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Thine, most gracious Lord, 
O make me wholly Thine— 
Thine in thought, in word and deed, 
For Thou, O Christ, art mine.

Wholly Thine, my Lord, 
To go when Thou dost call; 
Thine to yield my very self 
In all things, great and small.

Wholly Thine, O Lord, 
In every passing hour; 
Thine in silence, Thine to speak, 
As Thou dost grant the power.

Wholly Thine, O Lord, 
To fashion as Thou wilt, 
Strengthen, bless and keep the soul 
Which Thou hast saved from guilt.

Thine, Lord, wholly Thine, 
For ever one with Thee— 
Rooted, grounded in Thy love, 
Abiding, sure and free.

Wholly Thine, wholly Thine; 
Thou hast bought me, I am Thine; 
Blessed Savior, Thou art mine; 
Make me wholly Thine.

—ANNIE S. HAWkS
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“If I were not a Calvinist,  
I think I should have no more hope  

of success in preaching to men  
than in preaching to horses .”

—JohN NEWToN
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Change. This single word often evokes strong responses. This 
is understandable, because in terms of morality, change can 
be good or bad. Change that would bring us closer to God is 
good, while change that leads us away from Him is not. The 
dictionary notes that change is “to make the form or content 
different from what it was.” Sometimes that difference or 
change is partial and sometimes it is a total transformation. 

In the news, we hear much about change. We hear plans 
to change the economy, health care, military engagements, 
job reform, taxes, education, energy, and foreign policy. 
Some change in our country would be good, especially when 
it involves better stewardship of our God-given resources. 
However, change that would lead us further from the stan-
dard of the Word of God is not good change, and we see too 
much of that kind of change all around us today. Ultimately, 
the change that we desperately need is spiritual transforma-
tion and change in our hearts by God’s Spirit. 

Change  FroM DEATh To LIFE: JuSTIFICATIoN

The first kind of change we desperately need is to be brought 
from spiritual death to spiritual life. This is the change of 
heart we need to enter into the kingdom of heaven, Jesus 
told Nicodemus (John 3:3, 5). The Bible calls this being 
born again. This changes a person from spiritual death to 
spiritual life through the grace of Jesus Christ. Paul writes, 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature 
[new creation]: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

As a result of our sin nature, we see no need for this 
heart change. Sometimes we see our need of readjustment 
or realignment; people talk about straightening out their 
life. However, we don’t just need a fresh start—we need a 
new heart (Ezek. 36:26). Mankind is in desperate need of 
this complete change of heart by God, whether we realize 
it or not. May the Holy Spirit awaken souls to this essential 
change so that sinners would f lee by faith to the Lord for 
life-changing salvation! 

Change  FroM LIFE To MorE ABuNDANT LIFE:  
     SANCTIFICATIoN

Once we have been granted this change of salvation, we 
also need progressive spiritual change. As people grow, 
they mature; they change. As the years roll on, we begin 
to see more of life’s purposes, its f leeting nature, and the 

call to use our time wisely. Thus we mature in many ways. 
There are spiritual parallels; God is looking for spiritual 
change in the lives of born-again Christians. Peter writes 
that a Christian is to grow in the grace and knowledge of 
Christ (2 Pet. 3:18). Imbedded in the idea of growth is 
the idea of progressive change for the better—becoming 
more Christ-like. We need this spiritual growth and change 
which the Bible calls sanctification, because without it no 
man shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14). Jesus told His follow-
ers in John 10:10 that one of the reasons He came to this 
earth was that we might have more abundant life in Him. 
This implies growth and change in an increasing Godward 
direction. We do not only need an initial change of heart, 
but we also need a growing and maturing change from the 
abundant grace of Jesus Christ. Christian, are you growing 
in His grace? 

Change  FroM AbuNdANt LIfe to eVerLAstINg LIfe: 
     GLorIFICATIoN

For a born-again believer, the final change is still to come. 
Paul wrote in Philippians that we look by faith for the Lord 
Jesus Christ, “who shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body” (Phil. 3:21; see 
also 1 Cor. 15:51–52). Thousands of years before Christ 
was born, Job confessed by faith, “I will wait till my change 
come” (Job 14:14). 

What a glorious change that will be! It is beyond our 
understanding. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). This 
final change of glorification is certain for all those who 
have experienced the blessed change of both justification 
and sanctification. Not a single soul that has been savingly 
changed and washed in the blood of the Lamb will be lost 
in the end.

 Therefore, let us echo the final words of Article 37 of 
the Belgic Confession of Faith: “Therefore we expect that 
great day with a most ardent desire, to the end that we may 
fully enjoy the promises of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
These three changes are needed. This is our unchange-
able God’s way of real, meaningful, rewarding, and lasting 
change. I pray it will be ours by grace for Jesus’ sake. 

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of 
Plymouth, Wisconsin.

Change WE  
DESPErATELy NEED  

MedItAtIoN | reV. MIChAeL fINteLMAN
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When AdA m And e v e sinned, they fell from their state of 
original righteousness into a state of spiritual, moral, emo-
tional, and physical corruption. Our first parents “became 
dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the parts and faculties 
of soul and body” (Westminster Confession, 6.2). The guilt 
of this “original sin” was imputed, and the resulting cor-
ruption of soul and body has been transmitted to all their 
natural descendants.

This inherited corruption is described as “total deprav-
ity,” from the Latin word, depravatio, meaning the wicked-
ness (pravitas) that is rooted in our hearts and reaches to 
every aspect of our personalities and lives. We bring forth 
the fruits of this depravity in our lives every day. “Sin issues 
forth from this woeful source, as water from a fountain” 
(Belgic Confession, Art. 15).

God’s Word to Jeremiah identifies this “woeful source” as 
the heart of man, meaning the seat of our intellect, will, and 
emotions—all that makes us distinctly human, forms our per-
sonalities, and determines our outward conduct (Jer. 17:1, 9). 
Sin cannot be blamed on environment, upbringing, education, 
or bad examples set for us by others. We are sinners at heart. 

That is not to say that human beings are as wicked 
as they can possibly be. In the kindness of God, “there 
remain…in man since the fall, glimmerings of natural light, 
whereby he retains some knowledge of God, of natural 
things, and of the differences between good and evil, and 
discovers some regard for virtue, good order in society, and 
for maintaining an orderly external deportment” (Belgic 
Confession, Art. 14). This natural light is limited, however, 
and only explains why men are not more wicked than they 

are at present, since fallen man “is incapable 
of using it aright even in things natural and 
civil” (Canons, III–IV, Art. 4).

Without the restraint of “natural light,” the 
human race would soon have destroyed itself. 
We are prone by nature to hate God and our 
neighbor (Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 6). We 
defy the living God, go our own way in life, and 
make war on one another. So “natural dark-
ness” coexists in us alongside “natural light.”

Profound in depth, human depravity is 
comprehensive in its reach and effects. No part of our being, 
no time in our earthly pilgrimage, no facet of life and work 
in the world, no relationship with God or man, nothing we 
think, feel, say, or do, is left uncorrupted or unimpaired by 
our depravity. New Christians soon discover that depravity 
as “the law of sin” in their members, still wars against the 
“law” of their minds, that is, the things they consciously 
believe and know to be God’s will for their lives (Rom. 
7:23). They say with Paul, “I find then a law, that, when I 
would do good, evil is present with me” (Rom. 7:21). 

God’s remedy for the total depravity of His people is a 
threefold salvation in Christ. First, in regeneration, new 
life is implanted in the believer. Second, by the process of 
sanctification, this new life is nourished, increased, and 
made fruitful. Third, in final perfection or glorification at 
death, when our souls will be made perfect, and, at the last 
day, our resurrected bodies will be changed and made like 
the glorious body of the risen Christ.

Our comfort as believers meanwhile is that our sins are 
forgiven for the sake of Christ and our remaining infirmi-
ties are covered by His passion and death. These infirmities 
include weakness of understanding with regard to knowl-
edge of the truth; weakness of faith in the face of doubts 
and difficulties; and weakness of will with regard to obey-
ing God’s commandments and resisting temptation to sin. 
Amazingly, all such infirmities are covered by the grant and 
imputation of Christ’s righteousness to the believer, “as if I 
never had had, nor committed any sin; yea, as if I had fully 
accomplished all that obedience which Christ has accom-
plished for me” (Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 60).

Total Depravity

editoriAl s | dr. Joel r. Beeke

JeremiAh 17:1, 9
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since the fAll of mAn into sin, the great ques-
tion has been: “How can sinners be brought 
back to God?” God drove Adam and Eve out 
of Paradise for their sins, but through Christ 
we can return to God and Paradise (Rev. 22:1–
2). John therefore testifies, “And the Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely” (v. 17). Man was sent away from 
God, but now he is brought to God through 
Jesus Christ. The question that remains is: 
How do you and I come to Christ?

What does it mean to come to Christ? Mistaken views 
abound, such as making a decision for Christ in one’s own 
strength, raising hands during silent prayer, reciting the 
sinner’s prayer, walking forward during an altar call, getting 
baptized, taking the Lord’s Supper, mentally agreeing to cer-
tain truths, having mystical experiences, or seeing miracles.

Coming to Christ begins with God’s call. God com-
mands all who hear the gospel to repent and trust in Christ. 
The gospel presents Christ to men for their salvation. Paul 
said, “But we preach Christ crucified…Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:23–24). The death 
and resurrection of the Son of God are powerful to save sin-
ners. Christ says, “Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). When 
someone refuses to come to Him, all blame rests upon the 
sinner. Jesus said, “Ye will not come to me, that ye might 
have life” (John 5:40).

However, God does more than make a universal call. 
The Holy Spirit also makes an effective call that draws 
sinners to Christ. The Lord Jesus said, “All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). We are so blind and 
dead in sin (Eph. 2:1; 2 Cor. 4:4) that we cannot come and 
will not come, but with God all things are possible (Matt. 
19:26; John 6:44; Eph. 2:5).

We come to Christ when we are drawn actively to 
Him by faith as He offers Himself to sinners in the gospel 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Such faith involves 
self-renunciation as we see we have no righteousness of our 

own and are nothing but hell-worthy sinners (Phil. 3:9), 
reliance as we rest upon Christ’s person and shed blood upon 
the cross (Rom. 3:25), and appropriation as we receive Christ 
and apply Him as the great medicine for all our spiritual 
needs (John 1:12). We can only come to Christ to save us 
from sin if we see ourselves as needy sinners, breakers of 
God’s holy law who deserve judgment (Rom. 3:19–20).

By the Spirit’s grace, have you turned in faith to Christ 
as He is offered in the gospel as your only hope for salvation? 
This is a sure sign of coming to Him! If this is so, give glory 
to God, for apart from the Holy Spirit no one can come to 
Christ (1 Cor. 12:3). The Spirit gives life, and the f lesh 
profits nothing (John 6:63). Praise the Father that His Spirit 
has blessed you with faith in Jesus Christ.

If you have not come to Christ, then why not? Let no 
obstacle hinder you. Read the Bible and listen to preaching 
that testifies of Christ. Don’t let friends lead you astray. Do 
not let the sins of people in church keep you back from eter-
nal life. If you have not already, learn the basics of Christi-
anity through a good catechism. Do not persist in unbelief 
or harden your heart. Stop loving this world. Quit clinging 
to your sins. Don’t be a fool and think that God would 
never damn you. On the other hand, do not be so proud as 
to think that your sins are greater than the grace of Christ. 
Christ can save the worst of sinners. Do not delay. Humble 
yourself today, and call upon the name of the Lord Jesus. 
He is rich to save all who come to Him.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Coming to Christ



PsAlm 22 is one of the PlAces in Scripture that demand the 
removal of shoes because it is holy ground. This has been 
appropriately labeled the Crucifixion Psalm. It is hard to 
imagine that any Christian could come to this song without 
being confronted with thoughts of the suffering Savior. As a 
preacher and teacher, I confess that this is one of those places 
that on the surface seem so easy to preach or teach, and yet 
defy every effort to scale their height or plumb their depth. 
In this venue, I cannot begin to give a full exposition of the 
psalm, but I can suggest some things to consider and meditate 
on as you read it. 

This psalm is messianic from beginning to end. It divides 
into two main parts, marked by a significant transition state-
ment in verse 21. The first division concerns the suffering 
Savior (vv. 1–21); the second division concerns the successful 
Savior (vv. 22–31). Perhaps because the details of the suf-
fering are so explicit and because they parallel so closely the 
gospel narratives of the crucifixion, the first division is better 
known. But the second division finishes the gospel theology 
by moving to the resurrection and beyond. 

