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When on the cross, my Lord I see 
Bleeding to death, for wretched me; 
Satan and sin no more can move, 
For I am all transformed to love.

His thorns, and nails, pierce through my heart, 
In every groan I bear a part; 
I view His wounds with streaming eyes, 
But see! He bows His head and dies!

Come, sinners, view the Lamb of God, 
Wounded and dead, and bathed in blood! 
Behold His side, and venture near, 
The well of endless life is here.

Here I forget my cares and pains; 
I drink, yet still my thirst remains; 
Only the fountain-head above,
Can satisfy the thirst of love.

O, that I thus could always feel! 
Lord, more and more Thy love  reveal! 
Then my glad tongue shall loud proclaim 
The grace and glory of Thy name.

Thy name dispels my guilt and fear, 
Revives my heart, and charms my ear; 
Affords a balm for every wound, 
And Satan trembles at the sound.

—JOHn neWTOn (1725–1807)
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Look to the cross, think of the cross, meditate on the cross,  
and then go and set your affections on the world if you can .

—J. C. Ryle
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“What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against us? 
He that spared not his own Son, but deliv-
ered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things?”

—RoMANS 8:31–32

The gospel that God is for us amazes Paul and all believers, 
for this is the bottom line of the gospel. What a truth of 
extraordinary importance it is to know that God is for us 
rather than against us! 

We can only begin to grasp this when we recognize 
that as sinners we deserve to have God against us. God’s 
character is such that He must be against the sinner who 
transgresses His holy law. In light of this, the Apostle warns 
unbelievers that it will be a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God, should they die in their unbelief 
(Heb. 10:31). There is no worse plight imaginable for sinful 
human beings than to have God against them in the totality 
of His majestic, holy, and just Being.

However, the gospel declares to believers that the God 
against whom they have sinned is for them, and shall be for 
them forever! How can a just God yet be the justifier of the 
ungodly? Our text yields the answer: God the Father did 
not spare His own Son. 

This is a truth of profound ramifications, for in the 
fullness of time the Father gave His precious Son to be a 
sacrifice for sin Ð a Father who loves His Son with a love 
beyond our comprehension. Eternally the Father knew that 
the only way to redeem the fallen children of men would 
be by delivering up His beloved Son to the accursed death 
of the cross. There was no other way for fallen sons and 
daughters of Adam to become what they were created to be: 
the sons and daughters of the living God. 

So grievous and heinous is sin that it required the bloody 
sacrifice of God’s own Son to achieve this objective. There-
fore, because the Son was the appointed Substitute for all 
whom the Father has chosen and given to Him, the Son 
was held accountable for all the sins of His elect. This was 
expressed profoundly in the Savior’s agonizing cry, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Or as much as 
to cry, “Why art Thou against me?” The blessed answer of 
the gospel is: So that God could eternally be for us!

Isaiah expresses this wonderfully when he writes, “Yet it 
pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief ” 
(Isa. 53:10). Although God has no pleasure in the death of 
sinners, it pleased Him to bruise the Son in whom He is well 
pleased in order to accomplish His eternal good pleasure 
toward the sinful children of men. How unspeakable and 
glorious indeed is the Father’s gift of His Son!

Paul next reasons that all who believe in His Son will 
also freely receive all the benefits merited by His perfect 
sacrifice on the cross. Nothing delights the Father as when 
sinners believe in His Son, and He will therefore graciously 

reward them by bestowing all the benefits of redemption 
upon them: justif ication, reconciliation, sanctif ication, 
adoption as His children, and eternal life. 

How often we fail to grasp the full ramifications of 
this truth, and how often God’s children live below their 
privileges! God is not a God who is reluctantly gracious 
and only gives His children a crumb now and then. On the 
contrary! For the sake of His Son and His finished work 
He abundantly pardons sinners, He is a God of plente-
ous mercy, and He declares regarding His Zion, “I will 
abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with 
bread” (Ps. 132:15). 

With this in mind, how could we arrive at any other con-
clusion but that the Friday on which the Savior died was a 
Good Friday indeed? For those sho have received the gift of 
faith in Christ Jesus there is no more exhilarating truth than 
to know that in Christ God shall eternally be for us, and 
that nothing shall ever be able to separate us from His love 
(Rom. 8:39). Therefore, dear believer, as you ref lect on the 
good news of Good Friday, heed Paul’s exhortation, “Rejoice 
in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4).

