
14. Holy
15. Yield
16. Doers
17. Serve
18. Enemies
19. Shall
20. Let
21. Tabitha
22. All

23. Little
24. Every
25. You
26. Unto
27. Ought
28. Thyself
29. Feet
30. To
31. One
32. Even
33. Not 

Thanks again to all who answered last month’s puzzle!
Emily Beeke (2)
Marianna Beeke (2)
Sarah Beeke
Lauren Bilkes (2)
Malachi Bilkes
Seth Bilkes (2)
Zach Bilkes (2)
Robert Boatwright (2)
Phillip Boerkoel
Silvia Boerkoel
Abigail Boesterd
Andrew Boesterd (2)
Breanne Boesterd
Judith Boesterd 
Justin Boesterd (2)

Katelyn Boesterd
Matthew Boesterd (2)
Sheryl Boesterd
Becky Boot
Shelly Boot
David Byl (2)
Julia Byl (2)
Mark Byl (2)
Tony Castellano
Don R. Cox
Sophie Dedert
Calvin den Hertog (2)
Janae den Hertog (2)
Matthew den Hertog (2)
Rebekah den Hertog

Lucas Devisser
Alexander Eckhardt
Natasha Eckhardt (2)
Calum Stewart Morrison (2)
Kelly Overbeeke (2)
Tyler Pederson
Jonathan Scherer
Hannah Schmidt (2)
Laura Schmidt
Kaitlyn Stubbe (2)
Sara Stubbe (2)
Hanna Sweetman
Janine Sweetman
Kara Sweetman
Melanie VanDalen



Across:
1. “He     his hands again upon his eyes” (Mark 8:25).
5. “And Jesus stood    , and called them” (Matthew 20:32).
9. “I have compassion on the    ” (Mark 8:2).
12. “To turn them from darkness to    ” (Acts 26:18).
13. “    hear, and     be healed by him of their infirmities”  

(Luke 5:15).
14. “And they     him to put his hand upon him” (Mark 7:32).
16. “And with his     we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).
19. “If thou wilt, thou canst make     clean” (Mark 1:40).
20. “And their eyes were    , and they knew him” (Luke 24:31).
21. “Believe ye that I am     to do this?” (Matthew 9:28).
23. “And he that was dead sat    , and began to speak” (Luke 7:15).
25. “Wist ye not that I must be     my Father’s business?”  

(Luke 2:49).
28. “So Jesus had     on them” (Matthew 20:34).
31. “Lighten mine    , lest I sleep the sleep of death” (Psalm 13:3).
34. “Be of good comfort,    ; he calleth thee” (Mark 10:49). 
37. “How often would I have     thy children together…and ye 

would not!” (Matthew 23:37).
39. “And healed them that had need of    ” (Luke 9:11).
40. “Because     darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 John 2:11).
41. “A certain blind man sat by the way     begging” (Luke 18:35).
43. “The eyes of your     being enlightened” (Ephesians 1:18).
48. “And she felt     her body that she was healed of that plague” 

(Mark 5:29).
49. “And healing     manner of sickness” (Matthew 4:23).
50. “    in peace, and be whole of thy plague” (Mark 5:34).
51. “[Herod] hoped to have seen     miracle done by him”  

(Luke 23:8).
52. “Mine     hast thou opened” (Psalm 40:6).
55. “He is     the God of the dead, but the God of the living” 

(Mark 12:27).
57. “And immediately he received his    ” (Mark 10:52).
59. “The blind     their sight” (Matthew 11:5). 
62. “That they     see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the 

dead” ( John 12:9).
63. “He cured many of their infirmities and    ” (Luke 7:21). 
65. “And he healed     all” (Matthew 12:15).
66. “Is not this he that sat and    ?” ( John 9:8). 
67. “Thou art    , and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” 

(Revelation 3:17).

Down:
1. “They brought to him a man sick of the    ” (Matthew 9:2).
2. “And when the devil was cast out, the     spake” (Matthew 9:33).
3. “Come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall    ”  

(Matthew 9:18).
4. “Two blind     followed him” (Matthew 9:27).
6. “To be healed of     diseases” (Luke 6:17).
7. “    him, and let him go” ( John 11:44).
8. “As many as touched him were made    ” (Mark 6:56).
10. “They that were vexed with     spirits” (Luke 6:18). 
11. “The blind and dumb     spake and saw” (Matthew 12:22).
13. “And the blind and the lame came to him in the    ”  

(Matthew 21:14).
15. “And he began again to teach by the     side” (Mark 4:1).
17. “Then shall the lame man     as an hart” (Isaiah 35:6).
18. “And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the    ”  

(Isaiah 29:18).
22. “Because of the     of their heart” (Ephesians 4:18).
24. “He cast out the     with his word” (Matthew 8:16).
26. “I cried unto    , and thou hast healed me” (Psalm 30:2).
27. “There met him ten men that were    ” (Luke 17:12).
29. “He laid his hands on every     of them” (Luke 4:40).
30. “Heal my    ” (Psalm 41:4).
32. “As soon as he had    , immediately the leprosy departed”  

(Mark 1:42).
33. “I will make     light before them” (Isaiah 42:16).
35. “The eyes of the blind     be opened” (Isaiah 35:5).
36. “    grieved for the hardness of their hearts” (Mark 3:5). 
38. “    eyes, see ye not? and     ears, hear ye not?” (Mark 8:18).
42. “They saw his miracles which he did on them that were    ” 

( John 6:2). 
44. “He hath     all things well” (Mark 7:37).
45. “And he     his ear, and healed him” (Luke 22:51).
46. “I     the LORD that healeth thee” (Exodus 15:26).
47. “How much better is it to     wisdom than gold!”  

