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Father of mercies, in Thy Word
What endless glory shines!
Forever be Thy Name adored
For these celestial lines.

Here may the wretched sons of want
Exhaustless riches find;
Riches above what earth can grant,
And lasting as the mind.

Here the fair tree of knowledge grows
And yields a free repast;
And richer fruits than nature shows
Invite the longing taste.

Amidst these gloomy wilds below,
When dark and sad we stray,
Here beams of heaven relieve our woe,
And guide to endless day.

Here springs of consolation rise
To cheer the fainting mind,
And thirsty souls receive supplies,
And sweet refreshment find.

Here the Redeemer’s welcome voice
Spreads heavenly peace around
And life and everlasting joys
Attend the blissful sound.

Oh, may these hallowed pages be
Our joy by day and night,
And still new beauties may we see,
And still increasing light.

Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
O grant our fervent prayer,
Teach us to love Thy sacred Word,
And view the Savior there.

—ANNE STEELE
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SpEcIAL ISSUE ON FAMILY wORShIp
In this issue, we reprint five articles from former centuries underscoring the impor-
tance and value of family worship . In our modern fast-paced society, we need this 
reminder to persevere in serious daily family worship . Let us always remember 
that as goes family worship, so goes the family; as goes the family, so goes the 
church; as goes the church, so goes the nation .
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Very little is known about this man Enoch except that he 
was “translated,” or taken up. These words are like a bright 
light in the midst of a very dark and despairing chapter of 
the Bible, where the recurring words “and he died…and he 
died…” sound forth like the doleful tolling of bells. This is 
the bitter fulfillment of the words to Adam, “In the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Lamech, seventh 
in the line of Cain, was the epitome of evil; Enoch, the 
seventh from Adam, was the picture of righteousness. Life 
and death, heaven and hell set against one another. In what 
way were they different?

First, Enoch walked with God. It is to Enoch and Noah 
alone that these three marvellous words are applied. They 
imply the closest possible personal communion with God, 
as if walking right next to God. This must be separated from 
other Old Testament concepts, like walking before God and 
walking after God (Gen. 17:1 and Deut. 13:4), which describe 
blameless conduct. Enoch walked in nearness to God, in the 
closest of intimacy. But it also means that Enoch obeyed 
God because to walk with God means to walk in obedience 
to God and His revealed will. The New Testament casts 
some light on this man, as to what brought this about: “By 
faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and 
was not found, because God had translated him: for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God” 
(Heb. 11:5). What set Enoch apart was his faith in God, as 
the writer of the Hebrews goes on to say in the next verse: 
“without faith it is impossible to please him.”

But Jude tells us also that Enoch, like Noah after him, 
was a preacher of the righteousness of God. He heralded the 
righteous judgment of God upon the ungodly of his day for 
their ungodly words and works. Only an intimate knowledge 
of the Holy God recognizes that “God is light and in him 
is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). 

Then we read those mysterious words attached to Enoch, 
“and he was not; for God took him.” The word took implies 
“to take to oneself ” which means that God came and took 
him to his heavenly home. What a wonderful message of 

hope to those living in the days of Enoch, that death does 
not have the final say. As Calvin says, “God designed to 
elevate the minds of his saints with certain faith before their 
death; and to mitigate, by this consolation, the dread which 
they might entertain of death, seeing they would know that 
a better life was elsewhere laid up for them.” Surely, after 
Enoch was translated, many came to believe in and walk 
with the One whom he had proclaimed? Enoch, however, 
is only a foretaste or picture of the resurrection of the saints. 
Its full significance is found only in Christ as the One in 
whom the curse of death is overcome. “He that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live” (John 11:25). In 
Christ alone is the awful curse of the fall reversed; in Him, 
the words “and he died…” are set in glorious relief to “He 
was raised….” And Christ, being our glorious Head, goes 
before us as the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep in 
Him. At His coming, we shall be gathered to Him. What 
a glorious prospect for the Christian! In this body, we, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan as we await the 
redemption of our bodies and so, with the rest of creation 
we eagerly await His coming (Rom. 8:23). When that glori-
ous day comes, all who, like Enoch, have walked with God 
will be with God. 

But how are we, the faithful, then to walk with God? 
Paul says we are called to “walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith [we] are called, with all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love…. Walk 
in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself 
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling 
savor. But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, 
let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints” 
(Eph. 4:1± 2, 5:2± 3). Is this not the walk that marks those 
who wait for His appearing, watching and waiting for Him 
to take them home? This was the walk that marked Enoch, 
which set him apart from the rest, and he was taken up with 
resurrection power.

Dr. Arthur Miskin  is a professor at Mukhanyo Theological School in South 
Africa.

MEDITATION 
ReV. ARTHUR MISKIN“And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him” (Genesis 5:24) .

“And Enoch Walked 
With God”
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The Uses 
of the Law
Deuteronomy 5:6–21 

Editorial  |   dr. JoEl r. BEEkE

The law is God’s revealed will for the life of angels in heaven 
and humans on earth. As such, it is called the moral law. 
Three great summaries of the moral law have been given in 
history. First, God charged Adam and Eve to “be fruitful 
and multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it,” adding 
that “of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die” (Gen. 1:28; 2:16, 17).

The second summary was given by God to Moses at 
Sinai in Ten Commandments, written with the finger of 
God and graven on stone tablets (Ex. 31:18; 32:16). This 
summary is reported in Exodus 20 and in Deuteronomy 
5. The whole body of Mosaic legislation, including the 
directory for worship known as the ceremonial law, and the 
various civil laws given to Israel “as a body politic” (West-
minster Confession, 19.3± 4), is only the outworking of these 
“ten words,” as they are called in Hebrew.

Finally, the Lord Jesus Christ, challenged to identify 
the great commandment of the law, reduced all to just two 
commandments: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” 
(Matt. 22:37± 40). 

Under the gospel, the ceremonial law has been abrogated 
and the judicial law has expired. But, written on the human 
heart at creation, ratified as the covenant of works and con-
firmed by Christ, the moral law continues to bind all human 
beings to obey it. Of what use is the law to mankind in 

general? Before the fall, the law directed Adam to a blessed 
way of life. After the fall, it can only serve to restrain sin, 
expose human sinfulness, condemn every sinner, and show 
how much we need Christ as the only Savior. Paul writes, 
“By the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20); “I had not 
known sin, but by the law” (Rom. 7:7). 

So the moral law is the teacher of sin. Fallen, sinful 
human beings remain moral agents by nature, accountable 
to their Maker. Their conduct must be judged by His law. 
“Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of the 
law of God” (Shorter Catechism, Q. 14). This definition 
frees us from slavish conformity to the laws and command-
ments of men, but it brings us face to face with the righteous 
demands of a holy God.

Because Christ blotted out “the handwriting of ordi-
nances that was against us…and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross” (Col. 2:14), some have taught that the 
moral law is no longer binding on Christians as “ justified 
persons.” But this “handwriting” was the law’s sentence of 
condemnation on all who disobey. Christ died to atone for 
our sins, thus voiding that sentence of condemnation. 

But the law is still of great use to the Christian. It 
teaches him to know his own sinful nature, to be earnest 
in seeking forgiveness of sin and righteousness in Christ, to 
hate all sin and to delight in all righteousness. It is a mark 
of grace to love God’s law as a rule of life (Ps. 119:97). The 
child of God wants to please his heavenly Father by doing 
His will on earth. Faith moves him, grace enables him, love 
constrains him, and the law of God directs him in the new 
life of obedience in Christ.
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ThE 
perseverance 
OF Saints

In the context of the Old Testament, no promise of God is 
more astonishing than the one recorded in Jeremiah 32:40: 
“I will not turn away from them, to do them good…they 
shall not depart from me.” As summarized in Psalms 78 
and 106, Israel’s history reveals that they often departed 
from the living God, turning aside to idols and falling into 
grievous sin; so He turned away from them in His wrath, 
until they repented and cried out to Him in their misery.

Jeremiah must have rejoiced to hear of a day when this 
endless cycle of human unfaithfulness and divine chastise-
ment would give way to a very different relationship between 
God and His people, in the form of a new and everlasting 
covenant. The law graven on tablets of stone would be writ-
ten on the very hearts of the people, and all would know the 
Lord and be forgiven, restored, and renewed by His grace. 
God would then continue to persevere with His people, and 
His people with Him.

This promise embodies the doctrine of the perseverance 
of the saints. But who are these saints? Why do they con-
tinue or persevere? In what things do they persevere?

Much depends on what is meant by “saints.” In the pre-
Reformation church, a saint was defined as “one whose 
holiness of life and heroic virtue have been confirmed and 
recognized by the church’s official process of beatification 
and canonization” (Catholic Dictionary, p. 469). Though 
deceased, they are remembered, venerated, and invoked in 
public worship and private devotion, as though they could 
hear and answer our prayers. In this view, saints are excep-
tional in the membership of the church. They were better 
than they had to be and did more than duty required, and 
so have acquired a store of merit to bring to the aid of less 
holy or less virtuous Christians. So they are accorded feast 
days and shrines, and fill a substantial place in the devotion 
of those who invoke them.

Nothing could be more contrary to the biblical idea of 
sainthood. Simply put, all Christians are saints. They have 
been sanctified or set apart by God as His people. Biblical 
sainthood depends not on what we do, but on what God 
does in us by His Word and Holy Spirit.

God the Father has made an everlasting covenant of 
grace with us, and adopted us for His children and heirs. 
God the Son has washed us in His blood from all our sins 
and incorporated us into the fellowship of His death and 
resurrection. God the Holy Ghost dwells in us and sancti-
fies us to be members of Christ, applying to us that which 
we have in Christ, namely, the washing away of our sins and 
the daily renewing of our lives. Such is the portion of all 
who belong to Christ and are joined to Him by a true faith.

As such, all believers are “kept by the power of God 
unto salvation” (1 Pet. 1:5). God perseveres with us, and so 
we persevere with Him. God’s sovereignty means that what 
God does stays done. We are safe in His hands, under His 
protection, calling on His name and resting in His love.

In what do we persevere? In faith, believing in God, 
trusting in His Word, and hoping in His promises; in 
repenting from sin; in denying ourselves and following 
Christ, striving for holiness of life; in seeking to know God’s 
will and to do those things that please Him. Such are the 
fruits that accompany justifying faith. It is a disturbing 
sign when such fruits are lacking in a professing Christian. 
Christ warns of temporary faith (Matt. 13:18± 22); Paul 
denounces those “having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof ” (2 Tim. 3:5); James declares that “faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone” (James 2:17). So 
Paul exhorts us, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith; prove your own selves” (2 Cor. 13:5). 

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Editorial  |   dr. JoEl r. BEEkE

JEREMIAH 32:40



NAHUM, A MUCH-IGNORED PROPHET, records one of the 
grandest descriptions of God in all Scripture. Nahum, whose 
name means compassion or consolation, reveals God in terms 
of His justice, power, and goodness, artfully and theologi-
cally intertwining the message of judgment and grace. His 
message of consolation to Israel was that God would judge 
Nineveh, a great and bloody city, a city full of lies and rob-
beries, a city whose savagery was proverbial both in Scripture 
and its own records. A century earlier, the city was spared 
because they had repented at the preaching of Jonah, but 
now judgment would fall on a new generation whose gross 
iniquities would find no pardon. It was inevitable. 

Nahum’s oracle against Nineveh is timeless because God 
always deals with sinners and saints the same way. Sinners 
of every age and place must learn not to trif le with God, 
and saints of every age and place must learn to rest secure 
in divine grace and goodness. Nahum’s warning to sinners 
in the 7th century B.C. of the terrible vengeance of God 
points every sinner to repent and to find God’s infinite 
goodness that secures every saint. This Song of Majesty 
highlights three truths about God that are compelling rea-
sons for repentance and rejoicing. 

GOD’S JUSTIcE IS INFLExIBLE
Without partiality, God gives to every sinner his due. His 
character demands it, and sinners deserve it. In verse 2, 
Nahum underscores four aspects of God’s character that ren-
der the sinner’s punishment necessary. First, God is jealous. 
This does not imply that God is given to petty suspicions, 
but that He demands total loyalty and exclusive allegiance 
and worship. Divine jealousy refers to the Lord’s fervent and 
hot zeal for His own glory, for truth, and for His people. He 
will not share His glory with another and is intolerant of any 
competing allegiance (see Exod. 34:14; Deut. 4:24). 

Second, God is an avenger. The word “revenge” (also 
translated “take vengeance”) occurs three times, binding 
the verse together. God’s wrath is the consequence of and 
demonstration of His jealousy. The verbal forms express the 
habitual consistency of this divine behavior. Ironically, the 
word for vengeance differs from Nahum’s name meaning 

“comfort” in only one letter. Comfort gives way to con-
demnation. This vengeance is not capricious or whimsical; 
it f lows not out of temper but out of nature. It is not vin-
dictiveness or malice but His righteous demand of justice. 

Third, God is furious, literally, “master of wrath.” The 
idiom means that God is good at executing wrath. Just and 
terrible are His judgments. There is no wrath like divine 
wrath; there is no fury like divine fury. It stands as a warn-
ing not to take God lightly or dismiss His law. 

Fourth, God is a watcher (translated “he reserveth”). 
He observes or keeps watch over; nothing escapes His 
omniscience. He sees all; He knows all. Consequently, His 
judgments are infallible (see Heb. 4:13). Sinners must be 
warned that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of such 
a fearful and justly angry God.

Inf lexible justice is served as sinners get what they 
deserve. Nahum describes the objects of God’s wrath as 
enemies (literally, “haters”) and adversaries, those who are 
His foes. The terms speak of both the objective state of 
alienation from God and the subjective display of hostil-
ity toward God. By nature they are children of wrath; by 
behavior, they are children of disobedience. Significantly, 
the terms express a mutual hostility. Neither side is passive, 
but one side is helpless, as God will put all His enemies 
under His feet. This is a sobering word that God will not 
in any way acquit the wicked (v. 3). His justice is inf lexible, 
and there is nothing more fearful than to get from God 
exactly what is deserved.

