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To heart and soul how sweet Thou art, 
O great High Priest of  God! 
My heart brought nigh to God’s own heart 
By Thy most precious blood.

No more my countless sins shall rise 
To fill me with dismay— 
That precious blood before His eyes 
Hath put them all away.

My soul draws near with trust secure, 
With boldness glad and free; 
What matters it that I am poor, 
For I am rich in Thee.

Forgotten every stain and spot, 
Their memory past and gone, 
For me, O God, Thou seest not, 
Thou lookest on Thy Son.

Is all a dream? Thou canst not lie, 
Thy Spirit and Thy blood 
Proclaim to sinners such as I  
The boundless love of  God.

They tell Thy love, so deep, so free, 
They tell the Father’s heart— 
Not what I am, or I must be, 
They tell me what Thou art.

Come, weary sinners, great and small, 
The open door stands wide, 
Thy blessed heart that welcomes all, 
O Lamb of  God, who died.

— GerHard TerSTeeGeN
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“Cowards never win heaven.  
Do not claim that you are  
begotten of God and have  

His royal blood running in your 
veins unless you can prove your 

lineage by this heroic spirit:  
to dare to be holy in spite  

of men and devils.”

—William Gurnall
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In Romans 8, the Apostle paul has been successively present-
ing and applying wonderful doctrines. We have been taught 
about all things working together for good to those who love 
God. This is followed by the precious doctrines of predesti-
nation, calling, justification, and glorification. scripture then 
breaks out by telling you and me, people of the Lord, that 
with God for us, nothing and no one can ever successfully be 
against us. But how can these precious and soul-comforting 
truths belong to us? The secret lies in our God not sparing 
his son and freely giving us all things (Rom. 8:32).

scripture says, “he spared not his own son.” What a 
beautiful portrait of God! This statement is an expression 
of God’s love for sinners. Love, salvation, and hope lie in 
God. how humbling and encouraging! God appears clothed 
in the character of love, displaying the acts of love in that 
he spared not his own son. Our redemption and salvation 
are sealed up in what God has done when he gave his own 
son as a ransom for our sin-ridden and sin-sick souls and 
lives. Is this not love?

In God sparing not his son, our God and Father did not 
relinquish the satisfaction of his justice, the holy demands 
of his law, nor the one and only sacrifice that secured our 
salvation. To spare you and me, dear believer, he spared not 
his own son, but delivered him up for us all.

God “delivered him up for us all.” This expression reveals 
the vastness of his love.

Who delivered up Jesus to die? Not Judas for money, 
pilate for fear, or the Jews for hatred, but our God and 
Father, for love! Acts 2:23 states, “him [Jesus] being deliv-
ered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God….” “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten son…” (John 3:16). And to what was our Jesus 
delivered up to by our Father? Was it not to poverty, lack, 
contempt, grief, sorrow, unparalleled suffering, and, worst 
of all, death? “It pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath 
put him [Jesus] to grief…” (Isa. 53:10).

Romans 8:32 says, “for us all.” This does not refer to 
all of humanity, but the elect and them alone. The context 
of Roman 8 bears this out. Christ’s death is sufficient to 
save the whole world but efficacious only for the elect. he 
was delivered up for the church, purchased with his own 
blood. he was delivered up for those whom he has loved 
with an everlasting love. he was delivered up for us who are 
inclined to interpret our aff lictions as signals of his wrath, 
and our sins as seals of condemnation, our poverty as marks 

of neglect, our season of darkness as a token of desertion, 
and our doubts and fears as evidences of a false hope and of 
self-deception. he was delivered up for you and me, dear 
people of God.

What reasons for humility and amazement! By our God 
and Father delivering up his son to all manner of suffering 
and to death, incomprehensible, innumerable, undeserved 
blessings are made ours without money and price. Romans 
8:32 continues by saying, “how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” The gift of God’s own son given 
so freely is the security and channel of mercy our sinful and 
miserable souls and lives need.

“God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). And so, “If 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life” (Rom. 5:10). scripture tells us in Romans 
8:32b that “all things” are given us “freely.” Our Father’s 
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness (2 pet. 1:3). Taking hold of this glorious truth by 
faith, we may appear in the presence of our heavenly Father 
and humbly request all that we need. Our gracious and loving 
Father has bound himself to withhold no good thing from us.

What do we need? Do we need the spirit to seal, sanc-
tify, and comfort? he will give him freely for the asking.

Do we need pardon? he will freely pardon all our sins 
for Christ’s sake.

Do we need grace? Our Father for Christ’s sake is the 
fountain of all grace to which we may come and drink freely, 
abundantly, and eternally.

Do we need comfort? Our God and Father for the sake 
of Christ is the “Consolation of Israel.”

Do we need temporal necessities? “But my God shall 
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus” (phil. 4:8).

Beloved child of God, let us with humility, gratitude, 
and joy press to our believing hearts this priceless treasure, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, given by our heavenly Father and 
planted within us by the precious spirit of Christ. Let no 
objection or obstacle keep us from coming boldly. Come 
without money and without price!

“he that spared not his own son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him [Christ] also freely 
give us all things?”

Rev. James Greendyk is a pastor in the heritage Reformed Congregations.

Meditation •Rev. James Greendyk

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,  
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? — romans 8:32



36 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth FEBRUARY 2013

Matt Smethurst, who serves as 
associate editor for The Gospel 
Coalition and lives in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, interviewed 
Dr. Joel Beeke and Dr. Mark 

Jones on their newly published A puritan Theology: Doctrine 
for Life. The three introductory paragraphs are also written 
by Smethurst.

In A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life, Joel Beeke and Mark 
Jones offer a substantial gift to the church. An “overview 
of puritan thought concerning scripture’s major doctrines, 
historically and systematically considered,” this ground-
breaking volume covers fifty areas of doctrine, highlights 
the work of numerous theologians, and concludes with eight 
chapters exploring puritan “theology in practice.” After all, 
the authors write, the “distinctive character of puritanism 
was its quest for a life reformed by the Word of God.”

Given that no previous work has ever woven the threads 
of puritan teaching into a unified tapestry of systematic 
theology, A Puritan Theology is a remarkable achievement.

I corresponded with Beeke and Jones about where the 
puritans are most and least helpful, where we might be more 
prudish than they were, whether they’re good preaching 
models, and more.

Where do the Puritans speak most helpfully to the con-
temporary church?
puritanism was first and foremost about the church. All of 
their efforts, whether in writing, preaching, or lecturing, 
aimed to reform the Church of England in a manner more 
consistent with God’s Word and Reformed principles of 
worship and piety.

here are a few areas where the puritans are very helpful 
to the contemporary church:

1. The Glory of God. The puritans had a robust doctrine of 
God. Many of the problems in today’s church stem from los-
ing sight of who God is. Both their writings and their prayers 
evince a view of God who brings to mind his majesty.

2. The Centrality of the Mediator. The puritans constantly 
pointed to Christ, not merely as an example or teacher but 
as priest and king. Man-centered preaching is so popular 
today. Even expository preaching can also go astray if it 
loses sight of Christ as the center of all biblical truth and 
Christian experience.

3. The Evil of Sin. The puritans ref lected deeply on the 
Bible’s witness to the horror of rebellion against a righ-
teous and loving God. sin rests lightly on the contemporary 
church. We need to hear the puritan call to humble our-
selves and repent of our sins.

4. The Obedience of Worship. The puritans understood 
that true worship is always an echo of the Word created in 
the heart by the spirit. The contemporary church has wan-
dered dangerously far into the territory of worship based on 
man’s will and ideas.

5. The Necessity of Personal Sacrifice. Many puritans made 
great sacrifices in order to worship according to their con-
science. Thomas Goodwin, for example, gave up fame—he 
was quickly advancing in theological circles—and moved 
to the Netherlands, where he ministered with other puritan 
divines in Arnhem.

Where do the Puritans speak least helpfully to the con-
temporary church?
1. Eschatology. In the area of eschatology the puritans, par-
ticularly the millennialists, seem to have gotten things very 
wrong. Their historicist interpretation of Revelation proved 
incorrect, at least in terms of specific timetables.

2. Apologetics. The puritans don’t contribute much to 
specific questions in contemporary apologetics. Certain con-
cerns that figure prominently in today’s debates weren’t con-
troversial issues in the time of the puritans, so they didn’t 
say much about them. The church didn’t face the challenges 
of Marxism, atheistic Darwinism, and liberal feminism, to 
name a few. Yet even in such areas the puritans’ expositions 
of biblical themes often have relevance.

3. Political Liberty and Equality. The concepts of liberty 
and equality now dear to us in the Western world hadn’t yet 
matured during the puritan era. Civil powers had estab-
lished the church for more than a thousand years. Full lib-
erty of conscience was untested, and the disestablishment 
of religion seemed foolhardy in the context of multiplying 
heresies and sects. sensitivity to racism and sexism sim-
ply didn’t exist in any developed form in the British and 
European mindset as it does today. We’d argue, however, 
that the seeds of truth that would blossom and bear fruit 
in contemporary freedoms are found in puritan theology.

We need to read the puritans realizing that, while the 
Reformation had transformed much of their thinking by 
the scriptures, in some ways they were more like medieval 
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Christians in their cultural viewpoint than modern Chris-
tians. Yet even here they are helpful, since they enable us to 
step outside our modern cultural box.

Puritans were known as prudes. But what do modern 
evangelicals seem to be prudish about that Puritans 
didn’t emphasize?
Ironically, the puritans are known as sexual prudes, but 
they were quite healthy—even enthusiastic—about sexual 
love. Books like Domestical Duties by William Gouge dem-
onstrate a very healthy view of sex between husband and 
wife. prior to the Reformation, England was steeped in 
medieval views of sex as a necessary evil. The Reformers’ 
return to the Bible moved the puritans to view sex and 
romantic friendship as important—delightful duties and 
not just means of procreation. They didn’t isolate sex from 
committed relationship the way many do today, nor turn 
sex into some kind of ultimate experience. But the puritans 
did teach men and women the God-ordained goodness 
of enjoying each other sexually in marriage. They also 
celebrated the blessings of food, drink, and enjoying the 
beauties of nature as gifts from God.

Puritans are commonly accused of proof-texting. are 
the Puritans a good model for expositional preaching?
When William perkins wrote his manual on preaching (The 
Art of Prophesying), he included instructions on careful exege-
sis of the text based on grammatical and contextual factors. 
The puritans were concerned to interpret and apply scrip-
ture rightly. however, the puritan preacher often started 
with a particular text, drew out a doctrine, then spent most 
of his time developing this doctrine from many scriptures 
and offering several applications. so their preaching tended 
to be more doctrinal and applicational than expositional. 
It all depends on whom you read, however. We doubt very 
much that one would come away thinking they were guilty 
of ripping texts out of context if one read carefully the ser-
mons of Thomas Manton, for example.

Typically, the proof-texting charge comes as a result of 
the “scripture proofs” found in the Westminster documents 
(WCF, WLC, WSC). But the divines had resisted giving 
proof-texts precisely because they believed their answers 
were based on the whole counsel of God. parliament had 
their way eventually, however, and the texts were inserted. 
Of course, one should also read the English Annotations 
(first ed., 1645) alongside the Westminster documents. The 
Annotations are made up of 2,400 folio pages of exegesis 
of the entire Bible. A cursory glance at documents such 
as these will reveal that the puritans were continuing in 
an exegetical tradition developed in the Reformation. Any 
critique that the puritans were slavish in their proof-texting 
will necessarily be a critique of Reformation and post-Ref-
ormation Reformed theology.

In addition, a careful reading of puritan texts shows they 
were highly sophisticated theologians. As protestant scho-
lastics, they were trained in several languages. They almost 
invariably read Latin in addition to English. proof-texting 
tends to ignore the context of a particular verse; however, 
as Goodwin put it, “context is half the interpretation.” They 
typically interacted not only with the Greek and hebrew 
scriptures, but also with the Aramaic Targums (“Chaldee 
paraphrasts”) and several other languages (e.g., Coptic).

What Puritan works have influenced you most and why?
Mark Jones: Three works have inf luenced me a lot. First, 
volume 4 in Thomas Goodwin’s Works, which includes “The 
heart of Christ in heaven Towards sinners on Earth,” 
hugely inf luenced how I understood the person of Christ. 
second, John Owen’s work on the holy spirit (vol. 3 in his 
Works) discusses the role of the spirit in relation to Christ. 
That is the finest work on Christology I’ve read. What 
Goodwin did for my heart, Owen did for my mind! Finally, 
stephen Charnock’s The Existence and Attributes of God gave 
me a far greater sense of God’s essential being than any 
other book I’ve read on the topic.

Joel Beeke: I grew up in a family where my father read 
John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress to us every sunday evening. 
In my teen years, I literally asked my dad hundreds of ques-
tions about the spirit’s saving work in relation to dozens 
of characters in this classic. When I was 17, I drank deeply 
from Thomas Goodwin’s Christ Our Mediator. I learned 
more about my savior from this book than any other I’ve 
ever read. More recently, Anthony Burgess’s Spiritual 
Refining, especially the first part on the doctrine of assur-
ance, has ministered to my mind and soul. I’m presently 
working on a popular paperback version of his section on 
assurance of faith.

For the person interested in dipping into Puritan books, 
where would be a good place to start?
some short, practical, and sweet puritan books have been 
put into contemporary English in the puritan Treasures for 
Today series, such as George swinnock, The Fading of the 
Flesh and the Flourishing of Faith, John Flavel’s Triumph-
ing over Sinful Fear, and William Greenhill ’s Stop Loving 
the World.

several other puritan works are available in the puritan 
paperback series. We’d especially commend Jeremiah Bur-
roughs’s The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment.

Finally, if one wants to get a puritan “body of divinity” 
(their term for systematic theology), a good place to start 
would be Thomas Watson’s A Body of Divinity.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of systematic Theology and  
homiletics at puritan Reformed Theological seminary, and a pastor of the 
heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Dr. Mark Jones is pastor of Faith presbyterian Church, Vancouver, British 
Columbia.
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Part One

The prophecy of Isaiah is thoroughly Messianic. he sets 
down with amazing detail the virgin birth of Immanuel, 
Messiah’s humble ministry, his vicarious death and resur-
rection, and his return and righteous rule. particularly in 
chapters 7–11, the prophet advances the revelation of God’s 
promise of the coming savior in three remarkable texts—a 
trilogy of Messianic prophecies that highlight the Mes-
siah’s miraculous birth, his royal character, and his work. 
Together they sum up the essence of the gospel, the good 
news, the great mystery of godliness: God was manifest in 
the f lesh in the person of Immanuel. 

The whole of chapter 11 is Messianic, beginning with his 
appearance (1–5), continuing with a description of the idyllic 
peace of the messianic age (6–9), and ending with a depiction 
of his saving work in terms of a second Exodus (11–16). In 
this final study of the trilogy, I want to give attention to the 
first section that declares the mystery of the incarnation, the 
endowments of the Messiah, and his engagements.

The incarnaTion of messiah
The text focuses on the humble origin and life of the Mes-
siah who appeared in the fullness of time when all seemed 
hopeless. Verse 1 uses the titles “rod” and “branch” to refer 
to Immanuel. Both of these words refer to a sucker or suck-
ling that springs up in unexpected places rather than to 
large boughs on strong trees. The suckling is extraneous 
growth that is usually regarded as worthless, something to 
be removed and discarded, or something that sprouts up 
from the stump of a tree that has been cut down. This gives 
a remarkable image of the Messiah’s humiliation and humble 
origins. That Isaiah associates the rod and branch with Jesse 
rather than David heightens the sense of hopelessness since 
it was with David that the covenant promise was associated. 
In chapter 7, Isaiah revealed that Immanuel would come to 
a kingless land. Indeed, when Christ came, it appeared that 
the house of David had fallen and become defunct. There 
was no appearance of royal life in David’s line and no heir 
to the throne apparent. But to the stump of David’s house 

a sprout appeared, giving evidence of life and the certainty 
of God’s unfailing promise of David’s royal seed. What an 
unpretentious and humble beginning for the King of kings! 