(Proverbs 16:16).
53. “And     multitudes came unto him”  (Matthew 15:30).
54. “And they brought unto him all     people” (Matthew 4:24).
56. “One     I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see”  

( John 9:25).
58. “The whole head is sick, and the whole     faint” (Isaiah 1:5).
60. “Neither thought I myself worthy to     unto thee” (Luke 7:7).
61. “And Jesus…saw     people, and was moved with compassion 

toward them” (Mark 6:34).
64. “Heal me, O LORD, and I shall     healed” ( Jeremiah 17:14).
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Several gentlemen once visited a school in France, in which 
was a boy who was both deaf and dumb. One of the men 
wrote on the chalkboard, “Who made the world?”

The boy took his slate1 and wrote the first verse of the 
Bible: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1).

The man then wrote, “How do you hope to be saved?”
The child responded on his slate, “This is a faithful saying, 

and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief ” (1 Timothy 1:15).

Finally, the visitor wrote his last question. “Why did 
God make you deaf and dumb, while those around you can 
hear and speak?”

The boy seemed puzzled for a moment. His forehead 
creased as he thought hard. Then his expression became 
calm, and he wrote confidently, “Even so, Father: for so it 
seemed good in thy sight” (Matthew 11:26).

The visitors marveled at the faith of this child. It is no 
wonder that Jesus exclaimed, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes” 
(Matthew 11:25). He is honored when children trust in Him.

1. Before paper was used in schools, students wrote on writing tablets made of 
slate, which is a rock that splits into thin, smooth layers.

Taken from Instructive Anecdotes Illustrative of the Old and New Testaments, by 
John Whitecross. Eleventh Edition. Glasgow: Thomas D. Morison. London: 
Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., n.d.

A Wise Answer



HRC YoutH Camp 2012
Wisdom: The FounTain oF LiFe

What daily choices do you make? Did you know that those choices reveal whether you follow Wisdom or Folly? There 
are two ways to live: pursue wisdom or pursue folly. The Holy Spirit through Solomon implores us to seek the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is true Wisdom. He is both our source of wisdom for our relationship with Him, and our pattern of 
wisdom for making wise choices. If we follow Him as Wisdom, we will find real purpose and joy in life. When we follow 
Christ He promises spiritual and eternal life, lifetime guidance and happiness in contrast to the fading and temporary 
pleasures of folly. Join with us as we explore the wisdom Solomon has written about in Proverbs and how it applies to 
all spheres of our life.

Topics: Wisdom’s Source Wisdom’s Friends
 Wisdom’s Words Wisdom’s Calling
 Wisdom’s Rewards panel Discussion

Youth camp 2012 will be held, D.V., Tuesday, July 10 through Friday, July 13 at Camp Michawana, Hastings, MI. 
All young people (grade 10–age 25) are encouraged to attend. Speakers will include Dr. Beeke, Pastor Fintelman, Pas-
tor Molenaar, Dr. Murray, Pastor Serafini, and Pastor VanderZwaag. The format is similar to past years with topics, 
workshops, activities, and fellowship. Details, photos, and registration forms can be accessed at www.hnrc.org/ministries/
youth-conference. Brochures and registration forms are available in the churches and online.

The fee for the camp is $180.00 (US funds only). This includes all meals and lodging. (Please submit your applica-
tion early; late registrations require lots of last minute work for us to provide for your lodging and food! )

If you have any questions, contact Gary and Cindy Kwekel (616) 281-2065; gckwekel@peoplepc.com, or Tim and Brenda Pols (616) 536-2171; 
polst76@gmail.com.
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News  &  Announcements
what to bring

All campers should bring a Bible, sleeping bag, 

pillow, � ashlight, and bug repellent. You may wish 

to have an umbrella, camera or additional read-

ing material as well. A book table will also be set 

up, and campers may wish to bring money (U.S. 

Funds) to purchase books, or for special activities.

Camp Michawana o� ers a wide variety of 

activities. At the lake, you may swim, � sh, canoe, 

or kayak. The athletic � eld is perfect for soccer, 

football, or ultimate Frisbee. Volleyball courts are 

also available. Inside, ping-pong tables will be set 

up. Bring along whatever you might wish to use 

for these activities.

questions? comments?
Please feel free to give us a call! 