Woe unto them, however, who do not believe in the 
Father’s Son. The God of the universe is against you, His 
wrath abides on you, and you are presently under condem-
nation. Repent, therefore, and believe on God’s Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, for only then can the God against whom 
you have sinned also be for you. Go to Him, whom “God 
[the Father] exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and 
a Savior, for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins” (Acts 5:31). “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye 
perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him” (Ps. 2:12).

Rev. Bartel Elshout is an emeritus minister in the Heritage Reformed 
Congregations.Congregations.



SEEKINg hIM
The real question is not whether or not we are seeking, but 
what or what or what who we seek. Where do you search for happiness, 
comfort, contentment, and peace? This is a natural drive in all 
of us all the time. Ultimately there are only two choices: God 
or self. What is it for you? What attracts and excites you most? 
Is your contentment found in the risen Christ? Or are you 
still trying to find it in anything or anyone else but Him? If 
that’s the case, you are on a hopeless mission, a trivial pursuit. 

Apart from God and the crucified and risen Christ, “[a]ll is 
vanity and vexation of spirit” (Eccl. 1:14). Literally translated, 
“All is empty and grasping for the wind.” This chasing of elu-
sive dreams will end in utter despair. If you continue to seek 
self, that is what you will find. Unless you repent and believe 
the gospel, you will be abandoned to self into an eternal let-
down; you will sink away into the bottomless pit of hell. You 
will experience forever what Christ cried out on the cross, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me” (Matt. 27:46)?

However, if you seek the Lord Jesus Christ, you also will 
find Him. If you believe and by grace respond to the words of 
Christ, “Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 7:7), you shall not be 
put to shame. If you fear He will not receive you, hear what 
He says, “Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which 
was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where 
they laid him” (Mark 16:7). He was dead but is now alive. 
Seeking Him will place you on a most promising mission. It 
will never be a let-down. The opposite will be true: it will be 
far better and more glorious than we could ever imagine.

Will you not seek and find Him? He is not in the empty 
tomb because He is risen and ascended. You will find Him 
as you prayerfully search the Scriptures, for they testify 
of Him (John 5:39). Consider what the angels said to the 
women by the empty grave: “He is risen; he is not here…as 
he said unto you” (Mark 16:7).

SERvINg hIM
As it is with seeking, so also with serving. By nature we 
serve self, even though we are “dead in trespasses and sins” 
(Eph. 2:1). But by grace, we can serve Christ, in whom is 
“life eternal” (John 17:3). The women on the way to the 
sepulcher of Jesus had good intentions but it was self-willed 
service, and they were on their way to serve a dead Savior. 
They went by what they thought, not by what God said. 
They were going to anoint a dead Savior, as if that somehow 
would complete His sacrifice. 

It is similar to that servant who owed ten thousand tal-
ents and said, “Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all” (Matt. 18:26). It is rooted in our unwillingness and 

inability to sur-
render all and 
trust in Christ and His Word. We’re still functioning in 
the covenant of works. We try to pay for it by bringing in 
“our spices” to anoint Him; we pray as if we need to per-
suade Him to be gracious. We try to persuade Him to be 
our Savior by our payments, prayers, and performance, only 
to find out salvation is all paid for already by a Savior who 
was dead but now is alive forever to do everything for us: 
He pays, prays, and performs!  

After they saw the empty tomb and heard the angels, the 
women began to serve the living Savior. It perhaps began to 
dawn on them when they saw the stone already rolled away. 
They didn’t have to worry that the stone was too heavy; it 
was gone, and the grave was empty! There evidently was both 
fear and amazement. But the angel told them not to be afraid. 
They were seeking Jesus who indeed was dead but now is alive, 
“as he said.” The angel directed them to stop serving a dead 
Savior and start serving a living Savior. 
SEEINg hIM
When did these women see Jesus? Was it when they met 
Him in the way? What is seeing Jesus, really? 

First, seeing Jesus is seeing Him with the eye of faith 
in His Word and hearing Him when He speaks. When He 
convicts us of sin by His Word and Holy Spirit, causing us to 
believe we are corrupt to the core, He also leads us to believe 
the gospel by the same Word and Spirit. We are taught to live 
by faith, not by sight. That’s what Jesus taught during the forty 
days between His resurrection and ascension, as He weaned 
His disciples from His physical presence to prepare them to 
live by faith in His spiritual presence. “Thomas, because thou 
hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed” (John 20:29).

