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O LORD,
Length of days does not profit me except the days are passed

in Thy presence, in Thy service, to Thy glory.
Give me a grace that precedes, follows, guides, sustains, 

sanctifies, aids every hour,
that I may not be one moment apart from Thee,
but may rely on Thy Spirit

to supply every thought,
speak in every word,
direct every step,
prosper every work,
build up every mote of  faith,
and give me a desire

to show forth Thy praise,
testify Thy love,
advance Thy kingdom.

I launch my bark on the unknown waters of  this year,
with Thee, O Father, as my harbour,

Thee, O Son, at my helm,
Thee, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails.

Guide me to heaven with my loins girt,
my lamp burning,
my ear open to Thy calls,
my heart full of  love,
my soul free.

Give me Thy grace to sanctify me,
Thy comforts to cheer,
Thy wisdom to teach,
Thy right hand to guide,
Thy counsel to instruct,
Thy law to judge,
Thy presence to stabilize.

May Thy fear be my awe,
Thy triumphs my joy.

— from Valley of  Vision
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“The beginning and perfection of 
lawful worship is readiness to obey.  

When God designs to forgive us,  
He changes our hearts and turns us  

to obedience by His Spirit.”
—John Calvin
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We do a considerable amount of eating in a year: evening 
family dinners, lunch breaks at work and school, grab-and-
go breakfasts, and even some snacking (when our New Year’s 
resolutions wear off, of course!). Food plays an important 
role in our life and it demonstrates much about who we are.

Food is also the issue that surrounds the conversation 
between Jesus and the woman at the well in John 4. Jesus 
was alone at the well because “his disciples were gone away 
unto the city to buy meat (that is, ‘food’).” After the conver-
sation with the woman, the disciples return from the city (v. 
27), and the woman inviting people to come and see Christ 
(v. 29), the disciples urge Jesus to eat (v. 31).

At face value, Jesus’ response is surprising and enigmatic: 
“I have meat to eat that ye know not of.” The disciples 
were understandably confused, wondering if someone had 
brought Jesus something to eat while they were away. In 
response to their misunderstanding, Jesus clarifies what he 
meant: “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work.”

Jesus is saying that strength and energy for his work 
come from the work itself, not from outside resources. This 
is not to say that Jesus didn’t need to eat, but it is to empha-
size the heavenly supply and strengthening that is necessary 
above all for the accomplishing of Jesus’ mission. To miss this 
is to miss the very heartbeat of Jesus’ mission in this world.

This applies to us at the start of a new year in at least 
three ways. First, eternity sustains every believer, every 
moment of every day. As the incarnate son of God, Jesus 
had a pre-existence that was beyond the knowledge of the 
disciples (at this point, at least) and yet nourished and forti-
fied him for all he would face on this earth. Christ’s people 
can and must feed off God’s eternal thought of them, not 
just for initial salvation but also for their daily preserva-

tion—affording strength that unbelievers “know not of ” to 
face what they must in this life.

second, the believer’s strength for every day comes from 
complete reliance on Christ’s finished work. With the pass-
ing of hours, days, and years, children of God continue to 
battle the tendency to want to contribute to Christ’s accom-
plishment. Christ was propelled forward by the knowledge 
that the entirety of God’s redemptive work rested on him. 
If he shared the burden with us or anyone else, his drive 
would not have been the same. Because Christ lived each day 
(even to his death) under the “will of him that sent him,” 
we are to live each day under the will of God in Christ, fol-
lowing and feeding off him by faith (John 6:37–40). 

The third application is the anticipation and longing for 
the fullness of the spirit to become the ongoing strength 
of God’s people. The Lord Jesus enjoyed the fullness of 
the holy spirit’s strength and comfort throughout his 
ministry (he possessed “living water”). Christ knew the 
time would come when he would pour out the holy spirit 
on his people and they would have that life that countless 
others “knew not of.” This doesn’t void the need to eat and 
drink, to enjoy family dinners and lunch time at work or 
school, but it does lead us to desire more than just a full 
stomach or some good family time. These times give us 
opportunities to promote the work of the spirit as the life 
and strength of this life and a better. Even in what we lack, 
perhaps experiencing financial struggles, physical pain and 
infirmities, or broken homes and lost jobs, the spirit can 
sustain us through them all, showing himself to be that 
strength of life that we “knew not of ” until having had only 
him to rely on.

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the heritage Reformed Congregation in Brad-
ford, Ontario.

MediTATion

JoHn 4:31–34

Rev. don overbeek
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Editorial/FaMilY GUidaNCE • JoEl r. BEEkE

What do we mean by the term gatekeeper? In biblical days, 
cities were often guarded from enemies by high, thick walls. 
The gates were the only entrances into the city, so gatekeep-
ers were appointed to control who came and left the city by 
these gates. The gates also served as a market place, court 
of law, administrative center, and public forum. Gatekeepers 
thus controlled access to a city’s social, political, and eco-
nomic center. Imagine how much a gatekeeper would learn 
by observing the daily activities around the gate, then how 
inf luential he could be in those areas of society.

ENCoUraGiNG oUr ChildrEN as GatEkEEpErs
The Bible provides us with many examples of young people 
who were called to serve the Lord in gate keeping positions. 
These gatekeepers inf luenced Israel’s social, political, and 
economic well-being. What is more, God appointed these 
gatekeepers to stem evil, promote good, and be a blessing 
to their people. Think of Joseph, Moses, David, Obadiah, 
hezekiah, Josiah, Esther, Nehemiah, and Daniel.1 These 
young people rose to prominence as gatekeepers and worked 
hard to change the culture they lived in.

In light of these many inf luential characters, how can we 
encourage our children to be inf luential gatekeepers? We 
advise many of our children to become pastors, teachers, 
doctors, or nurses. And these positions are important. But 
what about encouraging them to serve as government lead-
ers, lawyers, and journalists? We’ve heard objections to these 
positions. some ask, “how can a true Christian be a politi-
cian, lawyer, or journalist? These vocations require deceit-
fulness, exploitation, and a corrupt mind.” While many in 

these professions verify this pessimistic outlook, does the 
Bible also discourage serving in such positions?

Consider wicked rulers in Old Testament times such as 
King Ahab and Queen Jezebel, who instituted Baal wor-
ship and slaughtered God’s prophets. Or King Ahasuerus, 
who ordered the mass genocide of the Jews. Nehemiah 
faced persecution from the governors around him. The 
kings of Babylon were exceedingly prideful and rash. They 
had little regard for life. In the midst of such evil kingdoms 
and governments, the gatekeepers of the Lord inf luenced 
kings, governors, and peoples. There is no biblical warrant 
for us to tell our children to remain out of these spheres 
of inf luence.

Christian inf luence in these vocations today is minimal. 
something has contributed to our children not pursuing 
these vocations. Perhaps Christians sat back and relaxed in 
the past, thinking their nation was a Christian one. Or per-
haps the dangers of serving in gate-keeping positions were 
considered too great or the responsibilities not emphasized 
enough. Whatever the reasons for this lack, non-Christians 
saw the opportunities and worked to place their people in 
key gate-keeping positions. Liberals pushed the impor-
tance of serving in government leadership. Groups labored 
to minimize the moral determiners of our land through 
the courts, lawyers, and judges. same-sex activists began 
dominating the media, using their gate-keeping positions to 
bring about the changes they desired. While the Christian 
church was sleeping, those with an ungodly agenda for 
our country and society were not. Now many Christians 
are awakening to the reality that our nation has been cut 

Raising our children  
   to be Gatekeepers

And the Lord  
said unto Cain,  
Where is Abel  

thy brother? And  
he said, I know  
not: Am I my  

brother’s keeper?

—Genesis 4:9



off from its Christian roots, and its inf luential 
positions usurped by unchristian leadership. 
We must realize that a corrupt government or 
business is no excuse for the servants of the 
Lord to shy away from encouraging our chil-
dren to become gatekeepers.

Too often we cite a text such as, “For our 
conversation [or citizenship] is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the saviour the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20), and misapply 
it to mean that a Christian should be totally 
divorced from this world. It is true that the liberal social 
gospel cannot bring heaven to earth. It is also true that 
if we view the world as two distinct kingdoms, we must 
put our lot in with the heavenly kingdom at times to the 
neglect of the earthly. And yet, to have a lasting Christian 
inf luence in the world, we must train our children to be 
gatekeepers in the political, social, and media life of our 
culture. how do we do this? here are eight guidelines  
to assist us.

What We Must Cultivate
1. We must cultivate the virtues of truth, goodness,  
and beauty in our children.
since ancient times, the virtues of truth, goodness, and 
beauty have dominated the work of poets, authors, philoso-
phers, artists, and politicians. Until recent times, many lead-
ers have also sought to cultivate those virtues in their work. 
however, today’s culture is redefining these virtues. The old 
adage which says, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder,” now 
applies to truth, which has been relativized and pluralized to 
fit individual preferences. And goodness has become little 
more than a euphemism or cliché.

Non-believers usually have had a shallow view of vir-
tues. Think of King Ahasuerus and his view of beauty. 
he ousted one queen and appointed another on the basis 
of this superficial trait. he was impulsive and rash in his 
decisions and had no regard for God’s perspective of truth, 
goodness, or beauty. When these three virtues are rede-
fined to fit personal agendas and philosophies, it is difficult 
to maintain integrity of heart when working in the public 
sphere. These virtues no longer exist to better humanity or 
society when they are used to promote one’s own ends and 
to glorify the individual.

Despite the errors of our times, it is essential that we 
raise our children to have a true understanding of truth, 
goodness, and beauty. Augustine wrote, “All truth is God’s 
truth.” While this statement is simple, it is also deeply pro-
found. What Augustine (and later, the Reformers) meant 
by this phrase is that wherever truth is, God is. All truth 
derives its existence from God. R.C. sproul explains it this 
way: “All truth is God’s truth, and all truth meets at the 
top.”2 Thus, whether truth is found in the social sciences, 

mathematics, proper science, philosophy, or 
politics depends on whether it is first from God. 
God has created a coherent, consistent, and sys-
tematic universe. The practical implication of 
this is that regardless of one’s vocation, truth, 
goodness, and beauty are present and should be 
discovered, discerned, and defended. This we 
saw in Queen Esther. Though esteemed for her 
outward beauty, Esther’s inward dedication to 
truth, goodness, and beauty far outweighed her 
outward appearance.

We must teach our children the value of these virtues. 
In whatever they set their minds to, they will either be 
learning or lambasting truth. Whatever they defend, they 
will be defending or discrediting truth. But we must also 
be consistent in teaching our children that God’s scripture 
alone defines truth, goodness, and beauty. These virtues 
cannot be abstract principles or personal preferences but 
must be defined along biblical guidelines.

2. Teach them that only what’s done for Christ will last. 
We want our children to know this regardless of what voca-
tion they choose. This is also a good principle for our chil-
dren to remember when they are engaging in the public 
arena of politics, economics, or journalism. Many who enter 
these professions attempt to promote their own agendas. 
Whether pushing their personal ideologies, amassing mate-
rial wealth, or becoming well known, they seek to do their 
work to make a name for themselves (cf. Gen. 11).

Obadiah denounced Edom for such self-serving, saying: 
“For the day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen: as 
thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall 
return upon thine own head” (Obad. 15). On the Day of 
Judgment, the works of wicked men will come back upon 
their heads. Those who were self-seeking in pushing their 
agendas and striving to make a name for themselves will 
be utterly destroyed by God. When our works are done 
for our own ends, destruction is the inevitable conclusion  
(cf. Eccl. 12:13‒14).

The Christian worldview teaches something entirely 
different. It says that a Christian politician, economist, or 
journalist should be different because of the message he 
bears. Rather than pushing his own agenda, the Christian 
knows that he exists to make God known, and to glorify 
him in all areas of life (see Ps. 105:1; Matt. 10:32). The 
Christian politician should uphold an agenda that glorifies 
God, even if it costs him votes, popular dislike, or being 
labeled as a schismatic. The Christian economist should 
have his sight fixed first on the heavenly treasure (Matt. 
6:20), encourage wise stewardship of material resources, 
teach how to avoid the burden of debt, and promote eco-
nomic principles derived from the scriptures. The Chris-
tian journalist should concern himself with giving fair, 
charitable, and truthful accounts of events, activities, or 
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6 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth JANUARY 2013

interviews. he should not seek to smear someone’s public 
image but to present that person and all events in a truthful 
light (Luke 6:31). 

Ultimately, we must teach our children to be about the 
work of their Father, and to show them that ultimately, only 
the work they do for Christ will be remembered and counted 
on the Day of Judgment (see 1 Cor. 3:13). Those who build 
upon a foundation other than Christ in their vocations will 
reap a harvest of judgment. It is essential that our children 
work as unto the Lord (Col. 3:23–24).

some may object to this point, saying that what we do 
Monday through Friday has very little bearing on the type 
of worshipers we are on sunday. Our nation’s emphasis on 
the separation of church and state is an excuse that many 
use not to be godly politicians, economists, or journalists. 
But scripture does not teach such compartmentalization. In 
our children’s homework, part-time jobs, secular vocations, 
sunday school, or school, God must be Lord over all. Paul 
gives this principle when he says, “Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God”  
(1 Cor. 10:31). Only work that is done for the name of Christ 
will have value.

3. Teach them that the fear of God is supreme.
Teach your children a love for Christ that fosters fear of 
God and not fear of people. This fear of God is distinctive, 
not slavish, but filial, childlike, seeking God’s approval in 
love. Even good politicians, economists, and journalists 
are often driven by a fear of man. Whether politicians are 
defending certain legislation while fearing that their politi-
cal career may be at stake; or economists are reporting on 
the financial status of the nation while fearing that the cuts 
needed are too much for people to handle; or journalists 
are embellishing, distorting, or reluctantly aiming at truth 
for fear of being maligned by the popular media or not 
having a front page story, fear of man drives much of what 
they do. We must instill in our children a love for Christ 
that fosters fear of God and not of man (see Luke 12:5) so 
that they value God’s smiles and frowns to outweigh man’s 
smiles and frowns.

Think of Nehemiah. As he attempted to rebuild the wall 
of Jerusalem, he and his workers endured much persecution 
from those around him. Yet he persevered despite the threats 
of the governors or wayward Jews. With great dedication he 
remained true to the work of the Lord. Daniel is another 
grand example. he knew about the decree forbidding him 
to pray to anyone other than the king, yet Daniel did not 
hesitate to remain diligent in his prayers to God. Note how 
God used both of these men. Eventually their dedication 
and fear of God earned them respect in the eyes of worldly 
leaders. Nehemiah was esteemed in the eyes of the king and 
Nebuchadnezzar issued a second decree to worship the God 
of Daniel. God works through his people despite the evil 
governments they serve.

We need to raise our children with such integrity and 
stalwart allegiance to God that the praise of man pales next 
to the approbation of God. Imagine how different politics, 
economics, or journalism would be if driven by the agenda 
of men and women who feared God above all else. Our 
culture would be significantly different. Our culture would 
be more consistent. People would have more faith in those 
who govern, aid, or write for us. Imagine the inf luence of 
a culture in which the fear of God undergirds everything 
we believe. Our culture needs men and women who neither 
fear the face of man nor the opinions of people but trust 
wholly in God.

