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Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 
Manifested by the star 
To the sages from afar; 
Branch of royal David’s stem 
In Thy birth at Bethlehem; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
And at Cana, wedding guest, 
In Thy Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in power divine, 
Changing water into wine; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.

Manifest in making whole 
Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
Manifest in valiant fight, 
Quelling all the devil’s might; 
Manifest in gracious will, 
Ever bringing good from ill; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.

Sun and moon shall darkened be, 
Stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee, 
Christ will then like lightning shine, 
All will see His glorious sign: 
All will then the trumpet hear; 
All will see the Judge appear; 
Thou by all wilt be confessed, 
God in man made manifest.

Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 
Mirrored in Thy holy Word; 
May we imitate Thee now, 
And be pure, as pure art Thou; 
That we like to Thee may be 
At Thy great Epiphany; 
And may praise Thee, ever blest, 
God in man made manifest.

—CHrISTOPHEr WOrDSWOrTH

The Two Arrivals of Jesus Christ
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“It was to save sinners that Christ Jesus came into the world. He 
did not come to help them to save themselves, nor to induce them 
to save themselves, nor even to enable them to save themselves. 
He came to save them!”

—WILLIAM HENDrIkSEN



The Two ArrivAls  
of Jesus ChrisT
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MeditatioN | ReV. Michael FiNtelMaN

For a bit over a century now, the Reformed church has been 
commemorating the season of Advent. Advent means arriv-
ing or coming. During the Advent season, we ref lect upon 
the first coming of Jesus Christ in His incarnation even as 
we await His second arrival because “unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation” (Heb. 9:28).

Titus was tasked to set up a church on the small island 
of Crete. In his letter to Titus, Paul reminds him about 
Christ’s two appearances (Titus 2:11, 13). Like Paul, we are 
privileged to live during the New Testament era of fulfill-
ment after Christ was born in Bethlehem but before He 
comes on the clouds to welcome home His church and to 
judge all sinners. 

Consider first, the similarities of these two appearances 
of Christ. 

Both appearances are personal. When Jesus was born 
and laid in Bethlehem’s manger, He was made “bone of 
our bone and f lesh of our f lesh.” He was “manifest in the 
f lesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). So also His Second Coming will be 
personal. When He comes again, it will be Christ per-
sonally—not a messenger in His stead. The Heidelberg 
Catechism (Lord’s Day 52) comfortingly reminds believers 
when He comes again, “That in all my sorrows and perse-
cutions, with uplifted head I look for the very same person, 
who before offered Himself for my sake, to the tribunal of 
God, and has removed all curse from me, to come as judge 
from heaven…[and] shall translate me with all His chosen 
ones to Himself, into heavenly joys and glory.”

Second, Jesus’ appearances were promised and yet unex-
pected by the masses. The birth of Jesus has been promised 
since the first “seed promise” at the dawn of time (Gen. 
3:15). The Old Testament overf lows with promises regard-
ing the Messiah, but when He arrived, He was unexpected. 
Simeon was “waiting for the consolation of Israel” and Anna 
“looked for redemption in Israel,” but for the main popu-
lace, the arrival of Jesus was not an anticipated event. So 
also His Second Coming is a promised event (Heb. 9:28). 
It certainly will transpire as sure as history unfolds each 
day. Sadly, however, many today don’t believe that promise, 
while many more presumptively assume 
that when He arrives to judge 
the living and the dead, 
their passport to glory will 
be validated by human 

obedience rather than Christ’s. Jesus tells us that when He 
arrives again the masses will be doing business as usual 
with no meaningful expectation, but His followers are to be 
attentive and watchful (Matt. 24:33–42). The commemora-
tion of Advent calls us to diligent faith.

The two arrivals of Jesus Christ are also vastly different.
In the first arrival, He was a tender baby in swaddling 

clothes, lying in a manger. In the second arrival, He will 
be wrapped in vesture with the words inscribed, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 19:16).

The purpose of the first arrival was to bring salvation 
to men (Titus 2:11); He came to seek and to save the lost. 
But His Second Coming will be a winnowing of the wheat 
and chaff. It will be a righteous judgment that welcomes 
home God’s children, but casts away the unbeliever (Matt. 
25:30–34). 

At His first arrival, Christ was rejected. There was no 
room for Him in the inn—even before He was born. The 
rejection continued through His entire earthly stay. But 
when He comes as Judge, men will tremble before Him; 
some would rather choose to be buried under mountain 
rubble than face the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6:16). 

How similar, yet how different are Christ’s two appear-
ances! If we would know the Lord’s blessing during Advent 
season, we must ponder these two arrivals. We ought to 
gratefully ref lect on the wonderful event that transpired in 
the Judean hillside town of Bethlehem. We should stand 
humbled and amazed that God so loved the world that He 
sent His only begotten Son into this sin-filled world so 
that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. That everlasting life will be ushered into 
its ultimate fulfillment when He arrives the second time 
on the clouds, and every eye shall see Him (Rev. 1:7). May 
our eye of faith also be looking for the “glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).  

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of 
Plymouth, Wisconsin.



272  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  DECEMBEr 2014

The WORD 
MaDe Flesh
MeditatioN | ReV. BaRtel elshout

“and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

It has rightly been observed that the incarnation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the most extraordinary event in human 
history—only to be superseded on the final day of history 
when He shall “appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation” (Heb. 9:28b).

Had God not been manifest in the f lesh (1 Tim. 3:16), 
there would only have been condemnation and eternal per-
dition for all the sons and daughters of Adam, for it would 
have been impossible for a holy God to be reconciled with 
fallen sinners. What an extraordinary revelation of God’s 
heart that He has eternally purposed within Himself to give 
His only begotten Son to be a sacrifice for sin (cf. John 3:16) 
so that, on the basis of that perfect sacrifice, sinners can be 
reconciled with their Creator!

In our text, John describes this extraordinary event in 
simple yet profound terms. Having begun his gospel by 
introducing the Lord Jesus Christ as the eternal and living 
Word of the Father, he tells us here that this eternal Word—
the eternal revelation of the Father—was made f lesh. It 
should be noted here that John does not say that the Word 
assumed our f lesh, but rather, that the Word was made f lesh. 
In other words, the moment the incarnation occurred in 
Mary’s womb, something occurred in the eternal existence 
of the Living Word of God that had never been true prior 
to that moment and that will never be reversed. 

From that moment on, He was and will forever be God 
manifest in the f lesh, and throughout a never-ending eter-
nity His Name shall be Immanuel, God with us. However, 
not only was the Lord Jesus Christ God and man in the 
unity of His divine Person in the state of His humiliation, 
but also in the state of His exaltation He shall forever be 
God manifest in the f lesh. Thus the union of the divine and 
human natures in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ is an 
everlasting and unbreakable union.

Therefore the words “And the Word was made f lesh,” 
brim with rich gospel truth, for the incarnation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ most gloriously unveils His Father’s good plea-
sure toward fallen sons and daughters of Adam. By uniting 
the human nature to the divine nature of His Son, God 
reveals the purpose for which He sent Him into the world, 
namely, to restore the broken covenant relationship between 
Himself and the children of men. In His Son, God has 
found a way to bind Himself to man and man to Himself; in 

His divine nature, Christ represents the entire Trinity and, 
in His perfect humanity, He represents an elect humanity.

Therefore in Christ a triune God has forever bound 
Himself to His people, and in Christ God’s people are for-
ever bound to God. And since the bond between the Living 
Word and His f lesh is unbreakable and will endure forever, 
so will the bond that unites God and His people.

How rich is the comfort couched in that blessed reality, 
for in Christ God has established a covenant relationship 
with His people that will endure forever! As impossible as 
it is that the two natures of Christ shall ever be separated, 
so impossible it is that God shall ever be separated from His 
people. Paul could therefore say with boldness and confi-
dence that nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38–39).

And yet, to lay the foundation for this everlasting cov-
enantal union, the Living Word in His f lesh had to endure 
the wrath of God as the substitute of fallen sons and daugh-
ters of Adam, for the Father “made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). Therefore the shadow of the 
cross fell across the cradle of Bethlehem, and the day came 
that the Incarnate Word was nailed to that cross and was 
subjected to the curse of His written Word (cf. Gal. 3:13). 

However, by that perfect sacrifice the covenant breach 
was restored, and that restoration was sealed by the glorious 
resurrection of Immanuel who will forever be God manifest 
in the f lesh. On the day of His resurrection, Christ could 
therefore say to His disciples, “I ascend unto my Father, and 
your Father; and to my God, and your God” (John 20:17b).

How remarkably Paul expressed and summarized this, 
saying, “When the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:4–5). Such is the rich benefit of 
the Word having been made flesh, for the eternal Son of God 
became the Son of Man so that fallen sons and daughters of 
men might become the sons and daughters of God. Therefore 
“thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15), 
for “the Word was made f lesh, and dwelt among us”!

Rev. Bartel Elshout is an emeritus minister in the Heritage Reformed Con-
gregations.



The year 2014 is rapidly drawing to a close. Through every 
month, day, hour, and second, God has directed our lives 
according to His perfect wisdom. Even though we did not 
know what the next moment would bring, or how we would 
get through another trial, or what the results of doctors’ 
appointments would be, God is faithful. Our churches have 
gone through the rhythms of church life and there have 
been times and places where God has wondrously blessed 
us. Families are altered—some by loss, others by gain—and 
have experienced the Father’s matchless grace.

At the end of this year, with everything that has hap-
pened, we must admit that too often we are slow learners. 
We need the Lord to continue to get His message and His 
grace through to us. Isaiah 55:6–7 is a call to reckon with 
the LORD and our standing before Him. It brings us back 
to the basics of true religion.

The first principle of true religion is the being and char-
acter of the LORD. He holds everything together in this 
verse; the name of the LORD and divine pronouns are cen-
tral in each clause. Specifically, this verse declares that the 
LORD is at the center of time and eternity. In time, He draws 
people to seek Him and call upon Him. And eternity pro-

vides the only expla-
nation for why 

people come 
to know 

and love 

Him: because he allowed Himself to be near and to be found 
by them. 

If we have compromised the truth of who God is, we will 
tend to separate the seeking and finding, either taking too 
much credit for the seeking or blaming God for not finding. 
The truth is that we have refused to believe that these two 
sides meet together in the LORD Himself. We must deal 
first with Him who is worthy to be sought and will make 
us into finders.

The second principle of true religion is who we are. The 
small word “ye” appears twice in our text. The very fact that 
we need to be told to seek and to call shows that we do not 
want to do these things by nature. We are content to dwell 
by ourselves apart from God because our hearts do not want 
Him. Even more than this, the passing nature of our lives is 
captured by the word “while.” How quickly time passes and 
how short are our lives! 

We must be made completely new. The “ye” of this verse 
reminds me of the “ye” of John 3:7: “Ye must be born again.” 
Do you know yourself well enough to know you need a 
new heart? The word “while” reminds me of the longevity 
of the promise, continued though history to the coming of 
Christ and even today. Paul would say in 2 Corinthians 6:2, 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation.”

The third principle of true religion is captured in verse 
7, where the relationship between repentance and faith is 
presented: they are distinct yet inseparable. The only way 
to continue in the life of godliness is to continue in the life 
of repentance and the life of faith. Sin must be forsaken and 
the grace of God must be alive in the heart. The Holy Spirit 
works both repentance and faith in God’s people, lead-
ing them to cry with the Apostle Paul, “O wretched man 
that I am…I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord”  
(Rom. 7:24–25).

How do we know if we have repented and believed? 
Does our life show radical change in fighting sin and seek-
ing the Lord? Are we learning each day what we deserve 
while entrusting ourselves to God’s mercy and pardon? Most 
importantly, is Christ, the righteous man and yet very God, 
the One you love supremely?

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in 
Bradford, Ontario.
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Back TO Basics 

MeditatioN | ReV. doN oVeRBeek

“Seek ye the LorD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked forsake  
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the lorD, and he will  

have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (isa. 55:6–7).



Jesus Christ’s  
Two Amazing Natures

The nature of Christ is one of the most fundamental aspects 
of the gospel message. Scripture teaches that within His one 
person, Christ possessed both a divine and human nature. 
His divine nature has no beginning, being from eternity. 
His human nature began when Christ was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost in the virgin Mary.

Jesus Christ, God and Savior
For the believer, Christ’s divinity ensures that His sacrifice 
was sufficient. The ransom of a soul is costly—such a price 
is divine blood! The solution to the infinitude of sin was 
the infinite value of Christ’s obedience—infinite because 
of Christ’s divine nature. His sacrifice was of everlasting 
efficacy because He is the everlasting God. 

Scripture presents many proofs of Christ’s divinity:
•	 Scripture	 attests	His	 divinity	 (Matt.	 1:23;	 Phil.	 2:5–11;	

Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8).

•	 God	the	Father	attests	Christ’s	divinity	(Matt.	3:17;	17:5;	
Mark 9:7; 2 Peter 1:17).

•	 Christ	Himself	claims	divinity.	He	claims	to	be	one	with	the	
Father (John 10:30, 38) as the Son of God (Mark 14:61–62).

•	 Various	 other	 people	 testify	 that	 Jesus	 is	God,	 such	 as	
Thomas (John 20:28), Peter (Matt. 16:16), Paul (Acts 9:5), 
and even devils (Matt. 8:29).

•	 Jesus	 attests	 His	 transcendence	 over	 men	 and	 angels.	
He transcends Jonah and Solomon (Matt. 12:41ff; Luke 
11:31ff), Moses and Elijah (Matt. 17:3; Mark 9:4), David 
(Mark 12:36), and John the Baptist (Matt. 11:11); and 
Christ is superior to angels, who are His servants (Matt. 
4:11; Mark 1:13), His army (Matt. 26:53), and those who 
do His will (Matt. 16:27; 25:31; Mark 8:38).

•	 Attributes	of	God	are	ascribed	to	Jesus,	such	as	eternity	(John	
8:58), omnipotence (Rev. 1:8), omnipresence (John 1:48), 
omniscience (John 2:25), and immutability (Heb. 13:8).

•	 He	is	given	honor	that	is	only	given	to	God,	such	as	divine	
baptism (Matt. 28:19), divine benediction (2 Cor. 13:14), 
divine worship (Heb. 1:6), and divine honor (John 5:23).

•	 He	performs	divine	tasks,	such	as	forgiveness	of	sins	(Mark	
2:10–12), creation (John 1:3), providence (John 5:17), res-
urrection and judgment (John 5:22), preservation (John 
10:28), and redemption and grace (Eph. 1:7).

•	 He	makes	 divine	 demands,	 such	 as	 faith	 in	His	 person	
(John 14:1; 5:24; 6:40; 8:51) and supreme love (Matt. 10:37, 
39; Luke 17:33). He accepts religious worship (Matt. 8:2; 
9:18; 14:33; 15:25).

•	 He	 is	 given	 the	 names	 of	God:	Mighty	God	 and	Ever-
lasting Father (Isa. 9:6), the Lord our Righteousness (Jer. 
23:6), Lord and God (John 20:28), God blessed forever 
(Rom. 9:5), Lord of all (Acts 10:36), and true God and 
eternal life (1 John 5:20).

There are five reasons why Christ must be truly God:
1. For the burden that had to be sustained and the battle that 

had to be fought, He needed divine power to be able to lay 
down and take up His own life.

2. His divinity was necessary to obtain infinite value for His 
satisfaction to divine justice.

3. Christ’s divinity allowed Him to merit everlasting righ-
teousness.

4. He needed to be divine to be able to apply the salvation He 
has merited.

5. He must be divine to be an object worthy of our worship.

Thomas Watson in his sermon, “Christ the Mediator of the 
Covenant,” outlined four applications to the believer’s life of 
this doctrine of Christ’s divinity.

