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Education is useless without the Bible. 
   —NOAH WEBSTER

Let every student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to consider well, the 
main end of his life and studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life  
(John 17:3) and therefore to lay Christ in the bottom, as the only foundation of 
all sound knowledge and learning. And seeing the Lord only gives wisdom, let 
every one seriously set himself by prayer in secret to seek it of Him (Prov. 2:3).

—JOHN HARVARD, ADOPTED IN 1646  
AFTER THE FOUNDING OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
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Ascension Day might not technically be forgotten by 
Reformed people, but it certainly does not seem to garner 
the attention or anticipation other notable commemorative 
days do. There might be a very important reason why this 
is so, a reason pointing to an issue we would be wise to 
address. What is the issue?

If one would skim through the writings of Christians 
up to relatively modern times, he would find frequent refer-
ences to eternity. Considering the life context in which such 
Christians lived would help us understand, at least in part, 
why that might be. Imagine living at a time when infant 
mortality rates approached 50% (pre-1800 globally), a world 
without anesthetics (before 1846), life expectancy near 47 
years (1900 in the U.S.), no access to antibiotics (before 
1929), and no social safety net except churches (before 
1934). These factors, taken cumulatively, would tend to 
prompt anyone’s mind to consider eternity often. 

We, by contrast, are insulated by layer upon layer of 
comforts, safeguards, and distractions. Is it any wonder that 
serious consideration of eternity, if it does take place, almost 
needs to be forced upon us by some near-at-hand calamity? 
What a contrast to the mindset of Christians who have 
gone before! 

Calamities, deprivations, and the like do not, of them-
selves, make us more eternity-focused. The poverty-stricken 
worldling can be as infatuated by his little than the rich 
man with his plenty. We need the grace of God, the Spirit 
of God, and frequent and thoughtful interaction with the 
Word of God to be kept from falling asleep in Vanity Fair or 
Bypass Meadows. In this, Ascension Day can be a help to us. 

Ascension Day commemorates that moment in redemp-
tive history when Jesus Christ bridged heaven and earth 
on behalf of sinners. Yes, His atoning death and justifying 
resurrection laid the essential foundation for us to have 
access to the very presence of our holy God. But it was His 
ascension into glory that is the believer’s guarantee of glory 
realized. You see, Jesus did not enter heaven alone that day. 
He took His entire elect church with Him, in principle. 
Where the Head is, the body will soon be. We ought to 

be the ones, like the apostles were that day, gazing up into 
heaven with the prayer on our lips, “Lord, how long?”

So how do we transition from earth-bound muckrakers 
into heaven-bound celestial citizens? We certainly will not 
find the answer to that question in the countless enter-
tainments that clog minds and devour time. We will not 
find it in the breakneck endeavors to add more and more 
to our personal wealth and earthly comfort. Did not our 
blessed Lord say, “If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 
16:24)? Was it not He who said, “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also” (Matt. 6:19–21)?

It is exposure to God’s Word—thoughtfully, prayerfully, 
meditatively—that helps orient us toward things spiritual 
and eternal. It is ardent, private prayer that tends to bring 
the eternal in view. Are there not times in God’s sanctuary 
when we lose sight of the earthly for a while and become 
immersed in the presence and praise of God? If these things 
are not your life and experience, Ascension Day is one day 
ideally suited for us all to take stock and pray for personal 
transformation and reformation. And let us not be motivated 
by self-seeking ends in this. The Lord is worthy of heavenly 
minded saints who, without exception, do exceptional work 
here on earth to the glory of the Lord. 

May this Ascension Day be a homecoming for many a 
weary pilgrim, at least in heart and mind. “For our light 
aff liction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:17–18).

Rev. David Lipsy is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of Bur-
gessville, Ontario.
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And when he had said this, he breathed on [them], and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost. —JOHN 20:22

The risen Christ visits His disciples when the doors are shut! 
He had promised them in John 14:18, “I will not leave you 
comfortless: I will come to you.” He had promised them His 
Spirit, the Spirit of truth (14:17). His Spirit would be their 
Comforter. He comes to establish them even more in that 
truth so that they will be comforted, receive His Spirit, and 
be equipped for the task for which He has set them apart.

When Jesus comes to His disciples, He shows that He 
knows their doubts, fears, and discomfort. What a blessing 
must it have been to hear these precious and comforting words 
from the Savior’s mouth: “Peace be unto you” (John 20:19). 
When He showed His scars and it dawned upon them that 
these words came from the lips of their crucified Messiah, 
their hope, it brought gladness to their souls. Christ is risen 
indeed! Jesus’s presence dispels the fears and rejoices most of 
the disciples’ hearts. Again, He says, “Peace be unto you!”

Some of the disciples were glad. Some still doubted. But 
Christ nevertheless sends them out for His mission in verse 
21: “Peace be unto you: as the Father has sent me, even so 
send I you.” He sends them on a mission that is to be mod-
eled after His own mission of service and self-denial. He 
sends them out on a mission that connects to Himself and 
His Father. It is a mission of dependence and faith, a mission 
to represent Him through the power of the Spirit in them. 

All of Christ’s disciples are called on a mission, whether 
it be around the house as a mom, in an office or factory, or in 
the church. Whether you are single, young, or married, your 
life is to be a mission to show Christ through dependent ser-
vice and faith-filled self-denial. God calls us to do everything 
as unto Him. To do it to represent Christ to this lost world. 
We are to be His witnesses.

However, what benefit is it to know our mission without 
the gift of the Holy Spirit? It leaves us as dead as the dry 
bones that Ezekiel saw. What great need we have of what 
Christ speaks in our text: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”

Christ breathed on them, the text says. The original 
Greek simply says: He breathed. Not on them, as though He 
breathed toward a certain direction. Christ breathed, and 
then spoke these words: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” How 
are we to understand Christ’s action and words? What is their 
relationship to Pentecost?

First of all, these words “receive ye the Holy Ghost” do 
not mean that the disciples immediately were equipped and 
filled with the outpouring similar to the day of Pentecost. 
If that would have been the case, Thomas would not have 

continued in unbelief for another week (cf. 20:26, 27), the 
disciples would not have returned to their former jobs (21:3), 
and Peter’s restoration would not have taken place (21:15–22). 

Second, Christ speaks these words in the prophetic pres-
ent. He speaks them as if they already happened. That is how 
certain it is that they will receive the Spirit. This is Pentecost 
anticipated! There is no doubt that Pentecost will take place! 
Christ, the Great Prophet, will send the promised Comforter, 
who will make His words full of life. 

Third, why does Christ do this in the way He does it? 
Why does He first breathe and then speak? Is this not an echo 
of what happened in creation? God’s Spirit, God’s breath1 was 
present, and then He spoke His new creation into being. 
Christ does the same. He breathes as a sign of His Spirit and 
then speaks about the gift of the Spirit which they will receive 
fifty days later. Through His Spirit, who was promised to His 
church throughout the Old Testament, He makes His church 
alive! Still today, He fills it with His powerful presence. 
Christ, our crucified and exalted Savior, gathers His church 
from all the corners of the earth. Just as  Psalter 287 says it: 
“Thy Spirit, O Lord, makes life to abound.”

Look at those men, these apostles of Christ. In and of 
themselves, they were just ordinary, fearful, and powerless 
man. Yet, through the power of the Spirit, through the power 
of preaching, through the power of a simple word spoken for 
Christ, they were about to win souls for Christ! Their preach-
ing would be centered on forgiveness through Christ (20:23), 
and God’s Spirit would make it effectual. 

It is the same with all true Christians in their calling 
to follow Christ as well as their calling in life. We of our-
selves are powerless to accomplish anything for God. But 
God through His Spirit changes this all. “He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing” (15:5). But God, through 
His Spirit, will give you, dear believer, the grace needed to 
represent our dear Savior in your calling in life. Don’t you 
long for a fresh outpouring of Christ’s Spirit? Don’t we need 
an outpouring of the Spirit of Pentecost today? The Spirit 
of true prayer? The Spirit of true repentance? The Spirit of 
equipping for service? The Spirit that unites believers? The 
Spirit that makes us bold to share the gospel? Let us all pray 
that life in Christ might not only be anticipated but lived to 
the full, for His glory! 
      

1. The words breath and spirit and wind are one and the same word in 
Hebrew. See Genesis 1:2.

Rev. Pieter VanderHoek is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of 
Burgessville, Ontario.
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Dear graduates, graduation is an important event. It marks 
the closing of one chapter of your life and the opening 
of another. Graduation is also called commencement—
“graduation” emphasizes completion and “commencement” 
speaks of beginning something new. 

A young man was also making a significant transition in 
his life—graduating from one phase of life and commencing 
a new position. This young man deeply felt the importance 
of the moment. It was the newly crowned King Solomon.

What characterized Solomon at this time? First, Solomon 
was very thankful. He offered a thousand burnt offerings 
unto the Lord (1 Kings 3:4). What about you? Are you deeply 
thankful to God? Who has given you priceless gifts of intel-
ligence and health? Of home and school? Of parents and 
teachers? Is it not God? Why were you not born in many 
parts of the world where graduation would simply not be 
possible? Try naming all of the blessings God has granted 
you. Are you, like young Solomon, filled with the desire to 
“offer a thousand sacrifices” to the Lord?

Graduates, are you also thankful to your parents? Have 
they not given much for you in time and money? But think 
also of their care, concern, patience, faithfulness, support, 
sacrifice, and prayer for you. If you have experienced uncon-
ditional love from your parents, did you deserve it? How 
many grow up never experiencing family or the positive 
support of a parent? I well remember the observation of 
the first inmate from our church prison ministry, who had 
a day pass and attended a church worship service with us 
one Sunday morning. After the service, we crowded around, 
curious to hear how he liked it. His first comment was this: 
“I have never known a family, and you have a church full 
of them!” I could not ever remember consciously thanking 
God for the families in our church. How easily we can take 
God’s blessings for granted, even great blessings!

Are you thankful for your teachers and the instruction 
you received? Especially if you were blessed with Christian 
education, what a blessing this is! To be brought up in a 
home, school, and church that believes, teaches, and tries 
to live according to the Bible is a wonderful gift. How much 
money are these blessings worth? They are priceless. Some 
young people, when graduating, say that their goal is to 
become a millionaire. Or maybe you already are. The gifts 
God has given you are worth far more. What percentage 
of young people graduating this year across the globe have 
received the Christian educational blessings that you have? 
Are you thankful? Are you showing this with love in return 
to the Giver of these gifts? 

Solomon was not only thankful, he was also prayerful. 
“And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant 
king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I 
know not how to go out or to come in…. Give therefore thy 
servant an understanding heart…” (1 Kings 3:7–9). Solomon 
prayed for wisdom.

Solomon was worried. He considered the great task he 
was called to do, and he was fearful. How could he possibly 
do this? How could he “discern between good and bad: for 
who is able to judge this thy so great a people?” (v. 9). You, 
too, may be anxious. What am I to do? How will I do? How 
can I possibly tackle this new chapter in my life? This new 
career? This university program? What will happen in my 
future? 

Many voices in today’s culture and in your own heart 
will call you to follow them. Some will call loudly and 
persuasively. The advertising world will call, “You will be 
happy if you purchase this!” The entertainment world will 
cry out, “To be happy you must see this or do that!” The 
status-conscious world will teach, “You will be happy if you 
reach this position!” The materialist world will assert, “To 
be happy you must make this much money!” The fashion 
world will proclaim, “You will only be happy if you look 
like this!” With all these voices calling to you, how will 
you know which way is the best way to go? Some sincerely 
believe one thing and others believe another. How can you 
determine which is right? You too may pray for wisdom. 
Pray that God’s Word may always be a lamp unto your feet, 
a light unto your path (Ps. 119:105). When you pray for 
wisdom and search the Bible for direction, you will not go 
wrong. God was pleased with Solomon’s prayer and granted 
him wisdom that would exceed all who were before him or 
would come after him (vv. 10–12). 

Are you fearful? Look to Jesus. Do you remember Peter 
walking upon the water? As long as he looked to Jesus, 
he did well. But when he looked away and focused on the 
strength of the wind and thought about the size of the 
waves, he began to sink (Matt. 14:29–31). 

As you graduate from and close one chapter in your life 
and commence and open another, pray to God, search His 
Word, look to Jesus, and the Lord will grant you the wisdom 
and guidance you need, as He did Solomon. You do not need 
to live life alone or in your own wisdom and strength. Living 
life with God is rich, reassuring, and rewarding! You do not 
need to graduate alone. Graduate with God!

James Beeke is a member of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of Chilli-
wack, BC, and works as an international educational consultant.

MEDITATION  •  JAMES W. BEEKE

GRADUATE WITH GOD!
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EDITORIAL  |  DR. JOEL R. BEEKE

On My Shelf helps you get to know various writers through 
a behind-the-scenes glimpse into their lives as readers.

Ivan Mesa of The Gospel Coalition asked Joel Beeke 
about what’s on his nightstand, his favorite biographies, his 
favorite Puritan work, and more.

What’s on your nightstand right now? 
My nightstand is always overf lowing. The Reformation Heri-
tage KJV Study Bible is there, of course. My wife and I read 
it together every day—including the family worship sections 
at the end of each chapter.

Samuel Rutherford’s Letters has been there for more than 
20 years; Valley of Vision, a Puritan collection of poetry, has 
been there for 10 years. I read these books especially if I’m 
feeling a bit discouraged, as they are pick-me-uppers.

Then, presently, there’s Shawn Wright’s Theodore Beza, 
as well as an old copy of Beza’s own book on The Song of 
Solomon (only the first three chapters)—published in Eng-
lish in 1587, 18 years before he died.

There’s also an out-of-print manuscript by John Calvin 
on suffering, and a doctoral dissertation by Eric Rivera, 
‘From Blackfriars to Heaven’: The Puritan Practical Divinity 
of William Gouge.

Then there are about 10 manuscripts by contemporary 
writers I have to review in the next two weeks to determine 
whether Reformation Heritage Books should publish them.

Finally, my recently printed Debated Issues in Sovereign 
Predestination: Early Lutheran Predestination, Calvinian 
Reprobation, and Variations in Genevan Lapsarianism (Van-
denhoeck & Ruprecht) is there, as I’m doing another read, 
hoping not to find mistakes!

What are your favorite fiction books?
I love John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress and Holy War. My 
dad read Pilgrim’s Progress to us every Sunday evening after 
church for about 30 to 45 minutes for all 20 years I was at 
home. We would sit at his feet, drill him with questions, 
and he would often set the book down, and teach us from 
Bunyan about how the Holy Spirit works in the souls of sin-
ners like us—with the tears streaming down his face. When 
my parents had their 50th wedding anniversary, and all five 
of us children thanked each parent for one thing, all five of 
us chose to thank my dad for those amazing times around 
Pilgrim’s Progress.

I’m embarrassed to admit I’ve hardly read any fiction as 
an adult, however. I have 30,000+ non-fiction volumes in 
my library—most of which I still haven’t read—so in this 
short life, in which I still have so much I want to learn, 
I’m quite sure I’ll be sticking with non-fiction to the end. 
I know I’m strange, but honestly, fiction puts me to sleep, 
whereas Bible-based, historical-theological, God-glorifying 
non-fiction wakes me up. 

What biographies or autobiographies have most 
influenced you and why?
Charles Spurgeon’s The Early Years and The Full Harvest made 
me go to my dad at the age of 15 (when Spurgeon started to 
preach!) to tell him I thought I had to quit high school and 
start preaching. My dad wisely said, “God is a God of order, 
son—you had better finish your education first!”

Later in my teen years, Arnold Dallimore’s biography of 
George Whitefield (2 vols.) had a tremendous effect on me 
in fostering zeal for ministry and evangelism.

Then, too, nearly all of the biographical writing Iain 
Murray has done over the decades—especially his two- 
volume set on Martyn Lloyd-Jones—has inf luenced me to 
love the Lord more and to pray much that God would make 
me more useful and fruitful in and for His kingdom. 

Finally, George Marsden’s Jonathan Edwards: A Life 
gripped me like few books I’ve ever read. I think I read it 
in a week. It made me want to have a single eye for God’s 
glory in all that I think, say, and do.

What are some books you regularly re-read and why?
Though I read a lot, I don’t re-read much other than the 
Bible. I have literally hundreds of books in my “must read” 
piles, so it’s hard for me as a seminary president, pastor, 
and author to find time to do much re-reading. Excep-
tions would be Samuel Rutherford’s Letters and Spurgeon’s 
Chequebook of the Bank of Faith, because they stir up within 
me love to Christ.

What books have most profoundly shaped how you 
serve and lead others for the sake of the gospel?
Spurgeon’s Lectures to My Students has molded my ministry 
more than I can express. I read it often in the first few 
decades of my ministry, and I never cease to be amazed at 
its practical wisdom.

On My Shelf 
     LIFE AND BOOKS WITH JOEL BEEKE
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But I’d have to say that for an all-round book on min-
istry, Charles Bridges’s The Christian Ministry has most 
profoundly shaped how I strive to do ministry. His sections 
on experiential preaching, how to minister to various kinds 
of hearers, and how to kill one’s own abhorrent pride are 
superlative—but so is the entire book. Bridges is so biblical, 
doctrinal, experiential, and practical about how to handle 
all kinds of ministry, from preaching to counseling to liv-
ing, that for me—especially when I was in my 20s—it was 
a Godsend. More recently, studying and teaching a course 
on the leadership style of Jesus and of other biblical lead-
ers in the Bible (Joseph, Moses, Paul, and so on) has been 
most helpful. 

What’s one Puritan book you would recommend to 
every Christian and why?
Read Thomas Watson’s Heaven Taken by Storm as it teaches 
us practically how to use the Christian disciplines and how 
to live the Christian life with passion to God’s glory. Based 
on Matthew 11:12, Watson describes how the Christian is 
to take the kingdom of heaven by holy violence through the 
reading and exposition of Scripture, prayer, meditation, self-
examination, spiritual fellowship, and keeping the Lord’s 
Day. His explanation of how the believer is to battle against 
self, Satan, and the world is unmatchable, as is his counter-
ing all our objections against offering such violence. This 
little, overlooked treasure is vintage Puritan, experiential 
teaching at its best. 

What are you learning about life and following Jesus?
Three things have lately impressed me:

1. The more we live with Trinitarian intentionality—walk-
ing with simple faith in Jesus, trusting in His Father’s 
sovereign will, and depending on His Spirit—the 
more we will be conformed to Jesus’s image, which is 
the supreme purpose of life (Rom. 8:29). I yearn to be 
more like Him in His servant heart, loving heart, and  
humble heart.

2. The value of Christ’s intercession is growing on me. I’m 
convinced that this doctrine is the most underrated truth 
in the Christian faith. What a comfort to know that He 
ever lives to intercede for me as my efficacious Elder 
Brother from moment to moment (Heb. 7:25; cf. John 
17)! Anthony Burgess’s seventeenth-century volume of 
145 sermons on John 17 has helped me a great deal here. 
(Together with his Spiritual Refining, it has catapulted 
Burgess into first place as my favorite Puritan author!)

3. As I get older, I look forward much more to being with 
Jesus forever, which translates into more preaching 
about marriage with Him in heaven. Recently preach-
ing through the Book of Revelation, and then publishing 
my sermons on it, has greatly sweetened my longing to 
be gazing upon Immanuel’s face forever. 

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homi-
letics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. Reprinted with permission 
from “The Gospel Coalition” blog by Ivan Mesa. 



Daniel 5 chronicles the last few hours of the time allotted 
to Belshazzar. Its instruction regarding sin and its conse-
quences illustrates the folly of not learning the lessons taught 
by God in time. Although designated “the king of the Chal-
deans” (v. 30), Belshazzar was not a particularly significant 
figure from either the secular or the sacred perspective. 
For hundreds of centuries after his death, Daniel’s was the 
only known record that he even existed. Archaeology has 
unearthed a few references that explain his co-regency with 
Nabonidus, but even the secular records make plain his 
minor political status as a secondary figure who adminis-
tered the affairs of the city during the frequent absences of 
Nabonidus. He had position without ultimate power. Living 
in luxury, he probably had more time on his hands than he 
knew what to do with. Daniel 5, however, makes it gravely 
clear that he didn’t have as much time as he thought. But 
then, nobody does. 

The transition from the Babylonian kingdom to the 
Medo-Persian kingdom was an integral component in the 
big picture of God’s redemptive plan, revealing His king-
dom and leading to His Christ. This up-close-and-personal 
glimpse of the last moments of Belshazzar’s life reveals how 
minutely and complexly God has orchestrated the affairs of 
time to accomplish all of His purposes. If I can use a famil-
iar adage, God is well able “to kill two birds with one stone.” 
His execution of the big plan leading to Christ included the 
execution of Belshazzar. Just as God’s distribution of saving 
grace is always individually personal, so is the dispersing of 
His justice. If Nebuchadnezzar’s personal story gives hope to 
sinners (Dan. 4), Belshazzar’s issues a warning. Belshazzar’s 
is a story of condemnation.

A MOMENTARY PLEASURE
Belshazzar’s legacy is tragic. Although Daniel uses him on 
two occasions simply as a calendar to date visions (7:1 and 
8:1), the only information giving any insight into his char-
acter or contributions concerns a drunken celebration that 
ends in death. He planned a banquet and invited a thousand 
state officials along with his wives and concubines (vv. 1–4). 
Since official state affairs did not normally include women, 
their presence indicates that this was not a time for busi-
ness; it was party time. It wasn’t long before the wine started 
f lowing freely, and one thing began to lead to another. Soon 
the crowd was drunk, and we can only imagine the sensuous 

abandonment that occurred. From a worldly assessment, 
they were really having fun. 

As so often occurs in sinful abandonment, the sins of 
the f lesh express themselves in sacrilege against God. In his 
stupor, Belshazzar ordered his servants to bring in the holy 
vessels from the Temple in Jerusalem to be used as goblets 
for the continued prof ligacy of his drunken guests. Years 
earlier Nebuchadnezzar had transported these golden and 
silver vessels from Jerusalem to Babylon as part of his spoil 
of victory. Archiving these religious artifacts and displaying 
them as the evidence of Marduk’s superiority over the gods 
of conquered peoples were normal procedure. But profan-
ing them was not the norm. And particularly, the profaning 
of those items that had been consecrated to the one true 
and living God was a blasphemous and serious mistake. 
Belshazzar was so taken up by the thrill of the moment 
that he gave no thought to the eternal consequences of his 
temporal transgression. That is invariably one of the real 
dangers of sin. Sin serves the moment, but its pleasures are 
“only for a season” (Heb. 11:25). Belshazzar was having the 
time of his life.

