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King Jehu was a zealous reformer. The history of his refor-
mation in Israel is recorded in 2 Kings 9–10, a fast-paced 
account of political intrigue and radical reformation, leading 
to the death of two kings and at least 450 false prophets. Jehu 
is appointed by God for this work, and he completes it thor-
oughly with religious zeal.

consider Jehu’s wholehearted religious activity. Jehu 
“destroyed Baal out of Israel” (10:28) and forever crippled this 
false religion that had plagued God’s people for centuries. he 
was also used by God to fulfill the prophecy of Elijah about 
the annihilation of the wicked dynasty of King Ahab. Jehu 
was cunning and subtle for the Lord (cf. 10:19). These words 
are tricky words; they can be used to describe both good and 
evil, judged only by the underlying motives. But Jehu’s motives 
appear right — he was acting for the cause and honor of the 
Lord. Jehu was also zealous for the Lord. The way he drove 
his chariot is a graphic depiction of how he relentlessly worked 
for reformation in Israel. These are a few examples of Jehu’s 
wholehearted religious activity.

how do you think the people in Jehu’s day assessed their 
new king? All the prophets of Baal had been slaughtered. The 
center of false religion had been destroyed. The true worship of 
the Lord was promoted again. No doubt there was great rejoic-
ing in Israel among the true worshipers of the LORD God.

Yet consider how God assessed Jehu’s religious activity. 
About Jehu’s activity, God says, “Thou hast done well in execut-
ing that which is right in mine eyes” (10:30). But about Jehu’s 
personal spirituality, God says, “Jehu took no heed to walk in 
the law of the LORD God of Israel with all his heart, for he 
departed not from the sins” of those before him (10:31). Even 
though Jehu was zealous for the LORD God of Israel, his per-
sonal heart religion — his piety, his spirituality — was not right 
with God. Jehu did not serve the Lord with his whole heart. 
So God’s assessment, recorded for us indelibly on the pages of 
biblical history, is that Jehu’s wholehearted religious activity was 
motivated by a halfhearted spirituality. how disappointing, how 
tragic: the Bible’s account of the great deeds of this great man is 
darkened by a dismal assessment of his divided heart.

how do people assess our religious activity? What will be 
recorded on the pages of history twenty or fifty years from now 
once our life’s work is done? perhaps people see our many good 
activities in the church or our tireless efforts for the sake of 
the kingdom. perhaps they see our zeal for true religion; they 
see how we promote the principles of the reformation with 
our time and money.

But how does God assess us and our religious activity? As 
biblical history often teaches, the Lord does not look on the out-
ward appearance — that which is easily assessed by others. No, 
he is looking into our hearts. The ultimate Assessor of history, 

the final Judge of our life, is busy looking at the thoughts and 
intents of our hearts. he is looking for wholehearted religion. 
he is seeking those who tremble at his Word. he is calling us 
to walk according to the law, to live with an undivided heart in 
the light of his truth.

What motivates your religious activity? Why do you serve 
God? Why do you try to obey his Word? What is motivating 
you to be busy with good works like showing love, displaying 
truth, and sharing the riches of christ with others? Whole-
hearted religiosity is too often motivated by only a halfhearted 
spirituality.

What was Jehu’s heart problem? “he departed not from the 
sins of Jeroboam” since he did not destroy “the golden calves 
that were in Bethel” and Dan (10:31b, 29). King Jehu followed 
the Lord the same way King Jeroboam had done, not as King 
David had done. Jeroboam had invented a new religion that 
looked like the true worship of the Lord but was politically 
correct and for his own advantage. he did not want his people 
to worship in Jerusalem, so he built golden calf shrines in more 
convenient locations. 

Jeroboam did not serve the Lord with his whole heart as 
David has done. More than twenty times, God refers to how 
David’s heart was “wholly true” and how he walked “with integ-
rity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all” that God 
commanded (e.g., 1 Kings 6:12, 9:4, 11:4, 15:3; 2 chron. 17:3, 
31:20). Jehu’s fatal sin was his failure to destroy the golden calves 
that were icons of false worship. Jehu failed to exterminate the 
idolatry at the heart of worship in Israel.

Note well the type of reformation that the Lord desires — not 
the social reform that Jehu enacted, but rather the spiritual trans-
formation resulting from destroying heart idolat ry. The Lord 
desires wholehearted spirituality, not halfhearted religiosity.

We also desperately need this inner spirituality; without it, 
even our religious activity will be rejected by the LORD God 
who is assessing our heart’s motives. King David is an example 
for us. But David points us to King christ, the author and 
finisher of this necessary heart religion. christ is the author of 
true spirituality who makes our hearts wholly right with God. 
christ is the finisher of wholehearted spirituality who gives us 
grace to live our whole life with integrity of heart.

We can learn from Jehu’s zeal for the Lord and the social 
reforms he worked. But, in the end, we look away in disap-
pointment from his halfhearted reformation. Instead, we must 
look to christ, the perfect reformer who can work complete 
reformation in our hearts and societies. In christ alone we are 
given grace and zeal to destroy the heart-idolatry that hinders 
even our best efforts for the kingdom.

Dr. Brian DeVries is president of Mukhanyo Theological School in South Africa 
and an ordained minister in the heritage reformed congregations.
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Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.... But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD God of Israel with all his heart. — 2 Kings 10:28, 31a
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Despite the freeness and graciousness of the gospel offer, and 
christ’s willingness and ability to save sinners, many people 
do not come to him. Some hold back, lingering in doubt, 
while others f latly refuse to come. Why do people hesitate or 
vacillate about whether to come? Why would people refuse the 
only remedy for their fatal sickness? What impediments are 
present?  What stands in the way of their coming to christ? 

The puritans addressed these questions thoroughly. 
richard Baxter wrote of twenty hindrances of conversion: 
1) the willful neglect of the means of grace, 2) bad company,  
3) gross ignorance of biblical truths, 4) unbelief, 5) thought-
lessness, 6) hardness of heart, 7) great esteem and interest 
in the world, 8) habits of sin subduing the mind, 9) fool-
ish self-love and presumption, 10) counterfeit conversion,  
11) living among strong temptations to sin, 12) scandal and 
division in the church, 13) the poor education of children, 
14) striving against the holy Spirit, 15) half-heartedness 
in religion, 16) delay, 17) failure to follow through on 
good beginnings, 18) misunderstanding some Scriptures, 
19) pride and unteachableness, and 20) willful obstinacy.1 
Though several hundred years separate us from puritan 
times, we are still very much connected to them in terms 
of the tendencies of human nature. As in the days of the 
puritans, there are many obstacles that prevent sinners from 
coming to christ today. 

Let us address several of these obstacles. As we do, I 
encourage you to examine yourselves and see if these obsta-
cles stand in your way. If so, cast yourself at the feet of the 
merciful Savior to find relief from your burdens and to find 
help to overcome these impediments through the gracious 
holy Spirit. Know that, with God, you are always welcome 
to come to Jesus christ. Any impediments therefore must be 
man-made. The fault lies with us, not God.

Impediment #1: Neglecting the christ of 
the Bible
Some people refuse to come to christ because they fail to 
apprehend him as revealed in the Scriptures. This happens 
in at least two different ways. First, some seek comfort in 
coming to christ without paying any regard to Scripture; 
they seek him on their own terms. This should not be. We 
do not urge people to read their Bibles out of a legalistic 
mentality. We do not encourage people to read their Bibles 

so they can commend themselves to God and others. Nor do 
we say that people should read their Bibles to receive some 
mystical experience or vision. We encourage reading the 
Scriptures because in them the holy Spirit reveals christ as 
he truly is, and the true way of coming to him for salvation. 
Without Scripture, we cannot know or come to christ. 

A second group fails to apprehend christ, even though 
they may read the Bible, or listen to sermons, while persisting 
in a false view of what Scripture teaches. As a result, they are 
blind to the way Scripture reveals christ. They are like the 
pharisees, of whom christ says, “Ye have not his word abid-
ing in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. Search 
the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me” ( John 5:38–39). They see 
the Bible as a book of sentiments and morals, intended for 
inspiration and self-improvement, and fail to see that the 
Bible lifts up christ as the Savior of lost sinners, and the only 
hope for fallen humanity to escape the wrath of God. They 
fail to understand that the Scriptures revolve around him. 
Thomas Watson said that the promises of the Bible are just 
the box; christ is the jewel in the box. The Scriptures are the 
dish; christ is the food on the dish.2

These people miss the mark. To have any hope of com-
ing to christ, we must turn to the Bible as the testimony of 
God to christ. We must look to christ as revealed in the 
Scriptures. We must come to christ on God’s terms, not ours.

Impediment #2: False conversion 
Some people think they have already come to christ, but their 
conversion is a superficial sham, not a conversion of heart. 
Alleine said that a man may take a soft mass of lead and shape 
it into a plant, and then into the form of an animal, and then 
into the likeness of a man, but it remains lead. In the same way 
an unsaved man may acquire some knowledge of the Bible, 
refrain from using profanity, avoid gross sin, and even perform 
religious duties; but if his nature is not changed, he remains 
unsaved.3 conversion is not just a new manner of living; it is 
a new life. Alleine wrote, “conversion is a deep work, a heart 
work. It makes a new man in a new world. It extends to the 
whole man, to the mind, to the members, to the motions of 
the whole life.”4

The puritans would not allow people to delude themselves 
in thinking they are saved simply because they had reformed 

Editorial
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their outward lives, or because they assented to the proposi-
tion that christ died for sinners. Alleine wrote, “Many urge 
this as a sufficient ground for their hope, that christ died for 
sinners; but I must tell you, christ never died to save impeni-
tent and unconverted sinners, so continuing.”5

Impediment #3: Despair Due to Great Sins 
Some people refuse to come to christ because they are con-
vinced that they are such great sinners that they cannot be 
saved. “Why would God save such as me?” they ask. They 
believe that they are beyond the hope of salvation. They think, 
“If people could see the real me, they would realize that I 
could never come to christ.” They see themselves beyond 
the mercy and grace of christ. They believe their sins are too 
great to be forgiven.

Dear friend, why would your sin prevent you from coming 
to christ? Does not the cross itself testify of the exceeding 
sinfulness of your sin? Does not christ’s promise of rest to all 
who labor and are heavy laden speak to you? We do not come 
to christ in the smallness of our sins or the greatness of our 
works. David cried unto the Lord, “For thy name’s sake, O 
Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great!” (ps. 25:11).

consider as well what an insult to christ it is, to hold that 
there is a limit on his power to forgive sin, or on the power of 
his atoning death to justify from the guilt of all sin, or on the 
power of his cleansing blood to wash away sin and unclean-
ness. In effect you are saying that what God has provided in 
christ simply falls short of what you need. God hasn’t done 
enough for you, even though he sent his Son to the cross to 
suffer and to die as the propitiation for our sins (1 John 2:2).

There is hope for you. John Flavel said, “The Lord is 
pleased to nourish still some hope in the soul under the great-
est fears and troubles of spirit.... In hell, indeed, there is no 
hope to enlighten the darkness, but it is not so upon earth.”6 
come to christ with your enormous sin, with all of your 
baggage, and discover that he is a great Savior. The hymn 
writer rightly says, 

Come, ye weary, heavy laden, 
Lost and ruined by the fall; 
If you tarry till you’re better, 
You will never come at all.

Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 
All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him.

come to christ now, come as you are, and receive the 
pardon of Jesus christ!

Impediment #4: Spiritual complacency 
Some people refuse to come to christ because of spiritual lazi-
ness. They think there is no need to do today what they can 
put off until tomorrow. The gospel does not suit such people 

because they refuse to come to christ today, while it is still the 
day of salvation. They presume on tomorrow, thinking that 
the gospel call will later come to them. Even worse, they cal-
culate that they can go on sinning for the present, and always 
make it up with God another day.  

They get immersed in everyday concerns. They are con-
sumed with the world’s pleasures. They see coming to christ 
as an uncomfortable, unwanted burden. They would rather 
sit in the imagined ease of unbelief than endure the hardships 
of faith. Many of these people will die for refusing to endure 
any difficulty or discomfort. As David clarkson said, “Many 
will not part with that which keeps them at a distance from 
christ. They will not part with sin to come to christ, and 
there is no coming to him without turning from that.”7 

Alleine said that true conversion is a man’s turning to the 
triune God “as his all sufficient and eternal happiness.” As 
long as the heart seeks its rest in idols it has not yet turned 
to the living God. “have you taken God for your happiness? 
Where does the desire of your heart lie?” Alleine asked us.8 
he called men to set the world with all its “pleasures and 
promotions” on one hand, and God with all his excellencies 
on the other hand, and to choose God. By grace, choose the 
Father as your Father, the Son as your redeemer and righ-
teousness, and the Spirit as your sanctifier and comforter. 
choose God in his forgiveness and his holiness. choose 
him in his all-sufficiency to meet your needs and his 
sovereignty to rule your life.9

Do not fall into the rut of spiritual laziness. Do not get 
comfortable living among the dead. Do not perish because 
you find the treasures of this world more worthy than the 
glories of Jesus christ. Listen to the plea of Samuel ruth-
erford (1600 – 1661): “I exhort you and beseech you in the 
bowels [compassion] of christ, faint not, weary not. There is 
a great necessity of heaven; you must needs have it.... Think 
it not easy; for it is a steep ascent to eternal glory; many are 
lying dead by the way, that were slain with security.”10 rather, 
by the Spirit's grace, come to christ, whose yoke is easy and 
whose burden is light!