Use 1: Admire the glory of this God-man. Watson advised us 
to see Christ’s “Godhead shining through the manhood” (Rev. 
1:16). Worship Him in the beauty of His holiness (Ps. 96:9)!

Use 2: Because Christ is divine, the believer must look to 
Christ alone for salvation. His divinity wrought the righ-
teousness required for salvation. Watson said, “If we could 
weep rivers of tears, out-fast Moses on the mount, if we 

e d i t o r i a l 
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were exact moralists, touching the law blameless, if we could 
arrive at the highest degree of sanctification in this life, all 
this would not save us, without looking to the merits of him 
who is God.” Look unto Jesus (Heb. 12:2)!

Us e 3: Because He is divine and human in one person, 
believers can have great comfort in knowing they are closely 
united to Him. Watson wrote, “All that Christ in either of 
his natures can do for believers, he will do.” “Trust ye in 
the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength” (Isa. 26:4).

Use 4: Marvel at the love of Christ, who humbled Him-
self, though He was equal with God, to become obedient 
unto death. Believers should embrace Christ as their heav-
enly husband (Song 1:13). Watson said that every believer 
“should have Jesus Christ written in his heart.”

Jesus Christ, The Word Became Flesh
It would be disastrous to only affirm the deity of Jesus 
Christ, ignoring that the divine “Word was made f lesh, and 
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). The Scriptures affirm equally 
that Christ was both divine and human. For the Christian, 
Christ’s humanity holds tremendous significance, beyond 
even the supreme necessity of salvation. Indeed, as John Fla-
vel notes regarding this doctrine, we can lay the world upon it.

Christ in His divine nature assumed humanity. This 
means He took upon Himself a nature that was truly human. 
He remained what He was (divine) while He took to Himself 
that which He had not yet been (human). He became bone of 
our bone and flesh of our f lesh in all respects, yet without sin. 

The Scriptures reveal Christ’s real human nature from 
birth to burial. He was born (Luke 2:7). He grew to maturity 
(Luke 2:40). He was hungry (Luke 4:2). He labored (John 
5:17). He was tired and slept (Luke 8:23). He ate and drank 
(Luke 24:42–43). He was sorrowful and wept (Mark 14:34). 
He experienced pain and suffering (Luke 22:44) both in body 
and soul (Matt. 26:38; 1 Peter 2:24). He died (Mark 15:37) 
and was buried (vv. 45–46).

There are at least six reasons why Christ had to become 
truly man:

1. To meet the demand of God’s righteousness that the nature 
which had sinned must also be the nature to pay for sin.

2. To be able to suffer and die for His elect.
3. To be able to be our self-sacrificing and sympathetic High 

Priest.
4. To be subject to the law in His obedience.
5. To be our nearest Kinsman to redeem us.
6. To be the Second Adam who restores us from our fall.

There are many applications of Christ’s incarnation for the 
believer. John Flavel in volume one of his Works outlines sev-
eral of these affections for Christ the believer experiences.

1.  Adoration. “Adore the love of the Father, and the Son, 
who bid so high for your souls.” Flavel notes that the love 
of God is expressed chief ly in this: that Christ took upon 
Himself the form of a servant and became obedient unto 
death. The Father so earnestly “willed our salvation, that 
he was content to degrade the darling of his soul to so vile 
and contemptible a state” as humanity. The Son became of 
no reputation—“how astonishing is the love of Christ, that 
would make such a stoop as this to exalt us!” 

2. Wonder. Gaze at the wisdom of God at devising such a 
means for His people’s salvation. This even “chains the 
eyes of angels and men to itself ” as unimaginable. That 
the Word should become f lesh, and dwell among us—“oh, 
how wisely is the method of our recovery laid!”

3.  Delight. Taste the “incomparable sweetness” of Christianity 
that allows us to rest our “trembling consciences” upon a 
sure foundation. Though the misery of His state and the 
distress of His soul overwhelms him, the believer can safely 
rely on the incarnation. Christ united His divine person 
with our f lesh; “hence it is easy to imagine what worth and 
value must be in that blood; and how eternal love, springing 
forth triumphantly from it, f lourishes into pardon, grace, 
and peace.”

4. Consolation. Assuming a human nature and experienc-
ing the suffering and misery of humanity, Christ is now 
touched with the feelings of our infirmities (Heb. 4:15). 
He is a merciful High Priest (Heb. 2:17–18). Flavel writes: 
“God and man in one person! Oh! Thrice happy conjunc-
tion! As man, he is full of an experimental sense of our 
infirmities, wants, and burdens; and, as God, he can sup-
port and supply them all.”

5. Happiness. Christ’s incarnation was to bring many sons 
to glory (Heb. 2:10). “Hence we see, to what a height God 
intends to build up the happiness of man, in that he hath laid 
the foundation thereof so deep, in the incarnation of his own 
Son.” The soul of man joys in salvation, but the body also 
will be glorified. Christ assumed the f lesh to demonstrate 
“how God intends to honour and exalt it” in eternity. 

6. Comfort. Flavel concludes with this last point: “How won-
derful a comfort is it, that he who dwells in our flesh is God?” 
The struggling Christian can say: “But let me be a sinner, 
and worse than the chief of sinners, yea, a guilty devil, I 
am sure my well-beloved is God, and my Christ is God. 
And when I say my Christ is God, I have said all things, 
I can say no more. I [wish] I could build as much on this, 
My Christ is God, as it would bear: I might lay all the world 
upon it.”

I wish you and yours a God-glorifying commemoration of 
the human birth of our precious God-man Redeemer.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.



the messianic content and intent of Psalm 8 are confirmed 
four times in the New Testament. In answer to His enemies 
and would-be conspirators who protested the children’s 
praise of Him on Palm Sunday, Jesus asked them if they 
had never read, “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise” (Matt. 21:16, quoting Ps. 8:2 and 
ref lecting the interpretation of the Septuagint). Twice Paul 
explains Christ’s resurrection, exaltation, and dominion in 
terms of Psalm 8 (1 Cor. 15; Eph. 1). Most significantly, 
Hebrews 2 interprets Psalm 8 as a description of the Incar-
nation and earned exaltation of Christ. The whole psalm 
is a song highlighting the greatness and grace of God that 
points to the Lord Jesus as the only means by which fallen 
man can come to the enjoyment and experience of the privi-
leged rank God assigned to man in creation.

Although verses 5 and 6 are the principal messianic 
statements, thus having independent significance, they 
are an integral part of the argument of the whole psalm. I 
want to focus my comments on these two verses, but I must 
first set them in the overall context. That the psalm begins 
and ends with the same statement marks this as a hymn of 
praise: “O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in 
all the earth.” This refrain says three things about God that 
reveal His glory and establish the topic for thanksgiving. 

(1) The name “LORD” is Jehovah and identifies God 
as the covenant Savior of His people. Although this name 
reveals much about God’s eternal self-sufficiency and abso-
lute independence (I AM that I AM), it is uniquely the sal-
vation name that He revealed in covenant promise. (2) The 
title “Lord” is Adonai: it identifies God as the absolute 
Sovereign over everything. He is the Owner, the Master, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords. (3) That His name is 
excellent declares that His entire Being, with every infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable perfection, is majestically glori-
ous throughout the earth. The Lord our Savior has fixed 
His glory indelibly over all creation. 

(2) Having established the fact of God’s glory, the 
psalmist David testifies to God’s greatness and expresses 
his amazement that such greatness could be so gracious and 
condescending (vv. 2–4). The praising babes and sucklings 
testify to God’s ironic use of weak things to confound the 
mighty. His using frail and defenseless beings to silence His 
enemies demonstrates His great power. This is a particular 
group of children who evidence far greater spiritual percep-
tion than religious leaders and professionals when they sing 
their hosannas to the Lord Jesus. Along with the infant 
chorus, the immense creation of the universe declares the 
same great glory. Notwithstanding the incomprehensible 
vastness of the universe, its existence is but the intricate 
fingerwork of God. If such an immense universe with all its 
complexities is but fingerwork, how infinitely great must be 
the “fingers” that created! From the beginning of creation 
until the end of time, the heavens have constantly declared 
and will unceasingly declare the glory of God (see Ps. 19:1). 
If the heavens are preaching and singing anything, it is “My 
God, how great Thou art.” 

(3) Considering the vastness of creation with its unfail-
ing testimony to God’s greatness raised the question in 
David’s mind as to why God would give such special atten-
tion to man. He used two designations that contrasted man’s 
puniness with creation’s vastness. “What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou visit-
est him?” The first word, “man,” underscores man’s frailty, 
mortality, and impotence. The second expression, “the son 
of man (adam),” also represents man’s inherent weakness and 
insignificance as earthy. Could this part of the psalm have 
been in Paul’s mind when he said of Adam, “The first man 
is of the earth, earthy” (1 Cor. 15:47)? I think so. Sadly, 
man did not live up to what God made him to be. Made 
upright, he fell into sin (Eccl. 7:29). Yet notwithstanding 
the failure and frailty, God with divine purpose set His 
mind and special attention on man (the meaning of “visit”). 
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The Lord intervened in the affairs of man. The thought of 
that condescending grace amazed David. This statement 
of the grace God deigned to bestow is the transition to the 
messianic text.

Verses	5	and	6	attest	to	man’s	creation	in	the	image	of	
God and his subsequent dominion over everything else cre-
ated. The Genesis account clearly sets Adam apart from the 
rest of creation as the only being created in God’s image and 
the only created being requiring the breath of God to live. 
Although there are several significant implications of man’s 
having been created in God’s image, the main ref lection of 
it in Genesis was Adam’s being commissioned with domin-
ion over the rest of creation. It was not long before Adam 
fell, plunging his entire race into sin, making dominion a 
struggle, and severely marring, though not losing, the image 
of God. Psalm 8:5–6, however, speaks of a man who honor-
ably and unfailingly fulfilled the high station God intended 
for man. It points to the “last Adam,” “the second man.” 
Whereas the first man was of the earth, the second man is 
“the Lord from heaven” (1 Cor. 15:45–47). Everything the 
first Adam lost, the second Adam regained. This points to 
Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became the Ideal 
Man. In absolute perfection Jesus Christ was the “image of 
the invisible God” and the “brightness of his glory and the 
express image of his person” (Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3). I would 
suggest that Psalm 8 provided the foundation theology for 
Paul’s analogy between Adam and Christ.

The New Testament helpfully confirms the messianic 
intent of this text, but it does not create it. Messianic clues 
and the ideality/uniqueness principle contextually point to 
Christ. The first clue comes from the opening statement, 
“Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels.” The 
word “made” is not a word of creation that we would expect 
if the reference were to the first Adam. Rather, it literally 
means “to diminish,” “to take away from,” or “to deprive.” 
The very meaning of the word requires the existence of the 

object or person being diminished. Adam, obviously, had no 
existence prior to his creation, but Christ eternally existed 
prior to His birth. It is a most vivid term to describe the 
humiliation of the Incarnation. It parallels closely Paul’s 
great Incarnation passage that declares that Christ, being 
in the form of God, “made himself of no reputation” (Phil. 
2:6–7). The word translated “a little lower” can be a tem-
poral as well as a spatial word. The idea is that, for a little 
while, God positioned His Son beneath the status of angels. 
The humiliation element of the Incarnation was not forever; 
it lasted only long enough for Christ to perform the neces-
sary obedience to merit and restore life to the race of which 
He was the Head, the second Adam. In this temporary 
humiliation He, “by the grace of God,” tasted “death for 
every man” (Heb. 2:9). 

Unlike the first Adam who had the glory and lost it, 
the second Adam started in humiliation and regained the 
honor and glory. The logic and order of verse 5 parallel 
Paul’s in Philippians 2. After Christ humbled Himself, 
becoming obedient unto death, God highly exalted Him. 
Similarly, Peter saw in the resurrection, ascension, and ses-
sion of Christ at God’s right hand that Christ and the angels 
were again both in their right place (1 Peter 3:21–22). “All 
things are put under His feet” pictures triumphant victory: 
all power and authority belong to Christ. He earned it and 
He deserves it. Paul applied this merited exaltation both 
to Christ’s mediatorial kingship over His church (Eph. 1) 
and to the end of time when the last enemy, death itself, is 
destroyed (1 Cor. 15). While the specific details may not be 
as obvious in Psalm 8 as in the New Testament, the essential 
theology is the same. Psalm 8 is indeed a Christmas Song. 
The Messiah as the Ideal Man was and is something to sing 
about: Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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pEOpLE READ ThIS pASSAGE and shud-
der. Even when read in context, it seems that 
momentary biblical amnesia sets in, and noth-
ing remains on the page but these words. “Have 
I committed the unpardonable sin?” is the 
inevitable question. Ever wondered that? I’m 
sure you have. 

No immediate answer is given as to what 
precisely this sin is. Because of this, we often 
fill in the gaps with what someone else has said 
about this passage, or our own experience and 
feelings. We make all kinds of assumptions 
that have absolutely no basis in fact. Then, after 
rambling over severe possibilities, we comfort 
ourselves with the often-repeated phrase, “No 
one who is worried that they have committed 
this sin has actually committed it.” While that 
statement is true, it hardly answers the ques-
tion of what the unpardonable sin actually is. 
So let’s look for a moment at the passage and 
see what we find. 

ThE CONTExT
The key to this passage lies in verse 30, “Because 
they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” These 
words are almost a sidebar, as if the Holy Spirit 
pauses the event, draws near, and tells us the 
reason this warning was given by our Lord. In 
verses 28 and 29, the Son is speaking of sin-
ning against the Spirit. In verse 30, the Spirit 
interprets to show us that the sin against the 
Spirit is actually a sin against the Son. If we 
see anything at all in verses 29 and 30, it is how 
jealous the Son is of the Spirit’s honor and the 
Spirit of the Son’s. 

“But he that shall blaspheme against  
the holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, 

but is in danger of eternal  
damnation” (Mark 3:29).uTHE  

UNPARDONABLE  
SIN
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Second, where were these words spoken? In Galilee. We 
read that the Lord was “going through every city and village 
preaching, and showing the glad tidings of the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 8:1). The Gospels tell us that, among the 
Galileans, there was an incredible amount of ignorance, 
superstition, and unbelief. Yet the greatest opposition to 
Christ’s ministry did not come from them; it came from the 
scribes and Pharisees who came all the way from Jerusalem 
(Mark 3:22). Not only did these serious, religious leaders 
show their unbelief, but they also went everywhere, stalking 
the Lord, trying to provoke, entrap, and misrepresent His 
words. They painted Him as a drunken glutton. They said 
He was not only possessed by a devil, but that everything 
He did was done under the power and inf luence of Satan 
himself. This is the reason Mark adds, “Because they said, 
He hath an unclean spirit.” It becomes the context in under-
standing the nature of the unpardonable sin. 

When we look at this event from all parts of the Gos-
pels, we f ind Christ had just f inished working one of 
the greatest miracles of His ministry. We are told that 
a mute, blind, and possessed man was healed by Christ. 
There could hardly be a clearer or more direct example 
of Satan’s infernal hatred to mankind than this. Here was 
a man, naturally cut off on every side. He couldn’t see, 
so no miracle could teach him. He couldn’t speak, so no 
conversation could enlighten him. He couldn’t hear, so no 
preaching could instruct him. He was completely cut off 
from all hope of ever seeing or hearing the truth. If human 
ignorance were ever an excuse for any soul, this would be 
the perfect example. 