A MONUMENTAL PRONOUNCEMENT
Unexpectedly, the God whom Belshazzar mocked contrib-
uted to the celebration. Out of nowhere, fingers appeared, 
writing a cryptic message on the wall (v. 5). Although he was 
drunk, and drunken people sometimes see things that aren’t 
really there, Belshazzar knew all too certainly that what he 
saw was real. He sobered up quickly (v. 6) and brought in his 
advisors to decipher the handwriting on the wall (v. 7). For 
whatever reason, none of the wise men was able to read the 
message, let alone tell what it meant (v. 8). When the queen 
heard about the quandary, she told Belshazzar about Daniel 
and recounted his extraordinary display of wisdom back in 
the days of Nebuchadnezzar (vv. 10–12). So Belshazzar sent 
for Daniel and offered him a significant reward for reading 
and interpreting the message, including promotion to the 
third rank in the kingdom (v. 16). That would place Daniel 
right after Belshazzar, who was second after Nabonidus. 
Daniel most likely had already read the message and was 
therefore quick to turn down the offer (v. 17). Being third in 
line that night was not a particularly attractive place to be.

He did agree, however, to read and interpret the mes-
sage to the distraught king, but not before preaching a little 
sermon. Daniel always insisted that the Lord’s word be 

A STORY OF CONDEMNATION
Daniel 5
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accompanied by application. He took as “the text” for this 
sermon God’s sovereign and gracious dealings with Nebu-
chadnezzar (vv. 18–21). He recounted how God at first had 
given the kingdom and glory to Nebuchadnezzar and how 
He humiliated the king in order to bring him to the personal 
knowledge of truth. Nebuchadnezzar had gotten the point, 
but Belshazzar did not, even though he knew the story  
(v. 22). In spite of what he knew, he lifted himself up against 
the Lord, refusing to glorify “the God in whose hand” his 
breath was (v. 23). Belshazzar failed to learn this vital lesson 
from history: His times were in God’s hand. 

Having directed Belshazzar’s attention to the absolute 
sovereignty of God, Daniel turned to the handwriting on the 
wall. Ironically, even the location of the writing may have 
served to boldface the message itself. We know from exca-
vations of various ancient palaces that the walls were often 
decorated with reliefs depicting the exploits and conquests of 
the regime. That the Lord wrote the message of doom over 
the record of triumph signed that those temporal achieve-
ments were nothing in comparison to the more weighty 
issues of eternity. God’s works always override man’s. 

The word of condemnation was brief but powerful: 
“MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” (5:25). I’ve often 
wondered why the wise men of Babylon could not read 
this when even my beginning Aramaic students have little 
trouble parsing and crudely translating the text: “Having 
been counted, having been counted, having been weighed, 
and having been divided.” That’s crude, but that’s essen-
tially what it says. After he read it, Daniel did not translate 
it, but he did give the grim interpretation (vv. 26–28). He 
interpreted the “MENE” to mean that God had numbered 
the days of Belshazzar’s reign, and the number was up. 
“TEKEL” meant that God had weighed the king, and he 
failed to balance the scales. “PERES” (the singular form of 
UPHARSIN) meant that the Medes and Persians would 
take the kingdom. It is interesting that “MENE” and 
“TEKEL” are both singular forms, whereas “UPHARSIN” 
is plural. I think the significance of this is that the first 
two are directed to Belshazzar personally, whereas the last 
refers to the empire corporately. Of course, once the per-
sonal words were fulfilled, what happened to the kingdom 
would be of no consequence to the king, but the phrasing 
emphasizes how all at once God addressed both the big and 
the little pictures of His purpose. The big picture would 
continue according to plan; there was still the fullness of 
time to come. But unhappily, in regard to Belshazzar’s little 
place in the picture, time was about to end. 

AN IMMEDIATE PUNISHMENT
No time was wasted in fulfilling the wall’s portent. Verse 
30 ominously says it all: “In that night was Belshazzar the 

king of the Chaldeans slain.” There is not a word here that 
is difficult to understand, and I can add nothing to it. 

A night that started with a king’s party ended with the 
king’s departure from this world. I don’t know how old 
Belshazzar was when he was slain, but I’m almost certain 
that when that night began, he had no idea it would be his 
last. He no doubt thought he had plenty of time left, if he 
thought about it at all. That is the way natural men tend to 
think. The psalmist described the thinking of the wicked 
like this: “Their inward thought is, that their houses shall 
continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all genera-
tions” (Ps. 49:11). Death is always something that happens 
to others, and somehow people can easily convince them-
selves that they will be the grand exception to what they 
see happening to others. But the Bible is explicit that it is a 
human thing to die (Heb. 9:27). Only God knows the date, 
time, and place of that appointment, but notwithstanding 
our ignorance of those details, it will be an appointment 
that we will not miss. 

If Belshazzar’s last night on earth teaches us anything, it 
is that we must take advantage of the time we have to make 
sure that we are right with God. Since we do not know the 
eternally scheduled time of our deaths, it is imperative that 
we be ready for it whenever it comes. What we do in time 
regarding our relationship with God fixes our place in eter-
nity. The words to a poem whose author is now anonymous 
convey a most pointed message:

Life at best is very brief, 
Like the falling of a leaf,
Like the binding of a sheaf: Be in time.

Fleeting days are telling fast
That the die will soon be cast, 
And the fatal line be passed: Be in time.

The kind of direct, divine superintendence evidenced in 
the story of Belshazzar remains true. His story stands as a 
sobering warning of the Lord’s norm in dealing with sin-
ners who live oblivious to His law. Ecclesiastes 9:1 declares 
“that the righteous and wise…are in the hand of God.” 
That ought to be a comfort to every believer. But it is also 
true for the wicked. What is a source of comfort to saints 
should be a source of concern for sinners to repent before it 
is too late. But so long as there is time, there is hope even 
for sinners: “For to him that is joined to all the living there 
is hope” (Eccl. 9:4). Sinners, regardless of age, occupation, 
or circumstance, should heed the warning of the handwrit-
ing on the wall. 

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and an 
ordained minister in the Heritage Reformed denomination.



Studies in John (18)
NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY | DR. GERALD BILKES READ: JOHN 18

As we move from chapter 17 to chapter 18, the scene shifts 
dramatically. We leave the glorious, intimate communion 
of Christ with His Father and come upon the stark, adver-
sarial, and cruel treatment of Christ by His enemies, and 
denial by the likes of Peter. It is perhaps hard to carry over 
the significance that the beautiful discourses (14–16) and 
prayer (17) bring to the account of chapters 18 and 19. Yet, 
this should be done. Chapter 18 is less about Pilate, Annas, 
Caiaphas, and Peter, and more about Christ, His Father, 
the world, and Christ’s people. The wickedness of people 
is simply the dark backdrop against which Christ reveals 
His glory and love, His grace in saving people from their 
sins. All the while, He shows Himself especially as the 
Truth, who is bringing about a kingdom of truth. He had 
said earlier that if the truth were to set us free, we would 
be free indeed (John 8:32). Here, He who is the Truth will 
be bound that sinners might be freed. And, like Peter, who 
denies Christ at the same time as Christ tells the truth, we 
need this King of truth very much. We still have so much 
deceit and fear inside of us, binding us. How we need this 
Truth to set us free completely! 

CHRIST’S WITNESS IN THE GARDEN 
Christ left the city of Jerusalem with His disciples and 
passed over the brook Kidron into the garden of Geth-
semane (v. 1). Judas knew the place because Jesus had often 
resorted there (v. 2), and he arrived with a military band at 
the behest of the priest, with lanterns, torches, and weapons. 

They came with weapons, as if Jesus had to be and could 
be arrested with military force. It’s strange that they knew 
Him so little. If they had known Him, they would also have 
known that He had His life in His own hand. He had power 
to lay it down and power to take it up again (John 10:18). 
He had escaped plots, stones, and other attempts to arrest 
Him (see e.g., John 8:59). John focuses us on Christ as the 
Son of God here. 

First, Christ’s identity is majestic. Calm and serene, Christ 
shone the light of His glory brightly against the dark back-
drop of a dark night. The soldiers tried to light the night 
sky with their torches, but Christ’s words are powerfully 
bright. John writes so splendidly: “Jesus, therefore, knowing 
all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said 
unto them, Whom seek ye?” (v. 4). Jesus neither faltered 
nor folded under all that awaited Him. And thus He simply 

reveals Himself gloriously with two “I am he” statements  
(vv. 7–8), reminding us of the divine name “I am that I am” 
(Ex. 3:14). No wonder the bands of soldiers fell backward at 
this glorious self-revelation. His identity shone through as 
more powerful than all the weapons they use against Him. 
Just the words of His mouth could bring these soldiers to 
the ground. That was the power of Christ.

Secondly, Christ willingly accepted the cup of suffering. In 
the face of this band of soldiers that want to capture Christ, 
Peter wished to use the sword. The impression we get is 
that Peter went all out in a mad dash to defend his Master. 
However, violence was not the way forward (v. 11). Christ 
saw behind the band of soldiers to His Father, and realized 
that there is a cup of suffering that He will drink. He did 
not fight against the soldiers, but willingly endured this suf-
fering. By His willing submission to the soldiers, Christ is 
even teaching Peter and all of us in these moments. Christ 
saw behind all the efforts of Satan and the wickedness of 
man the hands of His Father, and, mindful of the purpose 
He came for, He went forward calmly and confidently. 

Thirdly, Christ gave His hands over to be bound. It’s a short 
sentence, but it contains a lot: and they “bound him” (v. 12). 
Christ let Himself be bound so that His people could go free 
(v. 12; v. 24). “If therefore ye seek me, let these go their way,” 
(v. 8) He says. He stood in the place of His people so they 
could go (vv. 8–9). He shielded them, represented them, and 
would die for them. 

PETER’S WITNESS AROUND THE FIRE
Not only was Christ put on trial, Peter was as well. At 
the very same moment that Christ was being interrogated 
by the priests, Peter was asked whether he was one of the 
disciples (v. 17). His answer twice is negative. “I am not,” 
he answers (vv. 17, 27). This is remarkable, considering that 
just a moment ago, when His Savior was still close by, he 
was willing to die for Him (13:37). Now, with the Savior 
bound, Peter feared. 

This denial by Peter is word for word the exact opposite 
of what Christ had said: “I am he” (vv. 5, 8). Moreover, the 
contrast with Christ is even more explicit, for in the garden 
Christ had identified Himself twice clearly, whereas John 
records that Peter denies his identity also twice (vv. 17, 27). 
We could call it a “fiery trial,” which is the name Peter later 

King of Truth
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gives to the temptation the early Christians endured in Asia 
Minor (1 Peter 1:7). No doubt many early Christians were 
being asked to deny their faith as well. They were being 
forced to say that they were not Christ’s disciples but that 
the Roman emperor, Caesar, was Lord. Peter could under-
stand this trial from the inside out. He could understand 
what it was to give way to this temptation and sin by deny-
ing His Lord. 

Our only hope needs to be in Christ’s “I am he.” Our 
own confessions are often dim or even dark. It’s amazing 
that Christ bears with our failings and even our denials of 
Him. The reason Christ holds on to His people is that His 
love had its beginning in Himself, not in them. 

CHRIST’S WITNESS BEFORE PILATE
The third scene of our text is before Pilate, the Roman 
governor. The leaders had sent Jesus on to Pilate, but for 
fear of defiling themselves, they didn’t enter into his court 
themselves (v. 28). This is ironic, of course, because they 
thought nothing of rejecting Him, whom God has sent. 
They didn’t realize that they are not just defiling their bod-
ies, but their hearts and souls by rejecting the Savior. The 
religious leaders want Pilate to judge Jesus, because they 
don’t have the wherewithal to put Christ to death. However, 
Christ Himself has predicted the death He would die—the 
death of the Roman cross—and thus He was tried and will 
be judged by Pilate (v. 32). Again we see how God’s plan is 
leading, not that of the Jewish leaders. 

Pilate asked Jesus whether He is a King. Christ used this 
question as an opportunity to declare that His kingdom was 
not of this world (v. 36). If Christ’s kingdom were of this 
world, then it would have been different. If Christ would 
have been just an earthly king, this injustice would not hap-
pen, for He would show His mighty power by force. 

Christ declared His purpose was to bear witness to the 
truth (see Ps. 96:13). Christ used magnificent words that 
showed His great delight in the purpose God gave Him: 
“To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Everyone 
that is of the truth heareth my voice” (v. 37). 

Notice how Christ appeared so clearly full of grace and 
truth, having come forth that the Father might be glori-
fied in the revelation of the truth of Christ. His truth is 
that man is fallen from God; it proclaims the truth that 
God has come seeking and redeeming His image-bearer. It 
climactically announces the truth that God is out to glorify 
Himself before the tribunal of the world, religion, and His 
people. The garden on the other side of Kidron, the halls of 
the priests, and the judgment room of Pilate are all so many 

scenes in which Christ can reveal His glory as the King of 
Truth, namely, the Lamb, which takes away the sin of the 
world. Will we hear His voice (v. 37)? If we do, we are of 
the truth; we will be set free and live in His Kingdom where 
weapons and soldiers cannot harm us.

Pilate puts to the crowd the option of releasing Christ 
or Barabbas. Barabbas was a violent criminal (v. 40), much 
like the portrait Christ had given a few chapters back: “The 
thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: 
I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). What a difference 
here between a Savior and a murderer. But the people chose 
a destroyer over the Life-giver! They bound the truth but 
let the brigand free. Isn’t that typical for men, to willingly 
choose to shut out the truth and follow lies? To choose evil 
over goodness? But under it all and through it all, mysteri-
ously and gloriously, the Truth, which is Christ, was binding 
the lie. As the Passover Lamb, He would free untold num-
bers of captives, even murderers. In His kingdom, God’s 
truth will reign with power that, like we saw earlier, can 
bring soldiers to the ground. In this world, the way to glory is 
the cross—both for Christ, and for those His people in Him. 

QUESTIONS:
1. In what way does Christ show His superiority and 

majesty in this chapter? Does Christ appear more 
active or passive in this chapter? 

2. What are the differences between the kingdom of 
Christ and that of the world? 

3. How does the suffering of God’s people on earth 
glorify God? How should we learn from Peter if we 
are ever on trial for Jesus’s name? 

4. How does God give truth in our hearts? How do 
we follow Him (v. 37)? 

5. Compare and contrast this judgment before a tem-
poral judge in this chapter and the judgment of the 
eternal Judge. What should we learn from this com-
parison about living in this world in light of the next?

6. Can you name promises given to us when we suffer 
for Christ’s name? Does that comfort you? 

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free 
Reformed churches of North America.
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When you drop a ball, what makes it fall to the ground? 
What holds the earth in its orbit around the sun? If your 
only answer to these questions is “gravity,” you gave the same 
answer that an atheist or evolutionist would give. This is 
the answer a student in secular, public education is trained 
to answer. The simple answer of gravity, however, misses 
the miracle and reality of gravity. Let me illustrate. If you 
would tie a weight on the end of a long rope and then hold 
tightly to the opposite end of the rope and begin to swing 
the weight faster and faster in a large circle around you, 
you know that the heavier the weight and the faster you 
swing it, the stronger rope you will need to hold the weight. 
Imagine being able to swing your entire house in a large 
circle attached by a cable. The faster the house travels, the 
thicker cable you would need to hold the house in its orbit, 
so that it does not snap the cable and f ly off. Think now of 
the mass of the entire earth speeding at a rate of 30 km or 
18 miles per second (67,000 miles or 108,000 km per hour) 
in its orbit around the sun. How thick of a steel cable would 
be needed to hold the earth in its orbit? It is estimated that 
we would require a cable approximately the thickness of the 
earth’s diameter, i.e. about 8,000 miles or 13,000 km thick! 
Yet spacecraft f ly in space, and no cable, or rope, or even 
string is there. Nothing! What is this gravity that has no 
physical presence and yet has the strength of an 8,000-mile 
thick cable holding the earth in its orbit every second, hour, 
day, and year? God’s Word informs us. It is Jesus, who cre-
ated everything in the entire universe and is “upholding all 
things by the word of His power…” (Heb. 1:2–3).

Can you grasp from this example that Christian edu-
cation connects God’s Word with His works? It connects 
gravity with Hebrews 1. It honors God. It teaches the truth 
of God’s Word and it sees His hand and hears His voice in 
God’s marvellous works of creation (Ps. 19:1–3). 

In Christian education, both words are important. Educa-
tion that is secular (without God) and Christian (with God) 
both study gravity as a force in the universe. Both aim for 
high-quality science education. But secular education misses 
the miracle and the God-connection. It attempts to distance 
God from His handiwork or to push Him out of the universe 
that He created, and it defines gravity as “a natural phenom-
enon by which all things with mass are brought toward one 
another, including planets, stars and galaxies.” The results 
are diametrically opposed. Secular education produces prac-
tical atheists who see, understand, and communicate about 
creation without God (Rom. 1:18–21). Christian education 

strives for God’s glory; it aims to praise the Lord for His 
glorious work in creating and upholding the entire universe 
and all in it (Ps. 19:1, 97:6; Acts 14:17; Rom. 1:20).

Christian education aims to educate its students in a way that:

1. Promotes God’s glory – This is the chief purpose of our 
existence (Matt. 22:37–38; Rom. 15:6; 1 Cor. 6:20; Ps. 
29:2, 34:3, 57:5).

2. Teaches God ’s truth – From God’s written Word, the 
Bible, which reveals His Living Word, Jesus Christ, and 
connects these truths with His works in creation and 
providence (Matt. 1:21; Acts 4:10–12; Heb. 1:1–3; John 
3:17; Ps. 19:1–4; Rom. 1:19–20).

3. Strives for the well-being of the entire personhood of its stu-
dents – Students’ spiritual, emotional, mental, and physi-
cal development and health (Mark 12:30; Gen. 2:7; Prov. 
1:1–7; Rom. 15:6; 1 Cor. 6:20).

4. Aims for the well-being of the community – The student 
is created to live in community, to love and care for 
others, and to deny himself or herself for the good of 
others (Matt. 22:39–40, 5:15–16; Eph. 4:3; 1 Cor. 1:10;  
1 Peter 3:8).

It is fitting to note here that Scripture frequently uses the 
term “fathers” for those instructing children. Christian 
teachers include “fathers” in the Christian church, “fathers” 
in the Christian home, and “fathers” in the Christian school. 
Christian education of children is strongest when it includes 
this all-encompassing three-fold cord, for a house divided 
against itself will not stand (Mark 3:25). Children need 
all three Christian teaching “fathers” so they can receive 
Christian education their entire day (Deut. 6:7, 11:18–21; Ps. 
78:1–7). While there is repetition and reinforcement from 
all three (a principle of effective education), the main focus 
of the church is to preach the gospel and teach the doctrines 
(truths) of Scripture. The primary focus of the school is to 
connect God’s Word (and its doctrines/truths) with God’s 
works in all subject areas, such as science, history, or lan-
guage. The key responsibility of the home is to show how 
life is to be lived in light of God’s Word and works. While 
teachers called by God (“fathers”) are important in all three 
spheres, it is in the home where children most deeply expe-
rience how these elements are all pulled together and life is 
really lived. 

What Is Christian Education?
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Christian teachers or “fathers” in Christian churches, 
schools, and homes need to hold to the following five bibli-
cal, Christian perspectives:

1. Christian teachers view their children/students in a biblical 
way – To teach our children in a Christian manner, we need 
to view our students as:

  • Specially created and placed by God – Only mankind was 
created by a special announcement of the Trinity (Gen. 
1:26); by a personal and immediate act of God (Gen. 
1:26-27); in the image of God (Gen. 1:27); with a soul 
destined for eternity (Gen. 2:7); and to be placed in 
dominion over the rest of earthly creation (Gen. 1:28).

  • Specially formed as God’s image-bearer – Mankind was 
created to ref lect traits of God, to resemble Him in 
certain ways—in our rationality, use of language, and 
immortality, by being given a conscience and soul. But 
in its essence, the image included a right knowledge, 
holiness, and righteousness (Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24).

  • Fallen sinners by man’s decision and merits – Mankind fell 
by choosing sin and is in a state of total depravity by 
nature (Gen. 6:5; Ps. 53:3; Isa. 53:6, 64:6; Rom. 3:23, 
5:12; Gal. 3:22).

  • Renewable sinners by God ’s grace and Jesus’s merits –  
Sinners may be saved by repenting from sin and believ-
ing on Jesus Christ. God is able to save, even to the 

uttermost (Isa. 55:7; John 3:14–15; Acts 2:38; Rom. 
1:16; Heb. 7:25).

2. Christian teachers must teach their children/students in a 
Christian way – How did Jesus, the Teacher of all teach-
ers, teach? He taught using the following teaching/learning 
strategies: 

  • Asking questions – Many times Jesus taught by asking 
questions. “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath day?” 
“Whom do men say that I, the son of man, am?” “The 
baptism of John, whence was it? From heaven or of 
man?” 

  • Lecturing (and preaching) – Jesus preached and lec-
tured everywhere: outside, inside, in cities, in fields, 
on mountains, by lakes, in synagogues, in homes; in 
short, wherever there was opportunity. 

  • Story-telling (using examples) – Forty parables of Jesus 
are recorded in Scripture, a number of fullness in the 
Bible. 

  • Discussion – Consider Jesus’s instructive discussions 
with Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, the rich young 
ruler, and His disciples. 

  • Learning-by-doing – Do you think any of Jesus’s dis-
ciples ever forgot the lesson He taught them when he 
washed their feet, or when He touched the untouch-
ables (the leprous, diseased, and dead)? What did they 
learn when He asked them to throw the net on the 
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opposite side of the ship, distribute the broken bread, 
and cast out demons? 

  • Reporting – Remember when Jesus sent out the sev-
enty to preach? After they returned, He asked them to 
report on their experiences.