Between the suffering and the success is a one-word tran-
sition: “Thou hast heard me.” It’s one word in Hebrew, any-
way. I would translate verse 21 like this: “Deliver me from 
the mouth of the lion and from the horns of the wild oxen. 
Thou hast answered me.” This translation highlights the 
shift from the series of imperatives to the indicative verb. A 
contrast occurs. Logically as well as grammatically, the last 
word is set off from the preceding petitions that begin in verse 
19. The Lord expresses His confidence that His prayers have 
been heard and then in the next section begins to detail the 
answer to those prayers. The second division makes it clear 
that all the suffering of the first division was not in vain. 

As you meditate your way through this psalm, do so with 
what should become an overwhelming impression that you 
are reading what the blessed Savior said, thought, and prayed 
while He was suffering vicariously for His people on the 
cross. The New Testament reveals that the initial lament 
was audible: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34). There is no indication that 

men could hear the rest of the prayer, but God heard. In this 
psalm, we are allowed into the mind and soul of the Savior. 
This is holy ground.

the suffering sAvior
The first division highlights three spheres of suffering endured 
by the Savior. He suffered before the holy God (vv. 1–5), by 
cruel men (vv. 6–11), and in His whole person, body and 
soul (vv. 12–18). The opening stanza (vv. 1–5) brings us to 
the heart of the atonement. The simple answer to Christ’s 
agonizing “Why hast thou forsaken me?” is that God forsook 
His Son in order that He could forgive us. With our sin and 
guilt imputed to Him, He who knew no sin, having become 
sin for us, took the full force of God’s just and necessary wrath 
against our sin. While Christ was suffering on the cross, God 
dealt with Him in terms of us. I confess a total inability to 
explain the utter dereliction of Christ that is expressed by 
this statement; it boggles the mind. It declares how absolutely 
offensive sin is to the holiness of God and how absolutely 
gracious God is in giving His dear Son to be the only Savior. 

The second stanza (vv. 6–11) testifies to the cruelty of spir-
itually blind men who can look directly at the cross and reject 
the Savior. Note how closely Isaiah 53 echoes the language 
of verse 6 that describes the natural perception of Christ by 
unbelievers. He was despised and rejected, a Man of Sorrows 
indeed. Note how closely Matthew 27 and Luke 23 ref lect the 
actual taunts of verses 7 and 8 made by the spectators, religious 
leaders, and soldiers surrounding the cross. He who in heaven 
had heard the praise of pure angels, on the cross endured the 
mockery of puny men. Whether then or now, it is impossible 
to look at the cross of Christ without some reaction. Better to 
kiss the Son as Psalm 2 recommended than to join the mock-
ery and unbelief that doom the soul to destruction. 

The final stanza (vv. 12–18) vividly describes the immense 
agony Christ experienced on the cross. Part of the agony was 
in His innermost being as the bestial crowd hurled their hatred 
toward Him. Described as strong bulls (v. 12); roaring lions  
(v. 13); starving, mangy, wild dogs (v. 16); and wild oxen (v. 21), 
the crowd inflicted pain that whips and nails could not. Part of 
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the agony was physical torture that defies comprehension. He 
was exhausted with burning anguish (v. 14); His bones were 
disjointed (v. 14) and His body stretched (v. 17); He endured 
intolerable thirst (v. 15); His hands and feet were pierced  
(v. 16). Adding insult to all the immense injury was the fact that 
He was totally naked in public shame. They took His garments 
and cast lots for the meager robe, His last material possession 
(v. 18). When Adam and Eve brought the curse on mankind, 
plunging the race into sin, God in His grace provided garments 
to cover the shame of their nakedness. On the cross, the Lord 
Jesus, reversing the curse, was void of even that token of God’s 
grace. He paid the price of sin in complete shame. 

Yet I see a twofold irony in His nakedness. On the one 
hand, while He was naked He wove for us a garment of sal-
vation, clothing us with a robe of righteousness (Isa. 61:10). 
On the other hand, what appeared to be an evidence of defeat 
was in reality the ultimate victory. It was normal procedure 
for soldiers to cast lots to divide the spoils of those they had 
conquered. But this booty was so paltry that sharing it would 
give them nothing; they cast lots to see who would take the 
whole prize. It seemed as though wicked men had won the 
day against Christ. The irony is that, in His death, Christ 
won the day. The cross crushed the serpent’s head, and in just 
three days the victory over death and Satan would be declared 
by the resurrection of Christ from the grave.

the succe ssful sAvior
The second division reveals a most obvious shift from suffer-
ing agony to joyous celebration. Even as He suffered and died, 
the Savior was confident of the success of His mission; the joy 
was always before Him. His success is the subject of praise  
(vv. 22–24). It is significant that the first statement of the Sav-
ior’s activity is that He declared God’s name. Declaring God’s 
name is prophet work. The Lord Jesus had staked His entire 
reputation and Messiahship on His prophecy that God would 
raise Him from the dead. The resurrection sealed and con-
firmed Jesus Christ as the Ideal Prophet. His life after death 
was the ultimate answer to all His prayers and petitions for 
deliverance (Heb. 5:7). What a message this was to proclaim to 

His brethren (see Hebrews 2:12 for the unmistakable reference 
to Christ). The entire congregation of those who feared the 
Lord joined in praising God for the answered prayer in deliver-
ing the Suffering Savior from His affliction, from death to life. 

His success is also the surety of life for His people  
(vv. 25–29). In a most remarkable statement, the Savior pledges 
to fulfill His vows to those who fear the Lord. Verses 26 and 27 
define the vow: He promises life and satisfaction to all through-
out the world who will seek and turn to the Lord. Eating is 
a common image in both Testaments to picture the personal 
appropriation of faith. Just as eating sustains life and brings 
physical satisfaction, so faith in Christ brings life and spiritual 
satisfaction. Christ said that those who eat and drink of Him 
will never hunger or thirst again. Finding satisfaction and life in 
Christ is vital because “none can keep alive his own soul” (v. 29). 

The climactic statement of His success is that there is a 
guaranteed seed (vv. 30–31). The seed that the Father had 
promised Him (Isa. 53:10) will in fact serve Him. Although 
the seed is fixed by promise, the means of claiming that seed 
for Christ is equally fixed. Faith comes by hearing the Word 
of God. So according to this passage, the message concerning 
the Lord will be recounted (repeatedly told) to the genera-
tion. The word “generation” designates contemporaries of any 
particular span of life. The declaration of His righteousness 
to a people not yet born (this refers to us, you know) suggests 
that every generation has the duty and privilege to pass on the 
gospel truth to the next. The message for the future people 
was simply “He hath done.” That says it all. Whatever had 
to be done for the salvation of guilty sinners, the suffering 
and successful Savior did. On the cross, He declared, “It is 
finished,” and it was. Nothing else need be or can be done to 
add to the work of Christ. To realize that we are part of that 
unborn people in the mind and heart of Christ on the cross 
and destined to hear the message of Christ is an overwhelm-
ingly thrilling thought. Ought it not compel us to tell our 
generation the good news that Jesus saves?

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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StudieS in John (1) The Word Made Flesh
The Gospel of John tells us the good news of the Son of God 
come into the world. Everywhere He went, He bore witness to 
the glorious world from which He came. He was light come to a 
dark world, destroyed by sin, and He came as the Lamb of God 
to bear away that sin. He came as the resurrection and the life to 
lost people, perishing in their sins and the misery of the world, 
drawing them out of their death and into life. He overwhelmed 
so many different types of people with hope and life, proving that 
He is the way, the truth, and the life (14:6). The Gospel of John is 
beautifully simple, and at the same time it is a wonderfully deep 
book. Still today it speaks the deep love of Christ for a lost world. 

Divine Light in the Darkness
John’s Gospel breathes the air of heaven. It is a mysterious 
book, with many symbols, riddles, and signs. As you read, John 
makes you realize how much of a wonder it is that this great 
God came to us, fallen sinners, and He came so full of grace 
and truth (1:16). It is God promising, I will not leave this world 
to perish; I will intervene. 

It is likely that the apostle John was quite old when he wrote 
this. Readers feel themselves in the presence of a fatherly figure 
with much wisdom, patience, experience, and love. John had 
been walking side by side with Jesus every day. He had seen 
all the miracles and learned about the character of Christ; he 
had seen the way Jesus had shown love and done righteousness 
in the world. He had followed the Wisdom of God in human 
f lesh, and even rested on His bosom (13:23, 25). He had loved 
Christ and Christ had loved him, and this love radiates in every 
verse. The divine author, the Holy Spirit, used John’s knowl-
edge and experience, and inspired John to write everything 
he did for the benefit of many generations all over the world. 

From the way John writes, you can see how the glory of 
Jesus enlightened his life. John mentions light early on in his 
Gospel (1:4). Sin brought darkness all over our world. The 
human mind, even the most brilliant, is darkened by nature. 
There is darkness over society, over institutions, over our souls 
and emotions. People relate to each other in ways that are dark 
and dismal. They are agents of darkness, spreading it and rein-
forcing it and hiding in it. Hopeless and helpless, many die in 
darkness without ever coming into the light. 

It wasn’t always that way. God has been light from the very 
beginning. Then Adam and Eve had walked with God in the 
light of the fellowship with God. What joy they had in His 
presence! In fact, the Son had been in the fellowship of the 
Father with mutual delight and joy even before creation (see 
e.g., Prov. 8:30).

The apostle John knows this about this Son of God. Long 
before Jesus Christ walked the earth, living His life in the vil-

lages and countryside of Israel, teaching in synagogues 
and in the open air, celebrating the Passover and 

the feast of Tabernacles like others around Him, witnessing, 
healing, and giving up His life on the cross to save sinners—
this One was with God, in the bosom of the Father (1:1; 18). 
If you want to find a beginning to His existence, you have to 
go back before creation, and even then you won’t find a start. 
“He was with God” (1:2). “All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made that was made” (1:3). “In 
him was life; and the life was the light of men” (1:4).

I like the way John speaks of light. There is a lot of dark-
ness and depression in this world, and light is very strong and 
important. Most people will tell you they need light. They 
love the rays of the sun and hate the long dark days of winter. 
To know that God is the opposite of darkness should be so 
invigorating. Shouldn’t everyone want to run to Him? Light 
suggests warmth, transparency, love, joy, peace, and hope. The 
Preacher wrote: “Truly light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is 
for the eyes to behold the sun” (Eccl. 11:7).

The Bridge of the Word
How is it possible that the Person we know as Jesus Christ existed 
at creation? John explains this by using this powerful name: the 
Word of God (1:1). We all understand “words.” Most of us speak 
thousands of them every day. Words bring into expression the 
thoughts of our mind, whether good or bad. It’s true that we can 
speak without thinking. But even then, our thoughts give expres-
sion to something in our hearts. What we say might surprise 
even us but reveals what was hidden inside of us. 

Speaking allows us to relate to people around us. Of course, 
we can also relate to people through gestures, eye contact, 
and actions, but without words to go along with these things, 
communication is very meager. Words are powerful. They can 
kill. They can heal. They can start wars. They can bring peace. 

By saying that He, whom we know as Jesus Christ, was the 
Word of God with God before the world began is to say that we 
can know what is in the mind and heart of God. There is com-
munication between God and us! If God were forever unknown, 
unknowable, unreachable, what hopeless misery would be ours; 
He would remain so distant from us. God’s revealed Word is a 
great gift to us for it brings God close to us and to our under-
standing. It creates a bridge between God and us.

 Of course, God has spoken. He speaks in creation and in 
providence. He shows His character in small things and big 
things. If we have ears to hear what He is saying, we can learn 
a lot from creation and providence about His power and good-
ness, wisdom, and majesty; about His purpose for us and for 
the world. However, as fallen human beings, we also need His 
revealed Word, which we have in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament. In this book there is so much light and glory. 
In it He tells us all we need to know about His holy character 
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and His good will for our lives. He shows His multi-facetted 
grace and calls us back to Himself. 

Maybe you have wondered, while reading the Bible, whether 
this was all really true, especially about God’s grace and mercy 
to thousands who love Him. How can I be sure this is really 
so? What if this is just a mirage, a dream that will evaporate in 
thin air forever, and we will be thrown back on ourselves, left 
to our dark and hopeless existence again? How can I be sure 
this is what is in the heart and mind of God? 

John understands this question in this beautiful opening of 
His Gospel. Christ has declared the heart of the Father (1:18). 
Philip would later ask it this way: “Lord, show us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us” (14:8). In other words: “Lord, if we could 
really look into the heart of God, we would need nothing more. 
That would be more than enough. That would be the end to 
all debate and dispute in our minds and hearts.”

