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J. H. Merle d’Aubigné wrote, “The only true reformation is that which emanates from 
the Word of God.” As we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the birth of the 
Reformation on October 31, the meditation and editorial in this issue reminds us of 
this cardinal truth. But Reformation is more than this. It also entails the hard work of 
spreading the gospel one-on-one and by planting churches. Consequently, our special 
theme in this issue is on the reformation mandate of church planting. Eight articles 
are devoted to this all-too-often neglected imperative of the church of Jesus Christ.
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MEDITATION  |  REV . DAVID VANBRUGGE

Glad Through God’s Work! 

This psalm is a song for the Sabbath. Still today, each Sab-
bath calls us to remember God’s mighty acts in creation, in 
redemption, and through the resurrection. We are called to 
rest in them, looking forward to the eternal Sabbath. And 
we are to rejoice in God’s works. In Psalm 92, the psalmist 
notes four reasons for this rejoicing: God’s lovingkindness 
and faithfulness, the depth of God’s thoughts, the authority 
over the wicked, and the blessings to the righteous.

Looking back at the 500 years since the Reformation, those 
same four reasons should fill our hearts with the identical 
conclusion: “Lord, thou hast made me glad through thy work.” 

Consider how these considerations were evident in the 
Reformation. It was God’s covenant faithfulness that revived 
His church. It was the depths of God’s providence that 
controlled the Renaissance ideals, the politics of the day, 
inventions such as the printing press, and the abuses within 
Catholicism to bring about this great awakening. It was 
God’s authority over the most violent enemies that allowed 
men, governors, and states to stand strong in many differ-
ent countries. It was God’s hands that liberated people from 
the spiritual, political, economic, and cultural slavery of the 
Roman Catholic system. Consider the blessings that God’s 
hand provided— of the Holy Bible in common language, 
the realization of justification by faith, the priesthood of all 
believers, the spread of the gospel, and new institutions to 
promote and further these principles. “Lord, thou hast made 
me glad through thy work!”

The Reformation of the sixteenth century is not separate 
from the redemption that God began in the days of the Old 
Testament. God has one church, and He continues to bring 
about His purposes. We rejoice in this continuing work! 

Consider how these same four considerations the psalmist 
raised have been evident since the Reformation. Throughout 
the last five hundred years of church history, God has shown 
His faithfulness from day to day, from year to year, from 
generation to generation, from continent to continent. He has 
continued to save His elect. He has transformed many lives so 
that His people would recognize His work, but also so that 
His people can be blessed by each other. God continues to 

spread the gospel through the nations, using politics, wars, 
migration, and technology to achieve His purposes. The ene-
mies of atheism and secularism and communism have not 
been able to choke out God’s truth. The misrepresentation 
of what it is to be Christian, by individual people and entire 
nations, has not squelched the ongoing spiritual successes of 
the King of kings. 

Our world as we know it would be unimaginable without 
the Reformation. The history of nations, the advances of sci-
ence, the rule of law, education, literature, art, music, liberty 
and justice, and racial reconciliation would all be immensely 
different without the scriptural input begun through  
the Reformation. Without God’s work and grace through the 
Reformation, the world would be dark and oppressive. 

Instead, the blessings continue—and we today have the 
accumulated blessings of five hundred years of publishing of 
Christian reading material, Christian education, theological 
instruction, study and consideration of the Word of God. 
We have five hundred years of examples of faithful men and 
women following the Savior. We have years of witness—years 
of being reminded of the principles of Scripture alone, Christ 
alone, grace alone, faith alone, to the glory of God alone. 

Let us never assume we deserve this or that this will con-
tinue. Rather, let us be properly grateful and responsible for 
what we have. That begins for each one of us with repenting 
of our sin and hardness of heart, and believing the glorious 
gospel truth God has revealed through His Word and revived 
through the Reformation. That continues with lives that 
ref lect the glory of God in all that we do, learning from the 
heritage we have received. That depends on daily reliance 
on the same Holy Spirit used in the Reformation. May our 
Sabbaths then be filled with continued gladness for God’s 
continual work. 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing 
praises unto thy name, O most High.

Rev. David VanBrugge is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.

For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy 
work: I will triumph in the works of thy hands. 

—Psalm 92:4
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This interview with our editor was conducted by the Reforma-
torisch Dagblad and printed in this daily Reformed newspaper 
in Dutch. It is used here in English with permission.

1. Scripture alone is one of the five solas of the Reforma-
tion. Why did the Reformers emphasize this point? 
As far back as the late medieval period, Christians such 
as John Wycliffe and Jan Hus called people to return to 
Scripture. The Reformers, beginning with Martin Luther 
and Ulrich Zwingli, and continuing in men such as John 
Calvin and John Knox, led the church toward a recovery of 
the great teachings of the Bible. Their doctrines in contrast 
to the Roman Catholic Church are sometimes summarized 
in the five statements known as the solas (sola is Latin for 
“alone”): Scripture alone, grace alone, Christ alone, faith 
alone, and the glory of God alone. 

The first of these, sola Scriptura, asserts the sufficiency 
of the Bible for the faith and obedience of the church. 
In the Smalcald Articles, Luther wrote, “The Word of 
God—and no one else, not even an angel—should estab-
lish articles of faith.” The Geneva Confession (1536/1537) 
declares in its first article, “For the rule of our faith and 
religion, we wish to follow the Scripture alone, without 
mixing with it any other thing which might be fabricated 
by the interpretation of men apart from the Word of God; 
and we do not pretend to receive any other doctrine for 
our spiritual government than that which is taught us by 
the same Word, without addition or reduction, according 
to the command of our Lord.”

The principle of Scripture alone arises out of the 
unique properties of the Bible as God’s infallible, inerrant, 
divinely authoritative, self-authenticating, clear, and pow-
erful Word. The fact that the Bible is the written Word of 
God implies that it is uniquely sufficient as God’s special 
revelation to us today. However, although the sufficiency 
of Scripture f lows out of these other properties, it is a 
distinct doctrine in itself which we must teach and uphold. 

2. What does “sola Scriptura” mean?
The doctrine of the sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures is 
that everything necessary for saving faith and spiritual life 
is taught in the Bible. Therefore, the preaching, teaching, 
and counseling of God’s church is the ministry of the 
Word of God, and has no authority to base its doctrine or 
directives on anything else, even if enshrined in church 
tradition. As Cyprian said, tradition without God’s truth is 
just old error. Calvin said, “All our wisdom is contained in 
the Scriptures, and neither ought we to learn, nor teachers 
to draw their instructions, from any other source.” 

The Westminster Confession of Faith (1.6) offers a 
helpful summary of the doctrine: “The whole counsel of 
God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, 
man’s salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down 
in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be 
deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time 
is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit or 
traditions of men.”

The sufficiency of Scripture is limited to the Bible’s 
purpose in revealing truth for our salvation and obedience 
(Ps. 19:7–11; John 20:31). The doctrine does not assert that 
the Bible is sufficient to guide all human activities in every 
respect so as to resolve every question with direct answers. 
The Bible does not claim to be a comprehensive guide to 
science, history, medicine, the arts, or politics. Instead, it 
gives us “the words of the wise” so “that thy trust may be 
in the LORD” (Prov. 22:17, 19). 

Sola Scriptura should also not be misunderstood to 
exclude the use of living teachers, books, catechisms, and 
confessions produced by them. We must welcome these 
helps as means that the Holy Spirit uses in the body of 
Christ (1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11–13). However, they are 
subordinated to the Bible. Merely human words have 
authority to direct our faith and obedience only inso-
far as they faithfully reproduce and apply the teachings  
of Scripture. 

EDITORIAL  |  DR. JOEL R. BEEKE
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3. What can we learn from the Reformers?
The Reformers call us to receive God’s testimony about 
His Word. If we are true heirs of the Reformers, then we 
do not rest in the Reformers themselves, but follow them 
in so far as they follow the word of Christ. Like Luther 
and Calvin, we must be people of the Bible.

Negatively, we find the sufficiency of Scripture asserted 
in the biblical prohibitions against adding to or subtracting 
from God’s Word (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:5–6; Rev. 22:18–19). 
We must not draw spiritual wisdom from any other source, 
whether spiritual experiences (Isa. 8:19–20) or human tra-
dition (Isa. 29:13; Mark 7:6–7; cf. Col. 2:22).

Positively, the Bible bears witness to the complete-
ness of its revelation. The Bible is sufficient for moral 
instruction (Mic. 6:8a) and salvation (Luke 16:27–31). 
God’s revelation is full and complete now that God’s Son 
has come in the f lesh, and we have the New Testament 
(Heb. 1:1–2). The Bible is sufficient to lead children to 
wisdom and salvation and to equip the minister of the 
gospel for all his works (2 Tim. 3:15–17). The Holy Scrip-
tures qualify the minister with the truth needed to lead 
God’s church, just as a holy life qualifies him morally  
(2 Tim. 2:21). Robert Rollock said, “The Scripture is per-
fect, containing in it all things necessary for faith and 
manners, not only sufficiently, but also abundantly.”

4. The Protestant position on the Bible has come under 
attack today. Why? Is a fresh appraisal of the Reforma-
tion understanding of the Bible needed today?
The sufficiency of Scripture has been attacked or neglected 
in many different ways. At root, these distortions arise 
from fallen mankind’s unbelief toward God’s self-revela-
tion and idolatrous seeking after the divine in the creature. 
Common errors include the following:

  • Roman Catholicism: The full revelation of God is 
found in the Bible plus tradition. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church says, “Both Scripture and Tradition 
must be accepted and honored with equal sentiments 
of devotion and reverence.” 

  • Liberalism: The Bible is an ancient book containing 
errors and legends. We find God within us, whether 
through religious feelings (per Friedrich Schleier-
macher), universal brotherly love (Albrecht Ritschl), 
or rationalism (Adolf von Harnack). 

  • Neo-Orthodoxy: The Word is not a book, but meet-
ing Christ. Karl Barth said, “What makes scripture 
holy scripture is not the correctness of the prophetic 
and apostolic statements and thoughts about God but 
the I-Thou encounter, person to person.”

  • Religious Pluralism: There are many ways to God; 
none are authoritative or entirely reliable. John Hick 
taught that every religion with its holy book repre-
sents man’s groping after “the Real” that cannot be 
directly known or experienced.

  • Pentecostalism: Modern “prophets” such as Kenneth 
Hagin claim to receive visions and revelations where 
the Lord supposedly speaks to them, makes known 
future events, unveils secret information, and teaches 
doctrine and practical direction.

  • Evangelical Pragmatism: God’s Word suffices for 
doctrine, but we need man’s wisdom to know how 
to gather a congregation, win adherents, increase 
financial giving and service, and improve relation-
ships—that is, to build the church.

All of these errors deny or undermine sola Scriptura by 
adding to or subtracting from the Bible. We must return 
to the wise position taken by our Reformed forefathers and 
declared in the Reformed confessions, that we will lean not 
on our own understanding for spiritual and saving wisdom, 
but on the written Word of God. The Bible, and the Bible 
alone, gives us the spiritual truth that we need to live and 
f lourish as the church of Jesus Christ. We must embrace 
the Bible not just as a set of beliefs to define a religious 
sect, but as doctrine that transforms us to live unto God 
in every area of life.

5. You wrote about the transforming power of Scripture. 
What is the link with sola Scriptura?
In the same context where the apostle Paul taught that 
the Holy Scriptures are sufficient, he also said they are 
“able to make thee wise” and “profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” 
(2 Tim. 3:15–17). What makes these writings “able” and 
“profitable”? It is their character as “God-breathed” docu-
ments (v. 16). The Spirit of God produced them (2 Peter 
1:21), and the same Spirit works through them to give life 
(John 6:63).

Receiving the Word of God means receiving the power 
of God (Rom. 1:16). The Reformers taught that God gave 
us Scripture as His Word of truth and of power. As His 
Word of truth, we can trust Scripture for time and eter-
nity. As the Word of power, we can look to Scripture to 
transform and renew our minds through the Spirit of God. 
That power must be manifested in our lives, our homes, 
our churches, and our communities. While other books 
may inform or even reform us, only one book can transform 
us into the image of Christ. 
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It is necessary for us to affirm the doctrine of sola Scrip-
tura, for it must not become merely a polemical doctrine. 
We must certainly defend what the Word is, but we must 
be no less passionate about seeking what the Word does. 
Scripture is God speaking to us, as a father speaks to his 
children. We must long, therefore, to experience the suf-
ficiency of our God’s words, as a baby longs to drink milk 
from its mother (1 Peter 2:2). As the heirs of the Reforma-
tion, we must complement the defense of the doctrine of 
biblical sufficiency with a positive demonstration of the 
transforming power of God’s Word. That power must be 
manifested in our lives, our homes, our churches. 

6. “Scripture is God speaking to us.” What do you mean?
The Bible indicates that the words of the prophets and 
apostles are the words of God. Their words, written in the 
Holy Scriptures, are “the word of the LORD” (2 Chron. 
34:21; 35:6). David said, “The Spirit of the LORD spake by 
me, and his word was in my tongue” (2 Sam. 23:2). What 
“was spoken by the prophet Joel,” is what “saith God” 
(Acts 2:16–17). Whether we are reading the Psalms or 
Jeremiah, the Holy Spirit is speaking (Heb. 3:7; 10:15–17). 
The apostolic writings of the New Testament are not the 
mere words of men, but in them we hear, as Paul said, 
“Christ speaking in me” (2 Cor. 13:3).

This doctrine implies that we must listen to the Holy 
Scriptures with reverent fear, for God is speaking to us. 
The Lord said in Isaiah 66:1–2, “Thus saith the LORD, 
The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: 
where is the house that ye build unto me? And where is 
the place of my rest? For all those things hath mine hand 
made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but 
to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.” Calvin said that 
Scripture is as authoritative as if we heard God’s “living 
words” from heaven with our own ears.

7. What does sola Scriptura mean for a Christian’s daily 
reading of the Bible? 
As individual Christians, the sufficiency of the Bible 
implies that whatever question or trial we may face, we 
must go to the Word to know God and His will. The world 
cannot offer us real solutions to the problems of guilt, sin, 
bondage to wickedness, alienation from God, spiritual 
coldness and drowsiness, lack of spiritual joy and commu-
nion with God, etc. When we lack wisdom, we must pray 
for God to grant it (James 1:5), and seek it eagerly from 
His mouth (Prov. 2:3–6). Augustine said, “In all these 

books those who fear God and are of a meek and pious 
disposition seek the will of God…. For among the things 
that are plainly laid down in Scripture are to be found all 
matters that concern faith and the manner of life, to wit, 
hope and love.” 

How well do we understand the principle of sola Scrip-
tura? Do we search, love, live, and pray over the Holy 
Scriptures? Is the Bible the compass that leads us through 
the storms and over the waves that we encounter in life? Is 
Scripture the mirror by which we dress ourselves (James 
1:22–27), the rule by which we work (Gal. 6:16), the water 
with which we wash (Ps. 119:9), the fire that warms us 
(Luke 24:32), the food that nourishes us (Job 23:12), the 
sword with which we fight (Eph. 6:17), the counselor who 
resolves our doubts and fears (Ps. 119:24), and the heritage 
that enriches us (Ps. 119:111–112)? Are we learning from 
Scripture, as Benjamin Keach said, “The best way of liv-
ing, the noblest way of suffering, and the most comfortable 
way of dying”? Has sola Scriptura become our personal 
watchword, causing us, like Luther and Calvin, to become 
captive in our consciences to the very words of God?

8. What does sola Scriptura mean for you personally?
As a Christian, sola Scriptura teaches me that I do not live 
by food in my mouth or money in my bank account, but by 
the Word of God dwelling richly in my heart. The Spirit 
of God grants all my comfort and sanctification through 
the Word. I have no relationship with Christ apart from 
faith in the Word. 

As a father and now a grandfather, sola Scriptura 
teaches me that my primary and pervasive responsibility 
to my family is to speak the Word of God to them. The 
Bible is sufficient for Christian parents to give moral and 
spiritual instruction to their children. This should give 
great encouragement to all parents to teach their sons and 
daughters the Word of God and to integrate the Word into 
every aspect of their family life, just as God commands 
them (Deut. 6:6–7; Eph. 6:4). 

As a minister of the gospel, president of a seminary, 
and editorial director of a publishing house, sola Scriptura 
teaches me that in the Bible God has given me all the truth 
and wisdom that I need to exercise humble, servant leader-
ship. I have no authority to speak apart from this Word. 
All my preaching, teaching, pastoral care, leadership, 
counseling, and editorial work, must bear the imprimatur 
of “Thus saith the Lord.” 

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary and a pastor of the Heritage 
Reformed Congregation in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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Dr. George Lawson (1749–1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 
1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As 
a professor of theology he trained scores of men for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for 
his sermons and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less known is his scarce work, 
Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided 
into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of 
practical, savory truth. As space allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below is the nineteenth part of the second chapter.

MOTIVES AND ENCOURAGEMENTS TO FAITH IN CHRIST (CONT.)
Practical Directions
Sixth, we must endeavor to live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved us, and gave Himself for us (continued).
Blessed is the man whose strength is in the Lord Jesus! When 
he is weak then is he strong. How wonderful were the exploits 
which Paul achieved by the strength of Christ (Rom. 15:19). We 
are not called to such arduous work, yet the poorest Christian is 
called to services of great moment to himself, and of no small 
importance to the church of Christ; but he is called to no service 
without correspondent promises of help from Christ. Whatever 
we do, therefore, in word or deed, let it be done in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. We must pray in His name; we must render 
thanks to God through Him, and for His sake must expect the 
acceptance of everything we do in the service of the Lord. To 
suppose that God will be pleased with anything we do on any 
other ground than that of Christ’s mediation would be no less 
presumptuous than it would have been for an ancient Israelite 
to have presented to God his own sacrifices, instead of putting 
them into the hands of the priests who were consecrated to bear 
the iniquity of holy things (1 Peter 2:5).

We ought to live by faith in Christ, amidst the conflicts and 
trials of life. We are called to fight the Lord’s battles against 
the devil and the world, as well as against the corruptions of 
our own hearts; and as David went forth against Goliath in 
the name of the living God, we must be strong in the Lord 
Jesus and in the power of His might, that we may stand firm 
against all the powers of darkness seeking our overthrow (Eph. 
6:12). The prince of this world is already judged. We are to 
fight against him as a foe already effectually subdued by our 
great Leader, and in the assured hope that the God of peace 
will bruise him under our feet shortly. Paul, buffeted by Satan, 
prayed to Christ, and trusting in Him, out of weakness he was 
made strong (2 Cor. 12:9).

The world also is a dangerous enemy. We are too easily 
frightened from duty by its frowns, or seduced by its smiles, or 
corrupted by its ensnaring example. But Christ gave Himself 
for us to deliver us from this present evil world. In His life and 
death we see how little regard Jesus paid either to the great or 
evil things of the present life. The contemplation of His glory 
will change us into the same image. Who had greater reason 
than the Apostle Paul to complain of a hard conf lict with the 
world; but he lived by faith of the Son of God, and could say, 

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom I am crucified unto the world, and the 
world is crucified unto me.” Hence the world had no terrors 
for him. He was not afraid to go to Jerusalem, the dwelling-
place of his most malignant adversaries; he was not afraid 
to go to Rome and appear before Caesar; he was not afraid 
to advance alone into any of the great centers of population, 
though warned beforehand that in every city bonds and aff lic-
tions awaited him. He trusted in the Lord, and knew that he 
would be delivered from every evil work, and preserved safe 
unto God’s heavenly kingdom.

Among the sorest aff lictions of Christians are those which 
are embittered by a consciousness of guilt and shortcoming. It 
is a sign of great hardness of heart not to be overcome with 
grief when God testifies His displeasure against us; but even 
at such times we must not cast away our confidence in a mer-
ciful Redeemer, who can have compassion on the ignorant 
and on them that are out of the way. David out of the depths 
cried unto God; he confessed that if the Lord should mark 
iniquity, neither he nor any of the human race could stand; 
but he ref lected that there was forgiveness with God, and so 
he waited for the Lord, and exhorted every Israelite to hope 
in the Lord, because with Him there is mercy, and with Him 
there is plenteous redemption.

Spiritual distress occasioned by a sense of guilt, or the preva-
lence of sin, or the force of sore temptation, is sometimes almost 
insupportable. Where, in such a case, is our help to be found? 
Only in Him who Himself suffered, being tempted, and is ever 
able to succor them that are tempted. David was greatly cast 
down through guilt resting on his conscience, but he was well 
assured that the application of atoning blood, typified by that 
of the legal sacrifices, would make him whiter than the snow, 
and would make the bones which sin had broken to rejoice. 
The one oblation of Christ forever perfects all them that are 
sanctified. Resting on His finished work, Jesus becomes their 
Advocate, their Prince, their Shepherd, their Guide to the land 
of uprightness. He will heal all their diseases. He will bind up 
their painful wounds. He will make them as if they had never 
sinned, and will take occasion from their very unworthiness and 
wretchedness to display the riches of His grace (1 John 1:7–9; 
2:1; Ps. 86:5, 6).

These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. —JOHN 20:31

       IN CHRIST (19)Faith
DOCTRINAL CHRISTIANITY |  GEORGE LAWSON
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Daniel 3 is a story of courage. Set in a world system that was 
both ignorant of and hostile to truth, the story of the fiery fur-
nace teaches us that we must stand firm and faithful regardless 
of the external pressures to compromise. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego teach us that the courage to do so comes from 
faith in God and His Word. Knowing that whatever hap-
pened was God’s will enabled them to face their situation 
with confidence. It is that kind of total dependence on God 
that empowers believers to stand on the promises. Although 
the trial of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego was unique, it 
nonetheless illustrates the kind of problem faced by every gen-
eration of saints and guides us to the solution. Their absolute 
commitment to the Lord enabled them to resist the world’s 
pressure and to rest upon the Lord.