  • Concrete-to-abstract reasoning – Think of the physical 
objects Jesus used in His teaching to illustrate spiritual 
truths, such as a fig tree, a Roman coin, birds, f lowers, 
sheep, and many more.

  • Individualization – One blind person Jesus healed by 
speaking only, another in steps (He saw people as trees 
walking), and a third person with clay on his eyes, 
which he could feel. 

We know that children learn differently. Each child is a 
unique creation of God. Experienced teachers know that one 
child can read something and understand it, while another 
child can read and re-read something many times and still 
not understand it. But provide that student with a clear 
oral explanation, and she understands it immediately. A 
third child does not understand well from reading or listen-
ing, but show a visual example, sketch, or picture, and he 
understands instantly. Another child learns best from put-
ting a concept into her own words or by discussing a matter 
with others. A strong Christian educational program does 
not limit itself to one teaching and learning method, but 
reinforces learning through a wide variety of instructional 
methodologies and student learning experiences. 

3. Christian teachers are to discipline their children/students in a 
biblical way – We need to first understand and then teach a 
biblical basis of authority and discipline. God is the ultimate 
King over all, who holds ultimate and absolute authority. He 
has revealed His will in the Bible. What He declares to be 
right and just is so, and what He states is wrong and sinful is 
so, regardless of what you or someone else thinks or feels. To 
regulate human life, God has delegated authority to parents 
in the home, elders in the church, officials in civil govern-
ment, and leaders in all institutions, e.g., the principal in a 
school or teacher in a classroom. Those serving in delegated 
spheres of authority may not rule as they see fit, but are 
responsible to God to govern in a manner that is true to the 
ultimate King’s law-word, the Bible.

Christian teachers are to exercise biblical preventive and 
corrective discipline. Preventive discipline involves effective 
teaching of God’s law and giving instructions in ways that 
seek to prevent or reduce children’s disobedience and teens’ 
sinful behavior (Deut. 11:19–20; Ps. 34:11, 78:4–7; Isa. 28:9–
10). Corrective discipline involves punishing children for their 
sinful acts of disobedience and rebellion (Prov. 13:21, 19:18, 
22:15–16, 29:15). When administering corrective discipline, 
Christian teachers or “fathers” must always do so:

  • Motivated by loving concern (not self-justification)
  • Aiming for the conscience (not just a payment price)
  • Doing so with reason (not on an impulse)
  • Seeking correction/repentance (not retaliation)

“Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture (preventive instructional discipline) 
and admonition (corrective discipline) of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

4. Christian teachers are to influence their children/students in a 
Christian way – The following adage contains a great deal of 
truth: “Children learn something from what they hear; more 
from what they see; but most from who you are.” We all 
know the truth of this; we have all experienced the impact 
on our lives from the example of a parent, school teacher, 
and/or a pastor. 

The seven articles of clothing worn by the Old Testament 
high priest point to the great High Priest, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. On the hem of the high priest’s garment of blue were 
sewn pomegranates and golden bells in an alternating man-
ner. The pomegranates were of three colors and they would 
be seen waving with every step the high priest took. The bells 
would be heard ringing, as well, with each step he made. The 
two were in perfect balance. As Christian’s, by God’s grace, 
we are to grow more Christ-like. Let us strive that more and 
more the sound of our talk is beautifully balanced with the 
fruitfulness seen in our walk, in every step we take. What a 
powerful example this would make! The impact of a godly 
example on the lives of children can be very significant. A 
Christian teacher is granted a great opportunity, but also a 
great responsibility. Let us teach by example.

5. Christian teachers are to pray for their children/students in 
a biblical manner – When approaching the closing of this 
article, you likely are feeling overwhelmed and thinking, 
Who can do all this in a Christian way? How can I, one 
with so many sins and shortcomings, be a Christian teacher 
in my home, church, or school? Maybe you cry out with 
Paul, “Who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:16). 
I encourage you to go to God with your needs. He knows 
that we need His grace. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). Pray for grace 
to be a Christian teacher for your children or students. But 
also pray for them. God encourages you to do so with His 
own promises, “Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). 
“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after 
many days” (Eccl. 11:1). 

James Beeke is a member of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of Chilliwack, 
BC, and works as an international educational consultant.



“Why? What does it do? How does it work?” These are 
the kind of questions asked by children as they strive to 
build meaningful connections with their world. But this 
search for purpose and meaning is not limited to inquisi-
tive youngsters. Fitting the larger picture of God’s purpose 
for man’s existence should be the purpose of every educa-
tional institution and community. 

What should education set out to accomplish? What 
should an educator seek to achieve? By what criteria should 
educational institutions be evaluated? Biblical answers to 
these questions formulate a clear purpose for Christian 
education. Jesus proclaims, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great commandment” (Matt. 
22:37). This verse establishes a clear, all-encompassing pur-
pose to Christian education: to help students gladly obey 
the Lord Jesus Christ. All truth is God’s truth. We study 
His truth as revealed to us in Scripture; and we study and 
enjoy His truth as expressed in the created order, through 
various course disciplines. We study to learn and to enjoy 
learning, but also to know how to gladly respond in obedi-
ence to Christ. 

Christian education has a deep, abiding, eternal pur-
pose; God is the essential core. Christian education must 
purpose to glorify Him and to teach students to love Him. 
It must purpose to integrate biblical truth into its academ-
ics and policies, and it must purpose to nurture students 
to love their neighbors, living a life of service to God and 
others.

1. GLORIFY GOD
To understand the ultimate purpose of education, we must 
first understand the purpose of man. The first question 
of the Westminster Shorter Catechism asks, “What is 
the chief end of man?” And the answer: “Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.” It therefore 
follows that if man’s purpose is to glorify and enjoy God, 
education must serve that purpose. Its purpose is not pri-
marily to meet man’s needs or develop his potential, but 
preeminently to work toward the greater glory of God. The 
student’s joy and ultimate fulfillment in life is to be found 
in loving communion with his Creator. John Calvin neatly 
summarized this by saying, “The glory of God is the final 
aim in man’s life, and this is also the final aim in man’s 
education.” Colossians 3:17 tells us, “Whatsoever ye do 

in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 1 
Corinthians 10:31b says, “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” Clearly, Christian education is included in 
the “whatsoever” referred to here.

2. TEACH LOVE FOR CHRIST
God has revealed Himself to us in His Son, Jesus Christ, 
the visible expression of our invisible God. Jesus pro-
foundly claims that He is the way, the truth, and the life. 
All educational efforts fall short if they fail to acquaint 
students with Him, His teachings, and His loveliness.

Nurturing children in the way of the Lord is the 
shared responsibility of the church, home, school, and 
entire Christian community. As indispensable partners, 
each uniquely contributes to the nurturing process, always 
pointing to Christ. 

The first American college, Harvard, established this 
standard: “Let every student be plainly instructed, and 
earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end of his 
life and studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ which is 
eternal life (John 17:3) and therefore to lay Christ in the 
bottom, as the only foundation of all sound knowledge 
and learning. And seeing the Lord only giveth wisdom, let 
everyone seriously set himself by prayer in secret to seek it 
of him (Proverbs 2:3).”

John Calvin similarly wrote, “The true aim of educa-
tion is to lead the child to the Christian life.” The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and necessary to glo-
rify Him, for without faith it is impossible to please Him. 
Students need to come to a saving faith in Christ before 
they can truly think and act biblically. Our relationship 
with God demands that we travel the road which leads 
from the beginning of wisdom to its fullness in Christ. 
Christian education must teach students to fear God and 
love Christ to the end that they think and act biblically in 
all areas of life. It must be Christ-centered, teaching love 
for the Savior.

3. INTEGRATE BIBLICAL TRUTH
Christian education is learning rooted in revelation. Paul, 
addressing the church at Colossae, desired that they “would 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding; that ye might walk worthy of the 
Lord, unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col. 1:9–10).
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Each aspect of Christian education must find its start-
ing point in Scripture. The Bible reveals the basic truths 
God wants us to know. The challenge in education is to 
probe every sphere of learning for which the student has 
capacity and time, while applying the truths of Scripture 
to those spheres. This requires a fundamental, uncondi-
tional acceptance of God’s unchanging revealed truth, the 
rock-solid foundation our generation desperately needs in a 
world of shifting ideals and worldviews. The challenge is 
to firmly learn God’s revealed absolutes and then to probe 
through the things to be learned. Without absolutes and 
a framework based in the reality of Scripture, intellectual 
disaster is inevitable.“And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:2). 

Christian education teaches children to grow in their 
knowledge of Scripture and so to understand God’s per-
spective—to think His thoughts after Him, learning the 
mind of Christ. As such, they will be equipped to reason 
in terms of biblical truth as they develop a mature, con-
sistent, biblical worldview. Christian education fails to 
meet its purpose if it does not prioritize the necessity of 
an examined, thoughtful Christian faith and worldview. 
When students surrender themselves to the Lord, and use 
their knowledge in harmony with His will, the meaning 
of Psalm 111:10 becomes clear: “The fear of the LORD 
is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have 
all they that do his commandments.” Christian education 
challenges the hearts and minds of our students to be 
conformed to the truth of God’s Word. 

4. NURTURE LOVE AND A LIFE OF SERVICE 
Do our students seek to love and obey God first of all, 
and then show love and concern for their neighbor? Do 
they have a heart of service for others? The purpose of 
Christian education must go deeper than outward confor-
mity and graduating moral young people. It must target 

the attitudes of the heart. Establishing rules to facili-
tate learning and to control behavior in a structured, safe 
environment is important, but when reviewing the effec-
tiveness of our education, we must examine its motivations, 
heart desires, and attitudes. Attaining knowledge for the 
sake of having knowledge leads to intellectual arrogance 
and self-glorification. True knowledge is used practically 
and advances the kingdom of God for His glory. Students 
who learn to walk in the truth and by faith, manifest the 
fruit of the Spirit in good works. 

To love and serve God is an empty lie if there is no 
heart to serve others in both word and deed. Each student 
has received talents, opportunities, and blessings from his 
Maker. Christian education not only develops students’ 
potentials, it helps them find their place, meaning, pur-
pose, and responsibilities Coram Deo. Christian education 
must prayerfully and faithfully strive to challenge students 
towards allowing God to mold their hearts in submission 
to Him, so that they would have hearts of service and love 
for their neighbor. 

In conclusion, the purpose and value of Christian edu-
cation comes to focus in the Lord Jesus Christ “…who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). Our desire 
in education is “That their hearts might be comforted, 
being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” 
(Col. 2:2–3). In their pursuit of true wisdom, Christian 
schools have reason to be confident as they labor in an 
environment held in God’s care. Psalm 100:5 assures us 
that “the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his 
truth endureth to all generations.” 

William VanBrugge is the principal of Oxford Reformed Christian School 
and a member of the Burgessville, Ontario HRC.
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If you received Christian education at any point in your 
life, regardless of the duration, have you ever stopped to 
contemplate both the blessing and responsibility of this? 
Being able to receive sound instruction, based upon God’s 
own Word, is not something everyone in this world receives. 
Through the ages, God has ensured by His Holy Spirit 
that Christian teaching has always been available, and with 
the spreading of the gospel, Christian education continues 
to grow. With the zeal and hard work of many who saw 
Christian education as an extension of instruction at home 
and church, many places in this world now have Christian 
schools. Thank God if you had the opportunity to receive a 
Christian education in your area. 

I was born into a Christian family, a child of loving 
parents who instilled me with Christian values and wanted 
their expectations for me to be further guided by the princi-
ples of a Christian education. In addition, my parents, being 
teachers themselves, understood and valued the importance 
of receiving Bible-based instruction in a Christian environ-
ment, and hence chose to enroll me in a Christian school. 
Thoughts, ideas, and principles of Christian education 
therefore not only came to me at school but also resonated 
at home with my family. 

I love learning new things and interacting with people 
in a professional environment. I have always loved school 
because of this. Besides spending quality class and social 
time with peers and friends, I also really enjoyed getting to 
know my teachers. I especially appreciated those teachers 
whom I felt I could rely on, approach after hearing a great 
story, and ask for more insight or extra help or advice on 
certain matters. Also, seeing my parents spend time at home, 
putting together lesson material and working out content and 
details for Bible stories, helped me understand how much 
time and effort goes into preparing for good instruction.

As a younger child, I believe I didn’t give much thought 
as to why stories and lessons were taught from a Christian 
perspective. I simply listened and learned and went about 
my way at school. The Bible stories I heard, and the Bible 
verses, psalms, and psalters I learned, however, have stayed 
with me over time. Having been committed to memory at 
an early age, they continue to serve their purpose of instruc-
tion today. Sometimes, when I hear the tune and think of 
the words of a psalm or psalter, or read a specific verse from 
Scripture, I even remember what grade I was in when I 
learned that. Moments like those are precious.

As I got older I began to see and understand that my 
education had something blessedly wholesome and satisfy-
ing about it. It must have been a time in my life when I really 

started appreciating what I was hearing and learning, giving 
me this sense of security and growing awareness that there 
was something right and true about all of it. 

I did not attend a Christian university and understood 
from the start that it meant being part of a different envi-
ronment, due to its secular foundation. My college years 
were amazing, and I believe it was largely due to being 
in some sort of compare-and-contrast mode during that 
time. Seeing where I came from, I was able to compare and 
contrast it to the new education environment I was in, with 
thoughts and opinions differing from my own, but with 
an opportunity to learn from my new surroundings even 
though challenges were part of the process. 

It’s easy being a Christian student in a Christian school, 
because you aren’t really forced to think about why you 
believe what you’ve been taught. But being a Christian stu-
dent in a secular university begs the question, What am 
I going to do with what I’ve been taught all these years? 
Opposing worldviews to that of my own Christian world-
view helped me understand how valuable and what a great 
blessing my previous Christian education was. I also came 
to understand how much other people really miss who have 
not been brought up with Christian values and morals. 

Seeing what awesome responsibilities and tasks one has 
as a teacher, judging from what I knew by looking at my par-
ents and other teachers, my desire to become a teacher grew 
during my college years. I was, and still am, fascinated with 
and excited about the prospect of working with students 
and getting to know new people every year. Developing 
relationships, discipling others, fostering awe, respect, and 
love for God and His world in the lives of young people are 
among the reasons why Christian education is so important 
and dear to me.

For us as Christians, knowing what is right and true car-
ries with it a responsibility. On the one hand, God requires 
that we would live according to His teachings and walk 
therein, as He told Abraham (Gen. 17:1–3). On the other 
hand, we are to be a light, shining in a dark place, and show 
our faith in word and deed in respect to those around us 
(James 2:22–23). By grace, Christian education is a beautiful 
way in which that is accomplished. 

Paul writes to Timothy this exhortation, “Hold fast the 
form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 1:6). Knowing 
that Christian education is a gift of God, we can respond 
with “faith and love” to that which we have learned, resting 
assured that what we learned is right and wholesome and 
based on the principle of reciprocating love between God 

Appreciating Christian Education
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and us. Our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him 
forever (see the Westminster Shorter Catechism). Our God 
wants the best for us, and I believe that the education I 
received is part of that, helping me go through life and see-
ing things in the light of what I learned based on the Word 
of God. Moreover, Christian education also equips us and 
comes with a responsibility to reach out and share our learn-
ing with those around us. 

I’ve been teaching for nearly fourteen years now, with 
many experiences to share, and it has been interesting to 
look back at how student audiences have received Christian 
education differently. Let me explain. For seven years, I 
taught at a Christian school of mainly middle-class children 
of Dutch descent. Following this, my family and I spent 
two years in the Dominican Republic where I taught at a 
Christian school attended by children from very wealthy and 
politically involved families. During this time, I also taught 
casually from time to time at several Haitian communities 
where the very poor attended classes. Each experience was 
unique, especially when it comes to how students received, 
saw the need for, and appreciated being taught from a Chris-
tian perspective.

As I said earlier, when you’re brought up in a Christian 
home, attend a Christian church, and go to a Christian 
school, it’s easy to take all of this for granted and simply 
go through the motions without perhaps giving it much 
thought and seeing how great those blessings truly are. Jesus 
said that “to whom men have committed much, of him they 
will ask the more” (Luke 12:48b). Christian education has 
committed much to me, and therefore God also asks much 
from me. I am not to sit down comfortably and keep my 
God-given knowledge to myself. Neither am I to share it 
only with those of my own sort either. Christian education 
is a springboard to reach out to the world around us. If you 

or your children have received a Christian education, make 
sure you use this springboard.

In my experience teaching children from aff luent 
Dominican families, I felt that whatever Christian educa-
tion had taught me served as a tool to help those children 
differentiate between what appeared to them as impor-
tant and what actually really matters in life. There was 
a huge entitlement-culture present among those students, 
and Christian instruction served as a means to help them 
understand there was much more to life than wealth and 
prestige. It was tough trying to break through the older 
students’ disinterest in learning what a good biblical work 
ethic is all about, what it means to be honest and being held 
accountable, and what true godly love is all about (1 Cor. 
13). Christian education is about the whole person, body, 
mind, and soul. 

Teaching among the Haitians was quite different again. 
Not only was there always a need to try to supply them with 
something for their bodies, such as a personal hygiene kit or 
food, but also their hunger for knowledge and instruction. 
I would read to a large group of children from the Bible, 
while other family members would stand around, equally 
desirous to hear, and seldom have I seen such appreciation 
and delight in hearing the Bible being read. When I would 
teach them simple songs and basic music theory, they would 
be enthusiastically involved. It was beautiful to see a reward 
upon my instruction and a reassurance that serving others is 
part of God’s will for our lives. 

Jesus bids us to be free, and the liberty that is to be found 
in His Word is also part of the foundation of Christian edu-
cation. I am thankful for the Christian education I received 
and how it has equipped me to serve those around me.

Anthony Koster is a teacher at Abbotsford Christian School, and a member of 
the Chilliwack HRC.



1. Please begin by describing your formal school 
experience. 
I attended a local Christian School for grades 1–8, then 
for grades 9 and 10, I went to two different Christian high 
schools. I dropped out after a few months into grade 11.

2. What contributed to you stopping formal schooling? 
Looking back, were those considerations valid? 
To some degree, I was struggling in some classes, math and 
English especially. When you are constantly not under-
standing the material, it is tough to stay motivated, and it 
becomes tough to do homework. The classroom setting was 
boring; working seemed to be more profitable and active. 
Were they valid reasons to quit? Looking back now, I would 
say no. Mixed with all of that frustration and boredom was 
also an attitude problem.

3. What advice would you give to someone considering 
dropping out today? 
First, talk to your parents and your teachers, especially if 
you are in a Christian school. Tell someone your struggles 
with learning and your thoughts of quitting. I can’t think of 
many parents and teachers today who do not take the com-
pletion of at least elementary and secondary school seriously 
for their children/students. It may have been somewhat 
different 35 years ago, at least in some regions, where this 
level of education was the norm but not necessarily needed. 
But today, in the time that we live in, I would say Grade 12 
is the minimum requirement for everyone.

Second, dropping out could be the start of a bad char-
acter trait in yourself. There is something to be said about 
following through and accomplishing a goal, despite the 
struggle. Life will be full of struggles and challenges, 
which, sooner or later, you’re going to have to work through. 
Consider this challenge your first of many. You might be 
surprised by the character building it will do for you.

4. What motivated you to be successful at work? 
Motivation for working was something I was taught from 
my parents and others around me, by their work ethic. We 
were taught to work from early on even though we hated it 
most of the time. However, it does become part of who we 
are by learning this early. So when I did quit school, I was 
working a variety of jobs right away. Some of them were 
dead-end jobs, but eventually I ended up in the f loral indus-
try through my brother who was working in it at the time. 

I knew nothing about f lowers (I didn’t even know the 
difference between a carnation and a rose!), but began to 

learn through different tasks I had: packing orders, ship-
ping/receiving, dealing with others in the warehouse. 
That’s where it started. But to be honest, from there the 
motivation was money! I could see that the money was 
made in sales. I took on opportunities to fill in for sales-
people on vacation, both phone sales and route sales. I was 
dealing directly with customers, which is always good for 
the learning experience. I was 19 at the time. Time to “get 
ahead” somehow. 

5. How have you continued to learn and grow? What 
would you encourage others to do? 
I did finally reach a sales position at this company. I had a 
great employer who really took time to nurture and help me 
develop sales skills, but also taught me buying and selling, 
profit margins, loss prevention, sourcing, etc. This was the 
kind of math that made sense to me! I repaid this boss by 
leaving for a better-paying job that was offered to me by a 
larger firm with more opportunities to grow in sales. I was 
on route sales with set customers mainly in Toronto. How 
did this help me learn? I was dealing with some top f lorists 
(who knew it). Many of them were different nationali-
ties and, coming from a small-town Dutch community, it 
was all an eye-opener: tough Italians (one who was rumored 
to be in the mafia and carried a gun—he even invited me 
over for lunch to his mansion one day); East Indians, who 
were hard to understand at first; and Asians, who were 
tough buyers. Dealing with these customers, you learn by 
making mistakes—quickly! 

I was there for one year, and left that company for 
another for a management opportunity. This place was 
just starting up new, and I learned many more things about 
growing a business from the beginning through this experi-
ence. I worked there about five years before we decided it 
was now or never to start on our own. Again, much learn-
ing is done when you are the last one to make the decisions. 
You will either make it or break it. Things you thought you 
knew working for others, you now find out aren’t quite as 
easy. After-hour issues, extra days, extra thought at night, 
all become learning experiences.

6. How can someone grow in wisdom without formal 
schooling? 
As my story shows, I believe growth in wisdom comes from 
a variety of people that the Lord puts in our pathway—both 
believers and unbelievers. I have learned and continue to 
learn both business lessons but also life lessons from many 
“common grace blessed” colleagues. Pay attention to what 
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they are doing and saying, as long as you believe in the 
principle, and see what you can apply to your own situa-
tion, work place issues, and attitudes. Whenever you have 
the opportunity on a vacation, golf course, or wherever you 
have the time to talk to people (maybe especially those who 
are older and/or retired), listen to what worked for them, 
where they made mistakes, etc. Many times it opens up 
ideas into areas where you never thought there may even 
be a business opportunity. Read articles about your busi-
ness, even if you are an employee. Look to the best model 
for your fellow co-worker; this is what your employer will 
be looking for. We also have many successful business men 
and women in our communities and churches. Often a visit 
with the elderly in your church has a multiple blessing to 
it: you can learn much for spiritual life and business life, 
which are interwoven if you really think rightly about it.