                          
1. “A Treatise of conversion,” in Baxter, Works, 7:251–332.
2. Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity, 216.
3. Alleine, An Alarm to the Unconverted, 7.
4. Ibid., 13.
5. Ibid., 36.
6. Flavel, Works, 2:163.
7. clarkson, Works, 1:337.
8. Alleine, An Alarm to the Unconverted, 23.
9. Ibid., 77–79.
10. “To Lady cardoness,” in The Letters of Samuel Rutherford, ed. Frank E. 

Gaebelein (chicago: Moody press, 1951), 170.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Sys tematic Theology and homi-
letics at puritan reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Nether lands reformed congregation of Grand rapids, Michigan. This article 
was given as an address in the Netherlands.



The Scenery
The parable of the Net is the seventh parable in Matthew 13. 
It paints a picture of a dragnet that catches all kinds of fish. 
The net is then unloaded on the shore and the fish are sorted. 
The good are stored in vessels while the bad are thrown away. 

Fishing in Bible times — as today — could be done in dif-
ferent ways. When christ instructed peter to catch a fish and 
look in its mouth for a coin, he referred to the kind of fishing 
that would be done with a line and a hook (Matt. 17:27). A 
second way used a casting net — a circular net with a cord 
that would close the opening and trap the fish. This was the 
method peter and Andrew were using when christ called 
them to follow him (Matt. 4:18). The dragnet referred to in 
our text is known today as a trawl net. In christ’s time, these 
long and wide nets could reach up to half a mile wide. They 
would be attached behind one or more boats. The top of the 
net would have f loats attached to it, while the bottom would 
have weights. As the boats moved through the water, the 
dragnet would catch everything in its way. Silently, almost 
imperceptibly, the net passes through the water and gathers 
fish. Most of the time, these nets are there one moment and 
gone the next. They move at the determination of the vessel’s 
captain. The net travels first through one part of the sea, then 
through another. It may be here today and somewhere else 
tomorrow. Such a net could bring in any size or kind of fish, 
unclean or clean, living or dead fish (v. 47). 

Next, christ pictures the net coming to shore and the 
fishermen sorting the good fish into containers while the 
bad are discarded. This scene would have been very familiar 
to those listening to these parables. Even children regularly 
watched fishermen of their village sit down next to their 
catch, sorting out the fish. 

The Substance
What is the main message that christ wants to teach us by 
this parable? Its opening makes clear that christ is giving us 
a picture of one aspect of the “kingdom of heaven” (v. 47). 
We could define his kingdom as the realm where he gath-
ers people in order to rule them graciously by his Word and 
Spirit. however, this realm contains a mixture of those who 
profess to belong to the kingdom but in their hearts do not 

truly belong there. Just as the first parable in this chapter 
shows that only one of the four soils produced good fruit, so 
this parable shows that there are “good fish” and “bad fish” in 
how the kingdom of heaven appears.

At the Lord’s behest, the kingdom of heaven moves rather 
inperceptibly through the world. It gathers within it not only 
true subjects of the kingdom but also others like Judas, Ana-
nias and Sapphira, Demas, and many others who were indeed 
in the kingdom but the kingdom is not in them. There are 
essentially two separations in this parable: the first is by the 
net and the second is on the shore. 

christ explicitly explains what the separation on the shore 
refers to. “So shall it be in the end of the world: the angels 
shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just” 
(v. 49). Notice that he unpacks the difference between the 
good and bad fish as between “the wicked” and “the just.” 
This is not simply a division between the good and the bad, 
for then there would be only one good — Jesus christ — and 
everyone else  would be cast away. On the basis of the rest of 
Scripture we can say that the just are those who have been 
justified by a true and living faith (see rom. 5:9). These just 
were just as wicked as the rest by nature; however, they have 
been acquitted before the court of God on the basis of christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross, offered on their behalf. After all, the 
parable is ultimately focused on the judgment. The Lord is 
speaking about a separation that will take place at the end of 
the world (v. 49). At the final judgment, it will clearly appear 
who christ has redeemed from the curse of the law.

christ specifically mentions the angels. Among the vari-
ous tasks that angels have been given there is that of divid-
ing between believers and unbelievers at the judgment (see 
Matt. 13:41, Matt. 25:31–32). As faithful, holy, and spiritual 
beings, they will discharge their duty swiftly and exactly. 
They will separate according to God’s standard. What a per-
fect separation that will be! Not one wicked person will make 
it into heaven; not one of God’s saved people will accidentally 
be lost in hell. No person will plead his own case. All that 
matters is what orders the Lord has given to the angels, and 
christ is revealing that to us here.

This is the substance of what christ was teaching in this 
parable.
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The Searchlight
There are a number of ways in which the parable searches our 
hearts. It puts to us the following questions:

1. Are we content merely to be among the professing peo-
ple of God?
There are untold numbers of people who are content to be in 
the net. They look at those outside the professing church and 
pride themselves that they are comfortably heading into the 
future. They think all is well simply because there are other 
professing christians nearby and believe that they are heading 
to the same place. paul warned the corinthians, “Examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. 
Know ye not...that Jesus christ is in you, except ye be rep-
robates?” (2 cor. 13:5). This is what christ is warning us of 
in this parable. 

2. Do we see ourselves as God sees us? 
The great dividing line between the two groups of fish 
was between good and bad (literally, clean and unclean). 
God is not concerned about what we tend to be concerned 
about — size and beauty. his eye sees the slightest trace of 
defilement. By nature, we are dead, spiritually, and God 
looks at us as we would look at dead and rotting fish, and 
even worse. While still in this life, we need to begin to see 
ourselves as God sees us and we need to value what he val-
ues. The Bible makes clear that without holiness, no man 
shall see the Lord (heb. 12:14). 

When God works in our lives by his Spirit, he gives us 
to see something of the fountain of uncleanness within our 
hearts and we turn away in horror. We begin to question: “Is 
that how I truly am?” But then he shows us his dear Son, 
who was “holy, harmless and undefiled” (heb. 7:26), and we 
begin to understand what God’s standard is. he then also 
begins to show us that, through faith in his well-beloved 
Son, we can receive all we need in order to be justified and 
sanctified. he does something that never happens in the 
world of fish: an unclean, defiled, dead sinner is renewed 
and remade after the image of Jesus christ. Jesus christ 
went through death and the judgment of God in order that 
he would forever remove his people from the wrath and 
judgment of God. Do we value God’s Son? Do we value his 
righteousness and holiness?

3. Do we reckon with the truth of hell? 
hell is a doctrine that many have tried to eliminate from 
the Bible. More people say they believe in heaven than in 
hell, and most people who believe in hell think they are 
not going there. however, christ is teaching the doctrine 
of hell in this parable: “And shall cast them into the fur-
nace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth” 
(v. 50). here and elsewhere, christ is very graphic while 
describing hell as a place of torment for both body and soul. 
There will be darkness and fire, suffering and screaming, 

gnashing of teeth and endless torment. If you have never 
before reckoned with this reality of hell, christ is bringing 
it before you in this parable. Unless we f lee from the wrath 
to come, it will come upon us without mitigation, relief, or 
remedy — forever! 

The Savior
If we truly reckon with the truth of hell and that we all 
deserve it by nature, what then? We need to f lee for mercy to 
the One telling this parable. The righteous in the parable will 
avoid hell because of the perfect righteousness of christ, who 
has endured hell for them. Many think the doctrine of hell 
goes against the idea of the love of God and the compassion 
of the Savior. however, the Lord Jesus himself spoke more 
about hell than anyone else in the Bible. he addressed it in 
the day of grace, urging us to flee to him. What parent would 
never warn his children of fire — how hot it is and how fatal 
it can be? christ warns us as the One who would suffer hell 
for each one of his people. 

Some people think that we should not seek the Lord 
merely out of fear of hell. But if the Lord sanctifies the doc-
trine of hell to us so that we f lee from the wrath to come, let 
it be the first step away from the precipice of hell and into 
the arms of him who gives his people heaven with him 
forever (Luke 3:7). 

Questions:
1. compare and contrast the first (the Sower) and 

last parable (the Net) of this chapter. What do you 
observe?

2. Mention five points of correspondence between 
how things work with the dragnet and the kingdom 
of heaven.

3. This parable mentions the angels. What are some 
of the other works of angels in the Bible and what 
significance does it have that God uses the angels 
in the judgment? 

4. Examine how often and graphically christ spoke 
about hell. Why did he do this? how can so many 
deny or push aside what he taught?

5. What comfort is there for believers in this parable? 
Mention three things.
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King in the Home
The heidelberg catechism explains christ’s anointing 
as King, saying, “he is ordained of God the Father, and 
anointed with the holy Ghost, to be...our eternal King, 
who governs us by his word and Spirit, and who defends 
and preserves us in (the enjoyment of) that salvation, he 
has purchased for us.” Like David, the most favored king 
of Israel, Jesus serves as King of his people by ruling over 
us with justice and destroying our enemies with his might 
(2 Sam. 8:13 –15). 

The Son of God is the Most high King, supreme in 
his authority and sovereign in his power. christ alone 
can bind our conscience with sacred obligation and change 
our hearts. christ alone can judge, vindicate, and condemn 
people for eternity. Though dictators, tyrants, and other 
oppressors pretend god-like majesty, they cannot usurp the 
Lord’s throne. But God graciously extends the sure mer-
cies of his covenant with David (Isa. 55:3) to all believers, 
granting us the promise to reign with him as kings (rev. 
1:6; 5:10; 20:4, 6; 22:5). Indeed, it was God’s purpose in 
creation that man, his very image, should subdue and have 
dominion over the earth and sea (Gen. 1:26 –28). 

Therefore fathers have the right and responsibility to 
be images of the King in their homes. Without denigrat-
ing the essential equality of their children as fellow human 
beings, they must exercise authority as one servant super-
vises another in the Master’s household. First Timothy 3:4 
tells us that one qualification of serving as an elder is to 
“rule well his own house, having his children in subjection 
with all gravity.” paul adds in verse 5, “For if a man know 
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of 
the church of God?” God wants us to follow this kingly 
concept as parents in the home.

We are to be teaching prophets as well as interceding 
and sacrificing priests. You are not to be buddies with your 
children. You can be friends, but you are more than that; in 
the Lord, you are their authority figure. We are to be kings 
in the home, whose rule is just, wise, and loving.

how does the head of a household exercise this loving 
authority? here are two ways:

1. Defend your children. The king is the prime war-
rior of a kingdom. he leads his people into battle. So it 
was with Saul and David (1 Sam. 10:1; 2 Sam. 5:1–3; cf.  
1 Sam. 18:13), and is with Jesus christ, the Divine War-
rior (rev. 19:11–16). revelation 17:14 says, “These shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they 
that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” 
The Bible says that every christian is engaged in spiritual 
war against the devil and his forces (Eph. 6:10 – 20). 

We have physical enemies who must be met with physi-
cal force as God has authorized (rom. 13:1–7). At times, a 
father must defend his family from physical danger. But I 
speak here of a father’s responsibility to defend his family 
spiritually. We fight spiritual war with divine weapons, not 
weapons of the f lesh (2 cor. 10:4 –5); fathers must fight 
this battle with the kingly authority entrusted to them to 
defend their precious ones.

For example, you should defend your children against 
the ungodly abuse of electronic media. cell phones can 
receive and send pornography. cults can recruit children 
through Internet chat rooms. We need a system to con-
trol the use of modern media in our homes. If we do not 
monitor and limit the use of these devices, our children 
may become passive observers, sitting for hours in front of 
the television, texting, e-mailing, or playing video games. 
communications technology can be helpful, but it also 
creates an illusion of intimacy without fostering real rela-
tionships or an active life of service. Our goal as godly 
parents is not to raise couch potatoes. Your children may 
not appreciate the limitations you impose upon their use 
of such devices, but they will appreciate your taking time 
to provide family-oriented alternatives, such as reading 
to them, playing games and sports together, or involving 
them in your own work or recreational pursuits. 

Also, defend your children against unwise romantic 
relationships. romantic love can be stronger than death, 
and young people often lack the wisdom to discern the 
end results of immediate choices. In the United States 
dating is viewed as an activity for personal pleasure. The 
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very idea of parental supervision may seem archaic and bur-
densome; but in proverbs, we see the wise father repeat-
edly warning his young son against immoral women (prov. 
2:16 –19; 5:1–23; 6:20 – 35; 7:1–27). The law of Moses rec-
ognized the father’s authority over his daughter’s commit-
ments while living at home (Num. 33:3– 5; Exod. 22:16 –17). 
human sexuality is both precious and dangerous. It should 
never be reduced to just casual entertainment. Sexuality is 
a glue that bonds a man and woman together for a lifetime, 
and thus all families and society.

Fathers should be involved in regulating the relationships 
of their children with members of the opposite sex. You need 
not be an over-protective tyrant toward your children. I am 
not advocating a ban on all dating. But reasonable rules and 
godly counsel in the context of a loving relationship with 
your children will go a long way to defend them against our 
sexually perverse culture. A young woman will feel protected 
knowing that a young man must speak to her father before 
dating her. A young man will feel more secure knowing that 
his parents will not leave him alone in their own home with 
a young woman in the evening. Do we put dry straw next to 
fire and not expect it to burn? Develop good relationships 

with your children before they reach adolescence, and extend 
those relationships to their friends, so they will value your 
counsel and respect your authority, even when their emotions 
go against your decisions.