Your camp directors this year are:

Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Cindy Kwekel

616-281-2065
gckwekel@peoplepc.com

Mr. and Mrs. Tim & Brenda Pols

616-536-2171
polst76@gmail.com

registration
You can register in two ways:

1. Print the registration form and send it, along 

with a check in US dollars to HRC Youth Confer-

ence. Mail to:
Tim and Brenda Pols
451 Green Meadow Ct. SE

Caledonia, MI 49316

2. Use our online registration form. You can pay 

with your credit/debit card (Visa, MasterCard, 

American Express, and Discover) all without hav-

ing a PayPal account. 

Camp Michawana
5800 Head Lake Rd., Hastings, MI 49058

Need accommodations before or after camp? 

Call Mrs. Joan Vroegindewey at 616-956-1960.

workshops
O� ered twice on Wednesday and Thursday

Mission Work Q & A
Pastor Cees Molenaar

Uses and Misuses of our Talents

Dr. David Murray

Meditating
Pastor Johnny Sera� ni

Understanding Girls 101 (for Guys)

???

Understanding Guys 101 (for Girls)

Dr. Joel Beeke

conference rules
The conference rules are outlined on the back of 

the application form, and you are asked to obey 

these guidelines out of love. They are intended 

to provide Christian direction to your behavior 

and its motives. If followed, they will enrich the 

camp environment and allow for the greatest 

possible growth among us. Thank you for your 

cooperation.
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what to bring

registration

obituaRieS
VAN BEEK, Gerald, aged 68, passed away May 25, 2012 in Inwood, IA. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; first wife, Wilmina; grandson, Collin Levi 
Van Beek; Wilmina’s parents, Henry and Clazina Hoefakker; Wilmina’s sister, 
Angeline Den Hoed. Survived by his wife, Clarice; sons, Terry (Tami) Van Beek, 
Troy (Abbey) Van Beek, all of Inwood; daughters, Sandra (David) Hoogendoorn 
of Inwood, Shonna (Joshua) DeJager of Doon, 11 grandchildren, Briton, Mor-
gan, Jordon, Maria, Stefan, Abigail, Anne, Brooklyn, Kerrigan, Micah, Karsen; 
brothers, Albert (Gloria) Van Beek of Inwood, Cornie (Harriet) Van Beek of 
Sioux Center, Ron (Crystal) Van Beek of Grand Rapids, MI, Peter (Linda) Van 
Beek of Canton, SD, James (Donna) Van Beek of Ireton; sisters, Harriet (Dick) 
Bonnema of Ireton, Priscilla (Harlan) Driesen of Doon, Mary (Rog) DeGroot 
of Hull, Ruth (Allen) DeJager of Maurice; Wilmina’s brothers, Henry (Arlene) 
Hoefakker of Washington, Teunis (Ruth) Hoefakker of Rock Valley, Wilmina’s 
sister, Clazina (Bill) Kooiman of Rock Valley; Wilmina’s brother-in-law, Len 
(Trudy) Den Hoed of Sioux Falls, SD; Clarice’s parents, George H. and Jennie 
Rus of Rock Valley. (Rev. M. Fintelman, Psalm 90:12; 1 Thess. 4:13–18).

TEUNISSEN, Johanna, aged 83, passed away on Saturday, May 26, 2012 in 
Byron Center, Michigan. She was preceded in death by her husband, Corne-
lius; son, John; daughter, Shirley; son-in-law, Craig Spoolstra; grandson, Todd 
Spoolstra; sister, Grace; brothers, Bernie and Bill. Surviving are her children, 
Jim (Bonnie) Teunissen, Rita Spoolstra, Gert Teunissen (Mike Drozdowski), 
Berniece DeLong, C. Lee (Robyn) Teunissen, Grace Teunissen, Jacoba ( John) 
Alberts, Joyce Teunissen, Betty (Rafael) Del Castillo, Janice (Mike) Kunst, Rose 
Teunissen; Brothers—Rich (Mary) VanSurksum, Gary (Ann) VanSurksum, 
John (Nettie) VanSurksum; 35 grandchildren, 78 great-grandchildren. (Rev. F. 
VanderZwaag, John 14:1; Revelation 3:11).

in memoRiam
Gerald Van beek

Gerald Van Beek was born May 27, 1943 at Sioux Center, Iowa, son of 
Peter and Juliana (Schelling) Van Beek and grew up near Fairview, South 
Dakota and Sioux Center, Iowa. He served in the U.S. Army during the 
Vietnam War. Gerald married Wilmina Hoefakker on August 21, 1967. 
Wilmina died on December 5, 1976. He married Clarice Rus on June 24, 
1981 at Sioux Center. They farmed northeast of Inwood, Iowa for decades 
before retiring to Inwood just weeks prior to his death. 

Over the years Mr. Van Beek served as both elder and deacon at 
Heritage Reformed Congregation of Hull, Iowa. The Van Beeks touched 

many lives. They often opened up their home to visiting students and 
pastors. Mr. Van Beek’s life truly echoed the psalmist’s words, “How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my f lesh crieth 
out for the living God” (Ps. 84:1, 2). Now he may serve God in glory 
forever (and to put it in his own words as he beautifully phrased it once in 
a church report), he too is “ joined with the happy throng before Christ’s 
throne with praises and adorations that thunder through eternity.”