7. What purpose and value do you see in education today? 
This will obviously be from my perspective, and someone 
who has or is continuing in education will no doubt have 
different opinions. But I recently was reading about Moses 
and made some observations about his younger life. He 
had Christian education at first, but then he was formally 
educated (maybe by force, you might say) in all the “wisdom 
of Egypt.” That was extensive: math, science, military, 
leadership skills that would be needed to be the next Pha-
raoh. Moses was in a unique situation, but look at the way 
the Lord used that education in his life. Did he enjoy that 
education every day? I don’t know…but there has to be a 
principle in there about being prepared for the life/calling 
that the Lord has planned for you. Some of the readers of 
this article may be leaders, math teachers, accountants. If 
you are academically gifted, ask yourself early on what area 
seems to interest you, and this is probably the direction to 
take in education. 

For some others though, culture may be dictating that 
college is needed for everyone even if you don’t have a clue 
what you want to do, and you can waste four years just 
like that, following that model. Some readers of this may 
be gifted with hands-on work, and this should be seen as 
equal to the academic gifts. I think we should be pushing 
just as hard for formal trade schools and/or starting to work 
in a field that you are good at already—perhaps by work-
ing with a family business or in other trades during high 
school. And then take appropriate formal classes to improve 
yourself in that field—apprenticeships, etc.

8. What would you say to someone else who has already 
walked away from formal schooling, and has struggled 
with life’s purpose? 
One of the helpful comments I heard was that God has 
given everyone at least one gift. And probably more. And 

we have a responsibility to find out what those gifts and 
talents are and use them for His glory. So this is part of 
life’s purpose. The business culture around us has pushed 
the fact that we are to work to fulfill our own desires, but 
I believe that a vocation and learning starts with the ques-
tion of how we can serve others; even our part of being in 
the economy around us is really serving our neighbors or 
customers. One lesson you learn being self-employed is that 
you are not really the boss, but your customers are. We need 
to keep this principle in mind, which really helps our own 
feelings about goals and our purpose in life.

9. How did the Lord’s work in your life change your  
perspective about learning?
I am in Haiti while I am writing this, traveling with a team 
of men from the Dominican Republic, who have been min-
istering in Haiti for twenty years. Looking at the worldview 
of most of the Haitian people has lessons for all of us. Not 
wanting to learn, or better yourself, or go to work, but 
just living for self (yes, even in poverty you can do this) 
leads to nowhere. The men I am with are preaching the 
gospel as the hope of Haiti: a new heart, a renewed mind, 
then worldview, then workplace, which includes formal and 
vocational learning, which leads to better family structure 
etc. Why? For God’s glory and our own good! What a hum-
bling example this is to remind me of the Lord’s goodness 
to us in what we have been taught, know, and can continue 
to learn more of this biblical truth. 

Experiences like this should motivate us to keep these 
principles alive in our own lives. Many of us have been 
taught that we should work to God’s glory. But I don’t ever 
remember that being worked out in practical thoughts and 
actions. It was just something you vaguely knew you should 
do. And that was how for many years I think it was. As 
I grow older and experience a few more years in business, 
perhaps I think about it more now—what do I know about 
the Lord’s work in my life, especially in this area of life?

It is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and all 
that that entails, but it wasn’t until about five years ago 
when I listened to a sermon from Dr. David Murray on  
Exodus 31 that I discovered that this work principle was 
recovered in the Reformation: all vocations are and can be 
for God’s glory, and we can participate in the kingdom’s 
work in whatever career we find ourselves in or pursue. That 
motivates me to keep working and learning! For someone, 
that may mean perhaps going back to school, or just becom-
ing better in the career or trade we are in. Either way, it 
should be our focus to learn how to exercise the gifts we have  
been given.

An interview with Henry VanderVeen, owner of a f loral growing company, 
and a member of the Fenwick FRC.
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After Christ’s resurrection, the disciples were instructed 
to wait for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. At that time, 
they still thought that the Lord was going to build a physi-
cal kingdom, and that it was going to come shortly. In 
their imaginations, the pagan Romans were going to leave! 

But Jesus teaches them and establishes in them a 
proper kingdom vision.

He does this first by warning them against a wrong 
vision. He tells them plainly, “It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his 
own power” (v. 7). It is not the disciples’ place to know 
the dates or the times or the dimensions of the kingdom. 
The power that would establish the kingdom would not 
be physical. 

So, secondly, Jesus teaches them that they are called 
to embrace a spiritual vision. Verse 8 says: “But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” The disciples will receive a spiritual 
power that will enable them to be witnesses of Christ. 
Then they are to witness of Christ in their home city, and 

in the surrounding country—but also out in other places 
such as Rome and India. 

It seems as soon as Jesus commissioned them to this 
kingdom vision, He was taken up. The disciples stood 
there, undoubtedly amazed and awestruck. Angels come, 
chiding them for staring into the sky. “Ye men of Gali-
lee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?” Jesus has just 
told you what you are to do. Why are you just staring at 
the cloud into which He ascended? The kingdom vision 
requires that they go out and bear witness of this risen and 
ascended Lord. That is being faithful to Christ’s kingdom 
vision. And why? Because “this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

Seminary education is one way that this kingdom 
vision continues to be implemented in the twenty-first 
century. PRTS desires to be spared from a wrong vision of 
physical power and to remain true to the spiritual vision 
that witnesses of the risen and ascended Lord, confident 
that the Spirit uses the Word to transform dead sinners 
into willing servants all over the globe until the coming 
return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

—REV. DAVID VANBRUGGE
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INTERVIEW with Greg Salazar

We asked our new PhD professor in historical theology, Greg Sala-
zar, to introduce himself to us. We are excited to have him on the 
staff with us. His love for the Puritans is contagious!

I am originally from North Carolina. I grew up in Asheville 
and went to college at The University of North Carolina. 
I am married to Christie. She is originally from Orlando, 
Florida, and we met when I was at seminary at Reformed 
Theological Seminary (Orlando). We have two children, 
Catherine-Claire (Catie-Claire) (4) and John (2). I enjoy 
date nights with Christie; leading family worship; daddy-
daughter dates with Catie-Claire; playing with John; 
cooking with Christie; running; playing soccer, golf, and 
guitar; and reading great books—especially British fiction 
and history.

I did not grow up in a Christian home. I was raised 
Catholic, attending Catholic mass and school until mid-
dle school when my family stopped going to mass. By 
the grace of God, in high school, the area director of 
Young Life—a parachurch evangelistic ministry to high  
schoolers—invited me to attend the week-long summer 
camp. Though I was uninterested in the evangelistic mes-
sages the first three days, by the fourth talk, “the sin talk,” 
the Lord revealed Himself clearly to me. The speaker spoke 
of eternal separation, reciting Romans 3:23: “For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God” and Romans 
6:23: “for the wages of sin is death.” In those moments, I had 
a deep sense of my own sinfulness and inability to obtain 
my own righteousness and salvation, analogous to what the 
Puritans have called the “legal terrors.” Leaving the room, 
I asked my Young Life leader if I was going to hell, and he 
replied “yes.” He then shared the gospel with me and the 
Holy Spirit soon brought me to true conversion.

Broadly speaking, my competency and interests are 
in church history, historical theology, systematic theol-
ogy, spiritual formation, and Islam. My ongoing research 
interests include: the history and theology of “Old Prince-
ton” (1812–1929); post-Reformation history and theology 
(especially the writings of John Owen, Francis Turretin, 
William Perkins, and Herman Witsius); the development 

of Reformed dogmatics (especially the writings of John 
Calvin, Herman Bavinck, Geerhardus Vos, and Louis 
Berkhof); Reformed pietism and “experimental” religion; 
the historical foundations for the doctrine of inerrancy; 
the doctrinal development of archetypal and ectypal theol-
ogy; and the influence of Continental Reformed scholastic 
divines on English Puritanism.

I was attracted to and am excited by the vision of PRTS 
because it fills a vital need for the church and theological 
training. I am convinced that the combination of academic 
rigor and biblical piety that PRTS so clearly embodies is 
desperately needed in an increasingly pluralistic and rela-
tivistic age. There is also extraordinary value in Reformed 
experiential piety, a major component of the seminary. On 
a more personal level, the faculty and staff at PRTS have 
been not only a joy to serve alongside, but have been a con-
sistent source of encouragement to my family and myself. 
We could not be happier to have this privilege of serving the 
Lord in this community. 

As with PRTS’s other programs, the PhD program 
brings together a unique combination of academic rigor and 
biblical piety, which (to my mind) is not offered anywhere 
else in the world today. Every component of the program is 
carefully thought out to ensure that students will be shaped 
to grow as both men of God and men who serve Christ’s 
church. For example, I was greatly encouraged by the 
doctoral program’s requirement for students to continue 
preaching and teaching while undertaking study—some-
thing doctoral students are not routinely encouraged to 
do. I believe the doctoral curriculum ultimately serves 
these goals since students will be studying outstanding  
models—exegetes of the Scriptures, who also longed for 
holiness and ministered through the storms of life.

In 2017/18, I will be teaching English Reformation, 
Research Methodology, English Paleography in the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries (a course which will train 
students to read original handwritten manuscripts by Eng-
lish Puritans), English Puritan Theology, and the life and 
theology of William Perkins and William Ames.

I am currently in the final (editing) stage of my dis-
sertation from Cambridge University on the Westminster 
Assembly divine Daniel Featley. I plan to eventually  
publish this. I also plan to publish the paper I will give at the 
William Perkins Conference (alongside Joel Beeke, Sinclair 
Ferguson, Geoff Thomas, and Stephen Yuille) in a con-
ference proceedings volume with Reformation Heritage 
Books. Finally, I have two book reviews being published 
this year. The first is on the Synopsis of Purer Theology (Brill) 
and will be published by Themelios, and the other is on Chad 
VanDixhoorn’s Minutes and Papers of the Westminster Assembly 
(5 vols., Oxford University Press) and will be published in 
the Puritan Reformed Journal.
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On February 21, 2017, The Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS) Board of Commissioners fully approved 
PRTS’s PhD program. The seminary’s fully accredited 
doctorate program offers degrees in Biblical Studies and His-
torical Theology, focusing on the Reformation and Puritan 
eras. The doctorate program at Puritan provides an advanced 
and affordable education that promotes both robust academic 
standards and a strong spiritual focus on Reformed experi-
ential piety. The program utilizes the best of hybrid learning 
through traditional teaching and technology. 

PRTS has also partnered with The John Owen Cen-
tre (TJOC) at London Seminary to establish a Doctoral 
Study Center. Increasingly, Puritan and other Reformed 
writings are being studied by pastors, churches, and 
academics spurred on by a growing recognition of the 
fervency and universality of a biblical, Reformed, and 
experiential message. The Doctoral Study Center will 
provide a gateway for those studying at London Seminary 
to the primary and secondary sources held in the Puritan 
Research Center at PRTS. This collection specializes in 
the Dutch Further Reformation, English Puritanism, and 
American Puritanism.

As part of the London Seminary, The John Owen Cen-
tre aims to help pastors with the challenge of maintaining 
and progressing theological study in the midst of minis-
try. While the Centre offers an educational experience that 
is both serious and challenging, the aim is not simply to 
stimulate intellectual pursuits. The Centre is committed to 
ongoing study that will enrich the ministry of pastors and 

by extension benefit their people, thereby glorifying the 
Lord Jesus through the maturing of His church. For more 
information on The John Owen Centre, please visit www.
johnowencentre.org. 

Commenting on the new partnership between PRTS 
and TJOC, Dr. Garry Williams, Director of the Center, 
said: “We pray that the opening of the PRTS Doctoral Study 
Centre will further our efforts to learn from Reformed his-
torical theology for the benefit of the church today.” 

Dr. Joel Beeke, President of PRTS, commented, “The 
establishment of a PRTS Doctoral Study Center at the John 
Owen Centre is a significant expansion of the doctoral pro-
gram at PRTS, and will serve widely both academia and 
the church.” 

For more information on the doctoral program at PRTS, visit us online 
at www.prts.edu/academics-aid/doctoral-program. 

PRTS PhD Program

REFORMATION

PURITAN REFORMED CONFERENCE
AUGUST 24–26, 2017 THE BEAUTY & 

GLORY OF THE

SPEAKERS
Joel Beeke

Ian Hamilton 
Michael Haykin  
Elias Medeiros 
Carl Trueman 

William VanDoodewaard
Rebecca VanDoodewaard

VISIT WWW.PRTS.EDU 
FOR MORE DETAILS.

You won’t want to miss this special 500th 
anniversary conference on the Reformation!
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2017 PRTS Graduation

On May 5, family and friends of Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary (PRTS) gathered at the Heritage 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids to witness 
eighteen PRTS students being awarded their theological 
degrees, as well as two recognized for completing their 
studies last December. To date, this year marks the larg-
est graduating class since the founding of the seminary 
in 1995.

A total of two Master of Arts, seven Master of 
Divinity, and eleven Master of Theology degrees were 
awarded. Remarkably, these twenty graduates came to 
PRTS from thirteen various countries from around the 
world. Many will or have already returned home to take 
up calls as pastors and/or teachers; some have plans to 
further their education before returning home to serve 
Christ and His church. 

This year’s commencement speaker was Dr. Stephen 
Myers, Associate Professor of Historical Theology for 
the PhD program at PRTS. His message, A Vision For 
Ministry, was taken from Revelation 1:12–20. In it, he 
encouraged each graduate to seek comfort and strength 
from the glorious, risen Lord Jesus who reigns in His 

church. Participants in this year’s ceremony included Dr. 
David Murray, Professor of Old Testament and Practi-
cal Theology, who opened the service with a Scripture 
reading, Psalter, and prayer; Dr. Adriaan Neele, Direc-
tor of the Doctoral Program and Professor of Historical 
Theology, who introduced the commencement speaker; 
Dr. Jonathan Engelsma, PRTS Board Chairman, who 
awarded each student his or her degree on behalf of the 
seminary; Dr. Joel Beeke, President and Professor of Sys-
tematics and Homiletics, who gave the graduating class 
a personal charge and a Bunyanesque name describing 
their personal character; and Dr. William VanDoode-
waard, Professor of Church History, who closed the 
service with prayer.

The special music for this year’s event was pro-
vided by Gary Kwekel, organist; Leah DeVries, violinist; 
Kelvyn Koning, Pianist; and soloists Hannah Newhouse 
and Hannah Karel.

Once again, we are humbled by the goodness of God 
in blessing the efforts of the seminary to train students to 
serve Christ and His church around the world. 
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INTERVIEW with Graduating Student Marjoleine de Blois

Please tell me a bit about your-
self. Where did you grow up? 
Anything you want to share 
about your family (parents, 
siblings, etc.)? Do you have a 
momentous event (trip, inci-
dent, etc.) that you remember 
from your childhood that you 
can share? 
I come from a family of five 
children and grew up mostly 
in the Netherlands, and partly 
in Nigeria. The last few years 
before PRTS I spent most of 
my time in Israel. My parents 
met in Africa and were both 

missionaries there; they love the Lord deeply. 
They have raised me and my siblings internationally, and 
taught us continually that our lives are not our own, but 
that they have given us back to God to be used by Him. 
In this, they trained us to be flexible to live wherever God 
would place us. Though I value my international child-
hood, I also recognize the difficulty in finding a home in 
this world and a place to settle down. 

Can you list one or two formative mentors/persons in 
your life? What quality or characteristic of these people 
was or is most appealing to you?
The first woman I am thinking about inspired me greatly 
when I was a little kid. She, together with her husband, gave 
up her comfortable life in Europe and moved to Mozam-
bique to sacrifice her life for the gospel of Christ. Taking 
street-children daily into her home, educating them, lov-
ing them, and bringing them the gospel, she has become 
the mother of hundreds of children in a war-torn coun-
try. Daily she shows the love of Christ to an utterly broken 
people. Especially her eyes captivated me. When she spoke 
of Jesus Christ, her eyes were shining and glittering with 
joy. Her testimony made me desire such a relationship with 
Jesus Christ, that kind of love, and that commitment. 

Another woman who inspired me at a later age is a 
family friend, an uneducated lady, who lives in the Swiss 
mountains with her husband. She did not go to school and 
has no job—nothing that seems admirable by the world. 
Yet she gives all away that she has to whoever needs it. She 
is kind, enduring, loving, constantly speaking of her Savior. 
She gives of herself and of her belongings, until she has 
nothing left to give. Her life is a living testimony for me of 
God’s presence and of His grace. 

How did you hear about PRTS and what drew you to this 
seminary?
Nicodemus Ude lived with my parents when they were 
missionaries in Nigeria, and I was close to him growing 
up. I came to visit him and his family here in Grand Rapids 
three years ago, and God showed me the light in this place. 
This made me realize that I was at a crossroads in my life, 
and I had to choose between my old, shallow life, or a new 
life in which God leads and I follow. I gave up on myself, 
and my life is no longer my own. God, who brought me to 
this place, has carried me so far, and though I don’t know 
where the road will lead, I am in His hands. 

How would you evaluate your seminary education here, 
especially considering that most of your classmates 
were male? What advice would you give to an incoming 
female student?
I cannot say that being the only woman was easy in the 
beginning. I had many discouragements, and times in 
which I thought I couldn’t go on. Yet through this all, 
the faculty has acceptingly supported me, and helped me 
through various struggles and questions in this area. I am 
very grateful to all of them. Today I consider my male class-
mates my friends, my true brothers, and I feel part of one 
body of Christ. Yet I am glad that PRTS has a few more 
female students now.

My advice for incoming female students: Welcome to 
the battle for the kingdom of God. You will lose all but 
gain more. Don’t look to people, or to societal pressure, but 
know your identity in God, and be confident that there is 
a valid place for you within God’s service. PRTS is a fam-
ily that will welcome you warmly, and God will glorify 
Himself through you. You have come to the right place. 
This is a place where your knowledge of God will greatly 
be enriched, both academically and spiritually. 

Related to the previous question, we recognize that 
Scripture limits a leadership office in the church to men, 
and that a large role of the seminary is to train men 
for these roles. But, a seminary education is useful for 
many other roles and opportunities that include female 
students. As a female student, and now graduate, what 
other roles or opportunities might seminary education 
help train women for? What specifically are your goals 
or desires as you have now graduated? 
I recognize Scripture’s limitation for women in preaching. 
However, a seminary truly is a place where you both learn 
theology on an academic, as well as an experiential level. 
This makes the seminary superior over mere universities. 
Seminary is for all who desire to know God deeper, and 
to work in His kingdom. As we are all part of the body, 
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PRTS student  
fellowship…

…led by  
Dr. Adriaan Neele  

on the beach of  
Lake Michigan

we all will be used for God’s glory, whether we are men, 
women, young or old. Without each other, we are incom-
plete. Therefore, a seminary needs both male and female to 
complement each other in the roles they will fulfill.

“Ministry” is “service.” Service encompasses anything 
done for God and His glory, in which we deny ourselves 
and give to Him. There is teaching ministry, pastoral min-
istry, evangelism, care for the poor, etc. Though Scripture 
is indeed clear on the role of men in preaching and pastoral 
ministry, yet in all other non-officebearing areas women 
are widely used to assist, mentor, teach, and witness of the 
gospel, as also the gospels and pastoral epistles portray.

I’ve recently been accepted into the PhD program, in 
which I will be trained deeper in the knowledge of Scripture. 
My desire is to teach and inspire young people for service in 
the kingdom. I don’t know exactly where and how, but I am 
sure that will become clear in the years to come. 

Can you describe your favorite class, or maybe a memo-
rable moment, from your seminary days at PRTS?
My favorite classes were the Biblical Theology classes. The 
richness of Scripture and the dynamics of a living faith 

astound me. I have learned the beauty and immensity of 
God, and the vastness of His richness and wisdom. These 
classes taught me to love Him more and to trust Him 
more; they have not just increased my knowledge, but also 
my spiritual maturity. This does not mean that the other 
classes were inferior. For example, I loved the languages, 
and though systematic theology is not my field of choice, 
it has given me solid backbone of doctrine in the Christian 
faith. The whole program is well rounded and very edify-
ing for the mind and the heart. 

Reflecting on your years as a student here, can you give 
us a short summary of your experiences?
My time at PRTS has been both a desert and a greenhouse, 
a time of struggle, and a time of growth and nurture; I am 
very grateful to both the faculty and my brothers and sisters 
at PRTS, whom I love dearly! 

Thanks for sharing, Marjoleine! 
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MICHAEL BARRETT | Itinerary
June 11: Ontario: preaching for Bornholm FRC 
August 1–15: Singapore: Teaching at the Bible Presbyterian 

Seminary; Reformation 500 Bible Presbyterian Conference; 
Preaching at multiple churches

Projects
Revision of Complete in Him
Revision of Beginning at Moses
Co-authored with Joel Beeke A Radical, Comprehensive Call to 

Holiness
Working on the message of Ecclesiastes

JOEL BEEKE | Itinerary
May 8–21: Leading PRTS Tour Group through Scotland and 

England for 500th Reformation Anniversary
May 19–20: Cambridge, England: Perkins Conference at the 

Round Church
May 21: Cambridge, England: Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
May 30–31: Elizabethtown, PA: Banner of Truth Conference 

(addresses on Puritan preaching) 
May 29–June 2: Johnson City, TN: Biblical Worldview Student 

Conferences (8 addresses on the Puritans)
June 3–4: preaching for the American Decency Association
June 5–7: St. George, Ontario: HRC Synod
June 13: Colorado Springs: CO: Rocky Mountain Homeschool 

Conference (6 addresses on parenting issues)
June 22–27: Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, Scotland: conference
July 11–14: Hastings, MI: speaker at HRC Youth Camp
July 16: Mitchell, Ontario: preaching for the Free Reformed 

Church
July 17: Dundas, Ontario: speaking for Free Reformed Student 

Society
July 18–19: Jordan Station, Ontario: speaking for the International 

Council of Reformed Churches (ICRC)
August 24–26: Grand Rapids: PRTS annual conference

Recent Publications
Debated Issues in Sovereign Predestination: Early Lutheran Pre-

destination, Calvinian Reprobation, and Variations in Genevan 
Lapsarianism. Göttingen, Germany: VandenHoeck & Ruprecht.