Second, seeing Jesus involves the way of obedience. We 
see the risen Christ not only in the gospel but also in the 
law. We see Him with the eye of faith and with the hand 
(and foot, mouth, and ear) of obedience. So we see Him 
throughout Scripture as our Savior and Lord. We see Him 
as our Mediator in His passive obedience, suffering, and 
death, and as our example in His active obedience to the law. 
We also see Him in our own life and in other believers. Not 
in perfection, not yet; but we see a humble walk with Him 
and a growing likeness to Him. 

Third, seeing Jesus involves feelings. The women sense 
His presence as they begin to believe and obey and as they run 
to share this good news with the others; “they trembled and 
were amazed” (Mark 16:8). 

Finding the Risen Christ
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“And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: 
Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was cruci-
fied: he is risen; he is not here: behold the 
place where they laid him . But go your way, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth 
before you into Galilee: there shall ye see 
him, as he said unto you .”

—MARk 16:6–7

(continued on next page)



In Psalm 100, the psalmist exhorts us to “serve the LORD
with gladness” (v. 2). We know that exhortation well, but 
our hearts are often heavy with sorrow and fear, and glad-
ness seems to be a distant possibility. Such is the vacillating 
nature of the Christian life. 

Such was the experience of Jesus’ disciples. On the eve-
ning of the day of Christ’s resurrection, the disciples were 
blessed with a season of gladness. However, not long before, 
they had been in great fear. In John 20:19, we are told they 
were together in a room hidden away in fear, possibly for 
their very lives. They had witnessed what the Jews had done 
to their precious Lord: He was crucified and slain. They 
probably wondered if they would be next.

As the disciples were assembled together, suddenly their 
precious Master and friend appeared before them. What a 
wonderful and unexpected surprise, we would think! Yet 
Luke’s account of this incident tells us their initial reaction was 
terror and fear (Luke 24:37). They thought Jesus was a spirit. 
First, they had been fearful of the Jews; now they were fearful 
of Jesus. But their fear was soon dissipated. He speaks calm-
ing words of hope to them: “Peace be unto you” (John 20:20). 

 How touching and humbling was the Lord’s gracious 
salutation! Peter had denied Him, the others had abandoned 
Him the evening before His crucifixion. They had allowed 
their fear of man to eclipse their devotion to follow Christ. 
Jesus might well have said, “Shame upon you,” but instead 
He says, “Peace be unto you.” Having removed their sins 
with His death, He now removes their fears with His life. 
At His nativity, the angels had chorused of His peace upon 
earth and good will toward men. Now the disciples experi-
enced the sweet fulfillment of that. By the shedding of His 
blood, Christ had made peace with His people Ð despite 
the fact that previously we had been at enmity with Him 

(Rom. 8:7). Furthermore, by His Spirit-worked Word, He 
also grants the experiential sense of peace. This is true while 
we reside on earth, and on that great day when His church 
will meet Him in the clouds, He justly could speak words of 
shame to backsliding believers, but “Peace! peace!” will be 
His greeting because He is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. What a blessed Savior we serve!

Christ spoke comfort and peace, but He was not done 
assuring the disciples. He then shows them His hands and 
His side (v. 20). He shows them the very marks of the cruci-
fixion where the nails and spear had entered into His blessed 
body. He did this to prove that He was not a strange spirit as 
they initially thought. He also showed them the marks of His 
crucifixion to confirm for them that the same Person they 
saw hanging on the cross in death was now standing before 
them, full of life Ð and if full of life, then also full of hope for 
them personally and for the cause of His kingdom. Paul later 
wrote, “If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain…and ye are yet in your sins” (1 Cor. 
15:14, 17). But Christ is risen! Biblical ministry is not vain 
and meaningless, and the faith the disciples and all believers 
have in Christ is not pointless. Our sins are truly forgiven 
because Christ arose victoriously from death and the grave! 

As a result of Christ’s post-resurrection visit to His dis-
ciples, their fears gave way to joy and gladness. He spoke, He 
revealed Himself to them and, having personally been con-
vinced of His love, they were filled with gladness and peace. 
Indeed, we love Him because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 

It is only by a faith-filled look to Jesus Christ, the Risen 
One, that we can share in the disciples’ gladness. May Christ’s 
peace be our peace, and gladness fill our heart.
Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of 
Plymouth, Wisconsin.
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“Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord .”

—JoHN 20:20

They were fearful, yet with a measure of excitement. They 
were motivated by faith more than by sight. Yet, in their mind 
and soul, as well as in their emotions and affections, they were 
drawn to Him. To be sure, they had mixed emotions. Isn’t 
that an evidence of seeing Jesus? The more we see of Him and 
of His perfections, the more we see our imperfections and our 
corrupt self. What is the secret? To think more about Him 
and less about ourselves. The blessing of self-forgetfulness 
is a foretaste of heavenÐ to only see and serve Him and see 
others do the same!