GOD’S pOwER IS IRRESISTIBLE
God’s power is in focus in verses 3± 6 and is summed up 
declaratively in the explicit statement that He is “great 
in power.” Nahum explains this divine power from three 
perspectives. First, God’s power is tempered by patience. 
Verse 3 begins with the statement that “the Lord is slow 
to anger,” or more literally, “long of nostrils.” This is a fre-
quent image for patience and longsuffering, the idea being 
that it takes a long time for the Lord’s nose to become red 
or hot. This bold and graphic anthropomorphism suggests 
that the Lord’s anger does not f lare up unreasonably or 
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uncontrollably. Most significant is its link to God’s power. 
Human vengeance always reckons from the vantage of 
potential weakness; it must be swift so that the opposition 
does not somehow get the upper hand. But divine vengeance 
delays, not out of weakness but out of strength. If God 
were less powerful, He would be less patient. Because He is 
omnipotent, there is no threat or possibility that the enemy 
could ever gain an advantage. God can be as patient as He 
is because He is as powerful as He is. 

Second, God’s power is proven by providence. Nahum 
focuses on God’s rule over natural creation to illustrate His 
control over the spiritual. The Lord governs the heavens, 
the air, and the sky. These are beyond man’s control but 
reveal evidence of divine movement, as even the clouds are 
the dust of His feet. He controls the seas and rivers, set-
ting their shores and altering their course at will. Things 
which are uncontrollable by man are the servants of God. 
Most likely, this alludes to the Red Sea and Jordan that 
dried up according to His word. The Lord also governs the 
earth. The prophet mentions Bashan, Carmel, and Leba-
non, places noted for their fertility, as evidence that God 
can remove their prosperity as easily as He gave it. The 
mountains, symbolic of what is most stable, must quake at 
God’s presence. Certainly, if God has power and authority 
to govern all creation, there is no man who can withstand 
Him. That’s the next point.

Third, God’s power is executed in His judgment. The 
questions of verse 6 answer themselves: “Who can stand 
before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness 
of his anger?” If the majestic mountains melt before Him, 
how can puny man stand. Psalm 1:5 explicitly declares that 
the ungodly will not be able to stand in the day of judg-
ment. Sinners will have no defense, no excuse, no ground on 
which to stand. God’s judgment will issue forth like the fire 
and brimstone that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah and like 
molten lava f lowing irresistibly from an erupting volcano, 
destroying everything in its path. Sinners must be warned to 
f lee the wrath to come. But that raises the question: where 
can sinners go?

GOD’S GOODNESS IS IMMENSE
Ironically, hope for salvation is found in the source of the 
wrath. It is impossible to outrun His wrath, so the alterna-
tive is to run to Him. He is as powerful in grace as He is in 
justice. Nahum’s assertion, “The Lord is good” echoes the 
psalmist: “For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; 
and plenteous in mercy to all them that call upon thee”
(Ps. 86:5). That says it all! 

Two specific thoughts in verse 7 expound on God’s gra-
cious benevolence to His people. First, it is effective. The 
Lord is the place of safety for His people. He is a refuge or 
stronghold that is accessible to those in trouble and a secure 
fortress that is impregnable from any threat of calamity. To 
be safe in the arms of Jesus, who is the security for salva-
tion, is to be out of the reach of hostile danger and most 
significantly to be out of reach of the wrath of God that will 
be let loose against sinners outside of Christ.

Second, God’s gracious goodness is infallible: “he 
knoweth them that trust in him.” The word “trust” has 
the idea of finding refuge and security. It is one of the 
principal words for faith in the Old Testament and is most 
fitting to describe the confident sense of security belonging 
to those who seek and find their refuge in the Lord Him-
self, the only sure strong hold. Nahum parallels Paul who 
said, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His…” 
(2 Tim. 2:19). He knows His people collectively and indi-
vidually, evidenced in His thorough, efficient care, concern, 
and special interest. Indeed, how immeasurably great is the 
goodness of God!

Nahum’s song in praise of God’s majesty serves an 
evangelistic purpose by warning sinners to see the terror 
of divine justice and to f lee to Christ. There will be no 
mistakes on the Day of Judgment, a day that is certain to 
come. Zephaniah offers a fitting conclusion and application 
to Nahum’s song: “Seek ye the Lord…it may be ye shall be 
hid in the day of the Lord’s anger” (Zeph. 2:3).

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Before the Lord Jesus brings the gospel to a Samaritan woman 
and saves her (ch. 4), He first brings the gospel to a Jewish 
ruler, Nicodemus. This chapter may seem disconnected with 
sections that are difficult to understand, but a closer study of 
it will yield some beautiful truths. 

Christ is bringing the gospel of salvation to God’s ancient 
people, the Jews. Though there is discussion, there seems to 
be no positive response (unlike in chapter 4), but that does 
not take away from Christ’s glorious presentation of God’s 
saving purpose! Religious people, both then and now, and 
especially those who seem to know the Bible so well, don’t 
think they need a radical salvation. They are too proud or 
cling too much to their own ideas and strength for salvation. 
God makes clear that salvation begins with Him and His 
love for a lost world. The good news is that He so loved the 
world that He gave His Son that sinners might not perish, 
but live through faith in Him (v. 16). This salvation involves 
three things: a new birth (vv. 1± 8); healing (vv. 9± 21); and 
marriage to Christ (vv. 22± 36).

thE NE w Birth
A knock at the door is heard where Jesus is staying in Jerusa-
lem. It’s nighttime in the holy city. Outside the door stands a 
religious heavyweight, Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhe-
drin, a ruler of the Jews. Inside is Jesus, the Word made f lesh. 
Outside it is dark; inside is the Light of the world. This ought 
to be an interesting encounter, don’t you think? Something 
is drawing Nicodemus to visit this Jesus he has heard of, but 
it has to be under the cover of darkness. No one can know; 
what would people think of him? 

Just prior to Christ’s encounter with Nicodemus, John tells 
us that though many people in Jerusalem believed in Christ’s 
name, Christ did not commit Himself to them because He 
knew what was in their heart (2:23± 25). We don’t know 
what Christ knew, but He clearly saw their thoughts and 
knew their minds. No doubt, one of those many people was 
Nicodemus. He must have “believed” in Christ in the sense 
that he was impressed by His miracles and His teaching. He 
saw that Jesus was not a normal man, and this intrigued him. 

Jesus, on the other hand, didn’t need to get to know Nico-
demus better, for, as John explains, He knows “what is in 
man” (v. 25). So when this “man from the Pharisees” (3:1) 
came to Jesus, Jesus knew him backward and forward. He 
saw his darkened heart and mind, which was at enmity with 
God no matter how far he had come in religion. Nicodemus 
may have thought he was enlightened by knowing the law, but 
real light involves a change of heart that only Jesus can give. 

Nicodemus didn’t know of this light yet. He thought he 
was safe in the night. Unwittingly, Nicodemus steps into the 

room of the One who searches the heart. The night is no 
obstacle to Him, for the darkness and the light are both alike 
to Him (Ps. 139:16). Nicodemus is the first to speak: “Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
him” (v. 2). These words to Jesus were probably intended as a 
compliment. Yet, in light of who Christ truly is, Nicodemus’s 
compliment falls disastrously short. He is not just a Teacher 
sent from God; He is the Word made f lesh. He was with 
God before creation. He is God. He is full of grace and truth. 

Despite his religion, despite being impressed with Jesus, 
despite his compliment of Jesus, Nicodemus is clearly not in 
the Kingdom of heaven, and Jesus tells him so in no uncertain 
terms: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (v. 3). In the words 
of the Sermon on the Mount, “Except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no case enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20). 
Nicodemus needs a change, a new birth. He needs to be born 
of water and the Spirit to be a part of the kingdom of Christ. 
This is the only way that Jesus will be more than a teacher to 
him. Only the Son of God in our nature will be Surety for 
sinners, and Nicodemus needs to recognize his sin and guilt 
before he is ready to look to Christ as the Son of God and as 
a Surety for his guilty soul. 

Jesus’ basic point in the rest of His teaching to Nicodemus 
is this: “Nicodemus, you are a teacher of the law. You should 
know the Scriptures. And if you knew the Scriptures and 
your own law, you should have known that you are not just 
ignorant and in need of a teacher; you are a sinner in need 
of a Savior. You are spiritually dead, like those dry bones on 
the valley f loor in Ezekiel’s vision (Ezek. 37:1± 10). You need 
the Word of God and the Spirit of God to remake you and 
breathe life into your soul.” This proud religious leader needs 
to be humbled. He must die to himself and recognize that his 
own knowledge of salvation comes short of God’s glory. Only 
when he becomes small in his own sight can Christ become 
his everything.

This message is hard for Nicodemus to take, as it is for all 
religious people. “You are f lesh, Nicodemus, and f lesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven, no matter how 
hard your f lesh tries. I haven’t simply come to continue and 
complete what others have started. I, the Creator, have come 
to recreate! I do this by water, which cleanses from sin, and 
my Spirit, who gives new life, as Ezekiel prophesied (Ezek. 
36:20± 24). No one can command this Spirit to do His renew-
ing work. Just as the wind blows where the Creator wants it 
to go, so the Spirit cannot be dictated (John 3:8). You can 
recognize the effects, but you can’t command Him.”was safe in the night. Unwittingly, Nicodemus steps into the 
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thE hE aliNG
This cuts Nicodemus off at the ground. There suddenly seems 
to be no hope for him. But there is hope! Christ continues in 
this vein: “Think back, Nicodemus, to your study of the law. 
Do you remember the story of the serpent lifted up on the 
pole? Any Israelite who was bitten could look to that serpent 
and be healed. They could be made alive! That’s a picture of 
what God is doing by sending His Son to this earth. I will be 
lifted up on the cross, and whoever looks at Me in faith will 
be healed and will live! Do you recognize the love of God 
behind that, Nicodemus? God has purposed, in love to His 
rebellious world, to save perishing people like yourself. Look 
up toward heaven. Tear your focus from the ground, where 
death is all around, and lift your eyes high, to the cross. Come 
to the light, that you might know God working this saving 
grace in you” (John 3:21).

We meet Nicodemus again, later in this gospel, and can see 
how he comes step by step into the light of Christ (7:45± 52; 
19:39). The Spirit, who blows where He wills (v. 8), has willed 
to remake him. It is touching that we meet Nicodemus next to 
the cross. He must have thought back to what Christ had said 
about the Son of man being lifted upÐ that whosoever believes 
in Him will not perish (John 3:15). Not only did Nicodemus 
literally see Christ lifted up, but Nicodemus was spiritually 
renewed as Christ took Nicodemus’s place on the cross. Nico-
demus had died to himself, his own knowledge, his own view 
of Christ. And Christ had given him a rebirth, enlightening 
his heart. He had experienced the love of God in the gift of 
His Son. He would now not perish but have everlasting life!

thE M arriaGE
When we come to the third part of the chapter, we might 
think it is disconnected from this truth Christ was teaching 
Nicodemus. John turns back to John the Baptist and his final 
testimony. However, when we realize that John the Baptist 
was sent to the ancient people of God, the Jews, to prepare the 
way of the Lord, we can see the connection. As the friend of 
the Bridegroom (v. 29), John is eager to see many come into 
saving union with Christ. They need to be born again, yes, 
but they also need to be married to Christ.

Even though Christ had already begun His ministry, John 
the Baptist continued to point to Christ. He didn’t resign or 
retire, but kept doing his task faithfully, and that was to pre-
pare the world for the kingdom of Christ, the coming of the 
Lord. To the people who were clinging to him, John said, as 
it were: “Don’t stay with the friend of the Bridegroom. You 
need the Bridegroom Himself. He is at the center. Don’t stay 
on the margin of things. Don’t just go through the rite of 
baptism, but be married to Christ!”

That is why, in verse 29, John compares himself to a best 
man. He is a friend of the Bridegroom. He has come to be a 

witness, pointing everyone to the Bridegroom and taking all 
joy in this. Not John, but the Bridegroom must be honored 
and exalted. What a big lesson this is for us! Our happiness 
and fulfillment should hang on Christ being lifted highÐ not 
on ourselves and what we accomplish, but all the glory and 
honor going to Christ. 

Jesus is the Savior of the world, the way out of darkness 
that we ourselves created. He came so close to us, despite our 
darkened hearts. We should all want to be fully committed 
to Him and to His kingdom. If we have Christ, we have life 
(v. 36); if we don’t have Him, we are still dead and under 
condemnation. But if we are married to Him, we will have 
everything we need, for “the Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand” (v. 35). 

In other words, with this Christ as our own, we will never 
come short. If you can see how empty your life is and how 
condemnable you are, you will scarcely believe this is pos-
sible. Married to Christ? Receiving His identity? Inheriting 
all things through Him? Do you want to be His bride and 
be part of His family? Why stay in the shadows of religion, 
like Nicodemus, struggling to find salvation where it can’t be 
found? Christ has come to earth, and the Spirit is still giving 
new life to dead sinners. It is the work of the triune God to 
remake, heal, and marry sinners to Christ. The Spirit gives a 
new birth to sinners, Christ bled and died that sinners might 
have life, and the Father marries His Son to a sinful bride. 
Have you ever heard more wonderful news?

QUE S tioNS
1. Do you recognize yourself at all in Nicodemus? Do you have 

difficulties coming out for your faith when others seem hos-
tile to it?

2. What does it mean to die to ourselves and be born again by 
water and the Spirit? Make it concrete. 

3. Jesus knows our hearts. This might seem frightening, but 
can also be comforting. Can you explain why? 

4. Verses 16± 17 speak about Christ’s mission. How does His 
mission ref lect God’s character, and how do you see the role 
of grace in this mission? What do these verses mean for  
your life? 

5. Verse 20 speaks of the contrast of light and darkness. Do you 
think there are gray areas in God’s kingdom? Why or why not?

6. In verses 27± 29, John testifies of Christ. What role does he 
give himself compared to the Messiah? What does this tell 
us about the way he sees his mission?

7. How does Christ increase when we decrease? Why is this so 
important? 

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free 
Reformed churches of North America.
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Thanks to a recent survey by Ligonier Ministries and Lifeway 
Research, we now know the biggest heresy in America. Push-
ing errors regarding the Trinity and the church into second 
and third place is the denial of the Bible’s teaching about 
the doctrine of sin, especially in the related areas of human 
depravity and human inability. I say “related” because what 
we believe about human depravity impacts what we believe 
about human ability; what we are determines what we can 
or cannot do.