Defend your children against unjust authorities. Are you 
willing to go to bat for your child if his school teacher or 
coach requires him to do something that violates his con-
science? King Lemuel’s mother told him, “Open thy mouth 
for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to 
destruction. Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead 
the cause of the poor and needy” (prov. 31:8–9). If that applies 
to kings and their subjects, how much more should fathers 
speak up for their children? I am not offering an excuse for 
public temper tantrums or political manipulation. But a father 
should stand up for his children against powerful and intimi-
dating figures with fearless, respectful integrity. he must also 
teach them to stand up for themselves against such injustice.

Be a gentle warrior for your family. This will help them 
know that you have taken a clear stand on certain questions. 
They can then stand up to peer pressure by leaning on you. 
Do not wimp out and try to be a passive, popular dad. That 
will force your children to stand alone against a wicked gen-
eration. Your children will love and respect you far more if 
you use your kingly authority to defend them from evil, but 
even if they do not, your exercising of kingly authority still 
brings glory to christ. 

2. Discipline your children. Jesus says in revelation 3:19, 
“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten [or discipline]: be 
zealous therefore, and repent.” christ is the perfect image 
of God the Father, of whom hebrews 12:6 says, “For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth.” Therefore, it comes as no surprise that 
the Bible often calls fathers to discipline their children, 
even corporally (prov. 13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13–14; 29:15; 
29:17; Eph. 6:4). Spanking has become a complex subject 
in our age of anti-authoritarianism, children’s rights, and 
legitimate concerns about abuse. While I cannot speak to 
every case, let me offer you some principles for discipline 
that ref lect the kingship of christ.

aDiscipline your children in love. Before dealing with your 
child, search your heart. Are you disciplining your child in 

genuine love, mercy, and tenderness? Never discipline while 
your heart is full of wrath. Biblical discipline is always an 
act of love. Take a small child into your lap; sit down next to 
an older one. Speak kindly in your admonitions. Your child 
will recognize kindness and will respond accordingly. Do not 
provoke your children to anger.

bDiscipline your children only after instruction and reproof. 
Do not discipline a childish misunderstanding, only will-

ful disobedience to a clear and specific command. Be careful 
here in discerning one from the other. For example, “clean up 
your room,” is far less clear to a child than, “put all the toys 
that are on the floor back into the toy box.” Make sure your 
child understands your expectations. Even then, you should 
ordinarily try a verbal rebuke before spanking a child.

cWhen needed, discipline your young children with appro-
priate use of corporal punishment.  In the past, the liberal 

use of rods and canes was certainly abuse, so we must guard 
against that, but contrary to some opinions or even the laws 
of some countries, spanking is not physical abuse. The best 
Father in the universe says to us, “he that spareth his rod 
hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes” 
(prov. 13:14). If you never spank your young children, you are 
acting more out of self-love than in their best interests. A firm 
spank on a child’s rear end will not injure him, but will teach 
him what mere words cannot: sin hurts. It is far better to learn 
that lesson with a spank than with a lifetime of disobedience 
culminating in eternal death.

dDiscipline your children in honor. As you discipline your 
child, treat him as a human being created in the image 

of God. Discipline is best done in private unless a public sin 
requires a public rebuke. Never humiliate a child in front of 

Develop good relationships with your children before they reach adolescence, and 
extend those relationships to their friends, so they will value your counsel and respect 
your authority, even when their emotions go against your decisions.
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others or treat him like trash. Discipline is a form of honor 
in which you treat children as responsible, thinking people.

eDiscipline your children with consistency, judgment, and 
self-control. Never act in anger or on impulse. Never 

exceed the bounds of what is necessary and safe. Never 
threaten a consequence unless you are committed to impos-
ing it. Justice demands consistency. If you only discipline 
children when they push you to your emotional limits, then 
you are training them not in righteousness but in revenge. 

This is perhaps the most difficult requirement in discipline, 
since we all have times of fatigue or emotional weakness. 
consistent discipline will help your children see past you to 
the unchanging law of God.

f Discipline your children for repentance. Always remember  
 that the goal of discipline, as our Lord said, is that those we 

love should repent and be zealous for God. In other words, 
discipline aims at restoration of relationships, first between us 
and God, and second between us and other people. This keeps 
discipline within the bounds of love, for it is not for the sake 
of retributive justice to give the punishment deserved, but for 
the sake of restorative mercy to win back those going astray. A 
spanking should be like the tap of the shepherd’s staff in the 
side of a sheep headed for the edge of a cliff.

gDiscipline your children in prayerful humility. Do not 
discipline in an attempt to control your children. You will 

soon discover you cannot. children have their own wills, and 
we are not God. Discipline is a form of human guidance. 
Therefore we must join our instructions, rebukes, appeals, 
and spankings to sincere petitions to the Lord that he will 
take away the heart of stone and give a heart of f lesh to our 
children. he alone is the King of hearts.

Conclusion
All fathers feel (and should feel) guilt about their failures and 
inadequacy in leading their families. So let me offer a few 
words of encouragement to you who are anointed to bear the 
threefold office of christ in your home.

You may feel like a father who was once discouraged 
because things were not going well with his children. he 
did not know what to do. A friend saw what was happen-
ing and said, “remember that the essence of parenting is to 
make disciples, and the One with all authority in heaven and 
on earth said, ‘I am with you.’ ” So let me remind you, men, 
that if you become discouraged in trying to lead your family 
in discipleship, the Lord christ says to you, “I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.”

We cannot exercise the offices of christ apart from christ. 
Apart from him you can do nothing, but if you abide in him 

you will bear much fruit. Look to him. rely upon his holy 
Spirit, who anoints you out of his fullness. When guilt and 
shame threaten you, take your sins as a husband and father 
to your Great high priest. Wash your conscience in his 
precious blood. cry out to the Lamb who was slain so that 
you can love your wife and children as he does. When you 
wonder if your prayers go further than the ceiling, remember 
that he who prays for you is seated on the right hand of God. 
Even as you exercise kingly authority to defend and discipline 
your children, be much in prayer to the King of kings, that 

he would conquer Satan and make your children willing to 
serve him. Your weakness can become the platform where 
his strength is displayed so that your family will learn by 
watching you pray, “Thy grace is sufficient for us.”

Faith in our “chief prophet, only high priest, and eter-
nal King” will not make you passive but confidently active. 
Therefore, in his name, use every opportunity to lead your 
family. Teach them. Love them. Sacrifice for them. Evange-
lize them. pray for them. rule them. protect them. persevere 
in faithfulness as a husband and father. 

perhaps you have failed to lead your children in the way 
of godliness. perhaps you have been passive. perhaps you 
have been abusive. perhaps you see in yourself more of the 
image of the devil than the image of our prophet, priest, and 
King. You have fallen short of providing leadership in your 
home. It is never too late to start evangelizing your children 
or speaking to them about spiritual things. It is never too late 
to confess your own sin to them, even after they have moved 
out of the home. It is never too late for you to find grace and 
mercy from the Great prophet, priest, and King. perhaps 
God will grant you the opportunity to help your children 
by instructing your grandchildren in the ways of God. Use 
every opportunity you are given to influence the grandchil-
dren God has given to you. Let me close with the prayer of a 
seventeenth-century puritan: 

Let those that are united to me in tender ties be precious 
in Thy sight, and devoted to Thy glory. Sanctify and 
prosper my domestic devotion, my domestic instruction, 
my domestic discipline, my domestic example, that my 
house may be a nursery for heaven and a church as the 
garden of the Lord, enriched as trees of righteousness of 
Thy planting for Thy glory. Let not those in my family 
who are amiable, moral, and attractive fall short of heaven 
at last, but grant that the promising appearances of tender 
consciences, of soft hearts, of the alarms and delights of 
Thy Word may not be blotted out, but may bring forth 
judgment unto victory in all those whom I love.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Sys tematic Theology and homi-
letics at puritan reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the heritage 
Nether lands reformed congregation of Grand rapids, Michigan. 

Never discipline while your heart is full of wrath. Biblical discipline is always an act of love.
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A parent or teacher reading and ref lecting upon this series of 
meditations may become increasingly discouraged. perhaps 
he recognizes that what he should be doing is not happen-
ing. perhaps a teacher realizes that what she should not be 
doing is what is happening. “If I am such a poor parent or 
teacher by God’s standard, what hope is there?”

The psalmist of psalm 130 struggled with the same feel-
ings. The verse preceding our text reads, “If thou, LORD, 
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” The 
answer to his question is, of course, no one. All are sinners. 
All have fallen short of God’s standards. In our personal 
lives and in our parenting and teaching all of us have missed 
the mark.

Yet this psalm encourages us. We read the word “but”: 
there is something else. “But there is forgiveness with thee 
[God], that thou mayest be feared [reverenced].” how we 
can glorify God for two wonderful truths here! One, that 
he is able and willing to forgive all our sins, even our sins 
in parenting and teaching. And two, he does not depend on 
our works to be perfect in order to bless them. The psalm-
ist breaks forth in the next verses exclaiming how much he 
hopes in God — he looks for the Lord and for his work 
more than night watchmen look for the morning light! “Let 
Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, 
and with him is plenteous redemption” (ps. 130:8).

So, dear parent and teacher, let these truths encourage 
you as they did the psalmist. hope in God! he is a merciful 
God, not only to forgive you your parenting and teaching 
sins, but to redeem them. he can use your parenting with all 
its shortcomings and your teaching with all its imperfectness 
to his own good purpose. he redeems and uses sin-stained 
efforts! As one of our forefathers put it, “The Lord can hit 
straight with a crooked stick.”

What a source of hope and encouragement this is! Just 
as Israel was taught to hope in the God who is merciful and 
plenteous in redemption, so you and I are instructed to go to 
him. There was a future for Israel — a future that rested on 
God, upon his mercy and plenteous redemption. So there is a 

future for your children and grandchildren, and for your stu-
dents and their children. There would be no future for them 
if their future depended upon you. But the wonderful truth is 
that their future is based on a merciful God who is plenteous 
in redemption. his words, works, and promises confirm this.

Just as God promised in circumcision (Gen. 17:7) to the 
Old Testament church, “And I will establish my covenant 
between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their genera-
tions for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee,” so he renewed his promise in baptism 
to the New Testament church, saying, “For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39). 

perhaps you are thinking, “My sins as a father are so 
great. My shortcomings as a mother are so extensive. I am so 
ashamed of my performance as a teacher. If you only knew 
how far I missed the mark! Not only are my sins of omis-
sion as a mountain high, I have also committed sins, and my 
children know of them. I have been such a poor example. 
Is there still hope?”

Yes, in God there is hope. You cannot place yourself 
beyond the breadth of his Word and promises. he can 
save to the uttermost (heb. 7:25), forgive all iniquities  
(ps. 103:4), forgive according to the infinite riches of his 
grace ( James 5:15), and cleanse from all unrighteousness  
(1 John 1:9). God’s “plenteousness redemption” is higher yet 
than the mountain of your shortcomings. God’s grace runs 
deeper than your sin. “come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). There is hope for you and your future 
generations. There is infinite power to forgive and to redeem 
in the shed blood of the Lamb of God. Indeed, the Lord can 
hit straight even when using a crooked stick.

Are you a forgiven parent, a redeemed teacher? 

James W. Beeke is an elder in the chiliwack, B.c. heritage reformed congre-
gation and an international educational consultant.
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But there is forgiveness with thee,  
that thou mayest be feared. 
         — Psalm 130:4
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Internet News & Views
Nearly a hundred years ago, on Tuesday, April 16, 1912, the 
London Times reported that “the White Star liner Titanic, which 
left Southampton on Wednesday [April 10] on her maiden voy-
age to New York, came into collision with an iceberg some 
distance from cape race, Newfoundland, late on Sunday night, 
and sank yesterday morning. It is feared that only 675 of the 
passengers and crew, who numbered 2,300, have been saved.”

Front page from the  
London Times,  

April 23, 1912. It had  
the following caption:

An ocean disaster, unprecedented in history, has happened in the Atlantic.  
The White Star liner Titanic, on her maiden voyage, carrying nearly  

2,400 people, has been lost near Cape Race 1

This was big news, and the information, relayed by tele-
graph, was printed within a day of the incident taking place. 
commenting in the same issue, the editor noted that “the 
disaster.. . is a forcible reminder of the existence of natural 
forces which from time to time upset all our calculations and 
baff le all our precautions!”

Writing some seventy years earlier, on October 15, 1842, the 
same newspaper carried a report relaying some “most disastrous 
news...from the interior [of India], where the 41st regiment 
had been cut to pieces.” The incident took place in August 1842, 
and the news had taken nearly two months to reach London.