But if our eyes are open, in this single miracle we actually 
witness a face-to-face collision between the prince of dark-
ness and the Prince of Light. If there ever was a time when 
we would expect the Pharisees to take the side of Christ, 
it is here. And the fact that the scribes and Pharisees, the 
most enlightened and conservative people in the land, chose 
rejection and prejudice instead of truth, is amazing! 

At this event, the greatness of their hostility comes 
pouring out. What we witness here is the growing weed 
of what will soon be spoken by these men, “Not this man 
but Barabbas.” Here in Galilee, we hear similar words, 
“He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons 
he is driving out demons!” The context, as J. C. Ryle says, 
is this, “It is a combination of clear intellectual knowledge 
of the gospel, with deliberate rejection of it, and willful 
choice of sin. It is a union of light in the head, and hatred 
in the heart.” 

ThE SIN
The scribes and Pharisees sinned in two ways: first, by 
rejecting the work of the Holy Spirit, and, second, by imput-
ing His work to Satan. What makes this sin especially hei-
nous is that it was not done in ignorance. Remember, these 
men were nothing like the half-enlightened, superstitious 

Galileans of the region. They were men of The Book. They 
did not speak these words out of some passing fit of emo-
tion. They did it deliberately, decisively, and repeatedly. 
They did it with their eyes wide open, out of the desperate 
darkness of their hearts. Remember, they delivered Christ 
to be crucified out of envy (Matt. 27:18). 

The greatness of this sin lies in the fact that in this 
miracle we have more divine love and power, more of God 
Himself, than almost any other miracle in the New Testa-
ment. It is one of the fullest and most complete manifesta-
tions of God’s character as a loving, healing, pardoning, and 
redeeming God. It is a work where we can clearly see the 
Father’s love and power, the Son’s love and power, and the 
Spirit’s love and power for lost souls. 

Yet this work of the Holy Spirit, this miracle of triune 
love, is attributed to Satan. In reality, it was calling God 
the devil and the devil God. It was calling heaven hell and 
hell heaven. It was not only a rejection of Christ; it was not 
only unbelief; it was not only refusing divine testimony to 
Christ’s Messiahship—it was something beyond all these. 
It was the substitution of darkness for light. It was replacing 
Satan for Christ and Christ for Satan. It was a willingness 
to acknowledge Satan as the worker of miracles rather than 
Christ. It was despising the Holy Spirit so deeply that they 
said the Second Person of the Trinity had “an evil spirit,” 
insisting that He worked for Satan. 

But have you ever noticed that our Lord does not say 
that these Pharisees had actually committed the unpardon-
able sin? The dreadful words regarding the unpardonable 
sin are spoken as words of warning. “But is in danger of,” 
are Christ’s exact words. Even here there is grace mingled 
with judgment. The Lord is pointing to the horrible cliff 
these Pharisees were fast approaching and warning them to 
stay away from it. He sounded the alarm, even to His hat-
ers, warning them of the abyss they were about to plunge 
themselves into. 

So then, this sin is a peculiar kind of sin. It is not the 
same as unbelief. It is not just blasphemy against Christ and 
His work. It is not only sinning against light and knowledge. 
It is not just repeated, prolonged, or deep backsliding, as bad 
as all these sins are. It was more. It was ascribing the Spirit’s 
work	to	someone	other	than	Christ.	Verse	28	says,	“Verily	
I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of 
men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blas-
pheme.” Incidentally, why is it that in this verse we forget 
that “all sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men”? Why 
don’t we take that away from the verse? All sin! Blasphemy? 
Yes. Rejection and unbelief? Yes. Sinning against both light 
and knowledge? Yes. All can be forgiven. Name the sin: it 
is forgivable. Did you even know this promise was in the 
text? It is probably the more important of the two! We do 
not see as we should the great forgiveness found in Christ 
for any kind of sin. 
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This sin is something special, something open and plain, 
something deliberate and vindictive, something which 
would make man’s state hopeless and seal his doom forever. 
It is something connected directly to the Holy Spirit, which 
involves open-faced blasphemy against Him and His saving 
work. It’s a greater sin than denying Christ. Greater than 
scourging, beating, and crucifying the living Lord of glory. 
Oh how incredibly hateful this sin is! He said this because 
they were saying, “He hath an unclean spirit.”

Some commentators argue that this sin could only have 
been committed during the physical ministry of Christ on 
earth. Without being dogmatic, Hebrews 6:4–6 seems to 
indicate the sin is still possible. Even if this is not the case, 
are there not similar sins that approach the unpardonable 
sin without actually committing it? 

One example of a sin that approaches the unpardonable 
sin is rejecting the many motions of the Spirit upon the 
conscience, knowing it is from God. We are not saying 
it is the unpardonable sin, but it perilously approaches it. 
Be careful how you speak of the mysteries of the Spirit. 
Those who rush to judgment may be closer to the sin of 
the Pharisees than they realize. Their zeal for sound words, 
which they prided themselves in, only identify them as 
haters of the Lord.

A denial of the mysterious and secret moving of the 
Spirit in conversion looks very much like a denial of the 
Spirit’s work, just as a disdain of the doctrine of assurance 
looks like a questioning of the finished work of Christ and 
a denial of His sufficiency to give immediate peace to the 
converted heart. Beware of secretly rejecting the things of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Professing Christians, beware of standing in judgment 
over the Word of God and saying how the Spirit does or 
does not work. We can come perilously close to this sin 
when we begin to criticize the work of the Spirit. Instead, 
let us test the spirits over against the whole counsel of the 
Word of God. 

To quote Ryle again, the unpardonable sin is “a combi-
nation of clear intellectual knowledge of the Gospel, with 
deliberate rejection of it, and willful choice of sin. It is a 
union of light in the head, and hatred in the heart.” It is 
ascribing the work of the Spirit to the work of the devil. 
Only the Spirit knows the heart. It is likely that none of 
us have ever done this. But we come very close when there 
is a work of God upon the conscience and we continue 
to refuse Him—when we know that we must not deny 
Him but refuse to acknowledge that this movement is sent  
from God. 

SOME hELpS
What are some helps in avoiding the unpardonable sin? 
Here are a few.

First, honor the Holy Spirit and His work. As the third 
person of the Trinity, equal with the Father and the Son, 

He is owed your worship. If the Spirit prompts you to 
action in reference to the gospel, do not ignore it. Never 
overlook the Spirit or undervalue His power or His love. 
Let us never lose sight of His great work in the church 
and in individual hearts. Without His sovereign hand, 
there is no conversion, no faith, no repentance, no saving 
knowledge. Let those who deny His work, or explain it as 
self deception or mere emotion, think how much they are 
dishonoring the Spirit and how near they approach the 
unpardonable sin.

Second, prize the Holy Spirit as Christ’s gift. He is the 
promise of the Father. He is the gift of the Son. In Him, 
all other gifts for sinners are stored and given. He is the 
applier of Christ’s purchased redemption. He is the Agent 
of Christ on earth who grants repentance and forgive-
ness by pouring out Himself. We need not fear a refusal 
from such a Savior. But we need to fear in refusing such a 
Spirit-work.

Third, beware of grieving and quenching the Holy 
Spirit. Acts 7:51 tells us that Israel’s greatest sin was their 
“resisting the Holy Spirit.” Isaiah 63 says, “They rebelled 
and vexed his Holy Spirit.” Beware of Israel’s sin. Do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit by your unbelief and hardness of 
heart. He will not always strive with man.

Fourth, receive the Christ of whom the Holy Spirit tes-
tifies. His work is to glorify Christ, to show Christ. He 
is willing to do this for sinners: to show you your need of 
Christ, to show you Christ’s sufficiency, to give you true and 
beautiful thoughts of Christ. What great danger there is in 
turning Him away! 

Fifth, do not mock the Spirit. Jehovah’s words are dread-
ful in Isaiah 22: “Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your 
bands [chains] be made strong.” Do not ridicule the things 
of God. Do not speak evil of others or their walk of faith 
or their experience. That is between them and the Spirit. 
How do you know that their experience or path is not the 
Spirit’s work? Do not sit in judgment over others in either 
slow or sudden conversions. Beware of irreverence, joking, 
or f lippancy in speaking of the things of God and the mat-
ters of eternity. Judge nothing before its time. And if you 
must judge, make sure that your judgment honors the Spirit 
of truth and holiness.

And lastly, remember the most important portion of 
this	text,	“Verily	I	say	unto	you,	All	sins	shall	be	forgiven	
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever 
they shall blaspheme.” All sins—what an amazing promise! 
There is forgiveness for one like you and me, whatever your 
sins are. Only do not reject the Spirit’s moving. Harden not 
your heart. Christ is able and ready to save. y

Rev. Jerrold Lewis is the pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Pompton 
Plains, New Jersey.
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5
Dr. George Lawson (1749–1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 
1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As 
a professor of theology he trained scores of men for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for 
his sermons and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less known is his scarce work, 
Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided 
into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of 
practical, savory truth. As space allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below is the fourth part of the second chapter.

We read of many wicked persons in the days of Isaiah and 
Micah who called themselves of the “Holy City,” and stayed 
themselves upon “the God of Israel, whose name is the Lord of 
Hosts,” but not in truth and in righteousness (Isa.48:1, 2; Micah 
3:11). When the ancient Jews apostatized from God, they still 
hoped that He would save them from their enemies, because 
they were His peculiar people; because His temple was amongst 
them; because they were the seed of the patriarchs; because they 
thought their crimes were no crimes at all, or at least not such 
as deserved the wrath of God (Jer. 2:23–35; 7:4; Isa. 58:1–3).

A similar spirit is manifested now-a-days by those who build 
their hopes of salvation on the gospel privileges they enjoy, or on 
their fancied innocence, or their good wishes and resolutions. If 
they look for eternal life, in some measure, to the free grace of 
God, they also look for at least a part of it to themselves. They 
cannot deny that they are sinners, but refuse to believe that sin 
is so malignant in its nature as to expose men, by a righteous 
sentence, to everlasting condemnation. Such persons presume 
upon the mercy of the Lord, and seek safety in what they shall 
discover to be a “refuge of lies” (Isa. 28:16, 17).

So it is with those who in their unscriptural views regard 
Christ as if He were a Savior from hell, but not a Savior from 
sin; and who put asunder what God has inseparably joined 
together—salvation from sin and salvation from wrath. To such 
men eternal misery is the object of dread, but deliverance from 
the bondage of corruption is a matter of comparative indiffer-
ence. They forget that where there is pardon there must also 
be purity. “Thou shalt call his name Jesus,” said the angel, “for 
he shall save his people from their sins”; from their power and 
defilement, no less than from their guilt and penalty.

Our faith must correspond to the characters under which 
Christ is set before us in the gospel.

These are all suited to our needs as sinful creatures. The 
first thing that disquiets an awakened sinner is the conscious-
ness of guilt. The number and heinousness of his sins are vividly 
impressed on his mind, and he feels that on account of them 
he has become exposed to God’s righteous displeasure. But 
when his eyes are opened to see the excellency of Christ as an 
atonement for sin, he rests on Him, and is emboldened to say, 
“Iniquities prevail against me; but as for our transgressions thou 
shalt purge them away. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall be clean: thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than  
snow.” For surely Christ was “wounded for our transgressions, 

he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5).

Unconverted persons are apt to imagine that it is in their own 
power to deliver themselves from the dominion of sin whenever 
they choose to put forth their full strength; and this most of them 
intend doing when they have had their fill of the pleasures of sin.

Widely different from this are the feelings of the man who 
has been really roused from spiritual sleep. He feels that he can 
no more deliver himself from the power of his lusts than he 
can merit the forgiveness of his iniquities. He groans under the 
oppression of his spiritual enemies, and feels that deliverance 
can come to him through Christ alone. On Him therefore he 
depends for sanctification as well as righteousness, knowing 
that “he bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that we 
being dead unto sin should live unto righteousness, by whose 
stripes ye were healed” (1 Cor. 6:11; Rom. 7:24, 25).

The lusts that war in our members are dangerous foes, but 
we must wrestle likewise with principalities and powers. It is 
folly to imagine that anyone can triumph over such enemies in 
his own strength. The true believer trusts for safety and victory 
to the Captain of his salvation (Eph. 6:11, 12).

We are called to the discharge of many duties, none of which 
by our own might can we perform in a manner acceptable; but 
Christ is revealed to our faith as the “lord our strength,” and we 
are invited to rely on Him for all needful supplies of His Spirit, 
as well as for the acceptance of all our holy services (Phil. 4:13). 
We cannot walk alone in safety through this ensnaring world. 
But we have a Guide of unerring skill and almighty power in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, whom God has given for a Witness to 
the people, for a Leader and Commander to the people. We are 
to commit ourselves to His guidance, that we may be led by His 
Word and Spirit to the place where He dwells, and where we 
hope to be with Him forever (Ps. 74:24).

While in this world, we need also daily supplies for the 
present life. For these also we must depend on Christ, to whom 
all judgment is committed by the Father (Matt. 6:26–34). 
Here also we may lay our account with constant changes in 
our condition and relationships; but, through faith, we shall 
amid them all maintain a peaceful, happy frame of mind; for 
it will enable us to live under the powers of the world to come, 
and make us feel that all earthly vicissitudes will turn to the 
furtherance of our salvation, and that in all things, whether by 
death or life, Christ will be magnified in us.

       in Christ (4) These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. —JOhN 20:31

Faith
|  George LawsonExpERIENTIAL ChRISTIANITY
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This is a very humbling and at the same time very blessed 
word to the true disciple. It was very humbling to the dis-
ciples to be told that they had not chosen Christ. Your 
wants were so many, your hearts were so hard, that ye have 
not chosen Me. And yet it was exceedingly comforting to 
the disciples to be told that He had chosen them: “Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you.” This showed them 
that His love was first with them; that He had a love for 
them when they were dead. And then, in John 15:16, He 
showed them that it was love that would make them holy: 
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain.”

Let us take up the truths in this verse as they occur. Men 
naturally do not choose Christ: “Ye have not chosen me.” 
This was true of the apostles; this is true of all that will ever 
believe to the end of the world. The natural ear is so deaf 
that it cannot hear; the natural eye is so blind that it cannot 
see Christ. It is true in one sense that every disciple chooses 
Christ, but it is when God opens the eye to see Him; it is 
when God gives strength to the withered arm to embrace 
Him. But Christ’s meaning is, you would never have cho-
sen Me if I had not chosen you. It is quite true that when 
God opens a sinner’s heart, he chooses Christ and none but 
Christ. It is quite true that a heart that is quickened by the 
Spirit always chooses Christ and none but Christ, and will 
forgo all the world for Christ. But the truth here taught us 
is that every awakened sinner is willing to embrace Christ, 
but not until they are made willing. Those of you who have 
been awakened, you did not choose Christ. If a physician 
were to come into your house and say he had come to cure 
you of your disease, if you felt that you were not diseased, 
you would say, I have no need of you, go to my neighbor. 
This is what you do with Christ. He offers to cure you, but 
you say you are not diseased; He offers to cover your naked 
soul with His obedience, but you say you have no need of 
that covering.

Another reason why you do not choose Christ is that you 
see no beauty in Him. He is a root out of a dry ground in 
which there is no beauty. You see no beauty in His Person, 
no beauty in His obedience, no glory in His cross. You see 
Him not, and therefore you do not choose Him.

Another reason why you do not choose Christ is that you 
do not want to be made holy by Him. “He shall be called 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matt. 