Regarding human depravity, the research showed:
  • 67% agree that “everyone sins at least a little, but most 

people are by nature good.”
  • 40% agree that “God loves me because of the good I 

do or have done.”
Regarding human inability, the statistics were:
  • Only 16% agree with the doctrine that says “people 

do not have the ability to turn to God on their own 
initiative.”

  • 71% of Americans agree that “an individual must con-
tribute his/her own effort for personal salvation.”

  • 64% of Americans agree that “a person obtains peace 
with God by first taking the initiative to seek God 
and then God responds with grace.”

In summary, the vast majority believe that:
  • Though we sin a little, by nature we are good.
  • We can do good and God rewards our good deeds by 

loving us.
  • We have the ability to turn to God on our own initia-

tive.
  • Salvation involves us taking the initiative that God 

then responds to.

From Polls to the BiBle
But now, let’s turn from our culture and from the polls to the 
Word of God, to hear what God says about human deprav-
ity and human inability. The Bible teaches that because of 
human depravity we have human inability. Here’s what the 
Bible teaches about our natural spiritual condition and abili-
ties. Notice the repeated emphasis on what we cannot do.

1. You cannot think a good thought or desire a good desire: “And 
God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5).

2. You cannot bring anything clean out of your own heart or life: 
“Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.” 
(Job 14:4).

3. You cannot see, understand, or enter the kingdom of God: 
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3). “Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

4. You cannot come to Jesus in your own strength: “No man can 
come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him” 
(John 6:44).

5. You cannot produce any good spiritual fruit: “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing” (John 15:5)

6. You cannot obey God: “The carnal mind is enmity against 
God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be” (Rom. 8:7).

7. You cannot please God: “So then they that are in the f lesh 
cannot please God” (Rom. 8:8)

8. You cannot know spiritual things: “The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritu-
ally discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14)

9. You cannot savingly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord: “No man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 
12:3; Matt. 16:17).

Why so imPortant?
Why is it so important to believe the Bible’s teaching in 
this area? First, unless we know how serious our sickness is, 
we won’t see our urgent need of the Good Doctor, Jesus 
Christ, and we will be slow, or refuse, to call upon Him for 
mercy and grace.

Second, this is good news because we can tell people to 
stop trying to do what they cannot do and start trusting in 
Christ alone for salvation. What a huge relief when we finally 
grasp: “I cannot, but Christ can…and did.”

Third, because we will give God all the glory when we are 
saved by Him. We will realize that salvation truly is of the 
Lord (Jonah 2:9; John 1:12± 13; Rom. 9:16). And if salvation 
is totally, completely, and entirely of the Lord, then we will 
take no credit to ourselves but give God all the glory both 
now and forever (1 Cor. 1:31; Rev. 1:5± 6).

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids and pastor of the Free 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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Family WORSHiP | OliVER HEyWOOD

a Remedy for 
Decaying Religion

For your sakes, dear friends, I presume again to appear upon 
the public stage to be your faithful monitor, to prompt you 
to your duty, and to promote the work of God in your souls 
and the worship of God in your families. And I know not 
how a minister can employ his time, studies, and pen better 
(next to the conviction and conversion of particular souls), 
than in pressing upon householders a care of the souls under 
their charge. This hath a direct tendency to public refor-
mation. Religion begins in individuals and passeth on to 
relatives, and lesser spheres of relationship make up greater: 
churches and commonwealths consist of families. There is a 
general complaint of the decay of the power of godliness and 
inundation of profaneness, and not without cause. I know 
no better remedy than domestic piety: if governors would 
teach their inferiors by counsels and examples; if they would 
severely discountenance and restrain offenses and zealously 
promote holiness and then call on God unitedly and ear-
nestly that He would efficaciously work what they cannot 
effect, who can tell what a blessed alteration would follow?

In vain do you complain of magistrates and ministers, 
while you that are householders are unfaithful to your trust. 
You complain that the world is in a bad state: what do you do 
to mend it? Do not so much complain of others as of your-
selves, and complain not so much to man as to God. Plead 
with Him for reformation, second also your prayers with 
earnest endeavors, sweep before your own doors, and act for 
God within your sphere. As you have more opportunity of 
familiarity with the inhabitants of your own house, so you 
have more authority over them from their dependence on 
you to inf luence them. And if you improve not this talent, 
you will have a dreadful account to give, especially as their 
blood will be required at your hands because their sin will 
be charged on your neglect.

Oh, sirs! Have you not sin enough of your own, but you 
must draw upon yourselves the guilt of your whole families? 
It is you that make bad times and bring down judgments on 
the nation. Would you rather see the agonies of your chil-
dren and hear them crying amidst infernal torments than 
speak a word to them for their instruction, hear them cry 

under your correction, or supplicate God for their salvation? 
You may imagine yourselves to be Christians, but I cannot 
judge that man worthy to be a fit communicant at the Lord’s 
Table that maintains not the worship of God ordinarily in 
his family. And he deserves admonition and censure for this 
sin of omission as well as for scandalous sins of commis-
sion; for he betrays his base hypocrisy in pretending to be a 
saint abroad, when he is a brute at home. For a right-bred 
Christian has respect to all God’s commandments. Such as 
are righteous before God walk “in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:6). Let these 
then go amongst the herd of the profane, and fare as they 
do at the last, that make no conscience of family or relative 
godliness. Such as will not pray now will cry too late, “Lord, 
Lord, open to us,” when the door is shut (Matt. 25:11). Yea, 
they that now will not cry for a crumb of mercy shall in 
hell cry out for a “drop of water, to quench their scorched 
tongues in those eternal torments” (Luke 16:22± 24). To 
these self-destroying hypocrites, I recommend the serious 
consideration of Proverbs 1:24± 31; Job 8:13± 15; 27:8± 10. 

O what an honor is it, that the King of heaven gives 
you an admittance into His presence-chamber with your 
families twice a day to confess your sins; to beg pardon and 
supplies of mercy; to give Him the glory of His goodness; 
and to lay your load on Him and get ease. I hope you will 
never be averse to it or weary of it. God forbid you should: 
you are not weary of meal times, if you be healthy. Know 
and keep these appointed times of coming to God. If you 
promise to meet a person of quality at such an hour when the 
clock strikes, you rise up, crave pardon, and tell the company 
that someone tarries for you, you must be gone. Take not 
more liberty with God than you would do with men, and 
keep your hearts continually in a frame for duty.

Oliver Heywood (1630 ± 1702) was a Puritan divine. Ejected from his pulpit 
in 1662, Heywood preached mainly in private homes after the Great Ejection. 
This article was taken from “The Family Altar,” The Works of Oliver Heywood, 
vol. 4, reprinted by Soli Deo Gloria Publications.
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There are some very important outward ordinances and 
means of grace that are plainly implied in the Word of 
God, but for the exercise of which we have few, if any, 
plain and positive precepts; rather are we left to gather 
them from the example of holy men and from various 
incidental circumstances. An important end is answered 
by this arrangement: trial is thereby made of the state of 
our hearts. It serves to make evident whether, because 
an expressed command cannot be brought requiring its 
performance, professing Christians will neglect a duty 
plainly implied. Thus, more of the real state of our minds 
is discovered, and it is made manifest whether we have 
or have not an ardent love for God and His service. This 
holds good both of public and family worship. Neverthe-
less, it is not at all difficult to prove the obligation of 
domestic piety.

Consider first the example of Abraham, the father of 
the faithful and the friend of God (James 2:23). It was for 
his domestic piety that he received blessing from Jehovah 
Himself: “For I know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment” (Gen. 
18:19). The patriarch is here commended for instructing 
his children and servants in the most important of all 
duties Ð “the way of the LORD”Ð the truth about His glo-
rious person, His high claims upon us, His requirements 
from us. Note well the words “he will command” them, 
that is, he would use the authority God had given him as a 
father and head of his house to enforce the duties of family 

godliness. Abraham also prayed with as well as instructed 
his family: wherever he pitched his tent, there he built “an 
altar unto the Lord” (Gen. 12:7; 13:4). Now, my readers, 
we may well ask ourselves, Are we “Abraham’s seed” (Gal. 
3:29) if we do not “the works of Abraham” (John 8:39) and 
neglect the weighty duty of family worship?

The examples of other holy men are similar to that of 
Abraham’s. Consider the pious determination of Joshua, 
who declared to Israel, “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD” (Josh. 24:15). Neither the exalted station 
that he held nor the pressing public duties that devel-
oped upon him were allowed to crowd out his attention 
to the spiritual well-being of his family. Again, when 
David brought back the ark of God to Jerusalem with joy 
and thanksgiving, after discharging his public duties, he 
“returned to bless his household” (2 Sam. 6:20). In addition 
to these eminent examples we may cite the cases of Job (Job 
1:5) and Daniel (Dan. 6:10). Limiting ourselves to only one 
in the New Testament, we think of the history of Timothy, 
who was reared in a godly home. Paul called to remem-
brance the “unfeigned faith” that was in him (2 Tim. 1:5), 
and added, “which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice.” Is there any wonder, then, that 
the apostle could say “from a child thou hast known the 
holy scriptures” (2 Tim. 3:15)!

On the other hand, we may observe what fearful 
threatenings are pronounced against those who disre-
gard this duty. We wonder how many of our readers have 
seriously pondered these awe-inspiring words: “Pour out 
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thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon 
the families that call not on thy name” (Jer. 10:25)! How 
unspeakably solemn to find that prayerless families are 
here coupled with the heathen that know not the Lord. 
Yet need that surprise us? Why, there are many heathen 
families who unite together in worshiping their false gods. 
And do not they put thousands of professing Christians to 
shame? Observe too that Jeremiah 10:25 recorded a fearful 
imprecation upon both classes alike: “Pour out thy fury….” 
How loudly should these words speak to us.

It is not enough that we pray as private individuals in 
our closets; we are required to honor God in our fami-
lies as well. At least twice each day, in the morning and 
in the evening, the whole household should be gathered 
together to bow before the LordÐ parents and childrenÐ
to confess their sins, to give thanks for God’s mercies, to 
seek His help and blessing. Nothing must be allowed to 
interfere with this duty: all other domestic arrangements 
are to bend to it. The head of the house is the one to lead 
the devotions, but if he be absent, or seriously ill, or an 
unbeliever, then the wife would take his place. Under no 
circumstances should family worship be omitted. If we 
would enjoy the blessing of God upon our family, then let 
its members gather together daily for praise and prayer. 
“Them that honour me I will honour” is His promise  
(1 Sam. 2:30).

Thomas Brooks said, “A family without prayer is like a 
house without a roof, open and exposed to all the storms of 
heaven.”1 All our domestic comforts and temporal mercies 
issue from the lovingkindness of the Lord, and the best we 
can do in return is to gratefully acknowledge, together, His 
goodness to us as a family. Excuses against the discharge of 
this sacred duty are idle and worthless. Of what avail will it 
be when we render an account to God for the stewardship 
of our families to say that we had not time available, work-
ing hard from morn until eve? The more pressing be our 
temporal duties, the greater our need of seeking spiritual 
succor. Nor may any Christian plead that he is not quali-
fied for such a work: gifts and talents are developed by use 
and not by neglect.

Family worship should be conducted reverently, ear-
nestly, and simply. It is then that the little ones will receive 
their first impressions and form their initial conceptions 
of the Lord God. Great care needs to be taken lest a false 
idea be given them of the divine character, and for this 
the balance must be preserved between dwelling upon 
His transcendency and His immanency, His holiness and 
His mercy, His might and His tenderness, His justice 
and His grace. Worship should begin with a few words of 
prayer invoking God’s presence and blessing. A short pas-
sage from His Word should follow, with brief comments 
thereon. Two or three verses of a psalm may be sung. Close 
with a prayer of committal into the hands of God. Though 

we may not be able to pray eloquently, we should pray ear-
nestly. Prevailing prayers are usually brief ones. Beware of 
wearying the young ones.

The advantages and blessings of family worship are 
incalculable. First, family worship will prevent much sin. 
It awes the soul, conveys a sense of God’s majesty and 
authority, sets solemn truths before the mind, and brings 
down benefits from God on the home. Personal piety in the 

home is a most inf luential means, under God, of conveying 
piety on the little ones. Children are largely creatures of 
imitation, loving to copy what they see in others.

“He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed 
a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that 
they should make them known to their children: that 
the generation to come might know them, even the chil-
dren which should be born; who should arise and declare 
them to their children: that they might set their hope 
in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments” (Ps. 78:5± 7). How much of the dreadful 
moral and spiritual conditions of the masses today may 
be traced back to the neglect of their fathers in this duty? 
How can those who neglect the worship of God in their 
families look for peace and comfort therein? Daily prayer 
in the home is a blessed means of grace for allaying those 
unhappy passions to which our common nature is subject. 
Finally, family prayer gains for us the presence and bless-
ing of the Lord. There is a promise of His presence that 
is peculiarly applicable to this duty (see Matt. 18:19± 20). 
Many have found in family worship that help and com-
munion with God that they sought for with less effect in 
private prayer.

1. Cited in Joel R. Beeke and Mark Jones, A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for 
Life (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2012), 876.
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a Family WiTHOUT PRayER iS liKE 
a HOUSE WiTHOUT a ROOF, 
OPEN aND ExPOSED TO all 

THE STORmS OF HEaVEN.
                                        —THOmaS bROOKS
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What God is  
to Families

ProPosition 1
God is the Founder of all families:  

therefore families should pray unto Him. 

The household society usually is of these three combina-
tions: husband and wife, parents and children, masters or 
servants: though there may be a family where all these are 
not, yet take it in its latitude, and all these combinations are 
from God. The institution of husband and wife is from God 
(Gen. 2:21± 24), and of parents and children, and masters 
and servants. And the authority of one over the other and 
the subjection of the one to the other is instituted by God 
and founded in the law of nature, which is God’s law. The 
persons, singly considered, have not their beings only from 
God, but the very being of this society is also from Him. 
And as a single person is therefore bound to devote himself 
to the service of God and pray unto Him, so a household 
society is therefore bound jointly to do the same because a 
society is from God. And hath God appointed this society 
only for the mutual comfort of the members thereof or of 
the whole, and not also for His own glory, even from the 
whole? And doth that household society live to God’s glory 
that does not serve Him and pray unto Him? Hath God 
given authority to the one to command and rule and the 
other a charge to obey only in reference to worldly things 
and not at all to spiritual? Can the comfort of the creature 
be God’s ultimate end? No, it is His own glory. Is one by 

authority from God and order of nature, “the master of the 
family,” so called in reference to his servants, as well as to his 
children, because of the care he should take of the souls of 
servants and of their worshipping God with him as well as 
of his children? And should he not improve this power that 
God hath given him over them all, for God and the welfare 
of all their souls in calling them jointly to worship God and 
pray unto Him? Let reason and religion judge.