THE WORLD’S PRESSURES
This world is no friend of grace. Yet this hostile world is where 
God has placed His people, where they must live to serve and 
glorify Him. This incident in the life of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego outlines the ageless tactics used by the world to 
seduce believers to worldliness and worldly thinking.

First, conformity to the world is made attractive. The issue 
confronting the expatriated Hebrews centered on the grand 
statue of gold that Nebuchadnezzar had erected of himself  
(v. 1). Resting on a nine-foot base and extending ninety feet 
into the air, this huge image very likely only approximated how 
much larger than life Nebuchadnezzar saw himself. 

The unveiling of the statue provided an occasion for cel-
ebration and for great pomp. The crowd consisted of a “who’s 
who” of Babylon: celebrities were invited (v. 2), and they were 
to lead the masses gathered from every part of the empire  
(v. 4). There was even a great orchestra to provide music for 
the official ceremony (v. 5). This was a national happening; 
just being there was an honor. The only price of admission was 
bowing to the image at the sound of the musical cue. The entire 
scene shows how acceptance and being a part of something can 
prove almost irresistibly attractive. Nobody wants to be left out.

Second, nonconformity is made dangerous. A furnace of burning 
fire situated for all to see (v. 6) supplied a powerful motive to 
comply with the state’s demand. The smoke billowing from the 
furnace threatened everyone to listen carefully for the music that 
signaled the appropriate time to pay homage to the image. The 
smoke was enough to force the crowd to bow down in unison. 

Without doubt, many bowed down thoughtlessly. More than 
likely, some bowed with less than reverential thoughts toward 
Nebuchadnezzar. Whether thoughtlessly, hypocritically, or sin-
cerely, it is always safe and easy to follow the crowd. The crowd 

can tolerate insincerity but not independence, particularly when 
motivated by religious conviction based on biblical truth. The 
world tends to be intolerant of any who defy society’s norms 
because of adherence to biblical principles. Today’s consequence 
for nonconformity to the world may not be death in an oven, but 
separation from the world always entails repercussions. 

Third, nonconformity is made conspicuous. When the note 
sounded, everybody there bowed except Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego (vv. 7–8, 12). Standing alone was probably the 
greatest pressure of all to bend the knee like everybody else; the 
smoke from the furnace had to be plainly visible with no heads 
in the way to obscure the view. But the text gives no hint that 
the three had even a moment’s doubt about their decision to 
stand. It would have been easy to rationalize in their conspicu-
ous solitude that they could bow down and still please God. 
“If we burn in the furnace, there will be no other witness left 
in Babylon. Where is Daniel, anyway?” “We probably should 
bow down. After all, God has ordained human government, 
and He expects us to obey those in authority over us.” “Nobody 
knows us here. What would it hurt?” It’s not hard to imagine 
the possible excuses justifying a compromise of convictions. 
The point is clear enough: it is hard to stand alone.

THE BELIEVER’S COURAGEOUS FAITH
Courage is not a uniquely spiritual virtue, but when that courage 
f lows from an unwavering conviction of the unchangeable truth 
of God’s Word and from a personal resolve to take God at His 
word, it becomes a virtue that is spiritual indeed. It is an expres-
sion of faith. This story suggests some important lessons for 
every Christian concerning how to walk with courageous faith.

First, courageous faith is based on God’s Word. This principle 
is crucial if we are going to stand well in crisis. Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego had enough spiritual discernment 
to interpret the king’s demand for what it really was. This 
ecumenical celebration was more than a political rally express-
ing allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar. They rightly understood 
the command to bow down and worship the image to have 
religious overtones. Connecting it to Babylonian paganism, 
they interpreted the commanded gesture as forbidden idolatry  
(v. 12). Obedience to God was not optional (Ex. 20:3) Obedi-
ence is always the necessary corollary to faith. 

Second, courageous faith operates regardless of the consequences. 
The first consequence was malicious anger. Although the entire 
crowd was supposed to bow when the music sounded, some-
body in the crowd must have seen the three standing because 
the Chaldeans knew what had happened. When they found 
out, they “accused the Jews” (v. 8). A more literal translation 

A STORY OF COURAGE
Daniel 3

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY   DR. MICHAEL P. V. BARRETT
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of the Aramaic of verse 8 expresses something of the spite-
ful vehemence of the Chaldeans: “they ate the pieces of the 
Jews.” The ungodly hate what they do not understand. The 
Babylonians could not comprehend why the Jews stood defi-
antly against the crowd. All they could do was interpret the 
behavior as strange, anti-social, and unBabylonian. Nobody 
enjoys being misunderstood, ridiculed, or hated. But the three 
Hebrews knew that God’s cause was more important than 
personal feelings.

When Nebuchadnezzar heard, he gave the Jews the benefit 
of the doubt (vv. 13–18), assuming they had misunderstood. 
What appeared to be the king’s patience was just another 
avenue of testing. It is a common ploy of Satan to bring into 
question the results of faithful obedience. So far, the only thing 
achieved by standing was to incite anger. Upon re-evaluation, 
maybe defying the command was not the best course of behav-
ior. The visible results of trusting and obeying God must not 
be factors. We are to trust and obey for the sake of trusting and 
obeying; there is no other way.

Third, courageous faith is neither obnoxious nor presumptuous. 
The three faced the consequences of their decision without 
arrogance toward the king and without presumption before the 
Lord. When confronted by Nebuchadnezzar, they respectfully 
acknowledged that the indictment against them was accurate 
and that there was no need to offer any defense (v. 16). Too 
often, Christians, while taking the right stand on issues, do 
so in such a self-righteous and arrogant manner that even 
other Christians who agree with them want to disassociate 
themselves. Being cantankerous only harms the cause. Even 
more outstanding was their sure confidence in God’s will, even 
though they did not know how the divine will would come 
together for them. God’s ability to deliver them from the king’s 
furnace was not in doubt; they knew He could. But they did not 
know if He would (vv. 17–18). They were willing to risk their 
lives, certain that whatever happened would be the good and 
perfect will of God. That kind of commitment is not natural; 
it is the operation of faith.

 
GOD’S UNFAILING PURPOSE
One way or another, God achieves His glory and His people’s 
good, but He doesn’t always do it the way we might expect. 
The accomplishing of that purpose for Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego did not mean preventing adversity: they were 
thrown alive into the fire (vv. 19–23). Nebuchadnezzar had 
become so enraged against the three that he gave orders to 
stoke the f lames, intensifying the heat as much as possible. So 
hot was the furnace that the heat fatally scorched the would-be 
executioners. No doubt that as the three were being cast into 
the fire, they thought that their time was up and that they 
would soon be in the presence of their Lord. This bit of irony 
highlights the amazing nature of the rest of the story. 

Although it was the will of God to place His servants in 
the furnace, it was not His will to leave them alone. Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego were wrong about their time being 
up, but they were right about their being soon in the presence 
of their Lord. Although the now dead executioners had tossed 
three bound men into the f lames, the astonished king saw four 
men walking around, giving no sign of fear or pain. The fourth 
man really caught the king’s attention, and he exclaimed, “The 
form of the fourth is like the Son of God” (v. 25). This state-
ment raises two questions: (1) Whom did Nebuchadnezzar see? 
(2) Whom did Nebuchadnezzar think he saw? 

Let me answer the second question first. The Aramaic 
expression translates literally “a son of gods.” Semitic language 
often uses the word “son” to designate members of a class. 
This would mean that Nebuchadnezzar recognized the fourth 
individual as belonging to the class of supernatural beings, a 
designation that fits with his referring to the individual as an 
“angel” in verse 28. As a pagan, Nebuchadnezzar would not 
have known about the second person of the Trinity, but the 
sight was so glorious that even a pagan could recognize that 
this was someone supernatural. 

Now to the first question. I believe that Nebuchadnez-
zar saw the second person of the Trinity in Christophany, a 
pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. Although 
Nebuchadnezzar saw Him, the Lord did not appear for his 
benefit; He was there for the comfort and encouragement of 
the three who had been faithful to Him unto what they per-
ceived to be their death. The Lord’s presence may not always 
be—and usually is not—evident to the natural sight, but it is 
always the reality of faith. Whereas the Lord’s presence with 
His people is a guaranteed promise, physical deliverance from 
danger is not (see Heb. 11:36–38). In this incident, however, it 
was the Lord’s will to deliver. 

The Lord’s deliverance was remarkable and complete. 
When all was done, those rescued from the fire did not even 
smell of smoke (v. 27). God loosed them from their bonds  
(v. 25), comforted them in their trial (vv. 24, 25, 28), protected 
them from harm (v. 27), and honored them before their previ-
ous accusers, causing them to prosper (v. 30). In this instance, 
spectacular deliverance was the best way for God to receive 
glory. Proud Nebuchadnezzar was forced to admit that “there 
is no other God that can deliver after this sort,” and he made it 
a crime throughout his kingdom to blaspheme this God (v. 29). 
What started as a solitary witness to the one true and living 
God by three seemingly insignificant young men in the plain of 
Dura spread by the decree of a pagan king to the whole realm. 
This is an undisputed example of God’s using the wrath of man 
to get praise for Himself (Ps. 76:10).

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and an 
ordained minister in the Heritage Reformed denomination.



Studies in John (20)
NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY | DR. GERALD M. BILKES READ: JOHN 20

Christ rose the first day of the week (John 20:1). Long ago, 
the first day of the original week started a new creation with 
light (Gen. 1:3), and now His day of resurrection brought 
about a new start for the world—a dawn of hope, a new era 
of life, for now the price of sin had been paid and death had 
been conquered. 

The apostle John did not record the event of the resur-
rection, only its evidences and consequences. Christ had 
prophesied it when He said: “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up,” and John clarified that He had spoken of 
the temple of His body (John 2:19, 21). These words have now 
come true. The resurrection is sure; it is as sure as the Word 
of God, which is infinitely more firm and solid than the hard 
and heavy stone guarding the tomb. 

John’s focus in his account is not the fact of the resurrection 
per se, though that is absolutely necessary. He focuses on faith 
in the resurrection. In fact, John goes out of his way to show 
in a number of ways how the risen Christ nurtures faith in the 
hearts of His disciples. 

JOHN (vv. 1–10)
It all started with Mary Magdalene, who arrived first at the 
sepulcher. Early that morning, when it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene spotted that the stone was gone, and ran to Simon 
Peter and to John. “They have taken away the Lord,” she 
lamented (v. 2). This report prompted Peter and John to run 
to the sepulcher, John outrunning Peter. John stooped down 
and saw the linen clothes inside, though he didn’t enter. Peter 
did enter the sepulcher, and saw the napkin that had been over 
His head laying on one side, and the other linen clothes by 
themselves. This was a sign of the resurrection of Christ. No 
grave robbery had taken place, for then, everything, including 
the grave clothes, would have been gone, or at least the grave 
clothes broken up and all in a mess. But the grave clothes 
were still intact as a cocoon, shaped by all the ointment and 
spices with which they had been prepared. Christ had not 
been unwrapped like Lazarus was some chapters back. No one 
else had been involved. He Himself rose with the power of an 
endless life (Heb. 7:16). He is the Word made f lesh, now risen 
from the dead. He showed a power over death itself, a power 
greater than had ever been seen before. And John, the author 
of this gospel, went in, saw, and believed (v. 8). 

MARY (vv. 11–18)
Next, John turns our attention to Mary Magdalene, out of 
whom Christ had cast seven devils (Mark 16:9). This is a 
stirring demonstration of Christ’s tender love for His child: 
Christ came to her in her sorrow, when she was too troubled 
to see Him. He tenderly called her, she recognized Him, and 
He comforted her.

Obviously, Christ was eager to manifest the reassuring 
power of the resurrection to Mary, previously so captivated by 
the devil. To her Christ showed His victory over death and 
darkness, for He had triumphed over the devil and was eager 
to bring that victory to bear on the experience of Mary. 

The conversation between Christ is instructive regarding 
spiritual life. Mary poured out her heart to her Lord, whom 
she didn’t recognize: “They have taken away my Lord, and I 
know not where they have laid him” (v. 13). Notice how she 
acknowledged Him as “my Lord,” even though she thinks Him 
dead. Her heart still feels Him to be her Lord, though her mind 
thinks of Him as dead. The knowledge of her faith is lagging 
behind the experience of her faith! Even though she may have 
felt left alone by Jesus, she still cares deeply for Him, for He is 
still her Savior and she can never forget all He has done for her. 

From His side, the Savior is directing Mary. Notice His ques-
tions: “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 
Pastorally, He is training her to ask the right questions. She is 
seeking a “whom,” a Person. We all by nature look for happiness, 
meaning, joy, fulfillment, sadness gone, and so on, not realizing 
that we are missing the only One who can fill emptiness, bind 
our wounds, and heal our sorrows. The answer is Jesus. Christ 
is even asking this of you now: Whom are you seeking? Whom 
are we seeking in our sorrows and our loneliness? 

Everything changed when Jesus called her name. This is the 
example of a sheep who recognized her Shepherd’s voice. It’s 
wonderful to hear Jesus call your name, and find your identity 
on His lips. He knew her by name and came to lead her. 

She called back to Him. I picture it this way: she gasped, 
“Rabboni,” or “my Master.” She couldn’t help herself any more. 
She held Him tightly, fearing to let Him go again. Jesus then 
told Mary quite a bit in a few words, and asked her to pass it 
on to the disciples: “Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to 
my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your 
God” (v. 17). Mary, who had been a servant of Satan, became 
a witness of Christ, telling the good news to the others.

THE TEN (vv. 19–23)
The evening of this “first day of the week” (v. 19) was as remark-
able as the morning. The disciples were together, behind locked 
doors for fear of the Jews. All of a sudden, Jesus came and stood 
in the midst with a greeting of peace. He showed them the scars 
on His hands and his feet, the evidence of His suffering and 
death. If anyone would have doubted His death, His scars were 
proof that He had truly died and was risen. No wonder, then, 
that we read that “then were the disciples glad, when they saw 
the Lord” (v. 20). 

“My Lord and My God”
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Christ spoke to them about His Father, as He had also to 
Mary earlier that day (v. 17). The Savior rejoiced in the fact 
that there was now access to God through Him. And the 
disciples would continue Christ’s mission in the world. Just 
as the Father had sent Christ, so too Christ would send these 
His disciples. What a glorious task! They will receive every-
thing they need, including the promised Holy Spirit. Christ 
had foretold all that the Spirit would do. He would be in the 
disciples a well of water springing up unto everlasting life (John 
7:37–39). He would be the Comforter, leading and guiding into 
all truth (14:18, 26). 

It is also significant that His first word to them was “peace” 
(v. 19). Three times in this chapter, Christ distributed His peace 
(vv. 19, 21, 26). This peace is the outcome of the battle He has 
fought. He secured it in the defeat of the devil and death, in 
the payment for sin. He took away the cause of enmity and can 
proclaim peace, as Paul will say in Ephesians 2:14. When the 
Spirit is given to you, Christ’s peace is applied to your soul. 

THOMAS (vv. 24–29)
It is not a coincidence that John leaves the appearance of Christ 
to Thomas for last. All along, John is especially concerned to 
see people believe in Christ, for faith is so important. Thomas 
was a disciple of Christ’s, but his faith was strongly assaulted. 
He was easily plagued with doubts. He was a spiritual melan-
cholic, as you can find today. Some people see the dark side 
of everything, experiencing very little rest for their tempest-
tossed souls. But John wants to show what all Christ can do, 
even with the least amount of faith. That is what counts: what 
the Savior will do. 

Not surprisingly, Thomas was not with the disciples the 
first time they met together on the evening of the resurrection. 
When the disciples told him they had seen the Lord, and all 
that had happened, he raised the stakes as high as possible: “If 
I don’t see the prints, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe” (v. 25). 

Yet, even against the backdrop of this doubt-filled demand, 
Christ came a week after the first appearance. Again He 
honored the first day of the week with His presence in the 
gathering of His disciples, and this time Thomas was with 
them. Addressing Thomas, He said: “Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it 
into my side: and be not faithless, but believing” (v. 27). Christ 
met His troubled and fearful believer. He knew the weakness 
of the heart to believe, and gave evidence of His truth. He dealt 
gently with Thomas.

Christ knew Thomas’s thoughts and heart, and He stooped 
to Thomas’s need. Picture it a moment: There stands Christ in 
all His resurrection glory, over against Thomas in all his dark 
doubts and suspicions. And what happens? Thomas becomes the 
greatest witness in the whole of the gospel. He says so climacti-
cally: “My Lord and my God” (v. 28). This is a lofty confession. 
He sees Christ as Lord and God. And it is a gloriously personal 

confession: My Lord and my God. This is what Christ can do 
with people, no matter how little their faith. 

Yet, Christ does not want us to believe only based on per-
sonal appearance or experience. He proclaims those blessed 
who have not seen, and yet believe (v. 29). Those who love 
Christ, even without having seen Him, are blessed. Peter con-
firms this in 1 Peter 1:8 of the Christians of Asia Minor: 
“Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now we 
see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.” Do we believe like this?

YOU AND I (vv. 30–31)
All the signs in this gospel of John have been selected to this 
end, that we “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing” we might “have life through his name”  
(v. 31). We did not have the opportunity to walk into the empty 
tomb, or meet Jesus outside in the garden and clutch His feet. 
We did not have the chance to meet Him in the upper room 
like Peter, John, Andrew, and Thomas. However, we have their 
testimony, and as we hear it, we are being asked if we believe 
it. When we believe the record God has given of His Son, 
we set our seal to this that God is true (John 3:33). When we 
don’t believe it, we are calling God a liar, and we are left to the 
hopelessness that man is in without the gospel of this Savior. 

Many of God’s children have doubts and fears of one kind 
or another. May we, like Thomas and like Asaph before him 
(see Ps. 73), in doubt and temptation learn to rest in God and 
His Word, and then we too will exclaim the worthiness of the 
Lord: “My Lord and My God.”

QUESTIONS:
1. What significance does it have that Christ rose on the 

first day of the week? Is it important that the whole day 
belongs to God? Can you prove it from this passage? 

2. How can grief and sorrow block us from seeing God’s 
presence and believing His promises? How does God 
change this in the life of His people? Is there anything 
we can do for people who so miss the presence of the 
Lord in their lives that they can’t go on? 

3. Think about the two names Mary and Jesus called each 
other, and how much they contain. How does God call 
our name? What is it like when God calls your name?

4. Why is believing without the evidence so important in 
faith? What can we learn from this for our own lives? 

5. In what ways was Christ meeting the disciples in their 
unbelief? Does He still do this today? 

6. Christ glorified Himself despite Thomas’s doubts. Does 
that make it alright to doubt? Why is the confession of 
Thomas such a fitting end to this chapter? 

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.
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To adequately make a case for church planting, we need to 
define our terms. Some people think of church planting in 
terms of establishing a church in a far-f lung place where 
there is no witness to the gospel. Others think of church 
planting as planting a church where there are other churches 
in the area, but without the presence of a strong Reformed 
and confessional witness. Yet others think of church plant-
ing as taking a group of families from a large, established 
church and forming another church because of church size, 
pastoral workload, and oversight. This also has the effect 
of doubling a biblical, Reformed witness in a specific geo-
graphical area. Yet others think of church planting, not in 
terms of starting an entirely new church, but revitalizing a 
church that is in all respects dying and in need of reform-
ing. What all these legitimate scenarios prove is that there 
is no set model that a church must follow to plant a church. 

A NEW TESTAMENT COMMAND
The Great Commission is the starting point for all forms 
of church planting. Before the Lord Jesus Christ left this 
earth, He spoke clearly about the church’s mission to the 
world. These words were not only for His disciples, but for 
the church throughout all ages and places, “And Jesus came 
and spake unto them, saying, ‘All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.’” We often 
take these words for granted or use them simply to justify 
involvement in foreign, overseas missions, but these words 
also hit closer to home and emphasize the need for churches 
to be faithful witnesses where God has planted them.

Three things come to the foreground of these verses 
that encourage our churches to reevaluate and carefully 
consider the work of planting new churches. The first thing 
is Christ’s power in verse 18: “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.” Behind the commission to teach and 
baptize the nations stands the powerful Christ, the King of 
the church, who will continue to plant and grow His church. 
Church planting or any evangelistic work is never done with 
the church’s power or with individual power alone. But 
here we have an encouragement to lift our sails and have 

them filled with the divine power of Christ as we navigate 
previously uncharted territory. He will ably guide the ship 
as we sail out of the harbor of comfort and uniformity and 
seek to be challenged in bringing the gospel to those who 
have never heard or desperately need to hear it again in our  
local communities.

The second thing to notice is the precept of Christ: He 
commands His disciples to go out into all the world teaching 
and baptizing in the name of the triune God. The methods 
of the apostles are telling; they did not send anyone over-
seas. At Pentecost, the world gathered on their doorstep and 
they preached the gospel in obedience to this command of 
Christ. The Book of Acts further gives this pattern of fan-
ning outwards in concentric circles: Jerusalem, then Judea, 
then Samaria, and then all the regions of the world. The 
gospel began to move out from the “mother church” in Jeru-
salem. This abiding precept and method still holds true for 
churches today. We need to maintain our focus on foreign 
missions but also renew our focus on the nations that are 
gathered on the doorsteps of our churches in faithful obedi-
ence to the precept of Christ.

The final thing to notice about these words of Christ is 
the presence of Christ. Christ did not send His disciples alone. 
He promised to be with them: “Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world.” Church planting and evan-
gelism is challenging work for a host of reasons. We are often 
too aware of ourselves rather than having this awareness 
of the presence of Christ with us through His Holy Spirit, 
empowering His people to faithfully preach and teach the 
gospel. We face a host of challenges as churches in church 
planting: instilling vision in an existing church for planting 
another, facing internal and external opposition, self-con-
sciousness when it comes to cultural identities that do not 
mesh well with other cultures, wrest ling with articulating 
distinctives that do not translate well to the postmodern 
mind, or simply spiritual sluggishness and disobedience in 
carrying out the command of Christ. It is time to reexamine 
the resources that we as churches have at our disposal—the 
divine power of Christ and the divine presence of Christ.
 
A CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGE
It is on this basis that we are challenged as churches in the 
work of church planting. Many churches in our federation 
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began some twenty-five years ago. They were f ledgling 
churches, taking what they had learned from being part of 
another denomination and seeking to forge a new identity. 
These churches have existed for the better part of one gen-
eration. Most of them are spiritually mature enough and 
have the spiritual and material resources necessary for the 
important work of church planting. Admittedly, our small 
federation has not had much success in planting churches, 
but should past failures determine present inertia? Many 
churches in the North American context look for numbers 
to be successful, but perhaps it is time to change our met-
rics for success. Could it be that faithfulness is a far more 
important metric for success—a metric that Christ uses to 
measure success? Could it be that faithfulness with smaller 
churches is more conducive to living out the New Testament 
“one-another” statements? Efforts are underway to support 
small churches in our federation and this is commendable 
and necessary, but is it time to start looking for new ways to 
plant new churches in obedience to the command of Christ, 
with the power and presence of Christ?

We have the power and presence of Christ to encourage 
us to this important work. We have the examples of “older 
brothers” in other federations who are planting churches (an 
example of which is included in this issue). We have a pleth-
ora of resources that are now available from a Reformed and 
Presbyterian perspective. It is our prayer that this special 
section on “Church Planting” will be a spur in our collec-
tive side, as well as an encouragement to engage in the work 
of planting churches and to support those who work in the 
spiritual wastelands of our culture. This is definitely not an 
exhaustive resource, but simply a beginning to encourage us 
to greater obedience, to greater prayerfulness, and to greater 
faithfulness to Christ who gives His power, His precept, and 
His presence to fulfill His Great Commission to face this 
contemporary challenge.

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congrega-
tion of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Q. Do you care about evangelism? * 
A. Yes. Like many of these questions, this one assumes the 
modern American evangelical premise that true “evangelism” 
means supporting Billy Graham crusades or the Harvest 
Crusade, or having an altar call at the end of an “evange-
listic” service—of course, with the light dimmed, every 
eye closed, and every head bowed. Those new to Reformed 
church faith and life need to learn of the evangelistic and 
church-planting fervor of our Reformed forefathers, includ-
ing Calvin himself. It was the example of Calvin’s Geneva 
that led to the modern missions movement, under the leader-
ship of pioneers such as David Brainerd (1718–1747) among 
the American Indians, William Carey (1761–1834) in India, 
Henry Martyn (1781–1812) in India and Persia, Adoni-
ram Judson (1788–1850) in Burma, John Paton (1824–1907) 
in the New Hebrides, and Jonathan Goforth (1859–1936) 
in China. As Carey said after chronicling the state of the 
nations of the world in his day, “All these things are loud 
calls to Christians, and especially to ministers, to exert them-
selves to the utmost in their several spheres of action, and to 
try to enlarge them as much as possible.”

Reformed churches believe there is a biblical distinction 
between evangelism and witness. Evangelism is properly the 
public preaching of the gospel. For example, Paul speaks of 
this in Romans 10, where he explains that people come to 
call upon the name of the Lord through sent preachers who 
preach Christ, and that faith is given to those who hear to 
embrace Christ (Rom. 10:17). This is also what Paul told 
Timothy, who was a “minister” of the Word (1 Tim. 4:6), 
when he said, “Do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 

ministry” (2 Tim. 4:5). On the other hand, the biblical 
idea of witness is what all believers engage in with their 
lips and lives. This is what Jesus meant when He told His 
disciples to be salt and light (Matt. 5:13–16) and what Peter 
meant when he told the early Christians in Asia Minor that 
one Christian virtue was always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you (1 Peter 3:15).

This crucial distinction actually frees ministers and mis-
sionaries to fulfill their callings as preachers and evangelists, 
while freeing the people of God to do what they are called 
to do: bear witness to the Christian faith that is revealed in 
Scripture as well as their own personal faith, and to back it 
up with prayer and holy lives.

Q. What do Reformed churches believe about the Holy Spirit? 
A. Along with all true churches in all times and places, we 
confess that the Holy Spirit is a person like the Father and 
the Son, co-eternal God with them (HC, Q&A 53; BC, 
Art. 11). As God, His role in our salvation is primarily that 
of sanctifying and setting us apart for the Lord’s service. 
He gives us new birth (John 3:1–8), He gives us faith to 
embrace Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8), He strengthens us through 
the preaching of the Word and the sacraments, He lifts our 
hearts to heaven in worship, and He empowers us to live for 
the glory of God (Gal. 5:16–26).

*The questions and answers that appear here and on page 197 were used with 
permission from Daniel R. Hyde, Welcome to a Reformed Church: A Guide for 
Pilgrims (Reformation Trust, 2010), 145–154.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED
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In many ways, John Calvin is seen as the father of 
Reformed evangelism. He practiced evangelism in his own 
congregation and in the city of Geneva through preach-
ing, teaching, and catechizing. But Calvin also had a 
robust vision for planting churches in his home country of 
France and abroad in Brazil, using Geneva as the center 
for theological education and sending out pastors to plant 
churches. As such, he provides an encouraging model from 
church history for Reformed churches to engage in evan-
gelistic work and church planting.

EFFORTS IN FRANCE
To understand how Calvin promoted the Reformation 
throughout Europe through church planting, we need to 
look at what he did in France. France was only partially 
open to Reformed evangelism. Religious and political hos-
tilities, which also threatened Geneva, were a constant 
danger in France. Nonetheless, Calvin and his colleagues 
made the most of the small opening they had.

Here’s how it worked. Reformed believers from France 
took refuge in Geneva. While there, many began to study 
theology. They then felt compelled to return to their own 
people as Reformed evangelists and pastors. After pass-
ing a rigorous theological examination, each was given an 
assignment by the Genevan Company of Pastors, usually in 
response to a formal request from a French church needing 
a pastor. In most cases, the receiving church was fighting 
for its life under persecution.

The French refugees who returned as pastors were 
eventually killed, but their zeal encouraged the hopes of 
their parishioners. Their mission, which, according to the 
pastors, sought “to advance the knowledge of the gospel in 
France, as our Lord commands,” was successful. Reformed 
evangelistic preaching produced a remarkable revival. 
In 1555, there was only one fully organized Reformed 
church in France. Seven years later, there were close to 
two thousand.

The French Reformed pastors were on fire for God 
and, despite massive persecution, God used their work 
to convert thousands. This is one of the most remarkable 
examples of effective home missions work in the his-
tory of Protestantism, and one of the most astonishing 
revivals in church history. Some of the French Reformed 

congregations became very large. For example, Pierre 
Viret pastored a church of eight thousand communicants 
in Nimes. More than 10 percent of the French population 
in the 1560s—as many as three million—belonged to 
these churches.

During the St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre of 1572, 
seventy thousand Protestants were killed. Nevertheless, 
the church continued. Persecution eventually drove out 
many of the French Protestants, known as the Huguenots. 
They left France for many different nations, enriching the 
church wherever they went. Not all of the refugee pastors 
were sent to French churches; some went to Northern 
Italy, others to Antwerp, London, and other cities in 
Europe. Some even went beyond Europe to far-off Bra-
zil. Regardless of where they went, their preaching was 
strong and powerful, and God blessed their efforts. How 
the church today needs such pastors who are on fire with 
the gospel!

EVANGELISM IN BRAZIL
Calvin also knew there were nations and people who had 
not yet heard the gospel and he keenly felt the burden for 
the Indians of South America through the Genevan mis-
sion to Brazil. With the help of a Huguenot sympathizer, 
Gaspard de Coligny, and the support of Henry II, Nico-
las Durand (also called Villegagnon) led an expedition to 
Brazil in 1555 to establish a colony there. The colonists 
included former prisoners, some of whom were Hugue-
nots. When trouble erupted in the new colony near Rio de 
Janeiro, Villegagnon turned to the Huguenots in France, 
asking for better settlers. He appealed to Coligny as well 
as to Calvin and the church in Geneva. That letter was not 
preserved and there is only a brief summary in the account 
of the Company of Pastors of what happened.

Nonetheless, we have some insight into those events 
because of what Jean de Lery, a shoemaker and student 
of theology in Geneva who was soon to join the Brazilian 
colony, recorded in his personal journal. He wrote, “The 
letter asked that the church of Geneva send Villegagnon 
immediately ministers of the Word of God and with them 
numerous other persons ‘well instructed in the Christian 
religion’ in order better to reform him and his people and 
‘to bring the savages to the knowledge of their salvation.’”1 
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Responsibility for evangelism to the heathen was thus laid 
squarely at the feet of the church of Geneva.

The church’s reaction, according to Jean de Lery, was 
this: “Upon receiving these letters and hearing this news, 
the church of Geneva at once gave thanks to God for the 
extension of the reign of Jesus Christ in a country so dis-
tant and likewise so foreign and among a nation entirely 
without knowledge of the true God.”2 The Company of 
Pastors chose two ministers to send to Brazil. Eleven 
laymen were also recruited for the colony, including Jean 
de Lery.

Although Calvin was not in Geneva at this time, he 
was kept informed of what was happening and offered his 
advice in letters that were sent on to Villegagnon. The 
work with Indians in Brazil did not go well. Pastor Richier 
wrote to Calvin in April 1557 that the savages were incred-
ibly barbaric. “The result is we are frustrated in our hope 
of revealing Christ to them,” he said.3 Richier did not want 
to abandon the mission, however.  He told Calvin that the 
missionaries would advance the work in stages and wait 
patiently for the six young boys who were placed with the 
Indians (the Tupinambas) to learn their language. “Since 
the Most High has given us this task, we expect this Edom 
to become a future possession for Christ,” he added con-
fidently. Meanwhile, he trusted that the witness of pious 
and industrious members of the Reformed church in the 
colony would inf luence the Indians.

Richier was a striking witness of Calvin’s missionary 
emphasis in four ways: (1) obedience to God in doing 
what is possible in a difficult situation, (2) trust in God to 
create opportunities for further witness, (3) insistence on 
the importance of the lives and actions of Christians as a 
means of witness, and (4) confidence that God will advance  
His kingdom.

The rest of the story is tragic. Villegagnon became 
disenchanted with Calvin and the Reformers. On Febru-
ary 9, 1558, just outside of Rio de Janeiro, he strangled 
three Calvinists and threw them into the sea. Believers 
f led for their lives. Later, the Portuguese attacked and 
destroyed the remainder of the settlement. Thus ended the 
mission to the Indians. There is no record of any Indian 
converts. But was that the true end of the story? When an 
account of the martyrs of Rio de Janeiro was published six 
years later, it began with these words: “A barbarous land, 
utterly astonished at seeing the martyrs of our Lord Jesus 
Christ die, will some day produce the fruits that such 
precious blood has been at all times wont to produce.”4 
Today, the Reformed faith is growing in Brazil among con-
servative Presbyterians through Reformed preaching, the 
Puritan Project, FIEL, and various ministries that reprint 
Reformed and Puritan titles in Portuguese.

For Calvin and other Reformers, going out into the 
world didn’t necessarily mean leaving Europe. The mission 
field of unbelief was right within the realm of Christen-
dom. For the Genevan church, France and Europe were 
open. Strengthened by Calvin’s evangelistic theology, 
believers zealously responded to the mission call. Calvin 
did what he could to support evangelism on the foreign 
front. Despite its tragic failure, the pioneer Protestant 
project off the coast of Brazil from 1550–1560 evoked 
Calvin’s wholehearted sympathy, interest, and continued 
correspondence.5

What can the church today learn from this example? 
The church is called to faithful and Spirit-filled preaching 
of the gospel to gather in lost souls. This has been proven 
again and again as the Spirit’s method for building the 
church. She is called to persevere in spite of persecution 
and hardships because this is the backdrop against which 
the Spirit performs His work. The entire church, not 
just pastors, are called to engage in the work of church-
planting by speaking and living out the gospel, training 
and sending out men to preach the gospel, and supporting 
the work of church planting through fervent prayer and 
faithful generosity. 

1. R. Pierce Beaver, “The Genevan Mission to Brazil,” in The Heritage of 
John Calvin, ed. John H. Bratt, 61.

2. Beaver, “The Genevan Mission to Brazil,” 61.
3. Beaver, “The Genevan Mission to Brazil,” 62.
4. G. Baez-Camargo, “The Earlist Protestant Missionary Venture in 

Latin America,” Church History 21, 2 (June 1952):144.
5. Beaver, “The Genevan Mission to Brazil,” 55–73. 

*Adapted with permission from Joel R. Beeke, “Calvin’s Evangelism,” Mid-
America Journal of Theology 15 (2004): 67–86.
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As you read the other articles regarding church planting, 
you realize that there are many factors to consider when 
a church undertakes the task of planting another church. 
Many things may be different in the church plant when 
compared to an organized church; for example, the one 
may have a slightly different liturgy, it may have a differ-
ent feel or look, and one might have coffee after the service 
while the other may have a noon meal that is shared by 
all who attend. However, there is one thing that cannot 
change if they both desire to be identified as a church of 
Jesus Christ: the primacy of preaching. The Word of God 
must be central at any gathering of the people of God, 
whether it be a small group or large, a majority of believ-
ers who are gathering or a majority of unbelievers who are 
visiting. God’s Word must be the focus.

Some church plants aim to be “seeker sensitive” to 
gain attendees. In doing this, the preaching of the Word 
is often compromised. This is not new; throughout his-
tory, there have been calls to abandon preaching and to 
engage in other ways of reaching people, but they have 
all failed. So today, when church plants water down the 
Bible’s message or refrain from preaching, it does not fol-
low God’s plan.

As you study the New Testament, you realize that 
preaching was of central importance in obeying the call 
that Jesus gave to His followers to disciple the nations. 
The preaching of John the Baptist and Jesus was a pattern 
that the New Testament church followed (Matt. 31:1–2; 
4:17; Mark 1:3–4, 1:14–15). The disciples, following this 
lead, proclaimed that the kingdom of God had arrived 
and God, having now spoken through His Son, was call-
ing people everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30), believe the 
gospel, and be transformed into citizens of the kingdom. 
And how will these citizens live? Well, that is the very 
reason we need preaching to continue as well. Continued 
growth in the Word transforms us. As we struggle with 
life’s decisions and challenges, we need a source that we 
can turn to for truth, and God has determined that source 
to be the preaching and reading of the Word.

Paul is clear regarding this in Romans 10. In verse 
13, he quotes Joel as saying that “whoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved”; then he continues 
by asking rhetorically, “and how shall people call on the 

Lord if they do not hear Him and how will they hear 
Him without a preacher?” The clear implication from the 
passage is that God is sending preachers who, when they 
speak in the name of Christ and according to His Word, 
are His voice. Preaching then is the message of God to 
us. It is not simply cold, intellectual information, but it 
is truth conveyed to us so that our lives would be trans-
formed and impacted.

The Scripture gives us unchanging principles to guide 
us; by answering these questions and their implications, 
we can draw out practical observations for church plant-
ing. Paul says that preachers are ambassadors for Christ, as 
if God Himself were speaking to us, urging us to Christ. 
The point is that the preacher is not there to entertain 
people, he is not to speak words that would puff them 
up, but he is called to speak the words of the living God 
to them. There is a dynamic and powerful event taking 
place during preaching; when the preacher is faithful to 
the Word of God, it is as the voice of God coming down to 
us and speaking. There is a living, vital transaction taking 
place; God is speaking to sinners. As Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
said in Preaching and Preachers (a highly recommended 
read on this topic), “Preaching is that which deals with 
the total person, the hearer becomes involved and knows 
that he has been dealt with and addressed by God through 
this preacher. Something has taken place in him and in his 
experience, and it is going to affect the whole of his life.”

Preaching is the heart and soul of any church plant. It 
is where the Word of God catches fire, where our hearts 
are pricked and our minds renewed through the means of 
preaching. The Spirit of Christ takes His Word into our 
hearts and minds. It is something the world calls foolish-
ness but to us who believe it is the power of God (1 Cor. 
1:21). It was through the Word (preaching specifically) 
that we were made alive and it is through this same Word 
that we now live; we feed on that Word and are nourished 
and grow in grace. Preaching will cause our hearts to be 
enf lamed in love for Christ. Preaching will convict us 
of sin and our need for Christ. Preaching will address 
our present world events and how we are to respond to 
them with lives which should ref lect Christ practically. 
Preaching will call us to a life of godliness and holiness. 
The whole counsel of God must be set forth. Preaching 
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is a call to conversion and transformation, justification 
and sanctification.

Some say that no one will come to hear such preach-
ing. The fact is that when the preacher is bringing the 
Word of God to the listeners faithfully, there will be 
people attracted and drawn to listen to the message. Jesus 
said, “My sheep hear my voice” and “All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me” (John 10:27; John 6:37). Let’s 
not fall prey to f leshly arguments that would discourage 
us. This is a long-term investment and the dividends are 
not immediate; church planting, as well as established 
church work, requires patience and endurance. We are to 
look to the Lord for blessing while we seek to be faithful, 
by grace.

If we look at church history, when was there darkness 
and decline in the church? Was it not when the preaching 
had become dim and dull, when the Word of the Lord was 
no longer heard (Hos. 4:6)? But when the preaching was 
renewed, it becomes clear that those were the times in which 
the Lord worked reformation and revival in His church  
(2 Kings 22). Let’s pray for such times again so that we 
might see God’s mighty hand on us for our good and 
His glory; that we would see many souls saved primarily 
through the means of preaching at many church plants.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Q. Why is your worship so boring, cold, and serious?
A. If a church must have a rock-style band, stage 
lighting, and tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of 
musical equipment in order for its worship to be con-
sidered interesting, exciting, vibrant, and lively, then 
yes, Reformed churches that do not have all that may 
sound boring and cold to contemporary ears. This 
only solidifies the opinion of many Reformed leaders 
today about the sad state of affairs in modern churches, 
which have looked more to culture for their paradigm 
of what constitutes “good” worship than to the Word 
of God.

As Reformed churches, we believe that interesting, 
exciting, vibrant, and lively worship occurs every time 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is preached purely 
and the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
are administered according to Christ’s institution. We 
believe that when these things happen, worship is truly 
“led by the Holy Spirit,” Christ-exalting, and edifying 
to all those who participate by faith.

Q. Why do Reformed churches sing Psalms? They are so 
boring and irrelevant.
A. Historically speaking, Reformed churches have been 
distinguished from Roman Catholic and Lutheran 
churches because they are psalm-singing churches. 
There are several good reasons for singing them.

First, we sing psalms because they are biblical; 
therefore, they transcend all cultures and are edify-
ing to all the people of God. This is why Paul says, 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 
and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God” (Col. 3:16). Although the tunes for 
these psalms may be boring, the words are neither 
boring nor irrelevant, for they are God’s Word.

Second, we sing psalms because they fully express 
the range of emotions we as humans and as Christians 
experience.

Third, we sing psalms because they speak of Jesus 
Christ (Luke 24:44). Through the psalms, we sing of 
His deity (Ps. 45:6–7), His birth (Pss. 8:5; 40:7–9), His 
office of Prophet (Ps. 22:22), His office of Priest (Ps. 
110:4), His office of King (Ps. 110:1), His trial (Ps. 
35:11–12), His rejection (Ps. 118:22–23), His crucifix-
ion (Pss. 22:1–21; 69:1–4), His burial and resurrection 
(Ps. 16:8–11), His ascension (Pss. 47:5; 68:18), and His 
second coming (Ps. 98:7–9).

Q. What do Reformed churches believe about “the end times”?
A. We confess with the historical Christian church 
that our “blessed hope” is the “appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13). 
When He comes again “to judge the living and the 
dead” (Apostles’ Creed), He will raise all men and 
judge all men by sending His enemies into eternal 
punishment and His friends into eternal blessedness 
in the new heavens and new earth (Rev. 21–22). All of 
this is described in the Belgic Confession, Article 37, 
which ends: “Therefore we expect that great day with a 
most ardent desire, to the end that we may fully enjoy 
the promises of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.”

QUESTIONS ANSWERED
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Becoming a Hospitable Church

Hospitality is one of the most important yet overlooked areas 
of local church outreach and general congregational life.1 
For all our efforts to invite to our churches the “unlearned, 
or unbelievers” (1 Cor. 14:23), how many first-time visitors 
leave unconvinced that they could one day be part of our 
church family? We want to be welcoming. But what we 
want, what we think we are, and how others perceive us are 
not always the same. So, what is biblical hospitality, where 
are our hospitality struggles, and how can we improve?

A THEOLOGY OF HOSPITALITY
In Hebrews 13:2, the writer says, “Be not forgetful to enter-
tain strangers.” The Greek word for “entertain strangers” is 
elsewhere translated practice “hospitality” (cf. Rom. 12:13, 
1 Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:8, 1 Peter 4:9). The term, which liter-
ally means “love strangers,” distinguishes the more familiar 
“brotherly love” (Heb. 13:1) from the affectionate and 
sacrificial care of someone to whom you have no natural 
connection or obligation. Moreover, the force of the Greek 
is negative, as in “do not go on neglecting hospitality.” The 
Lord is gently chiding believers for failing to be hospitable, 
reminding us that hospitality is not reserved for the uniquely 
gifted. Hospitality, the practical love of strangers, is an obli-
gation of every believer.2 

By loving strangers, “some have entertained angels 
unawares.” The author’s hospitality illustration probably 
comes from the stories of Abraham and Lot in Genesis 18 
and 19. Both men loved the strangers whom God had provi-
dentially brought into their lives; they went out of their way 
to show them kindness as if they were the closest of family 
members.3 Abraham and Lot recognized that earthly hos-
pitality approximates heaven on earth. According to Jesus, 
when we host the least of His brothers, we show kindness 
to Him (Matt. 25:40).

This text spans three distinct cultures—Abraham and 
Lot’s nomadic culture in which hospitality could be a mat-
ter of life or death, the first-century Greco-Roman culture 
into which the self-less, others-oriented Christian faith 
was first applied, and the post-Christian culture of readers 
today in which biblical hospitality has nearly given way to 
an industry in which few “strangers” expect to be treated 
like family unless they pay for it. Christian hospitality is a 
counter-cultural expression of the gospel of free grace that 

powerfully shows God’s kindness to people groaning under 
sin’s ostracizing inf luence. 