4. Teach our children that work is God’s gift.
Our children must learn to view work as God’s gift to 
humanity. When Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden 
of Eden, they were told to till the ground (Gen. 2:15). God 
ordained that man should have dominion over the earth by 
subjecting it to himself through work. Work as a divinely 
given gift is not how we often view work today. We see it as 
tiresome, laborious, and mundane. This mindset drives us 
to work as little as possible and get paid as much as possible. 
We look for shortcuts or fail to do our best. Profit sharing 
and vacations and other benefits become our standards of 
a good job. We must remold the image of work so that our 
children see it is a worthy calling. They must view their 
future vocations as opportunities to use the gifts God has 
given them and to make him known in all their work.

When Paul commissioned Timothy to preach the gospel, 
he said, “stir up the gift of God” that is in you (2 Tim. 1:6). 
From scripture we learn that God has given us different 
gifts. Our aim is to help our children recognize these gifts 
and to use them in vocations that will stir up these graces. 
We should not impress our own hopes, desires, aspirations, 
or dreams upon our children. Also, we should encourage 
them not to go the way of culture to simply try to find a 
job that pays them well or provides generous benefits. Our 
children need to use their gifts to glorify God. We must be 
intentional about helping some of our children develop their 
gifts of administration, mathematics, or accounting, while 
guiding others to hone their writing and editing abilities. 
In so doing we will be cultivating our children to enter the 
public world of work.

When Queen Esther was vacillating about whether or 
not to approach the king, her uncle Mordecai wisely asked: 
“And who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” (Esth. 4:14). Mordecai recognized 
that the Lord had placed his niece in her particular voca-
tion as queen so that she might approach the king and 
plead for her people. Esther did not squelch her God-given 
sphere of inf luence but used it to save the Jews from mass 
genocide. she is a good example of stirring up the gifts of 
God within her.
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5. Teach them to understand the times.
Whether our children enter the field of politics, 
economics, or journalism, we need to encourage 
them to learn about these different spheres. Our 
children cannot be effective gatekeepers in any 
area of society if they do not learn much about 
their culture. It is good to inform our children 
of recent political debates on Capitol hill. It 
is also wise to discuss the contemporary issues 
that drive our political climate. Our children 
should know the basic agendas of those who 
have been called to serve their country.

We should also encourage our children to 
use their f inances well by understanding basic account-
ing or budget making. We should teach them about the 
market, stock exchanges, and other economic institutions 
in our country. Especially in today’s economic climate, our 
children should be taught how using money without dis-
cernment can lead to wasteful spending and future debt. 
Our children should also be aware of contemporary affairs 
that affect our nation and the world. While media cover-
age continues to disintegrate into slander, gossip, and crass 
speech, we must help our children sift through these reports 
to discern truth.

Esther again is a model for understanding the culture 
in which she lived. In many regards, she was the product 
of her culture; she was reared by her cousin in the land of 
Persia. As an exile from the land of Israel, she had to face 
the harsh realities of living in exile. At a very young age, 
she was forced to enter the harem of the king, where she 
endured a year of beautification. Then, like a beauty pageant 
contestant, she was paraded before the king. Through God’s 
providence, she was chosen to be the new queen.

Though Esther was a Jew, she had a great understanding 
of Persian law. she understood the danger of approaching 
the king uninvited. she clearly knew of the Persians’ immu-
table law that once something was signed into law, not even 
the king could change it. she understood the high place 
of dignity that haman had among the Persians. And she 
knew enough loopholes in Persian law to reverse the order 
for the mass genocide of the Jews. Esther, in many regards, 
is a prime example of what it is like to be “in” the world but 
not “of ” the world (cf. John. 17:6–19).

Talk with your children of what is going on in your 
country and culture today. Cultivate within them a love (or 
concern) for our cultures, societies, and world. Open their 
eyes to realize that life is not always glamorous and stretches 
far beyond their little community. stir their hearts to be 
faithful gatekeepers by training them to become leaders in 
their communities and countries.

6. Encourage them to have the courage to work for change.
According to many polls, most people see problems in our 
government today, such as political divisiveness, compet-

ing ideologies, and unwarranted slander from 
both sides. The latest president of the United 
states was elected on the slogan “Change,” 
which most of us can embrace even though we 
adamantly disagree about the means of change. 
In light of this need, it is imperative that we 
encourage our children to take an active role 
in leading our country toward change. While 
many on both sides of the political aisle view 
necessary change as political, economic, or 
social, Christians are convinced that the most 
necessary change is spiritual.

We need to make lasting changes that can 
only come by putting biblical principles in practice. One 
of these principles is that political change should only be 
advanced legally (see Rom. 13). When Nehemiah sought to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, he appealed to the king for 
permission. When Esther sought to overturn Persian law, 
she did so by using the law. In both cases, these biblical 
leaders sought to reform their governments through legal 
change. To effect spiritual reorientation in our country, we 
must also fight for it legally, for, as the Bible says, the heart 
of the king is in the hand of the Lord (Prov. 21:1).

We should also raise our children to be faithful gate-
keepers of our society to effect needed change in the politi-
cal, economic, or social spheres. Francis schaeffer once said 
the only way to effect biblical change is for Christians to 
infiltrate the academia, political arena, publishing houses, 
and other “gates” of our societies. Even a small number of 
outspoken politicians, economists, or journalists can effect 
massive change. The homosexual agenda reveals how inf lu-
ential an outspoken minority can be. If these outspoken 
minorities were speaking out for Christian principles, think 
of the change that could be effected. 

some might object, saying, “What the nation needs is 
not primarily social change but the gospel. Anything less 
than this won’t do.” It is true that our nation needs more 
than political, economic, or social transformation; the gos-
pel message is the only hope for lasting change. Though the 
likelihood that the United states will once more become a 
“Christian nation” is slim, we still have the obligation to 
lead our society according to Christian principles. When 
a farmer prepares his land for a fruitful harvest, he tills 
up all the ground in his field. he labors with great dif-
ficulty to prepare acres of farmland. he carefully removes 
large stones scattered throughout the field. he pulls up 
weeds that would steal water or choke germinating plants. 
The land is made ready for a great harvest, though all the 
land may not be used. If we encourage our children to be 
faithful and courageous gatekeepers to bring about change 
in different spheres, we may not convert a nation but we 
will prepare our land for the harvesting of God’s Word by 
removing weeds and rocks that would otherwise hinder the 
spread of the gospel.

Our culture  
needs men and 

women who 
neither fear the 

face of man  
nor the opinions 

of people  
but trust wholly  

in God.
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7. Teach them to be aware of undergirding worldviews.
There are no neutral ideas, opinions, or perspectives. Every-
thing that politicians, economists, and journalists put for-
ward f lows out of their understanding of God, man, and 
the world (Luke 6:45). It is thus important that we teach 
our children that our leaders are not engaging neutral ideas. 
Often there is a larger picture than meets the eye. 

If a particular economist views money solely in terms of 
buying power, it is likely that he will not view debt as enslav-
ing. If an economist sees money as something that serves 
his own pleasure, it is likely that he will counsel his clients 
to gain as much as possible, even at the expense of others. 
Likewise, if a journalist writes an article on the neglected 
social work in the inner city, it is likely that this issue frames 
his worldview of how people are to help the oppressed and 
the marginalized.

Understanding that no ideas, opinions, or perspectives 
are neutral will prepare our children to be cautious when 
approaching various vocations. Not even those who teach 
particular topics can remain unbiased. While teachers of 
secular universities may claim to approach a topic with neu-
trality, they do not. Prepare your children by encouraging 
them to look for undergirding worldviews, values, or ideolo-
gies present in all the ideas around us.

8. Urge them to understand the calling to love our enemies.
As we teach our children how to engage, respond, and 
defend their Christian worldview within the arenas of 
politics, economics, and journalism, we must also teach 
them the importance of loving their enemies. Think of the 
political climate today. It is common to listen to advertise-
ments, political promotions, or debates that hurl insults 
against opponents. This cultivates a spirit of hatred. To 
prepare our children to be faithful gatekeepers we must 
teach them the supreme importance of loving their ene-
mies (cf. Matt. 5:45–48). It is easy to give in to political 
bashing, which returns evil for evil. It is understandable 
that politicians, economists, and journalists get caught up 
in the frenzy of emotions and feel the need to respond in 
kind to their sinful opponents. But we must teach our chil-
dren to turn the other cheek, to hate what is evil and cling 
to what is good, and to always have the interest of their  
neighbors in mind.

Proverbs teaches the simple truth, “A soft answer turneth 
away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger” (Prov. 15:1). 
We must teach our children that love should undergird their 
attitude towards anyone who seeks to smear their name. We 
need to be above reproach in everything (cf. 1 Tim. 3:12), to 
be at peace with all men (Rom. 12:18), and to let our love be 
genuine (Rom. 12:9). When our children portray this type 
of attitude, they will convey the message to the world that 
they answer to a higher calling than politics, economics, or 
journalism. They will show there are more important things 
than winning an election or writing the top news story. 

They will put feet to Jesus’ command to do unto others as 
they would have done to them.

Think of the attitudes of the biblical characters we have 
discussed. Obadiah, Nehemiah, Esther, and Daniel all had 
enemies, yet they did not seek personal vengeance or fight 
back against their enemies. While God brought justice on 
some of their oppressors, these leaders were satisfied to wait 
for the Lord’s vengeance (see Deut. 32:35). In like manner, 
we must not think it is our duty to right every wrong lev-
eled against us, but to endure with patience the oppression 
of evil people. 

COMMit YOur Children tO GOd’s GraCe
Encouraging our children to enter the public sphere in voca-
tions such as politics, economics, business, or journalism is 
risky. There are many more principles that we could draw 
from the Bible to prepare our children for the difficulties, 
intensity, and temptations of these vocations. Despite the 
dangerous climates of these vocations, it is important that 
we raise our children to maximize their gifts for God’s 
glory. We must raise our children to have a concern for their 
nations, cultures, and neighbors. We need to encourage 
them to be gatekeepers for their cultures. 

We want to raise our children to be warriors in the pub-
lic arena for God. We want to fight for the freedom in our 
culture to study and preach the gospel. We need leaders to 
remove legislation, ideologies, or principles that stand in the 
way of God’s Word. In so doing, we will not only glorify 
God but will better our society and prepare a way to bring 
about change that we can all hope in. Ultimately, commit-
ting our children to God’s grace, we need to send them into 
the world, trusting that God will work in and through them 
(Phil. 1:6) to his own glory.

1. For detail on how these young people served as gatekeepers, see James 
W. Beeke’s “Me…a Gate-keeper?,” Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 18, no. 7 
(2010):187–189. I thank Michael Borg for his valuable research assistance.

2. http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/all-truth-gods-truth-sproul/.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of systematic Theology and homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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self-denial is a Christian virtue, granted by God to his children, whereby they, out of love for 
God’s will, neither give heed nor yield to their intellect, will, and inclinations insofar as they 
are in opposition to the will of God—and oppose and suppress them instead. They do so by a 
voluntary forsaking and rejection of all that pertains to their natural well-being, if God’s cause 
demands such from them. This is to the honor of God and the welfare of their neighbors.

self-denial is, first, a Christian virtue. Pagans have observed that their inner peace has 
been disturbed by their lusts. some therefore sought to extinguish them by way of reason 
and appeared to practice self-denial regarding some things. however, it did not issue forth 
from the right motive—love for the will of God. They did not have the right objective in 
view, but rather it was a seeking of self (be it in a different manner from others), resting  in 
this as their peace and seeking to be honored by men. Their self-denial was thus a glaring 
sin that had a counterfeit luster and was not accompanied by deeds.

Our reference here, however, is to the self-denial of a Christian as being exclusive of all 
inordinate self-love (and self-reliance that issues forth from this) and seeking of self. such self-
denial issues forth from love for the will of God and culminates in the glorification of God.

secondly, the moving cause of self-denial is the Lord and not man himself. Man is too 
deeply immersed in self-love to be able to rid himself from it. Even if he could divorce him-
self from this, he would not be able to bring himself into the opposite virtuous disposition. 
self-denial does not consist in a negation, but is rather a propensity. The Lord grants this 
grace to his children, for he grants them spiritual life in regeneration (Eph. 2:1; James 1:18). 
Through this virtuous disposition, he causes them to be active and thus works in them to 
will and to do (Phil. 2:13). he particularly works in them the mortification of sin: “but if ye 
through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Rom. 8:13). God, having 
given life in the soul, stirs up this life and renders it active by his prevening1 and cooperative 
power. The believer—uniting himself by faith with Christ and through Christ with God—
takes hold of his strength as his own. By reason of this received strength, [he] is active in 
mortifying sin within him. God is thus the original cause: man, having been affected by this 
power, is himself active in the casting out of sinful self-love and its consequences, as well as 
in purifying and adorning himself with the contrary virtue. “Let us cleanse ourselves” (2 Cor. 
7:1); “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13).

Thirdly, the subjects of self-denial are the children of God. The unconverted are void of 
all spiritual life; therefore, the motions and operation of life cannot come forth from them. 
Rather, it is a gift to God’s children as presently being in a converted and believing state. They 
are those who are Christ’s disciples and follow him (Matt. 16:24). self-denial does not consist 
in a few deeds, but is rather a propensity and disposition of the heart. Their heart has been 
turned away from self-love and a seeking of self—albeit imperfectly…. Once this virtue has 
become deeply rooted, the person who practices self-denial will have much inner peace. he 
will not so readily be enticed to entertain ulterior motives or be envious, wrathful, and guilty 
of misuse of words—all of which frequently issue forth in a rash manner due to self-love and 
a seeking of self…. All that he does renders him pleasant to all—before God and before men.

Fourthly, the object of self-denial is man himself. God has created self-love in man and 
mandates the exercise of this love in the second Table of the Law by giving command that 
we are to love our neighbor as ourselves (Matt. 22:39). After the fall, however, love has 
become entirely distorted, as it causes man to be opposed to God, to make himself as God, 
and wanting all to end in man. This principle governs fallen man in his operations, and he 
wants everyone to function toward him in harmony with this principle.

1. prevening—acting before; that is, God’s power acts in the human soul first.

Wilhelmus à Brakel (1635-1711) was a leading pastor and representative of the Dutch Further Reformation. This article is 
taken from vol. 3 of his The Christian’s Reasonable Service, reprinted by Reformation heritage Books, www.heritagebooks.org.
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Part ThreePart One

There is little wonder why Isaiah is often called the fifth Gos-
pel. Isaiah 9 is in the middle of what is called the Immanuel 
Trilogy or Book of Immanuel (7–12), which includes three 
principal texts so appropriately used every Christmas season. 
Chapter 7 pointed to the virgin birth of Immanuel, God with 
us. Chapter 11 describes the ministry and work of David’s 
most royal seed. Chapter 9, with its most famous verse 6, 
identifies the character of the Messiah and the difference his 
presence makes in the world. This text is set in the context 
of Assyrian domination that would be followed by the dark-
ness of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. With prophetic 
insight and foresight, Isaiah sees all that darkness dispelled 
by the dawn of the Messianic day of salvation.

Isaiah 9 begins with a description of the gloom of dark-
ness without Christ. The political and national bondage 
is but a picture of the darkness of spiritual ignorance and 
blindness of the estate of sin and misery into which every 
person is born—bound by a depraved will, captivated and 
blinded by the god of this world, dead in trespasses and sins, 
incapable of escaping the darkness of death. But “the people 
that walked in darkness have seen a great light” (9:2). When 
there is light, the darkness disappears.