1:21). But you love your sin, you love your pleasure, therefore 
when the Son of God comes and says, He will save you from 
your sin, you say, I love my sin, I love my pleasure. So you 
can never come to terms with Christ: “ye have not chosen 
me”; although I died, yet you have not chosen Me. I have 
spoken to you many years, and yet you have not chosen me. 
I have sent you my Bible to instruct you, and yet you have 
not chosen Me. This accusation will meet you in the judg-
ment. I would have covered you with My obedience, but ye 
would not have Me.

Christ chooses His own disciples: “I have chosen you.” 
Christ looked upon them with a look of divine benignity, 
and said, “I have chosen you.” Every one whom He brings 
to glory, He chooses.

As to the time when He chooses them, I observe that 
it was before they believed. “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you”; it is as much as to say, I began with you, 
you did not begin with Me. You will notice this in Acts 
18:9–10, “Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a 
vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: for 
I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee; 
for I have much people in this city.” Paul was in Corinth, 
the most lascivious and wicked city in the ancient world. 
They were given over to banqueting and grievous idolatry, 
and yet Christ said to Paul, “I have much people in this 
city.” They had not chosen Christ, but He had chosen them; 
they had not repented, yet Christ fixed His eye on them. 
Christ chooses His own before they seek Him.

But further, Christ chooses His own from the begin-
ning: “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for 
you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:13); 
“According as he had chosen us in him before the founda-
tion of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love” (Eph. 1:4). So, it was before the founda-
tion of the world that Christ chose His own—when there 
was neither sun nor moon, when there was neither sea nor 
land—it was from the beginning. It was before man loved 
man, or angel loved angel, that Christ chose His own. I 
know the meaning of Paul when he says, “That you may 
be able to know the length and the breadth, the height and 
the depth of the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge” 
(Eph. 3:18–19). I am not surprised at the death of Christ! It 
was a love so great that it broke over the banks that held it 
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in, a love that broke over a Calvary and a Gethsemane. O 
brethren, do you know this love?

But I come now to the reason of His love: “Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you.” Now, it is a very natural 
question, Why did He choose me? I answer that the reason 
why He chose you was the good pleasure of His will. You 
will see this illustrated in Mark 3:13: “And he goeth up into 
a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they 
came unto him.” There was a great crowd round about Him; 
He called some, He did not call all. The reason here given 
why He did it is that “He called whom he would.” There is 
no reason in the creature; the reason is in Him who chooses. 
You will see this in Malachi 1:2–3: “I have loved you, saith 
the LORD; yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not 
Esau Jacob’s brother? saith the LORD; yet I loved Jacob, 
and I hated Esau.” Were they not of the same mother? Yet 
I loved Jacob and I hated Esau. The only reason given, you 
see, is “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy.” You 
will see this also in Romans 9:15–16.

The only reason given in the Bible why Christ loved 
us—and if you study till you die you will not find another—
is, “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy.” This is 
evident from all those that Christ chooses. We read of two 
great apostasies: one on earth, the other in heaven. First of 
all, one in heaven: Lucifer, the son of the morning, through 
pride, sinned, and God cast him and those that sinned with 
him into hell. The second was on earth: Adam sinned and 
was driven out of Paradise. They were both deserving of 
punishment. God had a purpose of love; which is it for? Per-
haps angels pleaded for their fellow angels; yet Christ passed 
them by and died for man. Why did He die for man? The 
answer is, “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy.”

The same thing is evident in the individuals Christ 
chooses. You would think that Christ would choose the rich, 
and yet what says James? “Hath not God chosen the poor of 
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which he 
hath promised to them that love him?” (James 2:5).

Again, you would think Christ would choose the noble; 
they have not the prejudices that the poor have; but what 
does the Scripture say? “Not many mighty, not many noble 
are called” (1 Cor. 1:26).

Again, you would think He would choose those that 
are learned. The Bible is written in difficult language; its 
doctrines are hard to be understood. Yet what says Christ? 
“I thank thee, O Father, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes” (Matt. 11:25).

Again, you would think He would have chosen the vir-
tuous. Though there are none righteous, yet there are some 
more virtuous than others; yet what says Christ? The pub-
licans and harlots enter the kingdom of heaven while the 
Pharisee is shut out. “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out” (Rom. 11:33)! 

Why did he take the most vile? Here is the only reason I 
have been able to find ever since I read my Bible: “I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compas-
sion on whom I will have compassion.”

Christ chooses some that seek Him and not others. 
There was a young ruler came to Christ and said, “Good 
Master, what good thing shall I do that I may inherit eternal 
life?” (Matt. 19:16). He was in earnest, yet something came 
in the way, and he went back. A woman who was a sinner 
came behind Christ, weeping, and she also was in earnest. 
Christ said regarding her, “Her sins which are many are 
forgiven her” (Luke 7:47–48). What made the difference? 
“I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy.” He called 
unto Him whom He would. Be humbled under the sover-
eignty of God!

But I hasten to the third and last point: “I have ordained 
you that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain.” Christ not only chooses who are to 
be saved, but He chooses the way; He not only chooses the 
beginning and the end, He chooses the middle also. “God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth” (2 Thess. 
2:13). “According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love” (Eph. 1:4). And in Romans 8:30, 
it is said, “Whom he did predestinate, them he also called; 
and whom he called them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he glorified.” Salvation is like a golden chain 
let down from heaven to earth; two links are the hands of 
God, election and final salvation; but some of the links are 
on earth, conversion, adoption, etc. Christ never chooses a 
man to believe and then leap into glory. This takes away the 
feet from all objections raised against this holy doctrine of 
election. Some perhaps say, If I am elected, I will be saved; 
until then I will live as I like. No; if you live an unholy life, 
you will not be saved. Some may say, If I am not elected I 
will not be saved, so I will do as I like. Whether you are 
elected or not, I know not, but this I know—if you believe 
on Christ you will be saved.

Let me ask you: have you believed on Christ? Let me ask 
you another question: do you bear His whole image? Then 
you are elected, and will be saved. But if there are any here 
who have not believed on Christ, and who do not live a holy 
life, then, whatever you think now, you will find it true that 
you were among those who were passed by.

Those who deny election deny that God can have mercy. 
Oh, it is a sweet truth that God can have mercy! There is 
nothing in the hardness of your hearts that will keep God 
from having mercy on you. Go away home with this truth, 
that God can have mercy. “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you.”

Robert Murray M‘Cheyne (1813–1843) was a powerful young preacher in 
Dundee, Scotland who died at age 29.
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The Golden Age of Puritan Preaching
The Puritan movement from the mid-sixteenth cen-

tury to the late seventeenth century has been called a 
golden age of preaching. Through the preaching and the 

publication of sermons, the Puritans sought to reform the 
church and the everyday lives of the people. With few excep-
tions, Puritan ministers were great preachers who lovingly and 
passionately proclaimed the whole counsel of God set forth 
in Holy Scripture. No group of preachers in church history 
has matched their biblical, doctrinal, experiential, and practi-
cal preaching. This article underscores the glory of Puritan 
preaching by looking at the primacy of preaching, passion for 
preaching, power in preaching, and plainness in preaching.

Pr i m ac y o f Pr e ac h i n g
The Puritans had a profound sense that God built His church 
primarily by the instrument of preaching. This understanding 
created an ethos where preaching stood at the center of wor-
ship and devotion. 

The substance of preaching is declaring God’s Word to men. 
John Preston said that the preacher is “an ambassador…who 
speaks to the people instead of God, in the name of Christ.” 

Preaching is God’s great converting ordinance, they said. 
Seldom would anyone be converted apart from it. William 
Ames wrote, “Preaching is the ordinance of God, sanctified 
for the begetting of faith, for the opening of the understanding, 
for the drawing of the will and affections to Christ.” Thomas 
Cartwright said preaching is vitally necessary above merely 
reading the Bible: “As the fire stirred giveth more heat, so 
the Word, as it were blown by preaching, f lameth more in the 
hearers, than when it is read.” 

Other than the Holy Spirit, the ascended Christ bestows no 
higher gift on earth than the call to preach to His New Testa-
ment church, said Richard Sibbes. “This is a gift of all gifts, 
the ordinance of preaching. God esteems it so, Christ esteems it 
so, and so should we esteem it.” Therefore the Puritans put the 
pulpit rather than the altar at the center of their churches, put 
preaching rather than the sacraments at the center of their wor-
ship, and regarded a personal call to the ministry as essential. 

Such a perspective made each sermon a momentous occa-
sion. “There is not a sermon which is heard, but it sets us nearer 
heaven or hell,” wrote John Preston. One of John Cotton’s 
listeners wrote in response to a sermon, “Mr. Cotton preaches 
with such authority, demonstration, and life that, methinks, 
when he preaches…I hear the Lord Jesus Christ speaking in 
my heart.” Richard Sibbes said, “Preaching is the chariot that 
carries Christ up and down the world.”

Pa s s i o n f o r Pr e ac h i n g
Puritan preaching was driven by an inward passion created by 
the Spirit of God. The Puritans loved the gospel of Christ. They 

loved to proclaim the entire gospel, which included diagnosing 
the plight of man in his sin, emphasizing the sufficiency of Christ 
in His humiliation and exaltation, and offering grace while pro-
claiming the demands of evangelical repentance and faith. 

Puritan preaching involves declaring redemption by focus-
ing on the saving work of all three Persons of the Trinity, while 
simultaneously calling sinners to a life of faith and commit-
ment and warning that the gospel will condemn forever those 
who persist in unbelief and impenitence. 

The Puritans loved to glorify the triune God by preaching 
Christ—biblically, doctrinally, and typologically. Preaching 
Christ with winsomeness and grace was the most essential task 
of the Puritan preacher. Samuel Rutherford said he had but “one 
joy” next to Christ, that is, “to preach Christ.” The best ser-
mons, they said, are those that the preacher first preaches to his 
own heart—especially when that heart is ravished with Christ. 

Furthermore, the Puritans loved the people they preached 
to and relentlessly sought their conversion and edification. 
Puritan preachers understood that the minister with great 
preaching gifts who failed to love his people would fail miser-
ably in his calling. They knew that to fail in love is to fail in all. 

They said a minister must strive to preach and shepherd his 
people with so much love that he mirrors the Father’s love as pic-
tured in the father’s reception of the prodigal son and his response 
to his elder brother (Luke 15:11–32). They tenderly invited the 
weak, doubting Christians to draw near to the Father through 
Christ. Baxter wrote, “The whole course of our ministry must 
be carried on in a tender love to our people…. When the people 
see that you unfeignedly [sincerely] love them, they will hear 
anything, and bear anything, and follow you the more easily.”

P ow er i n Pr e ac h i n g
Puritan preaching addressed the mind with clarity. This preach-
ing was directed to people as rational beings. The Puritans viewed 
the mind as the palace of faith. They refused to set mind and 
heart against each other, teaching that knowledge was the soil in 
which the Spirit planted the seed of regeneration. John Preston 
stressed that reason is elevated in conversion, and Cotton Mather 
added that ignorance is the mother of heresy rather than of devo-
tion. Thus they informed the mind with biblical knowledge and 
reasoned with the mind through biblical logic. They understood 
that a mindless Christianity fosters a spineless Christianity. 

Puritan preaching confronted the conscience pointedly. The 
Puritans regarded the consciences of sinners as the “light of 
nature.” Plain preaching named specific sins, then asked ques-
tions to press home the guilt of those sins upon the consciences 
of men, women, and children. As one Puritan wrote, “We must 
go with the stick of divine truth and beat every bush behind 
which a sinner hides, until like Adam who hid, he stands before 
God in his nakedness.” Only then he will cry to be clothed in 
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the righteousness of Christ. So the Puritans preached urgently, 
directly, and specifically to the conscience, taking seriously 
Christ’s command “that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name” (Luke 24:47). 

Puritan preaching wooed the heart passionately. Their 
preaching was affectionate, zealous, and optimistic. Walter 
Cradock said to his f lock, “We are not sent to get galley-
slaves to the oars…but He sends us to woo you as spouses, to 
marry you to Christ.” The Puritans used compelling preaching, 
personal pleading, earnest praying, biblical reasoning, solemn 
warning, joyful living—any means they could—to turn sin-
ners from the road of destruction and to God via the mind, the 
conscience, and the heart—in that order. 

Pl a i n n e s s i n Pr e ac h i n g
In terms of style, the Puritans believed in a plain style of preach-
ing. This plainness did not mean anti-intellectualism, but a 
simple and clear communication from the Bible to the mind, 
then into the heart, and then outward to direct the conduct. 
Henry Smith said, “To preach simply, is not to preach unlearn-
edly, nor confusedly, but plainly and perspicuously [clearly], that 
the simplest which doth hear, may understand what is taught, 
as if he did hear his name.” Cotton Mather wrote in his eulogy 
for John Eliot, a great Puritan missionary to the Native Ameri-
cans, that his “way of preaching was very plain; so that the very 
lambs might wade into his discourses on those texts and themes, 
wherein elephants might swim.” Increase Mather wrote of the 
preaching of his father, Richard: “His way of preaching was 
plain, aiming to shoot his arrows not over his people’s heads, 
but into their hearts and consciences.” 

The first part of a Puritan sermon was exegetical and expo-
sitional; the second, doctrinal and didactic; and the third, 
applicatory. First, Puritan preaching was biblical, that is, an 
exposition of the text of the Bible. “The faithful Minister, like 
unto Christ, [is] one that preacheth nothing but the word of 
God,” said Puritan Edward Dering. John Owen agreed: “The 
first and principal duty of a pastor is to feed the f lock by dili-
gent preaching of the word.” 

Second, the exposition of Scripture led the Puritans to 
develop clear and well-defined doctrines. Puritan preaching 
recognized that all biblical doctrine centers on Christ. Accord-
ing to Thomas Adams, “Christ is the sum of the whole Bible, 
prophesied, typified, prefigured, exhibited, demonstrated, to 
be found in every leaf, almost in every line, the Scriptures 
being but as it were the swaddling bands of the child Jesus.” 
“Think of Christ as the very substance, marrow, soul, and scope 
of the whole Scriptures,” Isaac Ambrose said. Robert Bolton 
agreed: “Jesus Christ is offered most freely, and without excep-
tion of any person, every Sabbath, every Sermon.” Preaching 
the doctrines of Christ naturally led them also to preach other 
doctrines in connection to Christ, such as the doctrines of the 
triune God, of sin, and of sanctification and self-denial. 

Third, the teaching of doctrine led to the application, often 
called the “uses” of the text, which could become lengthy as the 

minister applied Scripture to various listeners. The goal always 
was to drive the Word of God home or, as Baxter put it, “to screw 
the truth into their minds, and work Christ into their affections.”

Puritan preaching was experimental and practical. Experi-
mental preaching stresses the need to know by experience the 
truths of the Word of God. It seeks to explain in terms of 
biblical truth how matters ought to go and how they do go in 
the Christian life. It aims to apply divine truth to all of the 
believer’s experience in his walk with God as well as his rela-
tionship with family, the church, and the world around him. 

These applications must target the right people or they might 
do more spiritual harm than good. Puritan preaching was marked 
by a discriminating application of truth to the non-Christian and 
the Christian. Puritan preachers took great pains to identify the 
marks of grace that distinguish the church from the world, true 
believers from merely professing believers, and saving faith from 
temporary faith, as Jonathan Edwards did in Religious Affections.