BARRIERS TO CHURCH HOSPITALITY
To cultivate hospitable churches, we have to recognize our 
liabilities.

   • We Struggle to Sympathize with Church Visitors. Many of us 
have never been like an unchurched man I once welcomed 
into my church study who hesitated on the threshold, 
almost physically unable to enter the door. Attending a 
new church can be incredibly intimidating; imagine visit-
ing a mosque for the first time. Because some first-time 
visitors expect to not be warmly received, the church also 
has to work against negative preconceptions.4 To many of 
us, church is like another home; for the unchurched, it is 
like another country. 

   • We Underestimate the Importance of Hospitality. Many 
unchurched guests are asking a single question. And it isn’t 
a question of theology, preaching, or programs; if these are 
their questions they will have likely researched your posi-
tions prior to their first visit. The question is, Will I be 
loved? If they are not, they may move on to a church that 
cares about them. If they do feel loved, they might not yet 
need to be convinced about anything else; they might be 
willing to stay and learn.

Growing organizations—even secular ones—under-
stand the power of hospitality. Several years ago, I made 
an early-morning visit to a local Starbucks. The staff 
greeted many of the customers by name. The store man-
ager recognized me as a guest and greeted me warmly 
with thoughtful conversation. I later found a more local 
Starbucks but never switched; I’m now “in.”

Growing churches understand hospitality, too. Our 
family recently worshipped at Grace Community Church 
where John MacArthur pastors. We were warmly wel-
comed both face-to-face and from the pulpit. After the 
service, we attended a special reception where we were 
served snacks and engaged by members of the church. 
Each guest was provided a complimentary book by Pas-
tor John. It is no wonder that many Grace guests become 
frequent attenders and members.

   • We Fail to Grasp Our Hospitality Shortcomings. Our churches 
might be far less hospitable than we suspect largely because 
we confuse hospitality with common decency. Common 
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decency obliges me to greet a church guest with a hand-
shake and a “hello.” Hospitality, by contrast, compels me 
to meaningfully enter the lives of those to whom I am not 
naturally drawn or connected. Too often the many smiles, 
handshakes, and hellos guests receive on their first visit 
never develop into anything more, and the visitor moves on.

A PATHWAY TO IMPROVED CHURCH HOSPITALITY
Becoming a hospitable church doesn’t require compromising 
our principles but rather living up to our principles. 

   • Insist on Hospitable Elders. We tend to associate hospitality 
with femininity. But God makes hospitality a require-
ment for elders. “A bishop…must be…given to hospitality”  
(1 Tim. 3:2). Elders set the example for other men to lead 
their families in forming a church culture of hospitality. 
Non-hospitable men are not yet qualified to serve. 

   • Rethink Greeters. Is it best for churches to have church 
members rotate week to week as greeters in the church 
narthex? Have you noticed that all greeters are not created 
equal? It seems better to use competent, dedicated greeters 
and position them as close as possible to the parking lot. 
True to their calling, elders especially should be urged to 
engage guests prior to worship.

   • Develop a Hospitable Worship Service. Our visitors should 
be made to feel, at the start of the service, that they are 
valued guests. As if opening a family reunion, ministers 
can extend a heartfelt welcome to visitors (without embar-
rassing individuals). Ministers might also explain elements 
of worship and antiquated vocabulary in songs, creeds, and 
confessions without compromising the majesty of worship. 
Paul encourages us to evaluate—from the perspective of 
a visitor—the accessibility of the songs we choose and 
sermons we preach (cf. 1 Cor. 14).5 

   • Develop a Church Hospitality Structure. Consider forming 
a hospitality committee; not to do the work for others 
but to ensure that the work happens, that others have an 
example, and that pastors and elders have follow-up con-
tact information. Without a dedicated group of individuals 
committed to meaningfully welcome guests, it is too easy 
for visitors to leave unwelcomed. 

   • Personally Commit to Engaging Church Guests. Don’t assume 
others will do it. Discipline yourself to truly befriend new 
people at church. Learn names; write them in the front of 
your Bible or notebook for better recall. Ask guests for a 
reminder if necessary. Pray for them throughout the week; 
tell them the following Lord’s Day, “We’ve been praying 
for you.” Offer to sit next to visitors to help them partici-
pate in worship. Show them around the facilities. Invite 
them to your home or out to coffee. Without extended 
fellowship with new people, it is very difficult to move 
from friendly to friend. 

   • Help Other Members Practice Hospitality. Those gifted with 
hospitality should learn to bring others into conversations 

with new people. Try to identify strategic members to draw 
into conversation with guests (e.g., “Cheryl, there are a few 
ladies I’d like you to meet. This is Melissa; this is Becky.”).

   • Quickly Integrate Guests into Your Community. We want 
non-members to feel like they have a place with us so that 
they can belong even before they believe.6 Plug guests 
into small groups and other fellowship communities and 
encourage congregational members to develop relation-
ships with them as early as possible. 

THE ONLY CATALYST TO HOSPITALITY
God’s churches must practice hospitality. Commands alone 
provide insufficient motivation to obey. Besides, God has 
no interest in forced hospitality (cf. 1 Peter 4:9). Statistics 
indicating that unfriendly churches tend not to experience 
growth will not move us. Anecdotes illustrating the numer-
ous ways that hosts are enriched by their guests will not  
stir us. 

The only true catalyst for obedience to the hospitality 
command is a redeemed life. The writer to the Hebrews 
charges believers to practice hospitality because they are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken (12:28). We have 
been shown heavenly hospitality. For this reason God can 
say, even to us today, “The stranger that dwelleth with you 
shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love 
him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I 
am the LORD your God” (Lev. 19:34).

1. Hospitality commands certainly extend beyond how we engage guests at 
church, but this is one of the simplest and obvious places to start. For a helpful 
application of hospitality in a congregational setting, see C. John Miller, Out-
growing the Ingrown Church (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986), 81–93.

2. Alexander Strauch captures the imperatival nature of Christian hospital-
ity in the title of his excellent little book on the topic, The Hospitality Commands 
(Littleton, Co.: Lewis and Roth, 1993). Another great resource on the topic is 
Tony and Arley-Ann Zekveld’s, Open Heart Open Home: Reflections on Biblical 
Hospitality (Grand Rapids: Reformed Fellowship, 2015).

3. Lot’s utterly inexcusable proposal to compromise his daughters in order 
to protect his guests (v. 8) highlights the importance the patriarchs placed on 
hospitality; it also stands as a graphic warning against idolizing hospitality. 

4. For this reason it is also wise to pay attention to church atmospheric fac-
tors, aware that the worship experience of church guests begins with their first 
impression. Is your website guest-friendly? Are the church facilities clean? Are 
they beautiful? Are they accessible? How is the signage? Can guests easily find 
helpful information about the church? Is the book table well stocked and main-
tained? Your church building should be evaluated frequently by both men and 
women, with the input of outsiders if possible.

5. For a thoughtful critique of some contemporary and conservative worship 
practices and a proposal toward biblical ways of engaging the unchurched, see 
Timothy Keller’s article, Evangelistic Worship, available online at https://static1 
.squarespace.com/static/5315f2e5e4b04a00bc148f24/t/537a726be4b0d4555968
6db1/1400533611277/Evangelistic_Worship.pdf.

6. The Old Testament temple, by way of the Gentile court, was to be “of all 
nations the house of prayer,” even for those who had not yet fully committed to 
the worship of the Lord (Mark 11:17).

Rev. Bill Boekestein is pastor of Immanuel Reformed Fellowship in  
Kalamazoo, Michigan.
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Ready to Give Answers

When we want to plant some new f lowers, it is not wise 
to go into the middle of an open yard, take a shovel-full of 
earth away, throw a handful of seeds where that soil used 
to be, and then sit back to see what will happen. It is much 
better if certain preparations are made: the seeds should be 
pre-planted, the soil should be prepared, the proper condi-
tions of light and water must be considered. 

Likewise, if our church plants are truly efforts to estab-
lish a new church in a new area, certain preparations are 
necessary by those desiring to establish this church plant. 
Some of those preparations are external and organiza-
tional, but in this article we want to consider an internal, 
personal preparation.

This preparation is being “ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15). This 
is often the commission verse for apologetics, and it is 
helpful to stop and consider the implications of this for 
church planting.

Some imagine that apologetics has no place in church 
planting, since evangelism is what motivates the church 
planter. But apologetics and evangelism are closely related. 
They have the common purpose of bringing about the 
glory of God in the lives of people. They both operate 
under the authority of God’s Word. They both recognize 
that people are born in sin and have a profound need for 
the Savior. They both appeal to the mind through words. 
They both present God’s revelation as the truth, and they 
both ought to forsake neutrality and manipulation.

Of course, apologetics and evangelism are not identi-
cal twins. There are differences, and those are best seen 
in the application of content and method. The content of 
evangelism begins with the free offer of the gospel from 
God to sinful man, and is often considered in terms of 
systematic theology. The content of apologetics begins 
with God, creation, and the big questions of life. Apolo-
getics discusses error (1 Thess. 2), idolatry (Isa. 44), hope  
(1 Peter 3), eternity (Acts 17), purpose (Eccl. 2), and is 
often considered in terms of biblical theology.

The method of evangelism is the positive preaching 
of the good news and the command to repent. While 
apologetics may end there, it begins by demonstrating the 
reasonability of faith; it defends against errors, promotes 

the concept of truth; and it is polemical as it appeals to the 
mind through worldviews and philosophical discussion.

While all unbelief is sin and rebellion against God, 
when we realize that people perceive a variety of objections 
against coming to a church, apologetics may actually be 
central to the successful church plant. It is helpful then to 
return to Peter’s instructions to the church for principles 
regarding apologetic interaction within church planting.

   • Know your hope. Notice how Peter assumes that this 
person has a hope within himself. If we are to be effec-
tive as apologists we must be hopeful. And that hope 
is not within our own energies or abilities, but as Peter 
says two chapters later, that hope is in “the God of 
all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you”  
(1 Peter 5:10). 

   • Be ready to promote. This is not only anticipation of 
promoting your hope, your optimism; it is also prepa-
ration for promoting the answers that God’s Word 
provides. While the natural man is enmity against 
God, and will not want to hear of your hope, God has 
planted in each person the seed of religion, an internal 
knowledge that God exists.

Many people wonder about life’s big questions: is 
there a God? How did we all get here? How does the 
whole universe work together at the macro and micro 
levels? Why is there a longing for justice? Why is there 
such a thing as desire? What do the simply beautiful 
things of creation show me? Why are relationships so 
important and yet so difficult? How does the question 
of something more, something eternal keep coming 
up? It is this religious seed that is suppressed and so 
often renamed as various answers are provided. And 
yet it remains a point of contact for those engaged in 
church planting.

The church plant then can be intentional about 
promoting the biblical, Christian answer to these 
questions—in conversation, in sharing of resources 
and articles, in attitudes about current events that are 
distinct from the cultural commentary, and even in 
Bible studies and sermons.



SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  201

   • Be ready to respond. “Be ready always to give an answer.” 
Apologetics is often thought of as hostile showman-
ship where whoever has the better debating skills or 
more logical mind is the winner. But apologetics, par-
ticularly within a constructive setting such as church 
planting, needs to be thought of in terms of other para-
digms. Consider the ambassador: he must be strong, 
logical, but also persuasive. Pure logic may not be 
persuasive at all. There is a wisdom of engagement that 
must be maintained—more of that in the next point. 
But the church planter must be careful not to embar-
rass or humiliate, abuse or manipulate. Those things 
will never contribute to the success of a church plant. 
As Paul writes, “Let your speech be always with grace, 
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man” (Col. 4:6).

It is also important to keep a realistic expectation 
of success on this point. No one person can answer, or 
know the answer, to all and every question. Feel free 
to point the interested party to others. And always 
remember, you cannot argue someone to conversion 
—but you can argue them away from considering 
attending your church plant.

So be ready to respond by constantly depending on 
the Holy Spirit. Without the blessing or work of the 
Holy Spirit, nothing will work. But with the blessing 
of the Spirit, many means are useful. The apologist is 
just an instrument in the Redeemer’s hands.

   • Be ready in character. Be ready to answer in meek-
ness and fear. This character is not deference to the 
ungodly; it is gentleness for your neighbor and rever-
ence before God. This gentleness can be expressed 
in honest questions, disagreement with their sup-
positions and answers, and pointing out their own 

inconsistencies. But it must be done with humility and 
a respect for God’s commandments to love God with 
all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength, and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves.

Much can be learned from Christ Himself on this 
point. As He interacted with those who disagreed with 
Him, He was often gentle, even in rebuke. This is not 
passive weakness, because the stories and parables He 
told often included a strong rebuke, but it was pre-
sented gently. 

In many ways, the role of apologetics within church 
planting is to put a stone in their shoe—and then encour-
age them to visit your church so that they hear the solution 
through the gospel. It would be devastating to desire a 
garden, to plan a garden, to begin a garden, but then watch 
those seeds be burned up by wrong fertilizer or picked 
away by birds before any plants had an opportunity to 
sprout, grow, and mature.
 
RESOURCES for Further Thinking:
Greg Bahnsen, Always Ready: Directions for Defending the Faith, 

Covenant, 1996.
Joe Boot, Why I Still Believe, Baker, 2006.
William Edgar, Reasons of the Heart: Recovering Christian Per-

suasion, P&R, 2003.
Os Guinness, Fool ’s Talk: Recovering the Art of Christian Persua-

sion, IVP, 2015.
Gregory Koukl, Tactics: A GamePlan for Discussing your Christian 

Convictions, Zondervan, 2009.
Alister McGrath, Mere Apologetics: How to Help Seekers and Skep-

tics Find Faith, Baker, 2012. 

Rev. David VanBrugge is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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The Challenges and Blessings  
of Church Plants

Having pastored a larger church for twelve years and a 
smaller one for four years, the first thing to mention is 
that each one had its own challenges, which God, in His 
amazing providence, designed and caused to be blessings 
in disguise. This is not surprising since it is true in the 
life of every believer. The second thing to note is that the 
adjective “f ledgling” may well be applied to both large and 
small churches, unless we measure the wellbeing of any 
particular church not by growth in grace and knowledge 
of Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3:18) but by growth in numbers.1

Having said that, there is no denying that small con-
fessionally Reformed or Presbyterian churches or church 
plants face unique challenges. However, most if not all of 
those challenges one way or another prove to be blessings 
in disguise, confirming God’s design to make all things 
work together for good for those who love Him, to trans-
form us into the likeness of His Son (Rom. 8:28–29).

A major challenge is the perception from the outside, 
from a world that is no longer familiar at all with God’s 
Word, having banned it from public life for the past half-
century. Scripture is so counter-cultural that most people 
won’t even consider attending church, especially consider-
ing the bewildering array of many different denominations, 
all claiming to uphold the truth of God’s Word. If most 
people do not know God’s Word, they generally are even 
more ignorant of the history of the church with all its 
attempts to fight a large variety of heresies and maintain 
biblical truth. If they at all begin to have an interest, they 
generally seek out a large church.

Add to this the simplicity of our worship services 
compared with the entertainment style found in most 
mega-churches. Though we treasure our plain liturgy 
and the regulative principle, with emphasis on preaching, 
singing, and praying God’s Word, the newcomer often 
considers this boring. Certainly so, when combined with 
a second worship service and a biblical way of keeping the 
Lord’s Day. 

However, we often have found this to be one of the 
main reasons why some have come to worship with us, 
both from the world and from other churches—even  
traveling a long distance.

Another challenge, more specifically pertaining to a 
smaller church plant, is that conf licts among members and 
other issues are more evident and often plainly visible. A 

small church is more like a family where members interact 
more personally and frequently with each other and there-
fore also know each other “warts and all.” This often takes 
energy and time which too often causes us as a church to 
be inward instead of outward focused.

However, being so personally and so well-acquainted 
with each other can, and has often been the cause of much 
good in the way of sanctification, as iron sharpening iron 
(Prov. 27:17). As we assemble for worship and fellowship 
we, by God’s grace, “consider one another to provoke unto 
love and to good works” (Heb. 10:24). Indeed, a smaller 
church in this way probably provides a greater measure of 
accountability than a larger church where those who do not 
“see eye to eye” can avoid one another. Perhaps an incen-
tive in favor of having smaller churches is to intentionally 
practice the many positive “one another” commands of 
Scripture. “As every man hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10).

Another challenge is church membership, particularly 
holding a biblical understanding of the need for it and the 
qualifications for it. For most of us, local church mem-
bership is a given. But in a time in which people are very 
individualistic and opinionated and many churches have 
given up on membership, many Christians question the 
need for it. An overly simplistic view of what it is to belong 
to Christ, as if it is just something between Him and them, 
overshadows their recognition of deceitfulness of sin and 
the biblical need to submit, in mutual accountability, to the 
elders of the local church.

Once the need for local church membership is under-
stood and accepted, there still is the question as to what the 
requirements are for becoming a member of our church. 
Most of us are familiar with the process of our children 
taking catechism classes until they reach the age of discre-
tion (a certain level of spiritual and intellectual maturity) 
and they make public confession of faith, and so have the 
privilege to partake of the sacraments and, for men, be 
eligible and vote for office bearers.

But what about older and more mature Christians who 
come “from the outside,” give evidence of their faith, desire 
to join our church and partake of the Lord’s Supper, but 
have questions about certain doctrinal positions of our 
church? In other words, to what extent do they have to 
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publicly state that they know and agree with all the doctrines 
of a biblical and confessionally Reformed or Presbyterian 
church before they would be allowed to be members and 
wait until then to be able to partake of the sacraments? In 
our church in Harrison, Arkansas, we have concluded that 
this is backwards and puts the “cart in front of the horse.” 
How did the early church deal with new believers? They 
confessed their faith in Jesus Christ and committed to be 
further instructed in what this means theologically, doctrin-
ally, and practically. We therefore gave permission to five 
couples to partake of the Lord’s Supper while they are not 
yet members. The conditions are simple: faithfully attend 
both Lord’s Day worship services and attend the confession 
of faith class. If after a period of a few years, they decide to 
join the church, they will retain those privileges; if not, they 
will lose them. Some other individuals will also be able to 
join our church that way.

Another related challenge is church government, not 
only with members being willing to submit to their elders 
but also to find qualified office bearers who have a good 
grasp of the doctrines of the church. In addition to doctri-
nal understanding, it is also important that these men have 
some years of experience in working with fellow believers, 
especially as elders to bear the oversight of the church on 
Christ’s behalf. Generally the average age in a church plant 
or a newly established church is much lower than in the 
larger, more established churches.

One other challenge of a church plant is the lack of 
resources, not only financially but also with regard to man-
power, especially when a good number of the members and 
attendees live quite a distance from church. Having pastored 
in a larger church, and now pastoring a smaller church, 
I should have treasured my elders more than I did at the 
time. I am thankful, however, for that time of learning as a 
preparation for my present charge.

Being asked to write on this topic caused me to ref lect on 
the early church and wonder what they were like. Starting 
with the Pentecost church of 3000, and later that number 
swelling to 5000—how did they gather, apart from initially 
at the temple in Jerusalem? We can assume they were not 
what we would call a megachurch today. Most likely, they 
worshipped and fellowshipped in home churches and small 
groups, united in their desire to glorify and serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ, committing themselves to Him and to each 
other. Let us consider, whether we are in church plants or 
more established churches, what the Apostle John writes, 
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 

1. According to recent statistics about churches in the USA, 177,000 (59%) 
have less than 100 members, while another 105,000 churches (35%) have 500 
members or less. The remaining 20,000 (6%) have more than 500 members. 

Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag is the pastor of Grace Reformed Church in Har-
rison, Arkansas.
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The Case for Rural Ministry  
and Church-Planting
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I remember the moment clearly. On a June evening, I was visit-
ing the rural community of Winchester, Kansas, sitting on a 
patio with my host as we watched the setting sun dip beneath 
the cornfield horizon. As twilight turned to dusk, a silent cho-
rus of firef lies began to appear, gently f loating on the breeze 
that swayed the grass. It was a scene of absolute serenity, and 
I thought I had found my own little haven from a busy world. 
Of course, that is not exactly true. This country town I now 
call home, peaceful as it may appear to be, is not untouched 
by the sin and misery of the world. What I see now is a com-
munity filled with people whose lives have been shattered by 
the presence, power, and penalty of sin who desperately need 
Jesus Christ.

OUR OBLIGATION TO RURAL AND SMALL  
TOWN MINISTRY
In the Acts of the Apostles, we have the inspired account of the 
marvelous advance of the gospel. Before his ascension, Jesus 
commissioned His apostles, saying: “You will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth” (Acts 1:10). Like concentric circles the inf luence of 
the gospel will expand until all of creation is brought under 
its proclamation.

The subsequent ministry of the apostles demonstrates how 
expansively they understood their Master’s charge. In fasci-
nating detail, Luke illustrates this as Peter and John travel 
to Samaria to confirm the work of Philip and impart the 
Holy Spirit. As they return to Jerusalem, we read that they 
“preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans” (Acts 
8:25). This indicates, as J. A. Alexander observed, that the 
gospel was not confined to the city “but extended to many of 
the smaller towns.” It appears that for the apostles the word 
“all” meant just that. The ministry of the church excludes no 
one, and it also excludes no place. Even the smallest commu-
nity had a role in the strategic advance of the gospel.

If two important apostles took time to preach Christ to 
the villages and towns scattered throughout Samaria, then 
we should pause and ref lect on the obligation we have to also 
fulfill the words of Jesus to “Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be 
filled” (Luke 14:23).