— PASTOR FINTELMAN

SaLVeo /sal.we.o:/  
meDiCaL FunDRaiSeR CD 

As many of you have heard, there is a small CD 
project underway with the intent of raising funds for 
the Elshouts as Mrs. Elshout battles cancer. We’d 
like to invite you all to follow the final production 
of the “SALVEO /sal.we.o:/” project on Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/SalveoCD, in your church bulletin, and in other 
periodicals. We hope that this collection of traditional hymns, spirituals, 
and sacred songs will touch your soul and bring to you the SALVEO of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Initiated by Mrs. Nanette Greendyk, a small group of dedicated 
singers (and a children’s choir) came together for four short Monday 
evenings to learn, master, and record a number of hymns, Psalters, 
spirituals, and sacred songs. While the initial size of this task struck fear 
in the hearts of a few of us, we are pleased to announce that, by God’s 
grace and an abundance of hard work, this project will soon be ready 
for purchase with results that have surprised all of us. 

This project would not have happened without the dedicated exper-
tise of various others alongside the singers, with donated recording and 
mastering time, recording venues, and design of artwork for the CD 
cover and ad campaign. 

As we wrap up the final mastering and CD production, we will be 
announcing a preorder date, releasing various sample tracks, and gener-
ally keeping you all informed on the progress of the “SALVEO /sal.
we.o:/” project. We thank you all for prayers and interest. 

www.facebook.com/SalveoCD | salveoCD@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/SalveoCD     |     salveoCD@gmail.com 
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As many of you have heard, there is a small CD project underway 
with the intent of raising funds for the Elshouts as Mrs. Elshout 
battles cancer. We’d like to invite you all to follow the final 
production of the “SALVEO /sal.we.o:/” project on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/SalveoCD,  in your 
church bulletin, and in other 
periodicals.  We hope that this 
collection of traditional hymns, 
spirituals and sacred songs will touch 
your soul and bring to you the SALVEO 
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Initially masterminded by Mrs. Nanette 
Greendyk, a small group of dedicated 
singers (and a children’s choir) came 
together for four short Monday 
evenings to learn, master and record a 

number of hymns, Psalters, spirituals and sacred songs. 
While the initial size of this task struck fear in the hearts of a few 
of us, we are pleased to announce that, by God’s grace and an 
abundance of hard work, this project will soon be ready for 
purchase with results that have surprised all of us.  
 
This project would not have happened without the dedicated 
expertise of various others alongside the singers, with donated 
recording and mastering time, recording venues and design of 
artwork for the CD cover and ad campaign.  
 
 As we wrap up the final mastering and CD production, we will be 
announcing a preorder date, releasing various sample tracks and 
generally keeping you all informed on the progress of the 
“SALVEO /sal.we.o:/” project.  
 
We thank you all for prayers, curiosity and interest.  



Beloved Congregations,
Here is the detailed summary of this year’s proceedings 

at Synod. The complete minutes will be forthcoming in the 
next several weeks. May the Lord go before us as individuals, 
as churches, and as a denomination as we seek, by His grace, 
to hold forth the word of life (Phil. 2:16a).

Synod was opened by Rev. Kelderman on behalf of the 
calling church of Burgessville. An encouraging meditation 
was given based on Revelation 1:1–8 in addition to prayer and 
the singing of select verses of Psalter 243.

After mention of notable milestones in the churches’ 
life together, the welcoming of guests and delegates of other 
denominations, the examining of credentials, the election of 
the officers of Synod (moderamen), and the re-election of our 
Recording Secretary and Standing Clerk, Synod adopted the 
slightly amended agenda and approved the previous minutes. 

Synod then listened attentively to the spiritual welfare 
reports of the churches with a representative of the church 
next in alphabetical order offering prayer for the previous 
church after its report was concluded. Sorrows and joys, 
highlights and discouragements are the church’s portion here 
below but the Lord evidently continues to work among us.

After the spiritual welfare reports were concluded, repre-
sentatives of the Free Reformed Churches, the Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing), and the United Reformed Church 
addressed Synod with HRC ministers being called upon to 
respond to each delegation in turn.

Synod then addressed Rev. Greendyk’s appeal to a deci-
sion made by Classis in 2009 regarding suspension of min-
isterial credentials after a two-year window of time without 
a call. Synod upheld the decision of Classis, supporting the 
same with citations from Scripture and Church Order. It was 
decided, however, chief ly out of deference to the situation the 
Chilliwack with Rev. Elshout’s extended leave of absence to 
extend this window of time until Synod 2013 with the hope 
that Rev. Greendyk might receive a call beforehand.

To promote clarity of purpose, the “Tent Making Ministry 
Fund” was renamed the “Outreach Ministers Support Fund.”

Appreciation was expressed for the work done by an ad hoc 
committee that updated the questions asked during Church 
Visitations. Their report was adopted with minor revisions.