ProPosition 2
God is the Owner of our families;  

therefore they should pray unto Him.

God being our absolute Owner and Proprietor, not only by 
reason of the supereminency of His nature, but also through 
the right of creation giving us our being and all we have, 
we ourselves and all that is ours (we and ours being more 
His than our own) are unquestionably bound to lay out 
ourselves for God, wherein we might be most useful for 
our Owner’s interest and glory. Whose are your families, if 
not God’s then? Will you disclaim God as your Owner? If 
you should, yet in some sense, you are His still, though not 
by resignation and wholly devoting of yourselves to Him. 
Whose would you have your families to be Ð God’s own or 
the devil’s own? Hath the devil any title to your families? 
And shall your families serve the devil, that hath no title 
to you either of creation, preservation, or redemption? And 
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will you not serve God, who by all this hath a title to you 
and an absolute, full propriety in you? If you will say your 
families are the devil’s, then serve him. But if you say they 
are God’s, then serve Him. Or will you say, “We are God’s, 
but we will serve the devil?” If you do not say so, yet if you 
do so, is it not as bad? Why are you not ashamed to do that, 
which you are ashamed to speak out and tell the world what 
you do? Speak, then, in the fear of God. If your families, 
as such, be God’s own, is it not reasonable that you should 
serve Him and pray unto Him?

ProPosition 3
God is the Master and Governor of your families— 

therefore, as such, they should serve Him in praying to Him.
If He be your Owner, He is your Ruler too; and doth He 
not give you laws to walk by and obey, not only as you are 
particular persons, but as you are a combined society? (Eph. 
5:25± 33; 6:1± 10; Col. 3:19± 25; 4:1) Is God, then, the Master 
of your family, and should not then your family serve Him? 
Do not subjects owe obedience to their governors? “A son 
honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be 
a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where 
is my fear?” (Mal. 1:6). Where, indeed? Not in prayerless, 
ungodly families.

ProPosition 4
God is the Benefactor of your families— 

therefore, they should serve God in praying to Him  
and praising of Him.

God doth not do you good and give you mercies only as 
individual persons, but also as a conjunct society. Is not the 
continuance of the master of the family, not only a mercy 
to himself, but to the whole family also? Is not the continu-
ance of the mother, children, and servants in life, health, 
and being, a mercy to the family? That you have a house to 
dwell together and food to eat togetherÐ do not you call 
these family-mercies? And do not these call aloud in your 
ears and to your consciences to give praises to your bountiful 
Benefactor together and to pray together for the continuance 
of these and the grant of more as you shall need them? It 
would be endless to declare how many ways God is a Bene-
factor to your families conjunctly; and you are shameless, 
if you do not conjunctly praise Him for His bounty. Such 
an house is rather a sty for swine than a dwelling-house for 
rational creatures.

May not God call out to such prayerless families, as to 
them in Jeremiah 2:31? “O generation, see ye the word of the 
LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of dark-
ness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come 
no more unto thee?” Hath God been forgetful of you? Speak, 
ye ungodly, prayerless families. Hath God been forgetful of 
you? No! Every morsel of bread which you eat tells you, God 

doth not forget you. Every time you see your table spread and 
food set on, you see God doth not forget you. “Why, then,” 
saith God, “will not this family come to me? When you have 
food to put into your children’s mouths Ð when they do not 
cry for bread, so that you are constrained to say, ‘I would, my 
poor hungry child! I would, but I have it not!’Ð Why then 
will you not come to me? Live together and eat together at 
my cost and care and charge, and yet be whole months and 
never come to me? And that your children have reason, rai-
ment, limbs, not born blind, and a thousand ways besides 
have I done you good,” may God say, “Why then will you live 
whole years together and never together come to me? Have 
you found one more able or more willing to do you good? 
That you never can. Why then are you so unthankful as not 
to come to me?”

You see, when God is a Benefactor to a people (and 
there is the same reason for families) and they do not serve 
Him, what monstrous wickedness it is! God hath kept you 
all safe in the night, and yet in the morning you do not say, 
“Where is the Lord that did preserve us? Come, come, let 
us give joint praises to Him!” God hath done you and your 
families good so many years; and yet you do not say, “Where 
is the Lord that hath done such great things for us? Come! 
Let us acknowledge His mercy together.” God hath car-
ried you through aff liction and sickness in the family: the 
plague hath been in the house, and yet you live Ð fevers have 
been in your houses, and yet you are alive Ð your spouse 
has been sick and recovered, children nigh to death, and 
yet restoredÐ and for all this you do not say, “Where is the 
Lord that kept us from the grave and saved us from the pit, 
that we are not among the dead!” And yet you do not pray 
to nor praise this your wonderful Benefactor together. Let 
the very walls within which these ungrateful wretches live 
be astonished at this! Let the very beams and pillars of their 
houses tremble! And let the very girders of the f loors on 
which they tread and walk be horribly afraid! That such as 
dwell in such an house together go to bed before they go to 
prayer together! Let the earth be amazed, that the families 
which the Lord doth nourish and maintain are rebellious 
and unthankful, being worse than the very ox that knoweth 
his owner and of less understanding than the very donkey 
(Isa. 1:2± 3)!

From what hath been said, I reason in this manner: if 
God be the Founder, Owner, Governor, and Benefactor of 
families, then families are jointly to worship God and pray 
unto Him.

Thomas Doolittle (c. 1632± 1707) was converted as a young man after reading 
Richard Baxter’s The Saints’ Rest. He was a gifted writer and preacher and one 
of the best-known Puritans of his day. This article was taken from “How May 
the Duty of Family Prayer Be Best Managed for the Spiritual Benefit of Every 
One in the Family?” Puritan Sermons 1659± 1689, Being the Morning Exercises at 
Cripplegate, Vol. 2, Richard Owen Roberts, Publisher.
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If we would die the Christian’s death, we must live his life. It 
is true that there are cases in which the Lord shows His mercy 
and His glory to men who are already lying on the deathbed, 
and says to them, as to the thief on the cross, “Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). The Lord still 
gives the church similar examples from time to time for the 
purpose of displaying His sovereign power by which, when 
He is pleased to do so, He can break the hardest hearts and 
convert the souls most estranged to show that all depends on 
His grace, and that He hath mercy on whom He will have 
mercy. Yet these are but rare exceptions on which you can-
not rely absolutely; if you wish to die the Christian’s death, 
you must live the Christian’s life. Your heart must be truly 
converted to the Lord; truly prepared for the kingdom; and 
trusting only in the mercy of Christ, desirous of going to 
dwell with Him. Now, my brethren, there are various means 
by which you can be made ready in life to obtain at a future 
day a blessed end. It is on one of the most efficacious of these 
means that we wish to dwell today. This means is family 
worship; that is, the daily edification which the members 
of a Christian family may mutually enjoy. “As for me and 
my house,” said Joshua to Israel, “we will serve the LORD” ( 
Josh. 24:15). We wish to give you the motives which should 
induce us to make this resolution of Joshua and the directions 
necessary to fulfill it.

whY FAMILY wORShIp?
1. To bring glory to God
But if the love of God be in your hearts, and if you feel that 
being bought with a price, you ought to glorify God in your 
bodies and spirits, which are His, where do you love to glorify 
Him rather than in your families and in your houses? You 
love to unite with your brethren in worshipping Him publicly 
in the church; you love to pour out your souls before Him in 
your closets. Is it only in the presence of that being with whom 
God has connected you for life and before your children that 
you cannot think of God? Is it then only, that you have no 
blessings to ascribe? Is it then only, that you have no mercies 
and protection to implore? You can speak of everything when 
with them; your conversation is upon a thousand different 
matters; but your tongue and your heart can not find room 
for one word about God! You will not look up as a family 
to Him who is the true Father of your family; you will not 
converse with your wife and your children about that Being 
who will one day perhaps be the only Husband of your wife, 

the only Father of your children! It is the gospel that has 
formed domestic society. It did not exist before it; it does not 
exist without it. It would, therefore, seem to be the duty of 
that society, full of gratitude to the God of the gospel, to be 
peculiarly consecrated to it. And yet, my brethren, how many 
couples, how many families there are, nominally Christian, 
and who even have some respect for religion, where God is 
never named! How many cases there are in which immortal 
souls that have been united have never asked one another 
who united them, and what their future destiny and objects 
are to be! How often it happens that, while they endeavor to 
assist each other in everything else, they do not even think 
of assisting each other in searching for the one thing need-
ful, in conversing, in reading, in praying, with reference to 
their eternal interests! Christian spouses! Is it in the f lesh 
and for time alone that you are to be united? Is it not in the 
spirit and for eternity also? Are you beings who have met by 
accident, whom another accident, death, is soon to separate? 
Do you not wish to be united by God, in God, and for God? 
Religion would unite your souls by immortal ties! But do not 
reject them; draw them, on the contrary, tighter every day, 
by worshipping together under the domestic roof. Voyagers 
on the same vessel converse of the place to which they are 
going; and will not you, fellow-travelers to an eternal world, 
speak together of that world, of the route which leads to it, of 
your fears and your hopes? “For many walk,” says St. Paul, “of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ” (Phil. 3:18); 
but “our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20).

2. To protect your children from sin
But if it be your duty to be engaged with reference to God 
in your houses for your own sakes, ought you not to be so 
engaged for the sakes of those of your households whose souls 
have been committed to your care, and especially for your 
children? You are greatly concerned for their prosperity, for 
their temporal happiness; but does not this concern make your 
neglect of their eternal prosperity and happiness still more 
palpable? Your children are young trees entrusted to you; your 
house is the nursery where they ought to grow, and you are the 
gardeners. But, oh! Will you plant those tender and precious 
saplings in a sterile and sandy soil? Yet this is what you are 
doing, if there be nothing in your house to make them grow 
in the knowledge and love of their God and Savior. Are you 
not preparing for them a favorable soil, from which they can 
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As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 
—JOSHUA 24:15

Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his! —NUMBERS 23:10



derive sap and life? What will become of your children in the 
midst of all the temptations that will surround them and draw 
them into sin? What will become of them in these troublous 
times, in which it is so necessary to strengthen the soul of the 
young man by the fear of God, and thus to give that fragile 
vessel the ballast needed for launching it upon the vast ocean?

Parents, if your children do not meet with a spirit of piety 
in your houses; if, on the contrary, your pride consists in sur-
rounding them with external gifts, introducing them into 
worldly society, indulging all their whims, letting them follow 
their own course, you will see them grow vain, proud, idle, 
disobedient, impudent, and extravagant! They will treat you 
with contempt; and the more your hearts are wrapped up in 
them, the less they will think of you. This is seen too often 
to be the case; but ask yourselves if you are not responsible for 
their bad habits and practices; and your conscience will reply 
that you are. You are now eating the bread of bitterness which 
you have prepared for yourself. May you learn thereby how 
great has been your sin against God in neglecting the means 
which were in your power for inf luencing their hearts; and 
may others take warning from your misfortune, and bring up 
their children in the Lord! Nothing is more effectual in doing 
this than an example of domestic piety. Public worship is often 
too vague and general for children, and does not sufficiently 
interest them; as to the worship of the closet, they do not yet 
understand it. A lesson learned by rote, if unaccompanied by 
anything else, may lead them to look upon religion as a study, 
like those of foreign languages or history. Here as everywhere, 
and more than elsewhere, example is more effectual than pre-
cept. They are not merely to be taught out of some elementary 
book that they must love God, but you must show them God 
is loved. If they observe that no worship is paid to that God 
of whom they hear, the very best instruction will prove use-
less; but by means of family worship, these young plants will 
grow “like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither” (Ps. 
1:3). Your children may leave the parental roof, but they will 
remember in foreign lands the prayers of the parental roof, and 
those prayers will protect them. “If any,” says the Scripture, 
“have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety 
at home” (1 Tim. 5:4).

3. To produce real joy in the home
And what delight, what peace, what real happiness a Chris-
tian family will find in erecting a family altar in their midst, 
and in uniting to offer up sacrifice unto the Lord! Such is 
the occupation of angels in heaven; and blessed are those 
who anticipate those pure and immortal joys! “Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 
down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to 
the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the 
dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there 
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore” 

(Ps. 133). O what new grace and life piety gives to a family! In 
a house where God is forgotten, there is rudeness, ill humor, 
and vexation of spirit. Without the knowledge and the love 
of God, a family is but a collection of individuals who may 
have more or less natural affection for one another; but the 
real bond, the love of God our Father in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, is lacking. The poets are full of beautiful descriptions 
of domestic life; but sadly, how different the pictures often 
are from the reality! Sometimes there is a lack of confidence 
in the providence of God; sometimes there is love of riches; 
at others, a difference of character; at others, an opposition of 
principles. O how many troubles, how many cares there are in 
the bosoms of families!

Domestic piety will prevent all these evils; it will give 
perfect confidence in that God who gives food to the birds 
of the air; it will give true love toward those with whom we 
have to live: not an exacting, sensitive love, but a merciful 
love, which excuses and forgives, like that of God Himself; 
not a proud love, but a humble love, accompanied by a sense 
of one’s own faults and weakness; not a fickle love, but a love 
unchangeable as eternal charity. “The voice of rejoicing and 
salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous” (Ps. 118:15).

4. To console during times of trial
And when the hour of trial comes, that hour which must 
come sooner or later, and which sometimes visits the homes 
of men more than once, what consolation will domestic piety 
afford! Where do trials occur, if not in the bosoms of families? 
Where then ought the remedy for trials to be administered, 
if not in the bosoms of families? How much a family where 
there is mourning is to be pitied if it has not that consolation! 
The various members of whom it is composed increase one 
another’s sadness. But if, on the contrary, that family loves 
God, if it is in the habit of meeting to invoke the holy name 
of God, from whom comes every trial, as well as every good 
gift; then how will the souls that are cast down be raised up! 
The members of the family who still remain around the table 
on which is laid the Book of God, that book where they find 
the words of resurrection, life, and immortality, where they 
find sure pledges of the happiness of the being who is no more 
among them, as well as the warrant of their own hopes.