Not only does John understand this desire; the Holy Spirit 
meets this desire. That’s why before we even get to hear of 
Christ’s birth in Bethlehem, we get to hear the great promise 
of life in the Word (1:3) and light shining in the darkness (1:5). 
There is hope in God, who is all things for people who walk in 
darkness. We are not left without His thoughts, which are so 
much higher than our thoughts (Isa. 55:8–9). His Word brought 
this beautiful world into being, so full of life. His Word shines 
throughout our universe, and the darkness cannot put it out. 
True, the darkness of the world doesn’t grasp it (1:5), but nei-
ther can it extinguish it. Darkness and light are diametrically 
opposed to each other, and sometimes it seems like darkness 
wins because it does not embrace light (1:10). But that is not 
the end. John’s gospel does not stop after 1:5 or 1:10. God’s 
light does something astounding, past our highest imagination.

The New Birth
Through the power of witness or testimony of people like John 
the Baptist (1:6), people who were without the light are trans-
formed. God’s light pushes the darkness of their lives away and 
makes them new. They become children of God through a new 
birth from God (1:13). 

Even before we hear about Christ’s birth, John wants to tell 
us about a new kind of birth that was promised long ago in the 
prophets (e.g., Ezek. 36:26). Before he tells us that Christ is 
God’s eternal Son, John tells us of these children of God who 
believe on the name of the Son of God. How important it is to 
believe God’s Word, because if we don’t, it means we are still 
in darkness, resisting the light. However, when we do believe, 
it proves that God has renewed us by His power. He has given 
us rights that belong to His family as His own children. 

What a responsibility this is! Children ought to honor their 
parents and not put them to shame. Believers want to live in a 
way that brings honor to God’s name. This is exactly what the 
Son of God, the Word, did as well, when He became man. Jesus 
Christ, walking the earth, was the Word made flesh! When He 
gave His grace and life to the Samaritan woman, He was the 
Word made flesh! Washing the disciples’ feet, He was the Word 

made flesh! Standing before Pilate, He was the Word made flesh! 
Breathing out His last breath, Jesus was the Word made flesh! 
Serving breakfast at the Sea of Tiberias, He was the Word made 
flesh! “He dwelt among us and what glory we saw!” John exclaims 
He was full of grace and truth! The apostle John clearly is excited 
as He puts into words His time with Christ on the earth. 

John the Baptist was equally excited to be the first to point 
Him out. Like a witness in a witness bench, he called out, “It’s 
Him! I talked about Him!” (see 1:15). There was never anyone 
like Him: “He that cometh after me is preferred before: for he 
was before me” (1:15). John must have been thrilled to say these 
words that can only apply to one Person, the Word made f lesh. 

The Ever-flowing reservoir 
The apostle John has to come back to the word “full” from verse 
14. He says, “And of his fullness have all we received, and grace 
for grace” (1:16). Behind this verse I imagine the aged apostle 
John, after decades of fruitful ministry, surrounded by the Ephe-
sian elders who labored with him (see 21:24). They ask how 
he could teach so much and do so much and mean as much to 
the church as he did. “John, it must have been precious to have 
walked with Christ!” they might have said. 

Though inexpressibly thankful for Christ’s life on earth, 
John knows that he was only able to receive what this full Word 
in the f lesh gave to him. This Word made f lesh is such a reser-
voir! He is a fountain full of blessings for sinners like you and 
me. Even if the whole world came and drank from this fountain, 
it would still be full. When we drink from Him, we worship, 
we witness, we wonder: How can this be?

Questions
1. Name some attributes of light. How does this symbol 

ref lect God’s character? What is the opposite of light? 
What does this say about God and about the Devil?

2. Verse 4 says, “In the Word was life; and the life was the light 
of men.” What gives life according to this verse, and how 
does this light show in our lives to those on the outside?

3. Think of some dark places around you. How would light 
change that place/person? What task do you see yourself 
having in this?

4. What does it mean to be born from God (v. 13)? How is this 
birth and life different from those who are not born from 
God? What consequences does this have for the way we live?

5. Verse 14 says that the Son of God has lived among us, and 
we have seen His glory full of grace and truth. His glory 
is visible in the Gospels. Do you see His grace and truth 
in your personal life? How does a life close to Christ show 
us more of His glory?

6. Verse 16 speaks about grace upon grace. What does that 
mean? How can you know whether God has been gracious 
in your life? What kind of purpose does this give?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed churches of 
North America.
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When God  
Withholds babies
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For I have learned, in whatsoever state  
I am, therewith to be content.

—PHILIPPIANS 4:11

What daily anxieties of spirit are there in some because of 
the lack of children! They have many other comforts, but the 
not having of this embitters all. Abraham himself was much 
troubled about it: “LORD God, what wilt thou give me, seeing 
I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of 
Damascus?… Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, 
one born in my house is mine heir” (Gen. 15:2–3). But Rachel’s 
passion rose very high: “Give me children,” saith she to her 
husband, “or else I die” (Gen. 30:1). Children are very great 
blessings; they are promised as such in Psalm 128:3–4, and in 
other places. Indeed, they are one of the sweetest f lowers that 
grow in the garden of earthly comforts. Hence, it is hard for 
persons contentedly to bear the lack of them. But whoever you 
are upon whom this aff liction lies, labor after a contented mind 
under it. And in order thereunto, consider:

1. It is the Lord who withholds this mercy. He gives it or 
withholds it as seems good to Him. Providence is not more 
seen in any of the affairs and concerns of men than in this of 
children; that there shall be many or few, some or none, all falls 
under the good pleasure and disposal of God. When Rachel 
was so passionate under the lack of these, Jacob rebuked her 
sharply: “Am I in God’s stead, who hath withheld from thee 
the fruit of the womb?” (Gen. 30:2). “Lo, children are an heri-
tage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward” (Ps. 
127:3). “He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be 
a joyful mother of children” (Ps. 113:9). Now if this was duly 
thought of, would it not quiet the heart? When God orders the 
thing, shall we dislike and fret at what He doeth? May not He 
dispense His blessings where He pleaseth? O, if He will give, 
we should be thankful in the owning of His goodness; if He 
will deny, we must be patient in the owning of His sovereignty.

2. Sometimes this mercy is denied, but better are bestowed. 
God doth not give children, but He gives Himself; is not He 
“better to thee than ten sons?” as Elkanah said of himself to 
Hannah (1 Sam. 1:8). There is “a name better than of sons and 
of daughters” (Isa. 56:5) promised. They who have that “better 
name” have no reason to murmur because they have not that 

which is less. They who have God for their Father in heaven 
may well be content to go childless here on earth. If God will 
not give me the lesser, yet if He gives me the greater good, have 
I cause to be angry?

3. Children sometimes are withheld a long time, but they 
are given at last, of which we have many instances. The case 
is never desperate, so long as we can submit and wait. It is to 
be hoped that God designs to give us that comfort, under the 
lack of which we can be contented.

4. If children are given after froward and irregular desires 
of them, it is to be questioned whether it be done in mercy. 
And it is to be feared that this frame will very much spoil the 
mercy! What we get by discontentment, we seldom enjoy with 
comfort. How many parents have experienced the truth of 
this! They were not quiet until they had children and less quiet 
after they had them; they proved so undutiful, stubborn, and 
naughty, that there was much more of vexation in the having 
than there was in the wanting of them. 

5. Children are great comforts, but they are but mixed com-
forts. The rose hath its sweetness, but it hath its pricks too; so 
it is with children. O the cares, fears, distractions, that parents 
are filled with about them! They are certain cares, uncertain 
comforts, as we usually express it. We eye the sweet only of 
this relation, and that makes us fretful: did we eye the bitter 
also, we should be more still and calm.

6. Had we this mercy in the height of it filled up in all 
respects according to our desires and expectations, it is a thou-
sand to one but our hearts would be too much set upon it. And 
that would be of fatal consequence to us upon many accounts! 
Therefore, God foreseeing this, it is out of kindness and love 
that He withholds it from us.

These things being considered as to this aff liction, they 
should very much dispose the heart to contentment under it.

Thomas Jacomb (1622–1687) was an English Puritan minister. This article is 
taken from “How Christians May Learn in Every State to be Content” in Puritan 
Sermons, Vol. 2, Richard Owen Roberts, Publishers.



Family Guidance | arThur W. Pink (1886–1952)

sarah Gave  
birth by Faith Through faith also Sara herself received strength  

to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child  
when she was past age, because she judged  

him faithful who had promised. 
—HEBREWS 11:11
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It was “through faith” that Sarah “received strength,” and 
it was also “through faith” that she was now “delivered of a 
child.” It is the constancy and perseverance of her faith that 
is here intimated. There was no abortion, no miscarriage; 
she trusted God right through unto the end. This brings 
before us a subject upon which very little is written these 
days: the duty and privilege of Christian women counting 
upon God for a safe issue in the most trying and critical 
season in their lives. Faith is to be exercised not only in 
acts of worship, but also in the ordinary offices of our daily 
affairs. We are to eat and drink in faith, work and sleep 
in faith; and the Christian wife should be delivered of her 
child by faith. The danger is great, and if in any extrem-
ity there is need of faith, much more so where life itself is 
involved. Let us seek to condense from the helpful com-
ments of the Puritan Thomas Manton.

First, we must be sensible what need we have to exercise 
faith in this case, that we may not run upon danger blind-
folded; and if we escape, then to think our deliverance a 
mere chance. Rachel died in this case; so also did the wife 
of Phineas (1 Sam. 4:19–20): a great hazard is run, and 
therefore you must be sensible of it. The more difficulty 
and danger be apprehended, the better the opportunity for 
the exercise of faith (cf. 2 Chron. 20:12; 2 Cor. 1:9). Second, 
because the sorrows of travail are a monument of God’s 
displeasure against sin (Gen. 3:16), therefore this must put 
you the more earnestly to seek an interest in Christ that 
you may have remedy against sin. Third, meditate upon the 
promise of 1 Timothy 2:15, which is made good eternally 
or temporally as God sees fit. Fourth, the faith you exercise 
must be the glorifying of His power and submitting to His 

will. This expresses the kind of faith that is proper to all 
temporal mercies: “Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst save 
me”—is sufficient to ease the heart of a great deal of trouble 
and perplexing fear.

“And was delivered of a child.” As we have pointed out in 
the last paragraph, this clause is added to show the con-
tinuance of Sarah’s faith and the blessing of God upon her. 
True faith not only appropriates His promise, but continues 
resting on the same until that which is believed be actu-
ally accomplished. The principle of this is enunciated in 
Hebrews 3:14 and 10:35. “For we are made partakers of 
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast 
unto the end”; “Cast not away therefore your confidence.” 
It is at this point so many fail. They endeavor to lay hold of 
a divine promise, but in the interval of testing let go of it. 
This is why Christ said, “If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye 
shall not only do this,” etc. Matthew 21:21—“doubt not,” 
not only at the moment of pleading the promise, but during 
the time you are awaiting its fulfillment. Hence also, unto 
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart” is added “and lean 
not unto thine own understanding” (Prov. 3:5).

“When she was past age.” This clause is added so as to 
heighten the miracle that God so graciously wrought in 
response to Sarah’s faith. It magnifies the glory of His 
power. It is recorded for our encouragement. It shows us 
that no difficulty or hindrance should cause a disbelief of 
the promise. God is not tied down to the order of nature, 
nor limited by any secondary causes. He will turn nature 
upside down rather than not be as good as His word. He 
has brought water out of a rock, made iron to f loat (2 Kings 
6:6), sustained two million people in a howling wilderness. 



These things should arouse the Christian to wait upon God 
with full confidence in the face of the utmost emergency. 
Yea, the greater the impediments that confront us, faith 
should be increased. The trustful heart says, “Here is a fit 
occasion for faith; now that all creature-streams have run 
dry is a grand opportunity for counting on God to show 
Himself strong on my behalf. What cannot He do! He 
made a woman of ninety to bear a child—a thing quite 
contrary to nature—so I may surely expect Him to work 
wonders for me too.”

“Because she judged him faithful who had promised.” Here 
is the secret of the whole thing! Here was the ground of 
Sarah’s confidence, the foundation on which faith rested. 
She did not look at God’s promises through the mist of 
interposing obstacles, but she viewed the difficulties and 
hindrances through the clear light of God’s promises. The 
act that is here ascribed unto Sarah is that she “ judged ” or 
reckoned, reputed and esteemed, God to be faithful. She 
was assured that He would make good His word on which 
He had caused her to hope. God had spoken; Sarah had 
heard. In spite of all that seemed to make it impossible that 
the promise should be fulfilled in her case, she steadfastly 
believed. Rightly did Luther say, “If you would trust God, 
you must learn to crucify the question ‘How?’ ” “Faithful is 
he that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24): this 
is sufficient for the heart to rest upon; faith will cheerfully 
leave it with Omniscience as to how the promise will be 
made good to us.