Puritan preaching aimed to be transforming. The appli-
catory part is “the life of preaching,” wrote James Durham. 
“Hence, preaching is called persuading, testifying, beseeching, 
entreating, or requesting, exhorting.” The Puritans taught that 
when God’s Word is preached experimentally, the Holy Spirit 
uses it to transform individuals and nations. 

co n c lUs i o n: t h e PU r i ta n Pr e ac h er a n d h is  Pr e ac h i n g
To aim for the goal of transforming the hearers for the glory of 
God alone, the Puritans called preachers to conduct themselves 
in the fear of the Lord. The preacher must walk in humility, not 
f launting his abilities. “A crucified style best suits the preachers 
of a crucified Christ,” wrote John Flavel. “Words are but servants 
to the matter. An iron key, which fits the lock, is more useful 
than a golden one, which will not open the door to the treasure.” 

Ministers must show a profound dependence on the Holy 
Spirit in everything they say and do. They must feel keenly their 
inability to bring anyone to Christ as well as the magnitude of 
conversion. “God never laid it upon thee to convert those he 
sends thee to. No; to publish the gospel is thy duty,” William 
Gurnall said to ministers. The Puritans were convinced that 
both preacher and listener are totally dependent on the work 
of the Spirit to effect regeneration and conversion in whom He 
will. As Thomas Watson wrote, “Ministers knock at the door of 
men’s hearts, the Spirit comes with a key and opens the door.” 

Dependence on the Holy Spirit requires the minister to 
pursue holiness in his own life. Owen wrote, “If a man teach 
uprightly and walk crookedly, more will fall down in the night 
of his life than he built in the day of his doctrine.” 

Therefore, ministers must give themselves to prayer: prayer for 
themselves and prayer for their ministries. Robert Traill wrote, 
“Some ministers of meaner gifts and parts are more successful 
than some that are far above them in abilities; not because they 
preach better, so much as because they pray more. Many good ser-
mons are lost for lack of much prayer in study.” The glory of Puri-
tan preaching was not in the preacher, nor in the sermon itself. 
The glory of Puritan preaching was the glory of their Lord.  y



A MAn of focus froM The eiGhTeenTh cenTury

d U r i n g t h e co U r s e  of the twentieth cen-
tury, one of the most extraordinary things that happened 
among evangelicals in Central Canada was tucked away in 
the small village of Cottam, down in southwestern Ontario, 
near Windsor. The pastor in this village, Arnold Dallimore, 
wrote what was for the twentieth century the definitive 
life of one of the most iconic Christians of the eighteenth 
century, the renowned evangelist George Whitefield (1714–
1770). Year in, year out, Dallimore taught himself to be a 
historian and toiled away at his project of writing White-
field’s life until eventually it appeared in two volumes in the 
1970s and 1980s. It turned out to be not only an exhaustive 
study of Whitefield but life-changing for many who read 
it (including this author!). Dallimore’s subject was a man 
who was, above all, focused: focused on winning the lost, 
focused on the glory of Christ. This year, the tercentenary 
of Whitefield’s birth, Dallimore would certainly want us 
to remember Whitefield’s focus and follow in his footsteps.

ThE SpIRITUAL AND MORAL MESS Of ThE  
EIGhTEENTh CENTURY
Summing up the characteristics of English-speaking societ-
ies on both sides of the Atlantic in the opening decades of 
the eighteenth century, Oxford historian John Walsh has 
listed the following: 

1) A noticeable decay of ministerial authority; 
2) The growth of rationalism and a massive intellectual 

assault on supernatural Christianity;
3) The spread of material wealth and “luxury”; 
4) The frivolity of the young and an indifference on 

their part to spiritual matters; and 
5) A sense of spiritual powerlessness among godly 

believers. 

Attestation of this description is found in both public docu-
ments and private testimonies. Here is the witness of one 
early-eighteenth-century author, the London theologian 
Benjamin Keach (1640–1704), writing in 1701 about the 
city of London:

Was ever sodomy so common in a Christian nation, 
or so notoriously and frequently committed, as by too 

palpable evidences it appears to be, in and about this 
city, notwithstanding the clear light of the gospel which 
shines therein, and the great pains taken to reform the 
abominable profaneness that abounds? Is it not a won-
der the patience of God hath not consumed us in his 
wrath, before this time? Was ever swearing, blasphemy, 
whoring, drunkenness, gluttony, self-love, and covet-
ousness, at such a height, as at this time here?

Homosexuality, profanity, sexual immorality, drunkenness, 
and gluttony were widespread, despite the presence of a 
number of gospel-centered ministries like that of Keach 
and various societies which had been created to bring about 
moral reform. And the next three decades saw little improve-
ment. The early-eighteenth-century in Britain was, as Selina 
Hastings put it well in the 1990s, “an age when atheism was 
fashionable, sexual morals lax, and drinking and gambling 
at a pitch of prof ligacy that have never since been equalled.”

The state church, the Church of England, was basically 
helpless when it came to dealing with this dire situation. By 
and large, the bishops in the Church of England of this era 
were, in the words of English historian J. H. Plumb, “first and 
foremost politicians,” not men of the Spirit. “There is a world-
liness,” Plumb continues, “about eighteenth-century [bishops] 
which no amount of apologetics can conceal.” They under-
took their clerical duties “only as political duties allowed.” 
The worldliness of these bishops showed in other ways as well. 
Jonathan Trelawny (1650–1721), Bishop of Winchester, used 
to “excuse himself for his much swearing by saying he swore as 
a baronet, and not as a bishop!” Such bishops had neither the 
time nor the interest to promote church renewal. Of course, the 
decadence of church leadership was by no means absolute; but 
the net effect of worldly bishops was to squash effective reform.

Moreover, the attention of far too many of the clergy 
under these bishops was taken up with such avocations as 
philosophy, biology, agriculture, chemistry, literature, law, 
politics, fox-hunting, drinking—anything but pastoral min-
istry and spiritual nurture. There were, of course, a good 
number of Church of England ministers who did not have the 
resources to indulge themselves in such pursuits, since they 
barely eked out a living. But few of them—wealthy or poor—
preached anything but dry, unaffecting moralistic sermons. 

George Whitefield:
c h u r c h h i s T o r y |  M i c h A e l A .  G .  h Ay k i n
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This month is the tercentenary of George Whitefield’s birth in December of 1714. Let us pray that God may again 
raise up in our generation gifted, zealous preachers who are burdened with the souls of men and women and children 

as Whitefield was, and use them mightily for reformation and revival around the world. To commemorate the ter-
centenary of this great evangelist’s birth, we are offering one of Dr. Michael Haykin’s recent articles on Whitefield’s life.



Even among many of the churches of the Dissenters, 
the children of the Puritans (those who are our theological 
forebears), things were little better. One knowledgeable 
observer of these churches bemoaned the fact that “the dis-
tinguished doctrines of the gospel—Christ crucified, the 
only ground of hope for fallen man—salvation through his 
atoning blood—the sanctification by his eternal Spirit, are 
old-fashioned things now seldom heard in our churches.” 
The Christian life was basically defined in terms of a moral 
life of good works. Spiritual ardor was regarded with hor-
ror as “enthusiasm” or fanaticism. The ideal of the era is 
well summed up by an inscription on a tombstone from the 
period: “pious without enthusiasm.”

It was the eighteenth-century Evangelical Revival and 
its message of the new birth and justification by faith alone 
that brought positive changes and hope to this bleak scene. 
And at the center of that revival was George Whitefield.

GEORGE whITEfIELD: EARLY YEARS AND CONVERSION
George Whitefield was the youngest son of Thomas White-
field (1681–1716), the proprietor of the Bell Inn, at the time 
the finest hotel in Gloucester. George’s father died when he 
was but two, so he was raised by his mother, Elizabeth (c.1681–
1751). His school record was unremarkable, save for a notice-
able talent for acting. For a while during his teen years, when 
his older brother Richard took over the running of the inn, 
he worked as one of the servants. But his mother longed for 
something better for her son. Her persistence and the kindness 
of friends enabled him in November 1732 to enter Pembroke 
College, Oxford University. It was here during the following 
summer that he first met John Wesley (1703–1791) and his 
younger brother, Charles (1707–1788), who were regularly 
meeting with a group of men known to history as “the Holy 
Club.” This was a company of ten or so men who were ardently 
trying to live religious lives in an extremely dissolute age.

Whitefield, like-minded and longing for spiritual com-
panionship ever since coming up to Oxford, joined them. 
He engaged in numerous religious exercises such as fasting, 
praying regularly, attending public worship, and seeking to 
abstain from what were deemed worldly pleasures. Despite 
the evident zeal he brought to these religious activities he 
had no sense of peace with God or that God was satisfied 
with what he was doing. 

Conversion came in the spring of 1735, after Charles 
Wesley had given him a copy of The Life of God in the Soul 
of Man (1677) by Henry Scougal (1650–1678), a Puritan and 
former Professor of Divinity at Aberdeen. This book was a 
frontal challenge to Whitefield’s ardent endeavor to create a 
righteous life that would merit God’s favor. Here is the way 
Whitefield recalled it many years later in a sermon that he 
preached in 1769:

I must bear testimony to my old friend Mr. Charles Wes-
ley, he put a book into my hands, called, The Life of God in 
the Soul of Man, whereby God shewed me, that I must be 

born again, or be damned…. As a good writer [i.e., Scou-
gal] says, a man may go to church, say his prayers, receive 
the Sacrament, and yet, my brethren, not be a Christian. 
How did my heart rise, how did my heart shudder, like 
a poor man that is afraid to look into his account-books, 
lest he should find himself a bankrupt: yet shall I burn 
that book, shall I throw it down, shall I put it by, or shall 
I search into it? I did [search it], and, holding the book 
in my hand, thus addressed the God of heaven and earth: 
Lord, if I am not a Christian, if I am not a real one, for 
Jesus Christ’s sake, shew me what Christianity is, that I 
may not be damned at last. I read a little further, and the 
cheat was discovered; O, says the author, they that know 
any thing of religion know it is a vital union with the 
Son of God, Christ formed in the heart; O what a ray of 
divine life did then break in upon my poor soul….

Awakened by this book to his need for the new birth, 
Whitefield passionately struggled to find salvation along 
the pathway of extreme asceticism but to no avail. Finally, 
when he had come to an end of his resources as a human 
being, God enabled him, in his words, “to lay hold on His 
dear Son by a living faith, and, by giving me the Spirit of 
adoption, to seal me, as I humbly hope, even to the day of 
everlasting redemption.” And, he went on, “oh! with what 
joy—joy unspeakable—even joy that was full of, and big 
with glory, was my soul filled….”

pREAChING IN ThE OpEN AIR
Soon Whitefield was preaching. When churches began to be 
barred to him because of his focus on the new birth and the 
need for regeneration—morality alone, he stressed, could not 
save anyone—he was not deterred. On Saturday, February 17, 
1739, he made the decision to take to the open air and preach 
to a group of colliers in Kingswood, a coal-mining district on 
the outskirts of Bristol. These men with their families lived 
in squalor and utter degradation, squandering their lives on 
drink and violence. With no church nearby, they were quite 
ignorant of Christianity and its leading tenets. It was a key 
turning-point in not only Whitefield’s life but also in the 
history of the church. From this point on, Whitefield would 
relish and delight in his calling as an open-air preacher. He 
would preach in fields and foundries, in ships, cemeteries, 
and pubs, atop horses and even coffins, from stone walls and 
balconies, staircases and windmills. For instance, referring to 
his calling in a letter dated December 14, 1768, he wrote, “I 
love the open bracing air.” And the following year, he could 
state: “It is good to go into the high-ways and hedges. Field-
preaching, field-preaching for ever!” 

Whitefield never confined his witnessing about Christ to 
preaching occasions. He took every opportunity to share his 
faith. “God forbid,” he once remarked, “I should travel with 
anybody a quarter of an hour without speaking of Christ 
to them.” On another occasion, during his sixth preaching 
tour of America, he happened to stay with a wealthy though 
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worldly family in Southold on Long Island. The family dis-
covered after the evangelist had left their home that he had 
written with a diamond ring on one of the windowpanes in 
the bedroom where he had slept, “One thing is needful.”

At that first open-air service in February of 1739, there 
were two hundred attendees. Within six weeks or so, White-
field was preaching numerous times a week to crowds some-
times numbering in the thousands! Whitefield’s description 
of his ministry at this time is a classic one. To visualize the 
scene at the Kingswood collieries, we need to picture the 
green countryside, the piles of coal, the squalid huts, and 
the deep semi-circle of unwashed faces as we read his words: 

Having no righteousness of their own to renounce, they 
were glad to hear of a Jesus who was a friend of publi-
cans, and came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. The first discovery of their being affected 
was to see the white gutters made by their tears which 
plentifully fell down their black cheeks, as they came 
out of their coal pits. Hundreds and hundreds of them 
were soon brought under deep convictions, which, as 
the event proved, happily ended in a sound and thor-
ough conversion. The change was visible to all, though 
numbers chose to impute it to anything, rather than 
the finger of God.

Here is another description from this same period of time, 
when others besides the miners of Bristol were f locking to 
hear Whitefield preach:

As…I had just begun to be an extempore preacher, it 
often occasioned many inward conf licts. Sometimes, 
when twenty thousand people were before me, I had not, 
in my own apprehension, a word to say either to God or 
them. But I never was totally deserted, and frequently…
so assisted, that I knew by happy experience what our 
Lord meant by saying, “Out of his belly shall f low rivers 
of living water” [John 7:38]. The open firmament above 
me, the prospect of the adjacent fields, with the sight 
of thousands and thousands, some in coaches, some on 
horseback, and some in the trees, and at times all affected 
and drenched in tears together, to which sometimes was 
added the solemnity of the approaching evening, was 
almost too much for, and quite overcame me.

REVIVAL AND whITEfIELD’S MINISTRY
Revival had come to England! And to that revival, and its 
conf luent streams in Wales, Scotland, and North America, 
no man contributed more than Whitefield. Over the thirty-
four years between his conversion and death in 1770 in 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, Dallimore calculated that 
Whitefield preached around 18,000 sermons. Moreover, 
many of his sermons were delivered to massive congrega-
tions that numbered ten thousand or so, some to audiences 
possibly as large as fifteen thousand. 

In addition to his preaching throughout the length and 
breadth of England, he regularly itinerated throughout 

Wales, visited Ireland twice, and journeyed fourteen times 
to Scotland. He crossed the Atlantic thirteen times, stop-
ping once in Bermuda for eleven weeks, and preached in 
virtually every major town on the Atlantic seaboard. What 
is so remarkable about all of this is Whitefield lived at a 
time when travel to a town just twenty miles away was a 
significant undertaking.

In journeying to Scotland and to America, he was going 
to what many perceived as the fringes of transatlantic British 
society and culture. And yet some of God’s richest bless-
ings on his ministry were in these very regions. For exam-
ple, Harry Stout, commenting on Whitefield’s impact on 
America, writes:

So pervasive was Whitefield’s impact in America that he 
can justly be styled America’s first cultural hero. Before 
Whitefield, there was no unifying intercolonial person or 
event. Indeed, before Whitefield, it is doubtful any name 
other than royalty was known equally from Boston to 
Charleston. But by 1750 virtually every American loved 
and admired Whitefield and saw him as their champion.
Whitefield’s ministry—insisting, as it did, on the vital 

necessity of conversion and the work of the Holy Spirit 
in the heart—was not without its critics, many of whom 
castigated him for what they regarded as fanaticism. And it 
needs to be admitted that in his early ministry Whitefield 
did make some unguarded statements and adopted certain 
attitudes that helped fuel this opposition. On his second 
preaching tour of America, for instance, Whitefield appears 
to have maintained that a mature Christian could discern 
the marks of conversion in another individual. To his credit, 
Whitefield would later admit his injudiciousness and that 
he had been far “too rash and hasty” in his speech and pub-
lished writings. “Wild-fire has been mixed with it,” he wrote 
in 1748, “and I find that I frequently wrote and spoke in my 
own spirit, when I thought I was writing and speaking by 
the assistance of the Spirit of God.” 