The Lord is pleased to send down the Comforter to 
them; the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon them; an 
ineffable balm is poured upon their wounds, and gives them 
much consolation; peace is communicated from one heart to 
another. They enjoy moments of celestial bliss. “Though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me,” (Ps. 23:4). “O Lord, thou hast brought up my soul from 
the grave…his anger endureth but a moment: in his favour is 
life; weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning” (Ps. 30:3, 5).

(concluded on page 111)
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The “closet” was a very small apartment betwixt the other 
two, having room only for a bed, a little table, and a chair, 
with a diminutive window shedding diminutive light on the 
scene. This was the sanctuary of that cottage home. Thither 
daily, and oftentimes a day, generally after each meal, we saw 
our father retire and “shut to the door”; and we children got to 
understand by a sort of spiritual instinct (for the thing was too 
sacred to be talked about) that prayers were being poured out 
there for us, as of old by the High Priest within the veil in the 
Most Holy Place. We occasionally heard the pathetic echoes 
of a trembling voice pleading as if for life, and we learned to 
slip out and in past that door on tiptoe, not to disturb the 
holy conversation. The outside world might not know, but we 
knew, whence came that happy light as of a new-born smile 
that always was dawning on my father’s face: it was a reflection 
from the Divine Presence, in the consciousness of which he 
lived. Never, in temple or cathedral, on mountain or in glen, 
can I hope to feel that the Lord God is more near, more visibly 
walking and talking with men, than under that humble cot-
tage roof of thatch and oaken wattles.1 Though everything else 
in religion were by some unthinkable catastrophe to be swept 
out of memory, or blotted from my understanding, my soul 
would wander back to those early scenes and shut itself up once 
again in that sanctuary closet, and hearing still the echoes of 
those cries to God, would hurl back all doubt with the victori-
ous appeal, “He walked with God, why may not I?”…

Besides his independent choice of a church for himself, 
there was one other mark and fruit of his early religious deci-
sion, which looks ever fairer through all these years. Family 
worship had heretofore been held only on the Sabbath Day 
in his father’s house; but the young Christian, entering into 
conference with his sympathizing mother, managed to get 

the household persuaded that there ought to be daily morning 
and evening prayer and reading of the Bible and holy sing-
ing. This the more readily, as he himself agreed to take part 
regularly in the same and so relieve the old warrior of what 
might have proved for him too arduous spiritual toils. And so 
began in his seventeenth year that blessed custom of family 
prayer, morning and evening, which my father practiced prob-
ably without one single omission till he lay on his deathbed, 
seventy-seven years of age; when even to the last day of his 
life, a portion of Scripture was read, and his voice was heard 
softly joining in the psalm, and his lips breathed the morning 
and evening prayerÐ falling in sweet benediction on the heads 
of all his children, far away many of them over all the earth, 
but all meeting him there at the throne of grace. None of us 
can remember that any day ever passed unhallowed thus; no 
hurry for market, no rush to business, no arrival of friends 
or guests, no trouble or sorrow, no joy or excitement, ever 
prevented at least our kneeling around the family altar, while 
the High Priest led our prayers to God, and offered himself 
and his children there. And blessed to others, as well as to 
ourselves, was the light of such example! I have that, in long 
after years, the worst woman in the village of Torthorwald, 
then leading an immoral life, but since changed by the grace 
of God, was known to declare, that the only thing that kept 
her from despair and from the hell of suicide, was when in the 
dark winter nights she crept close up underneath my father’s 
window, and heard him pleading in family worship that God 
would convert “the sinner from the error of wicked ways and 
polish him as a jewel for the Redeemer’s crown.” “I felt,” said 
she, “that I was a burden on that good man’s heart, and I knew 
that God would not disappoint him. That thought kept me out 
of hell, and at last led me to the only Savior.”
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My father had a strong desire to be a minister of the 
gospel; but when he finally saw that God’s will had marked 
out for him another lot, he reconciled himself by entering 
with his own soul in this solemn vowÐ that if God gave him 
sons, he would consecrate them unreservedly to the ministry 
of Christ, if the Lord saw fit to accept the offering, and open 
up their way. It may be enough here to say that he lived to 
see three of us entering upon and not unblessed in the Holy 
Office Ð myself, the eldest born; my brother Walter, sev-
eral years my junior; and my brother James, the youngest of 
eleven, the Benjamin of the f lock….

Each of us, from very early days, considered it no penalty, 
but a great joy, to go with our father to the church; the four 
miles were a treat to our young spirits, the company by the way 
was a fresh incitement, and occasionally some of the wonders 
of city-life rewarded our eager eyes. A few other pious men 
and women of the best evangelical type, went from the same 
parish to one or other favorite minister at Dumfries Ð the 
parish church during all those years being rather miserably 
served; and when these godfearing peasants “foregathered” 
in the way to or from the house of God, we youngsters had 
sometimes rare glimpses of what Christian talk may be and 
ought to be. They went to the church, full of beautiful expec-
tancy of spiritÐ their souls were on the outlook for God; they 
returned from the church, ready and even anxious to exchange 
ideas as to what they had heard and received of the things of 
life. I have to bear my testimony that religion was presented 
to us with a great deal of intellectual freshness, and that it 
did not repel us but kindled our spiritual interest. The talks 
which we heard were, however, genuine; not the make-believe 
of religious conversation, but the sincere outcome of their own 
personalities. That, perhaps, makes all the difference betwixt 
talk that attracts and talk that drives away.

We had, too, special Bible readings on the Lord’s Day 
eveningÐ mother and children and visitors reading in turns, 
with fresh and interesting question, answer, and exposition, 
all tending to impress us with the infinite grace of a God 
of love and mercy in the great gift of His dear Son Jesus, 
our Savior. The Shorter Catechism was gone through regu-
larly, each answering the question asked, till the whole had 
been explained, and its foundation in Scripture shown by the 
proof-texts adduced. It has been an amazing thing to me, 
occasionally to meet with men who blamed this “catechizing” 
for giving them a distaste to religion; every one in all our 
circle thinks and feels exactly the opposite. It laid the solid 
rock-foundations of our religious life. After-years have given 
to these questions and their answers a deeper or a modified 
meaning, but none of us have ever once even dreamed of 
wishing that we had been otherwise trained. Of course, if 
the parents are not devout, sincere, and affectionate Ð if the 
whole affair on both sides is taskwork, or worse, hypocritical 
and false Ð results must be very different indeed!

Oh, I can remember those happy Sabbath evenings: no 
blinds drawn and shutters up, to keep out the sun from us, as 

some scandalously affirm; but a holy, happy, entirely human 
day, for a Christian father, mother, and children to spend. 
How my father would parade across and across our stone 
f loor, telling over the substance of the day’s sermons to our 
dear mother, who, because of the great distance and because 
of her many living “encumbrances” got very seldom indeed 
to the church, but gladly embraced every chance, when there 
was prospect or promise of a “lift” either way from some 
friendly gig!2 How he would entice us to help him to recall 
some idea or other, rewarding us when we got the length of 
“taking notes” and reading them over on our return; how he 
would turn the talk ever so naturally to some Bible story or 
some martyr reminiscence, or some happy allusion to the 
“Pilgrim’s Progress”! And then it was quite a contest, which 
of us would get reading aloud, while all the rest listened, and 
father added here and there a happy thought, or illustration, 
or anecdote. Others must write and say what they will, and 
as they feel; but so must I. There were eleven of us brought 
up in a home like that; and never one of the eleven, boy or 
girl, man or woman, has been heard, or ever will be heard, 
saying that Sabbath was dull or wearisome for us, or suggest-
ing that we have heard of or seen any way more likely than 
that for making the day of the Lord bright and blessed alike 
for parents and for children. But God help the homes where 
these things are done by force and not by love!

1. wattle Ð construction of poles intertwined with twigs, reeds, or branches, 
used for walls, fences, and roofs.

2. gig Ð a light carriage with one set of wheels drawn by one horse.

John G. Paton (1824± 1907) was a Scottish Presbyterian missionary to the New 
Hebrides. He began his work on the island of Tanna, which was inhabited by 
savage cannibals, and later evangelized Aniwa. This article was taken from John 
G. Paton and James Paton, John G. Paton: Missionary to the New Hebrides (New 
York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1907), 11± 25.

5. To influence society
And who can tell, my brethren, what an inf luence domestic 
piety might exert over society itself ? What encouragements all 
men would have in doing their duty, from the statesman down 
to the poorest mechanic! How would all become accustomed 
to act with respect not only to the opinions of men, but also 
to the judgment of God! How would each learn to be satisfied 
with the position in which he is placed! Good habits would be 
adopted; the powerful voice of conscience would be strength-
ened: prudence, propriety, talent, social virtues, would be 
developed with renewed vigor. This is what we might expect 
both for ourselves and for society. Godliness hath promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.

J.H. Merle D’Aubigne (1794± 1872) was a pastor, professor of church history, 
president, and professor of historical theology at the Ecole de théologie de 
Genève; author of several works on Reformation history including his well-
known History of the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century and The Reformation 
in England. This article was taken from "Family Worship," available as a small 
booklet from Chapel Library.

(continued from page 109)
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You are to obey and honor your parents in all 
things, unless they ask you to do something that 
is contrary to the Word of God or to not do some-
thing that God commands. The reason for this 
is that God is the ultimate authority; He is King 
over all. He has revealed His will in His Word, 
the Bible, and He is the absolute truth and without 
mistake. But God has also delegated authority to 
certain people to rule over others, e.g., managers 
in businesses, government officials in a country, 
office-bearers in a church, and parents in a home. 
We honor God and respect His form of govern-
ment when we respect our parents.

We must honor our parents by:
  • Honoring their God-given positions
  • Willingly serving them from our hearts
  • Showing prompt and careful obedience to 

them
  • Patiently bearing with their weaknesses
  • Praying for them
When your parents ask you to do something or 

forbid you to do so, and you believe that they are 
seriously mistaken because they do not know all the 
facts, first obey. Later, you may ask to talk about it 
and, in a respectful manner, present additional facts 
or insights that your parents may not have known. 
This way avoids the appearance of arguing or being 
demanding with your parents.

Obedience is especially put to the test when 
we disagree with a decision made by a person in 
authority over us. Why is this? What battle is tak-
ing place inside us at such times?

Is your deepest desire to serve God and 
obey those in authority over you, or to 

serve yourself and demand that your will 
be done? The one is a sign of a new, saved 
heart and the other of our old, sinful flesh. 

Do you obey your parents in a way that 
honors God and them? 

OBEDIENCE
Am I to obey my parents even when 
they are wrong about something and 

don’t know all the facts?
Suggested Reading: Exodus 20:12,  

Proverbs 6:20, Colossians 3:20

The teen years can be challenging, both for you and your parents. 
You are maturing from a child to an adult, and you want to be treated 
as such. You want to have more say in what you do or not do. Your 
parents, on the other hand, want to guide you. They want to prevent 
you from serious mistakes and their harmful consequences. Your 
parents love you very much and have invested a great deal in terms 
of prayer, time, and resources for your well-bring. They also want 
you to develop into an adult; they do want to give you more and more 
decision-making freedom. But the determiner in many situations is 
trust. Trust is key.

Would you, for example, allow your seven-year-old younger sister 
to bike on the side of a road? Should your twelve-year-old brother use 
power tools to build a bird house?

Your answer will be determined by whether or not you trust them. 
Do they have the maturity to safely handle this situation or not?

This is the same for your parents. To improve your relationships 
with your parents, build trust. It is much easier for your parents to 
say “yes” to your requests when they trust you! Let me suggest six 
helpful ways to do that:
 1. Be honestÐ It is hard to trust someone when you cannot trust what 

they say to you. Never lie or deceive your parents, even when you 
have done wrong.

 2. Ask for permissionÐ Do not assume. Ask your parents, even when you 
know they will agree. Asking shows respect and builds trust.

 3. Show love Ð To love your parents and to show it are two different 
things. Show your appreciation for all they do for you.

 4. Talk Ð Speak with your parents. Silence and avoidance create suspi-
cion. Openness and communication generate trust.

 5. ListenÐ Be an effective listener. Try to understand. Your parents love 
you and have more experience in life than you do. Be respectful.

 6. Pray Ð Pray for your parents every day. Their task is challenging. 
They are accountable to God for your training and their parenting 
of you.

What are you doing to build trust and better relationships 
with your parents? Honestly reflect on the six suggestions 
above. Is there room for improvement? If so, work on it. 
Pray and work. A trusting relationship with your parents 
during your teen years is a wonderful and meaningful 

blessing! If you cultivate this you will reap the rewarding 
fruit of it the rest of your life.

RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
YOUR PARENTS

How can I improve my relationships 
 with my parents?

Suggested Reading: Ephesians 6:1–3; 
Proverbs 10:1 & 23:24

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congregation and an international educational consultant.

Questions Answered for teensJames W. Beeke



Dr. George Lawson (1749± 1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 
1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As 
a professor of theology he trained scores of men for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for 
his sermons and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less known is his scarce work, 
Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided 
into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of 
practical, savory truth. As space allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below is the eighth part of the second chapter.

It may appear difficult to conceive how a universal offer of 
salvation can be founded upon an expiation which, in the 
secret purposes of God, was to be limited in its application. 
But why, it may be asked, does God sometimes seem to 
make promises which He knows will not be accomplished? 
When He redeemed the Israelites from the land of Egypt, 
He promised to conduct them to Canaan. “I will bring 
you up,” He said, “unto a good land and a large, unto a 
land f lowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the 
Canaanites” (Ex. 3:8, 17). Though this promise was not lit-
erally fulfilled in the case of those who heard it, still God’s 
purpose was not broken when the greater part of that guilty 
nation fell in the wilderness. God is wise to know what lies 
far beyond the limits of human knowledge; He sees a thou-
sand connections and dependencies among things which no 
created wisdom can trace; and He sees the true relationship 
and perfect consistency of truths which, to our contracted 
minds, appear quite antagonistic.

Instead of regarding any of the doctrines of His Word 
as opposed to the rule of our duty, let us adore that wisdom 
which glories in ordaining and accomplishing unsearchable 
things without number. It is an illustrious instance of God’s 
wisdom, that upon a particular expiation He has founded 
a general invitation to partake of it; and that He has made 
the general offer of it the means of savingly applying that 
particular atonement, without either extending it beyond the 
limits set in His secret counsels, or leaving the least reason 
of complaint to any to whom the revelation of His grace 
is ineffectual. “No man,” says our Lord, “can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw him: all that the 
Father giveth me shall come unto me; and him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:44a, 37).