THE REASONS FOR RURAL AND SMALL TOWN MINISTRY
The urgency of this obligation can be established by several 

reasons; let me emphasize three. First, statistically, the rural 
population in the United States accounts for between fifteen 
and twenty percent of the total population. To put that in 
perspective, the forty-five to sixty million people who live 
in rural communities outnumber the great majority of the 
world’s countries and dependent territories—including Chile, 
Guatemala, South Africa, and Canada. If one factors in the 
population of those living in small towns, then that number 
grows exponentially. While America is increasingly becom-
ing a metropolitan-centric nation (politically, culturally, and 
economically), these numbers still indicate an incredible 
opportunity and mission field.

Second, there is a tremendous need for the gospel of hope 
and glory in these communities. Sociological studies have 
painted an alarming picture of the once idealized rural and 
small town. Far from romantic and imaginary notions, these 
communities represent, as J. D. Vance depicted so compel-
lingly in his book Hillbilly Elegy, a culture in crisis. Rural and 
small towns are permeated by drug use, alcohol abuse, poverty, 
family dysfunction, and inclining suicide rates. Of course, as 
Christians, we see beneath the surface and understand the 
spiritual root of these things: the Bible accurately interprets 
these personal and societal ills. They can be attributed to the 
worship of the creature rather than the Creator, the ongoing 
hatred of Adam’s hate-filled race, and the overwhelming bur-
den of hopelessness and despair in a fallen society. This is the 
result of a world held captive to the dominion of sin and the 
heartbreaking pain of living under its inf luence.

Third, there is reason to consider this obligation because 
of the way it has been overlooked. Political analysts were sur-
prised by the upsetting victor of the last presidential election. 
It has been suggested that the presidency was won by the 
vote of an excluded minority tired of being neglected by their 
government. One commentator remarked that what we wit-
nessed was a culture war and rural America won. Tragically, 
this neglect by the government is analogous to the neglect the 
church has shown to this same demographic. For many rea-
sons, the church in recent decades has emphasized a priority on 
the city. To this end many denominations have allocated their 
people, resources, and time to the planting of new churches 
in the city while neglecting the apostolic vision for small and 
rural towns. Sadly, many small town churches burdened by 
budgets, buildings, and membership woes have been forced to 
close their doors, silencing, in some cases, any gospel witness 



in those communities. With its focus elsewhere, the church has 
done little to help. American essayist Wendell Berry lamented 
that the church is destructively valuing urban life over rural 
life, writing: “The message that country people get from their 
churches, then, is the same message they get from ‘the econ-
omy’: that, as country people, they do not matter much and do 
not deserve much consideration.”

If we ref lect on this, here is the analysis: there are tens of 
millions of people scattered throughout small and rural communities 
who are not worshiping and glorifying Jesus Christ, and the only 
power and institution on planet earth that can remedy that is the 
gospel ministry of the church. These reasons prove our obliga-
tion to fulfill the commission of Jesus and bring the light of 
the glory of the gospel of Jesus into these sin-darkened towns.

A VISION FOR RURAL AND SMALL TOWN MINISTRY
To embrace the heart of Jesus for gospel ministry means we 
cannot neglect and ignore rural and small towns. While they 
will never be places of political, cultural, or societal inf luence, 
by the Spirit’s blessing they can be places for gospel ministry. So 
what can be done? Simply, there are two effective ways forward: 
church revitalization and church planting.

In his book From Embers to a Flame, Harry Reeder help-
fully pointed out that the apostolic fulfillment of the Great 
Commission “was not just a ministry to unreached places and 
people, but also a ministry of revitalization.” Troubled and dis-
tracted by many besetting problems (personal and theological), 
the Apostle Paul, for instance, spent a significant amount of 
time strengthening those churches he had previously planted. 
The work of revitalization must begin by those already pres-
ent in rural and small town churches. They need to reclaim a 
biblical understanding of the ministry of the gospel; they need 
to reevaluate their place within their community; they need to 
renew their commitment to the work of gathering and perfect-
ing the saints; and they need to be overcome by an obsession 
with the glory of Jesus Christ. But they can use help through 
others’ abilities to offer people, resources, time, and prayer. To 
that end, Charles Spurgeon once preached: “To me, it seems 
it should be your glory to join in the poorest and weakest 
churches of your denomination and wherever you go, to say, 
‘This little cause is not as strong as I should like it to be, but 
by the grace of God, I will make it more inf luential. At any 
rate, I will throw my weight to strengthen the weak things of 
Zion, and certainly I will not despise the day of small things.’”

The church also needs to carefully think through the plant-
ing of churches in rural and small town communities which, 
as the case may be, simply have no faithful gospel witness. 
There will be challenges unique to such a context varying with 
every community the church invests in. It was once quipped 
that bringing the gospel to a small town is more difficult than 
evangelizing Muslims. I do not know if this is a hard and fast 
rule, but its rhetorical effect demonstrates the burden. But 
church planting operates on one principle: faithfulness to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Faithfulness must never be outweighed by 
the difficulty of the task.

History tells us the moving story of John G. Paton from 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland. When no 
one could be found to labor among the heathen of the New 
Hebrides cannibals, the Lord seemingly interrupted Paton, 
saying within him: “Since none better qualified can be got, 
rise and offer yourself!” Eventually he was overpowered and 
offered himself to the work. However, it did not come with-
out opposition, and some tried to persuade him against it. In 
his autobiography, he wrote: “I was sorely tempted to ques-
tion whether I was carrying out the divine will, or only some 
headstrong wish of my own. But conscience said louder and 
clearer every day, ‘Leave all these results with Jesus your Lord 
who said, “Go into all the world, preach the Gospel to every 
creature, and lo! I am with you always.”’ These words kept 
ringing in my ears; these were our marching orders.”

Rural America is in desperate need of the gospel. If the 
church—our churches and your church—do not respond to 
that need, who will? It will not be politics; it will not be gov-
ernment programs; it will not be educational institutions; and 
it will not be economic solutions. So let us do as Jesus com-
manded and pray that the Lord of the harvest would send 
laborers into the ripe fields of the countryside. What kind of 
laborers will they be? They will be those who ignore the gain, 
advantage, and inf luence of the world and all it offers, but 
dominated by a sense of the glory of Jesus, they will labor and 
toil with all men in all places because the Lamb is worthy to 
receive the reward of His suffering. And in so praying let us 
all ask, “What can I do?”
Rev. Kyle Borg is the pastor of Winchester Reformed Presbyterian Church 
(RPCNA) in Winchester, Kansas, and a graduate of Puritan Reformed Theologi-
cal Seminary.
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The Church Plant from  
Inception to Institution

The Free Reformed church plant in Powassan started in 
early 2009, when a group of four families of Reformed per-
suasion began meeting for Bible studies. The people in this 
group came from various backgrounds, but all of them found 
themselves growing in their conviction that a Reformed work 
was needed in the near north region of Ontario. The near-
est conservative Reformed or Presbyterian churches were a 
couple of hours drive away. Though there are a number of 
evangelical churches in the area, none of them held to the 
historic biblical and Reformed theology that the group found 
itself growing into as they read and fellowshipped together.

Two of the members of this group had grown up in 
Free Reformed churches in Southern Ontario. Around this 
time, in the Lord’s providence, a contact came about with 
the Outreach Committee of the Free Reformed Churches. 
This led to the matter being brought to the Free Reformed 
Synod of 2009, where it was decided to “adopt” this group. 
A church plant was established under the care of the Brant-
ford Free Reformed Church. For the first few years, visiting 
ministers came on a semi-regular basis to lead Sunday ser-
vices. The plant was especially blessed under the labors of 
a number of Free Reformed emeritus ministers, who played 
a vital role in encouraging its formation and building it up. 
When ministers were not available, video services from the 
Brantford Free Reformed Church were used.

The f ledgling church plant was encouraged and blessed 
by the attendance of a growing number of seasonal visitors. 
Powassan is in the center of a beautiful area of forests, hills, 
lakes and rivers, and there are many cottages and camp-
grounds within a short drive. Especially in the summers, 
more and more believers who vacationed in the area began 
to gather for worship each Sunday. The church plant, which 
only numbered about ten members in the early days, was 
soon attended by several times that number in the summer. 
Each year, as the word spread, more and more visitors began 
to come. In time, more families joined, and the group itself 
began to grow as a few covenant children were added to  
the number. 

By 2012, the group began to see the need for a full-time 
church planter to take up the work of preaching and pas-
toring the work. In June 2012, the Free Reformed Synod 
approved a request to send and financially support a minister 
to take up this work. In the fall of that year, candidate Rob 
VanDoodewaard, a graduate of PRTS, was called to serve 

as a church planter. He was ordained and began his labors 
in November of 2012. In 2013, two men were chosen from 
among the group to serve as deacons and begin the process 
of developing the diaconal ministry and the administrative 
side of the church. 

From the early days, the church plant has been active in 
outreach. This has included setting up book tables at events 
such as the local Maple Syrup Festival, Fall Fair, Rodeo, 
Farmers Markets, and other events. In the past, we have 
also made use of the denominational radio ministry, mailed 
out invitations to Bible studies throughout the area, and 
put up posters. We have done street ministry in North Bay, 
handing out tracts and telling the good news of Jesus Christ 
to those who will listen. What we have found most effec-
tive, however, is relationships with neighbors, co-workers, 
and acquaintances which give opportunities to share the 
gospel and minister to others. It is not only our words that 
are part of our outreach, but also our deeds, our walk, and 
our reputation. We must be faithful to pray that the Lord 
will give us the words to speak at these times, and we are 
learning to trust that He will use these words according to 
His will, even if they seem foolish or weak.

Over the past few years, the Lord has added to the church 
plant. Currently, there are 11 families in membership, with 
a total of 44 members, including children. The membership 
comes from a wide variety of backgrounds. We also have a 
number of families from the area who visit our services regu-
larly, and who, we trust, continue to grow together with us in 
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. In early 2017, two 
men were chosen to serve as elders, and this set in motion the 
process of petitioning the Free Reformed Synod to establish 
a congregation in the area. We rejoice that the Lord has 
blessed the process, and that plans are being made that a 
local church will be formally instituted in the fall of 2017. 

Over the past couple of years, summer attendance has 
also grown substantially, even beyond what it was in the first 
years. There have been weeks with well over 100 visitors in 
attendance, in addition to the local members and visitors. 
We are thankful that the Lord has provided sufficient rental 
facilities to accommodate these numbers over the summer. 
As a church plant, we have often found ourselves feeling 
like pilgrims as we move from one rental facility to another. 
Due to various circumstances, including the schedules of 
community groups and sports teams, we have often had to 
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move between several facilities. There have been times of 
uncertainty and of disappointment. But each time we have 
seen the Lord’s hand in guiding us, and in always provid-
ing suitable places for us to “camp.” Though we hope and 
pray that we will one day be able to settle into a facility 
more permanently, we understand that the Lord will make 
his timing and a place of His choosing clear. It seems that 
we often deal with uncertainty. Yet we rejoice that these 
experiences are used to teach us that we are “strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth” (Heb. 11:13).

The life of the church plant has also reminded us often of 
the parable of the sower and its explanation in Luke 8:11–15. 
Some visitors from the community only come for one service 
or Bible study and it seems are like the warning of verse 12, 
“Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the 
devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be saved.” Others attend a few times, 
but it seems are like those in verse 13, “They on the rock 
are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; 
and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away.” For those who attend in the 
longer term, and also for members of the church, there is the 
danger of the thorns in verse 14, “when they have heard, go 
forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.” What a spiritu-
ally dangerous time we live in, with so many cares, riches, 
and pleasures of life! But then, finally, we are thankful to 
see evidence of seed falling on good ground as in verse 15, 
“they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the 
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.” We pray 
that the Holy Spirit will continue to work in and among us, 
gathering in His people, and strengthening us for His glory!

It has often been surprising to see the Lord gather in His 
f lock in this region. Powassan, a small rural community in a 
relatively sparsely populated region, is not the type of loca-
tion that one might expect a church to grow in. The growth 
of the church plant has certainly not been predictable, nor 
has it been a product of human efforts! Certainly, at times, 

there are many in attendance. Yet in the early days, and even 
now in the winter times when weather is bad, it more often 
seems that this is a day of small things. Sometimes, due to 
weather, services have begun with only a handful in atten-
dance, but I have rejoiced to see the f lock trickle in, even if 
they are a few minutes late. We have been surprised again 
and again at the Lord’s providence in the lives of those that 
have joined the church. It has always seemed appropriate to 
begin worship services with the singing of Psalm 147:

Praise ye the Lord, for it is good 
To sing unto our God;
’Tis right and pleasant for His saints 
To tell His praise abroad. 
The Lord our God builds up His Church, 
He seeks her wandering sons;
He binds their wounds and gently heals, 
The brokenhearted ones. 

Our Lord is great, He calls by name 
And counts the stars of night;
His wisdom is unsearchable, 
And wondrous is His might. 
The Lord upholds the poor and meek, 
He brings the wicked low;
Sing praise to Him and give Him thanks 
And all His goodness show. 

No human might, no earthly pride, 
Delights the Lord above;
In them that fear Him He delights, 
In them that trust His love. 
O Zion, praise the Lord thy God, 
His wondrous love confess;
He is thy glory and thy strength, 
He will thy children bless. 

Rev. Rob VanDoodewaard is the pastor of Hope Reformed Church of  
Powassan, Ontario.
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The following articles on Cranmer and Owen 
were two of many delivered by Sinclair Ferguson 
during the days he was with us in our recent PRTS 
tour group trip to Scotland and England.

Life
Thomas Cranmer was born in Nottinghamshire in 1489. 
He studied at Jesus College, Cambridge, from 1503, 
eventually graduating BA in 1511. Fifteen years later, in 
1526, he was awarded the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
The length of time it took to graduate is rather mysteri-
ous, but perhaps expressed his extraordinary “stickability.” 
He gradually rose through the academic and ecclesiastical 
ranks to become a major player in national politics.

How did this happen to a minister? The key lies in 
what is often referred to as “The King’s Great Matter.”

“The King’s Great Matter”
Henry VIII had married his brother’s widow, Katherine 
of Aragon, and wanted a divorce, arguing for it on the 
grounds that the original “marriage” transgressed the 
laws of consanguinity—not marrying the wife of your 
brother. He was frustrated in his attempts until Thomas 
Cranmer made a bold suggestion: let the leading theolo-
gians of Europe be consulted and build up a case based 
on weighty authorities and their interpretation. In the 
process, Cranmer gained favor with both Henry VIII and 
the family of Anne Boleyn.

Cranmer’s Role
Much of Cranmer’s task, and his gift, lay in amassing 
information and transcribing it with an uncanny ability 
to transform materials into f luent and attractive English. 
Here, perhaps, his perseverance and ability to weave writ-
ten materials together had been his special preparation for 
crafting the beauty of the Book of Common Prayer.

As for “The King’s Great Matter,” Cranmer sought 
to argue from history that the king, not the pope held 
ultimate jurisdiction in England, and therefore Henry 
VIII was not ultimately subject to him in the affairs of 
his own realm. At the same time, Cranmer seems to 
have been developing increasingly evangelical convic-
tions, first Lutheran but then increasingly Reformed. He 
had contact with such Reformation luminaries as Symon 
Grynaeus, Martin Bucer (who dedicated his Commen-
tary on Romans to him); Andreas Osiander, Heinrich 
Bullinger, Wolfgang Capito, and later with John Calvin 
and Philip Melanchthon.

In the midst of this—to his horror—King Henry 
chose him as Archbishop of Canterbury. At his enthrone-
ment, his oath of loyalty to the pope was followed by two 
others which made clear that not even the pope could 
over-ride either God’s authority over him or his loyalty 
to the king.

Archbishop of Canterbury
If Christians who are not Episcopalians are to have any 
sympathy with an Archbishop, it is important to realize 
that the position is surrounded by pressures. A central 
part of his ministry is to keep the ark of the church 
af loat! Thus Cranmer found himself in the pressure 
point between the conservative and Catholic wing and 
those who were pressing for reformation (and pressing 
for it “without delay”). Thus, sadly, on the one hand, 
while adopting Luther-like views on justification, he for-
warded John Frith to martyrdom for denying any “real” 
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quasi-physical presence of Christ in the bread and wine 
of the Supper (remember that Luther’s position was that 
the communicant really did eat and drink the actual body 
and blood of Christ). 

Cranmer was not a politician or a schemer with the 
political savvy of some of his colleagues like Stephen 
Gardiner (1483–1555, later Lord Chancellor during the 
reign of “Bloody” Mary) and Thomas Cromwell (1485–
1540). But, from 1536, he began openly to speak of the 
pope as the antichrist. William Tyndale had done the 
same and had been murdered for his pains with Henry’s 
tacit approval. It was this opposition to papal supremacy 
coupled with his devotion to royal supremacy that helped 
sustain him in royal favor. 

The execution of Anne Boleyn was a great personal 
grief to Cranmer. On the day of her execution, Alexander 
Alesius found him walking in the garden of Lambeth 
Palace. Cranmer reportedly said, “She who has been the 
Queen of England will be a Queen in heaven today.”

A Gradual Reformation
Cranmer did have a kind of courage—although it would 
later desert him for a time. He was firm with Henry 
over the issue of justification by faith and the doctrine 
of transubstantiation (although still retaining a Lutheran 
view of the “real presence”). He was also one of only a few 
to defend Thomas Cromwell to the King (Cromwell was 
executed at Tower Hill on the day Henry VIII married 
Catherine Howard.)

By around 1546, Cranmer seems to have developed 
beyond his earlier Lutheran view of the Supper towards 
a more Calvinistic view of the “real presence” of Christ—
by the Holy Spirit (rather than His body and blood being 
located in the bread and the wine). After Henry’s death 

he published The First Book of Homilies (1547). Four of 
the twelve (and these the most important ones) came 
from his own pen on (i) Reading Holy Scripture; (iii) Of  
the Salvation of all mankind (on salvation by grace);  
(iv) Of the true and lively Faith; (iv) Of good works. 
Cranmer, however, was the Archbishop. In order to 
sustain reformation, he believed reformation needed to 
proceed by a careful and cautious development, stage by 
stage—otherwise all might be lost. Thus the 1549 Book 
of Prayer made some concessions to conservatives (i.e., 
those who wished to preserve the older catholic ways), 
albeit with assurances that the reformation of worship 
would continue and progress.

But in 1550–1552, the reform accelerated. He now 
wrote A Defence of the True and Catholic Doctrine of the 
Sacrament of the Body & Blood of our Saviour Christ. In 
1553, he published The 42 Articles of Religion which in 
1563 would become the The 39 Articles of the Church of 
England. Until relatively recently, every Church of Eng-
land minister had to read these to his congregation on 
his installation.

Courage—Fleeing but Returning
In the wake of the brief “reign” of Lady Jane Grey follow-
ing the death of Edward VI, Cranmer was arrested and 
tried for treason. At this point—for a variety of reasons—
Cranmer seemed to give way. Early in his confinement, 
he was imprisoned in the Tower with John Bradford, 
Nicholas Ridley, and Hugh Latimer. But then he was 
on his own and seems to have become somewhat depen-
dent on the company of a Roman Catholic servant. He 
signed a submission; yet his fate was sealed. Then, taken 
to express his submission in the course of a sermon in 
Oxford, to the surprise and horror of his accusers, Cran-
mer found fresh courage. He recanted his recantations. 
Hurried from the pulpit, he was rushed through the rain 
to the stake and fire that had been prepared for him at 
Balliol College. It was there, famously, that he said: “For-
asmuch as my hand hath offended, writing contrary to 
my heart, my hand shall first be punished therefore.” And 
there, in the fire, he spoke Stephen’s dying words: “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. I see heaven opened and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God.” And thus, at the end 
a restored confessor, he entered the presence of Christ.

Dr. Sinclair Ferguson is a Teaching Fellow for Ligonier Ministries and a 
prolific author. 

Cranmer sought to argue from 
history that the king, not the 
pope held ultimate jurisdic-
tion in England, and therefore 
Henry VIII was not ultimately 
subject to him in the affairs of 
his own realm.



Life
Born in Stadhampton in 1616, the son of an Anglican 
minister with Puritan sympathies, John Owen matric-
ulated at Oxford University and as a precocious and 
diligent student had graduated BA in 1632 when still in 
his mid-teens. He was ordained deacon in the Church of 
England in 1635—the first step towards full ordination 
to the ministry. Following a fairly well-worn career path, 
he spent the next few years as a house chaplain to two 
families, first to Sir John Dormer in Ascott and then to 
John, Lord Lovelace in Berkshire. When the Civil War 
broke out in 1642, Lovelace supported the Royalist side. 
Owen moved to London. 

Conversion and Assurance
It was in London that a single sermon transformed John 
Owen’s life. Whether or not he was a genuine Christian 
before, he certainly was a believer enjoying the assurance 
of salvation as a result of it. He had gone with a relative 
to hear the great Edmund Calamy preach at Alderman-
bury Chapel. Instead, a substitute preacher came into 
the pulpit and preached on Matthew 8:26. His identity 
is shrouded in mystery. But the sermon brought Owen 
peace and from time to time its text reappears in his writ-
ten and spoken word, even on his deathbed commenting 
on the fact that he is leaving the ship of the church in  
a storm. 

Ministry
Owen then served as minister in Coggeshall and in Ford-
ham in Essex. By this time he thought of himself as 
a Presbyterian in terms of church government. For a 
variety of reasons he wanted to think through some of 
the issues that divided Puritans and followed a pattern of 
approach he had developed for considering disputed mat-
ters. He read what he thought was probably the strongest 
work against his own view. (Would that everyone took 

this approach instead of setting up and knocking down 
“straw men”!) He read John Cotton’s book The Keyes of 
the Kingdom and realized he was really more of a Con-
gregationalist. In effect, he probably became a kind of 
Congregationalist-Presbyterian in the sense that he held 
each church contained everything it needed to be the 
church of Christ—authority did not “come down” to the 
local congregation from a higher ecclesiastical authority. 
In any event, he had already begun to gather an ecclesiola 
in ecclesia—a genuinely evangelical and biblical commu-
nity within the larger context of the parish church.

He soon became a published author and, in 1643, 
his first work, A Display of Arminianism, came from the 
press. His published works come to twenty-four large 
volumes of some six hundred pages each, and cover a 
variety of themes: Scripture, Trinity, Christology, the 
Holy Spirit, Christian living, the church, sacraments, as 
well as various polemical works. 