Synod requests each consistory recommend to Synod 2013 
two persons who could be active members of our U.S. and 
Canadian Government Correspondence Committees. Synod 
also encourages the Canadian consistories to support their 
local ARPA or similar groups.

The Article 49 Committee and Banner of Sovereign Grace 
Truth Committee reports were approved as submitted.

Synod approved the Church Correspondence Commit-
tee’s recommendation that the HRC enter into Level 1 cor-
respondence relationship with the Reformed Presbyterian 
Churches of North America and invite a representative to 
address Synod 2013. David Van Brugge was appointed to 
attend meetings of representatives of denominations presently 
using the same Psalter we do to see what proposed altera-
tions are being considered and to report to Synod if anything 
worthwhile surfaces. Synod is not prepared to embrace any 
changes at this time.

According to existing policies, Mr. Marty Slingerland’s 
support is to continue through June of this year which could 
be extended six months at a reduced rate. If, however, he 
receives and accepts a call in the meantime, support would 
cease.  Synod also increased Student Van Brugge’s support, 
extended Rev. Kuivenhoven’s stipend through May 2013, and 
approved revised guidelines governing the denomination’s 
student support levels.

Synod approved the Emeritus Fund Committee’s (EFC) 
recommendation to adopt the FRC Emeritus Fund Policy 
with minor changes, encouraging individual HRC congre-
gations to set up an RRSP/IRA account for each pastor in 
the form of matching contributions equaling 3% of annual 
gross salary. Synod also made the EFC a standing synodical 
committee.

Regarding the Mission Committee, Synod approved 
extending Jane Korevaar’s cost of living allowance and 
appointed an ad hoc study committee to analyze our domestic 
mission work and to bring a report with recommendations and 
a proposed budget to Synod 2013. The Outreach Ministers 
Support Fund will continue as is at least until Synod 2013.

The Theological Seminary Committee (TSC) report was 
adopted as submitted. It included:

• a PowerPoint update on the atS accreditation process 
with respect to our seminary

• affirmation of marty Slingerland’s being declared a 
candidate eligible for call

• the PRtS Board of trustees will report directly to 
Synod as one of its standing committees

• a three-man ad hoc committee was appointed to study 
how best to restructure the TSC and subsequently the 
PRTS and Foundation portions of the Synodical agenda.

• david Van Brugge was promoted to his third year of 
studies and given permission to speak an edifying word 
in the churches.

Heritage Reformed Congregations
Synod 2012

Burgessville, Ontario
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• addition of a third FRc voting member on the PRtS 
Board of Trustees (HRC has seven)

• $2.8 million expansion of PRtS facilities contingent 
on 75% being pledged beforehand

• Rev. Kelderman interviewed and approved to be called 
to be Dean of Spiritual Formation

• dr. michael Barrett interviewed and offered the posi-
tion of Academic Dean

• descriptions of the above-mentioned positions will 
appear in a Banner issue

Points from the Churches
Burgessville was given permission, in closed session, to pro-
ceed with three discipline cases.

The churches are to advise Synod 2013 if they want a study 
committee appointed to propose a more explicitly Christ-
centered question to be added to those used for confession 
of faith.

Synod appointed an ad hoc committee to give guidelines how 
to deal with very serious, prolonged, and unrepentant sexual 
sins, especially those committed by electronic means.

Appreciation was expressed for the careful exegetical work on 
1 Corinthians 11:1–16 submitted by Chilliwack regarding the 
use of headcoverings in worship and Synod directed that this 
be included in an issue of the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 
for the benefit of the congregations.

Synod approved expanding the mandate of the Church 
Correspondence Committee to include corresponding with 
churches and denominations with words of loving correction 
in an effort to correct issues involving biblical principles. 

In a case raised by Harrison, Synod determined that in prin-
ciple there were no grounds to support objections against a 
male member who had been nominated for the office of elder.

With thankfulness, various Church Visitation reports were 
noted for information purposes.

2013 TSC and Synod meetings are scheduled for April 8–12 in 
Chilliwack. Rev. Daniel Hyde has agreed to speak at the Office 
Bearers Conference on “Outreach and Church Planting.”

Rev. Elshout, as vice-chairman, thanked the Lord for His 
provision, the chairman for his leadership, and we closed the 
meeting with singing Psalter 425:1, 2, 5 and prayer.