By giving evidence of latent life, the terms rod and 
branch express hope in God’s unfailing promise but also 
the amazing depths of Messiah’s humiliation. Interestingly, 
the term “Branch” that Isaiah uses here is not the same 
word that occurs elsewhere as a Messianic title (Isa. 4:2; 
Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Zech. 3:8; 6:12). The imagery is much the 
same, but Isaiah 11:1 uses a different word and is most likely 
the reference to which Matthew refers when he says Christ 
was called a “Nazarene” because he lived in Nazareth in 
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (2:23). since the city 
of Nazareth is not mentioned anywhere in the Old Testa-
ment, Matthew’s statement must be something other than a 
geographical reference. The hebrew word is netser and is an 
obvious sound play (or pun) on the Greek word Nazareth. 
Nazareth was a despised place; even Nathaniel was skepti-
cal that anything good could ever come from there (John 
1:46). so Matthew is saying that Christ’s living in Nazareth 
(a despised village) was a manifestation of Messiah’s being a 
“suckling” (a netser, that often-unwanted growth). he could 
have translated the hebrew word but chose to transliterate 
it because of its similar sound to Nazareth. The point, how-
ever, is clear: from heaven’s glory God sent his son to be 
born in a barn to a poor family of David’s line who lived in 
a most humble place. The path of that humiliation led from 
Bethlehem’s barn to insignificant Nazareth to shameful 
Calvary. There is little wonder why paul calls the Incarna-
tion the great mystery of godliness (1 Tim. 2:16). God was 
manifest in the lowly f lesh to obey humbly as a servant all 
the way to the death of the cross. 

The endoWmenTs of messiah
The term “messiah” means the anointed one. Verse 2 delin-
eates the spirit’s anointing of the God/Man, enabling and 
equipping him for the tremendous task he was commis-
sioned to accomplish. The “spirit of the Lord” that would 
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rest on him is a direct reference to the holy spirit, the 
spirit who is the Lord. Being empowered by the holy spirit 
was proof of Messiahship (Isa. 61:1–3). significantly, it 
was the descending and remaining of the holy spirit upon 
Jesus at his baptism that was the confirming evidence 
for John that Jesus was the Christ, the son of God (John 
1:33–34). This spiritual anointing is admittedly a mysteri-
ous truth. At the very least it highlights the cooperation of 
the Godhead in the work of salvation. The Father elected 
the Mediator; the son executed the mediation; the spirit 
empowered the Mediator.

Isaiah mentions six consequences of the spirit’s anoint-
ing. These six characteristics occur in three pairs and touch 
on the three spheres of Christ’s mediatorial authority as 
priest, King, and prophet. First, he has the power to be 
priest: “the spirit of wisdom and understanding.” Discern-
ment was a key function of the priestly office, whether in 
distinguishing between what was clean and unclean or 
determining God’s will through Urim and Thummim. 
Unlike any other, Jesus had the ability to appraise situa-
tions and with keen insight render the right decisions. he 
could infallibly distinguish between the true and the false, 
even to man’s very heart.

second, he has the power to be King: “the spirit of 
counsel and might.” “Counsel” refers to the ability to form 
wise plans, and “might” refers to the ability to execute those 
plans. Together they signify the exercise of his sovereignty 
and unfailing success in accomplishing his mission.

Third, he has the power to be a prophet: “the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.” so often, scrip-
ture links the knowledge of God with the fear of God. A 
prophet is God’s representative to man, and the prophet 
must, therefore, have an intimate knowledge of the One 
he represents. As the eternal son, Christ had an intimate 
and unique knowledge of God (Matt. 11:27). In the light 
of that intimate knowledge, Jesus lived in the fear of God, 
ever conscious of the One whom he obeyed (psa. 40:6–7) 
and from whom he received daily instruction, giving him 
the seasonable word for the needy (Isa. 50:4). All together, 
these spiritual endowments affected his intellectual, practi-
cal, and religious ministries. Christ was well equipped to be 
the only Mediator between God and men.

The enGaGemenTs of messiah
In verses 3–5, Isaiah sums up Christ’s work with three 
thoughts. First, He saves His people (v. 4a). The poor and 
meek are those who are helpless and weak, those who have 
been humbled and aff licted. In the ultimate and spiritual 
sense, these are those humbled by conviction before God and 
oppressed by the bondage of sin from which they cannot free 
themselves. But there is deliverance in Christ (Isa. 61:1–3); 
these are the very kind of people he came to seek and to 
save. second, He will destroy sinners (vv. 4b–5). Righteousness 
demands justice, and those who are not saved will be smitten 
with the rod of his mouth and slain by the breath of his lips. 
The same breath that creates life will blow sinners away like 
wind-driven chaff. Verse 5 employs the imagery of an ancient 
“belt wrestler” who was ready to face the contest and struggle. 
his belt held the weapons of righteousness and faithfulness 
that could not be snatched away by the opponent; victory was 
certain. The standard by which they were defeated was inflex-
ible and consistently executed. Third, He will judge infallibly  
(v. 3). he makes no mistakes on the Day of Judgment regarding 
either those who are saved or those who are to be destroyed; 
his knowledge of the human heart is profound. The imagery 
of verse 3 is suggestive. The literal translation is “his smell-
ing is by the fear of the Lord.” It is a picture of perception 
and discernment, similar to our own expression “something 
doesn’t smell right.” The standard by which he discerns is 
the fear of the Lord, which in the Old Testament often des-
ignates the essence of true religion and piety. he judges on 
the basis of a true relationship with God, something that is 
knowable only by seeing the heart. hence the judgment is not 
just by outward sight (appearance) or sound (profession). As 
the infallible Judge, he looks through every façade to the real 
condition of the heart. he knows what is in man (John 2:25).

so as Isaiah makes the last installment in the Immanuel 
trilogy, he makes it unmistakably clear that eternal destiny is 
linked to this God/Man. The Messiah is equipped to save; 
he is equipped to condemn. Thus it is imperative to follow 
the counsel of psalm 2:12 to “Kiss the son, lest he be angry, 
and ye perish from the way…. Blessed are all they that put 
their trust in him.”
Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament at 
puritan Reformed Theological seminary.
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The Raising of  
the Daughter of Jairus
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Last issue, we noted that the woman with the 
issue of blood and Jairus experienced the Lord’s 
miraculous ability around the same time. In fact, 
the two would be remembered in the Gospels 
together, side by side.

We don’t read what Jairus was thinking when 
Christ took time to heal the woman with the 
issue of blood. Any of us would certainly have 
been tempted to impatience. Indeed, this woman 

was in a bad way; however, to Jairus, his daughter’s condi-
tion would have seemed far more acute. however, Christ’s 
delay would benefit Jairus in the long-term. Christ would 
stretch his faith, teach him patience, and give him a greater 
answer to prayer than he initially had even hoped. Most 
importantly, he would leave Jairus with a greater under-
standing of himself.

The Trouble
Jairus held an important place in Israel. The Bible calls him 
a ruler of the synagogue, which was quite a position, even 
in a small town like Galilee. such a ruler would act the part 
of a chief elder, executing the policies of the synagogue. he 
also managed who would speak in his synagogue.

We don’t know what Jairus thought of Jesus before we 
come to this narrative. If he was like the other rulers of the 
synagogue, he may have had his doubts. he may have wor-
ried about what controversy Jesus would bring to town, if 
he ever came to his synagogue.

If this was true, everything changed one day when his 
only daughter, twelve years old, became sick. Apparently 
none of the local doctors were able to help. Maybe Jairus 
tried a few things, but matters only went from bad to worse. 
his daughter soon reached the point of death. so when 
Jairus heard that Jesus was coming to his area, he hurried 
out and came and “fell down at Jesus’ feet” (Luke 8:41).

Imagine Jarius prostrating himself before Christ. pour-
ing out his need before the Lord, he pleaded with him to 
come to his house and lay his hands on his daughter (Mark 
5:23) so that she might be healed. Notice how Jairus speci-
fied how Christ should answer his request. Nevertheless, 
Christ did not reprove him, but agreed to go along (Luke 
8:42). how willing Christ is to help those who have no 
other helper.

The TesT
The healing of the woman with the issue of blood was mar-
velous for her, but it was a nail-biting experience for Jairus. 
After all, every minute was important. All the anxiety, how-
ever, reached a pitch when, off in the distance, Jairus saw 
someone come running from his house. If Jairus couldn’t 
anticipate what the man would say, he quickly learned his 
worst fear: it was too late. It was of no use. he had tried 
and failed. his precious, only daughter was no longer alive. 
Anxiety could go, for grief had come.

What a temptation that would have been for Jairus to 
despair! The messenger only rubbed it in, when he said, 
probably meaning well: “Trouble not the Master” (Luke 
8:49). There are times in life when well-meaning coun-
selors give us advice, but not according to faith. And the 
Bible teaches us that whatever is not according to faith is 
sin (Rom. 14:23). Granted, we have no warrant to believe 
that God will raise our loved ones again before the general 
resurrection in the last day. still the question remains: does 
unbelief triumph over faith in our hearts when the stark 
reality of death invades our lives? Or do we listen to the 
voice of Christ, who said to Jairus: “Fear not: believe only” 
(Luke 8:50)? The Lord was propping up Jairus’s sinking 
faith. Christ saw inside of him, where something seemed 
to die along with his daughter, and the savior made sure 
it was not Jairus’s faith. With the power of his word, he 
resurrected the faith of Jairus long before he resurrected 
the daughter of Jairus.

The TriumphanT one
hearing the news of the girl’s death, Christ directed his 
steps towards the house of Jairus. Death had come there 
and seemed to have triumphed. The lamentation of the 
professional mourners confirmed it. Their laughter and 
scorn toward Christ reveal how pathetic they were (Luke 
8:51). To swing from loud mourning to scornful laughter 
seems almost devilish. At any rate, Christ permitted none 
of them to be present. Only six people would be in the girl’s 
room with Jesus: three of his disciples, Jairus and his wife, 
and the daughter.

To Christ, death is no more powerful than sleep. he 
explained it that way himself (Luke 8:52). What a comfort 
this is when we think of those who have “fallen asleep in 
Jesus,” as paul put it (1 Thess. 4:14). Christ simply needs 
to stir them, and death is shaken off like sleep. In Jairus’s 



house, that is exactly what happened. Jesus took the girl by 
the hand and said: “Maid, arise” (Luke 8:54). Mark records 
it like this: “Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Dam-
sel, I say unto thee, arise” (Mark 6:41).

Christ’s power triumphed over death, not just because 
he was the son of God, but because he was giving signs 
of what he would do in his death on the cross. There he 
would “destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage” (heb 2:14–15). 

This little twelve-year-old girl was a wondrous sign to 
behold. Like a living parable of Christ’s coming victory, 
she went about her life as evidence that Christ “hears the 
needy when they cry, he saves their souls when death draws 
nigh” (psalm 68, rhymed). As a sign that everything had 
been restored to normal, he instructed her parents to give 
her something to eat (Luke 9:55). Death could not hold 
her when the Triumphant One took her by the hand and 
awakened her. 

All of God’s children have this same comfort as they face 
death. Death is the last enemy, but it is not the final Victor; 
that title belongs only to Christ. One day, returning on the 
clouds, his almighty Word will open the graves of all his 
sleeping children, and through resurrection power he will 
raise them to life forevermore. 

QuesTions

1. The man from Jairus’s house told him not to trouble 
Christ. From this miracle, what can you find that 
actually troubles Christ and what does not? 

2. Why do you think Christ refused to do the miracle in 
front of the mocking crowd? Wouldn’t this be such 
evidence so as to put their unbelief to shame?

3. Christ willed that only seven people witness this 
miracle; yet we are witnesses in the sense that we are 
able to read its testimony. In what sense is the truth 
of it still hidden from those who do not believe, but 
revealed to those who do believe?

4. how was the miracle that Christ did in Jairus’s heart 
even more important than what he did to Jairus’s 
daughter?

5. Christ did not limit his miracles to adults; the text 
mentions explicitly that she was only twelve years 
old. Imagine yourself talking to a group of twelve-
year-olds. What could you tell them about what 
Christ says to them through this story?
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Just as he called the world into being by the power of his 
Word (ps. 33:6–9; heb. 11:3), so God brings his church 
into being by the power of the gospel call (2 Thess. 2:13–
14; 1 pet. 2:9–10). That calling summons us into union 
with Christ by faith, as one people under the triune God 
(Eph. 4:4–6). The church is defined by our calling into 
fellowship with Christ and with one another, as paul 
reminds the Corinthians: “Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints…. God is faithful, by whom ye were 
called unto the fellowship of his son Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:2a, 9). 

Communion with God in Christ is the heart of expe-
riential Christianity. This is the fullness of the church’s 
joy, to have fellowship with one another, and with the 
Father and the son (1 John 1:3–4). Because we are united 
to Christ as members of his body, the church (Eph. 1:22, 
23), the spirit of Christ who dwells in Christ as the head 
dwells in us as his members, that is, in all who belong 
to him (Rom. 8:9). 

The indwelling spirit is the essence of our commu-
nion with the Father and the son (2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 
2:18). Calvin said, “The holy spirit is the bond by which 
Christ effectually unites us to himself ” (Institutes, 3.1.1). 
As husband and wife are “one f lesh,” we are “one spirit” 
with the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 6:16, 17). Imagine how close 
you would be to a friend if your very soul could dwell in 
him. such is Christ’s intimacy with each of his members 
through the indwelling holy spirit. This same spirit 
baptizes us into the one body of Christ, uniting us in 
faith, life, worship, and service (1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Belgic 
Confession, Art. 27).

Therefore it should come as no surprise that the sacra-
ments of the church confirm and manifest our union with 
Christ and with each other. Galatians 3:26–28 says, “For 
ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For 

as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Galatians 3:26 clearly says we are saved by faith, not 
by any works, whether moral works like keeping the Ten 
Commandments or ceremonial works like being circum-
cised, baptized, or partaking of the Lord’s supper (cf. 
Gal. 2:16; 5:2). Yet verse 27 says that those who have been 
baptized “have put on Christ,” and therefore are “one in 
Christ.” how is this to be understood? They are to look 
to their baptism not as a cause but as a sign of their union 
with Christ by faith, and in him, with each other. In his 
1545 Catechism Calvin sets forth this definition: “What 
is a sacrament? An outward attestation of the grace of 
God which, by a visible sign, represents spiritual things 
to imprint the promises of God more firmly in our hearts, 
and to make us more sure of them” (Q. 310; see also 
Institutes, 4.14.1).

If the sacrament of baptism itself united us to Christ 
and saved us, it would be inconceivable for paul to write 
that “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 1:17). Why preach the gospel if the 
desired results (cleansing from sin, quickening to eternal 
life) could be obtained simply by administering baptism 
to all and sundry? Because the gospel, not baptism, is 
“the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). Calvin 
said, “We are not to be taken up with the earthly sign 
so as to seek our salvation in it, nor are we to imagine 
that it has a peculiar power enclosed within it. On the 
contrary, we are to employ the sign as a help, to lead us 
directly to the Lord Jesus, that we may find in him our 
salvation and all our well-being” (Catechism, Q. 318).

Thus paul warns us in 1 Corinthians 10:1–4 that 
we can receive the sacraments but still be unbelieving 
and unconverted, and ultimately be rejected by God: 
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“Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be igno-
rant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and 
all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the 
same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual 
drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them: and that Rock was Christ. But with many of them 
God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in 
the wilderness.” Notice how he alludes to the New Cov-
enant sacraments by speaking of being baptized, eating, 
and drinking. sacraments do not save and cannot save.