In June of 2009, Iranians took to the streets to protest what 
they saw as rigged elections. News was reported minute by 
minute, as it unfolded, by protesters sending “tweets.”2 people 
across the world followed these events in real-time. Someone 
calling himself “Montris” sent the following tweet:

Govt buildings being smashed, police batoning protesters, 
tear gas, rocks. . .head wounds all around Tehran

Later that day, another protester reported on twitter:
Between 50 –100 dead. police on motorcycles beating 
people. They drive by attacking women.3

protesters posted videos on YouTube directly from their 
videophones. One of the most harrowing of these videos was 
that of girl of 20 dying in the streets after being shot during 
a demonstration. The video was instantly available across the 
web and was watched by tens of thousands as well as being 
picked up by television stations.

iPad and the age of 24/7
In April of 2010, eBay founder 
and hawaii resident pierre 
Omidyar started a new kind 
of newspaper called “civil 
Break.” John Temple, the edi-
tor explained: “We’re going to 
be sharing with the public what 
we’re working on as we’re work-
ing on it, and the experience of 
working on it.” In other words, 
reporters will keep blogs and 
send tweets as they pursue sto-
ries. They’ll write regular news articles, but they’ll also host 
online discussions of the beats they cover — like politics or 
education. And they’ll maintain so-called topic pages, which 
will act as a constant living story, continually updated.4

In launching its latest product, the ipad, Steve Jobs of Apple 
demonstrated how news is changing. Both the New York Times 
and USA Today (among others) launched ipad apps5 to allow 
users to subscribe to the latest new stories over the Internet. 
Imagine being able to not only read news but also be instantly 
linked to a video posted by a blogger on the web. Or perhaps 
“customizing” your newspaper from all the available news down 
to only those areas that might particularly interest you. The 
news is becoming a commodity, something to be set up to 
reflect your tastes and interests, a means not only of receiving 
stories from around the world, but of instantly being kept up 
to date and indeed of being able to interact with people in the 
news via email, twitter, instant messages, or web discussions. 
We need no longer just be passive recipients of news, but we can 
now provide feedback, opinions, and complete instant surveys. 

News as entertainment
So why does this matter? In his well-known book, the late Neil 
postman, a professor of education, postulated that television as 
a medium of communication was so geared towards entertain-
ment that news lost any kind of seriousness and value. The focus 
was on filling a news program in such a way that the consumer 
(the television viewer) would not switch channels. postman 
argued that news had to entertain so that broadcasters could 
sell enough advertisements to continue operating. News became 
entertainment just as entertainment became news.

Filtering the news
In 1976, christian philosopher Francis Schaeffer produced a 
video entitled “how Should We Then Live: The rise and 
Decline of Western Thought and culture.” In one fascinating 
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scene, he illustrated how the same news story could be pre-
sented to the viewer from two completely different perspectives. 
Schaeffer ably illustrated how news can be made to reflect the 
views of the reporter, selectively presenting “acts” from a per-
spective that only emphasizes certain aspects.

This is particularly concerning because of reports in 2009 
from Don Maclean, a former radio 2 religious program host, 
in which he attacked the BBc and accused it of supporting a 
secularist campaign “to get rid of christianity.”6

So what?
What does this all mean for the christian community? First, 
let me suggest that we must be wise in what we see or read in 
the news. Being aware of the potential bias may help us analyze 
and think through issues being presented. Let us never forget 
that we live in a world of biases and agendas in which news is 
seldom, if ever, presented from a christian viewpoint.

We should also find encouragement in the way that the 
Internet has changed how news can now be gathered — some-
thing very different from the bleak picture that Neil postman  
presented. In contrast with only a few years ago, we now have 
the opportunity to uncover information directly from the 
source, rather than simply relying on a filtered view being 
presented by a news agency that may have its own agenda. 
With the Internet, we can blog, check twitter feeds, or quickly 
go to another news report. This kind of access has never been 
possible before! It is almost as if we are now able to “cut the 
middleman” out of the news story.

WWPHD
This direct access creates opportunities for churches and chris-
tians. You may have seen the moniker WWJD on badges, 
bracelets, and posters: “What Would Jesus Do?” Let us rather 
ask the question “What Would paul have Done?” The great 
apostle to the Gentiles did not simply set off on his mission-
ary journeys without first devising a clear strategy: he would 
generally travel to key cities and locations (corinth, Ephesus, 
etc.), then search out people who already had an interest in 
Yahweh (such as Synagogues or a prayer meeting in the case of 
Lydia). Finally, after preaching to these people, he would usu-
ally branch out to others in the area — even though this would 
often happen when he was thrown out of the synagogue! he 
had a clear strategy and so must we.

So WWphD? While we have an interest in news from 
around the world, very little has direct bearing on us, and 
we have influence over even less. however, as churches and 
individuals, we support missionaries across the world. We are 
also involved in local activities. We must focus our attention 
and our time on those areas of direct interest. For example, if 
we support missionaries in the philippines or Africa, we now 
have a wealth of resources at our fingertips. There is abso-
lutely no reason why we should not find out about issues that 
may be important to the missionaries we support. We can be 
informed of the local conditions, local politics, and pressures 

that may affect the work in these areas. We can pray better, we 
can correspond better with those we support. We can also sit 
together with our children and make this a family event. Why 
not spend a little time with your children on a regular basis 
exploring news and views from the mission field? I grew up as 
a Missionary Kid (MK for short!) and had little contact with 
my parents’ sending church. Now imagine if a child in a local 
church, after meeting MKs during their last furlough, was able 
to contact them once in a while and simply ask about how a 
local event (a monsoon, or the latest elections, etc.) has affected 
them? perhaps they can talk about what they are learning at 
school, or ever use Skype to talk face to face and look at books 
and magazines together! We have opportunity to create bonds 
of support that were impossible just a few years ago.

Not only can we be news consumers, we have opportunity 
to be news creators. We can use the Internet to publicize our 
local events, organize petitions and circulars, canvas support 
against anti-christian positions. We can post sermons online 
or evangelistic messages, and make these available to our local 
community. WWphD? he would have assessed the opportu-
nities open to him to use the Internet. Nothing is a substitute 
for the preaching of the Word or the witness of a neighbor or 
of a family member. rather, the Internet is a tool that can be 
used to reach people who increasingly are found surfing on their 
computers. Meeting people in the time of the apostles may have 
meant going to the marketplace or the Acropolis. Increasingly, 
today’s communities can be found meeting on the Internet, 
debating ideas, getting their news and information.

The greatest news of all
If paul used the resources at his disposal, so should we. Think 
of the roman road system creating an unparalleled opportu-
nity to carry the gospel to the whole known world. We not 
only have access to news from around the world, we have 
been entrusted with the very best news of all — the good 
news of the gospel. We need to focus on what is achievable 
and develop a clear strategy for making the best use of the 
opportunities that the world wide web creates. We must be 
proactive, not reactive. After all, WWphD?

1. From http://archive.timesonline.co.uk
2. A tweet is a post or status update on Twitter, a microblogging service that 

allows messages of 140 characters or less to be shared with others.
3. http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2009-06-14/harrowing-

tweets-from-iran/
4. http://www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=126183424
5. software programs targeted specifically for the ipad
6. For a full report on this, see the christian Institute web page http://www.

christian.org.uk/news/bbc-is-anti-christian-and-pro-muslim-says-ex-host

David Clark lives in England where he has served on the Boards of Evangeli-
cal press and Evangelical Times. he has worked with information technology for 
over thirty years. comments from readers on this series can be posted on David 
clark’s blog (http://parentsandtheinternet.blogspot.com) or sent via email to  
parentsAndTheInternet@googlemail.com. Where possible, posted contributions 
and emails will be answered anonymously in the final articles of this series.
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Should I Tell the Pastor?
In the course of family visitation, elders will sometimes hear 
criticism of their pastor’s preaching. Should they tell the 
pastor? here are some questions to ask to help you decide 
how to handle the criticism.

1. Who is making the criticism?
If it is a godly and faithful christian, then you will pay much 
more attention to it than to someone who is not professing to 
be a christian. If a particular christian has an imbalanced 
theology or some particular “theological hobby horses,” then 
this, too, should be taken into account when weighing the 
criticism’s validity. 

2. Have they ever said anything positive about the pastor? 
If not, then the criticism may be motivated by personal enmity 
and malice. It would be unusual if a pastor had never said or 
done anything positive. 

3. How many times have you heard this criticism? 
A ruling elder should not pass on to the preacher every criti-
cism he hears. If the criticism only comes from one source, 
then you are far less likely to pass it on than if you heard the 
same thing from a number of sources (1 Tim. 5:19). 

4. Is the criticism fair and objective? 
If not, then the elder should defend the pastor. he should 
not just sit there absorbing the criticisms like a sponge. That 
only encourages the critic to go on and on. And critics in the 
church get to know the elders that are “soft” and who will do 
their backhanded work by passing on their criticism. Some 
people’s criticisms simply reflect their personal preferences for 
a particular type of preaching. That, too, must be weighed. 

5. Does the criticism extend beyond one sermon? 
Every pastor preaches an unsatisfying sermon from time to 
time. he probably knows it better than anyone. Maybe he 
did not have much time to prepare that week. perhaps he 
never slept on Saturday night. possibly someone in the back 
row was sleeping or laughing. There are many different rea-
sons for a pastor preaching a poor sermon now and again. 
It’s terribly unfair for someone to ignore the vast majority of 
a preacher’s sermons to focus on one here or one there that 
fell short of his usual standards. 

6. Might there be a special reason for that sermon? 
Sometimes a pastor may have a reason to preach on some-
thing, or a reason to preach in a particular way that he cannot 
explain publicly. Maybe he’s preaching to a special prob-
lem that only he knows about. perhaps he’s trying to reach 

the children in 
the congrega-
tion. possibly 
he’s preaching 
in this st yle 
because he knows someone is bringing along a skeptical 
scientist to the service. Maybe a college student has asked 
him to answer a question raised by one of her lecturers. 
Sometimes even the pastor himself does not fully know the 
reason why a particular text, sermon, or preaching style has 
been laid upon him by the Lord for that time.

7. Has the critic spoken to the pastor? 
It’s amazing how much criticism would be reduced in churches 
if critics knew that elders will not take their criticisms seri-
ously until they have tried speaking to the pastor themselves. 
“have you spoken to the pastor yourself?” would slow the 
vast majority of criticisms to a trickle. There may be special 
circumstances where this is not possible or wise, but if the 
criticism is serious enough for the pastor to hear, he should 
usually hear it from the critic first hand. And if the critic is 
not willing to do this, then it cannot be as serious to him as he 
makes out. Sadly, some critics are not only good at making the 
bullets, but at finding the elder most willing to fire them, too. 

8. Is this the right time to speak to the pastor?
Let’s assume then that the critic has spoken to the pastor, or 
that there are a number of legitimate concerns coming from 
different reputable sources. The elder now has to decide when 
to raise the subject. This is all-important if the aim really is 
to bring about necessary and beneficial change in the pastor’s 
preaching. here are some guidelines: 

(a) Do it privately and not in front of other elders to 
begin with. 

(b) Don’t do it immediately after or before a service. 
And never do it on a Monday, when the pastor is often 
spent from Sunday’s exertions. 

(c) Find out how the pastor is doing — spiritually, men-
tally, physically, relationally, etc. Try to find out if he 
is already carrying large burdens or major worries. You 
don’t want to be the straw that breaks the camel’s back. 

(d) preface your remarks with any encouraging com-
ments you have gathered in family visitation.

Dr. David P. Murray is professor of Old Testament and practical Theology at 
puritan reformed Theological Seminary, Grand rapids, Michigan.
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<Practical christianity>

If you were to choose one phrase to describe yourself, what 
would it be? One might argue that, for the Apostle paul, it 
would be this: “a servant of Jesus christ.” he uses it repeatedly 
to describe his privileged status as a disciple of Jesus — bound 
to exclusive, absolute, willing obedience. But there was a time 
when he would have been the last person on earth to embrace 
and employ such a title. What made “a blasphemer, a persecu-
tor, and injurious” adopt the posture of christ’s bondservant?

The change occurred just outside Damascus. paul was 
traveling to the city, intent upon doing violence to the fol-
lowers of Jesus of Nazareth. Suddenly a light from heaven 
shone around him and he fell to the ground. Who knows 
what went through his mind at that moment? What did he 
expect? No doubt the persecutor believed that he was doing 
the will of God; perhaps he even anticipated some divine 
commendation. Instead a voice spoke to the man lying on the 
earth: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” What a shudder 
must have gone through the heart of that proud man. There 
is already new humility in his confused question: “Who art 
thou, Lord?” Then these words of staggering reality give the 
crushing answer: “I am Jesus.” We might wonder how paul 
survived the shock: that imposter, the cursed Nazarene, is the 
Lord of glory. “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest. It is hard 
for you to kick against the pricks.” he had known and per-
haps been bested by Stephen, heard his pointed and powerful 
sermon and seen his face at his death; he had listened to the 
believing confessions of tortured followers of the Way; he had 
studied endlessly the testimonies of the hebrew Scriptures, 
his treasured scrolls. And now he is confronted and cast down 
by the very Messiah that he has been anticipating, the very 
Messiah that he has been persecuting.

No wonder he was “trembling and astonished.” Stripped 
of all self-righteousness and all self-confidence, his entire 
world upended by this striking moment of divine revelation, 
he bows his head and asks a question: “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?”

That question gives us an insight into a humbled heart; it 
shows us a disciple’s disposition. certainly there is still much 
pondering and praying for paul over the coming hours, but 
this phrase opens a door by which we can gaze into a bond-
servant’s soul. here is the subordination of one’s own will to 
the will of another. here is a posture of voluntary humility 
and ready obedience.

paul’s response is personal. he is face to face with christ, 
and there is no thought of anyone else. his relationship to 
this Jesus is all that now matters. he is concerned not about 
what he himself would like to do, what others would have him 
do, or what others should themselves do. “What dost thou, 

christ Jesus, want me, Saul of Tarsus, to do?” Every other 
allegiance, legitimate or otherwise, assumes its relative and 
proper obscurity next to the claims of christ.

his response is immediate. This may be the most com-
plete and radical change of plan in the history of the world. 
What christ speaks will be the rule of his life from this 
moment. No other plans or purposes will come into the 
equation, and nothing will be put off to a more convenient 
occasion. The risen Lord has declared himself, and instantly 
this man asks only what is required of him. All paul’s hopes, 
schemes, and dreams — short, middle, and long term — are 
instantly abandoned, and all he is and has are put at the 
immediate disposal of the Lord christ.

his response is unconditional. paul has no idea what Jesus 
of Nazareth will ask of him. Who can say what his com-
mand will demand? But that is not the issue. The possible 
answers do not prevent or inhibit the question. The sense 
of his question implies this: “Anything and everything that 
thou mightest require I stand ready to give.” This is not some 
strutting boast, but an unavoidable declaration in the light of 
him who stands before paul.

his response is voluntary. It is a conscious and willing 
response. This is a deliberate act of consecration, an offer-
ing up of himself with a ready heart. There is no coercion, 
only felt obligation. This is not an accidental attitude, but a 
purposeful seeking out of the will of christ in order to do it.