Synodical Appointments:
Synod Moderamen

Chairman: Pastor VanderZwaag (voted on last year)
Vice Chairman: Pastor Elshout
Secretary: Pastor Lipsy
Treasurer: Elder Pieter Stam

Article 49 Committee: Rev. Kelderman added as the alternate
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth Committee:  James Beeke, Jim 
Bleeker, and Dick Westrate
Denominational Operating Fund Committee: Corney Les and 
Peter Schenderling 
Mission Committee Chairman: Jake Sinke 
Mission Committee: John Mark Averink, Henry DeVries, and 
Scott Van Grouw
Ad Hoc Study Committee for Domestic Missions: Doug Vanden-
berg, Russ VandenToorn, Dick Westrate, Jonathan Engelsma, 
James Beeke, John Beeke, Jake Sinke, Revs. Lipsy, Overbeek, 
and Koenen
Office Bearers Conference Committee: Kevin Ash
Ad Hoc Committee to Study Restructuring of the TSC: Elder Jim 
Beeke and Revs. Elshout and Kelderman
PRTS Board of Trustees: Jonathan Engelsma and Henry Jansen
PRTS Foundation Committee: Roger Vroegindewey, Henry 
Jansen, Arie De Haan with Adrian Slootmaker reappointed 
for FRC representation
Ad Hoc Committed on 7th Commandment Issues: James Beeke 
and Revs. Elshout and Kelderman. Rev. Kuivenhoven is to 
report on Covenant Eyes webinar availability.

We would like to appoint an enthusiastic Biology teacher, English 
teacher, and/or Language Assistant for our Bilingual Department in 
ROTTERDAM (Content and Language Integrated Learning) as of 
August 2012.

In our Bilingual Department (secondary education) six subjects are 
taught in English and we also focus on European and International 
Orientation (e.g. partnerships with schools in Europe).

We offer salary in accordance with the Dutch education regula-
tions, courses in classroom English, and the school will help you find 
suitable accommodation.

Our school confesses God’s Word as the one and only foundation 
for life and doctrine. Our (Reformed) Christian school highly appre-
ciates the theological inheritance from the time of the Reformation 
and Further Reformation as founded in the Three Forms of Unity. 

As a teacher at the Wartburg College we expect you to declare that 
you agree with this foundation.

Our educational climate is characterized by key words such as 
authority, love, responsibility, and personality.

If you wish to apply, please send your application letter and cur-
riculum vitae to SPvandenBerg@wartburg.nl. Feel free to contact 
us, or ask for our bilingual education school guide 2012. For further 
information: S.P. van den Berg (coordinator bilingual education) 
SPvandenBerg@wartburg.nl.

Wartburg College
Location: Guido de Bres, Smeetslandseweg 127
3079 CR Rotterdam, The Netherlands
www.wartburg.nl

teaCHeRS neeDeD



The Reforming Families Conference (RFC) will be held 
on August 13–16, 2013 at the beautiful 25-acre campus of 
Verity Institute in Indianapolis, Indiana.

The conference theme will be Life in the Family of God, 
a topic that deals with a wide variety of subjects, includ-
ing: Adoption into God’s Family, Christ our Bridegroom, 
God-Given Gender Roles, Biblical Authority Structure, 
Covenantal Parenting, and several others. Parents, children, 
grandparents, and singles are encouraged to attend and hear 
these subjects expounded by the following speakers:

• Geoff Banister (Indianapolis, IN)
• Brad Baugham (Mauldin, SC)
• Joel Beeke (Grand Rapids, MI)
• David McClelland (Litchfield, NH)
• David Murray (Grand Rapids, MI)

In addition to daily Reformed and experiential preaching and 
teaching, families will also enjoy outdoor games and activi-
ties, informal fellowship with other families, eating together 
in the dining facility, and browsing the bookstore sponsored 
by Reformation Heritage Books. Childcare is available for 
children 2 years and under during the service times.

Capacity for the conference is 350 and there is a confer-
ence fee of $50 for each person 18 years of age and over (those 
under age 18 will not be charged a conference fee). In addition, 
lodging at Verity Institute is $50 per night / per room and 
meals are $5 per meal / per person. Online registration is 
available at www.reformingfamilies.org. 

Further inquiries regarding the conference can be sent to 
Ryan Elliott, RFC Director, at ryanselliott74@gmail.com. 
The conference is a ministry of the Free Presbyterian Church of 
Indianapolis.
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August 13-16, 2013
Life In The Family Of God

Geoff Banister
Brad Baugham
Joel Beeke
David McClelland
David Murray

Verity Institute • Indianapolis

Speakers
Consider an exciting 2013 family vacation that includes:

• Christ-centered preaching
• Daily activities for all ages
• Opportunities for fellowship

www.reformingfamilies.org

...in a beautiful facility for lodging, meals, 
and outdoor activities

Conference

2012 Evangelism Conference
Always be Ready to Give an Answer

Dr. Anthony Curto
2012 Speaker

September 28 & 29, 2012
Immanuel Orthodox Reformed Church
Jordan, Ontario.
www.nrbc.ca
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nationaL neWS

The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, John Martin, 1852.

Does AmericA support sAme-sex mArriAge? 
After years of claiming his views on same-sex marriage are “evolving,” 
President Obama announced in a television news interview that he now 
believes homosexual couples should have that right.

According to the New York Times, most Americans agree with the 
president. The paper carried a story citing nine surveys conducted over 
the past year, showing that on average, 50 percent of the people support 
same-sex marriage, while 45 percent oppose it. But a survey’s results 
depend largely on how the questions are worded.

The polls the New York Times cited all use questions that include 
some version of “allowing” homosexuals to have certain “rights” or 
making marriage between them “legal.”