Matthew 4:12–17 removes any doubt that Isaiah is looking 
to the light of Christ that dispels the darkness. The territories 
identified in 9:1 are part of the northern Kingdom that was 
the first to be conquered in consequence of their sins against 
the Lord. here is the irony and power of grace: the part of 
the nation that was first to know the judgment of God was 
the first to see the light of Christ (9:2). Galilee, a region so 
despised by many, was so honored by Christ to be the first to 
see his miracles and hear his message of peace and salvation. 
Grace is always amazing. The consequence of the light was the 
increase of the nation, primarily referring to Christ’s kingdom, 
and the increase of joy (9:3). In Isaiah’s day, Israel was carried 
captive by Gentile nations; in Christ’s new day, Gentiles would 
be incorporated, grafted into the true Israel of God. 

having predicted the dispelling of darkness, Isaiah gives 
three reasons for the resulting joy, the last of which brings 

us to the great Incarnation text (note the repetition of “for,” 
in 9:4–6). The first reason is deliverance from oppression 
(9:4); the second is peace (9:5); the third is the birth of a 
child (9:6–7). I want to focus on the third reason that high-
lights five significant truths about Christ. The text speaks 
specifically of the kingly office of Christ.

his identitY
The birth of a male child underscores the fact of a real birth 
and real humanity, establishing the contextual link to the 
virgin-born Immanuel (7:14). The virgin-born “God with 
us” is now identified as a child born “unto us,” or more to the 
point, “for us.” here is the Incarnation: God was manifest in 
the f lesh. he is God; he is man. Wesley’s great poetic line 
says it well: “Veiled in f lesh the Godhead see; hail incarnate 
deity.” This child was born for our benefit—to accomplish 
for us by his life and his death all required for our salvation.

The parallel statement “unto us a son is given” adds to 
the identification. This could be translated “a son has been 
appointed” and points to the great mystery of the Father’s 
appointing his son in eternity to be the only Redeemer of 
his elect. The birth did not commence this sonship; rather, 
this sonship was antecedent to the birth. This is a remark-
able Trinitarian declaration: the eternal and only son of God 
became the son of Man in the Incarnation. In eternity God 
appointed his son to be the Mediator, and in the fullness 
of time God so loved the world that he gave his son (John 
3:16). Though the word is not used, this son is Immanuel.

his authOritY
That “the government shall be upon his shoulder” refers to 
the absolute sovereign authority by which he exercises rule 
and dominion. Although God is ruler of all by virtue of being 
God, the particular kingship here is the mediatorial king-
ship that has been given to Christ whereby all things are put 
under his feet and he is the head over all things, particu-
larly for and to the church, his people (Eph. 1:22). In this 
special mediatorial kingship, Christ conquers all of his and 
his people’s enemies. he conquers by grace or by the rod of 
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iron, but conquer and rule he will. This is why the psalmist 
admonished to “kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way” and then assured that “Blessed are all they that 
put their trust in him” (Ps. 2:12). Eternal destiny is linked 
to whether or not there is submission to this rightful King.

his CharaCter
Most instructive are the four titles that declare truths about 
the nature, person, and dignity of this One born the King with 
a particular focus on his deity. First, he is the Wonder of a 
Counselor. Although translated as separate titles, the hebrew 
construction links them together as one. The term “wonder” 
refers to that which is marvelous, extraordinary, and incom-
prehensible. It typically describes the acts of God. Counselor 
is a term that is associated with wisdom. significantly, Isaiah 
elsewhere uses this combination of words to refer to the Lord 
of hosts (28:29). so this title attests to the son’s Deity, iden-
tifying him as the Wisdom of God, itself a significant Mes-
sianic title (see Prov. 1, 8; 1 Cor. 1:30; Col. 2:3).

second, he is “the mighty God”—literally, “God, a 
hero.” This particular word for God always designates 
Deity, and the word “mighty” or “hero” refers to his power 
and his being the champion of his people. his rule is irre-
sistible, and it is for the welfare of those in his kingdom.

Third, he is “the everlasting Father.” This is a single 
word in hebrew and has caused some confusion: how can 
the son be the Father? The word literally says “father of 
eternity,” and should not be taken as a Trinitarian state-
ment since it is vital to maintain the distinction in Persons 
between Father and son. The term “father” is an honorific 
title applied to those in various positions of authority. The 
hebrew word designates the one in authority over eternity. 
so rather than confusing the Trinity, the term appropriately 
applies to the Godhead since eternity is one of the incom-
municable perfections of deity. This is another declaration 
that the birth of Immanuel was not the beginning of the 
son’s existence. The eternal son of God became man. 

Fourth, he is “the Prince of Peace.” The hebrew term 
for “prince” does not designate a king in waiting, but rather 
a sovereign administrator. he is the administrator of peace; 
he has the authority to bring peace. The title unquestion-
ably points to his work of reconciliation whereby he took 
upon himself the chastisement that we deserved with a view 
to achieving our peace (see Isa. 53:5). 

his pErpEtUal kiNGdoM
The focus in verse 7 moves from the King to the kingdom 
and highlights four significant traits. 1) The kingdom is 
successful. It will continually increase as his people shall “be 
willing in the day” of his power (Ps. 110:3). Every conver-
sion marks a new beachhead in the advance of his kingdom.  
2) The kingdom is unending. There is no end because there 
are no successors to replace him or follow him to the throne. 
“his name shall endure for ever” (Ps. 72:17). 3) The kingdom 
is legitimate. That his kingdom operates from the throne 
of David identifies him as the legitimate heir, the ultimate 
fulfillment of the covenant promise (2 sam. 7). Indeed, he is 
Shiloh (Gen. 49:10), the one to whom the promised kingship 
really and truly belongs. This is one reason Matthew and 
Luke begin their gospels by tracing so carefully the geneal-
ogy of Jesus, to verify that he is the promised and long-
awaited King, David’s greater son. 4) The kingdom is just. 
Equity of judgment or justice marks the ideal King. Thus, 
Christ fulfills perfectly that divine mandate: “he that ruleth 
over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God” (2 sam. 
23:3). similarly, Zechariah announced to Zion, “behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just…” (Zech. 9:9).

his Guaranteed suCCess
The coming of the ideal King is certain because God’s 
unfrustratable and eternal purpose guarantees it: “The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will perform this” (9:7). The divine zeal 
is the divine energy, passion, and fervor that move the divine 
plan down its certain course. The title Jehovah of armies des-
ignates God as the Commander-in-Chief, who has all power 
at his command and disposal to accomplish his perfect will. 
how wonderful it is that his perfect will planned to give us 
his son, and in the fullness of time he did. 

The coming of the son of God in human f lesh to redeem 
men from sin is the best news that helpless and doomed 
humanity has ever heard: it is the gospel. In his eternal 
son, the holy Father gave his unspeakable gift to the world 
of lost and undeserving sinners. Were it not for Christ’s 
birth and what it commenced—the road to the cross—there 
would be no hope for this old world. But there is hope 
because Messiah came to save his people from their sins.

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament at 
Puritan Reformed Theological seminary.
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This miracle took place the same time as the rais-
ing of the daughter of Jairus. Three of the Gospels 
give us the two miracles together. The daughter of 
Jairus was twelve years old, and that is exactly how 
long this woman had suffered. The daughter was 
at the point of death, and the woman was not far 
behind. she could have taken courage from the fact 
that Jesus was going with Jairus; as for Jairus, he 
could have taken encouragement from the fact that 
Jesus stopped on the way and gave someone else 
a complete healing. We don’t know if Jairus and 
the woman ever ref lected on it later, but the Lord 

often brings people together and works so that they can take 
encouragement from what the Lord is doing for one another. 

Meanwhile, there are many differences between Jairus 
and this woman. Jairus was chief of the synagogue, a pub-
lic figure in his town. he walked up to Jesus and gave an 
eloquent request—“My little daughter lieth at the point of 
death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she 
may be healed: and she shall live” (v. 23). This woman, on 
the other hand, has no name. Considered unclean, she came 
from behind to reach out and press the hem of Christ’s gar-
ment and then tried to steal away quietly. Though they were 
so different and came so differently, Christ’s grace acted 
powerfully for both of them as a testimony to what his grace 
can do for all kinds and all sorts. 

The Trouble
We aren’t told exactly what the disease was from which this 
woman was suffering, but she was bleeding day in and day 
out. Genesis 9:4 tells us that life is in the blood; it must have 
seemed like life was constantly ebbing from her. her weak 
and pale complexion would have indicated that this woman 
was far from well.

According to Leviticus 15:25–27, she would have been 
shunned as well as barred from the temple. If anyone touched 
what she had touched, they would be unclean. how she must 
have wept to read scripture’s verdict: “she shall be unclean.” 
From every angle, this sickness was what our passage calls 
“a plague” (v. 29; literally, “stroke,” or “scourge,” or “whip”). 

she had tried everything for her deadly disease. There 
was not a physician far or near that she had not consulted. 
she must have originally had some means, but she had spent 
all her living upon hope from physicians. Mark says, “she 
had suffered many things of many physicians” (v. 26). The 
people who were to relieve suffering actually intensified it. 
Along with her blood, her resources were being drained, and 
she was no better, “but rather grew worse” (v. 26).

The Levitical requirements that God laid upon the peo-
ple of Israel were to teach them the seriousness of sin. Does 
not sin defile us and render us unclean and vile? It saps 
our strength and vitality, our joy and peace, and, above all, 
separates us from each other and from God (see Isa. 59:2). 
Whatever earthly doctors we consult for help and healing, 
we are not better with respect to the disease of sin.

News of a greater Physician reached this woman, how-
ever (v. 27). Perhaps the report that Christ had touched the 
unclean leper and healed him awakens hope in her otherwise 
despairing heart. With her desperate need driving her on the 
one hand, and the report of Christ’s ability drawing her on 
the other, she went to Christ. Behind all of it, however, was 
the Father drawing this woman to the feet of his son (John 
6:44). she came to see, however faintly, a way of escape from 
twelve years of misery.

The Touch
The woman made her way through the crowd. It was 
undoubtedly with stealth, but also determination. Accord-
ing to the text in the original language, she kept saying to 
herself, “If I may touch but his clothes” (v. 28). As she moved 
through the crowds inch by inch, she must have spotted 
Christ’s garments at a certain point. We know from John 19 
that Christ’s outer coat was seamless, of one piece; according 
to the Levitical laws, the people had to mark the fringes of 
their garments (Num. 15:38–41). The law stipulated that 
they had to tie a thread of blue through the hem in order 
to remind them of the commandments of the Lord. By the 
time of Christ, this was done by attaching four tassels to the 
four corners of the outer garments, and weaving this blue or 
white thread into them.

We don’t know how much significance the woman rec-
ognized in these tassels. I doubt she could focus on the spot-
less purity of this obedient son of the Father. her regard 
for Christ, however, was such that she recognized that just 
the hem of this glorious Person could convey healing. For 
twelve long years, she hadn’t been allowed to touch anyone 
or anyone’s clothing without making that person unclean, 
but how inexorably she felt drawn to touch this savior!

The word “touched” in the original refers to a determined 
hold, not just a passing brush. This hold effected what we 
read in verse 29: “straightway the fountain of her blood was 
dried up: and she felt in her body that she was healed of that 
plague.” his power reached where nothing had been effec-
tive. In a moment, the problem was cured at the source. In a 
moment, all the seclusion was over; all the uncleanness was 
gone; all the shame and separation was past.

Read: Mark 5:25–34
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how could Jesus do this? he could do it because Jesus 
had come to take care of the root problem, namely, sin. 
Power issued forth from him to deal with the uncleanness 
issuing from her. Zechariah 13:1 had prophesied, “In that 
day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for unclean-
ness.” Not unlike what we read in Ezekiel 16:6, his power 
reached her as she was there in her own blood, and said to 
her, “Live.”

And live she did. Gone were the days in which life was 
ebbing away from her—all because she had touched the 
hem of the savior’s garment. This miracle proclaims to us 
the mediatorial power of Christ because of his dying and 
resurrection to deal effectively with the plague of our sin. 
Do we stir ourselves up to take hold of God’s son by faith 
for salvation? That’s what Isaiah 64:7 refers to. Many simply 
crowd around Christ without taking hold of him by faith; 
they do not understand their need or estimate his ability 
to save to the uttermost. some have compared the promises 
of the gospel to the tassels that unclean sinners may take 
hold of—and when they do, God in Christ conveys what 
no other physician can: spiritual healing, restoration, and 
power for new life.

The Teacher
The savior healed this woman, but then he also proceeded 
to teach her. Verse 30 reads: “And Jesus, immediately know-
ing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him 
about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?”

This might strike us as a strange question, especially in 
light of the large crowd pressing in on Christ. The disciples 
certainly thought it was a strange question. In fact, in Luke 
we read that all denied it (Luke 8:45). Yet, if Christ knew 
Nathanael under the fig tree and Zacchaeus in the syca-
more, he certainly recognized that someone had touched 
him. Christ recognizes the touch of faith, and among the 
hundreds of people pressing him, Jesus could sense the one 
believing touch among them all. This woman came secretly 
to Jesus and Christ had allowed it; but she would not leave 
secretly. Christ would not let her go quietly back to her 
home, only to doubt and fear whether what she had done 
was wrong. he would bless her further. Thus his searching 
question: “Who touched me?” (Mark 5:30).

This question and the words that follow were the means 
for the Lord to seal his work in her, the kind of thing Paul 
refers to in Ephesians 1:13. In this specific case, Christ did 
three things:

First, He saw her. Verse 32: “And he looked round about 
to see her that had done this thing.” It’s like the Bridegroom 
calling to see his bride, as we read in song of solomon 
2:14: “O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the 
secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me 
hear thy voice, for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance 
is comely.” he calls secret believers out into the open where 
he can teach them and bestow more blessings on them.

Secondly, He brought her to confess Him. Paul says: “For 
with the heart a man believeth unto righteousness: and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10). 
Christ brought the woman to confess, even with fear and 
trembling. so it is every time the Lord assures and seals his 
power in the lives of his people.

Finally, He instructed her. Verse 34 contains much instruc-
tion for this woman and for all true believers. Every phrase 
is almost like a chapter heading for the Christian’s identity, 
life, and future. In the Old Testament, a woman like her 
would need to be declared clean by the priest (Lev. 15:29–
30). here Christ is much greater than any other priest. he 
both healed her and declared her clean. No wonder the Bible 
says in hebrews 4:15–16: “We have not a high priest who 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities….” 
Like this woman, let us go boldly to him in the gospel, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

QuesTions
1. What are five similarities between this woman’s trouble 

and the convicted sinner’s trouble?

2. sometimes people are afraid of “stealing” a blessing 
that might not be theirs. What insight does this pas-
sage give on that, not only in the beginning but also 
at the end?

3. In Isaiah 64:7, the prophet laments that so few stir 
themselves up to take hold of the Lord. What does it 
mean to take hold of him, and how can this be done? 
how can we know that we have done so? 

4. Elaborate on everything the savior teaches the woman 
in verse 34. how do these things parallel what the Lord 
teaches his people in the life of faith? 