And so his response is fundamentally active. There is an 
immediate awareness that this Messiah will require and be 
entitled to a life lived to the praise of his glory, a life in which 
everything is given not anemically but vigorously, not dragged 
out under duress but poured out exultantly. The living follows 
the birthing, the doing follows the saving.

And what is the source of this outlook? From where does 
this disciple’s disposition arise? It is a believing response to 
Jesus of Nazareth, the risen Lord and God’s christ: “I am 
Jesus.” It is the unparalleled glory of his unalloyed divin-
ity and glorious humanity that has captured paul’s heart. 
It is Jesus as the promised prophet, priest, and King; the 
Son of David; the one Mediator between God and man; the 
redeemer of God’s elect; the hope of Israel; the Light of 
nations; the Dayspring from on high; the Lord of lords and 
King of kings. paul has opposed him with every fiber of his 
being, and he has responded with sovereign mercy. When 
paul later writes that “he loved me and gave himself for me,” 
he is speaking of this Jesus whom he had persecuted. When 
the Father sought a ransomer, a voice like many waters 
answered, “I will go.” Where angels and men were helpless, 
the Lord of men and angels gave himself to save his people 
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from their sins. he died for those who were still his enemies. 
he died for Saul of Tarsus. he died for sinners.

And the man who sees — even faintly — the person and 
the work of this Jesus, whom God has made both Lord and 
christ, asks this: “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”

It is a believing sight of Jesus christ that liberates us from 
anemic, self-satisfied, shallow, take-it-or-leave-it religion. Do 
not say that if only you could see him as paul saw him, you 
would have a different attitude. his glory shines on every 
page of your Bible, and you, with regeneration, are enabled to 
truly perceive him. he is the same yesterday, today, and for-
ever. he is no less glorious and no less gracious than he was 
on the day when he appeared to paul. The Scriptures sing 
of his majesty and speak of his excellence, painting him in 
all the glorious colors that God has intended us to see in the 
portrait of his Son, lit up with the shining light of the holy 
Spirit. If we have been given eyes to see and hearts to believe, 
all that is expected is that we love greatly as those greatly 
forgiven by our great God and Savior, and live accordingly.

What does it mean? It is not a call to some extravagant 
but ultimately empty gesture allegedly made for the sake of 
the kingdom, or some energetic but perhaps pointless dem-
onstration of wrong-headed zeal. It may or may not demand 
a radical change of direction. It may or may not be a call to a 
sacrifice of which you have not before dreamed. But, whatever 
else it requires, it will demand a change of attitude and call 
you to a different spirit. It means that you begin to ask not 
what you must do for christ, but what you can do. It means 
a readiness to serve God wherever and whenever he may call 
us, whether that is where we are now or somewhere else where 
he would have us to be. It means that we bow the knee before 
Jesus, God’s Lord and christ, and make a personal, imme-
diate, unconditional, voluntary, and active response, asking, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” It means being ready 
to follow him, whatever the answer, and ready to serve him, 
whatever the cost. That is a disciple’s disposition.

Rev. Jeremy Walker is co-pastor of Maidenbower Baptist church. he blogs at 
The Wanderer and is co-author of A Portrait of Paul: Identifying A True Minister 
of Christ (Grand rapids: reformation heritage Books, 2010).

relatively early in my 
preaching career, I had the 
opportunity to preach the 
opening sermon at a con-
ference. The main confer-
ence speaker was a man 
that I consider to be one of 
the finest preachers of our 
times. After hearing me 
preach, he paid me a com-
pliment that I did not fully 
appreciate or understand 
at the time. he said to 
me something like, “You 
are one of the few young 

preachers in the denomination who actually recognizes that 
he is preaching to people.”

At first, I did not understand what he meant, but then I 
proceeded to listen to him preach over the subsequent days 
of the conference and, as my heart was moved by God’s 
Word preached through him, I began to get it.

Unfortunately, as I matured in my ministry I soon for-
got that early lesson and drifted into a practice of “wiki-
preaching,” in which I provided people with biblical facts 
rather than the Word preached. I preached at people rather 
than to people. I gave them research papers that proved my 

knowledge of the original languages and systematic theol-
ogy, but tended little to their souls. I forgot that I was sup-
posed to be preaching to people. how about you? Are you 
preaching to people?

DesperAte NeeD
Now, at first blush, this question may seem utterly ridicu-
lous. You are probably saying, “Of course I am preaching to 
people! They are sitting there in the pews before me and I 
am speaking directly to them.” But I am not talking about 
simply making audible noises in the general direction of the 
congregation. rather, I am talking about preaching that 
is consciously directed at the heart of the believer. I am 
talking about preaching that understands that the pews are 
filled with pilgrims who are voyaging through a spiritual 
wilderness, not with students who are trying to earn their 
certificate in reformed theological studies.

I believe the reformed church is in desperate need of 
preachers who are passionate about preaching to people rather 
than merely giving a theological lecture or an oral commen-
tary on a biblical text. Now, before I am accused of joining 
the ranks of the “emergent church,” let me state without 
equivocation that preaching must be both theologically sound 
and built upon the foundation of careful biblical exegesis. I 
am not advocating for f luffy, felt-needs sermons that tickle 
the ears of post-moderns searching for existential authentic-

Preaching to People
coNfessioNs of A preAcherAnthony Selvaggio

48 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth FEBRUARY 2011



ity. I am simply calling for sermons which are delivered with 
the recognition that preaching, while targeting the intellect, 
is ultimately aimed at the transformation of the heart and 
will of actual living and breathing people sitting in the pews.

time for cAutioN
The importance of this need has been brought to my atten-
tion recently in three ways. First, there was Iain Murray’s 
excellent article in the February 2010 issue of Banner of 
Truth magazine entitled, “Expository preaching — time for 
caution.” In this article, Murray admonishes preachers that 
they need to do more than simply instruct in their ser-
mons: “preaching needs to be much more than an agency of 
instruction. It needs to strike, awaken, and arouse men and 
women so that they themselves become bright christians 
and daily students of Scripture. If the preacher conceives his 
work primarily in terms of giving instruction, rather than 
of giving stimulus, the sermon, in most hands, very easily 
becomes a sort of weekly ‘class’ — an end in itself.”

Murray goes on to describe the traditional Scottish dis-
tinction between a “lecture” and a “sermon.” The former was 
an on-going commentary-like address on the content of a 
passage; the latter was a completed distinct message tailored 
to move the hearts of people. Murray laments that much of 
what goes under the title of “sermon” today in the reformed 
church is really nothing more than a “lecture.”

Whatever you think about Murray’s criticism of the 
expository method as presently practiced, his warnings 
about reformed preaching turning into reformed lectur-
ing is one that I have taken to heart.

DiAgNosis esseNtiAl
A second way God brought this need to my attention was 
through my wife’s devotional reading. She is presently using 
volume 2 of D. A. carson’s excellent daily devotional, For 
the Love of God (crossway, 1999). She brought the reading 
for April 21 to my attention, in which carson comments 
on 2 Timothy 4:2: “preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine.”

I found carson’s comments on the phrase “reprove, 
rebuke, exhort” particularly challenging: “preaching the 
Word means more than the mere conveying of informa-
tion. There is information, of course, but it is so shaped and 
applied that it functions in one or more of these transforming 
ways. Thus the minister of the gospel is necessarily a spiritual 
diagnostician, discerning the ailment and knowing what 
remedies to apply. pity the minister of the Word who applies 
encouragement when rebuke is called for, or the reverse.”

carson reminded me of the importance of doing spiri-
tual diagnostics before I preach. he reminded me to assess 
the real lives of the people I am preaching to and tailor the 
application accordingly. he reminded me that the preacher 
must be a spiritual cardiologist.

The third way this need came to my attention was an 
article on the power of God’s Word, co-authored by Joel 
Beeke and ray Lanning. The article is entitled “The Trans-
forming power of Scripture” and it appeared in the book 
Sola Scriptura: The Protestant position on the Bible (refor-
mation Trust, 2009). In it the authors call on preachers to 
preach “experimentally” as well as doctrinally; that is, they 
call on preachers to preach to the actual christian experi-
ence of real people trying to live the christian life.

ApplicAtioN esseNtiAl
The authors make the following observation regarding what 
is often lacking in modern preaching: “The Word of God 
is often preached today in a way that will never transform 
anyone because it never discriminates or applies. preaching is 
then reduced to a lecture, a demonstration, a catering to the 
wishes and comforts of men, or a form of ‘experientialism’ that 
is cut loose from the foundation of Scripture. Such preaching 
fails to expound from the Scripture what the reformers called 
vital religion: how a sinner is continually stripped of his own 
righteousness; how he is driven to christ alone for a full-orbed 
salvation; how he finds joy in simple reliance upon christ and 
strives after obedience to him; how he encounters the plague 
of indwelling sin, battles against backsliding, and gradually 
gains full victory by faith in christ” (p. 127).

I can remember having far too little esteem for the 
“experimental” or “experiential” preaching crowd in my early 
days in seminary. I was too full of my more “academic” and 
“high-minded” redemptive-historical approach to indulge in 
the misguided casuistry of the neo-puritans. Then I attended 
one of the Banner of Truth ministers’ conferences and real-
ized that I had something to learn from these men and their 
passion to apply God’s Word to the heart of the believers 
and to the essence of the christian experience. Beeke and 
Lanning have reminded me that I still have much to learn 
from them.

reAl people
After being bombarded by these admonishments, I have 
vowed to improve my preaching accordingly. Therefore, 
as I prepare my sermons, I purposely remind myself that I 
am preaching to real people, not some theoretical, homog-
enized, and faceless congregation.

I remind myself of the struggling mother, the man with 
the chronically ill wife, the family with the wayward son, 
and the guy who has no idea of what grace really is. I remind 
myself that I am proclaiming God’s Word from a pulpit and 
not a lectern. I remind myself that God’s Word is a sharp, 
two-edged sword and not a dull pocket-knife. I remind 
myself that I am preaching to people. how about you? Are 
you preaching to people?

Anthony Selvaggio is a visiting professor of New Testament studies at reformed 
presbyterian Theological Seminary, pittsburgh.
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Decisional Regeneration vs. Divine Regeneration
Jay Adams
how empty and superficial much of the “born-again” 
population has become. This small and readable book 
traces many of the problems facing the church today 
back to the idea that we can, by our own actions, 
save ourselves. Adams gives a startling critique of 
decisional regeneration and applies the true gospel 
as the remedy for our waning days. 

(pB, SGcB, 61 pgs.) $8.00 | $6.00

The Family Tree of Reformed Biblical Theology
Richard C. Barcellos
For those who love reformed biblical theology and 
reformed systematic theology, this is a satisfying book, 
providing for us a family tree of continuity from the 
prince of the puritans, John Owen, to the father of 
reformed biblical theology, Geerhardus Vos. 

(pB, rBAp, 324 pgs.) $32.00 | $24.00

Unpacking Forgiveness: Biblical Answers for Com-
plex Questions and Deep Wounds — Chris Brauns
people let us down, hurt us, and bruise us — and the 
emotional wounds left by such treatment can run deep 
and far. Sometimes the farthest thing from our minds is 
forgiveness. Yet, this is exactly what we are called to as 
christians. Brauns unpacks for us the biblical teaching 
of true and heartfelt forgiveness. If you’ve been strug-

gling or know someone who has, this book presents the reader with a 
wonderful hand of guidance to liberate you from your past. 

(pB, crossway, 235 pgs.) $18.00 | $13.50

The Trials of Theology — Andrew J. B. Cameron
The study of theology is a strengthening discipline, 
but it also poses certain dangers. This book seeks to 
navigate the reader through such trials by relying on 
the wisdom from voices past: Augustine, Luther, Spur-
geon, Warfield, and more. Be refreshed by these words 
of praise to God. 

(pB, christian Focus, 191 pgs.) $15.00 | $11.25

Helpful Truth in Past Places: The Puritan Practice 
of Biblical Counseling — Mark Deckard
The puritans were masters at understanding the nature 
of human beings and applying Scripture in practical 
ways to help people with their struggles and prob-
lems. Looking to Scripture as the final authority, they 
grounded their own counseling practices in a proper 
view of the sovereignty of God and the underlying 

heart issues of people. By understanding why people struggle and the 
provision God makes for our struggles, counselors today will be better 
equipped to guide those they counsel toward God-appointed solutions. 