“Because she judged him faithful who had promised.” Let 
it be carefully noted that Sarah’s faith went beyond the 
promise. While her mind dwelt upon the thing promised, it 
seemed unto her altogether incredible; but when she took 
her thoughts off all secondary causes and fixed them on 
God Himself, then the difficulties no longer disturbed her: 
her heart was at rest in God. She knew that God could 
be depended upon: He is “ faithful ”—able, willing, sure to 
perform His word! Sarah looked beyond the promise to 
the Promiser; and as she did so, all doubting was stilled. 
She rested with full confidence on the immutability of 
Him that cannot lie, knowing that where divine veracity is 
engaged, omnipotence will make it good. It is by believing 
meditations upon the character of God that faith is fed and 
strengthened to expect the blessing, despite all apparent 
difficulties and supposed impossibilities. It is the heart’s 
contemplation of the perfections of God that causes faith to 
prevail. As this is of such vital practical importance, let us 
devote another paragraph to enlarging thereon.

To fix our minds on the things promised, to have an 
assured expectation of the enjoyment of them, without 
the heart f irst resting upon the veracity, immutability, 
and omnipotence of God, is but a deceiving imagination. 
Rightly did John Owen point out, “The formal object of 
faith in the divine promises is not the things promised in 
the first place, but God Himself in His essential excellen-

cies of truth or faithfulness and power.” Nevertheless, the 
divine perfections do not, of themselves, work faith in us; 
it is only as the heart believingly ponders the divine attri-
butes that we shall “ judge” or conclude Him faithful that 
has promised. It is the man whose mind is stayed upon God 
Himself, who is kept in “perfect peace” (Isa. 26:3): that is, 
he who joyfully contemplates who and what God is that 
will be preserved from doubting and wavering while wait-
ing the fulfillment of the promise. As it was with Sarah, so 
it is with us: every promise of God has tacitly annexed to 
it this consideration, “Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” 
(Gen. 18:14).

But let our final thought be upon the rich recompense 
whereby God rewarded the faith of Sarah. The opening 
“Therefore” of verse 12 points the blessed consequence of 
her relying upon the faithfulness of God in the face of the 
utmost natural discouragements. From her faith there issued 
Isaac, and from him, ultimately, Christ Himself. And this 
is recorded for our instruction. Who can estimate the fruits 
of faith? Who can tell how many lives may be affected for 
good, even in generations yet to come, through your faith 
and my faith today! Oh, how the thought of this should stir 
us up to cry more earnestly, “Lord, increase our faith” to the 
praise of the glory of Thy grace. Amen.

Arthur W. Pink (1886–1952) was a prolific author. This article is taken from 
Studies in the Scriptures, available from Chapel Library.
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This past November, the friends of Michael Gulov were shocked 
by his unexpected death. Michael was a faithful minister of the 
Gospel in a suburb of the town, Gorlovka. He left behind his 
wife (Alla) and four daughters (Alyona, Lily, Olga and Angelina). 
A great comfort for the family is to know that Michael went to 
be with the Lord, and yet we realize how difficult it is for the 
family. When we came to visit them and bring money, they 
just cried. More importantly, we could bring them evidences of 
what they need to see most at this time—the fact they’re not 
left alone by the One who is God of widows and orphans.
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Dr. George Lawson (1749–1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 
1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As 
a professor of theology he trained scores of men for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for 
his sermons and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less known is his scarce work, 
Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided 
into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of 
practical, savory truth. As space allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below is the sixth part of the second chapter.

“Come unto me,” says our Lord, “all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” From these words some 
have inferred that none but those who are heavy laden with a 
sense of their iniquities are warranted to apply to Christ for 
salvation. On the supposition that such persons were referred 
to by our Savior, it does not follow that they only are autho-
rized to come to Him for rest. All the seed of Israel are called 
on to fear God (Ps. 22:23), but we are not to conclude that 
to fear God is the exclusive duty of the house of Israel (Jer. 
10:7). That highly favored people were under peculiar obliga-
tions to fear God, but all nations are bound to have regard 
to the will of their Creator and Judge, and make Him their 
fear and their dread.

So likewise, persons feeling the weight of their sins are in 
a position which supplies peculiar motives for their coming to 
Christ, but He came to call sinners in general to repentance, 
and if so, they are all entitled to believe in Jesus, for He is the 
only way to the Father, and it is only through Him that men 
can turn from sin unto holiness. But there is no good reason 
for restricting the word “heavy laden” to those burdened with 
a sense of sin. All men in their natural condition labour and 
are heavy laden; the most senseless sinners are those who are 
most heavily laden with iniquity (Isa. 1:3, 4). “All things are 
full of labour, man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” All who unsuccess-
fully are seeking rest are invited by Jesus to come and find 
it in Himself. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters.” Who are they that thirst? All who seek for happi-
ness but cannot find it, because they seek it in those things 
which never gave happiness to any man on earth (Isa. 55:2). 
It is certain that none but those who feel their absolute need 
of Christ will seek salvation in Him; but if they are taught 
that a deep sense of their need of Christ is necessary to give 
them a right to Him, they will be under strong temptation 
to neglect the exercise of believing in Christ from day to day, 
and from year to year, that if possible they may establish a 
better right to believe in His name. And as they will never 
think that their sense of the evil of sin is what it ought to 
be, they may continue through life in a state of painful sus-
pense as to whether or not they are warranted in placing their 
dependence upon Christ for salvation. But when men are fully 

persuaded that whatever be their state and character they are 
authorized and invited to come to Jesus for rest and happiness, 
one of the greatest stumbling-blocks in the way of the most 
important of all duties will be removed.

That all sinners are called by the gospel to believe in Jesus 
Christ for salvation, is made very plain by the discourse of our 
Savior recorded in the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel. It was 
addressed to a class of men who were for the most part strang-
ers to the true nature of Christ’s kingdom, and who were much 
more interested in the comforts of the present life than in the 
things pertaining to life everlasting, and yet all of them, with-
out exception, were invited to come and eat of that spiritual 
bread which was typified by the manna. They waited upon His 
ministry not because He spake as never man spake, but because 
they did eat of His miraculous bread, and were filled. They 
expressed an earnest desire that Jesus would feed them in the 
same way as their fathers had been fed in the wilderness. But 
He tells them that He had been commissioned by His Father 
to give them, not the meat which perished in the using, and 
which when eaten could not hinder them from perishing, but 
the true bread, which nourished up to everlasting life. “My 
Father,” said He, “giveth you the true bread from heaven.” He 
gave it as really to these earthly minded Jews, as the manna 
had been given to their fathers. They might forfeit the benefit 
of the donation, as the greater part of them actually did, by 
refusing to receive or to eat that bread, but their refusal did 
not affect the reality of the gift, or the sincerity of the Giver. 
It is evident that the people in general had this grant made to 
them as the ground of their faith. No exception is made by our 
Lord of any one in the crowd, although He upbraided them for 
their worldliness and unbelief. He expressly declares that none 
should be disappointed who would accept His gift. “He that 
cometh unto me shall never hunger; he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst; and him that cometh unto me I will in no 
wise cast out.” By such language He plainly intimates that the 
gift of that spiritual manna of which He spake was equally free 
and extensive as that which was rained from heaven in the days 
of old. To induce all who heard Him to accept and improve 
His generous offer of such rich spiritual provision, our Savior 
adds, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye eat the f lesh of 
the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.”

These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. —JOhN 20:31

       in Christ (6)Faith
|  George LawsonExpERIENTIAL chRISTIANITY
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The Skyscraper Live walk was broadcast on The Discovery Chan-
nel and follows previous live broadcasts of his tightrope walks 
across the Grand Canyon and the Niagara Falls. As usual, 
Wallenda frequently prayed to God and spoke of Christ’s help 
before, during, and after the walk. Many Christians rejoiced 
to hear God being praised in such a spectacular way before 
a watching TV and Internet audience of millions of people.

Which raises huge questions. Can you be a “Chris-
tian Tightrope Walker”? Is tightrope-walking a legitimate 
Christian vocation? Does repeatedly mentioning God sanc-
tify whatever job we do? Or are there certain vocations that 
Christians should not pursue? If so, are there biblical guide-
lines for helping us to decide which jobs are legitimate for a 
Christian? I believe there are four such guidelines, and I’d 
like to measure Wallenda’s chosen vocation against them.

Can I glorify God in this job?
To glorify God is to make Him more famous; it’s to advance 
His reputation, and to lift up His Name. Conversely, my 
vocation should not do anything to obscure God’s beauty 
or reputation.

Although Wallenda mentioned God lots of times, and 
many Christians said that this was a great witness, I’m sure 
many non-Christians thought, “What kind of God thinks 
this is a good idea?” Did their view of God really improve?

Also, is saying God’s name a lot really the same as glo-
rifying God? We can be doing that while actually trying to 
glorify ourselves. Interestingly, for all of Wallenda’s praising 
of God, he did let slip in a previous interview: “I don’t know 
what people will say about me a hundred years from now, 
but it’s got to be pretty impressive.”

Remember the devil once took Christ to a high building 
and tempted him by suggesting that He could publicly prove 
God’s care for Him by throwing himself off the pinnacle 
and surviving. Remember Christ’s response?

Can I do good to others in this job?
Our vocation should be helpful to our society and contribute 
something worthwhile to our community. That also means 
that we should not do anything that might unnecessarily 
harm others.

Wallenda estimates that these kinds of tightrope walks 
generate millions in TV and tourism revenue. He also enter-

tained multitudes. So, does money + entertainment = good 
to others? While there’s nothing wrong with making money 
and entertaining people in themselves, neither of these are 
enough to qualify a job as “loving our neighbor” by contrib-
uting something worthwhile to our community. Money and 
entertainment may be the by-products of a legitimate Chris-
tian vocation, but they hardly constitute one.

Also, what about the power of example? Do we really 
want to inspire others, perhaps kids, to try tightrope walk-
ing in their backyards or across ravines?

Did God give me the talent for this job?
God does not call us to a vocation without supplying us with 
the necessary gifts. Some have therefore argued, “Well, if 
God gave Wallenda the gifts, he would be wrong not to 
use them.” But did God give Wallenda the gift of tightrope 
walking? He certainly gave him amazing gifts of courage, 
emotional control, agility, hand-eye coordination, persever-
ance, etc. But it was Wallenda who turned these gifts towards 
tightrope walking. Just because we have the gifts for some-
thing does not mean we are obliged to do it.

Perhaps we should use those gifts for something else. For 
example, there are many men with similar gifts to Wallenda’s 
who are sacrificially dedicating them to the service of their 
country in special operations in faraway lands.

Can I obey God in this job?
Even if we think that our job glorifies God, helps others, 
and uses our talents, if it is against God’s Word, then it is 
illegitimate for a Christian. “But where in the Bible does it 
forbid Christian tightrope walkers?” you ask. Well, the sixth 
commandment, “You shall not kill,” covers far more than 
murdering. It simply selects the worst manifestation of this 
category of evil for prohibition. It also includes lesser evils 
such as rejecting or neglecting lawful means to preserve our 
lives and the lives of others (WSC 68–69; WLC 135–36).

Wallenda may be a Christian, and he may be a tightrope 
walker, but he’s not a “Christian tightrope walker.” There’s 
no such thing.

Dr. David P. Murray is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Grand Rapids 
and Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

A chRISTIAN  
TIGhTROpE wALKER?

Contemporary Issues  |  Dr. DavID murray

record-breaking daredevil Nik Wallenda recently com-
pleted what he called his most challenging feat to date: a 
tightrope walk between two skyscrapers six hundred feet 
above downtown Chicago, partly blindfolded. (CNN)
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ISIS and International Affairs
Contemporary Issues

Radical Islam expert Brigitte Gabriel says ISIS is capable 
of anything from shopping-mall shooting sprees to nuclear 
attacks in the United States and believes the best way to ward 
off calamity is for Americans to wake up their elected officials 
and demand they “throw political correctness in the garbage 
can” and confront the radical threat as it truly exists. She also 
revealed the one common link motivating the worst terrorists 
in the world today: the words of the Quran.

Gabriel was a victim of terrorism in her native Lebanon. 
She is founder and president of ActForAmerica.org and is 
author of numerous books, including They Must Be Stopped: 
Why We Must Defeat Radical Islam and How We Can Do It. She 
said the danger to the U.S. posed by the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria, or ISIS, is significant, but the threat is nothing new.

“We know that radical Islamists have been trying to attack 
the United States,” she said. “It doesn’t matter what organi-
zation they identify with, whether it’s al-Qaida or ISIS or 
whatever name du jour that’s exciting and dominating the 
news. Since President Obama became president, we have 
arrested on American soil 226 home-grown terrorists. And 
that was before ISIS.”