Does this mean that baptism and the Lord’s supper 
are only ceremonies of remembrance? By no means! The 
apostles often exhort believers to look back on their bap-
tism as a sign of their union with him who died and rose 
again (Rom. 6:3–4; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 5:25–26; Col. 2:12;  
1 pet. 3:21–22). The bread which we break, and the cup 
we bless, are the communion of the body and blood of 
Christ (1 Cor. 10:16). Used in faith, they are a means 
of drawing near to Christ, to access the benefits of his 
atoning work, applying it to ourselves and finding grace 
to live for God (Rom. 6:1–14).

The sacraments are a means by which Christ, through 
his spirit’s work, offers himself to us to be received by 
faith. That is why paul spoke of receiving “spiritual” food 
and drink from Christ (1 Cor. 10:3–4), and of being bap-
tized by the spirit and being made to drink of the spirit  
(1 Cor. 12:13), and being filled with the spirit (Eph. 5:18). 

Calvin therefore wrote, “If the spirit be lacking, the 
sacraments can accomplish nothing” (Institutes, 4.14.9). 
“The spirit in very truth is the only One who can touch 
and move our hearts, enlighten our minds, and assure 
our consciences; so that all this ought to be judged as 
his own work, that praise may be ascribed to him alone. 
Nevertheless, the Lord himself makes use of the sacra-
ments as inferior instruments as it seems good to him, 
without in any way detracting from the power of his 
spirit” (Catechism, Q. 312).

When the church assembles in Christ’s name and 
celebrates the holy supper in remembrance of him, we 
have real communion or spiritual fellowship with Christ. 
Notice the repetition of the word “communion” (koinonia, 
“fellowship, partaking or sharing in common”) in various 
forms in 1 Corinthians 10:16–20: “The cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the commu-
nion of the body of Christ? For we being many are one 
bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one 
bread. Behold Israel after the f lesh: are not they which eat 
of the sacrifices partakers [koinōnoi] of the altar? What 
say I then? That the idol is any thing, or that which is 
offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing? But I say, that 

the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should 
have fellowship [koinōnous, be partakers] with devils.”

What did paul mean by saying that partaking of the 
bread and the cup is the “communion” of the body and 
blood of Christ? In part, he meant that we are thereby 
joined together as “one body” (v. 17). We have fellowship 
one with another. But there is more. Calvin said, “But 
whence, I [ask] you, comes that koinōnia (communion) 
between us, but from this, that we are united to Christ?” 
(Commentaries, 1 Cor. 10:16).  

paul uses the same language of koinōnia with respect 
to Old Testament worshipers eating the sacrifices: they 
had communion in the altar. They shared a meal with 
the holy God on the basis of blood sacrifice and through 
a consecrated priesthood. In the church today we share a 
covenantal meal with the Lord, feasting in his presence 
upon blood-bought grace.

paul also used the same language of pagan worshipers: 
they have communion with demons. They worship in the 
presence of unclean spirits. paul is saying that worship-
ers actually connect with the fallen beings they worship. 
If we participate with demons, it is a form of spiritual 
adultery which provokes God’s jealousy (v. 22). Obviously 
this “communion” is a spiritual reality of great signifi-
cance. paul sets this pagan worship in direct contrast to 
the Lord’s supper, obviously wanting us to see them as 
parallels (v. 21).

Thus we see what paul means by “the communion of 
the blood of Christ” and “the communion of the body 
of Christ.” We renounce the powers of satan and have 
spiritual fellowship with Christ himself, crucified for us, 
and now risen and exalted as our heavenly head and high 
priest. We feast on the benefits of his atoning death and 
the power of his endless life. Calvin said that the supper 
is “a spiritual banquet, wherein Christ attests himself to be 
the life-giving bread, upon which our souls feed unto true 
and blessed immortality [John 6:51]” (Institutes, 4.17.1).

Let us therefore value the sacraments as “the pre-
cious ordinances of God,” to be used by faith in Christ, 
as Calvin said. If we use them as “hypocrites, in whom 
the mere symbol awakens pride,” then our confidence is 
foolishly misplaced and the physical symbols are empty 
and worthless. But if we receive them as those who are 
joined to Christ by a true faith, then we see “the prom-
ises which they exhibit of the grace of the holy spirit” 
(Commentaries, Gal. 3:27), and by faith Christ will dwell 
increasingly in our hearts (Eph. 3:16–17).

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of systematic Theology and  
homiletics at puritan Reformed Theological seminary, and a pastor of the 
heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
This article is adapted from TableTalk 37, 2 (Feb. 2012): 18–21.
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Most great pirate stories have one thing in common. At 
some point someone slides out their spyglass and focuses in 
on an unsuspecting person. his every movement can be seen 
in the black-bordered circular frame.

Figuratively speaking, the scriptures are a spyglass 
for the Christian. paul even says, “Brethren, be followers 
together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have 
us for an ensample” (phil. 3:17). The Greek word for “mark 
them” is the basis for our English word, “scope.”

At the end of Acts 18 (vv. 24–28), Luke helps us set our 
scope on an Alexandrian Jew named Apollos. Apollos is 
presented as a “philippians 3:17 man”; a man who walked 
according to the example of the first apostles. In Apollos 
we see a model of a healthy Christian.

As with most such models, the Bible is intentionally 
reserved biographically. After all, the point of Apollos’ life was 
not to draw attention to himself but to Christ (1 Cor. 11:1).

We do know that Apollos was a Jewish believer from 
Alexandria, Egypt. At some point Apollos ministered in 
Ephesus where he was corrected by Aquila and priscilla. 
Then, before paul reached Ephesus, Apollos felt called to 
minister in Corinth, located across the Aegean sea. Apollos 
built upon paul’s Corinthian ministry, watering the seed 
paul planted (1 Cor. 3:6). he became a prominent preacher 
in Corinth to the point that he unintentionally developed 
a carnally loyal following (1 Cor. 3:4). he apparently also 
spent some time ministering with Titus on the Island of 
Crete (Titus 3:13).

so, what does Apollos teach us about a well-lived Chris-
tian life?

Believers Take Training Seriously
“This man was instructed in the way of the Lord” (Acts 
18:25). To use a form of the Greek word for “instructed,” 
Apollos was catechized. Catechesis is systematic instruc-
tion by way of question and answer. This method, with the 
twelve articles of the Apostles’ Creed forming the outline, 
was used by the early church to prepare converts to undergo 

the rite of baptism. Throughout the church’s history believ-
ers and their children have been catechized in the basic 
truths of Christianity.

In addition to his religious education, we could assume 
that Apollos also took his secular training seriously. his 
hometown, Alexandria, was second to none in the area of 
education.

Of all the people that the Lord has used greatly in scrip-
ture very few failed to learn this proverb early in life: “how 
much better is it to get wisdom than gold!” (prov. 16:16).

Believers Use Gifts for God’s Glory
In Apollos’s case, he was an eloquent man (v. 24). No doubt 
Apollos was trained in the science and art of elocution. 
perhaps before his conversion Apollos was a lawyer. But 
undoubtedly when Apollos became converted he believed it 
only natural that he should use his mouth for God. Apollos 
knew that his ability to speak was a gift from God to be 
used for his glory.

You might not be eloquent. But you might be compas-
sionate. You might be cheerful. You might have musical 
abilities. Your talents are a sacred trust from God to be used 
for the advancement of his name (Matt. 25:14–30).

Believers Study the Scriptures
Apollos was “mighty in the scriptures” (v. 24). The picture 
this phrase kindles in our minds is one of a man wielding a 
sword with strength and skill (cf. Eph. 6:17).

Are you mighty in the scriptures? Do you know the story 
of redemption? Do you understand the place that each book 
has in the Bible? Are you committing scripture to mem-
ory? There is no way to become mighty in the scriptures 
other than through discipline. No Olympic gold-medalist 
or national spelling bee champion becomes mighty in their 
field without diligence. Aspiring bee-winners spend years of 
their lives meticulously studying the dictionary and word lists. 
That might sound obsessive but they have a drive to know the 
words. so did Apollos. Do we?
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Believers Treat God’s Word carefully
Apollos “taught diligently [or accurately] the things of the 
Lord” (v. 25). Apollos didn’t know everything. “he knew 
only the baptism of John” (v. 25). The sense we get is that 
Apollos taught diligently what he knew, and no more.

We have a tendency to exaggerate our knowledge. The 
next time you are about to wax theological ask yourself, 
“Would I be willing to publish what I’m about to say? Would 
it hold up under public scrutiny?”

What one says with some degree of secret uncertainty, 
others may receive as gospel fact. Much damage is done by 
sloppy theologizing. The good news is, we don’t have to be 
expert theologians. We simply have to be faithful with what 
we know and press on toward greater knowledge.

Believers Are courageous
Apollos spoke boldly in the synagogues (v. 26). he “mightily 
convinced the Jews publicly…” (v. 28). Apollos was not only 
eloquent but fervent (v. 25). Apollos took seriously Joshua’s 
charge to God’s people: “Be bold and very courageous!” 
(Josh. 1:7).

Ironically sometimes a bold example like Apollos’s can 
actually be discouraging when we face just how fearful we 
sometimes are. To not lose hope we need to understand that 
courage is relative. You may never be an Apollos or a paul 
or a Joshua. But ask yourself, “What would be courageous 
for me? how could I be more bold for Jesus?”

some of us excuse our timidity on the basis of ignorance 
or inexperience: “I don’t know Christianity inside and out 
so how could I be bold for the gospel?” Keep in mind that 
Apollos had an accurate though limited understanding of 
Christ. It is probable that you know more about Jesus than 
Apollos did! Timid Christians should memorize hebrews 
10:39: “But we are not of them who draw back unto perdi-
tion; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.”

Believers Are Teachable
Apollos’s understanding of Jesus was far from perfect. he 
only knew the baptism of John which looked with antici-
pation to Christ but didn’t look back on the fulfillment of 
Christ’s accomplished redemptive work. Remarkably, Apol-
los was happy to be corrected if it meant being brought into 
closer harmony with the truth (v. 26). What humility! The 
well-educated Alexandrian man was corrected by ordinary 
artisans, one of whom was a woman (a fact which might 
have made him uncomfortable).

so few of us are genuinely correctable. Most parents 
would agree that good children are correctable. But how 
easily we forget Jesus’ words: “Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matt. 18:3).

part of the reason for Apollos’s receptivity to correc-
tion lay in the wisdom of Aquila and priscilla. “They took 
him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God 
more perfectly” (v. 26b). private correction is almost always 
preferable to public rebuke. Employers, teachers, husbands, 
wives, and parents should take note: There are few things 
more demoralizing than public humiliation.

Believers Are Guided by the Spirit
When Luke says that Apollos was “fervent in the spirit” 
(v. 25) more than anything he is probably highlighting the 
holy spirit’s guidance in his life (cf. Rom. 12:11). Apol-
los’s bold obedience and scriptural convictions were spirit-
driven. Those who have been baptized into Christ through 
repentance and faith have the holy spirit within them. Far 
from teaching that believers need a secondary encounter 
with the spirit after conversion, this text shows that those 
who have Christ also have his spirit.

Believers Know christ
Being a disciple is not first and foremost about doing things 
for God but about knowing Christ. Apollos could say with 
paul, “That I may know him, and the power of his resur-
rection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death” (phil. 3:10). Apollos publicly 
showed from the “scriptures that Jesus was Christ” (v. 28) 
because he loved Jesus and knew the love of Jesus.

Each of us is a reporter. Loudly or quietly we talk about 
what we know and care about. It’s no accident that Apollos 
talked about Jesus.
 
Believers Are part of God’s plan
Above all, we see in Apollos the sovereign grace of God at 
work. Apollos is just one thread in the grand tapestry of 
the redemptive work God is weaving. so are you. In a man-
ner of speaking, Apollos is just a blip on the Bible’s radar 
screen. But as part of God’s grand plan his life is infused 
with eternal meaning.

If you look around very carefully you’ll notice hundreds 
of spyglasses zeroed in on you. That’s a little scary. But isn’t 
the prospect of being seen as a work of God’s grace also 
exciting?

Rev. William Boekestein (M.Div., puritan Reformed Theological seminary) is 
pastor of Covenant Reformed Church in Carbondale, pennsylvania, and author of 
several books for children.
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Life Everlasting: The Unfolding Story of Heaven
Dan C. Barber and Robert A. Peterson
Many misconceptions and misguided searches concerning 
heaven prevail today. This book offers a scriptural and bibli-
cal-theological framework for understanding heaven, aiming 
to form Christians more into the image of Christ, to assure 
them of their place in heaven, and to show them how a proper 
understanding of heaven can change their everyday lives.

(p&R, pB, 238 pgs) $17.99 | $12.80

The Thunder: A Novel on John Knox — Douglas Bond
This biographical novel looks at the adventurous and har-
rowing life story of John Knox, the thundering scot. Told 
through the eyes of a young student resolved to protect that 
giant of the faith, this story discovers a timid man trans-
formed by gospel grace and power into one of the most 
influential figures in scottish history.

(p&R, pB, 395 pgs) $14.99 | $9.80

What to Look for in a Pastor — Brian Biedebach
so how does a church find the right man for its pulpit? 
This book is designed to assist pastoral search committees 
by discussing six fundamental areas—the man’s preaching, 
his duties in addition to preaching, his practical theology 
compared with his written theology, his character, his theol-
ogy, and how churches can find such a man.

(Day One, pB, 200 pgs) $16.00 | $12.00

Ernest Kevan: Leader in Twentieth Century  
British Evangelicalism — Paul E. Brown
This biography serves as a worthy memorial to a leader whose 
enthusiasm for puritan and Reformed theology molded the 
thinking of many young pastors in postwar Britain. First as 
a pastor who entered the ministry with no formal training, 
then as principal of London Bible College, Kevan contrib-
uted enormously to the life and thought of English-speaking 
evangelicalism in the mid-twentieth century.

(Banner, pB, 294 pgs) $14.00 | $10.70

You, Your Family and the Internet — David Clark
Today some two billion people around the world use the 
Internet. Almost 80% of North Americans are connected 
to the web. But even as we use it, few of us understand the 
dizzying array of its applications and implications. David 
Clark guides us through the complexities of the Internet 
with simple, clear explanations. Even better, he unveils the 
spiritual implications of the Internet, both positive and 

negative. pastors, parents, and teachers will greatly appreciate this book, 
as will the everyday Christian who is struggling to keep up with the ever-
expanding universe of cyberspace, desiring to use it to God’s glory and the 
welfare of our families and Christ’s church.

(Day One, pB, 108 pgs) $11.00 | $5.50

Conduct Gospel-Centered Funerals
Brian Croft & Phil A. Newton
As this book demonstrates, Brian Croft always writes about 
practical matters spiritually, and spiritual matters practically. 
Not everything in this book will fit every pastoral situation 
or cultural context, but all pastors will find much-needed 
guidance on what to say and do as they tread carefully and 
prayerfully through the minefield of bereavement, mourning, 
and funeral arrangements.