5. Discuss whether there is such a thing as a secret dis-
ciple, and if so, what needs to happen to them. In 
addition to this miracle, consult John 19:38–39. 

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.

New Testament Bible Study  •  dr. Gerald Bilkes
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Are the environmentalists right or wrong? i hear both opinions.
suggested Reading: Genesis 1:26–31

Today’s environmentalists express a deep love and respect for the environment. They actively try to protect and preserve 
nature. They oppose industrial expansion into natural areas and accuse society of wasteful and harmful treatment of our 
environment. some of their perspective agrees with biblical principles. We are called to value and appreciate God’s cre-
ation, including our earth’s environment (consider such passages of scripture as Psalms 19 and 104). We are to value all 
of God’s works, including our world that God created and uniquely prepared to sustain life. Respect and appreciation for 
creation as God’s handiwork is right, not wrong.

While most environmentalist groups share the same goal to respect nature, their motives, however, are different from a 
Christian’s. Christians see our God’s marvellous work in creation—and that is why we love it and care for it. A Christian 
loves and respects God’s creation as one loves a painting or work produced by a loved one. Many environmentalists view 
nature as their god and adore “Mother Earth” and marvel at so-called evolutionary processes. The true God and the real 
Creator of all is not in view, and therefore such motives are wrong.

Another distinction is that God placed man in a position to rule over his earthly creation (Gen. 1:28) and has given 
plants and animals to mankind for food (Gen. 9:3). here many environmentalists’ beliefs and practices are contrary to 
God’s Word. Many deny mankind the right to rule over the earth and to use its land, resources, and animals for biblically 
sanctioned purposes. Plants and animals are not placed at the same level as man, nor do they have the same rights.

how could we summarize a scriptural view of our environment? Mankind is given permission to use but not abuse 
God’s earthly creation.

Do you love and respect God’s creation? Do you see that God stands above His creation and therefore we must worship the Creator, 
not His creation? How does the first verse of the Bible clarify this truth and condemn most secular environmentalists’ beliefs?

is there a God? How can i know for sure?
suggested Reading: 2 Peter 3:1–13

You can know for certain that there is a God by observing:
1. His Design—If you find a bolt and nut that fit each other and the one threads perfectly into the other, you know that someone 

designed one for the other. Think of the complexity of one living cell, or the workings of your eye and brain, or the design 
of male and female. Who created all this? God did.

2. His Beauty—When you study a beautiful painting, you know that the artist who painted it has an appreciation for beauty. 
Who designed a beautiful sunset, f lower, or butterf ly? God did.

3. His Morality—Observe a young child touching a forbidden object. You can tell that the child knows that his behavior is 
wrong. Who gave him that inward sense of right and wrong? God did.

4. Our Longing for Perfection—All people are born with a longing for perfection. We search for abiding satisfaction and mean-
ing in many different ways, but we will only ever find them in an infinite God. Who implanted a deep need for a perfect 
and eternal relationship in all people? God did.

5. Our Spirituality—All people across the world reveal spiritual and religious needs and beliefs. Who gave them these deep 
spiritual needs? God did.

6. His Assurance—Think of a girl who receives a letter from a loved one. Does she doubt the reality or the love of the writer? 
No, because she has experienced the truth of the writer’s love in her own heart. Likewise, God’s people have experienced and 
been assured of the truth of God’s love in their hearts. Who communicated this love to those who believe in him? God did.

7. His Word of Truth—The Bible speaks to the spiritual needs of all people throughout history. It is also without error. Who 
proclaimed such infallible and heart-renewing truths in a way that can reach all people? God did.

8. His Plan of Salvation—The Bible speaks of salvation being freely and graciously given by God to sinners. God gave his only 
son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who willingly suffered and died to pay the full price to deliver his children from sin and its 
punishment and to grant them eternal life. This message is unique. Why does no other religion in the world offer salvation 
as a free gift to mankind? Who designed and implemented such a gracious plan of salvation? God did.

God is real. But is He real to you? If so, are you growing in knowing and loving God?

en
vi
ro

nm
en

tA
li
sm

Go
d’
s 

ex
ist

en
ce



JANUARY 2013 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 15

Contemporary issues • dr. david Murray

CatastrophiC  
ViCtory

how can a victory become a catastrophe? When it becomes 
the basis for self-confidence, false confidence, or overcon-
fidence. Examples abound and are easily spotted in such 
media-saturated areas as politics, sports, and business. 
however, if we look closely and think deeply enough, we 
can also find plenty of examples in churches and in the lives 
of individual Christians.

Church Catastrophe
A church starts growing, attracting admiring glances 
and even media attention, but when the pastor begins to 
take credit, boasting of numbers converted and counseled 
while scorning smaller churches and smaller pastors, wise 
Christians begin to tremble. They see painful catastrophe 
approaching in the midst of the confident triumphalism.

Perhaps this explains why the church of Christ is often 
defeated, divided, and depleted. God is saving her from the 
risk of catastrophic victory—a victory that would result in 
long-term harm rather than health.

In the Old Testament, God could have given Israel total 
victory. Instead, he allowed hostile nations to remain as 
thorns in Israel’s side to keep his people needy, humble, and 
looking to him for their salvation (Judg. 2:3–5). In the New 
Testament, God could have established perfect churches. 
Instead, we find the Corinthians, Galatians, Thessalonians, 
and so on with all their problems and needs. God allowed 
them to experience short-term “illness” to preserve their 
long-term health.

personal Catastrophe
After living a wildly immoral life, Julie is powerfully con-
verted to Christ through a co-worker’s testimony. God gives 
her a new heart and a “new mind” as she discovers an insa-
tiable appetite for theology. her overworked iPod is pump-
ing out sermons and lectures 24/7.

Within a few years, her theological maturity is easily 
recognized, and she is invited to lead the Young Mother’s 
Bible study. But she’s stunned at the spiritual weakness of 
most of the women, remarking that “they know so little, and 
do even less.” After a few years of frustrated lecturing—and 
diminishing attendance—she resigns in disgust. The pas-
tor gently admonishes her to seek more humility of mind, 
but she thinks, “What does that theologically inept pastor 
know about anything?” The only bright spot in the church 
is that married elder who really understands her and offers 
such warm sympathy….

Although we’d all love to be able to read, know, remem-
ber, and understand more, perhaps the Lord is saving us 
from catastrophic knowledge, a knowledge that would puff 
our souls up and out until they explode. Although we hanker 
for spiritual giftedness, maybe that would harm our spiritual 
fruitfulness.

Instead, like Paul, we are given thorns in our f lesh lest 
we become conceited (2 Cor. 12:7). This thorn kept Paul 
weak, needy, and constantly seeking Christ’s all-sufficient 
grace. While the devil can turn our victories into defeats, 
God can turn our defeats into victories.

Blessed defeat
According to the Kaufmann Foundation, about 50 percent 
of the Fortune 500 companies began during a recession. 
This partly explains why Clayton Christensen, a harvard 
Business school professor, has claimed that the present 
recession will “have an unmitigated positive impact on 
innovation…. The breakthrough innovations come when 
the tension is greatest and the resources are most limited. 
That’s when people are actually a lot more open to rethink-
ing the fundamental way they do business.” scarcity can be 
an opportunity, a boon rather than a bane.

That’s true in the spiritual realm as well; it is the f lip 
side to the risk of catastrophic victory. By God’s grace, the 
Christian can snatch victory from the jaws of defeat. We 
would not have Psalm 51 without David’s spiritual reces-
sion. We would not have Paul’s letters to the New Testament 
churches without their divisions and disasters. We would 
not have Peter’s sympathetic letters without his triple defeat 
at the hands of young servant girls.

I’ve seen churches lose half their members and their 
prayer meetings come alive. I’ve seen pastors leave churches 
in the lurch, transforming “coasting” elders into leaders. I’ve 
seen Christians lose their income and prosper spiritually. 
I’ve seen Christians lose loved ones in tragic circumstances 
and grow in love for God. I’ve seen a murderer sentenced to 
life imprisonment find true freedom in Christ.

spiritual recession, scarcity, and loss provide us with 
opportunity for spiritual breakthroughs and fundamental 
rethinking of our spiritual lives. Ask God to turn your 
defeat into a victory, your bane into a boon, and your reces-
sion into prosperity.

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Reprinted 
from Tabletalk with permission.



In 1 Chronicles 12:32, the men of the tribe of Issachar are 
described with these helpful words: “men that had under-
standing of the times, to know what Israel ought to do.” 
What an invaluable spiritual gift! There are many areas in 
which this gift can be of great service to the church of Jesus 
Christ. One of these areas is evangelism and missions in 
North America.

ConTexTuAlizATion
Missiologists believe that the best approach to missions 
is to study the culture of the people to be reached with 
the gospel. When we send a missionary to a third-world 
country, part of their training is to work on understanding 
the culture to which they will reach out. They often need 
several years to really get a feel for that particular culture. 
After all, their questions, concerns, and priorities are not 
necessarily the same as ours; this can come across in the 
mundane things as well as the larger things. In missions, 
this is called contextualization.

Contextualization as presented by many today is an over-
reaction to a colonial approach to missions that was to some 
degree present in earlier generations of missionaries. To 
generalize very broadly, colonialism is characterized by see-
ing yourself as the superior civilized person who has to train 
primitive backward people to be like yourself. Contextual-
ization, on the other hand, means adjusting to that culture 
rather than demanding them to adjust to yours.

This is often overdone in our times. After all, the golden 
calf in scripture was contextualization, too, and God con-
demns it as intolerable idolatry. Contextualizers often 
thoughtlessly adopt the modern idea that there is no such 
thing as truth that is universally true, and that every cultural 

expression is equally valid 
and valuable. The Emer-
gent Church movement is 
an example of how destruc-
tive this is in the church. 
There is little biblical about 
their views, because Christ 
transforms culture not by 
making us all cookie cutter 
copies of each other, but by 

taking the great truths that are valid in every culture and 
changing that culture accordingly.

undeRSTAndinG ouR TiMeS
To come back to the text, the men of Issachar in the days of 
the census reported in 1 Chronicles 12 understood the times 
and what needed to be done in light of the times. I wonder 
how many of us have taken the time to understand the times 
in which we live. Do words like postmodernism, relativism, 
consumerism, and hedonism mean anything to you? To be 
sure, you have felt their effects daily and have been influenced 
by them, even though you might not recognize these terms. 

Our churches are transitioning from their Dutch roots to 
being established North American denominations. This has 
its dangers as well as blessings. The danger is that we con-
form to the prevailing culture of this world rather than being 
transformed (Rom. 12:1–2). The blessing is that we become 
more diverse, so that God’s purpose of uniting every tongue, 
tribe, and kindred in Christ is ref lected in our membership.

exAMpleS
Perhaps you struggle with evangelism. You don’t know how 
to respond to the arguments of unbelievers at work, in your 
neighborhood, or in the family. Their way of thinking seems 
almost like a foreign language.

Let me give you an example. I am in the habit of listen-
ing to talk radio whenever I am in the car. It is a fascinating 
crash course on our culture, though at times you simply have 
to turn off the radio when the talk gets raunchy. Recently, 
the discussion was about homosexuality. What fascinated 
me was the exchange between the host and a man who was 
obviously familiar with the Bible, though it was not clear to 
me whether he was Christian or a member of a cult. (Unfor-
tunately, cults are well represented in southern Alberta.) 
The caller argued that homosexuality was wrong, and that 
therefore gay marriage was wrong, too. The host asked him, 
“Why do you think so?” The caller responded that we have 
to base our opinion on the Word of God, which says it is 
wrong. The host said, “That is just your opinion; the Bible 
is just another human book, as are all religious texts. What 
right do you have to tell others how to live their lives? Their 
desires and opinions are as valid and valuable as your own.” 
The caller at this point did not know what to say. Their 
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Understanding the Times

Contextualizers often 
thoughtlessly adopt the 
modern idea that there 
is no such thing as truth 
that is universally true, 
and that every cultural 
expression is equally 
valid and valuable.
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worldviews were clashing, and they were speaking past each 
other rather than engaging and convincing each other.

Another caller on the same program said, “You can’t tell 
me to stop loving my wife and children. Gay people love 
their spouses as much as we do. We just have to accept them 
the way they are, the way they are born.” The radio host was 
in total agreement with this.

A pReSSinG iSSue
This is going to be an increasingly pressing topic in our 
times. The church in many European countries is being 
increasingly hounded and harassed on this issue, and North 
American churches are next. In fact, it is already happening 
to some degree.

Would you be able to engage this radio host in meaning-
ful conversation? how would you answer? Just saying that 
the Bible says it will be dismissed as your private opinion. 
Of course, in the end we do have to say, “The Bible says….” 
But the key question is, how do we do this?

In Acts 17, the Apostle Paul showed that he understood 
the times. he went to Mars hill in Athens. Contrary to what 
the Emergent Church would have you believe, he preached 
the same message there as everywhere—repentance towards 
God and faith in Jesus Christ. he preached a crucified and 
risen savior. But he was gifted by God to recognize how to 
address that culture, how to get and keep their attention. 
Like the men of Issachar, he understood the times and what 
needed to be done. This is our great need in postmodern, 
relativistic, hedonistic, and consumerist North America.

evAnGelizinG ouR CulTuRe
so how do you speak of Christ as Lord to such people? 
Where do you begin? You can begin with a biblical view of 
pleasure. You can ask, “Do you know why you want plea-
sure? Because God created you for it. he created you for 
eternal life, in which streams of pleasure ever f low and 
boundless joys abide (Ps. 16). he created us to share in his 
pleasure, by glorifying him and loving others. But this 
sense of pleasure has been warped by sin. It has become 
self-serving and idolatrous. God calls us to repent, not of 
the love of pleasure, but of loving it idolatrously.”

The book of Ecclesiastes is valuable here. solomon tried 
it all. But he was forced to conclude, “Vanity of vanities, it 
is all empty, grasping of the wind.” Pleasure without God is 
empty, f leeting, and useless. The conclusion of the matter is 
to fear God and keep his commandments.

We see things only from our limited perspective; but 
God sees from all perspectives at once and reveals his 
truth, which is true for everyone, whether we want to rec-
ognize it or not. To be liberated from the tyranny of our 
private opinion, we need God’s opinion; we need Christ 
who is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). Without 
his truth, all that is left are hitler, stalin, and Mao. We 
can all recognize that there is truth in daily life. That is 
only possible if there is truth that is bigger than discon-
nected bits and pieces, truth that is as big as the universe 
itself. We do not have the right to do as we please. We were 
not created to find our own truth, but to live according to 
God’s truth.

There is much we can do to learn to speak to our times. 
Primary, of course, is knowing God’s Word. There are 
many good books written by Christians on how to interact 
with our times. No doubt your church library will have 
some.1 Otherwise, I am sure your pastor would love to 
recommend some. Dig in, so that you, too, by the grace 
of God, can learn how to understand the times and know 
what to say and do.

1. helpful books on personal evangelism and apologetics may be obtained from 
Reformation heritage Books, Grand Rapids, MI, U.s.A. www.heritagebooks.org and 
Reformed Book services, Brantford, Ontario, Canada www.reformedbookservices.ca.

Rev. Eric Moerdyk is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Monarch, Alberta. 
This article is reprinted from The Messenger.
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Characteristics of our Culture
Postmodernism is the idea that there is no such thing as 
truth. There is just personal opinion. No one’s opinion is 
any more valuable than others.