By contrast, “When Americans are asked the question about mar-
riage, they give a consistent answer—that marriage is the lifelong, 
faithful union of one man and one woman,” said Greg Scott, director 
of national media relations at the Alliance Defense Fund (ADF).

“When they’re asked a different question—whether someone should 
be given rights or not—they give a different answer,” he added. “Unfor-
tunately, marriage is too important to be defined by rhetorical games, 
but that’s where we find ourselves in this country. Like the president, 
many Americans don’t understand the public purpose of marriage.” 
(Karla Dial/CitizenLink)

stAte of the BiBle 2012
The good news about the Good Book is that it’s still the No. 1 seller 
of all time, with an estimated 6 billion copies sold. The not-so-good 
news, though, according to a new survey by The American Bible Soci-
ety, is that it’s lost a bit of its prominence in affecting people’s lives. 
The “State of the Bible 2012” looked at the trends surrounding the 
most influential book of Western civilization. The survey found that 
while 82 percent of Americans revere the Bible as sacred literature, that 
number is down slightly from a year ago when 86 percent thought so. 
And when asked whether the Bible contains “everything a person needs 
to know to live a meaningful life,” 69 percent agreed either strongly or 
somewhat. That number was down also from the previous year, when 
75 percent responded the same way. The survey found that when asked 
about certain spiritual truths, nearly half (46%) of Americans couldn’t 
differentiate between the teachings of the Bible, the Koran, or the Book 
of Mormon. (Lauren Green in FoxNews.com)

“one stAte unDer goD” license plAtes  
go on sAle in texAs
Starting this year, drivers in the state of Texas will be able to order a 
specialty license plate featuring a picture of Calvary Hill and the words 
“One State Under God,” to the delight of many residents. The official 
license plate, approved by the governing board at the state’s Depart-

ment of Vehicles last December, was the subject of much controversy 
in 2011 due to its religious design, which some felt was disrespectful 
and discriminatory. But regardless of the dissenting opinions, the Texas 
board decided by a 4-3 vote to allow the religious plate designed by 
Glory Gang, a nonprofit youth organization, to be accepted into their 
program. “The message of the Calvary Hill plate is the message that 
we give to the children we work with: there is hope,” Matt Rocco, a 
Glory Gang board member, said. The organization works with at-risk 
children ages 3-12 in Nacogdoches County, imparting hope by meeting 
both tangible and spiritual needs. (Zionica)

inteRnationaL neWS
church of englAnD reAffirms commitment  
to eDucAtion
The Church of England has 
said it expects to create two 
hundred more schools over the 
next five years as it set out its 
vision for its role in education. 
In a new report, the Church 
says its schools must maintain 
their distinctive Christian 
character in an increasingly 
fragmented education system. 
Church schools must stand firm amid attacks from secular groups 
against faith-based schooling, the report adds. The Church of Eng-
land (CoE) is responsible for more than 4,800 primary and secondary 
schools, educating more than a million pupils. (Zionica)

peRSeCution FoCuS: CHina
government plAns to erADicAte house churches 
China’s government is engaged in a three-phase campaign to eradicate 
Protestant house churches, according to a statement released by the 
China Aid Association (CAA). The government’s strategy was clearly 
outlined in a document released last September during a training class 
for “Patriots in the Christian Community” run by the State Administra-
tion for Religious Affairs, according to an unnamed CAA source. The 
document called for local authorities to conduct a thorough investiga-
tion of house churches nationwide from January through June of this 
year, and create dossiers on each of them. In phase two, for the following 
two to three years, authorities would strongly encourage unregistered 
churches to affiliate with the government-approved Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement (TSPM); and in phase three, to be completed within ten 
years, churches refusing to comply would be shut down, according to 
the CAA. Officials would also ban the words “house church” and all 
reports on house churches from websites and other media and replace 
the term with “house gatherings”—a term that would refer to groups 
meeting in sites affiliated with the TSPM. In a recent random survey 
conducted by the CAA’s source in several provinces, over 95 percent of 
house church leaders said they had already felt the impact of these inves-
tigations, while 85 percent said local religious affairs departments had 
already created a dossier for their group. “Since the beginning of 2012, 
we have noticed an increase in the frequency of persecution,” the CAA 
said in a press statement. “In addition to the continuing persecution of 
Shouwang Church in Beijing, the number of similar cases has risen 20 
percent over last year and has spread into other areas, including Chris-
tian education, publication, and bookstores.” (Compass Direct News)

 Christian  World  View
John gouDzwAArD
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In the last issue, we looked at the idea of covenant in the Scrip-
tures, and now we want to flesh out what this means for the 
daily lives of young people. As with most principles, we can both 
overemphasize and underemphasize this covenant relationship; 
this article will focus on how we can underemphasize it.

In these articles we are not going to discuss the different 
views of the covenant of grace taught in different denomina-
tions; many books are available for that specific study. Our 
concern is the fundamentals of what it means to be baptized and 
a member of the covenant. Being overly concerned about our 
own personal or denominational views can make us lose sight of 
the value and blessing of belonging to the covenant or lead us to 
make assumptions about our salvation based upon these views.