The proper question for a sinner, therefore, is not 
whether or not I am one of those given by the Father to the 
Son; but whether or not I am one of those to whom a cruci-
fied Savior is presented in the gospel as the object of their 
hope and confidence. Let us take the true method appointed 
by God, for making our election sure, by taking the Word 

of God as the rule of our faith and practice. Knowing that 
we have a right to believe on Jesus, let us exercise this right 
by unreservedly entrusting Him with our salvation, and we 
shall know assuredly our election of God, and our redemp-
tion by Christ.

The same ground of faith on which sinners are invited to 
build their hopes remains for them after they have believed. 
It is true a work of grace is begun in their souls, and shall be 
carried on to perfection; but the ground of their faith still 
lies without them, in the Word of grace. They have new 
encouragements to faith which they are bound diligently to 
improve; but there is a great difference between marks of 
faith, or encouragements to faith, and the grounds of faith. 
Paul ceased not to regard the revelations of divine grace 
in the gospel to the chief of sinners as the ground of his 
hope, although he by no means neglected to take comfort 
from the marks of grace which he felt within himself, as 
undoubted evidences that his hope would not leave him 
ashamed (1 Tim. 1:15).

If we were to make anything in ourselves the ground 
of faith, we should find no solid rest for our souls. The 
work of grace is always imperfect. It is sometimes in such 
a languishing state that it can scarcely be discovered; and 
the best of believers are occasionally surrounded by so many 
temptations, harassed by so many evils, and conscious of so 
many imperfections, that they are incapable of discerning 
the operations of the sanctifying Spirit within them. But 
the Word of God is an immutable foundation. To say that 
our faith is founded on the Word of divine revelation, is to 
say that it is founded upon unvarying faithfulness, upon 
untainted holiness, upon almighty power. The Word of God 
cannot deceive us, for it is the Word of Him who cannot lie, 
and who being of purer eyes than to behold evil, cannot pos-
sibly impose upon His creatures. The heavens and the earth 
shall pass away, but we are sure that the Word of God shall 
never pass away. Having, then, this Word as the ground of 
our confidence, we may trust and not be afraid.

These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. —JOhN 20:31

in Christ (8)Faith
|  George LawsonExpERIENTIAL chRISTIANITY
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The Home Team: God’s Game Plan  
for the Family Ð  Clint Archer
Using illustrations and analogies from the world 
of sports, the author presents the Christian family 
as a team. In the unity and synergy of teamwork, 
each player (Dad, Mom, and children) is uniquely 
positioned to advance the team’s objective. The 
goal is to give God glory and enjoy the blessings 
and joy that come with obedience. 

(Shepherd, PB, 152 pgs) $13.95|$10.50

God Took Me by the Hand: A Story of God’s 
Unusual Providence Ð  Jerry Bridges
From his humble beginnings as a boy with physi-
cal problems, to his missionary career and world-
wide travels, to his life as a bestselling author, Jerry 
recounts his story, which serves as a backdrop for 
God’s extraordinary work. Through Jerry’s own 
down-to-earth story, learn to recognize God’s hand 
in your life as you live in faithfulness to His Word. 

(NavPress, HC, 191 pgs) $15.99|$14.00

The Theology of the Westminster Standards
J.V. Fesko
Church historian John Fesko walks readers 
through the background and theology of the 
Westminster Confession, the Larger Catechism, 
and the Shorter Catechism, helpfully situating 
them within their original context. Organized 
according to the major categories of systematic 
theology, this book utilizes quotations from other 

key works from the same time period to shed light on the history 
and significance of these inf luential documents. 

(Crossway, PB, 441 pgs) $28.00|$19.00

What is Biblical Theology? A Guide to the 
Bible’s Story, Symbolism, and Patterns
James M. Hamilton, Jr.
The Bible recounts a single storyÐ one that began 
at creation, encompasses our lives today, and will 
continue till Christ’s return and beyond. This book 
introduces us to that narrative, helping us under-
stand the worldview of the biblical writers so that 
we can read the Old and New Testaments as those 
authors intended. 

(Crossway, PB, 127 pgs) $12.99|$8.50
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God’s Battle plan for the Mind:  
The puritan practice of Biblical Meditation David W. Saxton

During the seventeenth century, English Puritan pastors often encouraged their congregations 
in the spiritual discipline of meditating on God and His Word. Today, however, much of evan-
gelicalism is either ignorant of or turned off to the idea of meditation. In God’s Battle Plan for the 
Mind, Pastor David Saxton seeks to convince God’s people of the absolute necessity for personal 
meditation and motivate them to begin this work themselves. But he has not done this alone. 
Rather, he has labored through numerous Puritan works in order to bring together the best of 
their insights on meditation. Standing on the shoulders of these giants, Saxton teaches us how 
to meditate on divine truth and gives valuable guidance about how to rightly pattern our think-
ing throughout the day. With the rich experiential theology of the Puritans, this book lays out 
a course for enjoying true meditation on God’s Word.

(PB, 160 pgs) $18.00|$14.00

The Quest for the historical Adam William VanDoodewaard

Was Adam really a historical person, and can we trust the biblical story of human origins? Or is the story of 
Eden simply a metaphor, leaving scientists the job to correctly reconstruct the truth of how humanity began? 
Although the church currently faces these pressing questions Ð exacerbated as they are by scientific and 
philosophical developments of our age Ð we must not think that they are completely new. In The Quest for the 
Historical Adam, William VanDoodewaard recovers and assesses the teaching of those who have gone before 
us, providing a historical survey of Genesis commentary on human origins from the patristic era to the present. 
Reacquainting the reader with a long line of theologians, exegetes, and thinkers, VanDoodewaard traces the 
roots, development, and, at times, disappearance of hermeneutical approaches and exegetical insights relevant to 
discussions on human origins. This survey not only informs us of how we came to this point in the conversation 
but also equips us to recognize the significance of the various alternatives on human origins.

(PB, 400 pgs) $30.00|$23.00

The Quest for the 
Was Adam really a historical person, and can we trust the biblical story of human origins? Or is the story of Was Adam really a historical person, and can we trust the biblical story of human origins? Or is the story of Was Adam really a historical person, and can we trust the biblical story of human origins? Or is the story of Was Adam really a historical person, and can we trust the biblical story of human origins? Or is the story of 
Eden simply a metaphor, leaving scientists the job to correctly reconstruct the truth of how humanity began? 
Although the church currently faces these pressing questions Ð exacerbated as they are by scientific and Although the church currently faces these pressing questions Ð exacerbated as they are by scientific and 
philosophical developments of our age Ð we must not think that they are completely new. In 
Historical Adam
us, providing a historical survey of Genesis commentary on human origins from the patristic era to the present. 
Reacquainting the reader with a long line of theologians, exegetes, and thinkers, VanDoodewaard traces the 
roots, development, and, at times, disappearance of hermeneutical approaches and exegetical insights relevant to 
discussions on human origins. This survey not only informs us of how we came to this point in the conversation 
but also equips us to recognize the significance of the various alternatives on human origins.



Mammon, or, Covetousness: The Sin of 
the Christian Church
John Harris
If there is one commandment that is neglected 
today, it must surely be, “Thou shalt not covet.” 
With the skill of an experienced surgeon, Harris 
dissects and exposes the far reaches of the can-
cer of covetousness. His description of the sin is 
comprehensive and thorough, showing how it is 
a root of all manner of evil. 

(Tentmaker, HC, 195 pgs) $22.00

Joshua: People of God’s Purpose
David Jackman
Written to aid pastors in their preaching and 
churches in their reading, this accessible com-
mentary guides us through the history of Joshua’s 
leadership in Israel and God’s direction of his 
covenant people to their promised “rest” in the 
land of Canaan. 

(Crossway, HC, 212 pgs) $29.99|$21.00

Ethics and Moral Reasoning:  
A Student’s Guide
C. Ben Mitchell
From drone warfare to gay marriage, the mod-
ern world is full of ethical conundrums stemming 
from a plethora of amazing technological advances 
and dramatic cultural shifts. Challenging the rela-
tivism so rampant in our society today, C. Ben 
Mitchell helps us thoughtfully engage our mor-

ally confused world in this introduction to ethics from a distinctly 
Christian perspective.

(Crossway, PB, 111 pgs) $11.99|$9.00

Child Dedication Considered Historically, 
Theologically, and Pastorally
Brian G. Najapfour
Chapters include “Defining Child Dedication,” 
“Tracing the Historical Origin of Child Dedi-
cation,” and “Examining Child Dedication in 
Light of God’s Word.” “I certainly recommend 
Najapfour’s booklet to those who may be wrestling 
with the issue. It is a fair, concise, and biblical 
treatment.”  Ð  Dr. Michael Barrett, 

(Biblical Spirituality, PB, 37 pgs) $5.95|$5.00

Loving Well (Even If You Haven’t Been)
William P. Smith
Distance. Resentment. Avoidance. You want to 
love your family, neighbors, and coworkers, but all 
too often something goes wrong. Smith explains 
that destructive relationship patterns no longer 
need to control you. Experiencing God’s love will 
change you, so you can trade your bad relationship 
habits for real love. 

(New Growth, PB, 261 pgs) $15.99|$12.00

The Rise of Reformed System: The Intellectual 
Heritage of William Ames Ð  Jan van Vliet
This unique and persuasive work establishes the 
significance of the thought of Puritan William 
Ames (1576-1633) in deepening and systematiz-
ing established Reformation teaching on Christian 
doctrine and life in a way that ensured its sub-
sequent development through the early modern 
period and beyond. 

(Paternoster, PB, 328 pgs) $42.00|$33.50

Bugs: Big & Small, God Made Them All
Will Zinke
Within these vivid, full-color pages children will 
discover God’s purpose for creating insects and 
the corruption caused by sin. They will see the 
world’s largest insects, insects designed with cam-
ouf lage, the most beautiful insects, the weirdest 
insects, and more! 

(Master Books, HC, 80 pgs) $14.99|$11.25
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HA month or two ago, the deciduous trees looked dead. Their bare 
branches reached into the cloudy sky as the snow swirled about. All 
nature was shadows and shades of black and white. All was frozen. 
But then the sun began to shine more each day. Chilly nights and 
warmer days made the sap f low inside the trunks of the sugar maple. 
The farmer tapped his trees to collect it for maple syrup. Bright green 
leaves began to sprout. Winter gave way to spring. You put your sled 
or snowboard away and tuned up your bicycle. First the crocuses, then 
the daffodils and the lilies of the valley blossomed. The rains fell and 
melted the remaining piles of snow. After each thunderstorm, the grass 
became greener. The forest filled up with leaves. The world is now 
shades of green, pink, purple, red, and yellow. All nature praises God!

We can learn a lot about God from nature. We can love God 
because we see the beauty of His handiwork. Yet we need the Bible to 
really know God as our Savior. Only the Bible can confirm what our 
conscience tells us: we are sinners. Only the Bible can tell us what to 
do about our sins: confess them and repent in prayer to God. And only 
the Bible can tell us the solution for our burden of sin: Jesus Christ 
died on the cross to pay for the debt of sins. Boys and girls, ask the 
Holy Spirit for this repentance and faith! 

This is the time of the year that we remember the suffering, 
death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are sad when we 
think about the terrible things He had to go through, especially if we 
realize that our sins nailed Him to the cross. But our hearts rejoice 
when we think about Him rising from the dead, having paid for the 
sins of His people. This is also the time of the year, in the Northern 
Hemisphere, that our cold, dark winter turns to living, colorful spring. 
Nature is like an artist painting a beautiful scene that reminds us of 
a real place. God paints a scene that reminds us of how He works in 
our souls. I would like to describe some similarities between nature 
and grace. When you see them, think about God and pray for His 
work in your life. 

If you are not saved, you are like a tree that looks dead. Yes, you 
move and speak, but spiritually you are dead and cold. You do not pro-
duce fruit. Jesus has urgent words for you! He comes looking for fruits 
of godliness. But if He sees none, He threatens to cut you down. You 
are still alive; He is still fertilizing the soil of your heart and aerating 
the soil of your life. He is giving you time, but you don’t know how 
long! Seek ye the Lord, now, while He may be found.

If the warm winds of the Holy Spirit have blown on your soul and 
the sunshine of God’s grace f lows through you, it’s like the sap run-
ning through the sugar maple. It brings life and energy to the branches 
and leaves. When tapped into, the sweetness f lows out. This is like 
our thoughts, words, and actions if we are Christians: they are sweet. 

Meditation for children

Mary Beeke
Spring Means Life!
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Our life is beautiful and fruitful. We begin to love 
God the most and our neighbor as ourselves.

When you see green leaves, think about chloro-
phyll. It absorbs the rays of the sun and turns them 
into nourishment. Picture yourself holding your 
hands out, cupped, praying and waiting expectantly 
for God’s Son to shine on you and nourish you with 
His grace. 

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled the 
disciples. It came with the sound of a rushing mighty 
wind. When you feel the strong winds of springtime, 
think about the Holy Spirit. Ask God to fill you with 
Himself. He promises, “If you ask anything in my 
name, I will do it” (John 14:14).

The lily of the valley has a special place in God’s 
heart (Songs 2). When He sees that His church is 
f lourishing, He compares her members to this beauti-
ful f lower. So plant some lilies of the valley, and when 
they blossom in early spring, ask God to make you a 
living, growing, beautiful part of His church.

Is your soul still in the dead of winter? After the 
f lood, God promised to send the seasons, as long 
as the earth lasted. He sealed His promise with the 
rainbow; His word is good. When you see a rain-
bow or think about the seasons, pray, “Lord, save my 
soul! I am asking in Thy name. Draw me, and I will 
run after Thee.” Or is your soul alive with the risen 
Christ? Then sing from Psalm 104: “Thy Spirit, oh 
Lord, makes life to abound; the earth is renewed and 
fruitful the ground. To God ascribe glory and wisdom 
and might. Let God in His creatures forever delight.”