Relativism is simply another word for the same thing—
that no point of view is better than another.

Hedonism is the pursuit of pleasure. If there is no such 
thing as truth, then all you have to live for is pleasure. 
The Apostle Paul summarizes this philosophy this way: 
eat drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die. Many in 
our culture, especially in the part of Canada where I live, 
care only about the next beer and sporting event. sports is 
their idol, the golden calf of today. Cathedrals have been 
replaced with stadiums, and metal idols with sports jerseys. 
They care only about the next thrill.

Consumerism is the desire to buy and use stuff—you could 
also call it materialism. People increasingly want to own 
the nicer car, the cottage, the RV, the boat, and the latest 
clothes and gadgets.

<<
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ChurCh history | Dr. William VanDooDeWaarD

The gracious work of God in 
and through Thomas Boston 

(1676–1732) was perhaps most evident in his preaching. 
Boston’s weekly pulpit ministry ref lected a theologically 
rich and personally applied knowledge of the person and 
work of Christ. Of the sermons we still have, his f irst 
published sermon referring to Christ’s atoning work was 
The Everlasting Espousals (1715).1 In it Boston explains the 
atonement as the means by which “the lawful impediments 
of this match [the union between Christ and his elect] 
are all removed, at the Bridegroom’s expenses and pains.”2 
Boston declares:

Justice says, The bride is my debtor, and I will not 
forgive her; and forasmuch as she hath not to pay, she 
must be sold into the hand of vengeance to satisfy the 
debt, Matth. xviii. 25. she is my criminal, saith the law,  
and I will not pardon her; sentence of death is passed 
upon her, Gal. iii. 10…there must be an execution day 
before there can be a marriage day. she is my lawful 
prisoner, says the devil, and I will not give her up…. 
These were lawful impediments indeed, which, unre-
moved, would have put an effectual stop for ever to 
the match betwixt Christ and sinners; but his heart 
was intent upon the match, and therefore he sought to 
remove them out of the way.3

In his conclusion, Boston calls his hearers to faith in Christ 
as the means of removing “these lawful impediments”: “Ye 
must be espoused to Christ…there is no other way for sin-
ners to be re-instated in the favour of God…. The covenant 
is drawn with blood, the precious blood of the royal Bride-
groom: it is the New Testament in his blood. Behold how he 
loved his bride, in whom there was nothing lovely!”4

One of Boston’s early sermon series, initially preached 
at simprin and then for a second time in Ettrick, was 
revised and collated to create the Fourfold State.5 In these 
sermons, much like The Everlasting Espousals, Boston calls 
hearers to 

Consider how God dealt with his own son, whom he 
spared not, Rom. viii. 32. The wrath of God seized on 
his soul and body both, and brought him into the dust of 
death. That his sufferings were not eternal, flowed from 
the quality of the sufferer, who was infinite; and there-

fore able to bear, at once, the whole load of wrath; and 
upon that account his sufferings were of infinite value.6

In his notes on The Marrow of Modern Divinity Boston 
ref lects further on Christ’s work:

Our Lord Jesus Christ became surety for the elect in 
the second covenant, heb. viii. 22; and in virtue of that 
suretyship, whereby he put himself in the room of the 
principal debtors, he came under the same covenant of 
works as Adam did…. Thus Christ put his neck under 
the yoke of the law as the covenant of works, to redeem 
them who were under it as such. [Christ] made…sat-
isfaction of God’s justice, by payment of the double 
debt…namely, the debt of punishment, and the debt of 
perfect obedience….7

Particularly through study for preaching Boston gained 
increasing clarity not only on the atoning work of Christ, 
but also on the proclamation of this gospel in Christ. In 
his Memoirs, Boston recounts that, during the early period 
of his ministry at simprin, “I wanted to be satisfied in…
the doctrine of the grace of God in Christ…. [T]he Lord 
was pleased to give my heart a set toward the preaching of 
Christ…. I had several convictions of legality in my own 
practice.”8 he went on:

…after I was let into the knowledge of the doctrine of 
grace, as to the state and case of believers in Christ, I was 
still confused, indistinct, and hampered in it, as to the 
free, open, and unhampered access of sinners unto him.9

Boston’s reading of The Marrow of Modern Divinity in 
1700 was also profoundly inf luential in bringing him clar-
ity in understanding the offer of the gospel. The Everlast-
ing Espousals describes the covenant of grace as a marriage 
contract “drawn up already and signed by the Bridegroom, 
bearing his consent to match with the captive daughter of 
Zion.” Boston exhorted his hearers, “[T]he Royal Bride-
groom has signed this, and it is incumbent upon you to 
sign it likewise, consenting to take Christ as he is offered 
to you in the gospel; and so the espousals are made, Isa. 
xliv. 5.”10 Preaching from this passage, Boston pastorally 
encouraged hearers to come to the Christ whom he himself 
had increasingly come to know, telling them that the offer 
of salvation in Christ

Thomas Boston, Preacher of Christ (2)



…is indorsed and directed to you, and every one of 
you: therefore ye have a sufficient warrant to sign it for 
yourselves. What is your name? Wilt thou answer to the 
name of thirsty sinners? Then read your name, and see 
how it is directed to you, Isaiah lv. 1. ‘ho every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy and eat, yea come, buy wine and 
milk without money, without price.’ Wilt thou answer 
to the name of willing sinner? Then it is directed to you, 
Rev. xxii. 17, ‘Whosoever will, let him take of the water 
of life freely.’ Art thou called heavy-laden sinner? Arise 
then, the Master calleth thee, Matth. xi. 28, ‘Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.’ Is thy name whorish backslider? ‘Thou 
hast played the harlot with many lovers, yet return again 
unto me, saith the Lord,’ Jer. iii. 1. Art thou a lost sin-
ner? ‘The son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost,’ Luke xix. 10. Nay, art thou the chief of 
sinners? Even to thee is the word of this salvation sent; 
‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief,’ I Tim. i. 15. But, whatsoever artifice 
ye may use to disown these, or any of these to be your 
name; surely ye are men, sons of men; ye cannot deny 
that to be your name: therefore it is directed to you, and 
every one of you; ‘Unto you, O men, I call, and my voice 
is to the sons of men,’ Prov. viii. 4.11

Boston also emphasized the free nature of this universal 
gospel offer, calling hearers to realize that,

[F]or those whom he takes up, there is nothing to be 
got by them; it is of mere grace, absolutely free grace, 
that he takes notice of them to help them. They have 
not so much as to cover their nakedness. Observe, that 
the first covering the Lord casts upon the naked found-
ling, is the marriage-robe [Ezek. xvi. 8], the robe of his 
own righteousness. he does not delay the espousals till 
the bride be brought into a better and more honour-
able condition than he found her in, but takes her as 
she is in her miserable condition, and, espousing her, 
covers her nakedness; ‘I spread my skirt over thee, 
(betrothed thee unto me), and so covered thy naked-
ness.’ O the riches and freedom of grace!…this offer is 
made unto you all without exception. Christ is willing 
to be yours….12

In pointing his congregation to Christ, Boston emphasized 
the complete sufficiency of Christ for them. Compelled 
by the very Word of God, Boston could do no less than 
“tell every man…a saviour is provided for him.”13 David 
Lachman states, “[his] offers of Christ…were presented in 
terms as full and free, as earnest and pressing, as he could 
make them.”14 Not surprisingly, the more Boston was trans-
formed by the gospel, the more his life was characterized by 
this “relentless emphasis on the free offer of the gospel”—
a characteristic that marked him to his last preaching 
opportunity in 1732: physically ill, frail and weary, yet still 
preaching Christ from his bedroom window prior to his 
death.15 Boston ends his memoir with these words:

Upon the whole, I bless my God in Jesus Christ, that ever 
he made me a Christian, and took an early dealing with 
my soul; that ever he made me a minister of the gospel, 
and gave me some insight into the doctrine of his grace; 
and that ever he gave me the blessed Bible…“I have 
waited for Thy salvation, O Lord.”16

1. Thomas Boston, The Everlasting Espousals in The Complete Works of the 
late Reverend Thomas Boston, ed. samuel M’Millan, Vol. VII (London: William 
Tegg and Co., 1854), 491–519.

2. Boston, Everlasting Espousals, 496.
3. Boston, Everlasting Espousals, 496.
4. Boston, Everlasting Espousals, 518.
5. For a detailed history of the Fourfold State see Philip Graham Ryken, 

Thomas Boston as Preacher of the Fourfold State (Edinburgh: Rutherford house, 
1999), 57–85.

6. Boston, Fourfold State, 111.
7. Boston, The Marrow, 184–85.
8. Boston, Memoirs of Mr. Thomas Boston, 154–55.
9. Boston, Memoirs of Mr. Thomas Boston, 155–56.
10. Boston, Everlasting Espousals, 498.
11. Boston, Everlasting Espousals, 499.
12. Boston, Everlasting Espousals, 516–17.
13. Boston, The Marrow of Modern Divinity, 264.
14. Lachman, The Marrow Controversy, 136.
15. Ryken, Thomas Boston as Preacher of the Fourfold State, 306; Boston, 

Memoirs, 512.
16. Boston, Memoirs, 512; Gen. 49:18.

Dr. William VanDoodewaard is an associate professor of Church history at 
Puritan Reformed Theological seminary.
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Compelled by the very Word of God, Boston could do no less than  
“tell every man. . . a Saviour is provided for him.”



While some events in church history are widely known—for 
instance, the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth cen-
tury—other events and movements have since been forgotten 
even by those who can trace their spiritual roots to them. A 
good example of such a forgotten movement is the Dutch 
Further Reformation, which occurred in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. All Reformed denominations that have 
their origin in the Netherlands are in varying degrees heirs of 
that important spiritual movement. This being the case, it may 
be both instructive and interesting to give an overview of the 
Further Reformation in a series of articles.

The Name: Further Reformation
The “Nadere Reformatie,” as the Dutch call the movement, 
derives its name from its own representatives. For instance, 
in his brochure entitled Nadere Reformatie in Leer, Orde 
en Zeden, Jacobus Koelman summed up the desire which 
motivated him and many other concerned pastors in the 
Dutch Reformed Church for a more thorough and consistent 
reformation of doctrine, order, and morals.

The first Reformation had given the initial push toward 
restoration of true doctrine, worship, and life, but the need was 
felt to continue and intensify reformation. The word nadere, 
as used by Koelman, may have been derived from the English 
further as in further reformation, referring to the Puritan move-
ment to reform the Anglican Church. While for many years 
this Dutch movement was referred to as the second Reforma-
tion by English-speaking scholars, more recent Dutch church 
historians prefer the name Further Reformation.

The Historical Context
The Dutch Further Reformation must be seen in the context 
of a much broader movement that took place in Western 
Europe during the seventeenth century. One could say that 
it represents the Dutch phase of an international pietistic 
movement that swept through many Protestant denomina-
tions during that period. It has close affinities with German 
Pietism and even more so with British Puritanism, although 
there are also significant differences.

For many people, the word “pietism” has a negative and 
pejorative connotation. Like Puritanism with which it has 
many affinities, pietism is generally associated with asceti-
cism, fanaticism, and self-righteousness. sadly, this cari-
cature of pietism is still found in certain Reformed circles, 
although this negative attitude is slowly changing.

Pietism as Sub-Stream in Christianity
According to Ernest stoeff ler, “From the days of the apos-
tles we find running through the history of the Church what 
we might call an experiential tradition.”1 Pietism manifested 
itself during the Middle Ages in a mystical approach to 
life both in the monastery movement and the anti-clerical 
protest movements of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 
stoeff ler also views the Reformation as heavily impacted by 
this tradition and considers both Luther and Calvin as expe-
riential theologians. The Anabaptists, sometimes referred 
to as the radical wing of the Reformation, had their own 
version of pietism, as they relied in a rather unbalanced way 
on inward religion (inner light).

During the seventeenth century, stoeff ler says, it was 
pietism in its various manifestations that asserted itself 
throughout Protestantism. he writes:

Whether it was Puritanism in England and scotland, Fur-
ther Reformation in the Netherlands, or Pietism in Ger-
many, switzerland, the scandinavian countries, and later 
in North America, its main features were always the same: 
a strong emphasis on personal experience and holy living, 
the so-called praxis pietatis or practice of godliness. Not 
that doctrine and adherence to it was neglected. Rather it 
was assumed. Whether it was Lutheranism in Germany 
or Anglicanism in England or the Reformed faith in hol-
land, Pietism did not question any doctrines held by their 
respective churches, but saw the need to point out the 
danger of mere head-knowledge of the truth while being 
stranger to its saving and transforming power.2

Differences among Pietists
While all pietists shared a strong experiential emphasis, 
there were also significant differences within the movement. 
As time went on, Arminian tendencies developed, espe-
cially in Anabaptist circles. In Lutheranism, pietism often 
led to anti-church attitudes, while in England many Puritans 
ended up leaving the established church and became sepa-
ratists. Characteristic of the Dutch Further Reformation, 
however, was its love for and loyalty to the Reformed church 
despite its many weaknesses and deformities. Certainly, in its 
early stages, its leaders were consumed with zeal to reform 
that church from within, and secession was never an option.

The Roots of the Further Reformation
Among Dutch students of the Further Reformation there 
is a growing consensus to view the movement as a basically 

The Dutch Further 
Reformation (1)
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homegrown phenomenon, albeit with considerable input 
from Great Britain. What precipitated the Further Reforma-
tion, according to this school, was the sad decline in spiritual 
vitality and moral laxity of the bulk of the Dutch Reformed. 
When Arminians, Anabaptists, and even Catholics pointed 
out the glaring inconsistencies between Reformed faith and 
practice, the more serious among the pastors and lay people 
acknowledged that much of this criticism was justified and 
they resolved with God’s help to work towards change. They 
believed with all true Christians that sound doctrine must 
yield the fruit of holy living.

The Problem of Dead Orthodoxy
During the decades following the synod of Dort, the 
Reformed church was doctrinally sound, orthodoxy having 
been restored to all its pulpits. But the sad reality was that 
for many church members religion was more a matter of the 
head than the heart. They possessed a form of godliness while 
denying the power thereof; in fact, in all too many cases, they 
did not even have much intellectual knowledge of the truth.

The Further Reformation, therefore, was not so much a 
movement to restore the pure doctrines of scripture to the 
pulpit. Rather, its goal was to see those objective truths of 
God’s Word take hold of church members in such a way that 
the transforming power of the gospel could be seen in their 
private as well as public lives. Reform-minded pastors found 
much help in Puritan authors for their sermon-making as 
well as family devotions, help for problems with faith and 
assurance, marks of grace, prayer and meditation, etc.

The Mixed Blessing of the State Church
After an almost eighty-year war, the Netherlands had won 
independence from Catholic spain. One result was that 
Calvinism became the dominant religion within the United 
Provinces. Although the Reformed Church never became 
the established or state church in the fullest sense,3 it did 
enjoy several great advantages over its replaced rival, the 
Roman Catholic Church. It did have the support, be it ever 
so lukewarm, of the majority of the people.