How to Live as a Christian, ed. Darlington, U.K.: Evangelical Press.
The Works of William Perkins, vol. 3, ed. Randall J. Pederson and 

Ryan Hurd. Gen. ed. with Derek Thomas. Grand Rapids: RHB.
How Do We Plant Godly Convictions in Our Children? Grand Rapids: 

RHB.
Why Should I Be Interested in Church History? (with Michael 

Haykin). Grand Rapids: RHB.
Family Worship Bible Guide, gen. ed. (with Michael Barrett, Gerald 

Bilkes, and Paul Smalley). Grand Rapids: RHB.
Puritan Evangelism: A Biblical Approach (in Romanian). Dascalu-

Ilfov, Romania: Magna Gratia.
Family Worship (in Romanian). Dascalu-Ilfov, Romania: Magna 

Gratia. 
“Why You and Your Family Should Go to Church: Biblical 

Answers to ‘Churchless Christianity’” (with Paul Smalley), 
and “Nurturing Intimate Communication with Your Spouse.” 
Puritan Reformed Journal 9, no. 1.

“Global Reformed Evangelicalism.” Evangelical Times 51, no. 2  
(Feb. 2017).

“Using, Not Abusing the World,” Gospel Trumpet, no. 22.

“The Reformation: Ten Lasting Effects.” Christian Renewal 35,  
no. 9 (March 2017).

JERRY BILKES | Itinerary
June 4: Kalamazoo: preaching at Immanuel Fellowship
June 6–7: St. George, Ontario: Free Reformed Synod
July 2: Springford, Ontario: preaching
July 11–14: Hastings, MI: speaker at Heritage Reformed Youth 

Camp
August 13: Brantford, Ontario: Grace Free Reformed Church

DAVID MURRAY | Itinerary
August 14–18: Philadelphia, PA: teaching at Westminster  

Seminary – Course on Biblical Counseling

Projects
PhD with Free University of Amsterdam
Exploring the Bible, being published by Crossway in August 2017

ADRIAAN NEELE | Itinerary
June 12–23: New Haven, CT: Yale University
Aug. 25–Sept. 6: Capetown, South Africa: Reformation congress

Projects
Before Edwards: Sources of New England Theology (Oxford University 

Press)
Jonathan Edwards: The Sermons on Galatians (Yale University Press), 

co-editor
A Jonathan Edwards Encyclopedia (Yale / Wm. Eerdmans), co-editor
Jonathan Edwards: Western Spirituality Series (Paulist Press), co-editor

GREG SALAZAR | Itinerary
May 19–20: Cambridge, England: William Perkins Conference: 

address on “Conviction, Conformity, and Conscience: William 
Perkins’s Dual Allegiance and the Dilemma of the Moderate 
Puritan Tradition in Elizabethan Cambridge”

Projects
“Daniel Featley and Calvinist Conformity in Early Stuart Eng-

land,” PhD Dissertation, The University of Cambridge.
Co-Editor, The Works of William Perkins—Volume Six: Doctrinal 

Works on Predestination. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage.
Johannes Polyander, Andreas Rivetus, Antonius Walaeus, and 

Anthonius Thysius, Synopsis Purioris Theologiae / Synopsis of a 
Purer Theology (Edited by Dolf te Velde; Translated by Riemer 
A. Faber; Latin Text Edited by Rein Ferwerda. Leiden: Brill, 
2014). Reviewed in Themelios (forthcoming).

Chad B. Van Dixhoorn, ed., The Minutes and Papers of the Westmin-
ster Assembly, 1643–1653, 5 volumes (Oxford, 2012). Reviewed 
in the Puritan Reformed Journal (forthcoming).

WILLIAM VANDOODEWAARD | Itinerary
May 30–June 1: Elizabethtown, PA: Banner of Truth Conference
August 11–12: Savannah, GA: Savannah River Presbytery (PCA) 

Conference
August 24–26: PRTS Conference

Projects
1 & 2 Peter, Evangelical Press (forthcoming)
“Genesis and Ancient Histories at Princeton Seminary, 1812–1851” 

in Westminster Theological Journal (forthcoming)

FACULTY ITINERARIES & PUBLICATIONS
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The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowl-
edge of the holy is understanding (Proverbs 9:10).

As we publish a series of articles about education, it is wise 
to consider what we want to teach and why. What is it that 
we want our reader to know and understand, and how does 
that relate to true wisdom? What is the difference between 
knowledge and wisdom? We can know many facts or have 
a lot of information about any given topic, but what use are 
those facts if we don’t understand what they mean or how to 
use them? In other words, how do we know the difference 
between what is useful information and what is useless? To 
whom else shall we turn but to God and His Word? From 
Scripture we can understand four aspects of true wisdom. 

SCRIPTURAL WISDOM
“For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding” (Prov. 2:6). It all begins 
with Him who has no beginning—the One who was, and 
is, and ever shall be the fountain of all wisdom and ought to 
be greatly feared. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding” 
(Prov. 9:10). We begin to know what is right and good when 
we come face to face with our ignorance and folly. When we 
confess our sins before a holy God and put our trust in His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, we begin to know as we ought 
to know: who God is and who we are, and how much we 
need Him.

It is one thing to know that God is holy and we are 
sinners; it’s quite another to respond properly to that knowl-
edge. There are only two possible responses. “The fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:7). What is your response 
coming face to face with a holy and righteous God? Do you 
humbly submit to Him, as Job, who already was a righteous 
man? “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but 
now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5–6). You see, if you so 
come to God, you give evidence you have at least a measure 
of understanding and knowledge as He causes you to choose 
wisdom. “How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! 
and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver” 
(Prov. 16:16).

PERSONAL WISDOM 
What does it really mean to get wisdom? It’s more than 
gaining knowledge in our heads or minds. It’s also more 

than having the right understanding of certain truths about 
God and ourselves so we’re able to explain it to others. We 
can “theologize” all we want, but we need wisdom! We can 
talk about it, pray about it, speculate on it, but we’re also 
called to receive it—or rather, receive Him—and then act 
upon it. It’s not only a scriptural wisdom but also a personal 
wisdom: the knowledge of a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ! 
He is the voice or word of God who spoke long before He 
took our f lesh upon Himself—at creation but also in Prov-
erbs 8:12, “I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out 
knowledge of witty inventions.” He confirms this in verse 
30, “Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I 
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.”

Wisdom, according to God’s Word, not only includes 
knowledge and understanding, but includes also having an 
intimate relationship with the Father, just as with the sec-
ond Person of the Trinity. One of the fruits of that eternal 
love and fellowship “and the counsel of peace…between 
them both” (Zech. 6:13) is that He would be the Mediator 
between God and man. Jesus could say, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6), and then say to Philip in verse 9, “he that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.” Wisdom clearly is not 
some notion or mere applied knowledge or religion, but a 
vibrant relationship with God through Christ. “This is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). In other 
words, when we by grace through faith lay hold on Jesus 
Christ we have all, as Paul confirms in Colossians 2:3, “In 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

SPIRITUAL WISDOM
True wisdom then is not only scriptural and personal, but 
also spiritual. “Now we have received, not the spirit of 
the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiri-
tually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:12–14). It is not to be obtained 
by our efforts, our teaching, or our learning, but the Lord 
in His wisdom does use us to teach, so that we may be His 
disciples and imitators of Jesus. It is revealed by God in His 
Word and received by us with a childlike faith. 

(continued on page 115)
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Perhaps after reading the title of this article, you may be 
thinking, “What’s the point? Shouldn’t we just lock up 
criminals and throw away the key? Do they deserve to have 
an education while they’re in prison?” Let’s answer these 
questions and a few others to understand what our role and 
calling is to provide Christian education in prison. 

What are the goals of adult education in the prison 
system? What are its philosophical underpinnings and cur-
riculum? What does Christian education look like in the 
penal system? What should be its primary goal? What are 
the challenges and opportunities in providing Christian 
education to convicts?

The goal of rehabilitation in the Correctional Ser-
vice of Canada prison system, based on the premise that 
adult education is a critical component, is to change how 
offenders see themselves and their place in society. This is 
predicated on the idea that learning is directly connected 
to personal discovery, transformation, and the pursuit of 
making life more meaningful. Their philosophical per-
spective usually subscribes to the behaviorist, humanist, 
and transformative theories of adult education. 

Educational programming for offenders builds capacity 
for potentially lasting personal change, reduces the risk 
of re-offending, and increases the prospect of successful 
reintegration. Through participating in education pro-
grams, offenders gain learning skills in order to become 
effective and efficient lifelong learners, and successfully 
master the content of the curriculum. Knowledge about 
and the ability to use computers and information tech-
nology is an important component of living in modern 
society and is encouraged and enhanced through the edu-
cation programs. A functional literacy level of grade 8 or  
equivalent is the foundation for meaningful participation 
in other programs.1

The goal of correctional programming in the area of 
education is to rehabilitate the offender so that he or she 
lives a non-criminal lifestyle upon release into the com-
munity, thus reducing the rates of criminal activity and 
recidivism. In order for this to occur, the skills of being able 
to ref lect, dialogue, and think critically need to develop. 

The Correctional Service of Canada attempts to 
achieve these goals by providing adult basic education 
programming modeled on the public education system. 
According to a recent study by the Correctional Service 
of Canada, those offenders who possess high-risk char-
acteristics appeared to benefit the most from completing 
the adult basic education program compared with low-
risk offenders. The positive inf luence of the adult basic 

education program held for offenders serving longer sen-
tences, or previous prison terms, as well as younger and 
violent offenders. 

Upon incarceration, approximately 65% of offenders 
test at an academic completion level lower than grade 8 and 
82% test lower than grade 10. Added into this mix is the 
challenge that three quarters of Canada’s prison inmates 
have a history of substance abuse. In addition, a significant 
proportion of the prison population also suffer from serious 
mental disorders. 

In light of these challenges, what are the opportuni-
ties for Christian witness and ministry to offenders in 
the prison system through education? Redemption Prison 
Ministry2 has the opportunity to engage in Christian edu-
cation in the prison system through various means. These 
include in-prison Bible studies, chapel services, and one-
on-one mentoring led locally by our prison pastors, Rudy 
de Vries and Marty Slingerland. Nationally, we have our 
Bible correspondence courses facilitated by the head office 
in Cambridge, Ontario. The Level 1 Bible correspondence 
courses offered to offenders are introductory Bible courses 
that do not require any previous Bible knowledge. The 
Level 2 Bible correspondence courses are more challenging 
and detailed in their teaching of Reformed theology and 
doctrine. Academically and theologically, the courses are 
similar to what many would use in an adult Bible study in 
a Reformed church.

Our volunteer instructors who mark the Bible corre-
spondence courses and write letters to their students seek to 
fulfill Christ’s command to “teach all nations,… teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you” (Matt. 28:19–20). Redemption Prison Ministry’s pri-
mary goal of Christian education in the prison system is 
based on what the Scriptures teach in Acts 8. That is where 
we read about Philip, on his way from Jerusalem to Gaza, 
meeting the Ethiopian eunuch. The Lord gives Philip the 
opportunity to ask the Ethiopian if he understands what 
he is reading. He responds that he cannot unless someone 
guides him, and at that point Philip “opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him 
Jesus” (Acts 8:35). The Lord blessed Philip’s teaching, and 
that is the impact we pray all offenders we are in contact 
with would experience, as they are discipled with the truth 
of God’s Word. Here is Dwayne’s experience, one of our 
Bible correspondence students:

Christian Education in Prison
 EDUCATION   |  HANS VANDOODEWAARD
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Dear brothers and sisters at Redemption Prison 
Ministry,

I bring you joy and love at our Saviour who gives 
us such peace of heart and strength of soul in this evil 
world. Though I am in prison, prison is not in me. I 
love my Jesus so much. Every day is greater than the 
next. Sure, I have had many setbacks while here, but I 
can do all things through Him who gives me strength.

The Bible studies that I received from you are a 
welcome gift every time they are here. I usually dive 
into them right away. I love the Word of God! I have 
gotten my new roommate, Ron, started in your studies 
also. He loves the Lord also and we have great witness-
ing together.

God has truly blessed me and my life is so great, as 
long as I keep my eyes on the Lord. Other inmates see 
Jesus through me and comment on it to me. They call 
me a man of God.

This warms my heart because I know it is not me 
that is seen but Jesus Christ, and I give all the glory to 
God for using me to glorify Him.

Your brother in Christ,
Dwayne

The men and women in prison constantly face the toughest 
and most discouraging atmosphere you can imagine. Yet 
improvements in an offenders’ educational ability may be 
one of the means God uses to prepare His people to be able 
to understand the Scriptures more clearly and to follow 
Him more closely. It is into this dark and difficult place, 
through Christian education, that the light of the gospel 
message of Jesus Christ still shines. Then those who are 
Christians in prison will confess, “Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105). 

While the prison adult basic education programs dem-
onstrate measurable improvement in outward behavior, 
numeracy, and literacy, that is only a temporary benefit 
for offenders. An inner heart change worked by the Holy 
Spirit through the Word is the only real change that has 
eternal benefits. That heart change can occur, with the 
Lord’s indispensable blessing, through the ministry of 
Christian education in the prison system.
_____________

1. http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/acts-and-regulations/720-cd-eng.shtml
2. http://www.redemptionprisonministry.ca 

Hans VanDoodewaard is National Executive Director of Redemption  
Prison Ministry and an elder in Providence Free Reformed Church of St. 
George, Ontario.

(continued from page 113)
To that end Jesus not only gave His disciples (and us) 

the Word of truth, but also promised the Spirit of truth, 
who will guide us “into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: 
and he will shew you things to come.” How and where do 
we find this truth? In God’s inspired Word. When Jesus 
told Nicodemus that he had to be born again by the Spirit, 
he asked, “How can these things be?” (John 3:9). And Jesus 
made it clear to him that the sound of the wind (same as 
“spirit” in Greek) really is His voice. As God spoke in 
creating a world, so He speaks in re-creating a sinner, as 
in Psalm 33:6, “By the word of the LORD were the heav-
ens made; and all the host of them by the breath (same as 
‘spirit’ in Hebrew) of his mouth.” 

PRACTICAL WISDOM
This brings us full circle back to the meaning of educa-
tion: what and how we teach, and to what purpose. True 
wisdom is not only scriptural, personal, and spiritual, but 
also very practical. It puts everything we teach as well 
as everything we want to be taught in perspective of the 
knowledge and imitation of Jesus. He said, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). This is not only 
a commandment but also a statement of fact. It not only 
must but will happen! A triune God works and therefore 
guarantees it. “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 

you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; 
so shall ye be my disciples” (John 15:7–8). This is practical 
wisdom from being in the Word and having Jesus’s words 
enter into our hearts and minds to make us both willing 
and able to ask the right questions and begin to do the right 
things by His Spirit according to His will. 

This will cause us to f lee from all evil as Job said: “And 
unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wis-
dom; and to depart from evil is understanding” (Job 28:28). 
At the same time, it also will cause us to pursue all good: 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good 
understanding have all they that do his commandments: 
his praise endureth for ever” (Ps. 111:10). Pray that we and 
our children would be like Timothy, as Paul reminds him 
of both his privilege and his responsibility: “And that from 
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:15–17). After Jesus washed the feet of His disciples, He 
said, “I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you” (John 13:15). And then, in verse 17, “If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” That 
is true wisdom!

Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag is pastor of Grace Reformed Christian Church 
(HRC) of Harrison, Arkansas.
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As Director of Admissions at Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary (PRTS), I often encounter this perplexing ques-
tion: Should I go to seminary? What continues to impress me 
most about this inquiry, and perhaps makes it most difficult 
to answer, is that this question is asked by a wide variety of 
people. The recent college graduate in his twenties and the 
retired grandfather of twelve might pose this same ques-
tion; the UK pastor looking to further his education and 
the young Canadian woman wanting to glorify God by way 
of a writing ministry may also wrestle with this issue. It is 
rarely the case that this question comes from two people 
who have indistinguishable backgrounds and nearly identi-
cal aspirations. 

So how might one best answer this question given all 
of the different questioners? I think the best approach is 
to first define the purpose of the seminary. First, it must 
be affirmed that the seminary is not the church; its func-
tion is not to ordain pastors, send out missionaries, conduct 
discipline, or perform any other duty that properly belongs 
to the church. Rather, the seminary’s primary role is to be 
a training ground that is supportive of and prepares people 
for the broader work of the church. As our mission state-
ment succinctly states, PRTS exists to “prepare students to 
serve Christ and His church through biblical, experiential, 
and practical ministry.” As such, the seminary is the “hand-
maiden” of the church. Secondly, the seminary also exists 
for the academy; the seminary is to foster biblical ref lection, 
inquiry, and advancement in theological matters. 

If the end-goal of seminary education is solidified in one’s 
mind (i.e., the training of officers and leaders within the 
church, and the means whereby the academy’s theological 
study is advanced), it becomes easier to answer the question 
of who should go to seminary. Certainly, the young man 
who has thoughtfully ref lected on the duties and calling 
of the pastorate should consider attending a faithful and 
Reformed institution; it is here where his mind, heart, and 
affections can be trained and strengthened for this high 
calling. I should add that it is not the case that this man con-
templating seminary has to be absolutely certain of his call 
to the pastorate before entering seminary. Rather, through 
the testing and development of his gifts and desires during 
seminary, this call may be affirmed more and more (and, 
hopefully, fully confirmed when the church calls this man to 
serve as pastor). It is also the case that seminary training may 
confirm for some that they should not enter the pastorate.

But while the training of men for the pastorate has 
historically been the primary reason for the seminary’s exis-
tence, this does not mean that seminary education is limited 

to men desiring the office of pastor. Scripture speaks of 
God’s gift of apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds, and 
teachers whose primary function is to “equip the saints” for 
ministry so that the entire body of Christ might be built up 
(Eph. 4:12). The church therefore benefits and grows when 
all members (not just the pastor) are actively involved in 
ministry. Of course, not all types of ministry would benefit 
equally from seminary education, but there are many who 
are engaged in ministry in the local church whose service 
could profit from a course (or several courses) at the seminary 
level. Numerous examples come to mind: the Sunday School 
teacher, adult education leader, person involved in jail minis-
try, leader of a Bible study or small group, the elder desiring 
to counsel more effectively, the elderly woman who wishes 
to mentor the church’s younger women. In short, men and 
women, young and old, are called to serve in Christ’s church, 
and it is possible that the seminary can help them be more 
faithful and biblical in this service. 

A necessary caution is important at this point: I do not 
hereby imply that everyone should be pressured into enrolling 
in the next possible seminary class. Indeed, thoughtful and 
mature consideration should be given to whether your service 
in Christ’s church could be advanced by taking a seminary 
class. Perhaps you may not immediately know the answer to 
this. If not, you may wish to seek advice from your pastor, 
elder, godly friend, or even reach out to a seminary admis-
sions representative (like myself!) with questions related to 
your particular circumstances. Another possibility is to “test 
the waters” by auditing a seminary class as a visiting student. 

As indicated, the seminary also exists for the academy. 
A prospective student may not necessarily be interested in 
pursuing a leadership position in the church, or even directly 
related to service in the local church, but may wish to pursue 
an academic study of theology. This inquirer may desire to 
teach at a variety of levels (seminary, college, or high school), 
or may wish to employ his or her talents through writing or 
some other form of media. 

To conclude, numerous reasons can be given why some-
one may consider seminary. If you are serious about wanting 
to study God’s Word and to communicate this to others in 
whatever ministry opportunity you find yourself, I would 
encourage you to seek out a faithful training ground where 
your faith and desires can be strengthened and confirmed. 
I often compare seminary to boot camp: the classes are 
challenging, work is required, but the rewards and lasting 
solidarity among the “soldiers” are worth it.

Jonathon Beeke is the registrar at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. 
You can contact him at 616-432-3408 or jonathon.beeke@prts.edu.

Who Should Go To Seminary?
 EDUCATION   |  JONATHON BEEKE
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According to the US Department of Labor, almost 70% of 
students who graduated from high school in 2015 enrolled 
in colleges or universities. Undergraduate studies are nor-
mative for most young people nowadays, and a great deal of 
information and counseling opportunities abound for help-
ing soon-to-graduate high school students and their parents 
make decisions. On the other hand, far fewer people pursue 
studies beyond undergraduate education. Deciding whether 
or not to pursue advanced studies upon graduating with an 
undergraduate degree is often more complex for a variety of 
reasons. While the Bible doesn’t directly address this par-
ticular question, there are biblical principles that a Christian 
can apply when looking for answers. Let’s look at some spe-
cific questions that are often asked by Christians who are 
seriously considering graduate studies. 

Should I pursue full-time graduate studies in my field of 
study, knowing that I will have to relocate and leave my 
home church? 
We are commanded in the New Testament to not forsake 
assembling ourselves together (Heb. 10:25), so this is in fact 
a legitimate question when considering relocation for any 
reason, be it education, career, etc. The available programs 
in your current locality should be researched carefully, and if 
there is no reputable degree program within driving distance, 
you may need to consider relocating. However, an important 
prerequisite to relocation is to make sure there is a biblical 
church that you can be part of in the area. While investigat-
ing church possibilities, consult with your current pastor, 
as he may have contact with other pastors and churches in 
the areas under consideration. Never intentionally remove 
yourself from a faithful gospel ministry and proper church 
discipline. If there is a sure recipe for backsliding or departing 
from the faith, removing yourself from the faithful ministry 
of a local church is often one of the main ingredients. 

You should also understand your underlying motivation 
for pursuing such studies. Is your motivation the perception 
that the higher degree will have better earning potential? 
Is it the prestige of the degree or title that you find most 
attractive? Are you just looking for a change of scenery and 
perhaps a chance to get away from your family or church? 
Or, as a Christian, do you feel a sense of calling to a career 
that requires advanced studies? Have your past educational 
efforts clearly demonstrated that God has indeed given you 
gifts when it comes to academics and learning, and do you 
have a desire to use those gifts in some way for His service? 
A particular question in this area that young men should 
be considering is whether or not the Lord is calling you 

specifically to seminary training and eventually some form 
of gospel ministry. 