Rise to Public Prominence
In 1648, he preached to the Parliamentary Army at the 
Siege of Colchester, met Sir Henry Ireton (Cromwell’s 
son-in-law) and other officers, and was brought to promi-
nence among the highest echelons of the New Model 
Army. Soon he was preaching before Parliament and 
met Oliver Cromwell, who invited him to serve as his 
chaplain and in various other capacities. Such was his 
rise to prominence that he was one of the two ministers 
who preached before Parliament the day following King 
Charles I’s execution in January 1649.

CHURCH HISTORY  |  DR . SINCLAIR B . FERGUSON
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From 1651–1658, he served in Oxford first as Dean of 
Christ Church and then as Vice Chancellor of the entire 
University (in North American terminology, the Presi-
dent). However, when Cromwell was offered the throne, 
Owen was one of the major inf luential voices seeking to 
dissuade him from accepting it, and this seems to have 
marked the end of his inf luence. 

The Days of Spiritual Exile
Following the failed protectorate of Cromwell’s son Rich-
ard, from the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660 and 
the 1662 Great Ejection, until the Act of Toleration in 
1689, Owen lived on the ecclesiastical and political mar-
gins, often finding hospitality for himself and his family 
in the homes of landed gentry who were Puritan sympa-
thizers, and preaching to what were essentially private 
house churches—on occasion being arrested. Thereafter, 
he became pastor of a small church meeting in London 
which united with the congregation led by Dr. Joseph 
Caryl (1602–1673). He and Owen had known each other 
from at least 1662, when they both accompanied Crom-
well’s army into Scotland. 

Among the many things for which we can be grateful 
for Owen is the fact that he suggested to John Bunyan 

that he take the manuscript of Pilgrim’s Progress to his own 
publisher, Nathanael Ponder. Although Bunyan did not 
become rich (he left only £42.19 when he died), Ponder 
became so successful that he was known as “Bunyan Pon-
der”! As is well known, when Charles II asked Owen why 
he listened to “yon tinker” (Bunyan), he replied that he 
would give all his learning to be able to preach like him.

Owen died in 1683 in full expectation of seeing 
Christ in His glory. As he lay dying, a friend came to tell 
him that his work on The Glory of Christ was proceeding 
through the press. He said “I am glad to hear it; but, O 
brother Payne! The long-wished-for day has come at last, 
in which I shall see that glory in another manner than I 
have ever done, or was capable of doing, in this world.” 

His physicians attributed the length of time it took 
for him actually to pass from this world to the strength 
of his brain! He died on 24 August 1683, the anniversary 
of the Bartholomew’s Day massacre and also of the Great 
Ejection. In the view of many, he ranks as perhaps the 
greatest English theologian of all time.

Eleven days later Owen was buried in Bunhill Fields. 
The Inscription on his grave reads:
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The Beauty and Glory of the 
Christian Worldveiw — Joel R. 
Beeke, editor
“I once was blind, but now I see” is 
the glad confession of the Christian’s 
heart. However, what is it that a 
Christian now sees that so transforms 
his life? It is the Christian worldview. 
This is not an abstract philosophy 
so much as biblical doctrine for life. 
The Word of God establishes God- 
centered thinking, engages faithful 
living, and energizes ardent feeling for 
the kingdom of Christ in this world 

and the world to come. In this volume, several pastors and theolo-
gians band together to explore aspects of the Christian worldview 
such as God’s Trinity, supremacy, and loving sovereignty over all 
of life; the Christian’s identity in Christ, sexuality, and sufferings; 
and the Christian life as both earthly mission and heavenly pil-
grimage. Contributors include Derek Thomas, Michael Barrett, 
Joel Beeke, Paul Smalley, Mark Kelderman, Brian Cosby, Charles 
Barrett, and Gerald Bilkes. (HC, 130 pgs) $25.00|$19.00

Counsel to Gospel Ministers
John Brown of Haddington
John Brown of Haddington, eighteenth-
century Scottish divinity professor, 
invested deeply in the lives of his stu-
dents. Counsel to Gospel Ministers presents 
a collection of his letters to students who 
were training to be ministers. Through-
out these letters, Brown stresses the need 
for preaching a clear gospel message 
with precise application. Yet he equally 
emphasizes the importance of exemplary 
behavior in ministers’ conduct. Here is 
sage advice to pastors for taking the gos-

pel seriously in all aspects of their life and ministry. With the 
publication of these letters, Brown’s pastoral wisdom can be 
shared with new generations of gospel ministers.

(PB, 121 pgs) $10.00|$7.50

The Works of William Perkins, 
Volume 4
J. Stephen Yuille, editor; Joel R. Beeke and 
Derek W. H. Thomas, general editors
This fourth volume of The Works of 
William Perkins contains two treatises 
of biblical exposition. The first treatise 
is A Godly and Learned Exposition upon 
the Whole Epistle of Jude. Finding the 
purpose of Jude’s letter in verse 3, Per-
kins calls for all Christians to persevere 
in professing the gospel by taking heed 
of false teachers and deceivers, who 

seek to infiltrate the church. The second treatise is A Godly and 
Learned Exposition or Commentary upon the Three First Chapters 

of Revelation, giving careful consideration of the seven letters to the 
seven churches of Asia. Perkins highlights the person of Christ and 
His significance to the church, focuses on what Christ approves and 
rebukes about the condition of the church, and emphasizes Christ’s 
bounty and humanity’s duty. (HC, 690 pgs) $50.00|$38.00

Devoted to God: Blueprints for  
Sanctification—Sinclair B. Ferguson 
In a series of Scripture-enriched chapters, 
Devoted to God provides what Ferguson describes 
as “blueprints for sanctif ication”—an orderly 
exposition of central New Testament passages 
on holiness. It builds a strong and reliable struc-
tural framework for practical Christian living. 
It stresses the foundational importance of fun-
damental issues such as union with Christ, the 
rhythms of spiritual growth, the reality of spiri-
tual conf lict, and the role of God’s law. Here is a 

fresh approach to an always relevant subject and a working manual to 
which the Christian can turn again and again for biblical instruction 
and spiritual direction.

(Banner of Truth, PB, 277 pgs) $18.00|$13.50

Learning to Love the Psalms
W. Robert Godfrey
The Psalms join the hearts of believers to the 
heart of their King as together they pant after 
the glory of God. As a scholar who loves the 
psalms, Dr. Godfrey offers a very helpful intro-
duction to reading the Psalter and short ref lec-
tions on selected psalms that convey the spirit of 
childlike faith. In a time when biblical studies 
are dominated by technical scholarship, here 
we have a simply written, deeply personal, and 

yet profoundly insightful book on the part of the Bible that Calvin 
rightly called “an anatomy of all parts of the soul.” Read this book 
prayerfully and be spiritually refreshed, challenged, and fed.

(Reformation Trust, HC, 263 pgs) $19.00|$12.50

Seasons of Waiting: Walking by Faith when 
Dreams are Delayed—Betsy Childs Howard
We’re all waiting for something. It might be a 
spouse or a baby. It might be healing or a home. 
Regardless of what we’re waiting for, it’s easy 
to feel discontent when things aren’t going as 
planned and our dreams are delayed—especially 
when questions of why and how long remain 
unanswered. God uses seasons of waiting to 
teach us patience and make us more like Him. 
But sanctification is not the only purpose God 

has in mind. When we wait faithfully with unmet longings, we 
become a powerful picture of the bride of Christ waiting for the day 
when He returns and God’s kingdom reigns.

(Crossway, PB, 128 pgs) $12.99|$9.75

OTHER BOOKS



Knowing the Trinity: Practical Thoughts for 
Daily Life — Ryan M. McGraw
Ryan McGraw aims to teach believers how to love 
the triune God better by bringing the Trinitarian 
theology of Scripture into the foreground. He 
lays the foundation of Trinitarian piety by look-
ing at the saving work of each divine person—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each chapter leads 
readers to meditate on God’s works and how they 
relate to Him in light of passages of Scripture 
that appeal to all three divine persons. This book 

shows that the Trinity is the foundation of all biblical doctrines, the 
lifeblood of the church, and the heart of Christian experience. Each 
chapter includes study questions.

(Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, PB, 142 pgs) $15.00|$12.00

Reset: Living a Grace-Paced Life in a Burnout 
Culture — David Murray
“How did I get here?” These are the words of 
many Christian men on the brink of burnout or 
in the midst of breakdown. They are exhausted, 
depressed, anxious, stressed, and joyless. Their 
time is spent doing many good things, but their 
pace is unsustainable—lacking the rest, read-
justment, and recalibration everyone needs on a 
regular basis. But there is good news: God has 
graciously provided a way for men to reset their 

lives at a more sustainable pace. Drawing on his own experiences—and  
time spent with other men who have also experienced burnout— 
pastor David Murray offers weary men hope for the future, helping 
them identify the warning signs of burnout and offering practical 
strategies for developing patterns that help them live a grace-paced 
life and reach the finish line with their joy intact.

(Crossway, PB, 204 pgs) $14.99|$8.50

Reading the Bible Supernaturally: Seeing and 
Savoring the Glory of God in Scripture
John Piper
God wrote a book, and its pages are full of His 
glory. But we cannot see His beauty on our own, 
with mere human eyes. In Reading the Bible Super-
naturally, John Piper aims to show us how God 
works through His written Word when we pursue 
the natural act of reading the Bible, so that we 
experience His sight-giving power—a power that 
extends beyond the words on the page. Ultimately, 

Piper shows us that in the seemingly ordinary act of reading the Bible, 
something miraculous happens: we are given eyes to behold the glory 
of the living God. (Crossway, HC, 432 pgs) $32.99|$21.00

Delighting in the Sunlit Uplands of Grace: 
Spurgeon on Joy (C.H. Spurgeon Classics)
C.H. Spurgeon
There are few greater jewels to be found in Chris-
tian literature than Spurgeon’s words on the sub-
ject of joy. Delighting in the Sunlit Uplands of Grace 
brings together his teachings on joy. Spurgeon 
speaks of the true, life-changing joy found in 
Christ, fellowship with His people, and the joy 
that is to come for all who trust in Him.

(Christian Focus, PB, 144 pgs) $10.00|$7.50

Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889 / Fax: 616-285-3246
www.heritagebooks.org; e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

Qty. Author/Title Price Total

Sub-total
Sales Tax

Postage
Total
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Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

VISA/MC #  _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date ________________________________________   Security Code ______________________

All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. Canadian Cus-
tomers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your check or pay by VISA 
or MasterCard.

Mich. residents add 6% sales tax. 
Postage (US 12%, min. $3.99; 

Canada: 20%, min. $7.50; 
Overseas: 28%, min. $10.00)

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A (behind Galaxy Car Wash)
Brantford, Ontario CANADA N3R 8A3

Phone: 519.304.4709; Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca
www.reformedbookservices.ca

In Canada these books are available at comparable prices from:

The Children’s Character Building Collection 
Study Guide — Dennis Gundersen
Children have enjoyed the eleven children’s stories 
known as The Children’s Character Building Collection 
for the last 150 to 200 years, and they have been the 
delight of parents who know how vivid, challeng-
ing stories can impact the lives of their children by 
encouraging them to embrace the gospel and develop 
a close walk with God. Now these stories have a 

study guide to accompany them, which parents can use to guide a child 
into deeper thinking about the contents of these rich and lively stories. 

(Grace and Truth Books, PB, 204 pgs) $16.95|$12.00

Inside Noah’s Ark: Why It Worked — Laura Welch, general editor
As people began to see the Bible as less historical 
and more metaphorical, there began to be questions 
about the feasibility of Noah’s Ark and whether the 
great f lood even occurred. As this volume refutes 
the most common arguments against the viabil-
ity of the Ark, children will learn how ancient 
knowledge of bamboo pipes, cisterns, cage design, 
animal-powered machines, food storage, lighting, 
ventilation, and water systems reveal that the ship 

was both seaworthy and an actual working vessel. The book also explores 
how a crew of just eight people could have housed, fed, and watered all 
of the representatives of the animal kinds.     

(Master Books, HC, 64 pgs) $16.99|$12.75
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It doesn’t matter what kind of addiction it is—drink, drugs, 
food, gambling, porn, spending, tanning, people-pleasing, peo-
ple-critiquing, control, digital technology, to name a few—lies 
are at the heart of them all. That’s why Jesus said to religious 
addicts, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” (John 8:32).

All addicts tell four kinds of lies: lies about God, lies about 
themselves, lies about the sin, and lies about others. The only 
way to deliver addicts is to rip out these lies and replace them 
with truth. Here’s a sampling of the lies that addicts tell and 
the truths that can root them out and replace them.

LIES ABOUT GOD
Lie: God is not good. He’s just being a spoilsport in forbidding this 
sin. The sin is good and God is bad.
Truth: God is good to all and does good to all. His law is an 
expression of His goodness (Ps. 145:9; 119:68; Rom. 7:12).

Lie: God is not all-seeing. He can’t really see me when I do this.
Truth: God sees all people, all things, all events, at all times 
(Ps. 139:1–16; Prov. 15:3).

Lie: God is not a judge. He will not call me to account for this.
Truth: We will give account for every deed done or not done, 
in public and in private (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 2:16).

Lie: God is not a Savior. I’ve sinned too much for God to save me. 
There’s no point in even trying to be saved.
Truth: Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved 
(Rom. 10:13; 1 John 1:9; John 6:37).

Lie: God is not enough. He will not satisfy me as sin does.
Truth: There is more than enough in God to satisfy the hun-
griest and thirstiest soul (Ps. 63:3–5; John 7:37).

LIES ABOUT SELF
Lie: I don’t have a problem. I mean I sin, even quite a lot, but it’s 
not an addiction.
Truth: Whoever commits sin (literally, continues to practice 
sin) is a slave of sin (Rom. 6:16; John 8:34).

Lie: I’m not as bad as others.
Truth: Our standard of comparison is God’s Word, not other 
people (2 Cor. 10:12).

Lie: It’s not harming me.
Truth: Every sin hardens our hearts (Heb. 3:13) and ultimately 
ends in death (James 1:15).

Lie: If only you knew how hard and exceptional my circumstances 
are.
Truth: Your situation is common to many and they don’t resort 
to such sins (1 Cor. 10:13).

Lie: I cannot change and I cannot escape.
Truth: God always provides an escape route and He can give 
real freedom to anyone (1 Cor. 10:13; John 8:36).

LIES ABOUT SIN
Lie: This habit makes me happy.
Truth: Maybe, but it’s a very brief and f leeting happiness that 
leaves a bitter taste (Heb. 11:24–26).

Lie: This helps me forget my past.
Truth: The most important thing is for God to forget your 
past (Heb. 8:12).

Lie: Now is not a good time to stop.
Truth: Now is the accepted time, today is the day of salvation 
(2 Cor. 6:2).

LIES ABOUT OTHERS
Lie: Those condemning me and trying to stop me are my enemies.
Truth: Those who try to stop you sinning are actually your 
best friends and they’re doing you a great kindness (Prov. 27:6; 
Ps. 141:5).

Lie: It’s my parents’/abuser’s/husband’s/wife’s fault.
Truth: When Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the snake, 
God blamed and punished all of them (Gen. 3:14–19; Ezek. 
18:20). The soul that sins will die.

Lie: This doesn’t affect others.
Truth: Do you need a Bible verse for this? Just ask those 
around you what the truth is.

Lie: People are just objects.
Truth: Your porn addiction feeds its lust on divine image-
bearers. You are watching people made in the image of God 
(Gen. 1:27). You are abusing the divine image for your sexual 
pleasure.

Whatever you are addicted to, try to find the lies at its heart 
and then attack them with God’s powerful truth. “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, and a pastor of the Free 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  |  DR. DAVID P. MURRAY

LIES AT THE HEART OF ADDICTION
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WORK AND CALLING
Is work a curse or blessing? I’ve heard it explained both ways.

Suggested Reading: Ephesians 6:1–9
Meaningful work is a blessing. God works, and holy angels 
work. We are called to work. Our first parents worked in Para-
dise before sin entered this world (Gen. 2:15), and one day all 
the redeemed in heaven will work (Rev. 22:3). But after Adam 
sinned, God cursed the ground for mankind. Thorns and thistles 
entered into our work; and work involved sweat (Gen. 3:17–19). 
This means that we are to view work as a God-given blessing, 
but due to sin, every type of work on this earth will have its 
hardships, problems, disappointments and struggles. We find 
work difficult at times and we will sweat. Every occupation in 
today’s fallen world will have its own “thorns and thistles” and 
we will “sweat” because of its struggles and challenges.

But God does call us to work. Read the suggested daily 
reading above as one example. We are to think about our work 
and perform it in ways that honor God. The following four 
biblical principles should guide our thoughts and actions:

1. Honorable work is a sacred calling of God. We are to serve 
God in our work, to be conscious of His presence, and to please 
Him with our work.

2. God calls every person to his or her work. We are answerable 
to Him for our attitude and performance.

3. Service is to be the primary motivation and goal. Yes, we may 
make money by working and even a great deal of money, but 
serving God and others by using my God-given talents is to be 
the main motivation.

4. We are to be devoted to our work, but not enslaved to it. Our 
work calling is important, but we are to balance this with our 
other callings—e.g., our callings to promote and maintain our 
spiritual, emotional, mental, and physical health of ourselves 
and our families.

Careers do not only include work outside of the home. It is 
important to remember that the career that inf luences the life 
of another human being more than any other occupation in the 
world is the calling to serve as a mother.

In all aspects of life, we are to love and glorify God, and to 
love and serve others. This includes our work life.

Read Colossians 3:22–23. What does God mean here when He instructs us  
to do our work “heartily” and to do our work “as to the Lord, and not unto men”?  

How should a Christian’s attitude and devotion to his or her work differ from a non-Christian’s?  
How should it differ when the boss is absent, unfair, or difficult to work for? 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED JAMES W. BEEKEfor teens

CHOOSING A CAREER
How am I to choose a career? How can I know God’s will for me?

Suggested Reading: Psalm 119:97–105
What type of lamp is referred to in Psalm 119:105? A single-
wick, hand-held oil lamp. Imagine how dark it would be walking 
at night in biblical times with only the light from your handheld 
lamp at your side. How far would the light from this lamp shine? 
Maybe ten feet or two metres? The light from this lamp did not 
shine far ahead, and it certainly did not reveal the entire way to 
one’s destination. But consider that when the person who car-
ried this lamp walked forward several steps, the lamp provided 
light for his next several steps, again and again, all the way to 
his destination.

God often works in this way. By means of His Word and 
His providence, God will often show us the way we should go. 
Maybe God’s light will not shine years ahead, or not reveal the 
way into our careers at this time. But He will provide light to 
show us our next steps, repeatedly, and faithfully, to bring us into 
His calling and the career in which we are to serve.

Pray and work. Trust that God will hear your prayer and 
provide light for your career decisions, step by step. The follow-
ing practical guidance pointers may be helpful.

To choose a career:
1. Pray for God’s guidance.
2. Search God’s Word.
3. Investigate various careers that fit well with your God-

given abilities and interests.
4. Seek good advice from experienced and trusted Christians 

(parents, relatives, church leaders, teachers, friends, etc.).
5. Determine careers in which you could best serve to the 

glory of God, the welfare of others, and provide for your family 
and personal needs.

6. Examine God’s providence—How is God opening and/
or closing “doors of opportunity” for you?

7. Then make a decision and pursue it diligently!

First Corinthians 10:31 states, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do,  
do all to the glory of God.” How does this apply to our career choices?  

When considering the many hours that people spend working, why are our career choices very important? 
How are they also of significance to others? 
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MEDITATION FOR CHILDREN | ELINA VANDERZWAAG

During hot, humid summer days, we often see clouds  
forming—those huge ones that hold telltale signs of an 
upcoming thunderstorm. It gets slowly more oppressive, the 
birds are quiet, the wind is holding its breath, and then, the 
first lightning bolt! The storm is some miles away and the 
thunderclap takes some time to follow. Then the wind starts 
sweeping the branches of trees, the rain begins pelting its 
welcome drops, and soon the storm is overhead. Thunder-
storms show us some of the awesome power of nature and 
of God. A lightning bolt is pure, raw electricity: untamed, 
unharnessed, like a wild horse. One big lightning bolt has 
enough electricity to power a small town of 56 houses for 
a day! But one lightning strike is more likely to take away 
power from a small town when the lightning hits a tree that 
topples wires and causes a major outage. 

The electricity we have in our homes is the harnessed 
kind. If lightning is a wild horse, then our power at home 
is like a calm, well-trained pony led by bridle and bit. If the 
home is wired by a good electrician, it is not likely we will 
get hurt by it, unless we do foolish things. 

Most of us would find it really hard to have a normal 
life without electricity. Think of all the things in your home 
that are powered by electricity: lights, washer, dryer, stove, 
fridge, water heater, phones, computers, etc.

You have a lot in common with the bedside lamp you 
read by at night before you go to sleep. That lamp is totally 
useless if you don’t plug it in the outlet. But it also is quite 
useless if you don’t switch it on. Consider this: if you want to 
be useful as a boy or girl, you too need to be “plugged in” and 
“switched on”! The keyword here is useful. As a Christian 
you want that, right? You want to be right and do right. And 
to be right, you need to belong to the Lord Jesus. You need 

His power to help you do right and to help you to NOT do 
the wrong. If you belong to the Lord Jesus, He has changed 
your heart. He has paid the price for your sinful heart. You 
will be a nice-looking lamp, so to speak. But in order to be 
also a useful lamp, you need to be plugged in to His power 
and strength. And you need to be switched on. Both of these 
things will happen if you make it your priority (the most 
important thing) to first spend some time with His Word, 
the Bible. You read it daily, and its truth will f low through 
your mind into your thinking. With the help of the Holy 
Spirit you will learn to think as God thinks, and that will 
help you act as God would want you to act. Do you see how 
you are then plugged in and switched on? 