This enabled the Reformed party to mobilize popular 
opposition to Catholic worship and other religious practices. 
It could also count on government support, which not only 
meant protection and preferential treatment over other reli-
gious entities, but also that Reformed ministers’ salaries were 
now paid by the state. The disadvantages were also consider-
able. The fact that ministers had to look to the government 
for financial support inevitably led to state interference with 
the internal affairs of the church. For instance, the church 
might see the need to convene a synod to discuss important 
matters, but the government was able to delay or even can-
cel such an assembly when it deemed it in her interest. The 
reason for this was that while the clergy was predominantly 
Calvinistic and thus concerned to maintain the autonomy of 
the church, the magistrates generally followed the Zwinglian 

idea of entrusting the rule and discipline of the church to the 
civil authorities. The latter were afraid that a centralization 
of the power of the church might exercise too much influence 
on the state. As Jonathan Israel points out,

…there was from the start a wide chasm between the 
Reformation of the Calvinist preachers and that of the 
regents…. Whereas the preachers followed Calvin, the 
regents preferred the Reformation of Erasmus…[and 
they] adhered, in their majority, to a mild, non-dogmatic 
Protestantism which accepted that there should be only 
one protected public Church, but not that society, and 
the individual, should be rigorously ordered theologically 
to its control.4

We see here remnants of the ancient contest between church 
and state, which had been a major issue throughout the 
Middle Ages. Also in the Reformed church, there were 
members of the clergy who would have liked to subordinate 
the state to the interests of the church. But they were never 
able to attain that goal. As it turned out, the contest resulted 
ultimately in the strangulation of the church by the state, a 
factor that was to play a key role in the Further Reformation 
and also later during the time of the secession.

In the course of the Arminian controversy, the adherents 
of this heresy were able to ally themselves with magistrates 
of the Zwinglian persuasion. When the tide at last turned 
against the Arminians, the result was that both the pol-
ity and the heresy were rejected, because of the coup d’état 
effected by Prince Maurice who took the side of the orthodox 
Reformed. But this apparent victory, while sweet, did not 
alter the fact that the great synod itself had been convened 
by authority of the states General and that the actions of the 
synod were subject to its control and approval.

The old Zwinglian ideas and ideals were by no means 
banned but only weakened; they persisted and the civil 
authorities continued to exercise extensive control over the 
church until she had been reduced to little more than a 
department of the state. Formerly, there was a recognition 
that since both church and state were divine institutions 
they had to cooperate in obedience to God’s Word. But in 
actual practice, there was an ongoing struggle for control. 
In this struggle, the spirit of the age was on the side of the 
state so that it was bound to emerge the victor in the end. 
It was this ever encroaching power of the government over 
the church that proved to be a great impediment for the 
men of the Further Reformation in their efforts to promote 
the spiritual and moral health of both church and society.

1. F. Ernest stoeffler, The Rise of Evangelical Pietism, (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1971), 6.
2. Ibid., 7–8.
3. Ibid., 368.
4. Jonathan I. Israel, The Dutch Republic, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995), 369.

Rev. Cornelis Pronk is an emeritus minister of the Free Reformed churches. 
This article is reprinted from The Messenger.
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Finding Faithful Elders and Deacons
Thabiti M. Anyabwile
Every church leader knows the qualifications for elders and 
deacons that are spelled out in the Bible, but actually finding 
other leaders who fulfill the biblical qualifications can be diffi-
cult. Writing from experience as a pastor and elder, the author 
aims to show how to identify and reproduce legitimate leaders 
and willing servants throughout the ranks of the local church.

(Crossway, PB, 173 pgs) $10.99 | $8.00

Reading Religious Affections — Craig Biehl
have you ever put a book down and thought, “Wow, that’s 
deep. I wish I had a friend who could walk me through 
this book and explain it point by point”? Craig Biehl has 
done precisely that. Furthermore, he has done it for one of 
the most important books ever written: Religious Affections. 
Biehl’s study guide helps you to understand the historical 
situation of Edwards’s day. It walks you through Edwards’s 
teachings in easy-to-follow outlines mingled with choice 

quotes from Edwards. After each section he presents several questions for 
personal meditation or small-group discussion. Biehl’s book is heartily rec-
ommended as a companion volume for all who would read, understand, and 
apply Edwards’s masterpiece. (solid Ground, PB, 144 pgs) $18.00 | $11.20

Pray, Plan, Prepare, Preach: Establishing and  
Maintaining Priorities in the Preaching Ministry
Iain D. Campbell
Rarely has so much preaching common sense—sadly not 
so common today—been found in so few pages. Drawing 
from his extensive pastoral experience and his wide histori-
cal reading, Campbell gives pastors young and old plenty to 
think about and work on as they serve God and his church 
in the study and pulpit. Many preachers and, eventually, 

many souls will thank God for this book.
(Day One, PB, 96 pages) $10.00 | $7.00

A Faith That Endures — Brian Croft
While you know that true faith perseveres to the end, are 
you questioning whether you can face another day of pain-
ful trials, difficulties, and adversities? This careful study of 
hebrews 11 and the Old Testament heroes of our faith is 
designed to stimulate enduring faithfulness to Christ in the 
lives of weary and hurting Christians.

(Day One, PB, 110 pgs) $9.00 | $7.00

Kings, Pharaohs and Bandits
Brian Edwards and Clive Anderson
Treasure that is not jewels, bandits’ gold, mysterious writing, 
and dead bodies all wrapped up helps us to understand the 
world of the Old Testament. In this installment of the Foot-
steps of the Past series, see the fantastic pharaohs, the horrible 
pictures of the Assyrians, the elegant drinking vessels of the 
Persians, and more. And learn about a world that has passed 

by solving puzzles and coloring pictures. (Day One, PB, 33 pgs) $6.00 | $4.50

Princeton and the Work of the Christian Ministry
Selected & Introduced by James M. Garretson
Through sermons, articles, and essays, this book highlights 
the doctrinal convictions that shaped a seminary known for 
its piety and learning. Volume 1 includes, among others, 
32 pieces from two of Princeton’s most influential teach-
ers—Archibald Alexander and samuel Miller. Volume 2 
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Suffering and Sovereignty: 
John Flavel and the Puritans 
on Afflictive Providence
Brian H. Cosby
John Flavel wrote extensively 
on the subject of human suf-
fering and how it relates to 
divine sovereignty. he himself 
experienced great suffering 
through the deaths of three 

wives and a son and continual persecution from 
state officials. Because many of his writings deal 
directly with the theme of suffering and because of 
his own experience with it, Flavel is a significant 
resource for understanding a Puritan theology of 
human suffering and divine sovereignty.

In this book, Brian h. Cosby examines Fla-
vel’s teachings on suffering and how that theology 
translated into practical application for suffering 
believers. serious consideration is given to issues 
related to the origin and nature of suffering, how 
it relates to divine sovereignty, God’s purpose for 
it, how people were encouraged to respond to it, 
and the benefits of comfort and consolation such 
understandings produce in believers. Cosby ably 
gathers these elements together so as to present  
a Puritan theology of suffering drawn from Fla-
vel’s writings.

(176 pages, PB) $20.00 | $15.00

Reformed Confessions of  
the 16th and 17th Centuries  
in English Translation:  
Volume 3, 1567–1599
Compiled and Introduced by  
James T. Dennison Jr.
This is the third volume of 
James T. Dennison’s Reformed 
Confessions project, which 

compiles numerous Reformed confessions of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries translated 
into English. For many of these texts, this is their 
debut in the Anglo-saxon vernacular. It provides 
the English-speaking world a richer and more 
comprehensive view of the emergence and matu-
ration of Reformed theology in these foundational 
centuries—foundational centuries for Reformed 
thought and foundational summaries of Reformed 
doctrine for these centuries. 

Each confessional statement is preceded by a 
brief introduction containing necessary historical 
and bibliographical background. The confessions 
are arranged chronologically, with this third vol-
ume presenting twenty-three documents covering 
the years 1567–1599.

(800 pages, hB) $50.00 | $38.00

New rhB Books



Jay T. Collier & Joel r. Beeke

includes nearly forty works from a range of faculty and friends such as 
Gardiner spring, James W. Alexander, Charles hodge, A. A. hodge,  
B. B. Warfield, J. Gresham Machen, and Geerhardus Vos.

(Banner, hB, 2 vols., 1,348 pgs) $59.00 | $45.00

Love Oliver — Andy and Jennifer Gill
The authors tell the story of their “gorgeous boy” 
Oliver, who lived just five-and-a-half months before 
dying on Christmas Day due to a rare form of cancer. 
In his short life he gathered 2,400 friends on Face-
book and made a lasting impression on many with 
his smile and courage. his parents relate a journey 
of joys and sorrows, recognizing God’s all-powerful 
and loving sovereignty.

(Christian Focus, PB, 126 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

Matthew Henry: His Life and Influence
Allan Harman
Matthew henry’s Commentary abides today as a clas-
sic exposition of the scriptures. Many people, from 
George Whitefield to Charles spurgeon to the mod-
ern reader, have found doctrinal wisdom and experien-
tial refreshment in its pages. But few know the author 
and his Puritan roots. Allan harman’s biography puts 

in our hands a wealth of information about Matthew henry. here we 
discover his godly father, Philip henry; his upbringing during times 
of persecution; and his faithful pastoral ministry in Chester, England. 
This book will be of great interest to historians, students of the Puri-
tans, pastors, and thousands of others who continue to benefit from  
henry’s Commentary. (Christian Focus, PB, 207 pgs) $15.00 | $8.20

The Church: Why Bother? — Jeffrey D. Johnson
This book provides clear biblical instruction on the 
nature, purpose, and functions of the local church. 
Like a carpenter refinishing a classic piece of fur-
niture, Jeffrey Johnson strips away layers of human 
tradition and worldly wise philosophy to restore our 
view of the church to its biblical simplicity. In this 
book the church shines!

(solid Ground, PB, 155 pgs) $14.00| $9.80

The Biblical Counseling Movement after Adams
Heath Lambert
The author, who was the first scholar to analyze the 
biblical counseling movement’s development from 
within, shows how refinements in framework, meth-
odology, and engagement style are changing the face 
of the biblical counseling movement, producing a 
second generation of counselors who are increasingly 
competent to counsel.

(Crossway, PB, 220 pgs) $17.99 | $12.50

Soul Recreation: The Contemplative-Mystical 
Piety of Puritanism — Tom Schwanda
While mystical ideas must always be sifted with bibli-
cal discernment, it is undeniable that the Reformed 
and Puritan tradition contains a richly experiential 
emphasis on delighting in God through Christ. Tom 
schwanda has done us a great service in probing that 
tradition in this study of Isaac Ambrose in his his-

torical context. he offers a nuanced explanation of Ambrose’s view of 
being ravished with Christ, the Bridegroom of the church. he encour-

ages evangelicals to return to our Reformed roots in order to grow in 
authentic spirituality. (Wipf and stock, PB, 291 pages) $35.00 | $28.00

C. H. Spurgeon’s Forgotten Prayer Meeting 
Addresses — C. H. Spurgeon
This volume contains 22 of spurgeon’s prayer meeting 
addresses that appeared in his magazine, The Sword 
and the Trowel from 1904 to 1911, as well as an addi-
tional 15 Metropolitan Tabernacle sermons that were 
published in the magazine between 1889 and 1911.

(Day One, hB, 291 pgs) $30.00 | $17.50

An Exposition of the Parable of the Sower  
in Matthew 13 — Samuel Stennett
In this newly typeset volume, which includes a mem-
oir of the author, the London Baptist pastor (1728–
1795) treats this parable in six discourses. In these 
he gives a concise overview of parables and cautions 
concerning allegory, provides the leading ideas, and 
then examines the four “soils” or kinds of hearers—the 
inattentive, the enthusiastic, the worldly minded, and 

the sincere. he also provides counsel for those attending to the ministry 
of the Word. (Particular Baptist, hB, 224 pgs) $21.00 | $18.50
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An impossible 
Assignment

Imagine you are at school. The teacher stands at the front 
of the classroom with some paper in her hands. she explains 
that you will be working on a project. Every day you will 
do a different assignment, and at the end of the month the 
papers will be assembled into a booklet. You want to do your 
very best. The teacher hands out the first page. You concen-
trate very hard and try your best…but you make a mistake! 
You erase it, but you can still see the outlines on your paper. 
You rub the eraser over the faint pencil lines again, but this 
time the paper tears. You become discouraged; you have 
barely begun and already you have ruined the first page!

At the beginning of a new year, the days on the calen-
dar are blank. We do not know what will fill each day. We 
want to have a great new year. Perhaps we make resolutions 
(promises to ourselves) to do good things and to stop bad 
habits. But before long, we fall back into our old patterns 
and we make mistakes. We can try our best—even asking 
the Lord to help us—but there will be disappointments and 
setbacks simply because we are not perfect; no human being 
is without fault.

have you ever promised yourself that you would become 
more serious about seeking the Lord? Maybe a sermon 
touched your conscience, or your parents spoke seriously 
to you and you realized the necessity of salvation. That is 
good, for it is the most important matter in your life. The 
problem is that we soon make a mess of things, just like 
our imaginary project at school. We can have the best of 
intentions, but sooner or later, we fail. so, does that mean 
we should not make resolutions? should we not try at all to 
stop bad habits and form good habits? should we give up 
trying to seek the Lord? If we know we are going to make 
mistakes, should we not even try? The answer is no; giv-
ing up would be a fatal mistake. It is true, we cannot keep 
our resolutions. We might resolve to seek the Lord, but we 
will quickly realize that our heart is not inclined to follow 
God and his commandments. This is an important truth 
to discover about ourselves. however, when we realize that 
we are not really willing to follow God, we should not shrug 
our shoulders and turn away from him. Rather, we should 
f lee to the Lord Jesus Christ, the only savior of sinners. We 
will never be successful at obeying God without Jesus. We 
need help. The good news is that God has promised to give 
us salvation when we ask for it. “Ask, and it shall be given 
you… For every one that asketh receiveth…” (Matthew 
7:7a, 8a). We cannot save ourselves; we cannot wash away 
our own sins; we cannot do anything without sinning. But 

that does not mean there is no hope. There is hope in the 
savior! “But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD” 
(Psalm 62:2a).

Imagine again that you are at school. The teacher is 
handing out the next paper for your project. Pretend this 
time that as the teacher describes your assignment, she 
is speaking a language you have never heard before! It is 
impossible for you to complete the paper, even though you 
want to. someone has to help you. Now imagine that an 
interpreter explains the assignment to you. You can finally 
understand what is required and then you are able to do the 
assignment correctly.

In a way, this is like our predicament. We are unable 
to complete the task God has given us, which is to glorify 
him in everything we think, say, and do. We cannot seek 
him. We don’t even want anything to do with him. Our 
sin proves that our hearts are set against him.