(Day One, pB, 106 pgs) $10.00 | $7.50
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Encouragement for Today’s Pastors:  
Help from the Puritans
Joel R. Beeke and Terry D. Slachter
The scriptures advise us to learn from 
examples of faithful ministers (heb. 
13:7). The puritans of seventeenth-
century Britain are a body of such 
ministers whose teaching and liv-
ing can be particularly encouraging 
to troubled and discouraged pastors 

today. They were steadfast in adhering to scripture as 
the Word of God, in confessing the great truths of the 
Reformed faith, and in applying sound doctrine to the 
problems of life in an age and culture much like our own. In 
Encouragement for Today’s Pastors, Joel R. Beeke and Terry 
D. slachter examine these pastors of a bygone era to see 
where they can be a help to struggling pastors today. here 
pastors will find a helping hand, reminding them of the 
importance of cultivating personal piety, resting in God’s 
sovereignty, recovering clarity in their calling, discovering 
means of support God has placed around them, recog-
nizing the dignity of their office, and taking comfort in  
grace and glory to come. (224 pages, pB) $16.00 | $12.00

Unity and Continuity in  
Covenantal Thought
Andrew A. Woolsey
Over the years, some scholars have 
argued for competing streams of 
covenantal thought within the 
Reformed tradition. For instance, 
some have pitted Calvin against the 
Calvinists, some have tried to detect 
unilateral and bilateral approaches to 

the covenant, and still others have set federalism against 
predestinarianism. In this landmark survey of covenant 
theology, Andrew A. Woolsey assesses the Reformed 
tradition and finds that the development of diverse for-
mulas actually maintained substantial agreement on the 
basic contours of covenantal thought. 

Unity and Continuity in Covenantal Thought examines 
the historiographical problems related to the interpreta-
tion of the Westminster standards, delving into the issue 
of covenantal thought in the Westminster standards, 
followed by an exhaustive analysis of nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century scholarship on covenant. After sur-
veying patristic and medieval backgrounds, Woolsey’s 
study looks in detail at a representative list of writers who 
contributed to the early development of federal thought 
(Luther, Oecolampadius, Zwingli, Bullinger, Calvin, and 
Beza). The final part of his study explores the early ortho-
dox approach to covenant and the rise of emphasis on the 
covenants of works and grace in the thought of heidel-
berg theologians (Ursinus and Olevianus), the English 
puritans (Cartwright, Fenner, and perkins), and scottish 
divines (Knox, Rollock, and howie). here is a substantial 
contribution to the study of Reformed thought on cov-
enant from its Reformation origins to the more detailed 
formulations of the early to mid-seventeenth century.

(672 pages, pB) $30.00 | $23.00
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A Glorious MessAGe |
The Apostle Paul was always pre-occupied with the sacred commission given to him by his exalted Lord. Wherever he went, he 
was conscious of his calling and availed himself of every God-given opportunity to preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We have a wonderful illustration of this in this chapter. While Paul is in Athens waiting for Silas and Timothy to join him, 
he is troubled by the fact that this city is “wholly given to idolatry.” This provokes him to action, and he begins, as he always 
did, to visit the Jewish synagogue and dispute with the Jews who are there. However, not only did he seek to persuade the 
Jews that Jesus is the Christ, but he also daily engaged the intellectuals of Athens, prompting these philosophers to invite him 
to give a further account of his “new doctrine” on the Areopagus.

Paul uses this God-given opportunity to speak to the Athenians about their unknown God, doing so in the words of our 
text: “Him I declare unto you.” How beautifully this simple statement sets forth the essential message of the church of Jesus 
Christ! We must bear witness to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ—the God who in the person of His well-
beloved Son is the Redeemer of fallen sons and daughters of Adam. 

It is evident from John 1:18 that this was, and is, the essential mission of Christ Himself: “The only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” In other words, the Father sent His Son into the world in order that we 
might thus be (re)acquainted with Him as a God of infinite love—the God who so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son as a sacrifice for sin so that in Christ we might be reconciled with Him. 

Christ continues this mission today by means of His servants who are called to bear witness to Him. Only when Christ is 
preached and when He is unveiled in all the glory and beauty of His Person will sinners become acquainted with His Father. 
It is when we behold Christ that we see the Father (John 14:7, 9), and it is thus in Him that the Father is declared to us.

When Paul therefore says, “Him we declare unto you,” it inevitably means that Christ must be preached. It is Jesus Christ 
who is the Living Word of the Father (John 1:1–2), the brightness of His Father’s glory, the express image of the Father’s Per-
son (Heb. 1:3), and the One in whom are hid all the treasures of His Father’s knowledge and wisdom (Col. 2:3). Him therefore 
we must declare to the very ends of the world in order that men, by the irresistible work of God’s Spirit, may come to a sav-
ing knowledge of the unknown God—the blessed Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom to know is life eternal (John 17:3).

That must be our message. That message alone is truly God-honoring and will be used by the Spirit of God to lead sin-
ners to repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21). May Christ continue to equip us to bring that 
message with fervency and zeal wherever He directs us—and may our seminary continue to train men whose passion and 
burden it is to declare Him. — Rev. BARTeL eLSHOuT
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Dr. Michael Barrett
ItInerary:
February 10: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Heritage Reformed Church 

(afternoon)
March 3: vineland, Ontario: Free Reformed church
March 17: Burgessville, Ontario: Heritage Reformed Church
March 31–April 7: Chilliwack, BC: Heritage Reformed Church
April 3: Cloverdale, British Columbia: Free Presbyterian Church
May 13–17: Malvern, Pennsylvania: Week of Prayer and Presbytery FPCNA
May 20–24: Greenville, South Carolina: Geneva Reformed Seminary

Projects In Progress:
ATS self-study project; KJv Study Bible project

Dr. Joel Beeke
ItInerary:
February 3: Hull, Iowa: Heritage Reformed Church
February 10: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Maplelawn Baptist Church (a.m.)
February 21–23: Orlando, Florida: Ligonier Conference
February 25–28: Seoul, Korea: “Puritan Worship” at Conference
March 2: Hudsonville, Michigan: Forest Grove Reformed Church 

Conference
March 10: Greenville, South Carolina: Faith Free Presbyterian Church
March 12–14: Greenville, South Carolina: Greenville Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary Conference
March 15–16: Byron Center, Michigan: Philadelphia Conference of 

Reformed Theology
March 22–24: Indianapolis, Indiana: Reformation Indy Conference
April 14: Chilliwack, British Columbia: Heritage Reformed Church
April 19–21: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Philadelphia Conference of 

Reformed Theology 

recent PUBLIcatIons:
Encouragement for Today’s Pastors: Help from the Puritans, with Terry 

Slachter (RHB)
editor of Godefridus udemans, The Practice of Faith, Hope, and Love (RHB)

FortHcoMIng PUBLIcatIons:
Prepared by Grace, for Grace: the Puritans on God’s Ordinary Way of Leading 

Sinners to Christ, with Paul Smalley (RHB)
Kids Ask Tough Questions and the Bible Has Answers (Christian Focus)
editor with Scott Brown of William Gouge, Building a Godly Home: 

Volume 1, A Holy Vision for Family Life (RHB)

rev. Mark kelDerMan
ItInerary:
February 10: Burgessville, Ontario: Heritage Reformed Church 
February 17: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Heritage Reformed Church 

(afternoon and evening)
February 24: Chilliwack, British Columbia: Heritage Reformed Church
March 3: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Free Reformed Church
March 10: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Heritage Reformed Church  

(morning and afternoon)
March 13: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Prayer Day—Free Reformed 

Church (p.m.)
March 17: Bradenton, Florida: Heritage Reformed Church
March 24: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Heritage Reformed Church (p.m.)
April 5: Mt. elgin, Ontario: Youth Gathering
April 7: Burgessville, Ontario:  Heritage Reformed Church
April 9–12: Heritage Reformed Church Synod meetings
April 14: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Heritage Reformed Church (p.m.)
April 28: Grand Rapids, Michigan: Free Reformed Church/Heritage 

Reformed Church

Dr. DaviD Murray
ItInerary:
February 15–16: Hudsonville, Michigan: “Christians get depressed too” 

Conference 
February 21–23: Orlando, Florida: Ligonier National Conference 
March 22–24: Cambridge, Ontario: Cambridge Reformed Bible Conference

Dr. WilliaM vanDooDeWaarD
ItInerary:
March 12–14: Greenville, South Carolina: Greenville Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary Conference
April 24–26: Chatham, Ontario: Canada Presbytery (ARP) 

WrItIng Projects:
The Quest for the Historical Adam (RHB)
“The Marrow Controversy” in Diversity and Controversy in the Reformed 

World of the Eighteenth Century (vandenhoeck & Ruprecht)
1 & 2 Peter, Welwyn Commentary (evangelical Press)
“The Church of Scotland” in A Jonathan Edwards Encyclopedia  

(Yale university Press)

FaculTy ITIneRaRIeS & PublIcaTIonS

Some might take for granted the fact that worshipping God is part of a seminary com-
munity’s curriculum. History has shown, however, that this is an activity which needs 
to be closely guarded and purposely practiced.

PRTS is a place of prayer. The entire staff of both the seminary and Reformation 
Heritage Books meets every morning for prayer. every class is opened with the reading 
of Holy Scripture and faculty-led prayer. each class is closed with student-led prayer.

every Wednesday the on-campus students meet for a half hour of prayer before 
chapel. Prayer time involves sharing prayer requests and then several students take a 
turn to lift up their voices to the Lord. As we listen and pray together, our hearts are 
stirred with the fervency and privilege of hearing these voices from around the globe 
addressing our faithful God. Prayers are expressed for God’s glory; for loved ones; for 
the faculty; for the students, denominations, and seminary volunteers; and the churches 
under persecution. Often the brothers praying have intimate involvement with the sit-
uations and concerns expressed from the church around the world.

WoRShIP aT PRTS



Have you taken the time to secure your estate Planning 
documents? If not, you should. See the list of documents 
to the right.

According to the National Association of unclaimed 
Property Administrators (NAuPA) there is $41.7 billion 
in unclaimed property. Just what is “unclaimed property?” 
According to the NAuPA, it is wealth sitting in banks and 
other financial institutions that have had no account activ-
ity by the owner for a minimum of one year.

Loved ones are often left trying to sort through the de-
ceased’s old financial records, insurance policies, and other 
important documents, all of which could have easily been 
collected and secured in one spot prior to his or her death.

Once you have gathered all of your important estate 
Planning documents, you will want to store them in a fire 
and water proof safe, in a safety deposit box, or with an 
attorney. If you plan to keep them yourself, be sure to in-
form a couple of family members of their whereabouts.

If you have not already created an estate Plan, do so 
soon. As a member of Barnabas Foundation, one of the 
benefits PRTS is able to pass on to our supporters is free 
access to their professional estate planners. For more than 
35 years, Barnabas Foundation has been advancing God’s 
kingdom by providing quality Planned Giving and es-
tate Planning services, which enable caring Christians to 
strengthen support for the ministries of nearly 200 mem-
ber organizations, of which PRTS is one.

For more information contact Chris Hanna at 616-977-
0599, ext. 138. You may also contact Barnabas Foundation 
directly at 1-888-448-3040. Ask for Steven Baker or Amy 
Bakker Baty.

the essentials
•	 Will
•	 Letter	of	Instruction
•	 Trust	Documents
•	 Financial	Power	of	Attorney	(POA)

Marriage anD Divorce
•	 Marriage	License
•	 Divorce	Papers
•	 Military	Documents	(DD214)

health-care confiDential
•	 Personal	and	Family	Medical	History
•	 Durable	Health-Care	Power	of	Attorney
•	 Authorization	to	Release	Health-Care	

Information
•	 Living	Will
•	 Do-Not-Resuscitate	Order

Proof of oWnershiP
•	 Housing,	Land,	and	Cemetery	Deeds
•	 Escrow	Mortgage	Accounts
•	 Proof	of	Loans	Made	and	Debts	Owed
•	 Vehicle	Titles
•	 Stock	Certificates,	Savings	Bonds,	and	Brokerage	

Accounts
•	 Partnership	and	Corporate	Operating	Agreements
•	 Tax	Returns

life insurance anD retireMent
•	 Life-Insurance	Policies
•	 Individual	Retirement	Accounts
•	 401(k)	Accounts
•	 Pension	Documents
•	 Annuity	Contracts

Bank accounts/social MeDia
•	 List	of	Bank	Accounts
•	 List	of	all	User	Names	and	Passwords
•	 List	of	Safe-Deposit	Boxes

KeePIng Them SaFe:
Estate Planning Documents

Faculty and staff can frequently be seen praying with an individual student or visitor to the seminary. Prayers precede 
and conclude every meeting involving staff and faculty. The need for prayer is experienced throughout the week. How we 
need the promises of Romans 8:26–27!

PRTS has been blessed to host chapel speakers from area churches as well as our faculty. Chapel services resemble 
worship services in the Reformed tradition: we sing a Psalm, read the Scriptures, open with prayer, hear a message from 
Scripture, and close with prayer. We hear the Word from all full-time faculty as well as ministers who are invited to speak 
to the students. Most of the messages are spoken with a specific focus to the seminary community, but the general listener 
would be edified as well. Recorded messages can be accessed from our website: http://puritanseminary.org, or from Sermon 
Audio: http://www.sermonaudio.com/source_detail.asp?sourceid=prts, which lists recorded chapels. 

May God bless our worship of His great and glorious Name as we seek to study and serve Him together at PRTS. We 
covet your prayers too, dear reader. God has spoken through His servant James, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” The needs of our seminary are many, but the most essential need is that the Lord would keep us faithful 
to His Holy Word. We confess with David from 2 Samuel 22:31, “As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: 
he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.”

HeNK KLeYN



— 4 —

Dr. Joel R. Beeke, President & Professor 
  of Systematic Theology and Homiletics
  jrbeeke@puritanseminary.org

Dr. Michael Barrett, Academic Dean
   and Professor of Old Testament
  michael.barrett@puritanseminary.org

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes, Professor of
  Old and New Testament
  jerry.bilkes@puritanseminary.org

Dr. David P. Murray, Professor of 
  Old Testament and Practical Theology
  davidprts@gmail.com

Dr. William vanDoodewaard,   
  Associate Professor of Church History
  william.vandoodewaard@ 
  puritanseminary.org

Rev. Mark Kelderman, Dean of Students
  and Spiritual Formation
  makelderman@puritanseminary.org

Henk Kleyn, Executive Director of Operations
  henk.kleyn@puritanseminary.org

Jonathon Beeke, Admissions Director  
  and Registrar
  jonathon.beeke@puritanseminary.org

Chris engelsma, Distance Learning Director
  chris.engelsma@puritanseminary.org

Chris Hanna, Development & Marketing
  chris.hanna@puritanseminary.org

Laura Mustafa, Librarian
  laura.mustafa@puritanseminary.org

Dr. Fred Sweet, Theological Librarian
  fred.sweet@puritanseminary.org

Ann Dykema, Faculty Administrative Assistant
  ann.dykema@puritanseminary.org

Kim Dykema, Library Assistant
  kim.dykema@puritanseminary.org

Puritan reforMeD theological seMinary

FInancIal RePoRT
For period 8/1/12–12/31/12

       year to Date    annual  Percent of
  Income      actual    budget    Variance  annual budget
   HRC/FRC
    Church Support $  133,308 354,868 (221,560) 38%
   Other Donations 399,064 843,502  (444,438) 47%
   Tuition 102,821 240,000 (137,179) 43%
   Scholarships 98,440 235,000 (136,560) 42%
   Other Income     103,380        136,000       (32,620)  76%
  Total Income $  837,013 $ 1,809,370  $ (972,357) 46%

  expenses
   Instruction $  294,177 655,850  (361,673) 45%
   Scholarships 120,385  235,000 (114,615) 51%
   Administrative     453,148        918,520     (465,372)  49%
  Total expenses $  867,711  $ 1,809,370  $ (941,659)  48%

  net Income $ (30,698)  ) 

yeS, I WoulD lIKe To DonaTe!
q I would like to financially support PRTS by giving $      , designated for:
     q Building expansion Fund  q Pressing Operational Needs  q Scholarship Fund
     q PRTS Foundation  q Puritan Resource Center
q I would like to enroll in the monthly giving program and give $      per month.
q I am enclosing $20 for a 2013 subscription to Puritan Reformed Journal.
q Send me a copy of Encouragement for Today’s Pastors: Help from the Puritans by Joel R. Beeke  
     and Terry Slachter.