I’m married with children. Should I quit my job and pursue 
full-time graduate studies? 
The Bible teaches if we don’t care for our families we are 
worse than infidels (1 Tim. 5:8), so this also is a legitimate 
question for the sincere Christian. Given that individual 
circumstances vary widely, there is no certain answer to this 
question that applies to all. A number of practical approaches 
should be considered. For example, is it possible to complete 
the degree (or part of the degree) on a part-time basis so you 
can continue working and providing for your family? Are 
there scholarships available that would allow you to study 
full-time and at the same time properly care for your family? 
For example, in many STEM disciplines (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, mathematics), admission into a reputable 
PhD program is usually accompanied with a full graduate 
assistantship (tuition scholarship and modest stipend). 

If, by God’s providence, means are available that allow 
you to properly care for your family, then the door may indeed 
be open for you to proceed down this path. However, if the 
financial or time requirements of the degree program are not 
within reach for you, and your spouse and children would 
suffer in terms of their temporal/spiritual welfare, then it may 
well be that the door is closed, at least at this time.

I’m considering graduate studies, but I’m told that such 
advanced studies often lead young people astray, causing 
them to depart from the faith. Is this true? 
Some believers incorrectly quote scripture (see Eccl. 12:12, 
1 Cor. 8:1) and argue that any education beyond the basics 
puts the Christian at risk. While it cannot be denied that 
temptations and dangers abound for Christians on modern 
university campuses, the same sinfulness also abounds in 
the workplace, in the public places you frequent, on the 
Internet, and also in your own heart. Sin is pervasive and is 
found in every area of human life. The only sure protection 
against backsliding or going lost altogether is genuine saving 
faith in Jesus Christ. You might gain admission to the most 
prestigious graduate program in the country, but if you are 
yet a stranger to Christ, according to the Bible, you are still 
missing the primary prerequisite to life. “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 

Dr. Jonathan Engelsma is a professor at Grand Valley State University, and a 
member of the Grand Rapids, Michigan HRC.

Should I Pursue Advanced Studies?
 EDUCATION   |  DR . JONATHAN ENGELSMA

MAY/JUNE 2017  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  117



Christian educators have a high calling from God to teach 
their students about Christ and to give these students a solid 
foundation of biblical knowledge. The mission of Christian 
education must never be overlooked or underestimated.

EDUCATION AS PART OF MISSION
Local churches are often busy with many different min-
istry activities: worship programs, member care, youth 
ministries, local witness and/or evangelism, education 
programs, international missions support, etc. Due to the 
organizational structure of many churches, we tend to 
think of these various areas of ministry as partnering (or 
even competing) programs within the church. But the 
command of Christ is more focused and precise: “Go…
and teach [make disciples of] all nations…teaching them 
to observe [obey] all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you” (Matt. 28:19-20a).

The teaching ministries of the church (and by exten-
sion the preaching ministry) are given priority in Christ’s 
command to New Testament church leaders. Furthermore, 
Christ’s command is clearly more comprehensive than just 
a teaching ministry inside the church—it is an authorita-
tive commission of the church’s leadership to engage as 
witnesses in the teaching of all nations. Mission is the 
ministry of the New Testament church and teaching is the 
primary method for fulfilling this commission.

Mission is not just one of the many ministries of the 
church. Rather, it is the ministry of the church, and all 
other ministry activities are subordinate to and part of 
the church’s mission. Christ commissions His followers: 
You are my witnesses (Acts 1:8). This means that all our 
activities as Christians should be shaped by who we are: 
witnesses of Christ.

The ministry of the church is to witness of Christ at 
all times, among all peoples, to the outermost part of the 
earth. So it logically follows that all ministry programs of 
the local church are to be missional; they are to participate 
in the witness of Christ to all nations. Thus education, and 
especially Christian education, is essentially missional and 
it should be a central missional activity of the church.

EVANGELISM AND DISCIPLESHIP
Since education is part of the larger mission of the church, 
the two primary activities of mission—evangelism and 
discipleship—must be embedded as priorities of all Chris-
tian education activities. Evangelism comes first: faithfully 

teaching students about Christ. This requires more than 
just imparting biblical knowledge about Christ; it also 
involves working and praying for the students to repent of 
their sinfulness and to believe in Christ alone for salvation. 
Evangelism in the classroom (like evangelistic preaching) 
is especially important in situations where many of the 
students come from unbelieving or non-Christian homes.

Then discipleship follows; it involves cultivating a 
Christian worldview and training students to follow Christ 
in every area of life. Many institutions of Christian educa-
tion in North America during the past few decades have 
excelled in this fundamental task, and we rejoice in the 
blessings of God as a result.

There is also an apologetic element in the mission of 
Christian education. Teachers should intentionally con-
front false thinking in the classroom and intentionally 
ground their students in a Christian worldview. They 
should also create space to prepare their students them-
selves to engage in apologetic and evangelic activity.

PRACTICING WHAT WE PREACH
How can Christian education be more intentionally mis-
sional? Let’s use the common head-heart-hands framework 
to answer this question: First, we make every effort to give 
our students a foundational head-knowledge of the Bible. 
We seek to cultivate a Christian worldview. We facilitate 
the development of biblical patterns of thinking and ratio-
nal response to the brokenness of this sinful world. The 
report card of many Christian education institutions has 
high marks in this vital area.

Second, we desire to see genuine heart-changes. This 
starts with conviction of sin leading to godly repentance. 
The Holy Spirit sovereignly works this grace in sinful 
hearts. He has promised to use us in this process and 
to bless the efforts we make in humble dependence on 
Him. So we work with the prayer that God will work both 
heart-conviction and heart-conversion. Then we continue 
to work in dependence on the Spirit to develop in our 
students a missional concern for others who are lost and a 
missional zeal to share the gospel with them.

Third, we mentor our students in practical hands-on 
missional ministry. For example, elementary schools often 
plan mission weeks to increase awareness of God’s mission 
and to help the students think practically about how they 
themselves can participate in evangelistic witness. Older 
students can study the sociopolitical contexts of persecuted 

The Mission of Christian Education
 EDUCATION   |  DR . BRIAN A . DEVRIES
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Christians and be guided to pray for specific needs of the 
global church. Higher levels of education can focus on the 
study of false religions and non-Christian worldviews and 
lifestyles in order to cultivate the missional desire and abil-
ity to witness to such people. Educators can also facilitate 
participation in local ministry opportunities, especially 
where extended evangelistic interaction is possible.

There seems to be a natural tendency in the Chris-
tian education of many covenant communities to become 
focused on preserving one’s self-identity and personal needs. 
We also see this tendency in the Old Testament where the 
chosen people correctly realized their special status but 
sinned by thinking themselves better than the “outsiders” 
of the surrounding communities. Especially we who trea-
sure covenant theology must be careful, by God’s grace, to 
resist this sinful, myopic thinking. Mission is the best way 
to guard ourselves and our children against this sin.

STRATEGICALLY SIGNIFICANT SERVICE
Not only does the mission of Christian education protect 
us from myopic thinking, but it also has been a method 
often used by God to extend Christ’s kingdom. Christian 
education was an important part of the church’s mission 
in the first century following Christ. The task of teach-
ing is undeniably central to the Great Commission (Matt. 
28:19-20, cf. Acts 14:21). Making disciples and teaching 
the Word of the gospel was the main task of church leaders 
in the New Testament (Acts 4:2, 5:21, 5:42, 11:26, 15:35, 
18:11, 20:20, 28:31, Col. 1:28, 2 Tim. 2:2, etc.). Histori-
cally, Christian education has always had an essential place 
in the church’s mission. So our efforts in Christian educa-
tion today continue this noble tradition of advancing the 
cause of Christ among all nations.

The New Testament is a casebook of examples of Chris-
tian education. We should meditate on these examples and 
pray for wisdom to develop contextualized methods that 
best serve our own social situation. For example, providing 
quality Christian education in a society where Christians 
are a small minority has often proven to be an effective 
way to evangelize children from non-Christian families 
and thus to extend the inf luence of the gospel. Likewise, a 
faithful Sunday school program in a post-Christian society 
has often been used by God to (re)evangelize local families 
and to reestablish a Christian worldview within a God-
forsaking society.

Due to various factors in the last forty years, the Lord 
has blessed many church communities in North America 
with a strong Christian education ministry. We now should 
think and act strategically, depending on the wisdom God 
has promised to give. We have an amazing providential 
opportunity! How can our established Christian schools 

be used to reach a secular post-Christian society with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ? How can we replace myopic think-
ing with a missional zeal to (re)evangelize many more 
families? How can our schools become salt and light in a 
sinful society? Perhaps the Lord will use us now for such 
a time as this!

How can our Christian education institutions more 
effectively participate in the church’s mission? Do we have 
a mind and heart for this ministry? A church’s budget is 
a good indicator: the ratio of money spent on ourselves 
compared to the money spent on teaching “outsiders.” Do 
we have hearts and hands for this ministry? Are we ready 
to reach out to the lost around us and share our heritage of 
faithful Christian education? Will we, in response to God’s 
prompting and Christ’s commission, go and make disciples 
of the unsaved peoples in our society?

CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS
As a privileged product of Christian education myself, I 
will always be exceedingly grateful for the church leaders 
and Christian educators who God used in my life to pre-
pare me for future ministry. I am thankful for those with 
a missional vision who initiated and advanced the cause 
of Christian education within the church communities in 
which I was raised. This mission of Christian education 
was not always clearly articulated and could probably have 
been more intentionally pursued. But this underlying mis-
sional vision and zeal were present, and by God’s grace it 
was blessed for many.

What therefore has been in the past an important 
though often unexpressed desire should now be brought 
front and center and boldly pursued, especially given the 
increasingly unchristian and anti-Christian society in 
which we live. This intentionality is already seen in some 
segments of the homeschooling movement; it now needs 
more attention within private Christian school communi-
ties in North America and beyond.

The risen Christ has left us with a command: You are 
my witnesses. This missional duty applies to all the world-
facing activities of the church, and especially in the area of 
Christian education and discipleship. Furthermore, Christ 
has commissioned His Spirit to empower us for the task 
He has given us. So in humble dependence on the Spirit 
of Christ we go forward to boldly advance His cause, also 
in the strategically important area of Christian education.

Dr. Brian DeVries is the President of Mukhanyo Theological College in 
South Africa (www.mukhanyo.ac.za) and Adjunct Professor of Missiology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. He is a Missionary Pastor of the 
HRC-NA presently planting the Grace Reformed Church (www.gracere-
formed.co.za) in Pretoria, South Africa.
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES  |  REV . DOUG KUIPER

PSALTER REVISION 
The Governing Principles (3): Text (continued)

My last article explained two principles which the interdenomi-
national Psalter revision committee is using to evaluate the text, 
or lyrics, of the Psalter. Those two principles are completeness (Is 
all of the scriptural Psalm represented in the Psalter? Is there 
one Psalter that captures the whole Psalm?) and faithfulness (Is 
the text faithful to Scripture? Is it theologically sound? Is it the 
language of Scripture? Are all things included that have been 
omitted in the past? To what degree is it a paraphrase or does 
it include unnecessary poetic license?).

“Lord” OR “LORD”?
One point that fits under “text” but doesn’t fit clearly under any 
of the seven governing principles is in regard to our Psalter’s 
versification of the Hebrew name for God, “Jehovah.”

Many Bible versions such as the KJV, NKJV, RSV, NIV, 
and ESV, translate this word as “LORD” with all capitals. This 
distinguishes it from the Hebrew word “Adonai,” which means 
lord or master, and when referring to God is translated “Lord.”

Those who compiled our current version of the Psalter had 
no qualms about using “Jehovah”; it occurs over 200 times in 
the first 413 Psalter numbers. But, because not every Hebrew 
word gets worked into English poetry, at times the name is 
not versified at all. Other times, because the meter and rhyme 
require it, the word is translated “Lord.” You find no instance 
of “LORD” in our Psalter.

The committee has decided to propose spelling “Lord” as 
“LORD” in those instances in which the Hebrew has “Jehovah.” 
When the Hebrew word is “Adonai,” or when the name “Lord” 
is not found in the original language but is supplied for the sake 
of meter and rhyme, we will use “Lord.” This will help us sing 
with understanding.

THE LAST FIVE PRINCIPLES REGARDING TEXT
Five more principles govern the work of the committee regard-
ing the text of the Psalter. I quote again from the original (not 
supplemental) report of the interdenominational committee to 
the 2016 Synods of the FRC, HRC, and PRC. This quote comes 
from paragraph 4, “The Principles,” and from point a, “Text.”1

3) Is there unnecessary overlap between the Psalters, 
and how the Psalm is represented? It was suggested that 
the more commonly sung psalms should have more Psalter 
renditions, including less comprehensive ones.

4) Are the lyrics good poetry and do they demonstrate 
effective use of language? While we strive for faithful text, 
some license and freedom must be allowed so that the 
versifications are not rigid, and lists of names and nations 
are not necessarily included, etc.

5) Are there any archaic or unfamiliar words that should 
be replaced? [It was noted that all three Synods agreed 

that all pronoun references to the Lord be retained in their 
archaic form. This would also demand some archaic gram-
matical structures. Archaic language may also be retained 
if it is central to the poetry.]

6) Are the meters and rhymes effective?
7) Does the Psalter promote/retain Christian lan-

guage, so that appropriate NT idioms in the poetry are 
maintained? 

Before I explain them, you should know that our Psalter 
is now 105 years old. The musical tunes used in it are usually 
much older. However, the lyrics of Psalters 1–413 were versified 
from 1895 on, and the final version approved in 1909, specifi-
cally for use in the Psalter.2 I’ll be returning to this point twice 
in what follows.

3: VALUABLE OVERLAPS
Here the committee is looking for at least two things. First, 
when a Psalm is versified more than once in our Psalter, is each 
different versification helpful? Second, when a later Psalter 
number has exactly the same lyrics as an earlier one, making it 
essentially a second tune (41 and 42, 65 and 68, 218 and 219, 
355 and 356), is the duplication valuable?

Psalter numbers 60–68 are nine different numbers based on 
Psalm 25. It will be helpful to look at these as an illustration 
of what I am saying, because from these numbers we can see 
both points.

Those who had been appointed to set the Psalms to verse for 
use in our Psalter made two different, complete versifications 
of the 22 verses of Psalm 25. The first had 17 stanzas, and is 
set to music in Psalters 60–63. The second had 14 stanzas, set 
to music in Psalters 64–66. The bracketed references to stanzas 
in the bottom righthand corner of our Psalter selections refer 
to these versifications of the Psalm.

So, do both of these different versifications have value? 
Should we have two renditions of Psalm 25? In the case of 
most Psalms, if not all, the committee sees value in having two 
different renditions of the same Psalm; at times one rendition 
brings out an aspect of the Psalm that the other does not. In fact, 
we are proposing a number of new selections because we desire a 
second rendition of most Psalms, and often our Psalter has only 
one rendition of some Psalms. But here is the issue for now: we 
still evaluate the different versifications to judge whether both 
are a valuable contribution to our Psalter.

The second point regards Psalter numbers that take lyrics 
already found in a previous Psalter number, and put the same 
lyrics to a different tune. I’m not referring to those instances in 
which our Psalter clearly has two tunes to the same number; I’m 
referring to instances in which two different Psalter numbers have 
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the same lyrics. For instance, the lyrics of both Psalters 67 and 68 
are already found in Psalters 64–66. Is this valuable overlap? The 
committee faces this on a case by case basis, looking also at the 
different tunes and how often our churches sing them.3

At the moment, the committee is of the opinion that we 
don’t need both Psalters 65 and 68, or 219 and 218. We expect 
to propose eliminating 65 and 219. The result will be that we 
have two less tunes in our Psalter, but no lyrics will be lost.

How about Psalter 42? Because its lyrics are found in Psal-
ter 41, consistency might lead us to get rid of it. But wait: do 
our congregations sing it regularly? Maybe it would be wiser 
to keep it.

4 & 6: POETIC VALUE, AND EFFECTIVE METER AND RHYME
Principle 6 (effective meter and rhyme) might seem to be the 
same as principle 4 (poetic value). In fact, the principle regard-
ing poetic value is broader than that regarding effective meter 
and rhyme; the effective meter and rhyme is one specific appli-
cation of poetic value. These two principles are close enough in 
idea that I treat them both here.

The reality is that those who compiled our current Psalter 
wanted a quality product, so they used good English versifica-
tions. I’m using the word “good” now in reference to the poetry. 
Whether the poetry is faithful to Scripture falls under Principle 
2; but the poetry of our Psalter numbers is always good Eng-
lish poetry in every respect. I haven’t been able to find a single 
instance to this point in which the committee judges a Psalter 
number to be of inferior poetic value.

When we evaluate different versifications with a view to 
including them in the Psalter, we look for ones which also have 
good poetic value. I hope to introduce you to some of these 
after I finish surveying the principles that guide us in our work.

5: ARCHAISMS
Because our Psalter is over a century old, no one should be sur-
prised to find in it some words which are archaic. Not the only 
instance of this is our Psalter’s use of the Old English “thee/
thou/thy” in the singular both in reference to God as well as 
to men and places, and its use of “ye” (plural) with reference to 
humans. Addressing archaisms, then, the committee is looking 
at three main areas.

First, if we can replace an archaic word with a word or words 
that convey the same idea while not destroying the meter and 
rhyme, we stand ready to propose doing so. For example, Psal-
ter 48 stanza 2 reads: “The suff ’ring one He has not spurned 
Who unto Him for succor turned.” No harm is done to rhyme 
or meter by replacing “succor” with “help has,” so that we sing, 
“Who unto him for help has turned.”

Second, we intend to keep all uses of “Thee/Thou/Thy” 
with reference to God, but stand ready to change them, as well 
as the word “ye,” when they refer to people or places. Psalter 4 
contains two examples. In stanza 4, we sing, “Be wise, ye rulers 
of the earth,” and in stanza 5, “Delay not, lest his anger rise, 
and ye should perish in your way.” No harm is done to change 

the two instances of “ye” to “you.” More examples can be found 
in Psalter 223. In Psalters 237–239, pronouns referring to the 
church (“Zion”) include “thy” and “thee.” We are proposing 
changing them to “your” and “you”—though this gets tricky, 
because in each of those numbers “thee” concludes a lyrical line, 
and rhymes with “see” or “be” or “agree.” We are not interested 
in destroying the rhyme; in fact, to maintain it is one of our 
principles. How this matter will finally be resolved remains to 
be determined.

7: APPROPRIATE CHRISTIAN LANGUAGE
The Psalms were written in the Old Testament era of types 
and shadows. We sing them in the New Testament era, enjoy-
ing realities to which the pictures pointed. But at times, the 
versifications found in our Psalter use the language of the New 
Testament. One example might be in the Messianic Psalms. 
Israel of old knew that the Messiah, or Christ, was coming. But 
Israel did not know Him by His name “Jesus.” Yet the word 
“Jesus” appears in the titles of seven Psalter numbers. Psalter 
54 is an instance: “Jesus Our Shepherd.” Under the point of 
“appropriate Christian language,” the committee is evaluat-
ing whether the New Testament language is properly used. 
(Perhaps this example isn’t the best, because we are not going 
to use the current titles. Remember that we propose replacing 
them with the first line of the first stanza of each song, so we 
are not reviewing the titles.)

Here are two other examples. Psalm 72 is a Messianic Psalm, 
and yet the Hebrew word “Messiah” is not used in it. The Psalms 
were written for Israel of the Old Testament. Is it appropriate 
for us to use the word “church” in place of “Israel,” as in Psalter 
63:4: “Thy church, O God, do Thou redeem From all adversity”?

Generally, we are finding that the Psalter uses appropriate 
New Testament language when versifying the Psalms. In other 
words, it gets the typology right. Clearly, the answer to the two 
questions in the previous paragraph is “Yes.” But we are review-
ing the Psalter with this in mind to ensure it is always accurate. 
Any proposed additional selections would do the same.

Seven principles govern the committee in evaluating the 
text of the Psalter; five govern the committee in evaluating its 
format; and six govern us in evaluating the music itself. To this 
we turn next time.
_______________

1. In the PRC Acts of Synod 2016 and Yearbook, this is found on pages 167–68.
2. An essay by J. C. K. Milligan contains some brief comments about the history 

of the versification of our current Psalter. See his chapter “Psalm Versification—the 
Uniform Metrical Psalter” in The Psalms in Worship: A Series of Convention Papers 
Bearing Upon the Place of the Psalms in the Worship of the Church, ed. John McNaugher 
(Pittsburgh: The United Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1907) 428–35. A free 
scanned PDF file of this book is available from Google Books. See also Ray Lan-
ning, “The Songs of Zion: An Appreciation of The Psalter of 1912,” Standard Bearer 
69, no. 17 (June, 1993): 402. 

3. As to “how often,” we have objective statistics from our churches. In addi-
tion to several data points from worship services of some PRCs and HRCs in other 
years, we have gathered a list of every Psalter number sung in every PRC worship 
service in 2015.

Rev. Doug Kuiper is currently serving as the pastor of the Protestant Reformed 
Church of Edgerton, Minnesota.
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The titles below are recently published or reprinted . The 
first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price .  
PB = paperback, HC = hard cover .BOOKTALK

JOEL R. BEEKE

NEW RHB BOOKS

Peter Martyr Vermigli 
Simonetta Carr
This volume in the Christian 
Biographies for Young Readers 
series retells the story of a ser-
vant of Christ who left behind 
a position of prominence in 
the Roman Church to coura-
geously join the cause of the 
Protestant Reformation. Peter 
Martyr became as well known 
as John Calvin in his own day. 
Enhanced by illustrations, pho-

tographs, and additional information about the Reformation era, 
this account shows young readers how God can use the piety and 
talents of one man to advance the cause of His truth.

(HC, 64 pgs) $18.00|$14.00

1 Peter, 2 Peter, and Jude: 
Steadfast in the Faith
Sarah Ivill
The New Testament books of 1 and 
2 Peter and Jude offer a timeless mes-
sage of hope to Christians living in a 
post-truth culture that seeks salva-
tion in false, futile saviors and rejects 
Jesus Christ as the way, the truth, 
and the life. In this ten-lesson Bible 
study, Sarah Ivill provides students 
of Scripture with an in-depth look at 
these three small epistles filled with 
great truths that will encourage them 
to remain steadfast in the faith in a 
world hostile to believers. 