(pB, Mentor, 219 pgs.) $20.00 | $15.00

The Big Book of Bible Truths , 2 vols.
Sinclair Ferguson
You can never have too many stories! children love 
them; in fact, we all do! And who better to hear about 
in a story than the greatest storyteller himself, Jesus? 
Through the stories of this book you will find out about 
Jesus, what it means to be a christian, and lots of other 

Bible truths from the Word of God. 
(pB, christian Focus, Vol. 1, 59 pgs.; Vol. 2, 55 pgs.) $15.00 | $11.00 each
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Taking Hold of God: Reformed and Puri-
tan Perspectives on Prayer
Joel R. Beeke and Brian G. Najapfour, Eds.
In Taking Hold of God, you will enter the trea-
sury of the church of Jesus christ and discover 
some of its most valuable gems on the sub-
ject of christian prayer. The writings of the 
reformers and puritans shine with the glory of 
God in christ, offering us much wisdom and 
insight today that can make our own prayer 
lives more informed, more extensive, more 

fervent, and more effectual. Six contemporary scholars explore the 
writings and prayer lives of several reformers and puritans — among 
them Martin Luther, John calvin, William perkins, Matthew 
henry, and Jonathan Edwards — guiding us to growth in prayer 
and a more grateful communion with God.

“Taking Hold of God is a veritable gold mine on the subject of prayer. 
Beeke and Najapfour have brought together in one volume the 
teaching on prayer of the giants of the reformation and puritan eras: 
Luther, calvin, Knox, perkins, Bunyan, henry, Edwards and others. 
I was personally encouraged and stimulated to take my own prayer 
life to a higher and hopefully more productive level. All believers 
who have any desire to pray effectively will profit from this book.”

— Jerry Bridges, a longtime staff member of the  
Navigators and author of The Pursuit of Holiness

(280 pages, pB) $16.00/12.00

Theodorus Frelinghuysen’s Evangelism: 
Catalyst to the First Great Awakening
Scott Maze
This book presents a thorough investigation 
of the evangelistic contributions of Theodorus 
Jacobus Frelinghuysen (1692–1747/8) within 
the context of the First Great Awakening. 
In it, Scott Maze identifies the theological 
foundations of Frelinghuysen’s ministry, 
surveys his key evangelistic endeavors, and 
evaluates the effects these things had on the 

Great Awakening. This book sheds light on a lesser known figure 
of the Great Awakening, reveals the influence of the Dutch Further 
reformation (Nadere Reformatie) in colonial North America, and 
provides significant insights in terms of ministry contextualization 
for the contemporary student of evangelism.

“Theodorus Jacobus Frelinghuysen owes Scott Maze a favor. Through 
a delightful combination of careful historical research and deep pastoral 
concern, Maze lays out for us Frelinghuysen’s important contribution 
to the First Great Awakening. here we see a prophet of a palpable 
evangelism whose pungent preaching hit the target for a hard-hearted 
and rugged people of New Jersey’s 18th-century frontier. Thanks to 
Maze’s work, we’ll all learn something about the past and we’ll also be 
challenged to a greater evangelistic zeal in the present.”

— Stephen J. Nichols, research professor of christianity and  
culture at Lancaster Bible college and Graduate School

(224 pages, pB) $25.00/19.00

OtheR NeW BOOkS

NeW RhB BOOkS



Sinful Speech — John Flavel
The ancients believed that there were as many sins 
of the tongue as letters in the alphabet, while the 
Apostle James described the tongue as “a world of 
iniquity.” The puritan preacher, John Flavel, was often 
grieved by the language used by professing christians. 
here he warns against several forms of sinful speech 
and points to the Spirit’s excellent way to season our 

words, and keep them sweet and sound (col. 4:6). 
(pB, Banner, 91 pgs.) $6.00 | $4.00

How Shall They Hear? Sharing Your Christian 
Faith with Muslims — E.M. Hicham
In one way, all christians are called to be missionaries. 
Over the last decade, the West has seen an incredible 
influx of Islamic immigration. how are christians to 
effectively minister to Muslims? hicham, who was 
raised with a Muslim background, not only offers 
readers a guide to their beliefs, but also how to inter-
act with everyday Islam. This book serves as a serious 

reference of profound importance for believers. 
(pB, Ambassador, 328 pgs.) $15.00 | $10.50

While the Bridegroom Tarries — R.B. Kuiper
This book is a compilation of sermons preached by 
r.B. Kuiper. Kuiper directs readers to live in the light 
of christ’s return. Every christian must be found 
prepared and waiting for that glorious day. preached 
shortly after WWI, in a day of optimism for human 
progress, these sermons are still useful to call us out 
of a spiritual slumber and into a life of constant faith. 

(pB, Banner, 160 pgs.) $14.00 | $11.50

Scottish Highlands Adventures
Catherine Mackenzie
The Scottish highlands bring to mind history, adven-
ture, and excitement. There are wild mountains and 
dramatic glens. red deer populate the forests and, if 
you pay attention, you might even spot a golden eagle 
on the wing. read about this tiny part of the world 
and how God made it, blessed the people who have 
lived in it, and blessed the world through it. 

(pB, christian Focus, 84 pgs.) $8.00 | $6.00

In God’s School: Foundations for a Christian Life
Pierre Ch. Marcel
Following the outline of calvin’s Geneva cate-
chism along with the heidelberg catechism, Mar-
cel instructs in doctrine by expounding the Apostles’ 
creed; in ethics by the Ten commandments; and in 
christian worship by the Lord’s prayer. This is an 
outstanding aid for teaching the christian faith to 
young and old alike, presenting a lively sense of the 

personal as well as corporate dimensions of the faith.
(pB, Wipf & Stock, 198 pgs.) $23.00 | $17.00

A Sweet and Bitter Providence — John Piper
The timeless themes of love, racial tension, and God’s 
perplexing and perfect plans are as much a part of our 
human experience today as they were for ruth and 
Boaz over three thousand years ago. Their unique story 
of love and racial alliance plays out uncannily under the 
invisible hand of God. And in their hazardous acts of 

faithfulness, the reward of providence was unimagined — they would 
bring forth a line leading to the King of kings. 

(hc, crossway, 214 pgs.) $18.00 | $13.50

A Cluster of Camphire: Words of Cheer and Comfort 
to Sick and Sorrowful Souls — Susannah Spurgeon
Mrs. Spurgeon wrote this small book shortly after her 
husband, charles Spurgeon, passed away. It was intended 
to offer peace to those who had lost a loved one. These 
words offer help to those who are acquainted with sorrow 
themselves or often deal with people in painful circum-
stances.          (hc, pBp, 174 pgs.) $17.50 | $13.50

Teach Them to Pray — Paul Tautges
church leaders and teachers must not only tell their 
flocks to pray — they must also teach them how to do 
it. There must be instruction in the biblical principles, 
examples, and commands concerning a life of prayer. 
Tautges offers a great tool for this very thing. As a pas-
tor and teacher, he skillfully guides readers through a 
biblical understanding of prayer. 

(pB, Day One, 124 pgs.) $10.00 | $7.50

Jungle Doctor to the Rescue (vol. 15 of series)
Paul White
There are dark and dangerous events afoot in Mvumi. 
The Jungle Doctor not only has to look out for the 
needs of his sick patients, but he also has to keep an 
eye out for his staff. There is a prisoner on the loose 
and they are all in danger as Dawa, the witchdoctor, 
has vengeance on his mind. 

(pB, christian Focus, 159 pgs.) $7.00 | $5.25

Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St., NE, Grand rapids, MI 49525

616 –977– 0889 / Fax: 616 –285–3246
www.heritagebooks.org e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

Qty. Author/Title Price Total

Sub-total
Sales Tax

Postage
Total
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  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 
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Exp. Date ________________________________________     Security code ______________________

All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. canadian cus-
tomers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your check or pay by VISA 
or Mastercard.

Mich. residents add 6% sales tax. 
postage (US 12%, min. $3.99; 

canada: 20%, min. $7.50; 
Overseas: 28%, min. $10.00)

These titles are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price. PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

FEBRUARY 2011 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 51

& JAy t. collier     Joel r. Beeke



Dear children, most 
of you have heard 
the Bible stories since 
you were very young. 
The Bible is a pre-
cious book, the most 
important book ever 
written. From it, we 
learn about the Lord 
Jesus christ, who 
gave his life to save 

sinners. We can also learn many valuable lessons for everyday 
life. One of these lessons is about loving our brothers and 
sisters. Do you have brothers or sisters? God wants us to be 
loving and kind to them. These lessons also apply to everyone 
with whom we come into contact — especially our families.

On the sixth day of creation, God created Adam. Then he 
said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him” (Genesis 2:18). So God created 
Eve and they became husband and wife, the first family. God 
blessed them with children: first cain, then Abel. Did these 
two brothers love each other? No, children; sadly, the first fam-
ily on earth was a sinful one. This must have grieved Adam and 
Eve, who knew perfection in the Garden of Eden. The root of 
the strife between the first two brothers was evidence of what 
God had told the serpent: “And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). 
God was talking about the battle between good and evil, which 
will last until Jesus returns. This is true for every believer, who 
knows the warfare against sin in his or her own heart. It is also 
true between the world and God’s people ( John 15:18 –19). 
cain did not love the Lord and Abel did. That is why cain 
hated his brother Abel, so much so that he killed him! 

There are some things we must learn from these sad stories 
in the Bible. Indeed, we are all sinful and “inclined to all evil.” 
But we may not use that as an excuse to sin! We must f lee from 
sin and ask God to help us fight against sin. There are several 
lessons we need to learn from the stories recorded in the Bible. 
Look at the grief and sorrow caused by family strife. cain was 
miserable after he killed his brother; he f led away from his 
family and did not ask God for forgiveness. Joseph’s brothers 
lived with the guilt of their sin all their lives. Young children 
watch their parent’s behavior and learn from it. For instance, 
Abraham’s sons, Isaac and Ishmael, fought with each other so 
much that hagar and Ishmael had to leave. Isaac’s sons, Jacob 
and Esau, repeated this pattern. After that, Jacob’s children 
behaved the same way. 

Yet, thankfully, God rules over everything. he is not per-
plexed or confused by the sins of human beings. he uses every-
thing — even sin — to bring glory and honor to his holy Name. 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob learned many valuable lessons of 
faith through their trials. Joseph also learned to rely on God 
for everything, and the Lord used him to bring relief to many 
hungry people during the years of famine.

I am not saying that it is acceptable to fight and argue with 
your brothers and sisters. Not at all! This behavior brings great 
dishonor to God, especially when we call ourselves “chris-
tian.” Thankfully, not every brother and sister hate and envy 
one another to this extent. There are also examples in the 
Bible of loving families. When Jesus was on earth, he loved 
to visit Lazarus and his sisters Mary and Martha ( John 11:5). 
They loved Jesus, but they also loved each other. Their home 
was a haven of rest and peace for Jesus. Wouldn’t you love 
to have a home that brings peace and comfort to those who 
visit? What about the rest of the time when no one is visiting, 
or when your parents aren’t there to supervise you and your 
siblings? I am going to ask you some searching questions. Will 
you please examine your heart and answer these questions 
honestly before God? Are you living a life that glorifies God? 
Do you bring peace to your family, or do you cause strife? Do 
your brothers and sisters cry out to God because you cause 
them pain? Do they ask God to spare them from becoming 
like you? Do you love yourself more than God and more than 
others? Is your behavior causing others to turn away from God 
and the Bible? Do not think that we are better than cain or 
Joseph’s brothers. have you never felt the grip of envy in your 
heart? have you never wanted what your brother or sister 
has? Were you ever secretly glad that your brother or sister’s 
toy broke, or that they were punished for something, maybe 
even for something that was really your fault? have you ever 
hit your brother or sister or said mean things to them? Those 
are the same feelings that led cain to kill his brother, Abel. 
Ask the holy Spirit to help you examine your heart and to 
confess your sins to God. Turn at once to God and plead for 
forgiveness. Ask him to give you a new heart.

perhaps you are the one who is being taunted. Do your 
brothers and sisters tease you? I hope you do not react in a sinful 
way. You may not shout and call names in return. It is true, you 
must not allow another person to continue hurting you, but you 
must use the proper means. Sin must not be permitted to grow 
and flourish; tell a parent or another adult. Most of all, tell the 
Lord. he has promised to defend the needy. “Fear thou not; 
for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness” (Isaiah 41:10). he is a 
Father who tenderly cares for his children. Also, pray for those 
who hurt you, for they need the holy Spirit’s work as well. Ask 
him to fill you with love for those who cause you pain. Are you 
contributing to a peaceful household?

diana kleyn
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for our children • brothers and sisters

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.



A revival was occurring at a school for girls. From day to day and week to week, 
young girls were being added to the kingdom of God. There seemed to be no one 
untouched by the work of the Spirit. Some were already rejoicing in the blessing 
of forgiveness of their sins; others wrestled over the guilt of their sins, crying out 
for salvation. One girl, Ellen, stood out from the rest. her many talents had been 
appreciated and admired by fellow students and teachers alike. She was about to 
graduate: would her talents and energy be used to honor God or to serve herself 
only? All the girls who had been touched by the holy Spirit had bowed under 
the weight of the burden of their sins, but in each case, the Lord had granted 
salvation and their burdens had rolled away. Ellen, however, continued to struggle 
with her heavy burden. She was deeply convinced of her guilt and danger, yet she 
remained outside of christ.

Week after week went by, but Ellen found no peace. Outwardly, she was calm, 
but it was the calmness of despair. Whether in the classroom or at mealtime 
or free time, one glance at her face told of her gloom and agony. Many hearts 
ached for her, and many prayers ascended to God on her behalf. her teachers 
and classmates found opportunities to speak with her about salvation, but it seemed nothing helped. 