New Testament evidence abounds that children and young 
people of a confessing parent(s) are included in the covenant of 
grace. What matters, however, is how we view ourselves in the 
covenant. This will dictate how we view ourselves spiritually, 
how we pray, and how our parents train us. There are certain 
essential truths which, no matter which Reformed view of 
covenant we hold, we all would agree about.

The first thing we can all agree on is that every single per-
son who comes into this world is born dead in sin. This reality 
is pointed out in the Form for the Administration of Baptism 
where it says, “That we and our children are conceived and 
born in sin, and therefore are children of wrath, insomuch that 
we cannot enter into the kingdom of God except we are born 
again.” This comes at the beginning of the Form and is clearly 
speaking about both the adult and the child. (For further study 
see Belgic Confession, Article 15; Canons of Dort, Head 3/4, 
Article 2, 3; and such Scriptures as Rom. 5, Isa. 48, Rom. 3, 
etc.) Clearly, even though we may be a member of the covenant 
through birth to believing parents, we all need to be born again 
by the work of the Spirit of Christ.

The second thing we can establish is that all children born 
to believing parents are to be considered enrolled in the cov-
enant. The Heidelberg Catechism states in answer to question 
74 that “they [children], as well as the adult, are included in 
the covenant and church of God….” (For further study see 
Belgic Confession, Article 34; Gen. 17:7, and Acts 2:39.) You 
and I ought to be humbled at God’s marvellous providence to 
place us in His covenant at birth. As a baptized young person, 

you are to view yourself in a very different way than someone 
who has not been baptized. You are set apart and called to be 
holy (see 1 Cor. 7:14). This gives you and your parents wonder-
ful, expectant hope regarding your salvation. God’s promises 
are faithful and sure in Christ.

A third thing which can be established is that this cov-
enant in which God has engaged us can be broken. Thus a 
great responsibility is placed upon us as covenant members. 
A person who has been baptized and therefore is considered 
to be a member of the covenant can break this bond when he 
turns his back upon God and rejects His Word and promises. 
Let this never be said of you, “Their baptized foreheads shall 
burn with fervent heat in hell.”

So what does this mean for a young baptized member in 
a Reformed or Presbyterian church? It means that God has 
laid His claim upon you: you are to be His. Your baptism 
is of immense importance, and you need to treat it as such. 
You must live realizing that you have been chosen by God to 
receive His promise, sign, and seal. To underestimate what 
God is saying to you through it is a grave mistake. You are 
more than a baptized heathen; any such thought is a serious 
distortion and misunderstanding of the value of baptism and 
what it means to be a member of the covenant.

Instead, you must realize that with all covenants there 
are two parts—and the second part has to do with your par-
ents’ and your (as a baptized youth) responsibilities. “We are 
admonished and obliged unto a new obedience, that we cleave 
to the Triune God, trust in Him and turning from our sin 
walk in a new and holy life” (Form for Baptism). Since we 
have been baptized, this is a message from God Himself to us 
that He is willing and promises to do for us, when we turn to 
Him, these very things we cannot do ourselves (Mark 10:27).

Do not undervalue the importance of having been bap-
tized. You have great and precious promises given to you by 
God (Acts 2:39). You have been set apart by God to live for 
Him; and, when you confess your failures, He promises grace.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Con-
gregation of Burgessville, Ontario. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of 
the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@execulink.com; kuivenhoven.
maarten@gmail.com.

Corner for Teens
Rev. Mark Kelderman & Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven
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What should  
cOvenant MeMbersHip 

mEan to You?



The Christian’s War against Satan

Good Comes through Affliction

Compassion Fatigue

In thIs Issue

The dawn of  God’s dear Sabbath 
Breaks o’er the earth again, 
As some sweet summer morning 
After a night of  pain; 
It comes as cooling showers 
To some exhausted land, 
As shade of  clustered palm trees 
’Mid weary wastes of  sand.

Lord, we would bring for offering 
Though marred with earthly soil, 
Our week of  earnest labor, 
Of  useful daily toil; 
Fair fruits of  self  denial, 
Of  strong, deep love to Thee, 
Fostered by Thine own Spirit 
In our humility.

And, we would bring our burden 
Of  sinful thought and deed, 
In Thy pure presence kneeling, 
From bondage to be freed; 
Our heart’s most bitter sorrow 
For all Thy work undone; 
So many talents wasted! 
So few bright laurels won!

And with that sorrow mingling, 
A steadfast faith, and sure, 
And love so deep and fervent, 
That tries to make it pure; 
In His dear presence finding 
The pardon that we need; 
And then the peace so lasting, 
Celestial peace indeed!

So be it, Lord, forever; 
O may we evermore 
In Jesus’ holy presence 
His blessed Name adore, 
Upon His peaceful Sabbath, 
Within His temple walls— 
Type of  the stainless worship 
In Zion’s golden halls.
       — AdA C. CrOSS
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