She does acknowledge a significant difference with ISIS: 
the deep pockets of the terrorist army. Gabriel said those 
kinds of resources can finance a whole lot of trouble for the 
U.S. and other Western nations.

“ISIS has their hands on biological weapons. They have 
captured the oil fields. They have their hands on nuclear 
material. And they certainly have the money to be able to 
buy the technology to put missiles together with nukes on 
top of them or be able to smuggle something into our coun-
try. We cannot afford to let our president, even though he is 
blind to the issue, let the issue go ignored,” said Gabriel, who 
added that ISIS can strike a devastating psychological blow 
to Americans with far less complicated plots.

“It doesn’t take a mega-attack. All they need is a few 
crazies to strap bombs to their bodies and walk into malls in 
different states across the United States. That would literally 
strike terror in the hearts of Americans,” she said.

“They are basing their actions on the words of the Quran,” 
she explained. “What ISIS is doing right now is no different 
than what Prophet Muhammad himself did.”

Gabriel added, “They are using scriptures from the Quran. 
For example, Quran 8:12 talks about striking fear into the 
hearts of disbelievers. Therefore, they cut off their fingers and 
toes because they disobeyed Allah. So what ISIS is doing is 
no different than what any other group of devout followers 
of the Quran will do.”

She said the U.S. has seen the rise of numerous radical 
Muslim groups just since the 2001 terrorist attacks. Gabriel 
pointed to mass executions and stonings in Afghan soccer 

arenas by the Taliban, the al-Qaida beheading of Daniel 
Pearl, the terrorist beheadings of Nick Berg and 35 other 
people in just one year in Iraq, and the horrific murders, 
rapes, abductions, and church burnings carried out by Boko 
Haram in Nigeria.

“When you look at these different groups across the world, 
whether they are Al Shabab in Somalia, or Boko Haram in 
Nigeria, or Lashkar-e-Taiba in India, or Hamas in Gaza, or 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, or al-Qaida, the name doesn’t mat-
ter,” she said. “They all are operating out of the same manual, 
sharing the same ideology and the same goal.”

Speaking of Hamas, Gabriel said the recently announced 
cease-fire in Gaza is nothing but a chance for the terrorists 
to regroup and eventually pose a greater threat than before. 
“Israel has got to destroy Hamas and its infrastructure,” she 
said. “Otherwise, Hamas is going to come back stronger than 
ever. It may take them a year, two years, three years. They’re 
going to come back, and we’re going to see the same thing.”

Act for America recently hosted its annual security confer-
ence in Washington, a three-day event. Gabriel said elected 
officials need to understand the gravity of the terrorist threat 
facing our country and the urgency with which it must be con-
fronted. However, she said it’s up to the American people to 
make sure Washington takes notice and takes decisive action.

“The American public must come together and put pres-
sure on our elected officials to throw political correctness in 
the garbage where it belongs and start speaking the truth 
about the threats we are facing,” Gabriel said. “We need to 
remind our elected officials as to the importance of secur-
ing the United States, securing American lives, protecting 
American cities, and doing what is right to fight evil.”

Part of that, she said, is working to thwart the rise of 
home-grown terrorists. She said rudderless young people are 
especially attracted to the terrorist cause.

“What we’re suffering in the West today is the lack of 
structure in the family, the lack of guidance. Many families 
are broken. Young people feel disenfranchised,” Gabriel said. 
“What Islam offers is a way to tell you how to live your life, 
down to the simple things and to how many times you can 
wash your hands and how many times to pray and everything 
to that detail. That’s what they’re attracted to.”

“A lot of people are also resentful of America. A lot of 
the youth are very easily drawn to very attractive recruitment 
videos on the Internet,” said Gabriel, noting that ISIS is even 
recruiting people most would consider the least likely to join 
its cause. “Right now ISIS is focused on recruiting women on 
the Internet, offering them safety and security and stability 
and a home life if they would come and marry a jihadist and 
take care of a jihadist’s needs.”

—Greg Corombos, WorldNet Daily
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Perhaps the most popular Scripture verse in contemporary 
culture is, “Judge not, that ye be not judged” (Matt. 7:1). 
We live in a time when tolerance reigns. Secular psycholo-
gists labor to relieve men, women, and children of their 
bad feelings about themselves. Churches proclaim God’s 
unconditional love and teach that our duty is to learn to 
love ourselves. Schools instill in their students an ethic of 
acceptance of all people regardless of who they are and what 
they do. One would think that in such an environment, we 
would live in an age of great joy and peace.

Why then are we so restless and troubled?
It’s not just secular or irreligious people. Many profess-

ing Christians suffer from a lack of joy and peace in their 
lives. Even if they denounce all forms of legalism and sing 
of the love of Christ, they still feel guilty and uneasy about 
themselves.

A major reason for this anxiety is a lack of spiritual assur-
ance of faith. The Holy Spirit alone can produce an inward 
confidence that you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to 
you, resulting in spiritual joy, peace, humility, love, long-
ing for His presence, and desire to do His will. Spiritual 
assurance is not just a belief that you will be in heaven; it is 
heaven already begun in you. It is relying on what Christ did 
for you two thousand years ago, and realizing what Christ is 
doing in your life today, and going forward in His strength, 
resting only on His righteousness (Ps. 71:16). Such assur-
ance is not common.

You may think this is a strange idea, given that assurance 
of salvation is often said to be as easy as asking Jesus into 

your heart. Millions of people who pray such a prayer have 
been assured that they are children of God, forgiven of all 
their sins, and on the high road to heaven. Yet large numbers 
of them lack a heart-felt assurance. They have little motiva-
tion to serve the Lord, and may drift in and out of churches.

Other Christians, of course, are in the exact opposite 
situation. They are the core of the churches’ volunteers, 
or perhaps the pastors and paid staff. They believe that 
Christ died for sinners, read their Bibles, say their prayers, 
give their tithes and offerings to the church, and work 
hard to keep the Ten Commandments. Yet they may some-
times fear that God is angry with them and never feel truly 
accepted by the Lord. To them, it is almost impossible to 
know you are a child of God—a privilege reserved for the 
most saintly of saints.

Is it possible to experience assurance in the heart? If so, 
then how?

I have found tremendous help in answering these ques-
tions in the biblical teachings of a man born four hundred 
years ago. Anthony Burgess was the son of a schoolteacher, 
born in Watford, Hertfordshire, England. He was educated 
at St. John’s College, Cambridge (BA 1627) and Emmanuel 
College (MA 1630). He served as a fellow (instructor) at 
Emmanuel, before becoming the vicar at Sutton Coldfield, 
Warwickshire in 1635. During the English Civil War, he 
took refuge in Coventry, and then was summoned to serve in 
the Westminster Assembly. His reputation grew as a godly 
man, a gifted preacher, and a profound theologian. After 
the war, he returned in 1647 to Sutton Coldfield where he 
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served until being expelled from his ministry in 1662 by 
the Act of Uniformity. He chose to retire to Tamworth, 
Staffordshire, and attended the parish church of his godly 
friend, Samuel Langley, until his death in 1664.

Burgess wrote many books, including major treatises 
on original sin, justification by faith alone, Christ’s prayer 
in John 17,1 and the goodness and functions of the law of 
God.2 Burgess’s works were not reprinted in the nineteenth 
century and as a result he is not as well known today as other 
Puritans like John Owen. 

Recently, I had the privilege of editing a selection of 
material that Burgess wrote on assurance, drawn from his 
most famous work, Spiritual Refining, f irst published in 
London in 1652. I have spent nearly fifty years reading 
books written in the seventeenth century, and this is one of 
my favorites.3 In my opinion, it is the best summary of the 
Puritan view of assurance. The original book contained 120 
sermons explaining, as the title page says, “the doctrine of 
assurance, the use of signs in self-examination, how true 
graces may be distinguished from counterfeit, several true 
signs of grace, and many false ones, the nature of grace 
under diverse Scripture notion or titles, as regeneration, 
the new creature, the heart of f lesh, vocation, sanctifica-
tion, etc.” 

I selected the most important chapters from this book 
and edited them in a contemporary way. This month Ref-
ormation Heritage Books is publishing this little 100-page 
paperback of Burgess as Faith Seeking Assurance in our “Puri-
tan Treasures” series—all of which are short Puritan books 

made contemporary for easy reading. So now, you can get 
the spiritual depth of the Puritans in a modern style that is 
easy to read.

This short book is an edited version of the beginning 
(sermons 1–11) and an excerpt from the end (sermons 
116–118) of the original volume of Spiritual Refining. The 
resulting fourteen chapters give you the heart of Burgess’s 
teaching in a manner that is short, simple, and sweet. You 
will find the pages full of the Holy Scriptures, for the Word 
of God is the only solid basis on which we can build assur-
ance. I encourage you to read it with an open Bible. Yet, 
since assurance is a gift of the Holy Spirit, I also encourage 
you to read this book with much prayer for the Father to 
work in you a growing sense of assurance by the Spirit.

May the Lord be pleased to use this little book to do for 
you what the apostle John aimed to do in his first epistle: 
“These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life” (1 John 5:13a).

1. For a summary of his treatise on John 17, see Joel R. Beeke, “Anthony 
Burgess on Christ’s Prayer for Us,” in Taking Hold of God: Reformed and Puritan 
Perspectives on Prayer, ed. Joel R. Beeke and Brian G. Najapfour (Grand Rapids: 
Reformation Heritage Books, 2011), 83–108.

2. The last of these was recently reprinted as Anthony Burgess, Vindiciae 
Legis, Westminster Assembly Facsimile Series (Grand Rapids: Reformation 
Heritage Books, 2011).

3. For an analysis of Burgess’s treatise on assurance, see Joel R. Beeke, 
“Anthony Burgess on Assurance,” in Puritan Reformed Spirituality (Darling-
ton, England: Evangelical Press, 2006), 170–95, and Joel R. Beeke and Paul 
Smalley, “Assurance of Salvation: The Insights of Anthony Burgess,” Puritan 
Reformed Journal 6, no. 2 (July 2014): 171–84.

For several years, Reformation Heritage Books has been 
publishing a series of short Puritan books edited in a 
contemporary way, called “Puritan Treasures for Today.” 
These books have sold well and have served the purpose 
of introducing the rich content of Puritan writing to many 
people who have struggled to read the Puritans in the 
past. Recently I had the privilege of editing another one of 
these little books—by Anthony Burgess on the assurance 
of faith. I first found Burgess on assurance of faith in 1987 
one week before I had to turn in my doctoral dissertation 
on that very subject. I immediately realized that Burgess’s 
short work was one of the best books ever written on this 
vital subject, so I am very grateful—28 years later—to 
have the privilege of publishing it in a style that every-
one can read. The following article is adapted from the 
preface to this little book, which is advertised in the “Book 
Talk” pages of this issue of the BSGT. Enjoy!
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Picture Perfect: When Life Doesn’t Line Up
Amy Baker
The quest for perfection can be a crushing burden. 
When life doesn’t line up, it’s easy to be angry, 
anxious, or even paralyzed. Amy Baker uncov-
ers the pitfalls of perfectionism and examines the 
root and purpose of the longing for perfection to 
show how God’s grace transforms this burden-
some quest into a joyful walk of faith.

(New Growth, PB, 203 pgs) $18.00|$13.50

Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners 
(Audio CDs)
John Bunyan
John Bunyan recounts his inner thoughts as he 
grappled with his faith. Bunyan takes us through 
the struggle of his own sin and how grace led 
him from a conf licted conscience to a powerful 
preacher of the gospel. Modern listeners will 

f ind encouragement in Bunyan’s remedies for his own troubled 
conscience, as well as hope that God has used so greatly a man who 
struggled so deeply.

(Christian Audio, 4 CDs) $19.00|$15.00

BOOK TALK
the titles below are recently published or reprinted. the first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.  

pB = paperback, HC = hard cover.
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Faith Seeking Assurance Anthony Burgess

It is not uncommon for professing Christians to question the genuineness of their faith. In sea-
sons like this, they can wonder whether it is even possible to know for sure if they are in a state 
of saving grace. In this book, Anthony Burgess shows that Christians not only can come to an 
assurance of their salvation but should pursue it. Burgess provides helpful advice for avoiding 
a presumptuous spirit while developing a humble confidence in grace. Here is a book that will 
help you understand the marks of grace and avoid some common abuses associated with self-
examination. Read it with an open Bible and a prayerful heart, looking to the Holy Spirit as 
your faith seeks assurance. (PB, 144 pgs) $10.00|$7.50

Rules for walking in Fellowship John Owen

What good is a church community if it lacks loving fellowship? In Rules for Walking in Fellowship, John Owen 
supplies struggling congregations with biblical guidelines for making church life in the present a foretaste 
of heavenly fellowship to come. He discusses both the responsibilities congregations have toward pastors as 
well as the duties members have toward one another. Together, Owen presents twenty-four rules for fostering 
gospel fellowship, supporting them with numerous proof texts, brief explanations, and words of motivation 
to keep them. His simple approach makes this book ideal for personal or small group study. Here, then, is a 
collection of indispensable biblical rules that will challenge Christians in any given congregation, of whatever 
denomination—a little gem that is at the same time doctrinal, practical, and ecumenical.