“It’s no use,” she would say. “All this has been explained to me over and over, as clearly as can be. But there is something 
in the way; I cannot come to the Savior, and I fear I never shall!”

“We cannot help her,” sighed one of Ellen’s friends when they met together for prayer.
“Yes, we can!” replied one of the other girls. “We can pray for her, which is the best way to help!”
After some time, there was a change in Ellen. It was the change from death to life worked in her soul by the holy Spirit 

that all the students and teachers were waiting for. The peace on Ellen’s face was as obvious as the anguish had been before. 
“Oh, what a wonderful way of salvation!” she exclaimed. “how simple; how beautiful; how glorious! Why did I not see it 
before? Why did I not come to christ earlier? That mysterious hindrance in my way was nothing but unbelief!”

Ellen herself admitted that it was “nothing but unbelief ” which kept her from the Lord Jesus. Now, “being justified by 
faith,” Ellen had “peace with God through our Lord Jesus christ” (romans 5:1). Is unbelief keeping you from christ today? 
Unbelief is like a wall between your soul and christ. “And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name 
of his Son Jesus christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment” (1 John 3:23). What christ commands he is 
able and willing to give (Acts 5:31; 11:18). Faith is a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8). Ask and you shall receive (Luke 11:8 –13).
Adapted from Sketches from Life; or, Illustrations of the Influence of Christianity (New York: American Tract Society, n.d.), 268 – 69.
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Thanks again to all who answered last month’s quiz! 

“

here are the answers to last month’s quiz.
 1. shall 
 2. people 
 3. yieldeth
 4. perisheth 
 5. daughters
 6. hardeneth
 7. these
 8. righteousness 
 9. wisdom
10. full
11. rejoice

12. reproached
13. obtain
14. therefore
15. christ
16. chastenest
17. LORD
18. keepeth the law
19. righteousness
20. whose 
21. despise
22. things

23. inherit
24. chosen
25. affliction
26. tried
27. which
28. persecute
29. purgeth
30. poor
31. do 

32. “happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in the LORD his God” (psalm 146:5).

”
A Wonderful Way of  

   Salvation!
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Puzzle
This puzzle has three parts. One part is titled “Don’t,” which teaches us what are not loving and kind behaviors and attitudes 
toward our siblings. Another part is titled “Do,” which contains some of God’s commands of how to truly love our brothers and 
sisters. Each of the letters of the alphabet has been given a number. Use these numbers to write the correct letters in the blanks. 
Some of the letters have been underlined in orange. place these letters in order in the blanks in the third section (# 28) to spell out 
a text about love. Don’t get confused by the numbers in the brackets: those are the text references. Do as many as you can. Some 
of you are very young, and this puzzle may be too long for you. It is important to remember the message of the puzzle most of all.

A B c D E F G h I J K L m N O p Q R S T U V W x Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Banner puzzles and Questions
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn

540 crescent St., NE, Grand rapids, MI 49503
e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.netplease send your puzzle answers to: 

d
o

n’
t:

d
o:
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 1.                                                                           (             15:1).
       16   12    5    1    19    5       13   25   19    5    12   6              6     9    18   19   20        18   14   19

 2.                    (             4:1).
       6     9    7     8    20        10    1    19

 3.                                         (          5:22).
      3     1    12   12      14   1    13    5    19         13   20

 4.                    (          20:17).
       3   15   22 5    20            5    24

 5.                                                                                                        
      8    1    20    5             13   25             2    18   15   20    8    5    18       15   18     19    9    19   20    5   18
   (             19:17).
      12    5    22

 6.                                                                                           
      19  12    1    14    4     5    18            13   25             2   18    15   20   8     5    18            15  18
                         (          50:20).
    19    9   19    20   5    18         16   19 

 7.                 (             5: 26).
      5    14    22   25         7    1    12

 8.                                                                                                               
      12    5   20            20    8     5            19   21    14             7   15             4    15   23   14            15  14            13  25
                      (             4:26).
     1    14    7     5   18          5    16    8

 9.                                                (             19:18).
      19    5     5    11            18    5    22    5   14    7     5          12   5    22

10.                                                                          (             5: 26).
       16   18   15   22  15   11    5             15   14    5             1    14   15   20    8     5    18         7     1    12

11.                                                                 (          13:34). 
      12    15   22   5             15   14    5             1    14   15   20    8     5   18         10   14 

12.                                                        (2                13:11). 
      12    9    22    5             9    14             16    5    1     3     5                3   15   18 
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13.                                                           (          133:1).
       4    23    5    12   12            9    14            21   14    9    20   25         16   19 

14.                                               (1             3:8). 
       2     5              3   15   21   18    20   5    15   21   19              16    5 

15.                                (             4:32). 
       2     5             11    9    14    4          5    16    8 

16.                                                                    (             5:13).
      19    5    18   22    5             15   14    5             1    14   15   20    8     5    18         7     1    12  

17.                 (          5:42).
       7     9    22   5          13   20  

18.                                                                             (1             4:8). 
       8     1    22    5              6    5    18   22    5    14   20             3    8     1   18    9    20   25              16    5 

19.                                         (1             3:17).
       2     5              8    5    12   16    6    21   12              10   14 

20.                                                                          (             4:32).
       6    15   18    7     9    22    5            15   14    5              1    14   15   20    8    5    18          5   16    8 

21.                                                                                                    
       20   5    12   12            25   15   21  18            19    9     2    12    9   14     7   19             1     2    15   21   20
                      (          1:42).
    10    5    19   21   19        10   14 

22.                                      (1             5:5).
       2     5              8    21   13   2    12    5               16    5 

23.                                      (             3:17).
       2     5              7     5   14   20   12    5          10    1    19 

24.                                         (1                3:3).
       2     5             16    1    20   9     5    14   20              20    9   13

25.                                  -                          (             4:32).
       2     5             20    5    14    4     5   18       8     5    1    18   20    5    4           5    16    8 

26.                                                                               
       19    8   15   23             3    15   13   16    1    19   19    9   15   14             1    14    4            
                        (1             3:8).
    13    5    18    3    25                 16    5

27.                                         (             8:19).
       12   15   22    5             20   18   21   20   8          26    5     3   

28. “                                                                  ,                                 
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&NEWS     ANNOuNcEMENTS

2011 HRC YOUTH CAMP
DArE TO BE LIKE DANIEL

A Parallel Study of the Book of Daniel
Do you find yourself standing alone for the truth in your family,  
the classroom, or at work? Do you struggle with the world’s demand 
for “tolerance” and “political correctness?” Are you anxious over the 
economic confusion, and does evil seem to be winning? Do you 
desire to move out of your comfort zone and be a stronger witness 
for Jesus christ?

As teens, Daniel and his friends lived during a chaotic period of 
history similar to ours. They were subjected to powerful and subtle 
forms of indoctrination. They could have compromised and given in 
to the temptations of material prosperity and personal advancement, 
but they purposed in their hearts to please God. Their history shows 
us it is possible to stand alone for God in a hostile environment, but it 
involves a change of heart, integrity of character, and trusting God with 
the outcome. The prophetic visions of Daniel also show us that though 
all seems hopeless, God is still on the throne and is moving the events 
of history forward according to his perfect, sovereign will.

Youth camp 2011 will be held, Lord willing, Tuesday, July 5 
through Friday, July 8 at camp Michawana, hastings, MI. All 
young people (grade 10 through age 25) are encouraged to attend. 
registration forms will be available in April 2011. Mark your cal-
endars, and plan to join us as we parallel the Book of Daniel with 
our lives today and take the challenge to stand alone for the truth.

New LOCATiON fOR CHiLLiwACk HRC
As of January 1, 2011, the heritage reformed 
church of chilliwack will be worshiping at a 
new location: cooke’s presbyterian church 
(45825 Wellington Ave., chilliwack, Brit-
ish columbia). Since the inception of our 
congregation, we have been worshiping at 
the facilities of the Seventh Day Adventist 
church. During our seven-year existence, 
these facilities have been very suitable for our 
congregation, and we are grateful that the 

Lord so evidently provided a home for our church family during that 
period. Above all, it has been a place where so often we have been 
privileged to experience the Lord’s blessing and presence during the 
ministry of Word and sacrament.

however, our congregation has been growing steadily, and during 
the past year it became increasingly evident to us that the day would 
come that we would have to find a larger sanctuary for our growing 
congregation. A church Search committee was appointed to explore 
all the available options. It was somewhat disappointing for us to 
discover that such options were not readily available. It was therefore 
a remarkable answer to prayer when, rather unexpectedly, we were 
approached by the leadership of cooke’s presbyterian church (cpc) 
regarding the possibility of our congregation renting their facilities. 
For rather compelling reasons, it became necessary and urgent for 
cpc to find a suitable tenant for their facilities.

The timing of their request could not have been better, and after 
successful negotiations we entered into an agreement with cpc that 
will enable us to use their sanctuary and all adjacent facilities. Our 
congregation, recognizing the Lord’s hand in all this, unanimously 
approved this arrangement. By worshiping at cpc, our seating capac-
ity will be nearly doubled, and we will also have access to a large 
Fellowship hall, a large kitchen, a meeting room, and suitable class-
rooms. (To accommodate cpc, our Sunday morning worship service 
will begin at 9:00 a.m. rather than 9:30 a.m.)

As a congregation, we are both humbled and encouraged by this 
evident token of the Lord’s fatherly care for us. It is our fervent prayer 
that also at this new location we may experience that, for christ’s sake, 
the Lord is pleased to dwell among us. May it be a place where the 
unsearchable riches of christ are proclaimed, so that also this house 
may be filled with his glory.

— The consistory of the chilliwack hrc

                                          
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices  
will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the  
editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

OBiTUARies
VANDER MALE, Miss Helene L, aged 85, passed away Sunday, December 
26, 2010, Grand rapids, Michigan. She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Andrew & Lillian VanderMale; brother, William VanderMale; Sisters-in-law, 
Mae VanderMale, Agatha VanderMale; Brother-in-law, Benjamin potter. She 
is survived by brothers, carl and Gilbert VanderMale; Sisters & brother-in-law, 
Emily & Jay Lugthart, Beatrice potter; Sister-in-law, Dorothy VanderMale; 
several nieces and nephews. (rev. J. B. Zippro)

VANDER ZAND, Kathlyn “June,” aged 66, Byron center, Michigan, passed 
away on December 23, 2010. Surviving are her husband Earl, of 18 years; 
Mother — Kathlyn “Kay” collins; Brother — robert E. (cora) collins; Brothers/
sisters-in-law — Orville (Mary) VanderZand, robert (Kay) VanderZand; chil-
dren — John VanderZand, Dan (Tarry) VanderZand, Joanne (Scot) Woltman; 
several nieces & nephews; 9 grandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren. (Dr. Mark 
Barger Elliott, psalm 23.)

ANNOUNCeMeNT Of UPCOMiNG MeeTiNGs
The Lord willing, the Synod prayer Service, Theological Seminary 
committee, and Synod meeting will be held respectively on April 
13–15 in hull, Iowa. The Office-bearers’ conference will be held on 
April 13 at 3:00 p.m. The Synod prayer Service will be held on April 
13, at 7:30 p.m.

April 14, 8:00 a.m. 
Theological seminary Committee Meeting

This committee will meet in the hull church to assess progress of the 
seminary, discuss future plans, and interview applicants.

Men who believe they are being called to the ministry of the 
gospel and desire to be admitted into the puritan reformed Theo-
logical Seminary should contact either the president, Mr. Kevin Ash 
(kevina@gentex.com), or secretary, Mr. Del Deur (deldeur@hotmail.
com) of the Theological Seminary committee, or the president of 
their own consistory for further information on the procedures and 
requirements in order to obtain a consistory attest.

April 15, 8:00 a.m. synod Meeting
The Synod meeting will be held in the hull church. consistories and 
Synod-appointed committees are reminded that all material for Synod 
should be forwarded to rev. Don Overbeek (don.overbeek@auracom.
com) by March 3 for distribution to the consistories.
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CAMBRidGe RefORMed BiBLe CONfeReNCe
please join us for the 14th-annual cambridge reformed Bible conference with guest speaker 
Dr. Anthony curto on April 8 –9, 2011. The theme of this conference is The Christian in the 
World. It will be located at Maranatha christian reformed church, 94 Elgin Street South, 
cambridge, Ontario, N1r 5G5.

The topics include:     Friday 8:00 p.m.: To Each his Own
            Saturday 10:00 a.m.: In My Opinion
            Saturday 1:00 p.m.: The Sky Is Falling

Speaker Dr. L. Anthony curto is the associate professor of practical 
Theology in Missions and Apologetics at Greenville presbyterian Theo-
logical Seminary, South carolina. he moved from Uganda to Greenville 
in May 2004 with his wife, Kathleen, and three adopted Ugandan sons, 
Douglas, Isaac, and Ivan. An Opc minister, he served in Uganda from 
1995–2004, working with students at the Westminster Theological col-
lege and churches in the presbyterian church of Uganda. he is currently 

the Opc missionary evangelist to Ethiopia. Dr. curto received his B.A. from Southern 
california college (78), his M.A. from Westminster Seminary, pA (80), and his M.Div. 
from Westminster Seminary, cA (83). he then pastored various churches and finished his 
Doctor of Ministry degree at Westminster Seminary, cA (96). he wrote his D.Min. project 
on preaching in the Marketplace. Dr. curto has three older children: christy, Toby, and 
Matthew, and four grandchildren.