PaymenT meThoD
q Check/cash enclosed  q Charge my credit/debit card:  
     Card type (circle one):  visa  Mastercard  Discover  American express
     Card #       
     exp. Date     /     Security Code    

q Send me a free copy of A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life (for donations of $100 or more).
     Send me a copy of the  q PRTS promotional DvD  q PRTS 2012–2014 catalog

Name                    
Address                   
City/State/Zip                   
Phone      e-mail                

Donations in the US need to be sent to:
   Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
   2965 Leonard Street, Ne
   Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Canadian Donors please write your checks to:
   Burgessville Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation 
   Attention: PRTS
   685 Main Street, P.O. Box 105, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1CO
       For Credit Card donations to PRTS, please log on to  
       www.CanadaHelps.org

International Bank transfer information:
	•	Beneficiary Bank: Mercantile Bank of Michigan •	Beneficiary’s Bank Swift: MeMIuS33
	•	Beneficiary’s Bank Fedwire ABA: 072413829 •	Mercantile Bank: 100061175
	•	Beneficiary Customer: Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

Please include this form with your check.

Thank you for supporting 
PRTS. We closed 2012 debt 
free. However, we still need 
to raise $500,000 for the 
building expansion project 
and $250,000 for the opera-
tion fund. Please prayerfully 
consider making a dona-
tion to either one or both of 
these needs today.

Warmly,

Chris Hanna

PuritAn reforMed theoloGicAl seMinAry
2965 leonard street ne, Grand rapids, Mi 49525
Tel: 616-977-0599  •  Fax: 616-855-5740    

E-mail: info@puritanseminary.org  •  Web: www.puritanseminary.org
Seminary EIN: 20-2394341  •  Foundation EIN: 20-2394946



Jay T. Collier & Joel r. Beeke

A Mom after God’s Own Heart — Elizabeth George
Wondering how to get refreshed and recharged amid 
countless demands of motherhood? Time alone with 
God is the answer, which this devotional seeks to 
complement by helping mothers focus their pri-
orities, simplify life, find wisdom for parenting, get 
inspiration for fueling faith in children, and provide 
strength, rest, and peace in God’s promises.

(harvest house, hB, 281 pgs) $10.00 | $7.50

The Story of a Girl Named Hope
Nadzieja Jadwiga McMillan
Originally published as three books in the 1990s, 
this one-volume autobiography is the Russian-born 
author’s account of her time in a polish orphanage, 
her crossing to America, her leaving behind friends 
who eventually faced hitler’s oppression, and much 
more—a story of what it can look like to put your 
faith and hope in the living and true God.

(Crown & Covenant, pB, 413 pgs) $12.00 | $11.00

Love Your Enemies: Jesus’ Love Command  
in the Synoptic Gospels and the Early  
Christian Paraenesis — John Piper
Giving attention to various critical theories of Jesus’ 
revolutionary love command, piper presents evidence 
that the early church earnestly advocated for non-retal-
iatory love, extending it to those who practiced evil in 
the world. such love was key to the church’s own ethi-
cal tradition or paraenesis. This edition of the author’s 

doctoral dissertation is repackaged and includes a new introduction.
(Crossway, pB, 273 pgs) $25.00 | $18.00

All Things New: Devotions for Seniors
Frances Blok Popovich
This year worth of topical devotions covers subjects 
such as “how to pray,” “God Will Never Forsake Us,” 
and “The Only savior,” each closing with a psalter 
selection or sacred poetry by writers such as Charles 
Wesley, Augustus Toplady, horatius Bonar, Frances 
havergal, Fanny Crosby, William Cowper, and many, 

many others. A helpful index of seasonal devotions is included.
(pB, 365 pgs) $7.50

The Shorter Catechism Activity Book
Marianne Ross
This book works through all 107 questions of the 
shorter Catechism using puzzle formats familiar to 
children, such as word searches, crossword puzzles, 
and codes. Not only will children enjoy completing 
these worksheets, they will learn foundational truths 
for life about God, sin, Christ, the Ten Command-

ments, baptism, and the Lord’s supper.
(Christian Focus, pB, 127 pgs) $15.00 | $11.50

No Ordinary Marriage: Together for God’s Glory
Tim Savage
A great social tragedy of our day is the underperfor-
mance of marriage—marriages that end in divorce or 
those that limp along, painfully strained and emotion-
ally scarred. This book seeks to help couples realize 
the unlimited potential of marriage—to discover how 

the glory of God can infuse our relationships, increase our joy, and 
make us bright lights in a troubled world.

(Crossway, pB, 183 pgs) $14.99 | $10.80

Christ Is Best — Richard Sibbes
skilled in awakening and invigorating faith, love, 
and joy in Christ, puritan preacher Richard sibbes 
opens paul’s words in philippians 1:23–24 to show 
that we only begin to desire Christ above all else 
when we sense how much he loves sinners, how 
much he has suffered for their forgiveness, and how 
unfathomably kind and merciful he is and has been.

(Banner, pB, 80 pgs) $6.00 | $4.75

Sermons of the Great Ejection
Multiple Puritan authors
This new edition not only commemorates the 350th 
anniversary of this noteworthy historical event—“the 
Farewell sunday” in August 1662, when two thou-
sand ministers left the national church for conscience’s 
sake—but it also offers a real insight into the theology, 
godliness, and preaching of the puritans as well as a 

relevant message for the compromise that may attend unity in our day.
(Banner, pB, 294 pgs) $10.00 | $7.50
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Luke 15:11–32
sadly, I can write 
about the prodi-
gal son from per-
sonal experience. 
happily, I can 
write about the 
prodigal son from 
personal experi-
ence. Come with 
me inside the 
head and heart of 

this young man and hear his thoughts and words at various 
stages of his recklessness and repentance.

“I’m fed up” (v. 12)
Dad’s a good guy, a wise guy, and, thankfully, a forgiving guy. 
he’s gracious and generous to everyone in our family, especially 
to me and even to his servants. I should have no complaints—
and I don’t, apart from the fact that life here is so boring. My 
friends come back from their city jobs with such amazing 
experiences and exciting stories to tell. I’ve got nothing on that. 
Life here is so predictable, so routine, so ordinary, so boring.

But that’s all going to change, and today’s the day. I’m 
going to ask Dad for an advance on my inheritance, and then 
I’ll be off to a bigger and better life. he’ll probably say no, 
but I’ve got a few levers to pull.

“I’m free” (v. 13)
I can’t believe it! I’m on the road. Free at last! No more sun-
day worship, no more family devotions, no more “home by 
midnight,” no more Dad watching over my shoulder, no more 
boredom. I’m free to choose my friends, free to choose my 
own girlfriends, free to try whatever I want, free to be me, 
free to be whoever I want to be.

It was a bit painful to see my dad’s face when I told him. 
But the money is mine, after all; I’m just getting it a few 
years early. It’s not as if I’m going to spend it all at once. I’m 
not that stupid. I’ll invest some and save some, but I’m also 
definitely going to enjoy spending some.

sure, the last couple of days were a bit of a nightmare, with 
Mom and Dad moping around all day and talking long into 
the night. But my brother was happy enough to see me gone. 
“Mr. perfectly proud” has never made a wrong step in his life.

Watch out world, here I come!

“I’m famished” (vv. 13–14, 16)
I’m sure I had more money in that bag. Where did it go? I 
couldn’t have spent it already, could I? I wish I hadn’t loaned 
out my savings to Joe; I haven’t seen him since. Come to 

think of it, I haven’t seen anyone since I started having to 
cut back last week.

I was kind of hoping to get an invite to a party this week-
end and get some good food and drink inside me—the cost 
of food is soaring in this famine. But so far there is nothing 
in the mail. I am so hungry. how can I get something to eat?

“I’m filthy” (vv. 15–16)
I can’t believe this…I just can’t believe it! From the beautiful 
people to pigs! From parties to a pigsty! I never thought pig 
slop could look so tasty. some friends they were—wouldn’t 
even help me through my little downturn. Another bright-
eyed newbie is in town and enjoying all their attention. Just 
think of all that I gave and shared. And what do I get back? 
A big fat zero. And mud. And manure. It’s just disgusting! 
These guys disgust me. In fact, I disgust myself. My “friends” 
make me sick. The pigs make me sick. I make myself sick. 
But what else can I do?

“I’m foolish” (v. 17)
What are you doing? Look at yourself! Look at what you’ve 
given up. And look at what you “gained.” I’ve been such a fool! 
I’ve spent all my money: I’ve wasted it, thrown it all away. And 
for what? What do I have to show for it? Absolutely nothing.

Come on, man. Think! Even Dad’s servants have a bet-
ter life than this. They’ve got plenty of food, and I’m simply 
starving. Maybe I should…no, I couldn’t. I couldn’t.

“I’m finished” (v. 18)
Okay, I’m done. I can’t take any more of this. I’ve got to risk 
it and go home to Dad. The thought of my brother’s smirk is 
agony, but I’ve got a chance with my father, especially if I ask 
his forgiveness and beg for mercy. Even if he takes me on as a 
servant, that would be more than I could hope for. Maybe he 
can even help me spiritually, because I’ve sinned against God 
as well. In fact, I’ve sinned against him above all.

I have no idea what lies ahead, but I’m finished with this 
so-called “life.” Whatever the future holds back home, it’s got 
to be better than this, even if I could be a servant. perhaps 
Dad will give me a place with the hired help.

“I’m forgiven” (vv. 20–24)
Who’s that on the hill? Looks like Dad. Must have lost a 
sheep. Oh, now he’s running in this direction. I wonder if he 
saw me? Wait, I think I hear him yelling, “My son, my son, 
my son! Welcome home, my son, my son!” Can it be?

“Dad, please. please, Dad! Dad, can you hold off on the 
kisses? Dad, Dad, please don’t call me your son! I don’t deserve 
that. I am so, so sorry. I’ve sinned against God and I’ve sinned 

48 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth FEBRUARY 2013

The Prodigal Son
PracTIcaL chrISTIanITy | Dr. DavID Murray



against you. Listen, I know I don’t deserve even this, but if I 
could even be one of your servants, that would be huge.”

“servant? Never, never, never! You’re my son. Always and 
ever my son.”

“No, Dad, it’s not right.”
“If you want merciless justice, you’ve come to the wrong 

place, my son. You were lost and dead. You are found and 
alive. You most certainly are and always shall be my son.”

“Get the best cloak, best ring, and best meat for my son. 
Fix it—fast! We’re going to celebrate and have a good time. 
My son, my son, my son!”

Observations
If you’re fed up, tired of your parents’ strictures, and just wait-
ing for the first opportunity to go to the far country, I beg 
you to reconsider your plans. Most prodigals don’t come back. 
some find success and don’t come back. Many find death and 
can’t come back. Your restlessness is rebellion against love. 
Don’t minimize it by renaming it “sowing your wild oats,” 
“my time in the world,” or “trying it out.” It’s sin, and it’s sin 
against love.

If you’re now living “free,” you’re probably not reading 
this; but you might be. how free are you really? Free enough 
to walk away from your habits and lifestyle right now if you 
wanted? You’re not, are you? What you call freedom is made 
up of multiple invisible chains, all the more deadly because 
they are rarely seen or felt.

If you’re famished, you know it’s because the more you’ve 
consumed, the hungrier you’ve become; the more you’ve drunk, 
the thirstier you’ve become; the more pleasure you’ve sought, 

the sadder you’ve become. Guilt has hollowed out and dried 
up your soul. Now nothing satisfies. Feel it. sense it. Admit it.

Look at the filthy mess you’re in. sin sickens you, doesn’t 
it? It didn’t once. It used to taste so sweet and satisfying, for 
a moment or two at least. Now it disgusts you and makes 
you sick. The good news is that such sickness is a sign of 
returning health.

If you’re seeing how foolish you are, that’s a good sign, 
too. It actually means that you are coming to your senses, 
and that’s the first step of coming to Christ. You are seeing 
the insanity of sin. Now and then you think, “I must be going 
crazy.” But these are the most sensible thoughts you’ve had in a 
long time. seeing your foolishness is the first sign of wisdom.

You’re finished with sin, aren’t you? You’re finished with 
yourself even. You’ve had enough. You’ve drawn a line in the 
sand and said, “I’m going no further. I’m done with my sin, 
and I’m going to retrace my steps to see if I can find a way 
back to the Father.”

The good news is that you’re already on the way back. 
To finish with sin is to start with salvation. To repent is to 
believe, and to believe is to repent.

Forgiveness awaits. Beg for it and be assured that you will 
receive it. You think you’re heading home to your Father, 
but your Father has already left home to find you. Look, 
he’s running, he’s coming, he’s hugging, he’s kissing, he’s 
calling, he’s rejoicing, he’s celebrating. There’s nothing he 
enjoys more than forgiving. Why not enjoy it, too, through 
his perfect son, Jesus Christ?
Dr. David P. Murray is professor of Old Testament and practical Theology at 
puritan Reformed Theological seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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God’s Law Questions answered | James w. Beeke

The heart of God’s law is love. God wrote his Ten Commandments on two tables of stone. The first table (commandments 
1–4) requires love to God, and the second table love to others (commandments 5–10).

Jesus explained this truth clearly in Matthew 22:34–46. some of the pharisees wanted to trap Jesus. The most respected rabbis 
in Jesus’ day, teachers of the law, disagreed on which of the Ten Commandments was the greatest. The pharisees wanted to divide 
the people in their support for Jesus. If he agreed with one rabbi, then those who followed another would be upset and depart 
from him. Jesus, however, answered the question by stating the heart of God’s law: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matt. 22:37–40).

Is the heart of God’s law the heart of your life? Above everything else, do you want to live a life of love to God and others? 
If so, this is evidence that God has graciously worked salvation in you. since our fall in sin, we love ourselves. We love that 
which serves and pleases ourselves, but we do not want to serve God or deny ourselves to serve others.

saving grace works love to God and our neighbors in our thoughts, words, and actions, but no person, not even the holi-
est saint, can keep God’s law perfectly. We all sin and come short of his perfect standard. Thanks be to God that he sent 
his son, the Lord Jesus Christ! Jesus paid the debt for our sins and shortcomings and he also perfectly kept God’s law. his 
perfect righteousness is granted to all those who repent and believe on him. What a wonderful truth! 

Do you live for yourself or do you fight against this focus in your life? A true Christian struggles against putting himself first. He wants 
to live out of love to God and others and to fight against self-centeredness. Is this your prayer? Why can this be a real struggle?

>> What is the real meaning of God’s law? Suggested reading: Matthew 22:34–46



The Further Reformation is commonly divided into three peri-
ods: the early, middle, and later stages of this movement. Each of 
these stages is identified with the names of its leading spokesmen, 
whose names are becoming familiar again due to their writings 
being translated by the Dutch Translation Society and published 
by Reformation Heritage Books.

Early Period Spokesmen for Reform
Jean Taffin (1529–1602)
Among the first preachers to promote godliness in the 
Dutch Reformed state Church was Jean Taffin. Born at 
Doornik in present-day Belgium, he pastored Reformed 
churches at Antwerp, Metz, and heidelberg. After that he 
was appointed chaplain to William of Orange and in 1590 
he served a French congregation in Amsterdam until his 
death in 1602. Against a background charged with polem-
ics during the rise of the Arminian controversy he put the 
emphasis in his preaching upon the experience of the grace 
of God and the practice of piety as evidence of that grace. 