(PB, 128 pgs) $10.00|$7.50

Discovering Delight: 31 Meditations on Loving God’s Law Glenda Mathes

Does the concept of loving law sound strange to you—like two things that just don’t go together? 
Christians today often don’t want to read about law because they would rather revel in gospel 
and grace. Yet the Bible clearly links law with love, a connection we see in Psalm 119. In these 
insightful meditations, author Glenda Mathes sheds light on this “long psalm that often gets 
short shrift.” A closer look at Psalm 119, in particular, and several other psalms and Old and 
New Testament passages encourages readers to discover the delight of God’s written Word and 
rejoice in loving His law. (PB, 160 pgs) $10.00|$7.50



The Word of the Lord: Seeing Jesus in  
the Prophets — Nancy Guthrie
Over ten weeks of guided personal Bible study, 
relevant teaching, and group discussion, this book 
will help you see the person and work of Christ 
in Hosea’s willingness to redeem his unfaithful 
bride from slavery; Isaiah’s divine King and suffer-
ing Servant, who will be punished for His people; 
Daniel’s stone, not hewn by human hands, that will 
crush every human kingdom; and Ezekiel’s vision 

of a city where God’s people will enjoy Jesus’ presence forever.
(Crossway, PB, 272 pgs) $16.99|$13.00

The Flood of Noah: Legends & Lore of  
Survival — Bodie Hodge and Laura Welch
Hundreds of accounts of a wicked world, 
destroyed by a global f lood, have been dis-
missed as mere myth—even the historical 
account of Noah’s ark revealed in the Bible. 
Yet, in every corner of the world, we find leg-

ends of a vastly destructive, worldwide event. These exciting accounts 
are presented with an interactive experience of a wheel chart, f laps, 
mini-books, sliders, foldouts, and more.

(Master Books, HC, 23 pgs) $18.99|$14.25

Paula the Waldensian — Eva Lecomte
Into the home of an interesting but self-centered 
family in old France comes Paula, a young orphaned 
cousin. Though living very simply, Paula has been 
brought up to know and love the Lord Jesus and 
cannot keep this good news all to herself. This 
causes many complications, for her cousins’ home 
was one where religion was a forbidden subject. 
Paula’s loving obedience, happy friendliness, and 

overf lowing love for everyone she meets eventually win the hearts of 
all and cause many changes in the little French Village.

(A.B. Publishing, PB, 191 pgs) $6.95|$5.75

The Christ-Centered Preaching of  
Martyn Lloyd-Jones — Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Throughout history, there have been certain figures 
who have stood the test of time and had an endur-
ing impact on the church at large. One such person 
was the famed Welsh preacher Dr. Martyn Lloyd-
Jones. In this carefully curated collection of ser-
mons, contemporary readers are introduced to one 
of the most inf luential pastors of the 20th century.

(Crossway, PB, 277 pgs) $18.00|$13.50

Chance and the Sovereignty of God:  
A God-Centered Approach to Probability  
and Random Events
Vern S. Poythress
In this theologically informed and philosophically 
nuanced introduction to the study of probability 
and chance, Vern Poythress argues that all events—
including the seemingly random or accidental—fall 
under God’s watchful gaze as part of His eternal 

plan. Comprehensive in its scope, this book lays the theistic foundation 
for our scientific assumptions about the world while addressing per-
sonal questions about the meaning and significance of everyday events.

(Crossway, PB, 357 pgs) $25.00|$18.75

The Same Sex Controversy:  
Defending and Clarifying the Bible’s  
Message about Homosexuality
James White and Jeff Niell
The authors clarify and defend the Bible’s stand 
on homosexuality as they expand on key passages. 
Subjects include the basis of biblical morality, 
biblical teaching on marriage and sexuality, the 
new “homosexual apologist,” and both Old and 

New Testament witnesses against homosexuality. They also provide 
information on how to lovingly and biblically reach out to those 
caught up in its grip.

(Bethany House, PB, 256 pgs) $19.00|$14.25

Messiah the Prince Revisited
J.K. Wall
J.K. Wall has done us a great service. He chal-
lenges us to consider how we must serve King Jesus 
in all of life despite the practical atheism of our 
secular age.

(Crown & Covenant, PB, 192 pgs) $13.00|$9.75
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Every case is different: when a person swears who is a friend 
at school, someone you work with, or a person you see on a 
regular basis, the best approach may be to

•	 Pray	for	a	fitting	opportunity	and	fitting	words.	
•	 Look	for	God’s	answer.
•	 Speak	when	the	opportunity	is	provided.	

Tim heard his friend Bob use some swear words on the 
school bus. This bothered him and he prayed that God 
would give him an opportunity to speak to Bob about it. 
This did not happen for a few days, but then an opportunity 
came. Bob came to him during lunch hour and told him he 
would like to talk with him. As they walked away, Bob told 
him about an after-school job that he was starting. After 
he was finished, Tim said, “Bob, there’s something that I 
wanted to talk with you about as well—with just the two of 

us. A few days ago on the bus, I heard you use some swear 
words and it really bothered me. I’m concerned about you 
and other kids on the bus—especially the younger ones. I’m 
worried about myself, too, that I’ll start talking like that too 
if my friends do, because I’m no better.”  After some silence, 
Bob answered, “You’re right, Tim, I’ll try to watch it.” Tim 
thanked the Lord for this opportunity and for guiding this 
in a way that Bob had responded well.

Praying and looking for a fitting opportunity is impor-
tant. Trying to correct a person when he or she is in a fit of 
anger, for example, will likely not be successful. You may 
only succeed in provoking the person to swear all the more! 
We must speak. But pray to speak with love, respect, humil-
ity, and wisdom. Try to speak the right words in the right 
way at the right time. God can help you to do this.

Are God’s honor and a friend’s welfare more important to you than your own name and reputation? 
Often we can struggle between these two in situations like speaking to a friend about his or her 

swearing. What do you think can help us to focus more on God and others and less on ourselves?

Speech
What is the best way to talk with someone about his swearing?

Suggested Reading: Matthew 18:15–20

When God instituted the Sabbath in Genesis 2 and com-
manded us to observe it in Exodus 20, He did not just 
sanctify the church service but the Sabbath day. He did not 
command us to only keep the worship service holy but the 
whole day.

God has blessed us by graciously giving us every seventh 
day, one day a week, to rest from our regular work to rest in 
Him. In fact, the word “Sabbath” means “rest.” The focus 
of our Sunday observance should be to

•	 Remember	God,	His	Word,	and	His	works
•	 Focus	on	spiritual	truths
•	 Participate	in	public	worship	services
•	 Rest	spiritually	in	God
•	 Rest	physically,	mentally,	and	emotionally
•	 Commune	with	God’s	people.

So the entire Sunday (the Lord’s day) should ref lect loving 
appreciation and obedience to God. We should do our best 
to focus on God that day by matching the purposes listed 
above. It is to be a day of joy in the Lord.

The keeping of the weekly Sabbath is an institution of 
God meant for the New Testament church, as well as Old 
Testament. We know this because the weekly Sabbath obser-
vance was instituted by God as a creation ordinance (Gen. 
2:1–3) like marriage (Gen. 2:24) and work (Gen. 2:15). God 
also included it as a commandment in His moral law (the 
Ten Commandments), which He did not write in pencil to 
be erased but in stone to be permanent until the end of time 
and the ushering in of the eternal Sabbath. The Sabbath was 
moved from Saturday, the last day of the week, to Sunday, 
the first day of the week, in commemoration of Jesus’ resur-
rection from the dead on the first day of the week. 

What is your Sunday observance like? Are you doing your best to match your  
time and day to the purposes of Sunday observance listed above?

Sunday
My friend is a Christian and she says that all kinds of activities are okay to do on 
Sunday as long as we go to church, but my parents do not agree. Who is right?

Suggested Reading: Genesis 2:1–3 and Exodus 20:8–11

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

QueStionS anSwered for teenS | JAMES W. BEEkE



On a drizzly Saturday afternoon, a young teenager walked 
his dog along in front of our house. Darryl was outside 
loading Calvin’s wheelchair into our van. “How are you?” 
Darryl asked as he closed the trunk. The German Shep-
herd paused as the boy tightened the leash and turned to 
Darryl. “Could be better,” he said honestly. “What’s going 
on?” Darryl asked. “Oh, lots of stuff,” he mumbled. “You 
can tell me about it,” Darryl offered. “Oh never mind, but 
thanks for asking” and off he went with his dog. The only 
thing Darryl could do was call after him, “You can come by 
anytime, okay?”

Have you ever felt like that boy—like your problems 
were too complicated for someone else to understand? 
Maybe your troubles seem too messy, too embarrassing, or 
just too personal to talk about with others.

The Lord delights in kids coming to Him with needy 
hearts and big problems. Jesus knows what it’s like to be a 
kid; He was one, too! He’s not out of touch with your life; 
He made you and knows every detail about you! He knows 
your character, your interests, how many hairs are on your 
head, and what you had for lunch. Sometimes it may feel like 
there is no one you can go to, but that is not true. Whatever 
your trouble is, you can go to the Lord—especially when 
you’ve got problems.

You can go to Him when you’re scared. It’s not just little 
kids who get scared. Big kids (and adults!) get scared, too. 
Whatever your fears are, bring them to the Lord. In the 
Psalms, David describes God as a refuge and a fortress. He 
is a real comfort to those who take refuge in Him.

Are you or your friends getting into a heap of trouble? 
You should not only go to your parents for help, you can go 
to God for forgiveness and help. Consider the friends you 

have. Do they love 
the Lord or do they 
lead you away from Him?

You can go to Him when 
you’re sick. Have you lain in bed shivering, aching, and 
feeling terrible? Maybe you have an illness that you live 
with every day. Ask Him for strength and help. He can use 
even your sickness to bring you near to Him and give you 
joy and peace in it.

Maybe you’re sad about things you haven’t dared to tell 
anyone. The prophet Isaiah describes Jesus as a “man of sor-
rows.” He knows what it is to have a heavy heart, so pour 
yours out to Him. Ask Him to fill you with the joy that 
comes from knowing Him and His salvation.

You can go to Him when you’ve sinned. That’s when 
we should run to Him! It’s a temptation to hide our sin 
(we’ve been trying to do that since Paradise), but we need 
to go quickly to the only One who can wash away our sins, 
Jesus Christ. If you don’t feel sorry for your sin, ask Him 
for a repentant heart. He can change you from loving sin 
to loving Him.

Problems in your life do not disqualify you from going 
to God; in fact, the realization of our problems is often what 
God uses to draw us to Him. We can trust our entire lives 
to God, the One who has gone to the great length of the 
cross to rescue us from our biggest problem: sin. When Jesus 
cried out to the Father in anguish on the cross, there was no 
answer or comfort. He bore the anguish of sin alone so that 
those who trust in Him would never have to.

Kara Dedert is a homemaker, mother of five children, and a member of the 
Grand Rapids HNRC.

Meditation
for children
Kara Dedert
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Got Problems?



Perhaps during the month of February you celebrate friend-
ship week. While being kind and loving to your friends is important, God 
calls us to show love to others too. In fact, He even tells us to love our  
                     (Matthew 5:44)! Our love can be shown in obvious 
ways, but more often it can be seen in small deeds of kindness that don’t look 

big. After you read the poem below and unscramble the bold words, think of 
some examples of people from the Bible who showed kindness to others in seem-

ingly small ways.

shine
love
way

obey
enemies
clean 
early
soweth

number
every
us

yourselves
love
scriptures
faults
kind
rejoice
new 
set

hidden 
phrase: 
new years  
resolutions

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
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Bible 
Quiz
for children
Andrea Scholten

Deeds of Kindness
Suppose the little cowslip*
Should hang its donegl (                 ) cup,
And say, I’m such a tiny wrlfoe (                 )
I’d better not grow up”;
How many a weary traveler
Would miss its fragrant llmes (              )
How many a little child would grieve
To lose it from the dell!**

Suppose the glistening dewdrop
Upon the srasg (              ) should say,
“What can a little dewdrop do?
I’d better roll away”;
The blade on which it rested,
Before the yad (        ) was done,
Without a prod (           ) to moisten it,
Would wither in the sun.