Caitlyn writes: Thank you for writing the devotional books, 
Building on the Rock. I love the books. My favorite story is “A 
Faithful Slave.” Maybe you can write a book how people try 
to spread the Word of God and they don’t give up so easily 
and pray to God to help their heart be good. God bless you!

Grey writes: My teacher reads a devotion every morning. I love 
all of them but my favorite one is called “Forgiveness.” I abso-
lutely loved it! Anyway, I think you should write another one 
and if you need a suggestion, you should write it about animals!

Alexis writes: I think your devotional books are really cool. 
personally, my favorite one is "Mamba." I like how you guys 
use a selfish girl to make people realize that even mean people 
God has plans for. I have a brother and a sister. They love your 
books too. Well, can’t wait for your next devotional book.

Tealey writes: My teacher reads us a story out of one of your 
books every morning when we come to school. My favorite 
one is “Beware of Bad Friends” that’s in your book “Thunder-
storm.” I love your books, they’re so interesting. I hope you 
keep making books.

Olivia writes: Thank you so much for writing devotions. My 
favorite is “Kimbu.” I think you should write a story about a 
little girl that lives in an orphanage who always feels alone 

because she doesn't have a mom or a dad and because she’s 
not a christian. But, finally, someone comes and takes her to 
live with them. They teach the little girl about God and she 
becomes a christian. Thanks again for writing your stories.

Leah writes: I really enjoy your wonderful devotion books. 
I think you should write one about how lying can lead to 
disaster, or worse, death. One of my favorite devotion stories 
of yours is “The Old Shoemaker.” I hope you write a couple 
more books.

Emily writes: Thank you for writing the “how God” devo-
tional books. Our teacher reads them to us every day right after 
pledges. We already started the second book. We just read 
about how God used pirates. I really like your books. please 
continue to write them.

Amy writes: Thank you for writing devotional books. My 
favorite devotional is “A Faithful Slave.” I really enjoy your 
books. My teacher reads a devotion from your books every 
morning. I have some suggestions for your devotion books. 
First, you could make one about someone who’s really mean 
and God touches her heart. Another suggestion, you could 
make one about a girl who gets picked on by a grown up. That’s 
all. I hope I was helpful.

TeACHeRs Needed
The Board of Oxford reformed christian 
School (OrcS) invites applications for ele-
mentary and secondary teaching positions for 
the 2010/2011 school year. 

OrcS is currently located in a rural setting 
twenty minutes south of Woodstock in South-
western Ontario. We are a parent-run school 
serving the needs of several local reformed 
communities and have been operating for six 
years. Our present enrolment is 215 students 
and we offer Kindergarten to grade 12. We 
have a need for qualified, energetic elementary 
and secondary teachers to join our staff team. 
All applicants committed to the reformed 
faith and to christian education are encour-
aged to apply.

Applications should include a resumé, 
statement of faith, philosophy of christian 
education, and references. promptly send 
to: Oxford reformed christian School, c /o 
Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal), 308 church 
St., p.O. Box 68, Springford, ON, N0J 1X0. 
E-mail: orcswvb@execulink.com

Mailbox FROM OuR
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RefORMATiON HeRiTAGe BOOks
A selection of letters from a fourth grade class in Pennsylvania



WorldcHRISTIAN                   VIEW

NATIONAl NEWS....
Midwest states see Pro-Life Progress
Indiana lawmakers are working on measures to ban late-term abor-
tions and defund planned parenthood. In Iowa, lawmakers in the 
house — which returned to republican control last month — also are 
drafting legislation to further protect preborn babies. And in Ohio, 
planned parenthood is headed to trial after it reportedly failed to notify 
a girl’s parents before performing an abortion.

“These developments should be an encouragement for pro-lifers 
who have long been fighting to uphold the worth and value of women 
and preborn children,” said Dawn McBane, bioethics analyst for 
citizenLink.

Recent statistics on what Pastors Think of President 
Obama and what Cities are the Most Christian: 
President Obama's job approval among Protestant pastors:
61% Disapprove (47% strongly); 
30% Approve (14% strongly); 
9% Undecided. 
Source: Lifeway research

Most Christian Cities:
98% of residents of Shreveport, Louisiana, describe themselves as 
christian. 68% of residents of San Francisco describe themselves as 
christian. It is also the most unchurched city in America: 44 percent 
have not attended in the last six months.

19% of residents of portland, Maine, describe themselves as atheist 
or agnostic, making it the least religious city in America. 
(christianityToday)

fort worth Transit Bans Religious Ads on Buses 
city buses in Fort Worth, Texas, will no longer carry religious ads 
because of a furor sparked by an atheist group’s ads that say, “Millions 
of Americans are good without God.” The Fort Worth Transportation 
Authority unanimously voted Wednesday to ban religious ads, a deci-
sion the atheist group’s Terry McDonald hailed as a “secular victory.” 
Some ministers had been so upset about the ads — especially during the 
christmas season — that they urged a boycott of public transportation 
and offered residents free rides. The ministers also threw their support 
behind several transit employees who say they were forced to take days 
off without pay for refusing to drive the buses carrying those ads. One 
religious group recently hired a billboard truck to drive behind the 
buses with messages that read: “I still love you. — God” and “2.1 Billion 
people are Good with God.” (christianityToday)

INTERNATIONAl NEWS....
ireland’s Pro-Life Laws Upheld by european  
Court of Human Rights
In a mixed ruling, the European court of human rights upheld the 
rights of individual states to determine sovereign laws on abortion 
and ruled that the European convention on human rights does not 
contain a right to abortion. Three women who had traveled out of the 
country to obtain abortions in 2005 later sued, claiming Article 8 of the 
convention — the right to private and family life — had been violated 
because Ireland does not allow abortion except when there’s a “real and 
substantial risk” to the mother’s life. The ruling puts pressure on Ire-

JOHN GOUdzwAARd

land to liberalize its life-of-the-mother exception. however, abortion 
advocates had hoped this case would be the roe v. Wade of Europe; 
pro-life leaders are relieved that did not happen. Yuri Mantilla, direc-
tor of international government affairs at Focus on the Family, praised 
the ruling. “countries around the world can see Ireland as an example 
of what it means to have good pro-life laws,” he said.

Marie Smith, director of the parliamentary Network for critical 
Issues in Washington, D.c., called the ruling a “tremendous win for 
the pro-life side.” “This means that lawmakers in any country, including 
Ireland, can make laws regulating abortion and restricting it to whatever 
extent they so desire,” she said. “There are a number of lawmakers in 
various countries, especially in Eastern Europe, who really want to 
restrict abortion.” (citizenLink Staff)

PERSEcuTION FOcuS....
somalia — A 17-year-old girl in Somalia who converted 
to christianity from Islam was shot to death in an appar-
ent “honor killing,” area sources said. Nurta Mohamed 

Farah, who had fled her village of Bardher, Gedo region, to Gal-
gadud region to live with relatives after her parents tortured her for 
leaving Islam, died on November 25. Area sources said they strongly 
suspected that the two unidentified men who shot her with a pistol 
were relatives or acting on their behest. She was killed in Abudwaq 
district, about 200 meters from where she had taken refuge. her par-
ents had severely beaten her for leaving Islam and regularly shackled 
her to a tree at their home, christian sources said. She had been 
confined to her home since May 10, when her family found out that 
she had embraced christianity, said a christian leader who visited the 
area. (compass Direct News)

israel — An unidentified arsonist in Israel set fire to a  
Jerusalem church building that has long been a focal 
point for anti-christian sentiment in a Jewish ultra-

Orthodox-leaning neighborhood, church officials said. Someone 
broke the basement windows of the Jerusalem Alliance church Min-
istry center and set fire to its bottom floors. An area resident noticed 
the fire and called the fire department, which arrived 20 minutes 
later and found the church basement engulfed in flames. Firefighters 
extinguished the blaze, ventilated the smoke and left after inspecting 
the rest of the building, said Jack Sara, senior pastor of the church. 
Smoke and the noise of the blaze had awakened 10 volunteer workers 
who were sleeping at the church’s overnight facilities. The volunteers, 
who were visiting Israel from the United States and Denmark, went 
to a nearby hospital and were treated for smoke inhalation; they were 
released several hours later, church leaders said. The church building 
sustained approximately $85,000 of smoke and fire damage. The fire 
largely gutted the basement and destroyed recent renovations. Sara 
said he had difficulty understanding how the arsonist could have 
carried so much hate; whoever set the fire had to know people were 
inside the church, he said. “he not only intended to burn a room but 
to kill people,” Sara said. (compass Direct News)

John Goudzwaard is a member of the heritage Netherlands reformed congre-
gation of Grand rapids, Michigan.
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Rev. MaRk keldeRMan & Rev. MaaRten kuivenhoven

Do you ever wonder what faith is? The Bible speaks of 
faith as the gracious gift of God. It focuses on christ. It 
is what connects sinners to christ; it embraces christ and 
all his benefits. Faith clings to christ in the midst of the 
storms of life. Faith is strong when active but weak when 
mixed with sin and unbelief. 

Faith seems difficult to visualize and yet it is the very 
center of a sinner’s relationship with God. Without faith, 
it is impossible to live and die in christ. So often we 
struggle with the impossibility of believing. We come up 
with excuses and say, “God has to do it. God has to give 
faith.” And that is true — he gives faith, and he delights 
to give it. God comes to us in the gospel and calls us to 
repentance and faith. We saw what repentance was last 
time; let’s focus now on our call to faith. The call of the 
gospel leads us to see our inability to believe, but it also 
shows that christ is a suitable and sufficient Savior for 
those who are dead in sins and trespasses (Eph. 2:1). 

This is what the woman with the issue of blood in 
Mark 5:25 –34 believed about christ. She was sick for 
twelve years already. She recognized her illness. She had 
visited every doctor around but her condition only wors-
ened. You would think that she would give up altogether. 
But then she heard of Jesus. She approached Jesus, think-
ing, “If I can only touch the hem of his coat, I shall 
be healed.” But isn’t that presumptuous? how can this 
woman say that she will go to Jesus? But that is what faith 
does. It hears of christ and goes to him despite the dif-
ficulty and impossibility of our sinful condition. christ 
was drawing this woman as the physician with a cure for 
her body and for her soul. That is how christ presents 
himself in the gospel.

Faith acts upon christ. When it acts upon anything 
less, it is not faith. There were people who followed Jesus 
for his miracles and healings because they loved to see 
the demonstrations of his power, but this sick woman 
followed him because she was in distress. Despite the 

odds, she went to Jesus. She pressed through the crowds. 
It seemed impossible to reach Jesus and yet she did. She 
reached out her hand and touched the hem of his gar-
ment. And...she was healed! Faith was her life support. 
Without faith, this woman would not have gone to Jesus. 
Without faith, this woman would not have been healed; 
she would have died. Jesus’ words are life: “Daughter, thy 
faith hath made thee whole, go in peace and be whole of 
thy plague.”

Our sickness of sin is like that woman’s sickness. We 
try many different remedies to get rid of our sin. We try 
to hide it or pretend that it does not exist. We are like 
Adam and Eve who hid themselves, but God sought them 
out and asked, “Adam, where are you?” he does the same 
with us every time we hear the gospel: “Sinner, where are 
you?” he calls us to trust in him for the forgiveness of 
our sins, for the healing of our souls and lives. 

how do I believe, you ask? Think of faith like a straw 
in a drink. You can stare at the drink and you can guess 
what f lavor it is. You can see the color. You can see the 
consistency of the liquid. You can see the froth on top 
of the soda, but you will never enjoy the drink if you do 
not put your mouth to the straw and drink. That is how 
faith works. You can look at christ. You can know all 
about him and yet you will never know him until you 
drink and eat of him. And what does christ say about 
those who eat and drink of him? Whoever comes to him 
will never hunger, and whoever believes will never thirst 
( John 6:35). Test his Word, his promise, his character; 
you will not be disappointed!

Rev. Mark Kelderman is pastor of the heritage Netherlands reformed 
congregation of Burgessville, Ontario. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pas-
tor of the heritage Netherlands reformed congregation of Grand rapids, 
Michigan, and a Th.M. theological student at puritan reformed Theological 
Seminary, Grand rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makel-
derman@execulink.com; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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Hark, my soul, it is the Lord!
’Tis thy Savior, hear His Word;
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee,
“Say, poor, sinner, lovest thou Me?”

“I delivered thee when bound,
And, when bleeding, healed thy wound;
Sought thee wandering, set thee right,
Turned thy darkness into light.

“Can a woman’s tender care
Cease toward the child she bare?
Yes, she may forgetful be,
Yet will I remember thee.

“Mine is an unchanging love,
Higher than the heights above,
Deeper than the depths beneath,
Free and faithful, strong as death.

“Thou shalt see My glory soon,
When the work of grace is done;
Partner of My throne shalt be:
Say, poor sinner, lovest thou Me?”

Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is weak and faint;
Yet I love Thee, and adore:
O for grace to love Thee more!

                        — William CoWper

From The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth
Publication Number (USPS 010584)
540 Crescent St., NE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

the Banner
of Sovereign Grace Truth

OFFiCial PUbliCatiON OF thE
hERitaGE REFORMEd CONGREGatiONS

A Periodical for Young and Old

PERiOdiCal
POStaGE Paid at
GRaNd RaPidS, Mi

Hark, My Soul, It IS tHe lord!

 February 2011 Vol. 19 w No. 2