Mary Beeke is a homemaker, wife of the editor, and member of the 
Grand Rapids Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation.
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look up Galatians 5:22-23. in it, 
the apostle Paul lists many fruits 
of the Spirit. Just like fruit needs 
to be attached to a tree in 
order to grow and reach matu-
rity, so to the “fruit” that Paul 
lists comes from the Spirit and 
not our own efforts. Do you see 
these fruits in your life? Or is your 
tree empty? Pray to God for a 
new heart that desires to love 
Him above all and your neigh-
bor as yourself.  
Using these clues, match up the 
fruit of the Spirit in order to com-
plete this crossword puzzle.

Down
1. Children of israel
2. barzillai
3. Sons and daughters
4. Caleb
5. Jael
6. mary and Joseph
7. Pharaoh
9. abram

across
5. Jacob
8. Elkanah and his wife

answers to last month’s puzzle:

Across
2. Delight; cheerfulness
6. inward kindness
8. The substance of things hoped for, the evidence of  

   things not seen (Hebrews 11:1)
9. inward rest and harmony in relationships

Down
1. Outward actions that are meant to help others
3. Patience
4. Defined in 1 Corinthians 13
5. Humility
7. Self-control

Fruits

Bible 
Quiz
for children
Andrea Scholten
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But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poison (James 3:8).

“Please, sir, I have a question for you,” Pambo said earnestly. He had just 
spotted a minister on the sidewalk ahead of him and had rushed up with 
his question. “Can you teach me a lesson from the Bible? And after I learn 
it, I’ll come back to you in the future for another lesson.” 

The minister gazed searchingly into Pambo’s face, pulled out his worn 
leather Bible, and then pointed to a verse in the Psalms. “Pambo, here is a 
verse for you to read and commit to your memory: I said I will take heed 
to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue.” 

Pambo earnestly read the verse several times and then handed the 
Bible back to the minister. “Sir, that is a good verse for me to follow,” he 
exclaimed. “I thank you for the lesson and that’s enough for today.” With 
that, Pambo strode away. 

The months slipped by before the minister bumped into Pambo again. 
“Pambo,” the minister cried. “I haven’t seen you in months! Weren’t you 
going to come to me for another lesson from the Bible?”

Pambo looked away. “Sir, I haven’t learned to control my tongue yet. 
I’m trying and I think I’ll be getting there sometime.” Before the minister 
could utter a word, Pambo quickly walked off, confident that with just a 
little more practice, he could obey God’s law perfectly. And forty years 
later, he could still be heard saying the same thing to someone who asked 
him about it.

Mr. Backner and Mr. Rosen were neighbors, each with a prized posses-
sion in his backyard. Mr. Backner was a gardener, spending hours in his 
beautiful f lowerbeds, pruning, fertilizing, planting, and watering. On the 
other side of the fence, Mr. Rosen could often be seen feeding his prized 
chickens, cleaning their coop and carefully gathering their eggs. 

One day, Mr. Rosen’s chickens escaped their coop, f lew over the 
fence that separated the two backyards, and began pecking and scratch-
ing among the f lowerbeds. Mr. Backner was away at the time, and when 
he finally returned to his house, he was met with a very sorry sight! Six 
chickens were marching over his prized f lowers, leaving a trail of crushed 
f lowers and snapped stems. With a shout, Mr. Backner raced into his 
house and returned a moment later with his gun. BANG! A poof of 
feathers filled the air and a chicken lay dead. As he raised his gun to his 
shoulder again, the five remaining chickens ran squawking back to the 
fence and quickly tried to f ly over. Four made it over, but one remaining 

Andrea Scholten

Taming 
Your Tongue
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chicken ended up on the ground next to his dead 
companion. Tossing his gun back into his house, 
Mr. Backner grabbed the two dead chickens and 
marched to the front steps of Mr. Rosen’s house.

With a f lushed face and trembling voice, Mr. 
Backner began yelling the moment the door opened 
and Mr. Rosen appeared in his slippers. “Mr. Rosen, 
I found some of your hens in my garden and I shot 
them. If I ever catch any more there, I’ll wring their 
heads off. Now you know what to expect!”

Mr. Rosen was taken aback and his heart sank 
at the sight of his two dead prize chickens. Yet 
more than the sad sight of his hens was the sad 
sight of his neighbor, his tongue and heart so full 
of bitterness and anger. He silently prayed and 
then replied quietly, “Mr. Backner, I’m so sorry 
that my hens have given you trouble. In the future, 
I will try my best to keep them in. Meanwhile, my 
wife has just finished cooking a delicious meal….
chicken potpie, I believe. Won’t you join us? I 
know that it must be lonely at times living by your-
self.” Mr. Rosen opened the door widely.

“No, thank you, sir,” Mr. Backner replied. His 
angry thoughts that had so filled him with revenge 
had vanished. He felt shame fill him and humbly 
he continued, “Please forgive me for speaking so 
roughly and for….” He glanced down at the dead 
chickens on the porch. He held out his hand, and 
Mr. Rosen shook his hand. “I’m sorry.” 

“I’m sorry, too,” Mr. Rosen replied. “But I’m 
glad that this has brought us together and can be 
the beginning of a friendship.” He smiled. “I’ll 
expect to see you over for dinner soon!” 

Who can completely control his or her tongue? If 
you’ve ever tried to be completely honest, kind, 
gentle, thoughtful, pure, and forgiving in all your 
words, you’ll see very quickly that it’s impossible 
on your own. What was the difference between 
Pambo and Mr. Rosen as they tried to control their 
tongues? See Philippians 4:13. 

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a 
member of the HNRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article 
is adapted from The Great Pilot and His Lessons, by Rev. Richard 
Newton. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers, 1868.
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There is a Christian farmer from Wiltshire, and he 
has two small boys named John and Tom. He called into 
the bedroom to see them before they went to sleep, and 
he asked them if they had prayed. They hadn’t, and one 
of them, John, wasn’t feeling well, and they said that they 
didn’t know how to pray. So their father sat on the bed and 
he said to them: “There’s a little prayer that has helped me 
many times when I’ve been in trouble, and God can make 
you feel better when you pray to Him for help. I have prayed 
this prayer many times, more than any other prayer.”

“Oh, what’s that, Daddy?” the boys asked. “Lord, help 
me,” said their Dad. The boys looked up at their father. 
“You’ve prayed those words and the Lord has helped you? 
Tell us how,” asked Tom. This is what the farmer said.

“Well, about fifteen years ago, I used to graze our sheep 
on cabbages in the autumn and winter months. It was on the 
outer leaves after the cabbages had been harvested. I used to 
pay the farmer ten pence per sheep per week. At the end of 
the winter I paid the farmer $200. The next winter, there 
was hard frost for three weeks in December, which spoiled 
all the farmer’s cabbages. He said, ‘You can graze all the 
fields with your sheep.’ There was much good feed for the 
sheep because all the cabbage hearts had not been harvested. 
I had nearly a thousand sheep on the cabbages. At the end 
of the winter, I reckoned up what I owed for the cabbages, 
and it was $1,700, exactly $1,500 more than the year before; 
but, oh dear, I had a problem. It had been a hard winter; 
I had many bills to pay on the farm and I didn’t have any 
money left. The price for sheep had been very low and the 
cabbage farmer needed paying. He had been pushing me to 
pay a higher rate for the cabbages, and I knew that tomorrow 
he was coming to collect the money for the sheep grazing. 
I could maybe pay him $200 by the end of the month, but 
not $1,700! Whatever could I do?

“All night I stayed awake, and all I could cry was: ‘Lord 
help me; Lord, help me.’ All the next morning, while work-
ing with the sheep: ‘Lord, help me; Lord, help me.’ By the 

afternoon, I was at my wits’ end. The man was coming to 
collect the money at five o’clock. Wherever could the money 
come from? It was impossible. What should I do? ‘Lord, 
help me; Lord, help me.’ It was four o’clock. I was in my 
field by the pond. I fell down, and there was none to help. 
I cried: ‘Lord, help me,’ for an hour.

“Five o’clock came, and I heard the man’s car and saw 
it arrive in the gateway, about three hundred yards away. 
I was beyond all help now. I stood up. I staggered across 
the field like a drunken man, every step: ‘Lord, help me; 
Lord, help me; Lord, help me; Lord, help me.’ I arrived at 
the gate, and lifted my downcast head to look at him, for I 
couldn’t speak. He said: ‘I’ve been thinking, coming along. 
Just pay me the same amount as you did last year, and send 
it to me by the end of the month.’ And he went back to his 
car and drove off.

“I turned around and walked back towards the pond…I 
ran…I skipped! $200 to pay instead of $1,700! I stopped 
and shouted out, for all the animals in the field to hear: 
‘The Lord has paid $1,500 for me!’ I fell on my knees by the 
pond. ‘Oh, praise Him; praise Him. “Bless the LORD, O my 
soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name; Oh give 
thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth 
forever.” “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what can 
man do unto me?” “He raiseth up the poor out of the dust 
and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill.” “He will regard 
the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer.” ’”

The farmer controlled himself and then encouraged his 
boys to pray, “Lord, help me.” His sons told him that they 
liked that prayer, that they had learned it already. But they 
would say it more now, God helping them: “Lord, help me.” 

Sometimes we are in great pain and weakness. Perhaps 
we are recovering from an operation lying in a hospital, and 
even thinking is an effort. We can only say, “Lord help me! 
Lord help me!” It is still a mighty prayer.

Submitted by Dr. Geoff Thomas, pastor of Alfred Place Baptist Church, 
Aberystwyth, Wales. This article is taken from The Friendly Companion.

afternoon, I was at my wits’ end. The man was coming to 

Lord, Help Me

Stories Stories Stories for childrenfor childrenfor children



NEwS & ANNOUNcEMENTS
obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received. 

other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

TEAchERS NEEDED
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY is accepting teaching applications 
for possible openings for the 2015± 2016 school year. Interested K± 6 
applicants should contact Mr. Nathan Bleeker at school (616) 458-4367 
or email (nbleeker@plymouthchristian.us). Teachers-in-training should 
also contact an administrator to let them know their area of specialty 
and planned graduation date.

REHOBOTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL in Copetown, Ontario invites applica-
tions for potential Teacher and Educational Assistant openings for 
the 2015/2016 school year. We are a K± 12 parent-run school serving 
the needs of the families of four local Free Reformed Churches and 
beyond. Located on a beautiful rural setting between Hamilton and 
Brantford, RCS has been blessed with a strongly supportive community 
and committed faculty, and since our inception in 1978, have grown to 
an enrollment of nearly 400 students. Qualified individuals with a vision 
for Christian education from a biblical, Reformed perspective are invited 
to send a cover letter, resumé, statement of faith, and philosophy of edu-
cation to the attention of Mr. Raymond Roth, Principal, 198 Inksetter 
Road P.O. Box 70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0; 905.627.5977; principal@
rehoboth.on.ca; www.rehoboth.on.ca.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL PRINCIPAL NEEDED: Rehoboth Christian School also 
invites applicants for the position of Principal commencing September 
2015. The successful candidate will be a servant-leader who is committed 
to quality Christian education from a biblical Reformed perspective. For 
more information about Rehoboth Christian School and a more detailed 
job description visit our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. Please send a 
cover letter, resumé, statement of belief, philosophy of education, and 
references by February 28, 2015 to the attention of: Gerald (Jed) Schuit, 
Chair of Education Committee, 198 Inksetter Road Box 70, Copetown, 
ON L0R 1J0; 905.541.0652; gtschuit@gmail.com.

JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL in Jordan Station, Ontario, is seeking to 
employ a highly motivated, skilled Office and Administrative Secre-
tary to be a key player as the school transitions to include International 
students as well as students from non-Reformed Christian backgrounds. 

The successful candidate will be qualified in five key areas:
•  A minimum of  two years’  experience  in Office Administration 

with a history of excellence in all areas
•  Intimate familiarity with teaching expectations; with preference 

given to teacher certification
•  International business experience
•  Strong Reformed Christian identity
•  Ministry  of Environment Certification  for Operation  of  Small 

Drinking Water Systems
The School and Administrative Secretary is responsible for han-

dling and preparing all school communication and records; directing 
parents, students, and other parties appropriately; and working with the 
Principal, staff, and Board to achieve school objectives. The position is 
full-time from mid-August to early July, with the possibility of annual 
renewal based on performance. Wages range from $17-20/hr. dependent 
on qualifications and experience. Please send your application to Mark 
Fintelman at principal@ourjcs.ca. Jordan Christian School, P.O. Box 
69, Jordan Station, ON, L0R 1S0.

hERITAGE SpRING RETREAT
Heritage Spring Retreat invites all those ages 18± 35 to join us Friday, 
May 15 through Monday, May 18, 2015 near Thamesford, Ontario for 
our 6th annual retreat, the Lord willing. Sign up before April 18 so 
you won’t miss out on a spiritual profitable time centered around the 

theme: Godly Communication. Visit our website at www.heritageretreat
.ca to register and get further details. We pray that the Lord will richly 
bless all who attend.

UpcOMING hRc MEETINGS
The Lord willing, Synod Prayer Service, Synod meetings, and an 
Office-bearers’ Conference, will be held on April 15± 17, 2015 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. With the exception of the Synod Prayer Service, 
which will be held at the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congrega-
tion located at 540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503, all of 
the other meetings below will be held at Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary, 2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15 — OFFIcE-BEARERS’ cONFERENcE
Dr. Michael Barrett will address the topic of “The Necessity of the 
Spirit’s Empowering for Church Ministry” at an office-bearers’ con-
ference meeting that will be held from 4:00± 5:00 p.m., followed by a 
dinner from 5:30± 7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 7:30 P .M . — SYNOD pRAYER SERVIcE
The Synod Prayer Service will be led by Rev. Jan Neels at 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, APRIL 16–17, 8:00 A .M .–5:00 P .M .
SYNOD MEETING

Those men who believe the Lord is calling them to sacred minis-
try and desire to be admitted into the Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary as an HRC Student should contact either the president, Mr. 
James Beeke (jimbeeke@shaw.ca) or the secretary, Rev. Don Overbeek 
(overbeek610@gmail.com) of the Theological Student Committee, or 
the president of your own consistory for further information on the 
procedures and requirements in order to obtain a consistory attest.