A wORD Of AppLICATION
In the early years of the revival, Whitefield’s itinerant, 
open-air preaching was often paraded as evidence of his 
“enthusiasm” or fanaticism. Part of Whitefield’s response to 
this criticism was to go back to the example of the Apostle 
Paul as found in the Book of Acts. “Was he not filled,” he 
asked his opponents, “with a holy restless impatience and 
insatiable thirst of travelling, and undertaking dangerous 
voyages for the conversion of infidels…?” Here Whitefield 
lays before us the spiritual passion that spurred his own 
incessant travelling over land and sea—and needs to grip 
our churches as well—the focused longing to see the lost 
embrace Christ as Lord and Savior and find their deepest 
spiritual thirst and hunger satisfied in Christ.

Dr. Michael A. G. Haykin is professor of Church History and Biblical Spiri-
tuality at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.
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OMLove
pRACTICAL ChRISTIANITY

IAN MACLEOD

This should give us all pause. We can love many things, 
yet it can be said to us, “I know you, that ye have not the 
love of God in you.” So, what does this love look like and 
how can I know if I have it? Seeing that it is the first and 
chief fruit of the Holy Spirit of God, the person who has 
this love will begin to love the things that God loves and to 
hate the things that God hates.

The Bible tells us of the things we must not love: “If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”  
(1 John 2:15). Indeed, it tells us of things we must hate—
evil, pride, arrogance, lying, and vain thoughts (Prov. 8:13; 
Ps. 119:113, 163). In a word, while the believer still finds 
the remains of the works of the f lesh in himself, he no 
longer finds the love of these things. If he could, he would 
be rid of them all!

But spiritual love is evidenced supremely in the fact that 
it loves what God loves. God loves His people, so “we know 
that we have passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren” (1 John 3:14); God loves the place where His 
people worship Him (Ps. 132:13), so “LORD, I have loved 
the habitation of thy house” (Ps. 26:8). But supremely, God 
the Father loves His Son. The Father loves Him in His 
Person, so the believer says, “His mouth is most sweet, yea 
he is altogether lovely” (Song 5:16). The Father loves Him 
in His work, so the believer says, “I love the LORD, because 
he hath heard my voice and my supplications” (Ps. 116:1).

But this blessed fruit of the Spirit finds its most perfect 
expression in the work of Christ at Calvary. Here “God com-
mendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8), and here faith echoes, “I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). When I recognize something 
of the astounding nature of this love to me, such an unwor-
thy sinner, it impacts how I begin to love my enemies. “For 
if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? Do 
not even the publicans the 
same?” (Matt. 5:46). But 
Christ says, “Love your 
enemies, do good to them 
that hate you” (Luke 6:27). 
What a message to bring 
to a world perishing 
and crumbling with 
hatred: “But the 
fruit of the Spirit 
is love.”

Student Ian Macleod 
is completing his stud-
ies at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary in 
Grand Rapids.

In Galatians 5:22–23, we have a beautiful description of 
the fruit of the Spirit. How refreshing to read of love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, and temperance after hearing the horrible works of 
the f lesh in the previous verses. Can you imagine a world 
without violence, hatred, lies, etc., where everyone only 
practiced the fruit of the Spirit? It is hard to imagine, isn’t 
it? But if we could imagine such a place, we might well call 
it a “World of Love.”

The works of the f lesh are all perversions of love, so they 
could not exist in this “World of Love.” Adultery, fornica-
tion, uncleanness, and lasciviousness (sexual lust) are perver-
sions of marital love; idolatry and witchcraft are perversions 
of the love of God; hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, and seditions are perversions of the love of the breth-
ren; heresies are perversions of the love of the truth; envy 
and murders are perversions of the love we should have for 
one another; and drunkenness and reveling are perversions 
of the love we should have for our own souls.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love! How refreshing! All the 
fruit of the Spirit that follows—joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance—is 
a further description of this first and chief fruit we call love.

But perhaps you wonder how this fruit of the Spirit dif-
fers from the love shown by many unbelievers. We might 
think of many heroic and self less instances of love through-
out history: the firemen who risked their lives on 9/11, or 
the natural affection between a mother and her child. In 
these cases, is it not love? 

Well, it is certainly true that these acts, and many others 
like them, are commendable and praiseworthy. Who could 
deny that there is love in these acts? Yet there is still some-
thing qualitatively different about the love that is spoken 
about here in Galatians. This love goes beyond even the 
most praiseworthy (and they are praiseworthy) acts of “mere” 
heroism, chivalry, and natural affection. So what makes this 
love different?

Fundamentally, the great difference lies in the fact that 
this love in Galatians 5 is the fruit of the Spirit. It is a quality 
that is implanted, fostered, kept alive, and impelled by the 
Holy Spirit of God. Therefore, it is not something that any 
man or woman has by nature. That is why Christ can say to 
the Jews, people who even loved their temple worship and kept 
the Levitical standards with meticulous precision, “I know 
you, that ye have not the love of God in you” (John 5:42).
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What is Your Worldview? An Interactive 
Approach to Life’s Big Questions
James N. Anderson
Join James Anderson on an interactive journey of 
discovery aimed at helping you understand and 
evaluate the options when it comes to identify-
ing your worldview. Cast in the mold of a classic 
“Choose Your Own Adventure” story, this book 
will guide you toward finding intellectually satis-

fying answers to life’s biggest questions.
(Crossway, PB, 112 pgs) $10.99 | $7.50

Homosexuality: Christian Truth and Love
Paul E. Brown, editor
The Christian position on homosexuality is one 
that is now widely misunderstood and is often 
thought to be merely a matter of prejudice if not 
of actual animosity. This book considers what the 
Bible has to say about sexuality and homosexual 
behavior, but it also includes an examination of 
the attitude of the Christian church in history, a 

look at homosexuality from a medical perspective, a review of recent 
legislation, and the pastoral response in the local church.

(DayOne, PB, 160 pgs) $10.75 | $8.00

BOOK TALK
The titles below are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.  

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

Building a Godly home, Volume 3:  
A holy Vision for Raising Children William Gouge

For years, William Gouge’s Domestical Duties has stood as the foremost Puritan treatment 
of Christian family life. Yet due to its size and antiquated expression, it has become almost 
unknown among current generations of believers. To help revive the usefulness of this classic 
book, Scott Brown and Joel R. Beeke divided Gouge’s work into three manageable volumes, 
updated the language to modern standards, and have given it the title Building a Godly Home.

In the third volume,  A Holy Vision for Raising Children, Gouge offers wise and practical 
advice to both children and parents on how to relate to each other with love and honor. Drawing 
from a wealth of biblical principles and examples, he f leshes out how a household of affectionate 
authority provides for children and prepares them to live as God’s servants in the world. Fathers, 
mothers, sons, and daughters will find much here to challenge and guide them.

(HC, 192 pgs) $18.00 | $14.00
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A Treatise on True Theology with the Life of franciscus Junius Franciscus Junius

Franciscus Junius (1545–1602) was an inf luential pastor and professor during the developmental years of 
Reformed orthodoxy. As a skilled linguist, biblical exegete, and theologian, Junius shaped the Reformed 
tradition in profound ways. His Treatise on True Theology  is a scholastic introduction to the discipline of 
theology. He ref lects on the definition of theology, where it comes from, and the variety of modes it takes. 
This book set a lasting pattern for many Reformed theologians in their approach to dogmatics, establishing 
a benchmark for theological prolegomena for years to come. Accompanying this work is The Life of Franciscus 
Junius, which provides an autobiographical account of the tumultuous days of Junius’s life and the complex 
circumstances that the Reformed churches faced during the French and Spanish wars of religion.

(HC, 300 pgs) $40.00 | $30.00

The foundation of Communion with God:  
The Trinitarian piety of John Owen Ryan M. McGraw

This book introduces readers to the Trinitarian piety of John Owen (1616–1683). Ryan McGraw’s introduction 
to Owen sketches the major events of this important theologian’s life and shows how his circumstances shaped 
his thought on the themes of the Trinity and public worship. The second part of the book presents forty-one brief 
selections from Owen’s writings that trace his thoughts on knowing God as triune, on Scripture and worship, on 
heavenly-mindedness, and on covenant and the church. Appendices provide readers with a chronological list of 
Owen’s writings and a guide to them for those who wish to delve deeper into this great theologian’s thoughts.

(PB, 136 pgs) $10.00 | $7.50



Thriving at College
Alex Chediak
Filled with wisdom and practical advice from a 
seasoned college professor and student mentor, 
this book covers the ten most common mistakes 
that college students make—and how to avoid 
them! Chediak leaves no stone unturned—he 
discusses everything from choosing a major and 
discerning one’s vocation to balancing academics 
and fun, from cultivating relationships with peers 

and professors to helping students figure out what to do with their 
summers. Most importantly, this book will help students not only 
keep their faith but build a vibrant faith.

(Tyndale, PB, 327 pgs) $14.99 | $11.25

Treasuring Christ When Your Hands Are Full: 
Gospel Meditations for Busy Moms
Gloria Furman
In this encouraging book for frazzled moms, Glo-
ria Furman helps us reorient our vision of mother-
hood around what the Bible teaches. Showing how 
to pursue a vibrant relationship with God—even 
when discouragement sets in and the laundry still 
needs to be washed—this book will help you trea-

sure Christ more deeply no matter how busy you are.
(Crossway, PB, 160 pgs) $10.99 | $8.00

Seeing Beauty and Saying Beautifully
John Piper
This book is about the relationship between 
poetic effort, on the one hand, and perceiving, 
relishing, and portraying truth and beauty, on 
the other hand—especially the truth and beauty 
of God in Christ. The three men in this book—
George Herbert, George Whitefield, and C. S. 
Lewis—made poetic effort to see and savor and 

show the glories of Christ.
(Crossway, HC, 158 pgs) $19.99 | $15.00

Our Reformed Order of Worship
Cornelis Pronk
Visitors	 to	 and	 members	 of	 Reformed	 churches	
sometimes ask why the worship service is con-
ducted in a certain way. This booklet answers ques-
tions about liturgy, church order, congregational 
singing, and more.

(Free Reformed, PB, 47 pgs) $5.00 | $4.00

Noah’s Ark Preschool Activity Book
Earl & Bonita Snellenberger
Turn the history of Noah’s ark into a wonder-
ful learning adventure in this unique pre-school 
activity book. Little learners will discover colors, 
opposites, shapes, numbers, letters, basic skills 
and more! Coloring, tracing, writing, counting, 
solving mazes, reading, and learning new words 
are all part of this collection of “six books in one.”

(Master Books, PB, 98 pgs) $8.99 | $6.75

Biblical Theology:  
Old and New Testaments
Geerhardus Vos
The aim of this book is no less than to provide an 
account of the unfolding of the mind of God in 
history, through the successive agents of His special 
revelation.	Vos	handles	this	under	three	main	divi-
sions: the Mosaic epoch of revelation, the prophetic 
epoch of revelation, and the New Testament.

(Banner of Truth, HC, 440 pgs) $29.00 | $19.00

Dashed to Pieces
A.L.O.E.
Will a Roman soldier forsake all and take up his 
cross and follow Jesus? Be prepared to be on the 
edge of your seat as slaves and generals find them-
selves on equal footing, hiking treacherous moun-
tain paths in the midst of a catastrophic f lood. 
Salvation may be found in a most unexpected way!

(Lamplighter, HC, 93 pgs) $15.00 | $12.50
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All religions other than Christianity depend on people to 
act a certain way in order to earn salvation, appease evil 
spirits, or transcend to higher levels of being. They are all 
at least partially, if not totally, based on man’s works. Only 
Christianity is different. Christianity is based upon God’s 
work—His grace, His love to undeserving sinners. Only 
Christianity has a God who gave His own Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to pay the price for sins and who freely gives 
salvation to unworthy people. Only Christianity speaks of 
salvation as a God-given gift to be received and not a reward 
to be earned.

No human being could have ever thought of such a way 
of salvation. Who would ever imagine a judge sentencing a 
guilty person and then providing his own innocent son to 
take the guilty party’s place? Who would ever think of a son 

who would be willing to suffer and die to pay the price for 
rebels? This is too wonderful, too unheard of! Only God 
could have designed such a plan.

What a wonderful comfort Christianity provides for 
true Christians! Only Christians can rest in full assurance 
of hope. Why? Because their salvation has been fully earned 
and paid for by God. Jesus Christ took on our human nature, 
suffered, died, and paid for all the sins of those who believe 
on Him. Therefore Christians can be fully assured of their 
salvation. No other religion can offer such assurance because 
salvation depends on the person and what he does or does 
not do. Because no one is perfect and everyone can stumble 
and fall into sin, there is no peace found in such a religion. 
Only Christianity offers perfect salvation: salvation based 
entirely upon the perfect work of a perfect God!

Has God’s wonderful, free, and gracious salvation filled you with amazement? Have you  
experienced that you can never please a perfect God with your imperfect works? Have you turned  

instead to the Lord Jesus and found in Him and in His perfect work your hope and salvation?  
Is it your desire and aim to live your life out of thankful love to this gracious God?

Christianity
With so many religions in the world, how can I know  

that Christianity is really the true one?
Suggested Reading: Ephesians 2:1–10

We believe in many things that we cannot see, hear, or touch. 
Imagine telling someone in great pain that you do not believe 
in pain because you cannot see, hear, or touch it. Think of 
telling a couple on their wedding day that there is no such 
thing as love and that you know this because you cannot see, 
hear, or touch it. We know that pain and love are real because 
we feel and experience the truth of them. So it is with God; 
we know He is real because we experience the joy of His pres-
ence and love and we feel the pain when we sin against Him.

We also believe in things we cannot see, hear, or touch 
directly because we see the effects of them. We see the 
effects of pain and love. We see the effects of electricity, 
gravity, and air. We see the effects of God’s creative and 
upholding work in the universe and the effects in the lives of 
those who believe in Him. We believe in many things that 

we cannot fully understand. Imagine a little child asking 
you to explain how the seeds you just planted in the garden 
are going to produce tomatoes, carrots, or corn. You believe 
they will, but you cannot explain the miracles that take place 
to make this happen. Similarly, we also believe in God even 
though we cannot fully understand His infinite Being with 
our finite mind.

We also believe things that we have never personally 
witnessed because reliable people have told or reported them 
to us. For example, if you read a news report online that a 
strong earthquake occurred in Japan, you believe it, even 
though you were not there to personally experience it. You 
trust the sources reporting this information to you. In this 
same way, we also believe that there is a God because the 
Bible, the most reliable source of all, informs us of Him.

Are the results of love to God and others seen in your life? 

Believing in god
My friend said that he can only believe in a God he could  

see, hear, or touch. How should I answer him?
Suggested Reading: John 4:19–30

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

QuEStIonS AnSWEREd foR tEEnS | JAMES W. BEEkE
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Samson is the favorite Bible character of a young friend 
in our church. I can see why—such a strong man of God; but 
sadly, not all the time. Someone said of Samson: “Here is a 
man whose life we should study, but not copy.” You can read 
his story in the book of Judges, chapters 13–17.

Everyone in Israel could see that Samson was born for a 
special purpose: his hair was never cut and he was not allowed 
to drink anything made of grapes. The Angel had told his 
parents that he would free Israel from the oppression of the 
Philistines. I am sure his parents explained that to Samson 
and prepared him to serve the Lord. Still, when Samson was 
old enough, he wanted to marry a girl from the Philistines. 
Imagine that—a girl from the bitter enemies of the people of 
God! How could the Lord bless such a marriage? Samson’s 
new wife betrayed him, and in his anger he left her and killed 
many Philistines. That is what he was meant to do: fight the 
Philistines, not marry one of them. 