In his first book, The Marks of the Children of God, and of 
their Comforts in Affliction, Taffin distinguishes between out-
ward and inward marks, the former consisting of “a willingness 
to hear the Word of God purely preached and to receive the 
sacraments purely administered.” Among the inward marks is 
“the testimony of the holy spirit in our hearts, the peace and 
quietness of our consciences before God, and feeling ourselves 
justified by faith.” Although for Taffin the main source of 
assurance of salvation seems to be founded upon the experi-
ence of what he calls “holy affections and desires,” F. Ernest 
stoeffler points out that in all his writings the truth of God’s 
Word was his objective frame of reference by which he sought 
to support every statement made. he accepted the Reformed 
confessions without reservation, yet while he saw the necessity 
of theological formulas, he disagreed with many of his col-
leagues in that he viewed such formulas as secondary to the 
evidences of the Christian faith in the believer’s experience.1

Willem Teellinck (1579–1629)
Often considered to be the Father of the Further Reformation, 
Teellinck was born in 1579 in Zierikzee in the province of 
Zeeland. Although his own preference was to study theology, 
family pressures compelled him to study law. During several 
visits to England he came in contact with puritan preachers 
and was greatly impressed with their piety and learning. Upon 
his return to the Netherlands he decided to study theology 

with a view to entering the ministry. In 1606 he graduated from 
Leiden University and accepted a call to haamstede where he 
laboured six years, after which he moved to the congregation 
of Middelburg, which he served till his death in 1629.

Teellinck proved to be a very effective preacher and pastor 
with an unusual burden for souls. stoeff ler writes: “Carry-
ing ‘a hurt in his soul’ and a ‘constant pain in his heart’ as a 
result of the general spiritual laxity and shallowness which 
prevailed in the Church, he concentrated his prodigious 
energies and great gifts upon bringing about a true reforma-
tion within the sphere of his inf luence.”2 his models, both 
for preaching and pastoral work, were the English puritan 
divines. Yet his greatest contribution to the Further Refor-
mation came from his writings consisting of no fewer than 
127 manuscripts, most of them dealing with devotional top-
ics. Unlike many of his colleagues, he repeatedly stressed that 
soundness of doctrine needs to be accompanied by the power 
of godliness expressed in truly Christian conduct. stoeff ler 
sums up Teellinck’s ministry this way: “his basic endeavour 
was to call individuals to repentance, to build them up in 
the faith and to move the church toward reformation of life 
rather than merely a reformation in doctrine and polity.”3

Middle Period Spokesmen for Reform
William Ames (1576–1633)
If Teellinck was the “Father” of Reformed pietism, Ames 
was its first systematic “theologian.” his Medulla Sacrae 
Theologiae provided the theological foundation for the 
Reformed pietistic movement and became a standard work 
for generations of seminary students, not only in the Neth-
erlands, but also in Great Britain and New England.

William Ames was born in Norfolk, England and stud-
ied at Christ’s College, Cambridge, under William perkins. 
In 1610 he was forced to f lee to the Netherlands where he 
became involved in the Arminian controversy. In 1622 he 
became professor of theology at Franeker where he stayed 
for ten years, earning a reputation as a great divine.

A strong opponent of scholasticism, Ames believed 
that theology is the doctrine of living unto God. Rejecting 
the customary distinction between theory and practice, he 
stressed the practical uses of theology. he also emphasized 
the importance of scripture as the theologian’s main text-
book, and warned against metaphysical speculation. “Ames,” 
says Keith sprunger, “called theology away from questions 
and controversies, obscure, confused, and not very essential, 

The Dutch Further 
Reformation (2)
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and introduced it to life and practice, so that students would 
begin to think seriously of conscience and its concerns.”4 
Ames found the Dutch too intellectual and not sufficiently 
experimental and therefore promoted puritan piety in an 
effort to turn Dutchmen into puritans.5

Jodocus van Lodensteyn (1620–1677)
Yet another well-known Further Reformation leader was 
Jodocus van Lodensteyn. Born in Delft as the son of the 
local mayor, he studied theology in Utrecht under Voetius 
and at Franeker under Cocceius. In 1644 he became minister 
of the Reformed church at Zoetermeer, where he labored for 
six years. From there he went to sluys and finally to Utrecht, 
the “Jerusalem” of the Reformed churches at that time.

Lodensteyn was a powerful preacher. A lifelong bach-
elor, he gave himself wholly to his work from early morning 
until late at night. Lodensteyn was passionately devoted to 
the Reformed Church but deeply disturbed by its superfi-
ciality and worldliness. Consequently, most of his sermons 
centred on calling both saints and sinners to repentance. 
Like Teellinck, he believed that piety should also be pro-
moted through the printed word; so he wrote many pam-
phlets of an edifying nature to build up the faith of God’s 
people. In addition to preaching on the Lord’s Days, he also 
conducted conventicles (gezelschappen) for mature Christians 
and students. Although his main concern was the spiritual 
wellbeing of Christ’s church as a whole, he was keenly aware 
that true piety is by its very nature experienced and mani-
fested by individuals. That is why the focus of his preaching 
and pastoral work was always on conversion and its mani-
festation in godly living. Lodensteyn’s ideal was to see the 
church filled with truly converted people. But as stoeff ler 
astutely observes, “he pursued an impossible goal in so far 
as it was his attempt to shape the life of a territorial church 
(volkskerk) according to the pattern of a gathered church.”6

Gijsbertus Voetius (1589–1676)
perhaps the greatest and most inf luential theologian of the 
Further Reformation in the Netherlands was Gijsbertus 
Voetius. he was born in Utrecht and studied theology at 
Leiden, where he met his lifelong friend, Willem Teellinck. 
Ordained in 1611, he became involved in the Arminian 
controversy, siding with the ‘Contra Remonstrants.’ In 1636 
he was appointed to the chair of theology at the University 
of Utrecht. Voetius was an ardent disciple of Teellinck and 
Ames and became in a way the synthesis of the former’s deep 
piety and the latter’s great learning.

While he always stressed the necessity of combining 
learning and piety, a comparison between his theological 
output with that of Ames will show that Voetius’s approach 
is more theoretical, scholastic, and appealing to reason, while 
Ames’s theology is much more practical, aiming at the heart, 
avoiding scholastic methods and directly rooted in scripture.

Voetius is known for his strong opposition to the growing 
rationalism of his day. he engaged in vigorous debates with 

Descartes, the leading philosopher at that time. significant 
in Voetius’s apologetic approach is that while he quotes many 
scripture passages, he frequently appeals to the recta ratio or 
the right use of reason. In other words, he met his opponent on 
his, i.e., Descartes’s, own terms. While his efforts did succeed 
in slowing down the speed at which new ideas were infiltrat-
ing the universities and hence the churches, the down side was 
that by appealing to reason he and others using this approach 
were forced to yield more and more territory to reason.

Herman Witsius (1636–1708)
Another prominent theologian of the Further Reformation 
was herman Witsius. he studied theology under Voetius 
and was ordained to the ministry in 1657. he soon distin-
guished himself by speaking out against ecclesiastical and 
social abuses. One of his first works, “The Controversy of 
the Lord with his Vineyard,” reveals him as a true and able 
representative of the Further Reformation. In 1675 he was 
appointed professor at Franeker. Two years later, he pub-
lished his Economy of the Covenants between God and Man, 
which established his reputation as an able theologian.

In 1680 he accepted a professorship at Utrecht, where 
he taught for eighteen years with great distinction. Great 
scholar as he was, his method was less scholastic than that 
of Voetius, and all his writings breathe a warm and irenic 
spirit. Not surprisingly, it was Witsius who was asked to 
mediate between the warring factions of the Voetians and 
Cocceians. he also made several visits to England, where he 
met many leading puritan divines with whose writings he 
was so impressed that he had many of them translated into 
Dutch. The English, in turn, held Witsius in high esteem 
and they asked him to write a treatise on the Antinomian 
controversy then raging in Great Britain.

Wilhelmus à Brakel (1635–1711)
Widely considered to be the most popular representative of 
the Further Reformation toward the end of the seventeenth 
century, Brakel was born in the parsonage of Theodore à 
Brakel, also a preacher of note, belonging to the same move-
ment. Brakel studied in Franeker and Utrecht, where he sat 
at the feet of Voetius. A very popular preacher, his sermons 
were characterized by directness and simplicity. his advice 
to students and colleagues was that a minister must make 
use of his learning by hiding it in the pulpit. 

Brakel wrote many polemical and devotional pamphlets, 
but his main accomplishment was the publication of his 
Redelijke Godsdienst. With this dogmatic treatise Brakel 
“supplied Reformed pietism with a theological text book 
which, unlike the Marrow of William Ames, came out of a 
tradition wholly native to the Netherlands.”7 First published 
in 1700, the book ran through twenty editions during the 
next hundred years and has been reprinted several times, 
even up to the present day and has recently been translated 
into English as The Christian’s Reasonable Service (4 vols.). 
The secret of the book’s success is its carefully balanced 
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approach between the objective and subjective elements of 
the Christian religion, while breathing much practical sense 
and evangelical piety.

Jacobus Koelman (1631–1695)
The last representative of the middle period of the Further 
Reformation who needs to be mentioned is Jacobus Koel-
man. If Brakel was the most loved and popular divine of 
the reform movement during that era, Koelman is widely 
considered to have been one of the most zealous and con-
troversial of his fellow reformers.

Born in 1631, Jacobus Koelman was educated at the 
University of Utrecht where he obtained his ph.D. at the 
age of twenty-four. At the same institution he studied the-
ology under Voetius. In 1662 he became minister of the 
Reformed Church in sluis, then part of Flemish Flanders. 
From the start, he opposed government interference into the 
affairs of the church, especially the long-standing practice 
of magistrates reserving the right to approve or disapprove 
the calling of ministers by the congregation. This and other 
instances of government interference in church affairs so 
troubled Koelman that he devoted a major part of his min-
istry to defending the absolute kingship of Christ over his 
Church.8 This put him on a long collision course with the 
magistrates and eventually resulted in his suspension and 
ejection from the pulpit. however, Koelman’s zeal at times 
also caused friction with his friends in the ministry. his 
opposition to Christian feast days, for instance, and his 
abhorrence of prescribed written prayers and liturgical forms 
alienated him from many who shared his basic convictions.

however, despite his character faults, his preaching min-
istry was richly blessed by the Lord, resulting in many conver-
sions. his spiritual legacy is impressive. By the time he died 
in 1695 at the age of sixty-three, he had written forty-four 
books and translated twenty-three volumes of English and 
scottish divines. some of his writings were theological and 
philosophical; others more practical, for instance, his treatise 
on parenting, The Duties of Parents, and a manual for office 
bearers, “The Office and Duty of Elders and Deacons.”9

Representative Spokesmen from the Later Period
Alexander Comrie (1706–1774)
Comrie represents the Further Reformation in its later stages. 
Born in perth, scotland, he went to Rotterdam in 1727, 
studied theology in Groningen and Leiden, took his doctor’s 
degree in philosophy in 1734 and entered the ministry in 
Woubrugge (south holland) in 1735, where he remained until 
his death thirty-nine years later. Considered to be one of the 
last defenders of orthodox Reformed theology, Comrie vigor-
ously opposed the ideas of Rationalism and Toleration that 
were penetrating also the Reformed churches. In a series of 
tracts under the title, “Examination of the Concept of Tolera-
tion,” he warned against a departure from the Three Forms of 
Unity of the Reformed Churches. The government put a stop 
to these publications in 1761 and liberalism was allowed to 

spread and eventually prevail. Discouraged and disillusioned 
by these setbacks, Comrie decided to concentrate on teaching 
his people from the pulpit as well as by the printed page.

his main contribution to the development of doctrine 
concerns the origin of faith and justification by faith. React-
ing to the popular Arminian notion that the will of man 
precedes the will of God in accepting Christ, Comrie distin-
guished between the faculty and the act of faith. According 
to him, Answer 20 of the Heidelberg Catechism speaks of the 
faculty of faith (being ingrafted into Christ) while Answer 
21 speaks of the act of faith (having sure knowledge and firm 
confidence). In his view the latter, the knowledge and confi-
dence of faith, are implicitly included in the faculty of faith.10

Theodorus van der Groe (1705–1784)
The last Further Reformation divine worth mentioning is 
Theodorus van der Groe. Like Comrie, he represents the final 
stage of the movement that began with Taffin and Teellinck. 
he was born in 1705 in Zwammerdam, south holland, in 
the parsonage of the Reformed Church where his father was 
a minister. In 1724 he entered Leiden University, from which 
institution he graduated five years later. That same year he was 
ordained to the ministry in Rijnsaterswoude, south holland.

Van der Groe began his ministry while still unconverted. 
Through the witness of a God-fearing woman from a neigh-
boring village, he came to know the Lord in a saving way.

Like all Further Reformation divines, Van der Groe also 
became embroiled in the ecclesiastical issues and controver-
sies of the day. One issue that was being discussed in the 
churches at the time had to do with the question to whom 
the promises of the gospel should be addressed, to all sinners 
or only to the elect? Van der Groe is ambiguous here. On the 
one hand he wants to include all who hear or read the Word 
among the objects of the gospel offer, but on the other hand 
he restricts the invitation to receive Christ and his saving 
benefits to those who already possess the biblical marks of 
grace. he draws a distinction between a general presentation 
of the gospel to all, but that the offer comes only to the elect. 
In other words, his was a conditional rather than a free and 
well-meant gospel offer.11 This issue was to surface again 
and again during the years following the secession of 1834, 
causing heated discussions and further secessions.

1. F. Ernest stoeffler, The Rise of Evangelical Pietism, 122–24.
2. Ibid., 129.
3. Ibid.
4. Keith sprunger, The Learned Doctor William Ames, 78.
5. Ibid.
6. Ibid.
7. stoeffler, ibid., 153.
8. W. van’t spijker, “Jacobus Koelman” in De Nadere Reformatie (’s-Gravenhage: 

Uitgeverij Boekencentrum, 1986), 127.
9. Ibid., 774.
10. C. Graafland, “Alexander Comrie” in De Nadere Reformatie, 337–38.
11. Teunis Brienen, “Theodorus Van der Groe” in De Nadere Reformatie, 355.

Rev. Cornelis Pronk is an emeritus minister of the Free Reformed churches. 
This article is reprinted from The Messenger.
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Is God  
Listening?

Ever since most of you can remember, you have been 
instructed to seek the Lord and to pray for a new heart. I 
hope you do this. You cannot enter heaven unless you have 
been born again (John 3). Maybe you have questions about 
all of this. While you must ask the holy spirit to shed light 
on God’s Word, you should also ask your parents and teach-
ers to help you understand what the Lord demands of you. 

One of the questions you might have is, “What is a new 
heart?” Very simply, a new heart is a new way of thinking 
that will change the way you live. Everyone is born with 
a sinful nature, which means that we all love sin and hate 
God. Unless the holy spirit renews our hearts, we cannot 
enter heaven. That is why your parents and teachers urge 
you to ask the Lord for a new heart.

Think of it in terms of a word picture: the heart is where 
your loves and hates come from. What you love and what 
you hate dictate how you act. When we ask God for a new 
heart, we are not asking him to remove our physical heart 
that pumps blood through our body; we are asking the holy 
spirit to change our innermost being so that instead of hat-
ing God we love him, and instead of loving sin we hate it. 

Another thing you may wonder about is, “how do I know 
if I have a new heart?” perhaps you have been praying and 
praying for a new heart, but you feel like nothing has changed. 
Is God listening? God’s Word tells us that God is indeed 
listening to you and that he hears and answers prayer. God 
promises, “Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; 
thou shalt cry, and he shall say, here I am” (Isaiah 58:9a). 
Never believe satan’s lie that God doesn’t care about you or 
that he will not bother to answer your prayer for a new heart.