We do not deserve any good thing from God. Yet God 
is so good and kind that he sent his son into this wicked 
world to suffer and die in the place of guilty sinners. Not 
only that, but because we cannot obey God or turn to him, 
he sends his holy spirit to prepare our hearts for the Lord 
Jesus. have you ever been amazed at the goodness of God? 
have you felt sorry for the sin found in your heart? I hope 
you do not think you are capable of seeking God success-
fully, or of pleasing him on your own. You will make a mess 
of things. “There is not a just man [or woman, boy, or girl] 
upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not” (Ecclesiastes 
7:20). have you ever confessed your sins and your sinfulness 
to God? have you ever cried out to God for mercy? If you 
have, the Bible has good news for you: Jesus said, “For the 
son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Matthew 18:11). Do you wish to be one of God’s children? 
Do you want to have all your sins washed away? Are you sad 
because you cannot obey God perfectly? Ask God to give 
you this free gift of a new heart. God is more than willing 
to give you a new heart, but he wants you to ask for it: 
“Thus saith the Lord GOD: I will yet for this be enquired 
of by the house of Israel, to do it for them” (Ezekiel 36:37a). 
Bow your knees, fold your hands, close your eyes, and pray. 
You can do that—and you must do it. It is a matter of life 
and death. And God has promised to hear and answer our 
prayers (Luke 11:1–13)! Do not neglect this great salvation 
in 2013, dear children. It is the only way to be truly happy.

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For our Children • diana Kleyn
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A little  
Sinner Saved

One day, when Johnny was about three years old, his father was speaking to him about the 
savior, Jesus. “Johnny, the Lord Jesus came into the world to save sinners—little sinners like 
you, and big sinners like me.”

Johnny looked intently at his father and asked, “What is a sinner?”
Tenderly, the father answered, “You are a sinner, Johnny.”
“No I’m not!” the little boy protested. After a pause, he added, “What is a sinner?”
The father explained, “sometimes, when Mommy or Daddy asks you to do something, you 

don’t want to do it. That is sin. sometimes you do things you know you are not allowed to do. That 
is also sin. Any little boy or girl who sins is a sinner. God created us to love and serve him. God 
wants us to obey him as well as our parents. sin makes God sad and angry.”

As Johnny thought about this, he began to cry. he climbed into his father’s lap and sobbed 
as though his little heart would break. Gently stroking Johnny’s head, the man asked what 
caused his tears. Johnny only wept harder, and clung tightly to his father who then inquired, 
“have you discovered who is a little sinner?”

Johnny nodded sadly.
“Who is a little sinner?” persisted the man.
“I am a little sinner,” admitted the boy.
“Then the gospel is good news for you, my son, for it tells you about the Lord Jesus, the 

sinner’s friend.” simply and prayerfully, the father told his young son about the savior. Eagerly 
and trustingly, Johnny listened. This was the beginning of the holy spirit’s work in the life of 
this young boy. 

When Johnny was seven, he attended some revival meetings with his father. Many people were 
gathered to hear the gospel of salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ; many were led by the holy spirit 
to faith and repentance. Johnny was one of those who confessed Jesus to be his only savior. That 
evening, the father questioned Johnny. “What is it that you believe, son?”

“I believe that Jesus is the son of God, and that he died on the cross for sinners. I believe 
that God the Father raised him from the dead, and that he is now at the right hand of God 
in heaven. he is Lord of lords and King of kings. I believe this with all my heart.”

Giving thanks to God, the father posed another question. “Johnny, are your sins forgiven?”
Thoughtfully, Johnny responded, “I don’t know.”
About a week later, Johnny said to his father, “I believe more now.”
“What do you believe now, my dear boy?”
“I believe with all my heart, like I told you last week, that Jesus is the son of God who died 

on the cross for sinners, and that God raised him from the dead and that he is at the right 
hand of the Father. And I believe that God has forgiven my sins for Jesus’ sake. I am not afraid 
to meet God.”

Dear children, Johnny was young when the holy spirit began his saving work in his heart. 
he was only seven years old. have you ever confessed to God that you are a sinner? have your 
sins been washed away? Is the Lord Jesus your savior? You are not too young! “I love them that 
love me; and those that seek me early shall find me” (Proverbs 8:17).

Adapted from Charles Edward hammond, A Wonderful Field and Other Stories (London: The Gospel Book Depot, n.d., 150–51).

Story for Children



so, that saturday, Frankie played with his little sister, helped his mother, and did his 
homework. Everything was going very well and he thought being good was quite easy. his 
father would be proud of him! he thought to himself, “I have been so good today! I really 
wanted to play in the woods with my friends, but I played with my little sister instead so 
Mom could get her work done. I did all my homework without complaining. I even helped 
Mom with some chores.”

Frankie thought with a smile how his father would praise him for all this. he wondered, 
as he washed up for dinner, if his father would reward him for his good behavior. As Frankie 
was pulling up a chair at the table, his older brother, who had noticed Frankie’s good deeds 
that day, laughed at him and said, “Take a seat, saint Frankie!”

Frankie’s “goodness” could not stand that remark, and soon the boys were tussling on 
the ground.

Frankie thought, like many children, that he merely needed to try his best and do some 
good things in order to become acceptable in God’s sight. he forgot that he had a sinful 
heart. he thought he could keep himself from temptation and sin. he did a few good things, 
and then he became proud. his resolutions crumbled at a teasing remark from his brother, 
and his “good” day came to a quick end.

Frankie learned an important lesson about himself that day. Like him, have you dis-
covered that you have a sinful heart? have you confessed this to the Lord and asked him 
to forgive your sins? has he given you a clean heart? “Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10).

Adapted from Richard Newton, The Safe Compass and How it Points (Edinburgh: W.P. Nimmo, hay, & Mitchell, n.d., 35–36).

Story for Children

There was once a boy named Frankie who 
determined to see if, for one day, he could 
be really good. he did not kneel down in 
the morning and ask God to help him, 
though; he just thought to himself, “I will 
be good today.” he believed it would be 
easy enough.
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Frankie’s  
Good efforts



6 2 7

5 1 3

9 4 8

Banner Puzzles & Questions:  
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 Crescent St. NE,  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your  
puzzle answers to:

Look up the Scripture passages to find the missing  
words. When you study the puzzle, you will notice  
that each number has several answers. That is  
because they branch out in different directions.  
Use the compass to figure out which way  
the words will fit in the puzzle. Each word  
has five letters so the last letter becomes  
the first letter of another, or is the  
same as the last letter of another.  
Every answer for Number  
One begins with W, and  
has been placed in the  
box to start you off.

1. N: “Cause the  _ _ _ _ _ to rest” (Isaiah 28:12). 
1. NE: “For the  _ _ _ _ _ of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).
1. E: “seek ye the Lord  _ _ _ _ _ he may be found” (Isaiah 55:6).
1. SE: “For God so loved the  _ _ _ _ _” ( John 3:16).
1. S: “With faith and love  _ _ _ _ _ is in Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 1:14).
1. SW: “Draw water out of the  _ _ _ _ _ of salvation” (Isaiah 12:3).
1. W: “he…filleth thee with the finest of the  _ _ _ _ _” (Psalm 147:14).
1. NW: “More than they that  _ _ _ _ _ for the morning” (Psalm 130:6).
2. N: “ _ _ _ _ _ yourselves unto the Lord” (2 Chronicles 30:8).
2. E: “Revive thy work in the midst of the  _ _ _ _ _” (habakkuk 3:2).
3. E: “Thou art my God, I will  _ _ _ _ _ thee” (Psalm 118:28).
3. S: “Cause me to understand wherein I have  _ _ _ _ _” ( Job 6:24).
4. S: “I stretch forth my  _ _ _ _ _ unto thee” (Psalm 143:6).
4. W: “O Lord God of  _ _ _ _ _, hear my prayer” (Psalm 84:8).
5. W: shew me a  _ _ _ _ _ for good” (Psalm 86:17).
5. N: “ _ _ _ _ _ me thy paths” (Psalm 25:4).
6. SW: “so he bringeth them unto their desired  _ _ _ _ _” (Psalm 107:30).
6. NE: “LORD, I have  _ _ _ _ _ for thy salvation” (Psalm 119:166).
6. E: “Whoso trusteth in the Lord,  _ _ _ _ _ is he” (Proverbs 16:20).
7. NW: “Look unto me, and be ye  _ _ _ _ _” (Isaiah 45:22).
7. SE: “My meditation of him shall be  _ _ _ _ _” (Psalm 104:34).
7. S: “Cause thy face to  _ _ _ _ _” (Psalm 80:3).
8. NE: “he hath not  _ _ _ _ _ with us after our sins” (Psalm 103:10).
8. SW: “And forgive us our  _ _ _ _ _” (Matthew 6:12).
8. W: “O the  _ _ _ _ _ of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge  

of God!” (Romans 11:33).
9. SE: “Order my  _ _ _ _ _ in thy word” (Psalm 119:133).
9. NW: “Worthy is the Lamb that was  _ _ _ _ _” (Revelation 5:12).
9. N: “humble yourselves in the  _ _ _ _ _ of the Lord” ( James 4:10).

NW N NE

W  ☼   E
sW   s   sE

puzzle

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
 1. heir, kill, caught, 

cast, vineyard, slew
 2. stone, rejected,  

head, corner
 3. suffer
 4. reign
 5. despised, sorrows, 

acquainted, grief, 
esteemed

 6. words
 7. wrath, thrust
 8. besought, depart
 9. refused

10. stumbling, rock, 
offence

11. carpenter, offended
12. away
13. received
14. reproach, delight
15. come, life
16. hearken, voice, none
17. stretched, forth,  

disobedient,  
gainsaying

18. “he was manifested 
to take away our 
sins” (1 John 3:5).

Thanks again to all who sent in their puzzle answers!
 Emily Beeke
 James Beeke
 Marianna Beeke
 sarah Beeke
 Audrey Bilkes
 Lauren Bilkes
 Malachi Bilkes (2)
 seth Bilkes
 Zach Bilkes

Phillip Boerkoel
silvia Boerkoel
Becky Boot
shelly Boot
Alexander Eckhardt
Calum Morrison
Anna stubbe
Derrick stubbe
heidi stubbe

Kaitlyn stubbe (2)
Rachel stubbe (2)
sara stubbe (2)
Katie Van Brugge
Meghan VanDalen
Melanie VanDalen
Rosanna VandenBerg
Amy Vrugteveen
Audrey Zevenbergen (2)
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Obituaries
BERMAN, Jeanette, aged 97, passed away on Tuesday, 
December 4, 2012 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. she was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, James D. Berman. surviving 
are her daughters—Patricia Berman, Lillian (Brian) Zeven-
bergen, Cheryl Berman; sisters—Elizabeth Van Ree, Edith 
Bazen; sisters-in-law—Dorothy DeMaagd, Willie Berman, 
Dikkie Berman, and several relatives in the Netherlands. 
Grandchildren—Jeff (Amy) Zevenbergen, Kristin (Ellis) 
Meschke, Kara (Darryl) Dedert, Carly (Albert) Koster, 
Nathan (holli) Zevenbergen, Zachary Zevenbergen, Tara 
(Brandon) DeBraber; 14 great-grandchildren. (Dr. J. R. 
Beeke, hebrews 9:27–28; Rev. J. Zippro, Matthew 5:3–4).

TEUNISSEN, Grace E., aged 55, passed away on Wednes-
day, November 21, 2012, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. she is 
survived by her son, Jamie Teunissen; Brothers/sisters—Jim 
(Bonnie) Teunissen, Rita spoolstra, Gert Teunissen (Mike 
Drozdowski) Berniece DeLong, C. Lee (Robyn) Teunis-
sen, Jacoba (John) Alberts, Joyce Teunissen, Betty (Rafael) 
DelCastillo, Janice (Mike) Kunst, and Rose Teunissen. A 
memorial service was held on Friday, November 30, 2012. 
(Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag, Romans 6:23).

VANDENHEUVEL, Martinus (Martin) passed away at 
southlake Regional health Centre, Newmarket, on saturday, 
November 3, 2012, at 84 years of age. Beloved husband of 
Joan. Dear father of Corry (Don) howe, Janna Ness (Ted 
hopcroft), Marjanna (late Bill) Palmer and stephanie (Mark) 
D’Ambrosio. Lovingly remembered by 11 grandchildren and 
4 great-grandchildren. Dear brother of late Albert, late Jenny 
VanderKraats, steefje Verhoeff and Ita Koot. (Rev. Don 
Overbeek, Psalm 27:4; John 11:25–26.)
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News  &  Announcements
BOUND COPIES OF “BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH”

Once again, we make available to our Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth readership 
the possibility of purchasing bound copies of this periodical. Please place a check 
in the box corresponding to the option(s) in which you are interested and forward 
to the subscription manager by January 31, 2013.

q Enclosed please find $30.00 for the binding of the 2012 issues of the Banner of Sovereign
     Grace Truth. My ten issues are enclosed.
q Enclosed please find $50.00 ($30.00 for binding and $20.00 for a set of ten issues) for  
     a bound copy of the ten 2012 issues of the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth.
q I would like to pre-order a bound set of 2013 issues of the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth.
     Please put my name on reserve, and I will forward you $50.00 upon receiving the bound
     volume in early 2014, D.V.
q Please charge my VIsA/MC: #                                                                                    
     Exp. Date                     signature                                                                                

Name                                                                                                                                      
street                                                                                                                                      
City                                                                                                                                         
state/Province/Country                                     Zip/Postal Code                                          

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GR ACE TRUTH
540 Crescent st. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.s.A.

the VOice Of MelOdy
A collection of hymns, classical,  

and spiritual pieces

Debut CD from Tiffany Delooff with Peter Wildeman and 
Joost van Belzen on piano and Wim de Penning on syn-
thesizer. Order today for $20.00! www.tiffanydelooff.com; 
dtdelooff@gmail.com.

WOMen’s cOnference
The women of the Jordan hRC extend a warm invitation to all ladies to attend the 
Women’s hRC Conference to be held D.V. Tuesday, April 23, 2013 at the Jordan herit-
age Reformed Church, 4171 15th street, Jordan station, Ontario. The theme “heart and 
hands for God’s Glory” will be highlighted by speakers Kara Dedert, mother of four pre-
cious children, and Gail MacLaurin, Executive Director of Elisha house Pregnancy and 
Family support Centre in Niagara. Registration and coffee commence at 9:30 a.m.; a hot 
lunch will be provided. Cost (estimated at $25 Us or Canadian funds) can be paid on arrival. 
Please register before April 12 with Johanna Denhertog at hrcjwomensconference@gmail.
com or (905) 228-0619. We look forward to seeing many of you there!

heritage spring retreat
Mark your calendars. The 5th annual heritage spring Retreat will be held Monday, May 
20 through Thursday, May 23, 2013, the Lord willing. The location will again be the 
Circle-square Ranch near Brantford, Ontario. Please watch for details and check www.
heritageretreat.ca for updates. Topics will center on the theme: Striving to be Holy in Our 
Daily Life. We look forward to seeing you in May for, what we trust and pray, will be a 
spiritually profitable time.

— heritage spring Retreat Organizing Committee

pastOr al calls
REV. DAVID LIPsY received a pastoral call from the 
Chilliwack hRC.

REV. JOhNNY sERAFINI received a pastoral call from the 
heritage Reformed Congregation of hull, Iowa.

teachers needed
REhOBOTh Christian school in Copetown, Ontario 
invites applications for the 2013/2014 academic year:

Elementary: Classroom Teacher, Educational Assis-
tant; secondary: English Teacher, special Education 
Teacher; Other Potential Positions

For more information about Rehoboth, visit our website at 
www.rehoboth.on.ca. Please send a cover letter, resumé, and 
statement of faith to the attention of: Mr. R. Roth, Principal, 
198 Inksetter Road P.O. Box 70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0.  
t. 905.627.5977; f. 905.628.4422; e. principal@rehoboth.on.ca.