When the Philistines threatened the Israelites, Samson 
was bound with ropes and given up to the enemy. Then we 
read that “the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him,” 
the ropes snapped off his strong arms, and he killed a thou-
sand Philistines with just a jaw bone of a donkey. He was 
quite proud of himself and boasted out loud. But then he 
became so terribly thirsty and weak that he realized he could 
die on the spot. He hung his head in shame. It was the Lord 
who had made him so strong! He then gave God the glory 
for the victory, before he even asked Him for help. And the 
Lord answered right away by providing fresh water for him. 

After a while, Samson fell in love again, with another Phi-
listine woman. Didn’t he learn from the first time? The woman 
kept begging Samson to tell her what made him so strong. He 
finally told her everything: how the Lord had set him apart 
from the day he was born and that his hair had never been 
cut. She lulled him to sleep and quietly let his enemies in who 
cut off his long hair. When he woke up, he knew the strength 
of the Lord was gone. He had no power to fight his enemies. 
They took out his eyes, bound him with chains, and put him 
in prison. He sat there in darkness until he was brought out 
to a great feast in the huge temple of Dagon. They wanted to 
make fun of Samson while they thanked their god for handing 
him to them. He stood between the two big pillars that held up 
the whole temple. He prayed one last prayer to the real God of 
heaven and earth: “O Lord God remember me, I pray thee, and 
strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God….” And the 

Lord heard him and strengthened him; Samson pushed with 
all his might so that the pillars buckled. The roof collapsed 
upon all those feasting Philistines—and on Samson. He killed 
more Philistines in his death than in all his other fights.

Here are some of the lessons I want  
you to take into the New Year:

 Like Samson, we often forget the Lord and use His pre-
cious gifts of time and health to be selfish instead of serving 
others (and, by doing so, serving Him). But we also saw in 
Samson’s story how the Lord always hears us when we pray—
especially when we realize we have messed up and that we 
are hopeless without His help. He is ready and willing to 
forgive—again and again.

 Like Samson, we have enemies that we cannot fight on 
our own. Thankfully we live in a country that is not overrun 
by enemy soldiers. But how about our sinful hearts? Don’t 
you wish you were less selfish, more caring, more kind, more 
giving, more obedient, less jealous, and…I could go on, right? 
From Samson we learn that it is easier to kill the enemies 
“out there” than the enemy of sin inside us. It is hard, but not 
impossible. With the Lord, all things are possible. When we 
are weak, we can be strong in the Lord!

 How can we be sure of God’s help? Well, another Son 
was born with a purpose even more special. You know who I 
mean—the Lord Jesus! The angel said of Him, “You shall call 
his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins!” 
Our Lord Jesus was never once selfish, never jealous, always 
kind, always caring, and always obedient to His Father. That’s 
why He could carry the sins of all His people to the cross and 
die there, willingly, so that we may live! Would you not give 
your sinful heart to such a loving Savior and ask Him to help 
you live for Him? That would truly be a Happy New Year! 
Elina VanderZwaag	is	a	homemaker,	wife	of	Rev.	Foppe	VanderZwaag,	and	
member of the Grace Reformed Christian Church (HRC) of Harrison, Arkan-
sas, where her husband pastors.

Meditation For Children
el ina VanderZwaag

Lessons from 
Samson’s Life
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3BiBle Quiz
for childrenI
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Across:
 2. Mary must have thought often of the 

tremendous events that were happening 
in her life at this time. We read 
something of this in this chapter. “But 
Mary kept all these things, and  
    them in her heart.”

 6. The gospel of Matthew uses a special 
word to describe Mary and Joseph’s 
relationship before they were married. 
Today we might say they were engaged. 
What was it called then?

 7. The city in question 20 is located in 
what region (Hint: vs. 22).

 8. To what city were the wise men 
travelling?

10. The host of angels praised God and 
said, “Glory to God in the    , and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.”

11. The shepherds were watching their 
flocks. Suddenly, the     of the 
Lord shone round about them.

16. The wise men gave Jesus gifts to show 
their love and honor toward Him. They 
gave gold and myrrh. What else did 
they give?

17. Jesus came to fulfill the law of God. 
Therefore, on the eighth day, He 
was    .

19. Matthew, inspired by the Holy Ghost, 
tells us that this was all done in 
fulfillment of the Word of the Lord 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah. In that 
prophecy, quoted by Matthew, what 
other name of Jesus is mentioned?

21. Where was Joseph told to take Jesus 
and Mary?

22. What was the reaction of the wise men 
when they saw the star over the house 
where Jesus was?

23. Who was reigning in Judea when Joseph 
returned to Israel with Jesus and Mary?

26. In what kind of clothes did Mary wrap 
the newborn Jesus?

27. In chapter two verse six, which is 
another quotation of prophecy, another 
title is given for Jesus. What is it?

28. The baby Jesus did not have a bed. In 
what did He lie when He was born?

r e v.  D a v i D  l i p s y

crossword Puzzle
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The crossword puzzle this month  
is about the birth of the Savior .  
May the searching of Scripture  
be to your profit and delight .

All the answers can be found in  
Matthew 1 and 2, or in luke 2.

Down:
 1. We can tell that Jesus was born into a very poor 

family by the kind of sacrifice Joseph and Mary 
brought to the temple. The sacrifice of the poor 
included two    .

 3. To what city was Joseph directed to return?
 4. You will notice that the New Testament names 

for prophets are a little different from their Old 
Testament names. The reason is that the New 
Testament quotes the names found in the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament called the 
Septuagint. The prophet Jeremiah is quoted in 
chapter two, regarding Herod’s killing of the 
children of Bethlehem. What is the name for 
Jeremiah given here?

 5. The wise men told the king they were come to  
    the King of the Jews.

 9. The aged disciple who blessed Mary and Joseph as 
he held the Savior-child.

12. Instead of returning to the king, they went to their 
own    .

13. Herod was certainly a pitiful sinner. He lied to 
the wise men, telling them that he also would go 
and     Jesus.

14. Joseph didn’t understand how Mary could be with 
child and was wondering whether or not he should 
still marry her. But an angel came to him and told 
him he should marry her. The angel said, “…for 
that which is     in her is of the Holy Ghost.”

15. The Roman emperor who taxed “all the world” at 
the time of Jesus’ birth was Caesar    .

16. The last verse of the chapter tells us that Jesus was 
Mary’s     son.

18. The king was jealous of this King of the Jews. He 
wanted to find out from the priests and scribes 
where this king was born. They answered that this 
king was to be born in    .

19. When Herod found out that the wise men were 
not coming back, he became     wroth (angry).

20. What city did Joseph and Mary come from in order 
to be taxed?

24. Who was king of the land at the time of Jesus’ 
birth?

25. The angel told Joseph what name he should call 
this child. What was it?

1 2 3
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Heartfelt Thanks  
and a Warm Welcome

After serving our BSGT faithfully for nearly twenty years, Diana Kleyn has asked 
to be relieved of her responsibility to write for the periodical. “It is time for me 
to close this chapter in my life. I have greatly enjoyed writing for children, but I 
believe it is time for others to take over. I think someone else would happily take 
over the stories as well. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to write. It has 
been one of the most meaningful things I have ever done.” We want to thank 
her wholeheartedly for the hundreds of articles she has written and submitted 
throughout these years for our children and young readers (we adults have profited 
from them too!). Eternity will reveal the fruit upon all of her timely, edifying, 
well-written submissions that have directed children to the need for salvation 

and urged them to f lee to the only Savior. Many thanks, Diana; we wish you every blessing in Christ Jesus—also to your 
husband, Chris, and your family.

Next month, beginning with the January issue, Andrea Scholten, a member of the Grand Rapids HNRC, will take up 
Diana’s role of providing two pages of material for children, consisting of a quiz and a story or two. (The opening one-page 
article	for	children	in	each	issue	will	continue	to	be	written	on	a	rotation	basis	by	Elina	VanderZwaag,	Kara	Dedert,	and	
Mary Beeke.) Andrea is already an accomplished writer, having written often for Open Windows (she’s a gifted blogger too!), 
and a gifted teacher. A warm welcome to you, Andrea; may God use you abundantly as you write for hundreds of young, 
impressionable minds and hearts. May it be a pleasant, rewarding task for you. Every blessing to you and your husband Josh.

—The Editor

6
story
for children

I first read this gentle little quiz in the Friendly Companion, 
the children’s magazine of the Gospel Standard Baptists. I 
rearranged it a little and then spoke to the children in our 
congregation and asked them if they could work out the 
answer. What is this?

1. It is one word with seven letters.
2. All poor people have got it.
3. Wealthy people don’t need it.
4. If you eat it you will die.
5. It existed before God.
6. It is greater than God.
7. It is more evil than the devil.

I waited a while. I repeated it and finally a voice, not of a 
child, gave the right answer. “Nothing!”

Then I developed what I had discovered in those seven 
clues, and I said to the children, “So the answer is ‘nothing’ 
and now I will ask you fifteen questions and there is one 
answer to all of the fifteen. It is ‘nothing!’ And I want you 
all to say that answer aloud and together. Are you ready?” 
And so I began to interrogate them, and they, with grow-
ing confidence and volume, cried out to me the one great 

answer, “Nothing!” May they know the power of that word 
in their lives.

What is impossible with God?
Without the Lord Jesus Christ what was created?
What in all creation is hidden from God?
What is an idol anywhere in the world?
What did we bring into the world?
What are we going to take out of the world?
When Jesus Christ was born what did He make Himself?
What did the Lord Jesus Christ do wrong?
How much that is impure will enter the kingdom of 

heaven?
What perfect thing dwells in our hearts?
What else apart from the blood of Christ can wash 

away our sins? 
When we go to Jesus Christ for salvation what do we 

bring in our hands?
Apart from Jesus Christ what can we do?
If I do not have love what am I?

—Geoff Thomas

What is This?

 1. Boaz
 2. Luke
 3. Matthew
 4. Joshua
 5. Daniel
 6. Nebuchadnezzar
 7. David
 8. Samuel
 9. Jeremiah
10. Mark
11. Moses
12. Jesus

13. Timothy
14. Ahasuerus
15. Job
16. Mordecai
17. Ezra
18. Solomon
19. Elijah
20. Elisha
21. Pharaoh
22. Samson
23. Goliath

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
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NEwS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.  

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

BEST wIShES 
We wish you and your family and church every bless-
ing in Christ Jesus as you commemorate the birth of 
Immanuel and the exchange of years (Phil. 4:19).

 OBITUARY
BLOK, Mr. Bastian (Bas), aged 86, of Ada, Michigan, 
passed away Saturday, October 18, 2014. He was preceded in 
death by his daughter Shirley Gridley. Surviving are his wife 
of 54 years, Anna; Children—Tina and Jim Holderman, 
Gary and Pam Blok, Dr. Barb Blok and Dr. A. J. Montes, 
Alvin Blok; Sister, Marie Nooteboom of the Netherlands; 
Brothers-in-law/sisters-in-law—Hugo and Thelma Staal, 
Al and Mary Staal, Mart and Connie Staal, Dena and Milo 
DeWald, Cornie and Pauline Spaans, Ginny Staal; Grand-
children—Rochel Gridley, Holle Gridley, Mallory Gridley, 
Cristen and Aaron McQuillan, Kelsey Holderman, Jason 
Blok, Abbie Blok, Sam Montes; two great-grandchildren;  
nieces and nephews. (Rev. M. Kuivenhoven, Romans 6:23; 
Rev.	D.	VanBrugge,	1	Peter	1:24–25).

fLORIDA REfORMED fELLOwShIp
The annual worship services in Bradenton, Florida are 
scheduled to resume on Sunday, January 4, 2015 and 
will continue through Easter Sunday, April 5. Ser-
vices will be at 10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Red Cross Building located at 2905 59th Street 
West, Bradenton, Florida 34209. Ministers have been 
scheduled to bring the good news of the gospel each 
Lord’s Day. We invite your participation with us as 
you plan your winter vacation. Your generosity in sup-
port of this ministry is welcome and may be received 
by your local church. Please make the check payable 
to the HRC Mission Fund and send it either to Bur-
gessville, Ontario or Grand Rapids, Michigan HRC 
churches. Also be sure you clearly designate your gift 
to be for the Florida Reformed Fellowship.

ReneW nOW sO as nOT TO Miss 2015 issues
q Please renew my subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth for 2015.
     Payment is enclosed.
q Enclosed please find payment for                 gift subscriptions. Names and addresses
     of the gift subscriptions are enclosed.
q Enclosed please find a donation for a gift subscription for          prisoners.
q	Please	charge	my	VISA/MC:	#	                                                                                 
     Exp. Date                     Signature                                                                               

Subscription price: $25.00 in the United States; $30.00 in Canada, payable in U.S. 
funds. To foreign countries $35.00 (surface mail) or $65.00 (air mail), payable in 
U.S. funds. ($36.00 for The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth on CD.) As rates for 
North America do not cover expenses incurred, donations are most welcome. 
(Back issues are $2.50 each.)

Name                                     
Street                                      
City                                        
State/Province/Country          	 Zip/Postal	Code	        

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GR ACE TRUTH
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.S.A.

ReneW nOW!

BOunD cOPies OF “BanneR OF sOveReign gRace TRuTh”
Once again, we make available to our Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth read-
ership the possibility of purchasing bound copies of this periodical. Please 
place a check in the box corresponding to the option(s) in which you are 
interested and forward to the subscription manager by January 31, 2015.

q Enclosed please find $30.00 for the binding of the 2014 issues of the Banner of
 Sovereign Grace Truth. My ten issues are enclosed.
q Enclosed please find $50.00 ($30.00 for binding and $20.00 for a set of ten issues)  
 for a bound copy of the ten 2014 issues of the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth.
q I would like to pre-order a bound set of 2015 issues of the Banner of Sovereign  
 Grace Truth. Please put my name on reserve, and I will forward you $50.00 upon  
	 receiving	the	bound	volume	in	early	2016,	D.V.
q	Please	charge	my	VISA/MC:	#	                                                                                   
 Exp. Date                     Signature                                                                                

Name                                                                                                                                      
Street                                                                                                                                      
City                                                                                                                                         
State/Province/Country          	 Zip/Postal	Code	        

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GR ACE TRUTH
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.S.A.
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Committed to Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in Eastern Europe and Russia

To learn more, ask for the 
latest FREE  Informative 
COAH Magazine.

Phone: 888-844-2624     Website: coah.org     Email: info@coah.org

It is typical in Eastern European 
society for the elderly to get a very 
small pension. Pensions are used 
to first pay electricity, water, and 
heating bills, so the elderly will not 
lose their homes. The very small 
amount that remains is used for 
medicine. After decades of hard 
work in communist factories, 

almost all the elderly in Romania suffer from illness. Medicine is not 
cheap, and although the state theoretically pays part of the cost, the 
elderly still have to pay a lot to live a life without pain. After paying the 
bills and medicine expenses, most of those on pension have no money 
left for daily food. For them, a food parcel is literally life-saving. Food 
parcels are given with the message of hope from the Gospel. Above is 
one woman who is included in our elderly care project.

WINTERHelp



ChRISTIAN wORLD VIEw JOhN GOUDZwAARD

NATIONAL NEwS
tRaditioNal MaRRiaGe hit haRd aGaiN iN seVeRal states
Gay marriage is now legal in Arizona. The state’s conservative attorney 
general Tom Horne said he won’t fight the federal court decision striking 
a state ban on same-sex unions any longer.