*cowslip—yellow wildf lower
**dell—a small valley

Suppose the little zeeebrs (                    )
Upon a summer day,
Should think themselves too small to ocol (           )
The traveler on his way;
Who would not miss the smallest
And fsetost (                    ) ones that blow,
And think they made a great mistake
If they were talking so?

How many deeds of idesknns (                       )
A little child may do,
Although it has so little strength,
And little simdow (                 ) too.
It wants a loving spirit,
Much more than strength to prove
How many things a lihdc (              ) may do
For others by its love.

By J. V. Y. Evangelist
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Pleasant words are as an 
honeycomb, sweet to the 
soul, and health to the bones.

–Proverbs 16:24

-+“Race you to the far side of the soccer field!” Ben 
called out to his best friend, Josh. It was recess time, and 
the two boys didn’t want to waste one minute. Legs churn-
ing, they raced across the field along the fence that edged 
the school property. A road ran along the other side of the 
fence, but the boys paid no attention to the cars rushing by. 

Josh reached the goal post first. “Do you want to practice 
goal kicks?” he asked as he tried to balance the soccer ball 
on his foot. 

“Sure,” Ben agreed. Just then, a city bus came wheezing 
to a halt at the bus stop on the other side of the fence. An old 
man with a cane in one hand tightly grasped the railing with 
the other as he struggled to step off the bus. Safely on the 
sidewalk, he turned and thanked the driver, then glanced 
uncertainly around him. His feet turned west and he began 
to make his way down the sidewalk. But what a sight he 
made! His feet seemed to turn one way as his knees turned 
the other, while his cane wobbled ahead of him.

Without thinking, Ben shouted to Josh, “Look at old 
Rattlebones!” A younger student nearby laughed and loudly 
repeated Ben’s words. Soon a small group of children were 
pointing, laughing, and taking up the cry. The old man 
turned his head, pain ref lected in his face. But he said noth-
ing and walked on. 

A moment later, a car pulled up alongside the old man a 
short distance down the road. “Hey!” cried Ben. “That looks 
like my dad’s car!” Sure enough, the car parked, and Ben’s 
dad hopped out, extending a warm handshake to the old 
man. The old man’s face brightened as Ben’s dad carefully 
helped him into the passenger seat. With a glance toward 
the school, Ben’s dad started the engine and then drove off. 

Josh glanced at Ben’s puzzled face. “Who was that man? 
Do you know him? I can’t believe…,” and his voice trailed off.

“I have no idea who he is,” Ben answered. His face felt 
warm and something tight and uncomfortable was tugging 
in his throat. He coughed and suddenly turned to Josh. “I’ll 
be the goalie and you can take shots. Come on! We’re wast-
ing our recess!” In short order, the boys were soon playing 
again and the rest of recess f lew by. In fact, all too soon the 
school day was over, and Ben found himself on his front 
porch, ready to greet his parents. He couldn’t help but notice 
that his dad’s car was in the driveway. His dad was usually 

still at work when Ben got home after school. Was the old 
man visiting their house? Reluctantly, Ben opened the door. 

In the kitchen, his mom greeted him with a smile and 
asked him about his day. With excitement, she told Ben that 
there was a very important guest in their home and that Dad 
wanted to introduce him to Ben. Shuff ling towards the fam-
ily room, Ben peeked in. His dad was sitting in a chair and 
the same old man to whom he had shouted “Rattlebones!” 
was sitting opposite him on the couch. Ben’s dad jumped up. 
“Mr. Ritzema, I’d like you to meet my son, Ben.” 

The old man turned and looked at Ben with a smile, 
not seeming to recognize him as the boy who had so cruelly 
taunted him earlier. “Such a fine boy! Such a fine boy!” he 
exclaimed. Ben blushed. 

But Ben’s dad was not finished. “Ben, you don’t think 
you know who Mr. Ritzema is, but you have heard about 
him many times before. Do you remember how I was res-
cued as a young boy?” Ben’s thoughts raced. He remembered 
his dad often speaking about a kind, older friend of his who 
had saved his life. When his dad was just a little boy, he had 
fallen into an icy river, and an older friend had plunged into 
the river and rescued him from drowning. As a result of this 
rescue, the friend had been crippled by rheumatism. 

Ben glanced at the old man and the realization of what 
he had done f looded him. How could he have been so cruel, 
so thoughtless? His eyes filled with tears as he stepped for-
ward to shake the old man’s outstretched hand. With that 
firm handshake, Ben knew that through God’s providence 
he had just learned a deep lesson that would forever be 
stamped upon his mind.

A kind action, a kind word, is like sweet honey that does 
good to those around you. Be kind—to your parents, your 
siblings, your classmates, younger children, and especially 
the elderly, sick, or handicapped. Who gave you health and 
strength? Who gave you eyes, ears, hands, tongue, and feet? 
Who gave you the wonderfully made body in which you 
dwell? “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth 
right well” (Psalm 139:14).

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member of 
the HNRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article is adapted from Ears for 
Little Gleaners, by Herbert Dawson. Conrad: Triangle Press, 1996.

Story
for children
Andrea Scholten



NEwS & ANNOUNcEMENTS
obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

OBITUARIES
VANDER MAAS, Wilhelmina (Minnie), aged 99, of Grand Rapids, passed 
away on Saturday, December 13, 2014. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Leonard, her sons, Robert, Richard, and Willem, and great-grand-
daughter, Madelyn; She is survived by her sons, Luke (Vera), Henry (Sandra), 
Case (Carol), Ron (Darlene); daughter-in-law, Jayne; 15 grandchildren, and 
many great-grandchildren. (Pastor Andrew VanderMaas).

MAST, Henry, aged 96, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, passed away on Monday, 
December 22, 2014. He was preceded in death by his wife of 70 years, Johanna 
(nee VanderSpek), and brother Neal in 2012, as well as four sisters and a brother 
in the Netherlands. Surviving are his seven children—Cornelius (Nancy) Mast, 
Jacob (Deborah) Mast, Henry Jr. (Connie) Mast, Margaret (Bill) King, Wil-
liam (Mary) Mast, Joan Low, Joyce (Gerrit) Tromp; four brothers—Willem, 
Jan, Dirk (Joann) and Piet (Riet); ten grandchildren, six step-grandchildren, 
fifteen great-grandchildren, and many nephews and nieces. (Dr. J. R. Beeke, 
Luke 2:25–30; Rev. D. VanBrugge, Job 19:25–27).

hERITAGE SpRING RETREAT
Save the Date! All 18–35-year-olds are warmly invited to the Heri-
tage Spring Retreat from Friday, May 15 through Monday, May 
18, 2015 at Maple Grove Christian Retreat Centre in Thamesford, 
Ontario. In addition to cabins, including some accommodations 
for married couples, camping and tenting sites are available. Visit 
(www.HeritageRetreat.ca) for updated information and details.

2015 YOUTh cAMp
We have again reserved Camp Michawana, located in Hastings, 
Michigan, for Tuesday, July 7–Friday, July 10. Please reserve these 
dates for a special time of fellowship, growth, and instruction in 
God’s Word. Registrations will be available in April.

TEAchERS NEEDED
Jordan Christian School (near St. Catharines, Ontario) is a small but 
energetic JK–12 learning community nestled in the heart of Niagara 
wine country. As we seek to more fully serve in our community and 
add International students to our school population, we are receiving 
applications for elementary and secondary teaching positions beginning 
September 2015. The successful applicants will be energetic and moti-
vated team players who aim to inspire, are committed to a Reformed 
worldview while preparing students to meet the demands of our rapidly 
changing society; you will be comfortably versatile with technology and 
will bring skills that complement our present teaching team. If this 
sounds like you, we are interested in receiving your application, includ-
ing your resumé, a philosophy of education, and a statement of faith. All 
submissions will be carefully considered. Please send your application to 
the attention of Mr. Mark Fintelman at principal@ourjcs.ca.

Rehoboth Christian School in Copetown, Ontario invites applications 
for the positions of Full-time and Part-time Elementary Classroom 
Teacher for the 2015/2016 school year. We are a K–12 parent-run school 
serving the needs of the families of four local Free Reformed Churches 
and beyond. Located on a beautiful rural setting between Hamilton and 
Brantford, RCS has been blessed with a strongly supportive community 
and committed faculty, and since our inception in 1978, has grown to an 
enrollment of nearly 400 students. Qualified individuals with a vision 
for Christian education from a biblical, Reformed perspective are invited 
to send a cover letter, resumé, statement of faith, and philosophy of edu-
cation to the attention of Mr. Raymond Roth, Principal, 198 Inksetter 
Road P.O. Box 70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0; t. 905.627.5977; e. principal 
@rehoboth.on.ca; w. www.rehoboth.on.ca.

UpcOMING hRc MEETINGS
The Lord willing, Synod Prayer Service, Synod meetings, and a com-
bined Office-bearers’ Conference, will be held on April 15–17, 2015 in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. The Prayer Service and Synod meetings will 
be held at the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation located 
at 540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

tuesdAy, AprIL 15, 7:30 p.M.
SYNOD pRAYER SERVIcE

hErITAGE NEThErLANDS rEForMED ChurCh
The Synod Prayer Service will be led by Rev. Jan Neels.

WedNesdAy ANd thursdAy, AprIL 16–17, 8:00 A.M.
SYNOD MEETING

hErITAGE NEThErLANDS rEForMED ChurCh
As reported in our last Synod synopsis, the Theological Seminary 
Committee (now the Theological Student Committee) reports to 
Synod as all other committees. There will not be a separate day of 
meetings for this committee but matters regarding HRC students and 
PRTS (material arising from the Board of Trustees) will be dealt with 
on the f loor of synod. Since there will no longer be a separate day for 
the TSC, two days have been set aside for Synod. 

Those men who believe the Lord is calling them to sacred ministry 
and desire to be admitted into the Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary as an HRC Student should contact either the president, Mr. 
James Beeke (jimbeeke@shaw.ca) or the secretary, Rev. Don Over-
beek (overbeek610@rogers.com) of the Theological Student Commit-
tee, or the president of your own consistory for further information on 
the procedures and requirements in order to obtain a consistory attest. 

We would like to appeal to the churches to urgently lay our denom-
ination’s need of ministerial students before the Lord and His people 
in prayer. Article 19 of our Church Order reads, “The churches shall 
make efforts to obtain students of theology which are to be supported 
by them.” Therefore we ask you to seek the Lord to raise up called 
men who, with God’s blessing, will one day serve in the HRC to the 
great good of countless people. In regard to this, in times past it has 
also been the practice of office bearers in particular, and God’s people 
in general, to encourage those men who appear to have been given a 
measure of the requisite grace and gifts for this calling to prayerfully 
lay before the Lord the possibility of Him calling them to this work. 

The need is acute because if our denomination does not receive a 
new student to commence study in the Fall of 2014 (D.V.) it will be the 
first time our denomination will not have a theological student in the 
Seminary since its inception. We look to the Lord to provide for the 
well-being of His church and at the same time we ask you to lay this 
matter before Him and carry out due diligence with those men whom 
God may be calling and equipping for His service.

Consistories and Synod-appointed committees are reminded that all 
material for Synod should be forwarded to Rev. Don Overbeek (over 
beek610@rogers.com) by February 15 for distribution to consistories.

WedNesdAy, AprIL 16 
pASTOR/ELDER FRATERNAL

hErITAGE NEThErLANDS rEForMED ChurCh
On Wednesday evening there will be a pastors/elders fraternal held for 
mutual edification and discussion.

frIdAy, AprIL 18
cOMBINED OFFIcE-BEARERS’ cONFERENcE
hErITAGE NEThErLANDS rEForMED ChurCh

Topic and time to be determined.
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The newly released Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible 
might be hot off the press, but its literary roots run four 
hundred years deep. 

The publication comes from Reformation Heritage 
Books and includes extensive study notes by premier theo-
logians to help individuals and families gain an experiential 
understanding and application of the Holy Scriptures for 
godly living in today’s world.

This one-of-a-kind Bible is certainly making history today, 
but it is also reminiscent of another study Bible, one that can 
trace its way all the way back to the seventeenth century.

At the time of the Further Reformation, the interna-
tional Synod of Dordt (1618–1619) met and formulated the 
well-known Five Points of Calvinism in response to cor-
responding Arminian positions.

However, what is less known about this historic event 
is that after the foreign delegates left, the Dutch Reformed 
Church Synod continued to meet to discuss church business.

Among other things, the synod ordered the writing of a 
new translation of the Bible with study notes that would assist 
in the reading of the text. In other words, the synod wanted to 
see the creation of a Reformed study Bible for God’s people.