JORDAN Christian school is receiving applications for 
secondary positions for the coming 2013–2014 school year. 
We are a small JK–12 school nestled among the vineyards 
and orchards of the Niagara Peninsula, just outside of st. 
Catharines, Ontario. Next year we need to fill approx-
imately 1.5 positions, and we are looking for energetic 
teachers qualified in the areas of science, French, and busi-
ness. If you are committed to teaching from a Reformed 
worldview and are interested in joining our teaching team, 
we welcome your application. Please include in your resumé 
package, a statement of faith, as well as a philosophy of 
education, and send it to principal, Mr. Mark Fintelman: 
jcschool@talkwireless.ca, or Education Committee secre-
tary, Mr. John Berman: john@tremontwood.com.

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed  
free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received. Other announcements and/or  
requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.
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natiOnal neWs
1 IN 5 AmERICANS ARE RElIGIOUSly  
UNAFFIlIATED, SURVEy FINDS
According to a recent poll, more 
Americans than ever say they don’t 
identify with an organized religion, a 
trend that is growing among all seg-
ments of the population. One in five 
American adults, or 19.6% of the pop-
ulation, are now religiously unaffiliated, a Pew Center/PBs survey finds. 
Atheists and agnostics now make up about 6% of the U.s. population.

The number of unaffiliated is now at its highest point ever and 
has increased 5% in the past five years, according to Pew researchers. 
Further, the 46 million Americans who no longer identify with a reli-
gion aren’t looking to join a different one. “Overwhelmingly, they [the 
non-affiliated] think that religious organizations are too concerned 
with money and power, too focused on rules, and too involved in 
politics,” the survey said.

But a vast majority of those who describe themselves as religiously 
unaffiliated (68%) still believe in God.

The survey focuses on Christian religions: Catholics, Protestants, 
and evangelical Protestants. Though people under 30 are the most likely 
to identify as unaffiliated, with 33% saying they are not associated with 
a religion, the trend has expanded across all segments of the population. 
That includes men and women, college graduates and non-college grad-
uates, and those making $75,000 and those less than $30,000 per year. 
It has also grown in “all major regions of the country,” the poll found.

The religiously unaffiliated have also become an increasingly 
important segment of the electorate, the poll found. some 60% of 
registered voters who are religiously unaffiliated are Democrats, the 
poll found. They are also far more likely to be socially liberal, with 
73% saying they support same-sex marriage and 72% supporting a 
woman’s right to abortion. (Examiner.com)

SURVEyS: EVANGElICAl ElECTORATE VOTE INCREASES
Two national post-election surveys show an increase in the evangelical 
turnout in 2012. According to “how the Faithful Votes: 2012 Pre-
liminary Analysis,” released by the Pew Research Center, the percent-
age of white evangelicals voting in the presidential election bumped 
slightly upward, from 23 percent of all voters in 2008 to 24 percent in 
2012. Of those, 79 percent voted for Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Rom-
ney, while 20 percent said they voted for President Obama. That’s 
roughly equal to the number of evangelicals who said they voted for 
George W. Bush in 2004, but more than former sen. John McCain 
received in his presidential bid in 2008 (73 percent).

The Faith and Freedom Coalition, an organization in Duluth, Ga., 
dedicated to educating and mobilizing people of faith to be effective 
citizens, had slightly different numbers. Its polling data revealed that 
the evangelical vote increased to 27 percent this year, with 78 percent 
of them voting for Romney and 21 percent for Obama. 

As in other recent elections, those who attend religious services most 
often demonstrate the strongest support for the Republican presidential 
candidate, according to the Pew Research Center. Nearly 60 percent 
of those who say they attend religious services once a week voted for 
Romney, while 39 percent voted for Obama. (CitizenLink)

mORmONISm’S CUlTURAl RISE lIkEly TO CONTINUE
Although Mitt Romney lost his presidential bid, Christians should be 
prepared for higher Mormon visibility and credibility in America, an 
interfaith witness expert and a seminary professor told Baptist Press.

“When Mormon missionaries knock on people’s doors, they will 
be seen in a more positive light when people know that [Romney] was 
once a Mormon missionary,” said Tal Davis, executive vice president 
of MarketFaith Ministries in Tallahassee, Florida, who served with 
the North American Mission Board for more than twenty years train-
ing Christians in interfaith witness. “They will likely gain entrance 
into homes where they formerly would have been denied.”

The ascendancy of a Mormon leader to the cusp of the presidency, 
Davis said, “testifies to the fact that most Americans no longer regard 
Mormons as out of the cultural mainstream, as was true in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries.” (Zionica)

JUDGE REJECTS HOBBy lOBBy’S CASE AGAINST 
OBAmACARE CONTRACEPTIVE COVERAGE RUlE
A federal judge rejected hobby Lobby stores Inc.’s request to block 
part of the federal health care overhaul that requires the arts and craft 
supply company to provide insurance coverage for the morning-after 
and week-after birth control pills.

The Oklahoma City-based company and a sister company, Mardel 
Inc., sued the government in september, claiming the mandate vio-
lates the owners’ religious beliefs. The owners contend the morning-
after and week-after birth control pills are tantamount to abortion 
because they can prevent a fertilized egg from implanting in a woman’s 
womb. They also object to providing coverage for certain kinds of 
intrauterine devices.

In his ruling denying hobby Lobby’s request for an injunction, the 
Judge said that while churches and other religious organizations have 
been granted constitutional protection from the birth-control provi-
sions, “hobby Lobby and Mardel are not religious organizations.”

hobby Lobby’s attorney said the companies’ owners will appeal.
hobby Lobby calls itself a “biblically founded business” and is 

closed on sundays. Founded in 1972, the company now operates more 
than 500 stores in 41 states and employs more than 13,000 full-time 
employees who are eligible for health insurance coverage. The com-
pany, which is self-insured, has said it will face a daily $1.3 million 
fine beginning January 1 if it ignores the law.

“It is by God’s grace and provision that hobby Lobby has endured,” 
said David Green, founder and CEO. “Therefore we seek to honor 
God by operating the company in a manner consistent with biblical 
principles.” (FoxNews)

persecutiOn fOcus
REFUGEES WElCOmED By CHINA’S CHRISTIANS
Ten-thousand North Korean refugees fleeing the effects of a devas-
tating famine lie shivering in holes in the ground in northern China, 
awaiting certain discovery by Chinese police and rapid repatriation to 
an uncertain fate in North Korea, wrote a northern China citizen. The 
refugees do not dare give themselves up to the Chinese authorities, 
and some die of starvation and exposure. The writer also said that 
young women refugees often sell themselves as prostitutes, and oth-
ers become slave laborers. When Chinese police begin to send them 
back, many commit suicide.

Only a few of the refugees make contact with underground Chris-
tians who—in stark contrast to other Chinese-Koreans—feed and 
clothe them, and even take them further inland where they will be 
safer. Many of the refugees have converted to Christianity in response 
to the charity displayed towards them. China’s treatment of North 
Korean refugees has raised international human rights concerns. 
(CompassDirect)

Christian  World  View
JOHN GOUDzWAARD



God’s 
Grace 

Needed
Most of our readers likely live in Western society and the 
North American context. The latest election cycle in the 
United states has brought to the foreground the great need 
for the church and individual believers to not only recognize 
their place in this world, but to live as we are called to live. We 
must not subordinate our loyalty to God to the state; we are 
not to live like this world, but we are to live as we have been 
called by our God to live. As we reflect upon the present state 
of affairs in the Western world, we may be prone to throw up 
our hands in frustration or hang them down in despair. how-
ever, as we reflect on the scriptures and history, we quickly 
find that, throughout the ages, God has given his people the 
ability and courage to shine in each generation, no matter how 
dark and dismal the spiritual climate may have been.

Let me give you two examples. The first is Joseph. 
Joseph was sold by his brothers into slavery and ended up 
in a culture which was thoroughly pagan—and he soon 
ended up in prison. But because God was with him and he 
no doubt also walked with God, Joseph not only lived holy 
but he was promoted to second in command in the kingdom. 
how do you govern and live with godliness, honesty, and 
love in a culture like Egypt?

Or take Daniel. Daniel also was taken early from his par-
ents and country and placed in a culture which was designed 
to change him and his friends. But, by God’s grace, he deter-
mined to stand strong. he was continually being challenged by 
enemies and by difficult decisions, and yet he did not cave in.

Now you may not be a Joseph or a Daniel…or are you? 
sometimes we place these children of God on a pedestal 
beyond our reach; we look at what they accomplished and 
wonder how we could ever do that for God. Keep in mind two 
things. First, consider the words of Jesus when he said, “he 
who is faithful in the little things will be faithful in the bigger 
things.” For some, resisting the temptation to go to a party 
or to listen to sinful music takes as much grace from God as 
Daniel and his friends needed, or Joseph needed before Poti-
phar’s wife. God is calling you to live with your whole heart 
and life consecrated to him—no matter in what circumstance 
you find yourself. so seek God’s grace through Jesus Christ 
and you will not be disappointed. If and when you fail, do not 
despair, but flee to Christ again and again. Cling to him. Get 
up on your feet and keep running the race, looking to him.

second, God does not raise up everyone as publicly as 
a Daniel or a Joseph, but that does not mean our lives are 

of no importance. There are countless people who were 
the Daniels and Josephs of their generation. We have not 
heard about them yet. One day, when heaven’s occupants 
are made known, it will be seen just how many Daniels and 
Josephs there really were. In other words, what you and I are 
responsible for is what God is calling us to do today. Who 
can tell whether you are the one God is calling to raise up 
his name and glory for your generation?

so how are we to live? This will form the subject of the 
next number of articles here. It is our prayer and desire that 
God will raise up young men and women of God in our time 
who, as they live in today’s pagan environment, speak to this 
generation and bring them the unchanging Word of God, by 
word and example. May you, by God’s grace, be instrumental 
in turning the tide of ungodliness into righteousness and truth.

One of the first subjects we will address is the area of 
relationships and sexual sins. Christians today are faced with 
the reality of living in today’s sodom and Gomorrah. But 
how do we live there? how do we carry on relationships in 
such a place? Of course, the logical question is, if we are 
to witness to this world, how can we do that without com-
promise? What this also means is that many of you need to 
intentionally find your way into the “gatekeeper” positions 
of this world. how many of you are seriously thinking about 
working in media, for example, which is having a tremen-
dous impact on public thought? how do you present the gos-
pel in a world filled with sound-bite attention and thinking?

Dealing with this theme will keep us busy during 2013. 
Let’s let this scripture guide us in this journey: “For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glori-
ous appearing of the great God and our saviour Jesus Christ; 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works” (Titus 2:11–14). This grace is brought to us 
through Jesus Christ. It saves us, it teaches us, it changes 
us. This is the grace we need today.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of students and spiritual Formation at Puritan 
Reformed Theological seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the 
heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological seminary, Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; 
kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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banner Of sOVereign grace truth
From a friend in prison:

I have been getting your Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 
magazine for a very long time since I have been in prison. 
Your ministry has helped me on more than one occasion. 
Thank you so much! I really desire to help your ministry in 
any way the Lord allows me to when I get out and I plan 
on sending your ministry a portion of my tithing I wish to 
do once I have an income. Thank you for any and all help 
you are able to give me. May our sovereign Lord bless you 
abundantly in all ways possible. May he bless all the men 
and women in your ministry and their family. Thank you 
again for the work your ministry does especially for men in 
prison like myself.

refOrMatiOn heritage bOOks
From elementary children in Michigan:

Thank you for the Building on the Rock series. I read some 
devotions every night. sometimes I forget but then I try to 
make up for it. I have read How God Stopped the Pirates and 
really like it. It was nice of you to give them to us for free. I 
hope your missionary work is going well. God bless.

Your friend, Noelle-Ashley

Thank you for the set of five books. I liked reading them. 
I am happy that people are turning to Christ from bad to 
good. I hope I will be a missionary when I grow up. I would 
like to tell people about Jesus Christ. Thank you very much 
for the books. hope to see you again. Love, Nicholas

Thank you for the Building on the Rock series! I am having 
fun reading the books you gave us for free. It’s nice to hear 
what God’s mighty hand can do to people’s lives when they 
are poor or rich. I hope everything will go well for you and 
everyone else. I also hope that more people will come to 
Christ. Thanks again! Your friend, Jillian

From a teenager in Oklahoma:
Remember how I told you that I am reading God’s Alphabet 
for Life to my little brothers and helping them memorize 
the verses? Well, we had some dangerous threats of severe 
weather this weekend, and one of my brothers gets very scared 
when tornadoes are a possibility. I reminded him of some of 
the verses we have been working on, Psalm 146:5 and Psalm 
46:1, and he smiled and said “Oh, yeah, that’s right!”

From a friend in Michigan  
who ran for the U.S. Senate:

I just finished reading your excellent book, Living Zealously. 
I had never read a book on the subject before, but I really 

think it is a topic we need to speak and think more about. 
It taught me a number of things and is providing me fuel 
for my somewhat arduous journey of running for the U.s. 
senate. Thanks for sharing it with me!

serMOn audiO
From a friend in India:

hello, I would like to thank you for uploading sermons that 
are available for everyone. Yesterday, I heard a sermon on 
“Recognizing Injured Runners.” I was so encouraged after 
listening to this sermon. I was longing to hear such kind 
of sermons for the last couple of weeks. The whole sermon 
described my situation of what I’ve been in last week. Then 
I repented after listening to it. Now, the peace of God is 
within me.

Praise God for using this sermon, which pierced my 
heart and lifted me up to worship him once again.

Grace and peace be upon you.

inheritance publishers
From a friend in Florida:

In past years when I would receive an Inheritance booklet, 
I’d often send a note of thanks to Richard Westrate and in 
turn receive a wonderful note back from him. I realize he 
passed away in 2011.

Today I want to thank whoever was responsible for send-
ing me the booklet “The World” by John Charles Ryle. I was 
in the midst of trying to make an important decision in my 
life when this booklet came. While reading “The World” 
God spoke to me and there was no doubt in my mind what 
my decision had to be. Then I went back and read “Death 
swallowed Up in Victory” which at first I tried reading and 
thought it was really depressing, but reading it now blessed 
me, encouraged me, and again I felt God speaking to me. 
Thanks again for sending these to me.

From  Our  Mailbox
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O LORD,
Length of days does not profit me except the days are passed

in Thy presence, in Thy service, to Thy glory.
Give me a grace that precedes, follows, guides, sustains, 

sanctifies, aids every hour,
that I may not be one moment apart from Thee,
but may rely on Thy Spirit

to supply every thought,
speak in every word,
direct every step,
prosper every work,
build up every mote of  faith,
and give me a desire

to show forth Thy praise,
testify Thy love,
advance Thy kingdom.

I launch my bark on the unknown waters of  this year,
with Thee, O Father, as my harbour,

Thee, O Son, at my helm,
Thee, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails.

Guide me to heaven with my loins girt,
my lamp burning,
my ear open to Thy calls,
my heart full of  love,
my soul free.

Give me Thy grace to sanctify me,
Thy comforts to cheer,
Thy wisdom to teach,
Thy right hand to guide,
Thy counsel to instruct,
Thy law to judge,
Thy presence to stabilize.

May Thy fear be my awe,
Thy triumphs my joy.

— from Valley of  Vision