For a child of God, the Lord is the source of his or her 
strength and power, like young David. Remember how he 
went up to that giant Goliath with just a few stones and his 
slingshot? What did he say to the giant? “You come to me 
with a sword and spear. But I come to you in the name of the 
Lord God of Israel!” David was not afraid because he had 
the power of God in him. David was also not proud after 
he killed the giant. When we depend on the Lord and His 
Spirit for His help and His strength, we will be thankful 
and humble. So stay “plugged in” and “switched on”!

Look at the puzzle and look up all the scriptures that 
speak of the power we find in the Lord our God. 

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

—2 Timothy 1:7

Elina VanderZwaag is a homemaker, wife of Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag,  
and member of the Grace Reformed Christian Church (HRC) of  
Harrison, Arkansas.

Plugged In and Switched On



Elina VanderZwaag
BIBLE QUIZ for children
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On the previous page I wrote something on the power of God that works in us, if we stay plugged in to His Word. 
When we read the Word of God, the Holy Spirit will let those truths f low into our mind and into our thinking. His 
Word will help us think and act according to His will. By plugging in we let the Holy Spirit switch us on, so to speak, 
and make us useful Christians. 

Find the missing words of these texts that all speak of the power of God.

 1. Exodus 32:11: “Which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a _ _ _ _ _ _ 
hand?”

 2. 2 Chronicles 20:6: “And in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
thee?”

 3. Psalm 66:3: “Through the greatness of thy power shall thine _ _ _ _ _ _ _ submit themselves unto thee.” 

 4. Psalm 68:35: “The God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his _ _ _ _ _ _. Blessed be God.” 

 5. Psalm 150:1: “Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of his power.” 

 6. Matthew 22:29: “Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, nor the 
power of God.” 

 7. Luke 9:43: “And they were all _ _ _ _ _ _ at the mighty power of God.” 

 8. Luke 22:69: “Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the _ _ _ _ _ hand of the power of God.” 

 9. John 1:12: “But as many as _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.”

10. Acts 10:38: “How God anointed Jesus of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” 

11. Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

12. Romans 13:1: “For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of God.” 

13. Romans 15:13: “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.” 

14. 1 Corinthians 1:18: “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God.” 

15. 2 Timothy 1:7: “For God hath not given us the spirit of _ _ _ _; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”

ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLE
 1. remaineth, cease
 2. parlour
 3. fruits
 4. moisture, drought
 5. borders, winter
 6. gathereth, sleepeth

 7. snow, rain
 8. ants
 9. fowls, beasts
10. saved
11. house, house
12. living waters



JOY OVER ONE
STORY FOR CHILDREN |  ANDREA SCHOLTEN

What a big, round, colorful lollipop! Three-year-old Lily 
Ashton looked at the little boy who held it in both hands 
and was licking it vigorously. Could she have one lick? she 
wondered. But no, the boy was now leaving the store with 
his dad. Lily wondered if they were going back to the candy 
store. Without thinking, she followed the little boy right out 
of the store.

The street was a busy one with stores all along either side. 
People were walking up and down the sidewalks, but no one 
noticed the little girl with curly blonde hair walking on her 
own. By now Lily had lost sight of the boy and his dad, but 
still she toddled along past one store after another. Maybe she 
could find the candy store by herself! As she walked, her big 
blue eyes took in everything. Up ahead were some pigeons, 
trying to steal some bread crumbs. Could she pet them? Over 
there was a big bench. Was she tall enough to climb on it? 

Lily continued walking until her little legs began to get 
tired. And then she suddenly stopped. In a f lash, she remem-
bered that she had been with her mom and had left her behind 
in the store. But where was her mom now? Lily spun around, 
but a sea of legs kept rushing by her from both directions, and 
none of the legs belonged to her mother. 

“Mom!” she called. A tall man looked down at her and 
then continued on. A huge lump filled Lily’s throat, and tears 
rushed to her eyes. She walked over to a doorstep and began 
to cry. Would she ever see her mom again?

Just then, a kind-hearted woman pushing a walker came 
by. She paused. “What’s the matter, little Blossom?” she asked. 
Her voice was so full of love that Lily stopped crying and, 
brushing back her curls, looked up to see who it was that spoke 
to her. The sun shone on the woman’s kind, wrinkled face.

“I’m not little Blossom. I am Lily, and I want my mom,” 
Lily replied as the tears began to f low again.

“Do you know where she is or where you last saw her?” 
the woman asked. Lily shook her head. “But Lily won’t cry 
anymore,” continued the woman, “because we will go and 
find your mom. Will you go with me?”

Lily’s tears stopped f lowing, and she looked up into the 
kind face once more. “Have you got a little girl, and is she 
little Blossom?”

“No, my dear. I have no Lily nor Blossom, only when I 
find one just like you. But I love little girls and boys, and I 
don’t like to see you cry. Will you go with me to the police 
station to find your mom?” asked the old woman gently. “It’s 

nearby.” Lily stood up and put her hand on the woman’s 
walker, for her heart was won.

The two travelers, one old and one young, moved slowly 
down the sidewalk, both holding onto the walker. They soon 
reached the police station and not long afterwards, Lily saw 
her anxious mother rush through the doors.

“Mom!” she cried, running towards her.
“Oh Lily!” said her mom with tears in her eyes. “I was 

so worried!” She scooped up her little girl into her arms and 
hugged her tightly. “And how can I thank you?” she asked 
the old woman.

“Your joy is thanks enough,” the old woman replied with 
a smile. 

I’m not surprised that Lily’s mom was so glad to see her again. 
But her gladness reminds me—perhaps it has reminded you 
also—of some of the words of Jesus: “Joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth.” Can you tell why heaven is 
joyful when a sinner repents? A sinner is one who is disobey-
ing God, who does not love nor trust in Christ, and who will 
never find the way to that beautiful home above, unless he 
repents. He is lost in the world, just as Lily was lost in the city. 
Do you not think that if you were in heaven and could hear 
that someone on earth, who had been wicked, had repented 
and begun to love Jesus, and was coming to be in heaven too, 
happy and holy forever, you would be glad? The Lord still 
calls sinners to repentance, and He is still willing to save 
those who are lost. Are you lost or have you been found?

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member of 
the HRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Adapted by Andrea from Uncle Paul ’s  
Stories for Boys and Girls, by Uncle Paul. Boston: American Tract Society. 
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“I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance” (Luke 15:7).



Why The Church Should Care About Seminary Training 

— Visit us online at prts.edu —

One of the greatest concerns of those involved in the work 
of the Reformation was the intellectual preparation of future 
ministers. It was generally recognized that the ignorance of 
the clergy in matters of faith and practice contributed to 
the decline of the church in morals and in doctrine. Today 
it is not uncommon to find people who think that semi-
nary training is an accessory, a luxury, or even unnecessary. 
Some say that if the apostles themselves were recognized as 
“uneducated” (Acts 4:13), why should we aspire to more? 
The fact is that Scriptures do have high standards for pas-
tors to achieve, and a good academy can certainly help them 
reach those biblical demands.

The academy helps to test the call of a churchman. 
One of the most difficult aspects of pastoral ministry is to 
know if one has really been called to it. A candidate may 
have the skills, but that does not mean he has been called. 
While an inner call to the ministry refers to the candidate’s 
own conviction, the outer call is the church’s confirmation 
of the calling. It is precisely here that the academy can help. 
Professors in a seminary are members of the church and 
their calling is to train men for ministry; they are always 
observing behavior, decisions, and responses, and are able to 
help a student regarding his outer call.

The academy helps to test the character of a church-
man. The Scriptures describe in detail how a man is fit for 
ministry (1 Tim. 3:1–7): he should be above reproach, self-
controlled, hospitable, gentle, and not quarrelsome. The 
context of a seminary is a wonderful place to test all these 

characteristics; for example, is he hot-headed in a classroom 
where there are differing opinions? The seminary’s inter-
cultural environment offers instances to exercise hospitality. 

The academy helps to test the knowledge of a church-
man. The main requirement for someone who aspires to 
the ministry is to be “apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2 and Titus 
1:9). But how does he know what to teach? The curricula of 
seminary training prepares him to feed God’s flock. 

The academy helps to test the abilities of a church-
man. What if a man knows doctrine but is unable to make 
that clear, experiential, and practical to others? To be able to 
teach requires knowledge but it also requires ability to com-
municate. The academy not only provides classroom time 
but also chapel time to be exposed to expository preaching. 
The delivery of a sermon is more caught than taught. As 
preachers are carefully selected to deliver practice sermons 
in the academy, candidates have the opportunity to learn 
both by theory and example. They themselves at a certain 
moment will also be tested regarding their own ability to 
teach and will be humbled by the critiques they listen to 
from professors and peers. 

Paul warned that “there are many unruly and vain 
talkers and deceivers” (Titus 1:10). Seminary training can 
aid the church in its hard task of ordaining men to pasto-
ral ministry. Let us pray for the continuance of seminaries 
where men can be trained and sent to preach the whole 
counsel of God.

—BRENO MACEDO
PRTS Alumnus and Pastor in the Presbyterian Church of Brazil
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PRTS NEWS

MEET DR. DANIEL TIMMER
In God’s grace, I was born 
and raised in a Chris-
tian family and came 
to know the Lord as a 
teenager. In university, I 
studied mechanical engi-
neering and worked in 
industry for several years 
before sensing a call to 
serve the church in theo-
logical education. I began 
my theological studies at 
PRTS and completed them 
at Trinity International 

University in Chicago. During that time, I met and mar-
ried my wife, Andreea. In 2004, I moved to Montreal, 
Quebec, where Andreea was teaching chemistry, to teach 
Biblical Studies at the Faculté de théologie réformée Farel. 

In the following years, our sons Nathan and Felix were 
born, and I was ordained and served as a ruling elder in 
the Reformed Church of Quebec, a very small but bibli-
cally faithful French-speaking denomination. In 2009, we 
moved to Jackson, Mississippi, where I taught Old Testa-
ment at Reformed Theological Seminary while continuing 
my involvement with Farel Seminary. In 2012, we returned 
to Montreal where I began teaching Old Testament at the 
Faculté de théologie évangélique. 

I am interested in all aspects of the Old Testament 
and biblical theology, and my recent research and writing 
has focused on the prophetic books and the contribution 
of Reformed epistemology to biblical interpretation. I look 
forward to my work at PRTS as a PhD professor in Biblical 
Studies, and trust that in God’s grace it will help prepare 
students for faithful ministry and serve the advancement 
of the gospel.

ALUMNI NEWS FROM INDIA AND MALAWI
MR. SIVA SANKAR “ISAAC” 
GAJENDRAN (2016) recently 
received a call to a faculty 
position at the Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, Dehra 
Dun (Northern India). He 
has begun teaching theology 
and church history courses 
this fall semester. 

Isaac writes, “The Lord 
has been gracious and won-

derful to Sabina and me, and by way of gratitude, I would 
like to thank our seminary family. PRTS has equipped 
us with solid, biblical doctrine and the practical appli-
cation of such in our Christian lives. As I read various 
Puritan works and prepare lessons to teach, my heart 
is filled with thankfulness and I give glory to God and 
remember His people at PRTS. The Lord has blessed the 
work, efforts, prayers, and support that everyone put in 
to training us for kingdom work. I want to thank the fac-
ulty for teaching with a pastoral heart, and for treating us 
with dignity, as well as for loving us as brothers and sis-
ters in the Lord. While there, I was taught how to honor 
and celebrate the Lord’s Day. I learned the importance of 
growth and maturity in the Christian faith, and what it 
means to mortify sin, as well as the importance of prayer. 

I saw firsthand what a pastoral heart and godly humility 
look like in both the faculty and the staff. I was taught 
our rich Reformed, confessional heritage and doctrine, 
the importance of missions, and Reformed experiential 
preaching, something greatly needed in our day. All of 
this was made possible because of faithful supporters 
who gave to the Scholarship Fund. I would also like to 
say that while in Grand Rapids, I never missed India. I 
was lovingly welcomed by and added to the PRTS fam-
ily, and for this I am very grateful.”

REV. BRIAN KAMWENDO 
(2009), has recently been 
elected the Board Chairman 
of Christian Literature Action 
in Malawi (CLAIM limited), 
a publishing company owned 
by eighteen churches with a 
mandate for producing and 
distributing Christian and aca-
demic literature throughout 
the country. Rev. Kamwendo 

will serve as the chairman for the next three years. Please 
pray that the Lord would bless his efforts and CLAIM to 
spread sound, Reformed, experiential, Christian litera-
ture among the people of Malawi.



MICHAEL BARRETT | Itinerary
Sept. 3: Sovereign Grace URC (GR)
Sept. 17: Mitchell FRC (Ontario)

Projects
Working on revision of Beginning at Moses.
Co-authoring A Radical, Comprehensive Call to Holiness.
Working on the message of Exodus. 
Working on ATS recertification.

JOEL BEEKE | Itinerary
Sept. 1–4: Conference for Immanuel Baptist Church (Sacramento)
Sept. 28–29: Reforming Families Conference (Kentucky)
Sept. 29–October 3: Ever Reforming Conference for Trinity Bible 

Church (Wyoming)
Oct. 9–11: Scottish Reformation Society and Puritan Reformed  

Fellowship (Glasgow)
Oct. 12–14: Reformation Conference (Newcastle, England)
Oct. 21: Conference for URC (Brantford, Ontario)
Oct. 22: FRC churches (St. George and Brantford, Ontario)
Oct. 24–25: Conference for Pastors/Wives (Ontario)
Oct. 26–27: NCFIC (Ridgecrest, North Carolina)
Oct. 27: Reformation Evening (Hamilton, Ontario)
Oct. 29: Preaching (Ripon, California)
Oct. 30–November 2: Reformation Conference (Bangkok, 

Thailand)
Nov. 3–4: Reformation Conference (Boise, Idaho)
Nov. 5: Preaching in URC churches (Boise, Idaho)
Nov. 7–9: conference for Igreja Presbiteriana Cidade Nova  

(Manaus, Mexico)
Nov. 10–13: conference on Sola Fide and preaching in 2 churches 

(Southern Brazil)
Nov. 15: Lecture for NAPARC (Grand Rapids)
Nov. 17–20: Reformation Conference and preaching in 2 churches 

(Mexico) 

Recent Publications
With Rob Wynalda, Exodus Journible, 2 vols. Grand Rapids: RHB.
General editor with Derek W. H. Thomas, The Works of William 

 Perkins, Volume 4, by William Perkins, edited by J. Stephen 
Yuille. Grand Rapids: RHB.

Editor and introduction with Randall Pederson, Brown, John of  
Haddington, Counsel to Gospel Ministers. Grand Rapids: RHB.

Editor, The Beauty and Glory of the Christian Worldview. Grand Rapids: 
RHB.

Family Worship [in Chinese]. Trans. John Chen.
Puritan Evangelism: A Biblical Approach [in Romanian]. Dascalu-Ilfov, 

Romania: Magna Gratia.
Family Worship [in Romanian]. Dascalu-Ilfov, Romania: Magna 

Gratia.

JERRY BILKES | Itinerary
Sept. 3: Grace Baptist Church (Canton, Michigan)
October 12–13: Ministers’ Retreat (Ingersoll, Ontario)
October 16–19: FRC Committee Meetings (Dundas, Ontario)
October 29: St. Thomas FRC (Ontario)

Projects
Guide to Biblical Interpretation.
Sermon on the Mount Study Guide.

MARK KELDERMAN | Itinerary
Sept. 7: Presentation on Sexual Abuse at IRBC (Iowa)

Oct. 14: FRC/HRC combined Office-bearers Conference address 
on biblical and pastoral perspective on sinful sexual relationships

Oct 20–Nov. 3: Trip to Asia for conference and PRTS promotion

DAVID MURRAY | Itinerary
Sept. 29–30: Reforming Families Conference (Kentucky)
Oct. 13–14: Raising Children in Digital Babylon - Conference at  

First Presbyterian Church (Columbia, South Carolina).
Oct. 20–23: Christ in the Covenants, PCRT Conference 

(Oklahoma).

Projects
PHD Project on Mathew Henry.
Exploring the Bible: A Bible Reading Plan for Kids (September 2017).
Refresh: Embracing a Grace-Paced Life in a World of Overwhelming 

Demands, Co-authored with Shona Murray (October 2017).

STEPHEN MYERS | Itinerary
Sept. 10: Preaching at Jordan HRC (Ontario)
Oct. 12–13: FRC Ministers’ Retreat (Ontario)
Nov. 3–4: Reformation 500 Conference (Boise, Idaho)

Projects
Chapter on “The Theology of the Marrow Controversy” in History of 

Scottish Theology (Oxford University Press, 2018).
Various projects related to covenant theology.

GREG SALAZAR | Itinerary
Sept. 4: Seminary Day for the FRC (Hamilton, Ontario)
Nov. 1: Puritan Research Center Colloquia, “The Westminster 

Assembly, ‘Anabaptism,’ and Ecclesiastical Positioning in the 
1640s” (PRTS)

Projects
“The Deuterocanonical Books” in Tabletalk. 
“Daniel Featley and Calvinist Conformity in Early Stuart England,” 

PhD Dissertation, The University of Cambridge.
Co-Editor of The Works of William Perkins—Volume Six: Doctrinal 

Works on Predestination. Grand Rapids: RHB.

DANIEL TIMMER | Itinerary
Nov. 15–17: Evangelical Theological Society (Providence, Rhode 

Island)
Nov. 17: Institute for Biblical Research (Boston)
Nov. 18–21: Society of Biblical Literature (Boston)
Teaching at Faculté de théologie évangélique (Montreal)

Projects
Nahum (Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the Old Testament).
“Nahum in the Book of the Twelve,” in The Book of the Twelve: Com-

position, Reception, and Interpretation (ed. L. Tiemeyer and J. Wöhrle; 
VTSup; Leiden: Brill).

“Reading the Old Testament as Part of a Two-Testament  
Witness to Christ,” in a volume of collected essays (Grand  
Rapids: Zondervan).

WILLIAM VANDOODEWAARD | Itinerary
Sept. 8–9: Westminster Conference (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania)
Sept. 28–29: Canadian Presbytery (ARP) (Halifax, Nova Scotia)
Sept. 30: Origins Conference, SEMBEQ (Montreal, Quebec)

Projects
“Genesis and Ancient Histories at Princeton Seminary, 1812–1851”  

in Westminster Theological Journal (forthcoming).
1 & 2 Timothy, Welwyn Commentary Series, Evangelical Press.

FACULTY ITINERARIES & PUBLICATIONS
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Dr. Joel R. Beeke, President & Professor 
   of Systematic Theology and Homiletics
  joel.beeke@prts.edu
Dr. Michael Barrett, Vice President of  
   Academic Affairs, Academic Dean, and
   Professor of Old Testament
  michael.barrett@prts.edu
Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes, Professor of
   Old and New Testament
  jerry.bilkes@prts.edu
Dr. Adriaan Neele, Director of the Doctoral  
   Program & Professor of Historical Theology
  adriaan.neele@prts.edu
Dr. Stephen Myers, Associate Professor of  
   Historical Theology 
  stephen.myers@prts.edu
Dr. David P. Murray, Professor of 
   Old Testament and Practical Theology
  david.murray@prts.edu
Greg Salazar, Assistant Professor of Historical  
   Theology – greg.salazar@prts.edu
Dr. Daniel Timmer, Professor of  
   Biblical Studies  
  daniel.timmer@prts.edu
Dr. William VanDoodewaard,   
   Professor of Church History
  william.vandoodewaard@prts.edu
Rev. Mark Kelderman, Dean of Students
   and Spiritual Formation
  mark.kelderman@prts.edu
Henk Kleyn, Vice President for Operations
  henk.kleyn@prts.edu
Jonathon Beeke, Admissions Director  
   and Registrar – jonathon.beeke@prts.edu
Chris Engelsma, Distance Learning Director
  chris.engelsma@prts.edu
Chris Hanna, Development & Marketing
  chris.hanna@prts.edu
Laura Ladwig, Librarian
  laura.ladwig@prts.edu
Kim Dykema, Library Assistant
  kim.dykema@prts.edu
Ann Dykema, Faculty Administrative Assistant
  ann.dykema@prts.edu
Seth Huckstead, Director of Technology  
  Seth.huckstead@prts.edu
Darryl Bradford, Video Producer/Editor
  darryl.bradford@prts.edu
Kim Postma, ESL Tutor
  kim.postma@prts.edu
Corney Les, Development Coordinator (CAN) 
  cles@shaw.ca

PU R ITAN R E FO R M E D TH EO LO G I C AL SE M I NARY

FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/2016–7/31/2017

       Year to Date    Annual   Percent of
  Income      Actual    Budget    Variance  Annual Budget
   Donations 2,287,390 2,120,500  (166,890) 108%
   Tuition Income 495,153 520,000 (24,847) 95%
   Scholarship Donations 381,357 285,000 96,357 134%
   Other Income        195,760        162,500       (33,260)   120%
  Total Income $ 3,359,660 $ 3,088,000 $(271,660) 109%

  Expenses
   Instruction $ 727,992 801,713 (73,721) 91%
   Scholarships 407,954 390,000 17,954 105%
   Administrative    1,967,433    1,881,287    (86,146)  105%
  Total Expenses $ 3,103,379 $ 3,073,000  $(30,379)  101%

  Net Income $  256,281   

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE!
q I would like to financially support PRTS by giving $      , designated for:
     q Operational Needs  q Scholarship Fund  q PhD Scholarship Fund
     q PRTS Foundation  q Puritan Resource Center
q I would like to enroll in the monthly giving program and give $      per month.
q I am enclosing $20 for a 2018 subscription to Puritan Reformed Journal.
q Send a free copy of The Beauty and Glory of the Christian Worldview, edited by Dr. Joel Beeke

PAYMENT METHOD
q Check/cash enclosed  q Charge my credit/debit card:  
     Card type (circle one):  Visa  Mastercard  Discover  American Express
     Card #       
     Exp. Date     /     Security Code    

q Please send me a free copy of The Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible — Genuine Leather 
   (for donations over $150).
     q Send me a copy of the PRTS 2016–2017 catalog

Name                    
Address                   
City/State/Zip                   
Phone      e-mail                

Donations in the US need to be sent to:
   Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
   2965 Leonard Street, NE
   Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Canadian Donors please write your checks to:
   Burgessville Heritage Reformed Congregation 
   Attention: PRTS
   685 Main Street, P.O. Box 105, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1CO
       For credit card and pre-authorized debit transaction forms, visit us  
       online at prts.edu/investing-in-prts/

International Bank transfer information:
 • Beneficiary Bank: Mercantile Bank of Michigan • Beneficiary’s Bank Swift: MEMIUS33
 • Beneficiary’s Bank Fedwire ABA: 072413829 • Mercantile Bank: 100061175
 • Beneficiary Customer: Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

Please include this form with your check.