This Dordt translation, officially referred to as the 
Statenvertaling, was based on the same Hebrew and Greek 
manuscripts used in the translation of the King James Ver-
sion that was published just seven years earlier in 1611. The 
names of the translations indicate that both projects were 
commissioned by the government as well as the church.

In recent times, some scholars have discredited the tex-
tual tradition underlying these translations on the basis 
that older manuscripts have since been discovered that were 
not available to the seventeenth century translators. These 
scholars reason that the older a manuscript, the lower the 
likelihood for scribal errors to creep in over time.

But this issue is not as cut and dry as it may appear 
at first glance. There are, in fact, ancient translations of 
Scripture that concur with the so-called Textus Receptus, or 
“received text,” used by both the KJV and Dordt translators. 
And, of course, who would underestimate the doctrine of 
providence in the preservation of God’s Word?

It is also important to note that none of the relatively few 
discrepancies between the newly discovered manuscripts and 
the received text change the meaning of Scripture on any 
point of doctrine. In fact, the KJV and Dordt translations 
remain unparalleled by any standard in their inspirational, 
even poetic, f lavor, not to speak of their near-perfect balance 
attained between so-called literal and dynamic translations. 

The Dordt translation with study notes (Kanttekenin-
gen) became a staple of individual and family devotions for 
centuries. This tradition continued to the mid-twentieth 
century among Dutch families in the New World. In both 
Holland and America, it was not uncommon for households 
to have their Dordt study Bible prominently displayed in 
their living rooms, spread wide open on a wooden, pulpit-
like bookstand. 

Even today, the Dordt study Bible remains popular 
among conservative Reformed Christians in the Nether-
lands. But with the diminishment of the Dutch language 
in America, Reformed Christians latched on to the KJV, 
which was the choice replacement that felt so much like the 
Dordt translation. 

For me, as a child, my Scripture memorizations were all 
from the KJV. And I think there’s still something about the 
KJV that purrs in the heart of a believer. 

With the loss of the Dutch language, so too did we lose 
the Dordt study Bible with its notes. 

The recent f lood of study Bibles does include Reformed 
publications such as the NIV Study Bible and the ESV Ref-
ormation Study Bible. However, this newest study Bible from 
Reformation Heritage Books is the only one I know of that 
ref lects the experiential zeitgeist of the Further Reformation 
period, which produced the KJV and Dordt translations.

So with its emphasis on the experiential (knowing but 
also living the Reformed faith), combined with the use of 
the King James translation, we see what makes this new 
study Bible so unique and historic. In my opinion, the Ref-
ormation Heritage KJV Study Bible and the one the Synod of 
Dordt authorized all those centuries ago are truly the closest 
of literary relatives.

I have purchased my copy of this new study Bible to con-
sult, to study, and to treasure. It is, after all, not only church 

history in the making but also God’s 
own Word, and a way for me to feel 
just a little closer to my Puritan fore-
fathers who lived in the Netherlands 
and across the English channel.

Dr. David Schuringa serves as the president 
of Crossroad Bible Institute. This article is 
reprinted from Christian Renewal.

 A New Study Bible for Experiential Calvinists
« h. dAVId sChurINgA »
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NATIONAL NEwS
FEDS orDEr BIBLE CoLLEGE To DEPorT 120 ChrISTIAN  
STuDENTS
Marietta Bible College is a small, unaccredited school that 
provides Bible training mostly for impoverished international 
students. The college is a ministry of the Marietta Bible Center 
Church. The federal government has denied their recertifi-
cation for a program that allows foreign students to attend 
American schools. Therefore, the 34-year-old college may 
no longer accept international students, and those who are 
currently enrolled in the Bible school must either transfer to 
another college by February or face deportation.

All of the students who attend the school come from 
impoverished, third-world countries—places like Kenya, Togo, 
and New Guinea. The students can either major in Pastoral 
Theology or Christian Education. After they receive their 
diplomas the students return to their home nation where they 
work in Churches or Christian schools.

And for what it’s worth—the Christian college kids came 
here legally. (FoxNews.com)
SATANIST ATTACkS okLAhoMA CITy’S 10 CoMMANDMENTS
A month after an Oklahoma County judge dismissed a lawsuit 
arguing for removal of a public display of the Ten Command-
ments on the state capitol grounds, the six-foot-tall granite 
monument was destroyed by a self-proclaimed Satanist who 
smashed it with his car.

The destruction comes amid a set of strange circumstances 
set in motion by the 2012 installation of the $10,000 carving 
representing the sacred two tablets donated by State Represen-
tative Mike Ritze and his family.

After careening into the mon-
ument, the driver walked into 
the Federal Building, threatened 
President Obama, and declared 
the devil made him do it, accord-
ing to CNN. (Zionica)

INTERNATIONAL NEwS
IreLANd to Vote oN gAy MArrIAge
Prime Minister Enda Kenny says Ireland’s voters will be asked 
to legalize gay marriage, a government-backed measure that 
ref lects rapid social change in the predominantly Catholic 
nation. Kenny told lawmakers that the government would 
subject its planned Marriage Equality Bill to a public referen-
dum in May. The vote is needed to amend the family section 
of Ireland’s seventy-seven-year-old constitution.

Ireland legalized civil partnerships for homosexual couples 
in 2011. Such partnerships confer weaker legal rights than for a 
married couple on matters of child custody and welfare access, 
particularly in event of relationship breakdown.

Recent Irish opinion polls indicate around three-fourths 
of voters support legalizing gay marriage. More than a dozen 
nations and most U.S. states already have taken the step.

FOcUS ON chRISTIANIT Y
IS AMErICA MorE rELIGIouS ThAN WE ThINk? 
With much talk circulated by the mainstream media that faith 
is becoming less and less a part of Americans’ lives and that 
church attendance is dwindling, a recent Gallup Poll may come 
as a surprise to most; it asserts that religion continues to be 
an essential ingredient of their private and public lives. It is 
reported that a significant percentage of American society is 
plugged into its faith in a variety of ways.

“In an average week, one in five Americans share their 
religious faith online, about the same percentage that tune in 
to religious talk radio, watch religious TV programs or listen 
to Christian rock music,” Pew researchers declare, “and nearly 
half of U.S. adults see someone else share their religious faith 
online in a typical week.”

The study proves what many pro-family and Christian 
organizations have asserted for decades when challenging state 
and federal officials who argue that faith is something that 
should have to be concealed because most Americans allegedly 
find such displays offensive or intolerant. Oftentimes, an appeal 
to free-speech rights and religious liberty aren’t big enough 
incentives for public officials to suppress religious expression, 
so the issue has regularly been taken to the judicial system.

An earlier published Pew study reports almost 80 percent 
of United States citizens proclaim themselves to be a Christian 
of some sort. Other faiths pale in comparison, as about two 
percent identify themselves as Orthodox Jews, while three 
percent consider themselves as belonging to other faiths, such 
as Islam, Buddhism, or Hinduism.

Another trusted data source based in the U.S. corrobo-
rates the fact that America’s faith is alive and well. “The 236 
groups (surveyed) reported a total of 344,894 congregations with 
150,686,156 adherents, comprising 48.8 percent of the total U.S. 
population of 308,745,538 in 2010,” reports the Association of 
Religious Data Archives, which conducted a wide-scale survey to 
determine Americans’ religious allegiance. (Michael F. Haverluck)

chRISTIAN wORLD VIEw JOhN GOUDZwAARD

(Courtesy Marietta Bible College)

ThE 18Th ANNUAL cAMBRIDGE  
REFORMED BIBLE cONFERENcE

Pastor Carl Trueman as guest speaker
March 20th and 21st, 2015

Theme: Reason foR The hope

Friday,	8:00	p.m.	•	What is the Hope?
Saturday,	10:00	a.m.	•	The reason for the Hope

Saturday,	1:00	p.m.	•	Prepare to give a Reason for the Hope
Visit our website: http://cambridgerbc.ca
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One of the challenges with living in a fast-paced world is that 
we live fuzzy, distracted lives. That was also one of the chal-
lenges facing the Colossians. They were no longer seeing the big 
picture, and Paul wrote his letter to them to help refocus. He 
tells them in 1:18 that the answer to fuzzy living is “that in all 
things, he might have the preeminence.” What does that mean? 

Preeminence means first place: not first place in the sense 
of time, but of rank. If you are preeminent, you are number 1. 
Paul wants the Colossians to focus again on the preeminence 
of Christ. He wants the people to understand the preeminence 
of Christ in revelation (v. 5). The content of all revelation is 
about Christ, and the purpose of revelation is Christ. This is 
why any pastor, like Paul, does not come as an apostle of him-
self, but as a minister of the Word. But it is also important to 
recognize that this Word comes to the people. We, like the 
Colossians, did not invent the gospel, nor did we seek it (v. 6). 
It has come from God. 

Like the Colossians, we could not know anything about 
God without Him revealing Himself. And who does God want 
to reveal? Christ! This is the big picture that we need to think 
about. Why do you have a Bible? Why are you in a church? 
Why are you under the preaching of the Word? So Christ will 
be the main focus of your life, your thinking, your faith, your 
love, your hope, your knowledge. The Word is revealed to you 
so you would walk worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 9).

This should humble us. God is revealing Himself through 
His Word to us for His purposes. The reason you can read your 
Bible and receive biblical instruction is not just for you or about 
you. It is so Christ would be glorified. Is that how you listen to 
the Word? Is it how you read the Word? Is that why you pray 
that the Spirit would bless this Word to you? 

Just as Christ is preeminent in special revelation, Paul actu-
ally spends some time developing that idea for the Colossians 
as Christ’s preeminence in natural revelation—in creation. 
Even creation is ultimately about Him! 

Christ was the Maker of all things (v. 16). Even as we 
marvel at nature,  we need to remember that Christ was the 

creator of it all. Everything was made by Christ: the stars and 
planets, the Grand Canyon, the glaciers that carved the Great 
Lakes, blue skies, green grass, sound waves, the warmth of the 
sun, the power of wind, DNA. All these things were created 
by Christ for Himself (v. 16); He is the purpose of creation. It 
is good to understand biology and chemistry and physics, but 
why are these things here? For Him! We cannot worship the 
creation more than the One who made it. He not only made 
these things, but He continues to hold them all together. The 
reason the world has not collapsed and disintegrated into total 
chaos yet is because Christ is not done with His creation yet. 

The answer to “why are things here at all?” is Christ. Christ 
is the reason there are people in the image of God; He is the rea-
son for minds and language and personalities; He is the reason 
we have mouths and ears and expression and languages. Some 
of this is mind-boggling. We may not necessarily understand 
why and how, but Scripture tells us that Christ is the reason for 
creation. All things were created for Him. 

This Christ-centeredness wipes away all human ideas, 
doesn’t it? Revelation is not man-made. Creation is not ran-
dom. Both of these things originate in Christ and have a very 
specific purpose. Whether we consider our Bibles or the cre-
ation around us, this ought to be our ruling thought: “That 
in all things, he [Christ] might have the pre-eminence.” Jesus 
Christ was not just the brightest and greatest in a succession 
of angels and prophets up until His lifetime. Jesus is not just a 
good teacher for a moral life; He is preeminent above all others. 
No experience or teacher should have more authority in your 
thinking than Christ. No book has more truth than Christ. In 
all things, Christ must have the preeminence. There is no one 
higher, with more authority, with more honor, deserving our 
respect, time, energy, praise, and prayer. This is the big picture.

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed 
Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. David VanBrugge is a pastor of 
the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Feel free to email either of them: kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com; dvanbrugge 
@gmail.com.

reV. MAArteN KuIVeNhoVeN & reV. dAVId VANbrugge

WhaT Does IT mean To make  
ChRIsT pReemInenT?

cORNER FOR TEENS
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When God Withholds Babies

Anthony Burgess on Assurance  
of Faith
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Thine, most gracious Lord, 
O make me wholly Thine— 
Thine in thought, in word and deed, 
For Thou, O Christ, art mine.

Wholly Thine, my Lord, 
To go when Thou dost call; 
Thine to yield my very self 
In all things, great and small.

Wholly Thine, O Lord, 
In every passing hour; 
Thine in silence, Thine to speak, 
As Thou dost grant the power.

Wholly Thine, O Lord, 
To fashion as Thou wilt, 
Strengthen, bless and keep the soul 
Which Thou hast saved from guilt.

Thine, Lord, wholly Thine, 
For ever one with Thee— 
Rooted, grounded in Thy love, 
Abiding, sure and free.

Wholly Thine, wholly Thine; 
Thou hast bought me, I am Thine; 
Blessed Savior, Thou art mine; 
Make me wholly Thine.

—ANNIE S. HAWkS