Arizona governor Jan Brewer said that federal courts have thwarted 
the will of voters and eroded the state’s power to regulate laws.

The decision concludes weeks of multiple court rulings across the 
nation with judges ruling in favor of same-sex marriage while conservative 
leaders, voters, and traditional marriage advocates have continued to stand 
for the one-man, one-woman, biblical definition of marriage. 

Recently, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear several cases and let 
stand rulings from three appeals courts that favor gay marriage—allow-
ing it in Alaska, Arizona, Idaho, and Nevada. Friday, in another lawsuit, 
a federal judge ordered Wyoming to allow same-sex marriage but stayed 
the case until next Thursday in case the state wants to appeal.

Montana is the only state under the reach of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals where same-sex couples cannot legally wed. (Source: USA Today)

GeoRGia hiGh school Will ReMoVe BiBle VeRses FRoM 
FooTBALL MoNUMENT FEArING ATHEISTS’ LAWSUIT
The American Humanist Association sent a letter to the Madison County 
School District in Danielsville, Georgia, claiming that their high school 
football team’s “Red Raider” monument is a violation of the First Amend-
ment’s Establishment Clause in the U.S. Constitution.

The Madison County School Board unanimously voted to remove two 
Bible verses from a monument donated to its high school football team, 
fearing a lawsuit from a Washington, D.C.-based secular organization. 
Erected in August, the monument includes two Bible verses.

According to local media, no time table has yet been established 
on when the two Bible verses will be removed from the monument. 
(Christian Post Reporter)

INTERNATIONAL NEwS
BRitaiN—NeW FiGuRes ReVeal MassiVe decliNe  
IN rELIGIoUS AFFILIATIoN
In five decades, the number of people with no religion in Britain has 
grown from just 3 per cent of the population to nearly half, according 
to a new survey. Among adults aged under 25, nearly two-thirds define 
themselves as “nones,” or people with no religious affiliation.

If the trends continue, Methodists will be extinct in a few decades 
and the Church of England also faces massive decline by the end of the 
century. Only the Catholics are currently holding up, along with some 
minority faiths, in the mass move towards atheism and agnosticism in 
Britain. (Zionica)

fOCUS ON ChRISTIANIT Y
BIBLICAL ILLITErACy By THE NUMBErS 
How well do American Christians know their Bibles? Hint: not well.

Do you recognize these Bible phrases or allusions? 
Rarely a week goes by without any one of us quoting or alluding 

to that great book simply in our conversations. These are among the 
phrases having origins in the Bible:

•	 “bite	the	dust”	(Psalm	72:9)
•	 “land	of	the	living”	(Psalm	27:13)
•	 “a	drop	in	the	bucket”	(Isaiah	40:15)
•	 “the	blind	leading	the	blind”	(Matthew	15:14)
•	 “made	a	scapegoat”	(Leviticus	16:22)
•	 “go	the	extra	mile”	(Matthew	5:41)
•	 “leopard	can’t	change	its	spots”	(Jeremiah	13:23)
•	 “by	the	skin	of	your	teeth”	(Job	19:20)

•	 “f ly	in	the	ointment”	(Ecclesiastes	10:1)
•	 “as	old	as	the	hills”	(Job	15:7)
More and more people don’t recognize the biblical origins of those 

phrases. 
Both inside and outside the church, there is a problem. Non-Christians 

don’t have even the general idea of the Bible they once did. Christians are 
not seeing the life change that real Bible engagement brings. Study after 
study in the last quarter-century has revealed that American Christians 
increasingly don’t read their Bibles, and don’t know their Bibles. It’s obvi-
ous: We are living in a post-biblically literate culture.

Yet reading and studying the Bible are still the activities that have the 
most impact on growth in the area of spiritual maturity. As basic as that is, 
there are still numerous churchgoers who aren’t reading the Bible regularly. 
You simply won’t grow if you don’t know God and spend time in His Word.

So, yes, Bible illiteracy is a big problem. But Bible engagement is a 
key part of the solution.

Americans read the Bible on occasion—churchgoers a little more. In a 
recent LifeWay Research study, we learned the following about our Bible-
reading habits among church attendees. They indicated that they read their 
Bible as follows:

19% – Every day  22% – At least once a month
26% – A few times a week 18% – Rarely or never.
14% – Once a week
There are a couple of interesting takeaways from this study. Almost 

60% of churchgoers open our Bibles at home during the week at least 
once. And for every person who is reading his/her Bible every day (19%), 
someone isn’t…at all (18%). (By Ed Stetzer)
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U.S. ELECTIONS
This December issue of the BSGT is going to press the day after national elec-
tions. Here is a summary of the results by Gary Bauer’s “Campaign for Working 
Families” report:
Last night’s Republican victory was historic—and that’s not hyperbole. 
It is exceedingly rare for the country to experience two wave elections in 
a decade. Many pundits presumed that the GOP got its wave election in 
2010, so it just couldn’t happen again in 2014. But it did.

Republicans picked up eight Senate seats last night: Alaska, Arkansas, 
Colorado,	Iowa,	Montana,	North	Carolina,	South	Dakota,	and	West	Vir-
ginia. In the process, they defeated four incumbent Democrats (Begich, 
Pryor, Udall, and Hagan), something they haven’t done since Ronald Rea-
gan’s 1980 landslide. And the Senate elections are not over yet. Louisiana 
is headed to a December 6th runoff.

In the House, several races are still too close to call, but it is clear that 
the GOP succeeded in expanding its majority by more than a dozen seats. 
Speaker John Boehner will now control the largest Republican House 
majority in more than 60 years.

Across the country, at least 31 states now have Republican governors. 
GOP gubernatorial candidates prevailed in surprising places like Illinois, 
Maryland, and Massachusetts, while Governors Sam Brownback, Scott 
Walker, and Rick Scott were reelected.

Republicans also added to their tremendous 2010 state legislative vic-
tories. According to one analysis, “state legislative chambers now stand at 
65 Republican, 23 Democrat, 1 tie, and 4 undecided,” leaving Democrats 
“at their weakest point in state legislatures since the 1920s.”
Let us pray that the newly elected men and women may take a real stand for 
promoting spiritual, moral, and fiscal responsibility in this country. Above all, 
let us storm God’s mercy seat for repentance, reformation, and revival among 
the populace, that God’s true people may stand for righteousness and that 
many unbelievers may be saved. Genuine conversions in a national revival is 
what this nation needs more than anything else. Pray for it every day. —JRB



CORNER fOR TEENS: DEfENDING ThE fAThERhOOD Of GOD (3)

ReV. MaaRteN kuiVeNhoVeN & ReV. daVid VaNBRuGGe

Theology aT STake

When it comes to the topic of the 
Fatherhood of God, two main issues are 

at stake. The first is theological—how we 
think about God. The second is practical—

how we view gender roles and how we live within marriage 
and a host of other relationships. We will deal with the 
theological issue in this article and then in the final article 
with gender roles.

We need to defend the Fatherhood of God because it 
will affect our understanding of the Bible as God’s self-
revelation. When people choose to think of God as Mother 
or as feminine, they ultimately undermine how God has 
revealed Himself in His Word. God has not chosen to reveal 
Himself as a Mother or a woman. In Isaiah 49:15, God 
uses the illustration of a mother forgetting her child, but 
He argues in contrast. He is not like a mother who could 
possibly forget her sucking child; God will never forget 
His children. The noun used for “wisdom” in Proverbs 8 
is a feminine noun and is often interpreted as a reference 
to Christ; some would make a case that therefore Christ is 
referring to Himself in the feminine. This argument does 
not stand the scrutiny of language. This is simply a func-
tion of language and we should not read into it anything 
more than what God has revealed. Just because the noun 
is in the feminine case does not mean that Christ needs to 
be thought of as feminine. Rather, we ought to uphold the 
integrity of God’s self-revelation in Scripture as the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.

We also need to defend the Fatherhood of God because 
it will affect our understanding of God as Father in three 
key areas. The first is that God is our Father by creation, 
regardless of whether we are regenerate or unregenerate. As 
such, He is the Father of all people without discrimination. 
He created us and gave us being. We do not have control 
over God, but He is sovereign over us. In his speech to 
the Athenians, Paul drives this point home when he says, 
“For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as cer-
tain also of your own poets have said, for we are also his 
offspring” (Acts 17:28). If we are the offspring of God as 
human beings, then God is our Father. He has a claim upon 
us as His creatures. We are accountable to Him for all we do 
with our bodies, our minds, and our entire lives. 

Secondly, God is also the Father of His children by 
redemption. Time and again in Scripture we find this glori-
ous truth. All those that have been redeemed by the blood 

of Christ and are alive by the Spirit of God have God as 
their Father. Paul speaks of this in numerous places. In 
Romans 8:15, he says, “For ye have not received the spirit 
of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” This is repeated 
again in Galatians 4:4–7, where Paul writes that the Father 
sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to make sinners into sons. The 
Apostle John refers to God as Father of His children in John 
1:12: “But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name.” And as he meditates with wonder and awe upon 
God becoming his Father through Jesus Christ, he exclaims 
in 1 John 3:1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God!” Without maintaining the Fatherhood of God, we lose 
the principle of sonship and this precious comfort. Without 
God as our Father, we are still orphans in the world, sons 
of our father the devil (John 8:44).

Finally, if we lose the Fatherhood of God, we will also 
lose the historic and biblical doctrine of the Trinity. The 
integrity of Scripture will be diminished. The ancient creeds 
hammered out on the anvil of controversy will be rendered 
useless after two thousand years of church history. 

The very being of God is undercut if we lose sight of the 
Fatherhood of God. That God is the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is an undeniable fact of Scripture. In your devo-
tions, we encourage you to look up these verses that will help 
you to understand that relationship (Rom. 15:6; 2 Cor. 1:3; 
Eph. 1:3; Eph. 3:14; Col. 1:3). Read through the Apostles’, 
Athanasian, and Nicene creeds and you will begin to see 
the importance of the Fatherhood of God. When we read 
Scripture and the creeds, we begin to see that the Father-
hood of God is an essential aspect of the Christian faith and 
any other suggestion is a departure from orthodoxy. We pray 
that you will see the importance of this issue for your own 
soul and that you would come to know God as your Father 
through Jesus Christ. And if you do know Him as such, we 
pray that you would grow and deepen in your understanding 
of the comfort of knowing God as your Father and jealously 
defend Him from error.

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed 
Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin 
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. David VanBrugge is a 
pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com; 
dvanbrugge@gmail.com.
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hERITAGE REfORMED CONGREGATION
FroM A FrIEND IN PrISoN:
I am a sincere disciple of Jesus Christ with committed obe-
dience to following Him, and studying His Word through 
the lens of conservative Reformation theology. I was recently 
sent a “Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth” (which I have 
thoroughly enjoyed reading).

Though in prison, I have been able to serve the Lord 
mostly by teaching discipleship and sound doctrine; and 
occasionally I’ve been able to speak messages (sermons, if 
you will). I have recently prepared three in the event I get 
another opportunity to speak; they are on “Sin and Repen-
tance” (genuine, biblical repentance), Romans 12:1–2 (liv-
ing sacrifice), and Romans 12:12 (Christian application). I 
feel as if God may be moving me in this direction, which 
is why I’m writing you today. I would like to learn more 
from the materials you provide, and I love the conserva-
tive Reformation theology and writings. I enjoy Calvin, 
Whitefield, Alistair Begg, Louis Berkhof, John Murray, 
John MacArthur, just to name a few. I am well versed in 
the doctrines of this theology, and am now looking for 
resources that apply practical and personal application to 
this insight—sermons by men of God who teach the whole 
gospel, preparing souls for Christ’s return.

For those reasons, I would be greatly interested in any 
sermons you have on repentance, redemption, election, per-
severance, total depravity, and genuine discipleship. Please 
know that I am grateful for your time, and will use what 
you send to eagerly glorify God and His kingdom. Thank 
you. Galatians 2:20.

REfORMATION hERITAGE BOOKS
FroM A MINISTEr IN ALABAMA:
I thought I should express to you my sincere appreciation 
for all of your work in regards to the Puritans. I have Meet 
the Puritans and also Puritan Theology. They have been of 
much blessing to me. Although I am a Pentecostal pastor, I 
have found the depth and content of the Puritans to be very 
soul-building. There is no doubt that some of their theol-
ogy has made its way into my preaching. Also because of 
the Puritan book reviews, multiple sets of books have been 
added to my personal library. They have become great tools 
that are used on a regular basis! My sincere thanks to you!

SERMON AUDIO MINISTRY
FroM A FrIEND IN ENGLAND:
I read your blog about your mother and also listened to one 
of your topics from your Family Living Class on “What My 
Parents Taught Me.” I wanted to email and say thank you 
so much for both of these tributes. It was a huge encourage-
ment and inspiration to me as a new mother of a 12-week-old 

baby girl. My husband and I feel the weight of responsibility 
towards this precious soul we have been truly blessed with 
and I particularly as a mother understand what a huge spiri-
tual inf luence I will be to our little girl for better or worse. 
To hear how much your mother prayed is such a powerful 
testimony and very convicting. What a blessing she must 
have been to your family. 

We continue to remember you, your family, and your 
church in our prayers.

FroM A FrIEND IN INDoNESIA:
Just a note to let you know that I’ve been very blessed by all 
of your church’s sermons that I have heard on www.sermon 
audio.com. They are all very sound doctrinally but not dry. 
They always touch my heart. I thank God for them.

The Banner of Sovereign gr ace TruTh
FroM A MINISTEr IN MISSoUrI:
Just this evening I felt compelled to write you a word of 
gratitude for PRTS, RHB, and HRC’s ministry efforts. 
This past week my wife and I received an order through 
RHB and included was a complimentary copy of the Banner 
of Sovereign Grace Truth. I’ve already read that November 
issue through several times, and several articles have min-
istered much to me.

I’m a Baptist minister in west-central Missouri and have 
long considered myself a bit of a Puritan, even in my SBC 
context. I’m unaware of any other like-minded brothers 
nearby, so I find resources such as the Banner to be a particu-
lar treasure-trove to be mined. I had ordered the Psalter and 
have found it to point my thoughts Christ-ward throughout 
the week and it’s just whetting my appetite for more.

I’m so thankful for the brothers affiliated with PRTS 
and HRC and the fine resources you all make available. 
I’ve been reading through the book catalogs and savor the 
multitude of classic resources. You’re so deeply appreciated.

fROM OUR MAILBOx
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Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 
Manifested by the star 
To the sages from afar; 
Branch of royal David’s stem 
In Thy birth at Bethlehem; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
And at Cana, wedding guest, 
In Thy Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in power divine, 
Changing water into wine; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.

Manifest in making whole 
Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
Manifest in valiant fight, 
Quelling all the devil’s might; 
Manifest in gracious will, 
Ever bringing good from ill; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.

Sun and moon shall darkened be, 
Stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee, 
Christ will then like lightning shine, 
All will see His glorious sign: 
All will then the trumpet hear; 
All will see the Judge appear; 
Thou by all wilt be confessed, 
God in man made manifest.

Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 
Mirrored in Thy holy Word; 
May we imitate Thee now, 
And be pure, as pure art Thou; 
That we like to Thee may be 
At Thy great Epiphany; 
And may praise Thee, ever blest, 
God in man made manifest.

—CHrISTOPHEr WOrDSWOrTH

The Two Arrivals of Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ’s Two Amazing Natures

A Psalm for Christmas: The Ideal Man
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