Please join with us in giv-
ing thanks to the Lord for 
having preserved and pro-
vided for PRTS over the 
last fiscal year.   

— CHRIS HANNA

PURITAN REFORMED  
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
2965 Leonard Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
Tel: 616-977-0599  •  Fax: 616-855-5740    

Email: info@prts.edu  •  Web: www.prts.edu
Seminary EIN: 20-2394341 
Foundation EIN: 20-2394946



and
announcements

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage 
and anniversary notices will be printed free of 
charge and under no obligation of a gift received . 
Other announcements and/or requests will be 
approved by the editorial committee on an indi-
vidual basis as received .

CHILLIWACK HRC PURCHASES  
NEW CHURCH FACILITY

The Chilliwack HRC has purchased a new church building. As 
we have prayed and observed God’s leading in opening or clos-
ing doors for us, we believe He is providing this church facility 
for us as church family. In our almost 14-year history, this is the 
first time we will own our own church building. We are indeed 
thankful for this opportunity.  

The main f loor of the church sanctuary provides sufficient 
pews to seat our congregation comfortably and the balcony is also 
large and could accommodate a great deal of growth in the future.  
The building also contains a large all-purpose room with attached 
kitchen, nurseries, and more larger and smaller classrooms and 
offices than we can possibly use.

The total cost, including recommended maintenance work, 
is $1,971,900. Using all of our collected funds and sources of 
revenue, as well as pledged gifts and interest-free loans from 
our members, we have $1,534,000. If any sister congregation 
or individual brothers or sisters would feel inclined to assist us 
with reducing the remaining debt of $438,000, we would be 
most appreciative.

Above all we pray that the King of His church may reign 
so that in both our current rented facilities and future church 
building, His Word blessed by His Spirit may form us to grow 
more Christ-like, so that as His church, we may ref lect the real, 
inner beauty of His temple to our Lord’s honor, edification of His 
people, and witness to our community.

—The Chilliwack HRC

TEACHERS NEEDED
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL are 
accepting teaching applications for the 2017–2018 school year for 
at least one opening in the elementary and possible openings in the 
high school. There is also the possibility of open aiding positions 
at the Elementary School. Interested K–6 applicants can request 
an Elementary School application and email their resumés and/or 
questions to Mr. Nathan Bleeker (nbleeker@plymouthchristian.us). 
Interested 7–12 applicants can request a High School application and 
email their resumés and/or questions to Mr. James Bazen (jbazen@
plymouth christian.us).

THE REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ASSOCIATION in Upper 
Hutt, New Zealand is seeking a teacher to teach upper primary at 
our Christian School. Our aim is to develop a biblically consistent 
world and life view in our students based on the Reformed faith.

Applicants should be committed to the Reformed faith and to 
Christian education. This is an exciting opportunity to be part of 
a small covenant school, and we look forward to your application. 
If you have any questions or would like more information please do 
not hesitate to contact us. Short-term contracts will be considered. 
Please forward your C.V. or any questions you may have to: board@
silverstreamchristian.school.nz

PONATAHI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, a conservative Reformed school 
in New Zealand, is seeking a K to Grade 1 teacher to begin in 
September or October, the Lord willing. We are a tight-knit school 
committed to providing a consistent Christian education, with staff 
members from all over the world. For more information please email 
the principal, Peter Bertram, at principal@ponatahi.school.nz and 
look at http://www.ponatahi.school.nz/.
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www.cmisrael.org

a missions organization
that is seeking to speak to
the Jews about the Messiah

JesusChristJesusChrist
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to
God for Israel is, that they might be saved"

Romans 10:1



The Board of OXFORD REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites 
applications for an Elementary Vice Principal for the 2018/2019 
school year.  

O.R.C.S. is a vibrant, unified parent-run school serving the 
needs of several local Reformed church communities around Oxford 
County.  We have been operating for over twelve years. We have been 
blessed with a new facility located in Mount Elgin, a rural village in 
south-western Ontario. Our present enrolment is over 325 students 
and we offer a Kindergarten through grade 12 program.  

We have a need for an experienced, energetic, motivated 

elementary school teacher/Vice Principal to complement our 
staff team. All qualified applicants passionately committed to the 
Reformed faith and to Christian education are encouraged to apply 
before January 31, 2018.

Applications must include a resumé, statement of faith, phi-
losophy of Christian education, and references. Promptly send to: 
Oxford Reformed Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (prin-
cipal), 333182 Plank Line, PO Box 87, Mount Elgin, ON, N0J 1N0. 
E-mail: principal@orcschool.ca. Phone: 519-485-1142. 
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REFORMATION HERITAGE RARE AND USED BOOKS
2965 Leonard St., NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 • (616) 855-5744 • (616) 977-0889

Our used book store is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
For online shopping, click the “Used Books” tab on www.heritagebooks.org.

We are always seeking books in the Reformed, Presbyterian, and Puritan traditions. Contact Gary Vander Schaaf 
at (616) 977-0889; email: gary.vanderschaaf@heritagebooks.org when you have books to donate, sell, or trade.

Was the Reformation the beginning of the Great Divide  
in Christendom, and was this a good or a bad thing? 

This is a good question—Roman Catholics often raise this challenge to Protestants, noting the divisions 
that developed within Protestantism from the Reformation onwards. We do need to be aware that during 
the medieval period, Roman Catholicism had many internal divisions and rivalries, and was by no means 
a ref lection of a united Christendom. The papal schisms, with rival popes and a fractured church are one 
example; rival monastic orders were another. The Roman Church separated from the Eastern Church 
in 1054 AD. The Eastern Church itself was also divided into separate bodies over issues of doctrinal 
significance. So the first thing we need to clear away is the idea that before the Reformation, there was 
one, unified Church. It wasn’t really one body even before the East-West schism of 1054 AD. We can 
go back far earlier to the days of Augustine and before and find that there is a long history of multiple 
“denominations” in existence.

The better historical and theological approach is to ask the question, when is it legitimate, or necessary, 
to depart from an existing ecclesiastical body which professes to be Christian? During the Reformation, the 
Roman Catholic Church worked diligently to suppress biblical reform in life and doctrine. The doctrines 
of grace had been widely obscured and confused for generations—those who proclaimed the gospel of 
Jesus Christ with clarity were viewed as troublemakers, rather than faithful ministers and members seek-
ing recovery of biblical Christianity. The active suppression of biblical truth was wide-ranging, including 
the use of violent persecution. By the time of the Council of Trent, the Roman Catholic Church formally 
enshrined anathemas against Scripture’s teaching. These were all good grounds, necessary grounds, for 
the departure of the true church from the ecclesiastical institution of Roman Catholicism. The division of 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in this case was a very good thing—it was clear evidence of the revival 
of spiritual life and truth among those who became Protestants.

For the Protestant Reformers, the biblical necessity of separation from a church which had become 
false did not negate grief over separation and hope for a full recovery and restoration of unity. Luther, 
Melanchthon, Calvin, Beza, Bucer, and many others engaged both Roman Catholics and divergences 
among Protestants with the hope that an earthly unity would be restored—however, they did so with a 
firm commitment to the authority and sufficiency of Scripture as the basis for defining and directing the 
church in all of its life and doctrine.

—William VanDoodewaard 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED



NATIONAL NEWS
OREGON LAWMAKERS PASS BILL REQUIRING INSURERS TO  
COVER 100% OF ABORTION COSTS
Oregon lawmakers passed a bill that would require insurers to pay 
all abortion-on-demand costs, no matter how late-term the preg-
nancy. The bill also requires insurers to pay $10 million into a fund 
for public funding of abortions into what critics are saying is a gift 
to Planned Parenthood. “By insisting on complete insurance cov-
erage of abortion, including late-term and sex-selective abortions, 
the legislature shows itself intolerant of widely-held opposing 
views and will compel thousands of Oregonians to support what 
their conscience rejects,” the Oregon Catholic Conference said. 
(Amanda Casanova | Religion Today Contributing Writer)

RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES ACT PROTECTS FLORIDA STUDENTS
Florida lawmakers have passed legislation that better protects stu-
dents and staff who express their religious faith on public school 
property. 

Introduced by state Sen. Dennis Baxley, the Religious Liber-
ties Act went into effect July 1. The new law creates uniformity 
across the state because it requires a model school board policy, 
says Liberty Counsel attorney Mat Staver. 

“Not only would you have it in state law,” he says, “but you 
would have it in the local school board policy in every one of the 
67 counties.”

The law requires school districts to allow students to wear 
religious clothing and jewelry, participate in religious activities 
before and after school, and to express their own religious beliefs 
in classroom coursework without being punished for their views, 
CBN News reported.

“Part of what we’re protecting is those basic rights for religious 
expression—which are protected free speech—and we’re letting 
people know it doesn’t stop at the property line of the school site,” 
Baxley said of the bill. “We owe our educators some clarity on this 
so it can be applied uniformly across the state and in a way that 
respects all faiths and people of no faith.” (Bob Kellogg, Billy Davis | 
OneNewsNow.com)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
SWEDEN: PASTORS TOLD THEY CANNOT REFUSE TO MARRY  
SAME-SEX COUPLES
The Swedish government has told the Church of Sweden that 
ministers cannot refuse to marry same-sex couples.

The Christian Institute reports that Swedish Prime Minister 
Stefan Löfven announced that ministers of the Church of Sweden 
should be required to marry same-sex couples, regardless of their 
opinions on homosexuality and gay marriage.

“No priest in the Swedish Church can refuse to marry same-
sex couples,” stated Löfven. “If you work as a midwife you must 
be able to perform abortions, otherwise you have to do something 

else. It is the same for priests who do not want to perform same-sex 
marriages,” he added.

Currently, ministers in the Swedish state church are allowed 
to opt out of performing weddings, baptisms, and funerals for 
any reason, so this would be a major change in policy. Although 
requiring ministers to marry same-sex couples is not yet manda-
tory, Sweden’s national broadcaster SVT reported that the prime 
minister is in support of making it so.

Sweden legalized gay marriage in 2009, but the church has been 
much more cautious of fully embracing it.

Acceptance of gay marriage in churches around Europe is 
growing. At the end of May, as Christian Headlines.com previ-
ously reported, the Church of Scotland voted to ordain ministers 
who were in same-sex marriages. The Scottish Church does, how-
ever, allow individual congregations to opt out of this revised 
stance on marriage if they choose. (Veronica Neffinger | Editor, 
ChristianHeadlines.com) 

CHRISTIANS OVERTAKE MUSLIMS TO BECOME LARGEST  
GROUP OF REFUGEES ENTERING U .S . 

Christians made up the majority of refugees admitted to the U.S. 
in the first five full months of the Trump administration, reversing 
a trend that saw Muslims entering the country at higher numbers 
under President Obama, a new Pew Research report shows.

Out of all the refugees who arrived between President Trump’s 
inauguration and June 30, about half were Christians and 38 
percent were Muslims, according to data released Wednesday 
(July 12).

But when monthly figures are viewed, the data (originally from 
the U.S. State Department) reveals a steady decline for Muslims, 
from about 50 percent of refugees in February to 31 percent in 
June.

In the wake of Trump’s executive orders restricting travel to the 
U.S. from seven—and under the revised travel ban, six—Muslim-
majority countries, the report said, “The religious affiliation of 
refugees has come under scrutiny.”

Refugee admissions to the U.S. in fiscal 2017 (which ends Sept. 
30) are on pace to fall below the 85,000-person ceiling established 
by the Obama administration for fiscal 2016, the report said. 
(Madeleine Buckley | Religion News Service)

CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW JOHN GOUDZWAARD
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REV. MAARTEN KUIVENHOVEN

The last three pictures of redemption focused on the wanderer 
in the desert, the prisoner in his cell, and the fool in the midst 
of his own ruin. Now another picture emerges: that of the 
mariner in Psalm 107:23–32. This is not just a picture of a 
man at sea; it is also a vivid spiritual picture of how the Lord 
works salvation in the life of a sinner. 

Just like the mariner at sea, each of us has witnessed the 
powerful and amazing works of God in nature. The mariner 
is uniquely able to witness the power of God in the deeps. 
The mariner and the naval merchant “see the works of the 
LORD, and his wonders in the deep” (Ps. 107:24). They 
can bear witness to the fact that there is a God because His 
eternal power and Godhead are clearly seen in the murky 
depths of the seas, in the rich diversity of marine life, and 
in the furious storms that arise at the command of God  
(cf. Rom. 1:20). Furthermore, as they witness the works and 
wonders of God, they are left without excuse for not believing 
in God. You, too, young friend, witness the works and won-
ders of God throughout the world that witness of God. What 
will you do with that witness that leaves you without excuse 
if you do not believe in Him? 

The storms that these mariners experience testify to God’s 
power and strike fear into the hearts of the most hardened 
sailor. Their ships are tossed to and fro, riding high on the 
crests of the foaming waves and then plunging down again 
into the troughs with walls of water looming on either side. 
The waves are so violent and induce such fear that the souls of 
these mariners melt. Quite literally, they begin to come apart 
in the face of such power and omnipotence. They are thrown 
about by the power of the storm and are brought to their wits’ 
end. All their wisdom is useless in navigating such violent 
waters. But the storm is not intended to do them harm; it is 
intended to break them of their own power and wisdom and 
to bring them to the feet of Almighty God. 

You might not be riding the waves of the ocean, but what 
storms are you experiencing in life? Is it a broken relationship? 

A dilemma about your future? Are you facing your own sinful-
ness and the storm of God’s wrath against those sins? These 
storms are not intended to destroy you, but to bring you to the 
Rock, who is Christ.

The Lord leads the mariners to their wits’ end and they 
cry out to God in their distress—and He hears them. Our 
wits’ end should not lead to hopelessness but to crying to God 
for help. He hears the cry of the wave-tossed sinner. Just as 
He calms the violent waves of the sea, He calms the storms 
of life—including the violent and tempestuous nature of sin. 
He silences these things through His redemptive power at the 
cross of Calvary. There the waves of His wrath are calmed. At 
the cross, sinners can find great joy in the redemption worked 
by Christ for sinners, who are very much like those wave-
tossed mariners. There is not just relief, but a deep-hearted 
joy at the prospect of calmer waters. The mariners no longer 
face the violent waves; land appears and they are soon safe in 
the harbor. They stand on solid ground once more. 

What a picture of God’s redemption! He leads from the 
waves of His wrath and His chastising power to the calm 
waters of forgiveness and restoration. He leads to the harbor of 
Christ and the solid footing of His obedience and righteous-
ness. Are you safe in the harbor, my friend? Are you able to 
set sail again with the wind of the Holy Spirit in your sails 
to navigate through life with the banner of Christ f luttering 
from the mast of your ship? If so, respond in wonder and wor-
ship. Let this be the song of your life as you sail for the final 
destination and safety of the eternal heavenly harbor: “Oh 
that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men! Let them exalt him 
also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the 
assembly of the elders.”

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email him: kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.

PICTURES of REDEMPTION (4)

The Mariner
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BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH
FROM A PRISONER:
I’m writing to thank you for all the literature you’ve sent these 
past years of my incarceration. They have really helped me gain 
a better understanding of biblical faith and practice. Many oth-
ers have been blessed by your ministry as well. I will continue 
to pray for you, and when enabled send financial support. I say 
this because, thanks be to God, I’ll be released next month. It’s 
been a long time but God has my utmost attention and I’m truly 
looking forward to being a part of a Reformed church, support-
ing her any way I’m able, and reaching out to others with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Would you please remember me in prayer 
for strength and faithfulness in this new chapter of my life?

INHERITANCE PUBLISHERS
FROM A FRIEND IN AUSTRALIA:
A friend loaned me the little booklet by JC Ryle on “Having 
the Spirit.” I am so impressed with this ministry that I want 
to shout it from the house tops, as it were. Our church needs 
this type of ministry. Many congregations are devoid of the 
Spirit in my opinion. This little book has the power to change 
congregations from just relying on their religion to converting 
them into a Spirit-activated assembly. Could you send me a few 
more copies? I want to thank you sincerely for your service to 
Christian folk. 

FROM A FRIEND IN FLORIDA:
Thank you for printing God’s truth. I am ninety years old so my 
days are numbered on this earth. Soon I shall see our blessed 
Savior face to face. Keep preaching the whole counsel of God 
so faithfully—until He comes in the glory of His Father with 
the holy angels.

FROM A FRIEND IN GEORGIA:
Please send me ten of the little booklet entitled “Adoption—
The Spirit and the Cry.” I wish to send a copy to each of my 
adult children for their comfort and instruction. I thank God 
for your publication. I am ninety-five years old and now live in 
an assisted living facility. I’m sorry that I cannot send a larger 
donation. My savings are meager and I have no income except 
a small social security check.

PRISON MINISTRY
FROM A FORMER PRISONER:
I was in prison for 22 years and just got out. You all were 
providing me with your booklets of the Heidelberg Catechism 
Lord’s Day questions. I still have a lot of your booklets from 
the past. I would love to help you all, but at this time it is really 
hard on me. I have an ankle monitor and a GPS device. I am 
more like on house arrest. But I pray to my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ every morning asking Him to guide and protect me 
everyday, because I never want to go back to prison. I would like 
to thank you all for the time you helped me get more Christ-
centered. May the Lord Jesus Christ keep providing for you all 
and protect you.

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
FROM AN E-MAIL FRIEND:
I just wanted to drop you a quick note to thank you for The 
Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible. It is among the most 
refreshing things I have come in contact with for a long time. 
When I read the study note on Mark 16:9–20 (the first pas-
sage I turned to), I was hooked! How refreshing to read such 
words from scholars of your caliber, instead of the typical (and 
depressing) doubt that is cast on the text by modern scholars. 
The more notes I read, the more joyful I became. Then I read 
the opening article! If I wasn’t too old, I would have done a 
handspring! Marvelous! I will be pushing this Study Bible in 
my pastoral teaching, on my book review blog, and in my bi-
monthly publication. Thank you for this labor.

FROM A FAMILY IN FLORIDA:
For about the first five years as a Christian, the Lord thankfully 
gave me a deep desire to serve Him in all truth. But sadly, I was 
part of a church that didn’t seem to align with the Scriptures. 
During this time, in discouragement, I kept inwardly question-
ing whether this was what the church was supposed to be like. 
I truly wanted more—I wanted deeper holiness and I wanted 
to know God in all truth. My conscience would tell me there 
were a lot of things wrong with the way I understood Christi-
anity, but I didn’t know where to go to learn the most accurate 
teachings of the Bible.

Thankfully about four years ago, I saw a video of Dr. Beeke 
talking about the “Puritans on Desiring God,” and he said 
that a good place to start reading them would be with books 
like Stop Loving the World, and Heaven Taken by Storm. Well, 
I started to read them, and almost immediately I felt a sense 
of comfort and delight as I realized this was the biblical inter-
pretation my soul was yearning for all along. I felt as if I was 
agreeing with everything I was reading, and this caused me 
to rejoice in knowing that the Lord had caused me to be like-
hearted and like-minded with those who seemed to be some of 
the most pious people with the greatest minds in the history of 
the church. What a blessing that was when that door was first 
opened and I was able to meet the Puritans.

To this day, we still read the Puritans on a regular basis. 
Please be greatly encouraged because this has been a wonderful 
thing for my soul and the souls of my family.

FROM AN E-MAIL FRIEND:
Just finished John Brown of Wamphray’s Godly Prayer and Its 
Answers. I am speechless. This has got to be the greatest book on 
prayer ever written, at least in my opinion, and I have read many.  

FROM AN E-MAIL FRIEND:
For your encouragement, I read Wilhelm Teellinck, Path to Godli-
ness and was most impressed and helped. I have ordered 30 copies 
of it to distribute to folk here should we get to immigrate, and if we 
don’t I’ll give it to them anyway. I was able to give a copy to each 
of the 4 core groups in Manitowoc and they are really enjoying it. 
I am also reading it again with my husband as part of our family 
worship in the evenings too. 

FROM OUR MAILBOX
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Precious volume! what thou doest,
 Other books attempt in vain.
Plainest, fullest, sweetest, truest,
 All our good from thee we gain!
How thy living words refresh us!
 Words of truth and grace they are;
Than the finest gold more precious,
 Than the honey sweeter far.
 
What lay hid from ancient sages,
 What they sought, but failed to find,
This, unfolded in thy pages,
 Now appears to all mankind.
Far too high for man to reach it,
 ’Tis revealed from heav’n above;

God Himself alone could teach it:
 ’Tis the mystery of love.
 
Why the angels, once in heaven,
 Were allowed to fall, and fell;
Why no angel is forgiven,
 Who but God Himself can tell?
Why is man the favored being?
 This resolve us, ye who can,
Favored above others, seeing
 Christ the Lord has died for man.
 
Precious volume! all revealing,
 All that we have need to know:
Nothing from our view concealing,

 That can profit here below.
Hope we have: this hope is cheering,
 That the things we know not now,
In the day of His appearing,
 Christ will to His people show.
 
Book of books! by Him indited,
 Him who reigns, “the only wise,”
How art thou despised and slighted!
 Small thy work in human eyes.
I did once myself, profanely,
 Leave thy sacred page unread,
And for wisdom sought, but vainly,
 In the works of man instead.

          —THOMAS KELLY