I cannot tell you what God is doing in your life, nor can I 
tell you what lies in your heart. I can, however, encourage you 
to continue praying. Ask yourself how you expect God will 
answer your prayers. When you ask him for a new heart, do 
you understand what you are asking him? Think seriously and 
honestly about your loves and hates, and ask him to make you 
sorry for your sins, turning you from sin to God. how do you 
think God will answer this prayer? Are you expecting that 
suddenly you will be a completely different person? Most cer-
tainly, God can do this, and sometimes he changes a person 
all of a sudden. however, this is not his normal way.

I want to give you an illustration to try to help you under-
stand. If you have ever helped your parents plant a garden, 

you will know that seeds can be very small. They definitely 
do not look like the plants they will become! After you put 
the seeds in the ground, do you expect that the next day you 
will be able to harvest beans or corn or pumpkins? No, of 
course not! Depending on the weather and the type of seeds 
you have planted, you might have to wait a week or two 
before you see anything come up. You might think nothing 
is happening, but sooner or later, tiny shoots begin to push up 
through the dirt. Every day the plants grow stronger and big-
ger, but it still takes time before they can produce a harvest.

That is what it is like with a new heart. You cannot give 
yourself a new heart; you cannot make yourself hate what you 
naturally love and love what you naturally hate. This is the 
holy spirit’s work. You cannot make a seed grow, but you can 
pull weeds to give the good plants space, and you can water 
and fertilize the young plants to help them prosper. similarly, 
you cannot give yourself a new heart, but you can (with God’s 
help) turn your back on certain sins, read God’s Word, and 
pray. These things do not save you, but they help create an 
environment where God’s work can prosper. If you want to 
have a harvest, you must plant seeds and care for the plants. 
If you want a heart that loves God and hates sin, you must 
spend time in prayer and Bible reading, and stop doing things 
that will damage spiritual growth. You must learn as much 
as you can about the savior who made salvation possible and 
who said, “Let the little children…come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).

Because turning toward God is against our nature, we 
need the work of the holy spirit. he comes into our hearts 
and makes them a fit place for the Lord Jesus to live. he 
changes our natural hatred of God into love for him, and 
he gives us a love for righteousness in place of our love of 
sin. The Lord Jesus adds his perfect prayers to ours, and the 
result is a sweet-smelling odor that rises before the throne 
of God (Revelation 5:8).

Does God listen to little children? Absolutely yes! Keep 
praying, dear children! Do not give up or doubt him, for 
God, who cannot lie, has promised to answer you: “And it 
shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear” (Isaiah 65:24).

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For Our Children • Diana Kleyn
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Into the Sunshine
“I wish Daddy would come home.” Richard’s voice sounded 
troubled and his face was sad.

“Your father will be very angry,” responded Aunt Alice, who 
was sitting in the room with a book in her hand. Richard raised 
himself from the sofa, where he had been lying in tears for half 
an hour; with a touch of indignation in his voice, he answered, 
“he’ll be sad, not angry. Daddy never gets angry.”

For a few moments the aunt looked at the boy curiously, 
and then her eyes returned to her book. Richard hid his face 
in the pillows of the sofa again.

Richard jumped up after nearly ten minutes. “That’s Daddy 
right now!” he ran to the front hall and stood waiting for his 
father, but soon came back slowly, saying in a disappointed tone, 
“It isn’t him. I wonder why he’s so late today? I wish he’d hurry!”

“You seem eager to catch trouble,” retorted his aunt, who 
had only been staying in the home for a week. she was neither 
friendly nor kind to Richard. Today, the boy’s error had angered 
her and she had decided that he deserved a harsh punishment.

“You seem glad that I will be punished,” observed Richard. 
“I must admit,” replied Aunt Alice, “that I believe strong 

discipline would do you some good. If you were my child, I 
am very sure you would not escape severe punishment for what 
you’ve done!”

Richard thought (but did not say aloud) that he was glad he 
was not Aunt Alice’s child. “Daddy loves me, and he is good 
to me,” was all he said.

“If your father is so good and loves you so well, you must be 
a very ungrateful and inconsiderate boy. his goodness doesn’t 
seem to have helped you behave very well.”

This cut into the little boy’s heart, for he knew there was 
truth in what his aunt said. 

“Alice!” It was Richard’s mother who spoke now for the 
first time. In a quiet voice intended only for her sister, she 
added, “You are wrong. Richard is suffering quite enough and 
you are doing him harm rather than good.”

Again Richard jumped up and ran to the front hall. “It’s 
Daddy!” he shouted, and threw himself into the arms of his 
beloved father.

“hello, my boy!” exclaimed Mr. Gordon eagerly. “But 
what’s the matter, my son? You don’t look happy.”

Indeed, the child’s face was pale and tears slipped down his 
cheeks. “I need to tell you something.” Father and son went 
into the study and closed the door. Richard climbed into his 
father’s lap.

“Tell me what is wrong,” Mr. Gordon said gently.
Richard looked up pleadingly into his father’s face. he tried 

to answer, but his lips quivered. slipping off his father’s knee, 
he crossed the room, opened the door of the cabinet, brought 

out the fragments of a broken vase, and placed them on the 
desk. Mr. Gordon frowned. “Who did this, my son?” 

“I did it.”
“how?”
“I threw my ball in the living room, once, because I forgot 

the rules.” Richard stood before his father, his voice was soft and 
tremulous. “I’ve asked God to forgive me. I’m very sorry, Daddy.”

Mr. Gordon sat a while in silence, for he was asking his 
heavenly Father for wisdom. suddenly, he smiled at Richard 
and pulled the boy toward him in a big hug. “Well,” he said 
cheerfully, “what’s done is done, Richard. It can’t be helped any-
more. put the broken pieces away. You have had enough grief 
about it already, I see. You know you did wrong and have asked 
God’s forgiveness. I will not add a word to increase your pain.”

“Oh, Daddy!” The boy threw his arms around his father’s 
neck. “You are so good!”

Five minutes later, Richard entered the family room with his 
father. Aunt Alice looked up, expecting to see two shadowed 
faces, but she did not see what she expected. Father and son 
looked happy, though the traces of tears could clearly be seen on 
the boy’s cheeks. Mr. Gordon greeted his wife and sister-in-law 
cheerfully and sat down. Richard leaned against his father. Aunt 
Alice was puzzled. “such a shame,” she sighed. “It was such a 
beautiful vase! such an exquisite work of art!”

Mr. Gordon only smiled and pulled his arm more tightly 
around his son. Mrs. Gordon threw her sister a look of warn-
ing and shook her head, but Aunt Alice paid no attention. “I 
think Richard has been a very naughty boy, and deserves to 
be punished.”

“We have settled the matter together, Alice,” was the mild 
but firm response from Mr. Gordon. “It is one of our rules to 
get into the sunshine as quickly as possible.”

Aunt Alice did not understand. Richard looked gratefully 
at his father and smiled at his mother. “Into the sunshine! That 
is how it was,” thought the boy to himself. he had been living 
under a cloud of sorrow for the better part of the day, regretting 
his forgetfulness, praying for God’s forgiveness, and yearning for 
the opportunity to confess to his father and be forgiven.

Richard’s father knew his son was truly sorry and gladly 
forgave him. so it is with the Father in heaven. Are you sorry 
for your sins? have you confessed your sin and guilt to God? 
Do you long for the sunshine of God’s forgiveness? This is 
possible only through the great sacrifice paid by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. have you been washed clean? (1 John 1:9). Are 
you rejoicing because of God’s undeserved mercy? “Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God” (1 John 3:1a).
Adapted by Diana Kleyn from Nobody’s Child and Other Stories. Boston: Walker, Wise, 
and Company, 1863.

Story for Children
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1. “  _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ ;         _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ ”  (Exodus 22:27).
                    72        3                 33       29                     67                              11  83          40        45  63                   74

2. “  _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _ ,         _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _          
                         75                           32        23                86        48               39          35             17                42                71       20  47     
      _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ ”  (1 Chronicles 28:9).
                              26        10

3. “  _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ ,         _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _          
      77             70          36                      9          5   44                60       13   34          2   30                                   14
       _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _ ”  (psalm 81:10).
            49                      56

4. “  _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _          
      61                15       18                      28               80  24                50  41         1   16                                 46  52
       _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _ ;           
      78              38          43  25                55                           62                      8                       64                           53
       _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _ ,           _ _   _ _         _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _          
      22              76                                   37                           66             81                65            51                   84
       _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ ”  (Isaiah 30:19).
            57  21       73                 7               82

5. “ J   e   s   u   s     s   a   i   d ,        ‘ _ _   _ _   _ _ ,         _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _          
     79                                               19  59  69                12  31                54                     85   4                                    58              27   6
      _ _   _ _   _ _ ’ ”  (Matthew 7:7).
                68

6. “ _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _ ,          _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _          
     1    2    3    4            5    6    7    8           9   10           11  12  13          14          15  16  17  18          19   20  21  22  23  24                 
      _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ ,          _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _     
     25  26  27  28           29  30  31          32  33  34  35          36  37  38  39          40  41  42  43  44          45  46  47      
      _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ ,          _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _           _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _
     48  49  50  51  52  53          54  55  56  57  58  59           60  61  62  63  64          65  66  67  68          69  70  71  72  73  74  75
      _ _   _ _   _ _”         (  _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ 33:3).
     76  77  78             79  80  81  82  83  84  85  86

Banner Puzzles & Questions: attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 crescent St. nE, Grand rapids, MI 49503; e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your puzzle answers to:

Look up the Scripture passages given. Find the part of the text that 
fits the blanks. Some of the letters in #1–5 have numbers underneath 
them. These match the numbers under the blanks in #6 which will 
spell out another text. I pray these Bible verses will encourage you to 
keep praying to the gracious Savior who hears and answers prayer.Puzzle

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
1. N: weary 
1. NE: wages
1. E: while
1. sE: world
1. s: which
1. sW: wells
1. W: wheat
1. NW: watch
2. N: yield
2. E: years

3. E: exalt
3. s: erred
4. s: hands
4. W: hosts
5. W: token
5. N: teach
6. sW: haven
6. NE: hoped
6. E: happy
7. NW: saved

7. sE: sweet
7. s: shine
8. NE: dealt
8. sW: debts
8. W: depth
9. sE: steps
9. NW: slain
9. N: sight

Thanks again to all who sent in their puzzle answers!
Caleb Achenbach
Chloe Achenbach
Elizabeth Achenbach
Nathanael Achenbach
Zachariah Achenbach
sedrick Arnold
Lauren Baker
Audrey Bilkes

 Lauren Bilkes
 seth Bilkes
 Zach Bilkes
 Breanne Boesterd
 sheryl Boesterd
 Becky Boot
 shelly Boot
 David Byl

Julia Byl
Mark Byl
Antonio Castellano
David Jarnagin
Calum Morrison (2)
Adelaide Mulder
Jenna Nieuwenhuis (2)
Kyle Nieuwenhuis

 Kelly Overbeeke
 sharon Overbeeke
 hanna sweetman
 Janine sweetman
 Kara sweetman
 Katie Van Brugge
 Rosanna VandenBerg
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The Voice of Melody
A collection of hymns, classical, and spiritual pieces

Debut CD from Tiffany Delooff with 
peter Wildeman and Joost van Belzen 
on piano and Wim de penning on 
synthesizer. Order today for $20.00! 
www.tiffanydelooff.com; dtdelooff@
gmail.com.

Pastoral Calls
REV. DAVID LIpsY declined a pastoral call from the Chilli-
wack hRC.

REV. JOhNNY sERAFINI declined a pastoral call from the 
heritage Reformed Congregation of hull, Iowa.

Women’s Conference
The women of the Jordan hRC extend a warm invitation 
to all ladies to attend the Women’s hRC Conference to be 
held, D.V., Tuesday, April 23, 2013 at the Jordan herit-
age Reformed Church, 4171 15th street, Jordan station, 
Ontario. The theme “heart and hands for God’s Glory” 
will be highlighted by speakers Kara Dedert, mother of four 
precious children, and Gail MacLaurin, Executive Director 
of Elisha house pregnancy and Family support Centre in 
Niagara. Registration and coffee commence at 9:30 a.m.; 
a hot lunch will be provided. Cost (estimated at $25 Us 
or Canadian funds) can be paid on arrival. please register 
before April 12 with Johanna Denhertog at hrcjwomen-
sconference@gmail.com or (905) 228-0619. We look for-
ward to seeing many of you there!

News  &  Announcements
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Teachers Needed
REhOBOTh ChRIsTIAN sChOOL in Copetown, Ontario invites applications 
for the 2013/2014 academic year:

Elementary: Classroom Teacher, Educational Assistant; secondary: English 
Teacher, special Education Teacher; Other potential positions

For more information about Rehoboth, visit our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. please 
send a cover letter, resumé, and statement of faith to the attention of: Mr. R. Roth, 
principal, 198 Inksetter Road p.O. Box 70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0. t. 905.627.5977; 
f. 905.628.4422; e. principal@rehoboth.on.ca.

The Board of OxFORD REFORMED ChRIsTIAN sChOOL invites applications 
for a part-time high school special Education Teacher for the 2013/2014 school year.

O.R.C.s. is a parent-run school serving the needs of several local Reformed commu-
nities and has been operating for eight years. We have been blessed with a new facility 
located in Mt. Elgin, a rural village in south-western Ontario. Our present enrolment is 
220 students and we offer Kindergarten to grade 12. We have need for a part-time spe-
cial Ed. Teacher to work in our high school. Applicants should have a teaching degree, 
and high-school teaching experience would be an asset. Courses relating to special Ed. 
would be helpful, but O.R.C.s. would be willing to provide training opportunities.

Applications must include a resumé, statement of faith, philosophy of Christian 
education, and references. promptly send to: Oxford Reformed Christian school, c/o 
Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal), pO Box 87, 333182 plank Line, Mt. Elgin, ON  N0J 
1N0, or email: principal@orcschool.ca.

Heritage Spring Retreat
Mark your calendars. The 5th annual heritage spring Retreat will be held Monday, 
May 20 through Thursday, May 23, 2013, the Lord willing. The location will again 
be the Circle-square Ranch near Brantford, Ontario. please watch for details and 
check www.heritageretreat.ca for updates. Topics will center on the theme Striving 
to be Holy in Our Daily Life. We look forward to seeing you in May for, what we 
trust and pray, will be a spiritually profitable time.

— heritage spring Retreat Organizing Committee

I’m excited to be partner-
ing with Witte Travel on 
a beautiful, historic tour 
in Europe next summer. 
please consider joining us 
on a first-class tour next July 
11–22, traveling through the 
Netherlands and Germany, 
taking in various sites related 
to the Reformation, and 
ending in heidelberg (in 
commemoration of the hei-
delberg Catechism’s 450th 
anniversary). Dr. Van Vliet 
and I hope to fill one bus 
each, so the tour is limited 
to 96 people—48 people per 
bus. Check out the summary 
to the left and a 10-page, 
detailed brochure at www.
wittetravel.com/calendar-
tours/legacy-reformation. 
I’d love to have you along, 
God willing. send in your 
reservation today!

This is your invitation to be part of a truly transformational travel experience 
led by Dr. Joel R. Beeke and Dr. Jason P. Van Vliet!

THE LEGACY OF THE REFORMATION 
July 11 to 19, 2013

Come with us on a journey through the heritage of the Netherlands and Germany with special 
emphasis on the Heidelberg Catechism. We’ll explore elegant, once-fortified Dordrecht, Palace 
Het Loo, Vesting Bourtange—a beautiful 16th-century fortress, the Johannes á Lasco Library at 
Emden, Bad Bentheim’s castle, the majestic Rhineland capital of Cologne, and the storybook city of 
Heidelberg. We’ll also enjoy a relaxing cruise on the legendary River Rhine.