(PB, 208 pgs) $15.00|$12.00

The Works of William  
Perkins, Volume 3 
Edited by Randall J. Peterson  
 and Ryan Hurd
General Editors: Joel Beeke and  
 Derek Thomas
The Works of William Perkins fills a major 
gap in Reformed and Puritan theology. 
Though Perkins is best known today for 
his writings on predestination, he also 
wrote prolifically on many subjects. His 
works filled over two thousand pages 
and were reprinted several times in the 
decades after his death. However, his 

complete works have not been in print since the mid-seventeenth 
century. This modern typeset edition of the Works will include 
four volumes of Perkins’s expositions of Scripture, three volumes 
of his doctrinal and polemical treatises, and three volumes of his 
practical writings.

This third volume contains Perkins’s A Cloud of Faithful  
Witnesses, Leading to the Heavenly Canaan, which was his exposi-
tion of Hebrews 11. Within, Perkins contends that the whole 

chapter of Hebrews 11 is meant to urge readers to persevere in faith 
by persuading them of the excellence of faith. In his characteristic 
manner, Perkins brings out the abiding importance of this message 
through careful exegesis and perceptive application. In an age of 
cheap faith and easy believism, this exposition offers us a way to put 
our faith to the test, to try it against the faith of the “great cloud of 
witnesses,” and, in the end, to put it into practice, assured that God’s 
mercy will uphold us for life. (HC, 464 pgs) $50.00|$38.00

Meet Martin Luther: A Sketch of 
the Reformer’s Life — Anthony Selvaggio
Martin Luther (1483–1546) contributed so 
much to the development of Western civili-
zation that it is not overstatement to declare 
that he changed the world as he set the Prot-
estant Reformation in motion five hundred 
years ago. In this brief sketch, you will learn 
about the exciting historical facts and fasci-
nating events surrounding this Reformer’s 
inf luential life. Luther’s story provides a pic-
ture of the gospel—an object lesson of faith, 
grace, and the forgiveness that can be found 
only in Jesus Christ. 

(PB, 168 pgs) $8.00|$6.00

The Revolt: A Novel in Wycliffe’s England
Douglas Bond
As a secretary at the battle of Crécy, Hugh 
West’all has come close to death many times 
in his short career. But when he leaves the war 
behind to enter the stone halls of Oxford, he 
meets John of Wycliffe and soon embarks on 
a mission even more exciting—and perhaps 
just as dangerous. Using his scribe’s quill to 
translate the Bible into English, the language 
of the common people, Hugh begins to under-
stand the beauty of the gospel as never before. 

But he and his friends are not safe. The corrupt and decadent church 
is planning to choke Wycliffe’s translation and silence him forever.

 (P&R, PB, 272 pgs) $11.99|$8.25

What about Free Will? Reconciling  
Our Choices with God’s Sovereignty 
Scott Christensen
Christensen explains two views that acknowl-
edge God’s sovereignty and its relation to 
human responsibility: compatibilism and liber-
tarianism. Providing cogent, biblical answers, 
Christensen argues for compatibilism and 
shows how it makes sense of evil, suffering, 
prayer, evangelism, and sanctif ication. You 
will gain a deeper understanding of both argu-

ments, as well as a greater appreciation for the significant role that 
choices play in God’s work. 

(P&R, PB, 284 pgs) $17.99|$13.00

OTHER BOOKS



The Sweet Taste of Providence: 74 Devo-
tional Episodes from History
Christine Farenhorst
Using brief episodes from the past, Faren-
horst takes the reader on journeys through 
which the almighty and ever-present power of 
God is felt; journeys which make it clear that 
all things come about not by chance but are 
ordained by the Father’s hand. Each chapter 
finishes with a “Food for Thought” section 
consisting of two questions designed for per-
sonal application and insight. 

(Joshua Press, PB, 312 pgs) $19.99|$15.00

52 Spurgeon Stories for Children, Book 4: 
Keep Inching Along 
Tony Hutter
This book began as a series of children’s talks 
based on Spurgeon’s life. Some stories are 
sad and some are a bit humorous, but each 
one teaches a particular truth from the Bible. 
Spurgeon himself had a great love for chil-
dren, and his desire for them was that they 
would come to trust, love, and serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ in their young years. Spurgeon 
is here no longer, but the Lord is still at work 
drawing all kinds of people to Himself. 

(Day One, PB, 109 pgs) $12.00|$9.00

Walking with God in the Season of  
Motherhood: An Eleven-Week Devotional 
Bible Study — Melissa B. Kruger
Being a mom usually means being busy. Really 
busy. Yet one encounter can help shape every 
moment: time in the Word with Jesus. This 
study will teach you how to nourish your own 
heart, mind, and soul with the wisdom you 
need to become the mother you long to be. 
It will help you understand and pursue your 
purpose as a mother, entrust your child to 
God, and bear the fruit of the Spirit in your 

everyday interactions. Each week offers four days of study geared 
specifically to a mother’s concerns, with the Bible passages already 
printed out for your convenience. The fifth day is a warm-hearted 
devotional reading to help you ref lect on and apply the truths you’ve 
learned. (Waterbrook Press, PB, 245 pgs) $14.99|$11.50

1–3 John (Reformed Expository  
Commentary) — Douglas Sean O’Donnell
How can we know that we possess eternal 
life? The apostle John answered that ques-
tion in the three epistles that bear his name. 
He wrote that we must first believe that Jesus 
is the Son of God and that Christ came in 
the f lesh. Second, we are to obey God’s com-
mandments. Third, we must love others. In 
this illuminating and engaging commentary 
on John’s letters, O’Donnell illustrates and 
applies these three essential tests that judge 
whether we possess eternal life or not. 

(P&R, HC, 240 pgs) $19.99|$14.00

Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889 / Fax: 616-285-3246
www.heritagebooks.org; e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

Qty. Author/Title Price Total

Sub-total
Sales Tax

Postage
Total

Name  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

VISA/MC #  _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date ________________________________________   Security Code ______________________

All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. Canadian Cus-
tomers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your check or pay by VISA 
or MasterCard.

Mich. residents add 6% sales tax. 
Postage (US 12%, min. $3.99; 

Canada: 20%, min. $7.50; 
Overseas: 28%, min. $10.00)

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A (behind Galaxy Car Wash)
Brantford, Ontario CANADA N3R 8A3

Phone: 519.304.4709; Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca
www.reformedbookservices.ca

In Canada these books are available at comparable prices from:

Reading the Word of God in the  
Presence of God: A Handbook for  
Biblical Interpretation  — Vern S. Poythress
Every time we read the Bible, we’re reading in 
the presence of God. How should this incred-
ible truth shape how we read? Moving quickly 
from principle to practice, Vern Poythress helps 
us rethink how we interpret the Bible by show-
ing us the implications of entering into God’s 
presence as we study. This handbook outlines 
distinct steps for practicing faithful biblical 

interpretation by focusing on our fellowship with the God who speaks 
to us through His Word. (Crossway, PB, 464 pgs) $35.00|$27.00

Knots Untied  — J.C. Ryle
Here is Ryle’s leading work in defense of the 
evangelicalism of the Church of England. His 
presentation of the evangelical position is sim-
ply outstanding, according to J.I. Packer, “not 
because it differs substantially from what other 
evangelicals might say, but because he sets it 
forth so clearly, so brilliantly, and so compel-
lingly…. In this, as in so much else, his work 
retains benchmark status; for surely in principle 
his evangelicalism is neither more nor less than 
New Testament Christianity.” 

(Banner of Truth, HC, 488 pgs) $29.00|$21.50
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MEDITATION FOR CHILDREN 
MARY BEEKE

Noah got his bike ready for a Saturday ride with his fam-
ily. He had just learned in science class that friction is “the 
resistance to motion of one object moving against another.” 
His teacher had demonstrated it by trying to get her wed-
ding ring off. She reduced the friction by applying slippery 
soap to her finger, and the ring came off easily. He thought, 
“A f lat tire would have too much friction between the road 
and the tires, and that would slow me down.” So he pumped 
them up to the proper pressure. Then he made sure his 
brakes were working. Noah thought, “I need a lot of fric-
tion between the brake pads and the wheel in order to stop 
when I have to.”

He remembered the past winter, when he went sledding. 
He wanted his sled to be smooth on the bottom so it would 
have very little friction, and he would go fast. But when 
Noah’s dad was driving on slippery roads, he said, “I am 
glad we have snow tires because the treads give us more trac-
tion and they cause friction, so we don’t slide on the road!” 
Noah realized that friction is useful in some situations, but 
needs to be reduced in other situations.

We talk about friction in other ways as well. If two 
people don’t get along with each other, we say there is fric-
tion between them. If someone irritates us, we might say, 
“She rubs me the wrong way.” We all want smooth rela-
tionships, ones with no friction or disharmony. Friction 
between friends may cause an honest discussion and can lead 
to apologies and forgiveness, resulting in a closer harmoni-
ous friendship in which the friction is erased. 

We see friction in spiritual life. Originally in Paradise, 
there was none. Adam and Eve and God lived in beautiful 
harmony. Satan introduced friction when he came against 
God and offered the forbidden fruit to Eve. Eve allowed 
friction to enter by eating the fruit herself and sharing it 

with Adam. Instantly, Adam and Eve sensed something 
had come between them and God, so they hid. And we live 
with it to this very day. 

If you are not saved, there is friction between you and 
God. You want to run your own life. You don’t want Him 
to rule you, even though you like His gifts. Friction shows 
itself when we are selfish or angry, when we fight with our 
brothers or sisters, when we don’t want to obey our parents, 
when we don’t want to pray or go to church, or when we like 
toys more than we love God. 

But God, in His providence, allows friction in our lives 
to teach us spiritual lessons. We experience rough times, like 
accidents or trouble at school or broken friendships or con-
flict at home. Just like the friction from rubbing two things 
together causes heat, so the rough times can heat up our 
hearts so that we cry out to God for help. Our desperation can 
turn us to God, and the Holy Spirit can awaken our hearts. 
He shows us our sin and He draws us by His love. Then we 
are restored to a beautiful relationship with Him.

But Jesus Christ Himself experienced the most extreme 
friction ever in order for us to have that beautiful life. His 
own people, the Jews, hated Him fiercely, so much that 
they crucified Him on the cross. But by dying on the cross 
and living again, Jesus won the victory over Satan and 
death. Satan still brings friction into our lives, but God is 
all-powerful. Never forget that, boys and girls! Whenever 
you have rough times, cry out to the Lord for help. When 
there is friction in your life, God is ready and able to help 
you. Confess your sins and cast yourself on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; He is faithful and just to forgive you and to fill you 
with His love.  

Mary Beeke is a homemaker, wife of the editor, and member of the Grand 
Rapids Heritage Reformed Congregation.

FRICTION



Elina VanderZwaagBIBLE QUIZ for children

ANSWERS TO LAST  
MONTH’S PUZZLE

 1. The Lord God
 2. life, knowledge, good, evil
 3. Adam, Eve
 4. Eden
 5. knowledge, good, evil, die
 6. out
 7. thorns, thistles
 8. wilderness, desert, joy, gladness, 

thanksgiving, melody
 9. watered
10. Gethsemane
11. Life
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Since in May we celebrate Mother’s Day and in June Father’s Day, I thought up some questions for you to see 
if you know the parents’ names of the following people.

 1. The father and mother of Cain and Abel were  _ _ _ _  and _ _ _ . (Genesis 4:1)

 2. We only know the name of the father of these young men: Shem, Ham and Japhet. His name was _ _ _ _ . 
(Genesis 5:32) 

 3. Isaac was born to old, but very happy parents. Their names were _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ _. (Genesis 21:3)

 4. Jacob and Esau were twins. Their parents were _ _ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ _ _ _. (Genesis 25:28)

 5. Manasseh and Ephraim were grandsons of Jacob. They were born in Egypt. Their parents were _ _ _ _ _ _ 
and _ _ _ _ _ _ _. (Genesis 46:20)

 6. Do you remember the names of the parents of Moses and Aaron? _ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. (Exodus 6:20)

 7. Caleb the son of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  was one of the spies who followed the Lord fully. Together with Joshua 
the son of _ _ _ , he was not afraid to enter into Canaan. (Numbers 14:38)

 8. Gideon was called by the Lord to destroy the idols in his family and fight a battle with only 300 men. His 
father’s name was _ _ _ _ _ . ( Judges 6:29)

 9. Samson was incredibly strong and killed many Philistines. He was eventually buried in the burying place of 
_ _ _ _ _ _ his father. ( Judges 16:31)

10. Samuel was a God-fearing priest who served the Lord from a very young age. His mother _ _ _ _ _ _ had 
prayed for him with many tears. His father’s name was _ _ _ _ _ _ _. (1 Samuel 1:8)

11. Saul was the first king of Israel. He was the son of _ _ _ _. (1 Samuel 10:11)

12. Saul’s daughter Michal married the next king, David, the son of _ _ _ _ _ . (1 Samuel 17:58)

13. John the Baptist was born to parents who prayed for years that the Lord would bless them with a son. 
Their names were _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . (Luke 1 :13)

14. You know that the Father of the Lord Jesus is the Lord Himself. But His earthly parents were _ _ _ _ _ _ 
and _ _ _ _. (Luke 2:16)



The Little Hand 
STORY FOR CHILDREN |  ANDREA SCHOLTEN

He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters.
—PSALM 18:16

“Mr. Elden, can you tell us a story?” asked Ella. “Please?” 
“Yes, tell us a story,” chimed in Nathan. 
Old Mr. Elden smiled at the cluster of children around 

him. He loved being around children, and they loved hearing 
his wonderful stories of when he was a boy. “Alright,” he said, 
sitting down on a folding chair. The children eagerly plunked 
down on the ground around him, their shining eyes gazing 
up expectantly.

“He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of 
many waters,” Mr. Elden slowly said.

“What does he mean, Ella?” whispered Jane Lee to her 
cousin. “We asked him for a story, and you know he always 
has one ready. I hope he isn’t going to preach a sermon!”

“Shhhh, Jane; just listen.”
“This text,” continued Mr. Elden, “always reminds me of 

a story from my childhood. When I was a little boy, I had a 
fun group of friends who I played with. We enjoyed sports and 
made up our own games, just as you children probably do. At 
the lower part of the town where we lived there was a deep 
river which had a bridge across it. We often went there to play, 
and many times I would stand on the bridge for a long time, 
trying to see the fish as they swam below.

“One day, a bunch of us were playing on the bridge. One 
of my friends climbed up the railing and was leaning over to 
watch something in the water. Suddenly he slipped, lost his 
hold, and fell right over the railing. We heard him yell, and 
then we heard the splash as he hit the water. We raced to 
the side of the bridge and looked over the edge. The water 
had already closed above him, he had sunk so quickly, and 
bubbles were rising where he went down. We were too young 
to know what to do and we were so frightened that we didn’t 
even think to shout for help. My friend rose once more to 
the surface, struggling for his life. He could only give us one 
beseeching look and with his arms f lung up as if asking for 
help, he sank again.”

Mr. Elden paused and cleared his throat. The children 
around him were silent, looking up at him with wide eyes.

“What happened?” Ella anxiously asked.
“Well,” Mr. Elden said, “we boys were still speechless 

with horror. But a kind man a short ways away had watched 
us run to the side of the bridge and look down. He thought 
that we might need help, and he rushed over to us. When he 
reached the bridge, nothing was in sight except for one little 
hand above the water, which was fast disappearing. Our voices 
came back to us, and pointing to his hand, we yelled, ‘There’s 
his hand! Oh, there’s his hand!’

“That outstretched hand!” Mr. Elden’s eyes misted over. “I 
can see it now—I shall never forget how it looked to me. But 
the kind man did not wait for a moment. As that hand went 
out of sight, he plunged into the river. Soon he brought our 
drowning friend to the shore. He carefully bent over him and 
looked earnestly into his pale face. Then he turned to us and in 
a tone that sent a thrill of joy into our hearts, he said, ‘Saved!’ 

“After helping the boy, he later turned to the rest of us boys 
and said, ‘Boys, I know that you will never forget that little 
sinking hand. Remember, when it comes to your mind, that 
we are all sinking in a colder and darker place than that river, 
unless we have asked One to save us, who alone can do it. This 
boy will soon recover now, and be able to say that I took him 
from the river. It is my prayer that all of you may be able to say 
of Jesus, the One who saves from the dark waters of sin—He 
sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of many waters.’

“Dear young friends,” Mr. Elden closed his story, “I trust 
that the prayer of that kind man for me has been answered. 
Will you remember that little hand and the lesson it taught 
us? Jesus is ready to take hold of your hands as you lift them 
up from the depths of sin and evil in this world, and He will 
bring you at last to the shining shore of heaven. Will you ask 
Him to do it?”

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member of 
the HRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article is adapted from Uncle Paul ’s 
Stories for Boys and Girls, by Uncle Paul. Boston: American Tract Society.



and
announcements

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage 
and anniversary notices will be printed free of 
charge and under no obligation of a gift received . 
Other announcements and/or requests will be 
approved by the editorial committee on an indi-
vidual basis as received .

2017 HRC SYNOD
The Lord willing, the 2017 session of the Synod of the Heritage 
Reformed Congregations is scheduled to convene from June 5-7, 2017, 
in the facilities of the St. George Free Reformed Church, 269 St. 
George Road, St. George, Ontario N0E 1N0, Canada. As occurred 
in 2016, the synods of the Free Reformed Churches and the Heri-
tage Reformed Churches will again be held concurrently in the same 
building. Though each synod will meet at separate locations in the 
building, delegates will join together for the Synodical Prayer Service, 
devotional exercises, coffee breaks, and meals. The synodical schedule 
is as follows:

Monday, June 5   Synodical Prayer Service 7:30 pm
Tuesday, June 6   Synod Session I  8:30 am - 5:00 pm
    Office-bearer Fraternal 7:30 pm
Wednesday, June 7   Synod Session II  8:30 am - 5:00 pm

If anyone requires overnight lodging, we would recommend contact-
ing the Best Western in Brantford. It is the closest motel (10 min. 
drive). Address: 19 Holiday Dr. Brantford ON N3R 7J4. Website: 
http://www.bestwesternbrantford.com; Tel.: 1-519-753-8651.     —BE

APPEAL FOR HRC THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS
In preparation for the June 5–7, 2017 Synod, men who believe the 
Lord is calling them to sacred ministry and desire to be admit-
ted to PRTS as an HRC student should make this known to their 
minister and/or consistory as soon as possible. Also available to be 
contacted are the President of the Theological Student Committee, 
Mr. Corney Les (cles@shaw.ca) or the secretary, Rev. Don Overbeek 
(overbeek610@gmail.com). Your consistory will meet with you to give 
you spiritual counsel and lead you through the process. Your name 
and information should be sent to the Committee as soon as possible. 
We urgently lay this need before the congregations for prayer and pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send forth reapers.            —DO

OBITUARY
JONES, JACKIE “JACK” PERRY, age 70, passed away Tuesday, May 2, 
2017 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Jack was a dear friend and regular 
attendee at our Grand Rapids HRC for several years. He was prede-
ceased by his parents; survived by his friend and caregiver, Tina Portis; 
mothers of his children, Ethel Sanders, Sherland Moore, and Deborah 
Bridges; his children—Secienette, Jacquline, Jackie Jr., Lil’ Secien-
ette, Pearl, Jackie Lee, Gino, Crystal; his step-children—Rebecca, 
Anetta, and Samuel; 21 grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren. (Rev. 
David VanBrugge, Luke 19:1-10; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 50-58).

TEACHERS NEEDED
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL are accept-
ing teaching applications for the 2017–2018 school year for at least one 
opening in the elementary and possible openings in the high school.  
There is also the possibility of open aiding positions at the Elementary 
School. Interested K–6 applicants can request an Elementary School 
application and email their resumés and/or questions to Mr. Nathan 
Bleeker (nbleeker@plymouthchristian.us). Interested 7–12 applicants 
can request a High School application and email their resumés and/or 
questions to Mr. James Bazen (jbazen@plymouth christian.us).

THE REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ASSOCIATION in Upper Hutt, 
New Zealand is seeking a teacher to teach upper primary at our Christian 
School. Our aim is to develop a biblically consistent world and life view 
in our students based on the Reformed faith.

Applicants should be committed to the Reformed faith and to Chris-
tian education. This is an exciting opportunity to be part of a small 
covenant school, and we look forward to your application. If you have any 
questions or would like more information please do not hesitate to contact 
us. Short-term contracts will be considered. Please forward your C.V. or 
any questions you may have to: board@silverstreamchristian.school.nz

The Board of OXFORD REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites appli-
cations for high-school teaching position(s) and elementary teaching 
position(s) for the 2017/2018 school year.  

Oxford Reformed Christian school is a parent-run school serving the 
needs of several local Reformed communities and has been operating for 
over eleven years. We have been blessed with a new facility located in 
Mount Elgin, a rural village in south-western Ontario. Our present enrol-
ment is over 300 students and we offer a Kindergarten to grade 12 program.  

We have a need for qualified, passionate elementary and high-school 
teacher(s) to join our staff team. Teachers committed to the Reformed faith 
and to Christian education are encouraged to apply before March 1, 2017.

Applications must include a resumé, statement of faith, philosophy of 
Christian education, and references. Promptly send to: Oxford Reformed 
Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal), 333182 Plank Line, 
PO Box 87, Mount Elgin, ON, N0J 1N0. E-mail:  principal@orcschool.
ca. Phone:  519-485-1142.

JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is a learning community that embraces 
the God-glorifying calling of educating students for Christian service. 
Located in the heart of Niagara wine country near St. Catharines, 
JCS provides a JK-12 program that is actively taught from a solidly 
Reformed perspective, while preparing students with the fundamental 
skills for further learning. We are currently accepting applications for 
a secondary teaching position—maternity-leave replacement—from 
highly motivated, dynamic, and committed Christian school teachers 
who will complement our present teaching team. Please include with 
your application your philosophy of education and statement of faith and 
send it to the attention of Mr. Paul Wagenaar at principal@ourjcs.ca.