We would like to appeal to the churches to urgently lay our denomi-
nation’s need of ministerial students before the Lord and His people 
in prayer. Article 19 of our Church Order reads, “The churches shall 
make efforts to obtain students of theology which are to be supported 
by them.” Therefore we ask you to seek the Lord to raise up called men 
who, with God’s blessing, will one day serve in the HRC to the great 
good of countless people. In regard to this, in times past it has also been 
the practice of office bearers in particular, and God’s people in general, 
to encourage those men who appear to have been given a measure of 
the requisite grace and gifts for this calling to prayerfully lay before the 
Lord the possibility of Him calling them to this work. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16 — pASTOR/ELDER FRATERNAL
On Thursday evening (7:30± 9:00 p.m.) there will be a pastors/elders 
fraternal held for mutual edification and discussion.
If delegates are in need of accommodation please contact consistory clerk, Elder 
Dan Carlson at carlson1337@sbcglobal.net.

2015 YOUTH CAMP
The theme for this year is Self ExaminationÐ Seeking a Deeper 
Understanding of our Heart. Speakers for this year’s camp will include 
Rev. Klaver, Rev. VanderZwaag, Rev. Kelderman, Mr. Ryan Hurd 
and Rev. Beeke. Our topics will start with “How to Rightly Examine 
Ourselves” and “What is My Spiritual State Before God?” We also 
hope to look at “Am I Discerning In My Use of Technology?”, “Do I 
have a Biblical View of Sexuality?” and “Am I Making Proper Use of 
the Means?” Our camp will close with an interactive discussion on 
what it means to be Experientially Reformed.

In addition to these topics we have scheduled workshops on “Prayer,” 
“Challenges to the Christian Faith in the Public Environment,” and 
“Discerning God’s Will.”
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Camp will be held Tuesday, July 7 thru Friday, July 10 at Camp 
Michawana in Hastings, MI. All young people (grade 10 ±  age 25) 
are invited to join us. The camp fee for this year is $180 (US funds 
only). If your registration and payment are made prior to June 5, you 
may reduce the price to $155. Please visit www.hnrc.org/ministries/
youth-conference for more details. Registration forms will be avail-
able in the churches and online this month.

To make the camp as effective and enjoyable as possible we are 
encouraging everyone to be there for the full time and to submit 
registrations on a timely basis. It is difficult to schedule meals and 
sleeping accommodations when we have people arriving and leaving 
at various times or scheduling at the last minute.

If you have any questions please call Jim & Lisa Bleeker (616) 
735-1998 or Rev. & Donna Kelderman (616) 608-5464 or e-mail 
youthcamp@hnrc.org. We look forward to seeing you in July.

Committed to Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in Eastern Europe and Russia

To learn more, ask for the 
latest FREE  Informative 
COAH Magazine.

Phone: 888-844-2624     Website: coah.org     Email: info@coah.org

COAH is introducing you to a Christian family from Eastern 
Ukraine, who left everything behind to start a new life in Western 
Ukraine because of the war. 

Stanislav comes from a Christian family of many generations.  
He and Vika are blessed with five children. He was a church planter 
in one of the districts in the city of Mariupol. 

Because of his family history, it was never a question for 
Stanislav if being with Russia is a solution for Eastern Ukraine. His 
family knows all about the persecutions of the Christians during 
the Soviet times. He also taught his small Bible study group of 
several families his convictions and when the war came to their 
area, all the families decided to stay together as a congregation and 
move to Western Ukraine. 

Today, Stanislav and his family are in the town of Zdolbunov 
where they rent an old house with very poor living conditions. Their 
house in Mariupol is left behind and they do not think they can ever 
go back there. The local church in Zdolbunov helped him find a job 
so he can support his family at a minimum level.  We are able to 
assist this family through the Emergency Relief Fund. 

Please support this fund generously.  

Emergency Relief Fund

www.cmisrael.org

The Christian Ministry to Israel 2015 Spring 
Tour is being scheduled for April 20 - April 28 

and will consist of Information Evenings in 
British Columbia, Alberta and Ontario.

www.cmisrael.org

BC :: Langley | Chilliwack        
AB :: Calgary | Monarch/Fort Macleod | Lethbridge

ON :: Burgessville/Oxford | Jordan/Vineland
Dundas/Hamilton

Visit our website for confirmed
dates, times and locations:

 

Please Join Us… 
 

Heritage Reformed Women’s Conference 

“Underneath are the Everlasting Arms” 
“He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His 

wings thou shalt trust” – Psalm 91:4 
 

April 21, 2015 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Registration and Coffee 9:15 – 9:45 am 

Maranatha CRC – 735 Frontenac Crescent 
Woodstock, ON N4V 0B1 

 

Session 1: “Seasons of Womanhood” 
Karen Gaul: Christian Counselor 

Session 2: “Bearing One Another’s Burdens” 
Pastor Lipsy: Pastor of the Burgessville HRC 

  
To register via email: sa_jonkman@hotmail.com 

To register via phone: 519-424-3601 
RSVP by April 10th – Registration fee: $30 

**Please note – Babysitting will be provided** 
 

Hosted by the Burgessville HRC 
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THE GARDEN TOMB IN JERUSALEM

“And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat upon it…. And the angel answered and said unto the 
women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was cruci-
fied. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come see the place 
where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is 
risen from the dead….” (Matt. 28:2, 5± 7a)

NATIONAL NEwS
CANAdIAN JUSTICe: YoU CAN’T BloCK lAwYeRS oVeR 
THEIR ALMA MATER BANNING GAY SEx 
Nova Scotian law society cannot deny future graduates of Canada’s 
first Christian law school the right to practice because of the college’s 
position on sexuality, a provincial Supreme Court justice ruled. “This 
decision is important not only to [Trinity Western University’s] effort 
to launch a School of Law but also, we believe it sets an extremely 
valuable precedent in protection of freedoms for all religious com-
munities and people of faith in Canada,” Trinity Western University 
(TWU) spokesperson Guy Saffold said in a statement.

Last spring, the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society (NSBS) offered 
TWU law graduates recognitionÐ but only if the school struck its 
rules against “sexual intimacy that violates the sacredness of marriage 
between a man and a woman.”

In his decision, Justice Jamie Campbell noted that while the views 
of many Canadians toward LGBT people have undergone a “decisive 
shift,” those whose perspectives have stayed the same “are not moral 
outliers with aberrant views requiring education at best, or coercion 
at worst, by more thoughtful and progressive government agencies.”

To operate in a province, Canadian law schools must receive 
approval from the Ministry of Advanced Education in the school’s 
province (in this case, British Columbia), the Federation of Law Soci-
eties of Canada, and the provincial law society. (Christianity Today)

MORE THAN 20 PRO-LIFE GROUPS DENOUNCE MEDIA  
BlACKoUT of MARCH foR lIfe 
Nineteen leading pro-life organizations joined the Media Research 
Center to chastise the networks for their near blackout of the 2015 
March for Life. The Annual march for Life, which attracted over 
200,000 participants from around the country, marked the 42nd 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court decision that legal-
ized abortion.

The only network that offered coverage was CBS, which dedicated 
15 seconds to the March in the context of highlighting moderate 
Republican opposition to the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protec-
tion Act. Meanwhile, NBC, ABC, and Spanish-language networks 
Univision and Telemundo completely ignored the March. 

“If 200,000 people showed up in Washington to protest in favor 
of almost any other cause, it would be considered national news by 

nearly every newspaper or network. The decision to ignore America’s 
biggest march yet again shows that U.S. mainstream media, including 
the Big Three networks, has no interest in reporting on anything that 
might harm its agendaÐ and nothing undercuts that agenda more 
than hundreds of thousands of mostly young people coming to D.C. 
to support life,” said American Values’ President, Gary L. Bauer. 

defYINg ATHeISTS, STATe wANTS To MAKe THe BIBle  
ITS offICIAl BooK
A pair of lawmakers in Mississippi have introduced a bill to make the 
Bible the official state book. State Representatives Michael Evans 
and Tom Miles, both Democrats, said they introduced the measure 
on Thursday as a way to encourage people to read the Bible and be 
inspired to treat others with dignity. The lawmakers said it was not 
their goal to force their Christian beliefs on others. The measure 
would not compel anyone to read the book, Evans said, adding: “It 
[doesn’t] force anybody to do anything.” The bill came in response 
to constituents recommending it as a small corrective for “all the bad 
things happening in the world,” he said. 

The measure has about 20 co-sponsors, both Democrats and 
Republicans, and its prospects for passage appear good, said Miles. 
(Zionica)

FOcUS ON chRISTIANIT Y
TENDING THE ‘STOLEN’ SHEEP IN LATIN AMERICA’S  
BOOMING BIBLE BELT
Roman Catholics may be fast converting to Protestantism,  
but beliefs and maturity vary.
For most of the past century, almost all (more than 90%) of Latin 
Americans were Roman Catholics. But decades of attrition have 
resulted in a record 1 in 5 Latinos now identifying as Protestants. 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua lead the way, where Protes-
tants constitute 4 in 10 residents of each nation. But Protestants in 
those three countries diverge on many measures of orthodox belief 
and practice, according to a detailed survey of nineteen Latin Ameri-
can countries and territories by the Pew Research Center.

Guatemala’s Prot-
estants arguably seem 
the most mature. 
They are the most 
likely of all surveyed 
groups to evange-
lize weekly (53%), to 
believe only Christ 
leads to eternal life 
(74%), and to exhibit high commitment (75% pray daily, attend 
services weekly, and consider faith very important). Even their mil-
lennials are the most religious (71% are highly committed).

Protestants in Nicaragua and Honduras are more varied. Only 
1 in 3 share their faith on a weekly basis. About 6 in 10 are highly 
committed to church attendance and prayer. On Christianity’s exclu-
sive access to eternal life, only two-thirds of Hondurans and half of 
Nicaraguans agree. And only 45 percent of Nicaragua’s millennials 
are highly committed to their faith.

In 1996, a quarter of Guatemalans identified as Protestant. But 
Honduras and Nicaragua didn’t see steady Protestant growth until 
1997 and 1999, respectively, according to Chilean pollster Latino-
barómetro. Honduras crossed the 25 percent mark in 2 years, in 1999; 
Nicaragua did so in 2003. (Morgan Lee)

chRISTIAN wORLD VIEw JOhN GOUDZwAARD
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And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence (Colossians 1:18).qqqqq qqqq

ThE pREEMINENcE OF chRIST OVER ThE chURch

Though we have pastors and elders, we ought not to con-
sider them the head of the church. We must hold onto 
what Paul tells the Colossians: Christ is “the head of the 
body, the church.” This is true in the government, in the 
worship, and in the preaching of the church.

Christ is the One believers should unite under. Chris-
tians ought not to gather together because of a tradition or 
any pastor’s great skill or love; they ought to gather to wor-
ship Christ. Together, Christians are to be the body. We 
are to work together and help each other, supporting one 
another. But the church needs her head, Christ. It needs 
that spiritual vital union with Him if it is to be His church. 

The reason believers gather together for worship is 
because the Father has made, and is making, Christians 
ready to share the inheritance of Christ with each other, 
delivering them from evil, and bringing them into Christ’s 
kingdom. Why? So they can glorify and enjoy the Creator 
forever! So they can give Christ preeminence, even now. 

That is why as your pastors preach and your elders rule 
and teach, they are constantly, though fallibly, pointing 
you to Christ. They can say with Paul that they do it “for 
Christ’s body’s sake, which is the church” (v. 24). That is 
why Paul describes this preaching of Christ in verse 25 as 
“fulfill(ing) [completely, fully proclaiming] the word of 
God, even the mystery.” 

What is the real mystery? Look into verse 27: “the 
glory of this mystery Ð which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.” Paul preaches the mystery that Christ abides in 
those who used to be His enemies. You might think God 
only lives in perfect people, but what did Paul tell the 
Corinthians? “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 
of us” (2 Cor. 4:7). 

Further, Paul, as a faithful preacher, makes it personal: 
“Christ in you.” It is not simply that in time Christ came to 
earth, died, and rose again; He must live in you, dwell in 
you by faith. Is this what you expect from your preachers? 

You cannot misunderstand the worship service or 
preaching. Your pastor is not just preaching about the 

Bible, or about God, or about certain experiences, or even 
just about Jesus and His miracles. He preaches Jesus as the 
wisdom of Scripture and the main subject in the history 
of Scripture. Jesus Christ is the one who sent the prophets 
and is prophesied of by those prophets. The Word of God 
is faithfully preached when Christ is preeminent in the 
preaching. 

Christ-centered preaching should be less about the 
what and the how, and more about the whom. It certainly 
includes the what and the how, but all the practical impli-
cations are because Christianity is not a set of rules but 
a living Person who is alive, who rules, and who lives in 
all who come to Him in faith. If we separate the Person 
from the teaching, then we are just like other religions 
that also teach practical truths. It is the living person of 
Christ that makes authentic Christianity different from 
all other religions. 

It is your pastors’ desire that Christ would dwell in 
every single one of their hearers. Is that radical? Paul 
shared this desire. “Whom we preach, warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may pres-
ent every man perfect in Christ Jesus” (v. 28). That does 
not mean that your pastors and elders believe every person 
in church is saved. But one of the reasons your pastors 
preach week after week is because, with God’s help, they 
have the same goal in preaching that Paul had: that we 
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. The saint 
is to be mature. 

The goal of church government, worship, and preach-
ing is maturity in Christ. The reason your pastor preaches 
is not so you become good disciples of him, but so that you 
would know Christ, and grow to maturity in Him. 

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student 
at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. David 
VanBrugge is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: kuivenhoven.
maarten@gmail.com; dvanbrugge@gmail.com.
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Father of mercies, in Thy Word
What endless glory shines!
Forever be Thy Name adored
For these celestial lines.

Here may the wretched sons of want
Exhaustless riches find;
Riches above what earth can grant,
And lasting as the mind.

Here the fair tree of knowledge grows
And yields a free repast;
And richer fruits than nature shows
Invite the longing taste.

Amidst these gloomy wilds below,
When dark and sad we stray,
Here beams of heaven relieve our woe,
And guide to endless day.

Here springs of consolation rise
To cheer the fainting mind,
And thirsty souls receive supplies,
And sweet refreshment find.

Here the Redeemer’s welcome voice
Spreads heavenly peace around
And life and everlasting joys
Attend the blissful sound.

Oh, may these hallowed pages be
Our joy by day and night,
And still new beauties may we see,
And still increasing light.

Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
O grant our fervent prayer,
Teach us to love Thy sacred Word,
And view the Savior there.

—ANNE STEELE
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