Against the background of fascinating historical sites, our tour will be a time to revitalize our 
appreciation for, and use of, the gift which has been entrusted to the church in the Heidelberg 
Catechism. In addition, the Lord’s Day will be observed with morning and afternoon or evening 
worship services.

The Legacy of the Reformation tour begins in Amsterdam and concludes with a 
two-night stay in Heidelberg. Those who would like to do so can elect to spend 
an additional three nights in Heidelberg, returning home on July 22.

Attendance at the 4th Annual Heidelberg Conference on Reformed Theology 
(July 18 to 21) is offered to Legacy tour participants as an option. On the 
last Sabbath morning, we will worship in Heidelberg Castle (with Dr. Beeke 
preaching), where the Catechism was approved.

For more information and brochures, contact Dr. Beeke at jrbeeke@puritanseminary.org or visit 
Witte Travel & Tours’ website at www.wittetravel.com/calendar-tours/legacy-reformation

Dr. Joel R. Beeke
Puritan Reformed 

Theological Seminary

Dr. Jason P. Van Vliet
Canadian Reformed 

Seminary

The Legacy of the Reformation Tour in Europe



Obituary
KOGELSCHATZ, Robert Thomas (Robby), aged 49, of Grand Rapids, MI, for-
merly of Greenville, MI passed away on Monday, January 7, 2013 at Faith hospice 
at Trillium Woods. he was born on June 2, 1963, son of shirley M. Kogelschatz 
and Rolfe  E. Kogelschatz. he is survived by his mother, his brothers, Rich (Cindy) 
Kogelschatz, and perry (Becky) Kogelschatz, and several nieces and nephews. For 
several years Robby has frequented our heritage hill Outreach Mission and also 
attended our church services, and was part of our church family. A memorial ser-
vice was held on saturday, January 12, 2013. (Rev. F. VanderZwaag, psalm 34:6).

VANDER MALE, Dorothy, aged 91, passed away sunday, January 6, 2013 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Dorothy was preceded in death by her husband, 
William (Bud) VanderMale. surviving are her children—Julie and James 
Wielhouwer, heidi VanderMale, Randall and Amy VanderMale, Rebecca and 
Jim Engelsma; Brothers/sisters-in-law—Carl VanderMale, Gilbert Vander-
Male, Emily and Jay Lugthart, Beatrice potter; 16 Grandchildren—Chad and 
Tia Wielhouwer, Eric and sonia Wielhouwer, Leah and Glenn Kutzli, Jason 
and Kathy Wielhouwer, Alicia, Nick, and Kristine VanderMale, Rochelle, 
Bridget, sonja, James, and Nicole Engelsma; 13 great-grandchildren; several 
nieces and nephews. (Rev. F. VanderZwaag, psalm 130; John 11:25–26).

Wedding Anniversary
With joy and thankfulness to God, we hope to celebrate, D.V., the 
60th wedding anniversary of our dear parents, grandparents, and 
great-grandparents

Roelof & Maria Schut-deJongh
1953 – February 17 – 2013

Wedding text: psalm 81:10b 
“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

Much love and tendercare has always been there for us, and for that, 
we give our love and thanks to God and to our parents for all the 
manifold blessings bestowed on us, as children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.

Address: 650 Burtch Road, R.R. #2, Brantford, Ontario 
519-484-2976

Florida Services Clarification
services in Bradenton, Florida are scheduled to conclude for the 2013 
season on April 7 with pastor Neels bringing the Gospel, instead of on 
Easter, March 31st, as was previously indicated.

August 13-16, 2013
Life In The Family Of God

Geoff Banister
Brad Baugham
Joel Beeke
David McClelland
David Murray

Verity Institute • Indianapolis

Speakers
Consider an exciting 2013 family vacation that includes:

• Christ-centered preaching
• Daily activities for all ages
• Opportunities for fellowship

www.reformingfamilies.org

...in a beautiful facility for lodging, meals, 
and outdoor activities

Conference

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices  
will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the  
editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

Announcement of  
Upcoming Meetings

The Lord willing, the Office-bearers’ Conference, synod prayer ser-
vice, Theological seminary Committee, and synod meetings will be 
held on April 10–12, 2013 in Chilliwack, British Columbia.

The prayer service will be held at the Chilliwack hRC church facil-
ity (Cooke’s presbyterian at 45825 Wellington Avenue, Chilliwack).

All meetings will be held at the FRC church at 45471 Yale Road, 
Chilliwack.

Wednesday, April 10, 1:30–4:00 p.m.
Office-bearers’ Conference

Free Reformed Church
All hRC and FRC pastors, elders, and deacons (current and 
previous) are invited. The Lord willing, our guest speaker will 
be Rev. Daniel hyde, B.A., M.Div. (Westminster California), 
Th.M. (pRTs), URC outreach pastor and church planter from 
Oceanside, California. he will address the conference on the 
subject of church planting and outreach work with an empha-
sis on practical guidance. Following his presentation and a 
coffee break/fellowship time, some hRC pastors will join 
pastor hyde in a follow-up panel discussion on this subject.

Wednesday, April 10, 7:30 p.m.
Synod Prayer Service

Heritage Reformed Church (Cooke’s Presbyterian)
The synod prayer service will be led by Rev. David Lipsy.

Thursday, April 11, 8:00 a.m.
Theological Seminary Committee Meeting

Free Reformed Church
This committee will meet to interview applicants and discuss 
progress of our hRC student, future seminary plans, ATs 
accreditation progress, proposed changes to this committee’s 
structure and mandate, and other business.

Men who believe they are being called to the ministry of the 
gospel and desire to be admitted into the puritan Reformed 
Theological seminary should contact either the president, Mr. 
James Beeke (jimbeeke@shaw.ca) or the secretary, Rev. Don 
Overbeek (overbeek610@rogers.com) of the Theological semi-
nary Committee, or the president of your own consistory for 
further information on the procedures and requirements in order 
to obtain a consistory attest.

Friday, April 12, 8:00 a.m.
Synod Meeting

Free Reformed Church
Consistories and synod-appointed committees are reminded 
that all material for synod should be forwarded to Rev. Don 
Overbeek (overbeek610@rogers.com) by February 15 for dis-
tribution to consistories.

For accommodations and travel arrangements assistance, please con-
tact Corney Les at cles@shaw.ca or 604.795.6938. All this planning, 
the Lord willing. We pray and look to our gracious God for his 
blessings of love, wisdom, and guidance.
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World Religions
‘NO religiON’ The Third lArgeST  

grOuP AFTer ChriSTiANS, MuSliMS

According to the study entitled “The Global Religious Landscape” 
issued by the pew Forum on Religion and public Life, of the estimated 
6.9 billion world population, 31.5% are Christian, 23.2% Muslim, 
16.3% Unaffiliated, 15.0% hindu, 7.1% Buddhists, 5.9% Folk religions, 
.8% other religions, and .2% Jews.

people with no religious affiliation make up the third-largest global 
group, placing after Christians and Muslims and just before hindus. 
however, “many of the religiously unaffiliated do hold religious or 
spiritual beliefs,” the study stressed. The study, based on extensive 
data for the year 2010, also showed Islam and hinduism are the faiths 
mostly likely to expand in the future while Jews have the weakest 
growth prospects, due to expected population changes in their coun-
tries of concentration.

The study estimated Christianity was the largest faith at 2.2 billion 
adherents. The Roman Catholic Church makes up 50 percent of that 
total, with protestants—including Anglicans and nondenominational 
churches—at 37 percent, and orthodox at 12 percent.

There are about 1.6 billion Muslims around the world. “The over-
whelming majority (87–90 percent) are sunnis, about 10–13 percent 
are shia Muslims,” the study said.

Among the 1.1 billion unaffiliated people around the world, 62 per-
cent live in China alone and they make up 52.2 percent of the Chinese 
population. “Belief in God or a higher power is shared by 7 percent of 
unaffiliated Chinese adults, 30 percent of unaffiliated French adults, 
and 68 percent of unaffiliated U.s. adults,” it said.

The world’s hindu population is concentrated mostly in India, 
Nepal, and Bangladesh. half of the world’s Buddhists live in China, 
followed far behind by Thailand at 13.2 percent of the world Buddhist 
population, and Japan with 9.4 percent.

The study found that about 405 million people, or about 6 per-
cent of the world population, followed folk religions such as those 
found in Africa and China or among Native American and Australian 
aboriginal peoples.

Another 58 million, or nearly 1 percent of the world population, 
belonged to “other religions” including Baha’i, Taoism, Jainism, shin-
toism, sikhism, Tenrikyo, Wicca, and Zoroastrianism. Most were in 
the Asia-pacific region. (Tom heneghan, Religion Editor of Reuters)

International News
gAy MArriAge FOr FrANCe?

In Lyon, France, protesters rallied against a newly proposed law that 
would legalize gay marriage. France’s socialist-dominated government, 

led by president Francois hollande, adopted a draft law of the bill in 
November 2012, and it is expected to be approved by France’s legis-
lature in the coming months. But it has faced fierce opposition from 
right-wing parties, including a rare alliance of Catholic, Muslim, and 
Jewish groups. (Time)

National News
MuSliMS FlOCk TO CAliFOrNiA 

ChurCh FOr A CONveNTiON
Decision revives debate: should churches lend worship space to 
other religions?

All saints Episcopal Church in pasadena, California, hosted the 
convention of the Muslim public Affairs Council (MpAC), mark-
ing the first time the national Muslim group has held an event in a 
Christian facility.

The decision is endorsed by both All saints and MpAC leaders—as 
well as by a recent Los Angeles Times editorial—but overall response 
has been less than friendly. In a sermon, All saints senior pastor 
Edwin J. Bacon Jr. called the messages received as “some of the most 
vile, mean-spirited email” he has ever read, prompting the church to 
hold a press conference to defend its decision to host the conference.

salam al-Marayati, MpAC president, says the plan to hold the 
convention at All saints is a glimpse of “what a future of peace could 
look like.” “holding our convention at a church and inviting a multi-
faith audience should be a source of hope and encouragement to the 
world,” he said. (Christianity Today)

Item for Prayer
pray for the grieving families of the tragedy in Connecticut. “But Jesus 
called them [the disciples] unto him, and said, suffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God” (Luke 18:16).

Persecution Focus
ON The hOrizON: MOre PerSeCuTiON,  

leSS FreedOM FOr vieTNAM ChurCheS
Vietnam is establishing new rules for religion, and they may help the 
government to further undermine religious worship and expression. 
What is being called “Decree 92” went into effect January 1.

Todd Nettleton of Voice of the Martyrs says some Buddhist and 
Christian leaders believe their rights will deteriorate because Vietnam 
intends to pattern itself after the Chinese model. “One of the things 
that this law supposedly provides is a way for all religious organi-
zations to register with the government—register their activities, 
register their places of worship, register the leaders who are in charge 
of those groups,” he says. “But that obviously presents the possibility 
that they could be further persecuted because the government will 
know exactly who they are and what they’re doing and where they 
are meeting.”

In order to be recognized by the Vietnam government, a religious 
group has to prove that it has operated for the past twenty years with-
out violating the law. By definition, underground churches have been 
violating the law—so they would not qualify for recognition.

Vietnam has made some recognizable improvements in terms of 
religious freedom in the past decade, so Nettleton finds it difficult to 
understand the motivation behind the new rules. (Charlie Butts—
OneNewsNow)

JOhN gOudzWAArd
Christian  World  View
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Last month we began a series of articles focusing on how 
much we need God’s grace in order to live as Christians in 
the twenty-first century. In this first specific article, we want 
to consider relationships, and in the next we will broaden this 
to include our sexuality. God has created us as human beings 
who desire relationships because we are created in his image; 
the three persons of the Godhead are in intimate relationship 
with one another. God wants us to know and experience a 
relationship with himself as well as others. Our most impor-
tant relationship, of course, is with God through Jesus Christ.

That being said, every relationship we have is a matter of 
choice. Our wills are involved along with our emotions. Every 
day, you are involved in relationships; every day, you sense the 
dynamics of relationships, feel their necessity, and at the same 
time sense their impossibility. You have relationships with 
your family, your friends, your employer and fellow employ-
ees, your church family, etc. some relationships only exist on 
the surface and others are deeply rooted, but whatever their 
significance, God tells us plainly that our relationships with 
others (and himself) are really tests of our faith.

You may have heard the expression, “With friends like 
that, who needs enemies?” While sad, many of us have expe-
rienced it to be true. Many relationships today are so tainted 
with sin that one is hard pressed to find any resemblance of 
the character of God in them. Relationships which ought 
to ref lect our Creator are instead self-seeking and debili-
tating. In every relationship, we experience, in one way or 
another, the brokenness of sin. There will be times you need 
to forgive and times you need to be forgiven. The way we 
communicate, whether in words or actions, is very closely 
connected to the health of our relationships.

Relationships shape who we are. As you grow older, you 
will realize more and more that others have had a tremendous 
influence on who you are, but you too have had a tremendous 
influence on others around you. The things you talk about, the 
places you visit, the things you do together all have a molding 
effect. You need to ask yourself, who has been helping shape 
and mold me? What have I done in shaping and molding 
others? “he that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a 
companion of fools shall be destroyed” (prov. 13:20).

John makes a statement about our relationships that cuts 
to our hearts. In 1 John 4:20, he says, “If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom 
he hath not seen?” If we say we love God but do not show love 
to our neighbor, God calls us a liar and says the truth is not in 
us. That is very convicting, isn’t it? Take a moment to exam-
ine all your relationships and determine what each is doing. 
This is a litmus test of your love and faithfulness to God.

James adds to this thought in James 4:1 by saying, “From 
whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not 
hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?” The 
principle James is setting forth here applies to our relation-
ships. If you are in any relationship and there is trouble, do 
you realize that God is in this trouble? how are you respond-
ing to others’ actions and words? Does your response look 
like Christ’s response? Do you respond in love to enemies 
and do good to those who misuse you? Every relationship we 
have will either affirm our faith or demonstrate its absence; 
it will either draw you closer to God or draw you away from 
him. What effect are relationships having in your life?

God is using our relationships to show us our need of 
Christ. We need Christ and his strength to engage in rela-
tionships with Christlikeness. We need repentance and for-
giveness and prayerful reliance upon the promises of God. 
For this, we need the grace of God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. As you go about your daily interactions with others, 
ask yourself what God is teaching you in each relationship. 
What is he saying to you as you read his Word about how 
to respond to others? “For the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men…that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:11–14).

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of students and spiritual Formation at puritan 
Reformed Theological seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the 
heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological seminary, Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; 
kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.

Rev. MaRk keldeRMan & 
Rev. MaaRten kuivenhoven

Corner for Teens

God’s Grace Needed:

RelatioNships
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Love So Amazing—So Divine!

Interview on A Puritan Theology

The Work of Immanuel

Scoping out Apollos:  
Nine Marks of a Healthy Christian
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To heart and soul how sweet Thou art, 
O great High Priest of  God! 
My heart brought nigh to God’s own heart 
By Thy most precious blood.

No more my countless sins shall rise 
To fill me with dismay— 
That precious blood before His eyes 
Hath put them all away.

My soul draws near with trust secure, 
With boldness glad and free; 
What matters it that I am poor, 
For I am rich in Thee.

Forgotten every stain and spot, 
Their memory past and gone, 
For me, O God, Thou seest not, 
Thou lookest on Thy Son.

Is all a dream? Thou canst not lie, 
Thy Spirit and Thy blood 
Proclaim to sinners such as I  
The boundless love of  God.

They tell Thy love, so deep, so free, 
They tell the Father’s heart— 
Not what I am, or I must be, 
They tell me what Thou art.

Come, weary sinners, great and small, 
The open door stands wide, 
Thy blessed heart that welcomes all, 
O Lamb of  God, who died.

— GerHard TerSTeeGeN