SOLA EXPERIENTIA: THE WATCHWORD OF  
THE NEW MORAL REFORMATION?

At a recent LGBT+ Teach-In on campus at Calvin College, Mat-
thew Tuininga, professor of moral theology at Calvin Seminary, and 
Nicholas Wolterstorff, emeritus professor of philosophy at Yale Uni-
versity, discussed the issue of homosexuality and same-sex marriage. 
While this is an emotionally charged issue, it was refreshing to see 
public discourse on the issue carried out with civility and respect. But 
some major concerns linger….

Wolterstorff began the proceedings by relating his own personal 
narrative of transition from non-affirming to affirming same-sex 
marriage and the normalizing of homosexual relationships within 
church and society. The power of Wolterstorff ’s argument was not 
in his logical or even biblical argumentation—on those points I was 
entirely unconvinced; the power lay in his personal recounting of his 
interactions with various homosexual men and women in his life. He 

MAY/JUNE 2017  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  127



recounted the agony of two gay brothers, former students and sons 
of a Reformed pastor, as they struggled with same-sex attraction and 
practice. He recounted various other personal narratives of people who 
experienced agony and pain and rejection because of their struggles 
with their sexuality. These interactions swayed Wolterstorff to accept 
homosexuality and the legitimizing and normalizing of these relation-
ships as a cultural norm. In doing so, he had to reinterpret or reject 
the biblical texts that speak in strong terms condemning homosexual-
ity. Throughout the retelling of his personal narrative, Wolterstorff 
undoubtedly helped impressionable young minds and hearts to accept 
their struggles and express their sexuality in accord with their expe-
rience. Sadly, this is an argument that will continue to powerfully 
impact the church and her ability to respond faithfully to the issue of 
homosexuality.

While I understand Wolterstorff ’s position and respect his impor-
tant contribution to the Reformed understanding of philosophy and 
epistemology, my main concern is the hermeneutic that Wolterstorff 
employed to interpret the scriptural evidence. As I sat in this lec-
ture hall on the campus of Calvin College, the erstwhile heir of the 
Reformer John Calvin, it struck me that church and society had now 
inadvertently received a sixth sola through the powerful voice of Wolt-
erstorff– sola experientia. It is this sola that is now controlling the new 
moral reformation of church and society alike. This new watchword 
preaches, “My experience and the experience of others now transforms 
my understanding of what Scripture says about particular sins and 
allows me to accept or reject the parts of Scripture that are inconsistent 
with my lifestyle.” But this too, left me unconvinced. For example, in 
dealing with Romans 1, Wolterstorff argued that Romans 1:18–32 was 
the depiction of gross and reckless idolaters who were totally depraved 
and rejected God entirely. His experience with the two brothers and 
the experience of others with homosexuality did not strike him as 
consistent with that depiction, and therefore he argued that God did 
not condemn these sincere young men who struggled with and prac-
ticed homosexuality. This is a powerful hermeneutic appealing to the 
postmodern mind, where sola experientia takes precedence over sola 
Scriptura and its authority for faith and practice. 

I left this teach-in disappointed that a man of Wolterstorff ’s intel-
lectual stature could deal so sloppily with the scriptural data and use sola 
experientia to redefine what God calls sin. Though I was disappointed, 
not all was entirely lost because a young man, 60 years Wolterstorff ’s 
junior, gave an intellectually honest, compassionate, biblically faithful, 
and gospel-centered response to the issue of homosexuality and same-
sex marriage. Beginning with Genesis 1–3, Tuininga showed what 
was at stake in this whole issue—the power of the gospel to transform 
lives and hearts in conformity to the image of Christ and the Word 
of God. The struggle and anxiety that people experience with their 
sexuality is not because they are rejected by society, but because of the 
alienation experienced within their bodies. This alienation is a result 
of sin (indeed, of our total depravity), in which our desires and feelings 
are not always aligned with the biological makeup of our bodies. The 
passions and desires of every human being are disordered in regards to 
sexuality, but the gospel offers hope for those who struggle with this 
alienation in whatever forms they appear—whether they are strug-
gling with same-sex attraction, pornography, or any other sexual sin. 
The blood of Christ cleanses from all sin and the gospel offers hope 
and power to live the Christian life, which is ultimately a cross-shaped 
life, according to Tuininga. Carrying the cross of a disordered human 
sexuality means a believer brings his or her desires into line with their 
biological sex, whether they remain celibate or are able to give expres-
sion to their sexuality in God-ordained marriage between one man 
and one woman. 

While the issue of homosexuality has become nuanced, the contrast 
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TOPICS WILL INCLUDE y
BEHOLD THE SUBSTITUTE LAMB: God Will Provide Himself a Lamb  
A glorious picture of the gospel of substitutionary atonement .
Dr. Joel Beeke

BEHOLD THE PASSOVER LAMB: Escape from Death to New Life 
The blood of Christ provides deliverance from death, but also calls for 
faith and obedience .
Dr. Michael Barrett

BEHOLD THE REVEALED LAMB: Come and See
As Jesus speaks, we are called to follow Him and learn of Him .
Pastor Foppe VanderZwaag

BEHOLD THE SUFFERING LAMB: Bruised and Forsaken
Jesus endured the wrath of His Father, highlighting the enormity of sin .
Dr. Joel Beeke

BEHOLD THE SERVANT LAMB: Living a Servant Life for Christ
Jesus provides the pattern to live a sacrificial life in our relationships with 
parents, siblings, friends, and peers .
Dr. Jerry Bilkes

BEHOLD THE REIGNING LAMB: Living for Christ Counter-Culturally 
Jesus calls his followers to bring every thought, word, and action captive 
to the obedience of Christ .
Pastor Ian Macleod

BEHOLD THE WORTHY LAMB!
When Jesus returns, will we behold Him in His splendor, or be subject to 
His wrath?
Pastor Foppe VanderZwaag

WORKSHOPS with Pastor VanBrugge
PUT ON 4-D GLASSES: Cultivating Discernment in a Media-Crazed 
Culture

DO YOU NEED A MAGNIFYING GLASS? Cultivating Watchfulness 
for the Sins We Fail to See

2017 HRC YOUTH CONFERENCE
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
—JOHN 1:29

HRC Youth Conference is planned for July 11–14 at Camp 
Michawana in Hastings, MI. Be sure to reserve these dates for 
a special time of fellowship, growth, and instruction in God’s 
Word, as we plan to consider alluring topics on beholding 
the Lord Jesus as the Lamb of God. To receive the reduced 
price and reserve your place, register online now by visiting 
http://www.hrcgr.org/ministries/youth-conference. Direct 
any questions to youthcamp@hrcgr.org or to Roger and Joan 
Vroegindewey at rvroeg@yahoo.com.



in this debate could not have been clearer and the stakes could not 
have been higher. It was sola experientia versus sola Scriptura. If the 
church must be ever reforming and transforming lives, then the 
church must reject sola experientia as the arbiter of morality and avoid 
a moral quagmire. As we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation this year, we would do well to retrieve the five watch-
words of the Reformation: sola Scriptura, sola fide, sola gratia, solus 
Christus, and soli Deo gloria. Scripture alone provides the bedrock 
for faith and practice and informs and regulates feelings and desires, 
bringing them into conformity to Christ. Faith alone brings strength, 
faithfulness, and courage to bear the cross of broken human sexuality. 
It is grace alone that saves from every kind of sin and gives perspec-
tive for each day until full and final redemption. Christ alone is the 
center of a believer’s life—His atoning blood, His perfect obedience, 
His perfect humanity, and His intercessory prayer. The glory of God 
alone must be the focus of a believer’s life, and that means surrender-
ing the experience of sinful desires and lifestyles. The experience of 
these five solas is that which transforms all of human experience with 
all its pain, suffering and alienation. Pray with me that these five solas 
would indeed bring the transforming power of the gospel to those 
who struggle with same-sex attraction inside and outside the church!

—MAARTEN KUIVENHOVEN

A HEARTFELT THANKS TO DR. JOHNSON
Due to the health concerns of his wife and his need to care for her, 
Dr. Robert Johnson, who has so faithfully proofread each issue of 
this periodical as assistant editor since its inaugural issue nearly 25 
years ago, has felt compelled to ask to be relieved of this responsi-
bility. I wish to convey on behalf of all our readers and myself our 
deep gratitude to you, dear brother, for all the help you have given in 
undertaking this task. You have read every word of every issue with 
utmost care and have offered valuable suggestions for the rewording 
of certain sentences on numerous occasions. Many, many thanks for 
your conscientious service, and may God grant you to see the fruit of 
all this labor in the great eternity to come. 

May the Lord also continue to make you useful and fruitful, and 
strengthen you and your dear Priscilla for whatever days He yet has in 
store for you in this life as you anticipate that better life to come. Be 
assured of our love for you in the Lord Jesus Christ and our gratitude 
for these years when we have had the precious privilege of colaboring 
on this periodical for the glory of God, the maturation of the saints, 
and the salvation of the lost.               —JRB

WILLIAM 
PERKINS
CONFERENCE 
IN THE ROUND CHURCH

SPEAKERS
JOEL BEEKE 

SINCLAIR FERGUSON

GREG SALAZAR

GEOFFREY THOMAS

STEPHEN YUILLE

Open to the public and free of charge. For more 
information, visit prts.edu/about/events.

MAY 19-20, 2017

Dr. Sinclair Ferguson 
William Perkins—A Plain Preacher

Dr. Joel Beeke
William Perkins’s Largest Case 
of Conscience 

Dr. Geoff Thomas
The Pursuit of Godliness in the 
Ministry of William Perkins

Dr. Stephen Yuille
Contending for the Faith: Faith 
and Love in Perkins’s Defense of 
the Protestant Religion

Greg Salazar (PhD candidate)
Conviction, Conformity, and 
Conscience: William Perkins’s Dual 
Allegiance and the Dilemma of 
the Moderate Puritan Tradition 
in Elizabethan Cambridge

The Round Church
Bridge Street
Cambridge CB2 1UB
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When John Jewel, one of the great English Reformers, was preaching, he finished his sermon by saying to his 
congregation: “Are you a father? Read the Scriptures. Are you a king? Read the Scriptures. Are you a minister? 
Read the Scriptures. Has God blessed you with wealth? Read the Scriptures. Are you a usurer? Read the Scrip-
tures. Are you a fornicator? Read the Scriptures. Are you in adversity? Read the Scriptures. Are you a sinner? 
Have you offended God? Read the Scriptures. Do you despair of the mercy of God? Read the Scriptures. Are you 
going out of this life? Read the Scriptures.”



NATIONAL NEWS
MORE THAN 744 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN EUTHANIZED IN CANADA
CTV news reported that more than 744 people have died by euthanasia 
in Canada since it was decriminalized on June 17, 2016.

According to the news report by Graham Slaughter, in six months 
(mid-December) there were 154 in British Columbia, 63 in Alberta  
(19 occurring in the past month), 18 in Manitoba, 8 in Saskatchewan, 
16 in Nova Scotia, 4 in Newfoundland and Labrador, none in P.E.I. or 
the Northwest Territories, and 300 in Quebec (since December of 2015). 

The report also interviewed Dr. Ellen Wiebe, who has lethally injected 
40 people since June. Wiebe stated that the number of euthanasia deaths 
will continue to increase: “I know that it will increase. I expect that we’ll get 
to the point of the Netherlands and Belgium because their laws are similar 
to ours, and that would mean about 5 per cent of all deaths.” (Life News)

STUDY: CHURCHES WITH CONSERVATIVE THEOLOGY GROW FASTER
A Canadian study concludes that churches teaching from a literal interpreta-
tion of the Bible experience greater growth rates than those holding to a more 
culturally accepted, seeker-friendly, liberal translation of the Scriptures.
The five-year research project slated to be published next month in the 
internationally respected and recognized journal, Review of Religious 
Research, argues against advice that churches switch over to a more pro-
gressive theology—such as the Church of England on the matter of 
same-sex “marriage”—to reverse continued declines in membership. It 
also suggests that a literal teaching on heaven and hell should not be 
abandoned by churches looking to strengthen their numbers.
Avoid the social ‘gospel’
Instead of caving in to societal pressures to embrace a more secular, 
politically correct worldview on issues addressed in the Bible—such as 
homosexuality, abortion, abstinence before marriage, and capital punish-
ment—researchers behind the project advise churches looking to increase 
their membership to hold to a conservative theology on controversial 
topics. Statistics show that closely adhering to God’s Word is what draws 
church attendance—not adapting or interpreting biblical teachings to 
embrace a so-called progressive mindset.
Devotion speaks volumes
When asking clergy whether or not they believe it is “very important to 
encourage non-Christians to become Christians,” 100 percent of those 
from growing churches agreed, contrasted to a mere 50 percent of clergy 
from churches declining in numbers. It was also discovered that 71 per-
cent of clergy from growing churches read the Bible on a daily basis, while 
only 19 percent of clergy at declining churches pick up God’s Word to 
read every day. Belief in what the Bible says about heaven and hell was 
also monitored to show why those ascribing to a literal interpretation of 
salvation were more likely to draw new members into their congregations.

Failure to stick to a literal interpretation of the Scriptures has taken its 
toll on a number of Christian denominations that have sought to adopt a 
more humanistic way of looking at the world—in an attempt to embrace 
a larger segment of society. However, most churches walking down the 
straight and narrow path provided by a literal understanding of God’s 
teachings were found to be thriving in numbers. (Michael F. Haverduck, 
OneNewsNow)

POLL SHOWS DISPARITY BETWEEN CLAIMING CHRISTIAN  
FAITH AND LIVING IT
A recent survey has revealed that there is a great disparity between 
those who identify as Christian and those who actually hold to biblical 
beliefs. The American Culture and Faith Institute collected data from a 
“Christianity 101” questionnaire. Although 70 percent of those surveyed 
identified as Christian, only about 10 percent could actually answer basic 
biblical questions. 

“Our research collected information about attitudes and behaviors 

related to practical matters like lying, cheating, stealing, pornography, the 
nature of God, and the consequences of unresolved sin,” said researcher 
George Barna, who directed the studies.

According to Christian Today, 6,000 people participated in the survey 
which included 20 questions on basic Christian beliefs and another 20 
questions on behavior. The answers of participants were then measured 
against biblical content to determine how many of those who identified 
as Christians were actually “integrated disciples.” The organizers of the 
survey did acknowledge, however, that ultimately only God can know 
whether someone is a genuine disciple. “Any time you attempt to measure 
people’s worldview or spiritual standing, you have to tread carefully. We 
recognize that this research provides an estimate, not an absolute. Only 
God really knows who is a Christian. Only He knows who has a biblical 
worldview. God alone knows what’s in the mind and heart of each per-
son,” read a statement from Barna. (ChristianHeadlines.com) 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
NIGERIA’S FORGOTTEN CHRISTIANS 
In Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country, Christians don’t have time to 
worry about culture wars. They’re too busy facing a real one instigated by 
their Muslim neighbors and by a government that has studiously decided 
to look the other way. 

Open Doors USA, as part of its annual World Watch List, says kill-
ings of Christians have jumped by a whopping 62 percent in a year. While 
Nigeria is No. 12 on the World Watch List of Christian persecution 
globally, it’s in the top 10 in terms of overall violence.

Yet it’s not all gloom and doom in Nigeria. As Tertullian reminded us, 
the blood of the martyrs is often the seed of the church. Operation World 
says the country now boasts a strong prayer movement, dynamic church 
growth, and a growing missionary movement, with more than 5,000 cross-
cultural workers—many of them in Nigeria or in other African nations.

While much of the world has forgotten about Nigeria’s persecuted 
Christians, surely those of us in the West cannot. They are our brothers 
and sisters, and they’re doing great things in the midst of severe trials. 
Let’s hold them up in powerful, prevailing prayer. The Christians of 
Nigeria need us, and since we are members of the same worldwide Body 
of Christ, we need them. (Open Doors)

WORLD RELIGIONS
REPORT: ISLAM WILL SURPASS CHRISTIANITY AS WORLD’S DOMI-
NANT RELIGION BY END OF CENTURY
According to a recent report, the religion of Islam is growing rapidly and 
there will be more people who identify as Muslim than as Christians by 
the year 2070. These statistics were revealed by the Pew Research Center 
which conducted a study titled “Muslims and Islam: Key Finding in the 
US and around the World.”

In 2010, there were about 2.17 billion Christians in the world and 1.6 
billion Muslims, but the study found that, by 2070, there will be 2.92 
billion Muslims and 2.76 billion Christians—and the number of Muslims 
will only continue to grow, making Islam likely to be the dominant world 
religion by the end of the century.

In the U.S., Muslims are expected to make up 2.1 percent of the 
population by 2050, according to the findings of the study, as reported by 
Christian Today. Currently, they make up about one percent.

Two reasons the report gives as to why Islam is growing at such a fast rate 
are that Muslims have the highest fertility rate (3.1 children per woman) and 
they also have the youngest average age (34 percent are under 15). 

Interestingly, the study also found that atheism and non-religious affili-
ation will decline globally over the coming years. Those who identify as 
atheist or non-religiously affiliated currently account for 16.4 percent of 
the world’s population, but that number is expected to decrease to 13.2 
percent by 2050. (Veronica Neffinger) 

CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW JOHN GOUDZWAARD
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CORNER FOR TEENS |  
REV. MAARTEN KUIVENHOVEN

Last time, we saw the first picture of redemption in the wan-
derer rescued from sin and brought home to God through 
His grace. The second picture of redemption that Psalm 
107 paints is that of the prisoner set free in verses 10–16. 
The portrait of the prisoner is drawn with a black and bleak 
backdrop. You and I are this prisoner by nature. Some of us 
are still in that prison, but some of us look back and see the 
darkness of the prison and the shattered chains lying on the 
f loor of our former lives.

Verse 10 describes the human condition without Christ 
as one of darkness and in the shadowy realms of death. It is 
a hard life, a life of aff liction and hardships in which there 
is no relief nor the sweet knowledge that these aff lictions 
are conforming the prisoner to Christ (Heb. 12); rather, they 
are a direct consequence of sin. The prisoner is wrapped in 
iron wrist and ankle braces with heavy chains. Sin’s heavy 
presence drags humanity down. The world will tell you that 
the evolutionary process is making men and women better, 
but Scripture gives a helpful and honest assessment of sin’s 
effects. Have you come to see the bondage of sin for what it 
is? That is part of redemption—seeing what sin does. But 
it is also seeing what sin is, namely, rebellion against God. 
That is the assessment that the psalmist gives in verse 11. 
Naturally, we do not want to hear the Word of God. The 
prisoner is bound by his own fault because he refuses to hear 
and obey the Word of God. He thinks his own counsel is 
better than God’s. Are you living that way—a prisoner to 
your own faulty wisdom? Or do you know that the Word of 
God alone sets you free from bondage?

The prisoner is in darkness and in chains because he 
refused to hear the Word of God and viewed His counsel 
with contempt. In many ways, this brings us back to Psalm 
1 and the life of the wicked man who stands in the counsel 
of the ungodly. Internally, they know that their lives are not 

aligned with the Word of God. God brings the prisoner to 
the end of his own wisdom and self-sufficiency. This is part 
of the redemptive work of God, aimed to lead the prisoner 
to look outside of himself for help. That is the conclusion 
that the psalmist has reached, “There was none to help”  
(v. 12). It is from this point of helplessness that prison-
ers begin to cry out. Are you at this point—realizing that 
help will come from no quarter but from above, from  
God Himself? 

Here’s encouragement when you find yourself in that 
position: “Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble.” 
The Lord is the only one who can help the prisoner. Even 
believers who have been saved from the power of sin must 
relearn this lesson of being weaned from our wisdom and 
self-sufficiency. The encouragement continues because God 
hears the cries of the prisoner. He sends His Son to enter 
prison and put on the chains of the prisoner. He takes the 
place of the prisoner and sets him free (Isa. 61:1). He shat-
ters the iron bars and chains, breaks open the prison door, 
and sheds the glorious light of freedom into the dungeon of 
your own making. When He sets the prisoner free, you shall 
be free indeed (John 8:36). 

How should we respond? Oh, that men would praise 
the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to 
the children of men! The chains have been broken and you 
must not return to those chains (Gal. 5:1). You no longer 
serve your slavish master, sin, but you are freed to serve 
God (Rom. 6:18). You are free to live to the glory of God, 
free to move and sing to the glory of God! Are you still a 
prisoner? Cry out to Him! Have you been set free? Praise 
and glorify Him! 

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email him: kuivenhoven.maarten@
gmail.com.

MAY/JUNE 2017  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  131

PICTURES of REDEMPTION (2)

The Prisoner
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Jesus, Thy boundless love to me
No thought can reach, no tongue  
 declare;
Unite my thankful heart with Thee
And reign without a rival there.
To Thee alone, dear Lord, I live;
Myself to Thee, dear Lord, I give.

O, grant that nothing in my soul
May dwell but Thy pure love alone!
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole,
My joy, my treasure, and my crown!
All coldness from my heart remove;
My every act, word, thought, be love.

This love unwearied I pursue
And dauntlessly to Thee aspire.
Oh, may Thy love my hope renew
Burn in my soul like heavenly fire!
And day and night be all my care
To guard this sacred treasure there.

My Savior, Thou Thy love to me
In shame, in want, in pain, hast showed;
For me, on the accursed tree,
Thou pourest forth Thy guiltless blood;
Thy wounds upon my heart impress,
Nor aught shall the loved stamp efface.

More hard than marble is my heart,
And foul with sins of deepest stain;
But Thou the mighty Savior art,
Nor flowed thy cleansing blood in vain;
Ah soften, melt this rock, and may
Thy blood wash all these stains away!

O that I, as a little child,
May follow Thee, and never rest
Till sweetly Thou hast breathed Thy mild
And lowly mind into my breast!
Nor ever may we parted be,
Till I become as one with Thee.

Still let Thy love point out my way;
How wondrous things Thy love hath  
 wrought!
Still lead me, lest I go astray;
Direct my word, inspire my thought;
And if I fall, soon may I hear
Thy voice, and know that love is near.

In suffering be Thy love my peace,
In weakness be Thy love my power;
And when the storms of life shall cease,
Jesus, in that important hour,
In death as life be Thou my guide,
And save me, who for me hast died.

          —PAUL GERHARDT