Fourth, seeing Jesus includes true sight. “As they went to 
tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them” (Matt. 28:9). He 

met them in the way of faith and obedience. He does so still 
today. Of course, not in the same way as He did then since 
He ascended, but He will come again. Then, dear believer, we 
will no longer see Him “through a glass darkly” (1 Cor. 13:12). 
Then “we all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18). “Beloved, 
now we are the sons of God and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag is pastor of Grace Reformed Christian Church Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag is pastor of Grace Reformed Christian Church Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag
(HRC) of Harrison, Arkansas.
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1. In order to ensure we are all on the same page, can you define 
conscience? What exactly is it the Puritans were talking about 
when they discussed matters of conscience?
The conscience is an echo in the human mind of the verdict 
of the righteous Judge. William Perkins said that “con-
science is a part of the understanding” that sets itself either 
for or against one’s actions.1 William Ames, a student of 
Perkins, wrote that conscience is “a man’s judgment of him-
self, according to the judgment of God of him.”2 Regard-
less of what we love with our affections or choose with our 
will, there is a part of our understanding that judges us and 
gives us a sense of moral approval or guilt according to our 
understanding of right and wrong. So when the Puritans 
considered cases of conscience, they were discussing ques-
tions about how to know what is pleasing to God in specific 
situations, and, more importantly, how to know that the 
divine Judge accepts you as righteous in His sight. 

2. What would the Puritans identify as the function of con-
science? Why do we need it and what does it do for us?
Conscience impresses a man’s mind with the moral author-
ity of God, and as a result produces a sense of anxiety and 
misery, or peace and joy, that anticipates eternity. Ames said 
that conscience binds a man with such authority that no cre-
ated thing can release him from it.3 Though our conscience 
may be misinformed, it still speaks with a divine author-
ity that we can disobey but we find difficult to ignore. It 
reminds us that God sees all we do and is either delighted 
or angry with us, and pleased or displeased with our deeds. 

Much Puritan literature aimed to direct people to find 
peace of conscience through the blood of Christ, and to 
walk in good conscience day by day. Richard Rogers said 
that the purpose of his Seven Treatises of spiritual guid-

ance was to show a person how to live such that “he may 
fifif nd a very sweet and effectual [powerful] taste of eternal 
happiness, even here.”4 Richard Sibbes said that a good 
conscience is “a continual feast,” because knowing that God 
is pleased with us, has forgiven our sins, and delights in 
our obedience, enables us to suffer and even to die with 
comfort, freedom, and joy.5

3. What would the Puritans want us to know about the effect of 
the fall into sin on man’s conscience?
The fall of man brought us under the condemning wrath of 
God and the enslaving darkness of sin. The first disturbs 
and terrifies the conscience insofar as it senses the coming 
judgment; the latter disorders and confuses the conscience. 

Perkins taught that though a “remnant of God’s image” 
persists in man’s mind through “certain notions concerning 
good and evil,” mankind has fallen into much ignorance 
of the truth and inability to understand spiritual realities 
(1 Cor. 2:14), futility in not distinguishing truth from false-
hood (Eph. 4:7; Prov. 14:12), and natural tendency to follow 
evil and lies (Jer. 4:22). This distorts the conscience, though 
it still retains a degree of its power to rebuke and restrain sin 
(Rom. 2:15). Fallen conscience tends to excuse inward wick-(Rom. 2:15). Fallen conscience tends to excuse inward wick-(Rom. 2:15). Fallen conscience tends to excuse inward wick
edness if it is covered in outward worship (Mark 10:19± 20). 
It also tends to falsely accuse a person when he fails to follow 
the traditions and doctrines of mere men (Col. 2:21± 22). 
Sometimes conscience may accuse and terrify a person for 
his sins (Acts 24:26), and yet consciences may be seared to 
numbness by habits of sinning (Eph. 4:19; 1 Tim. 4:2).6

4. Where might the Puritans warn us about our use or misuse 
of conscience?
The Puritans warned against subjecting conscience to any 
ultimate authority besides the Bible. They particularly 

Conscience and  
the Puritans
Interview with Tim Challies (www .challies .com)

Tim Challies interviewed our editor over a period of eight weeks on the final eight  
chapters of A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life, and placed these articles on  

the Challies blog. We are printing them in this periodical with his permission.  
All eight articles deal with how the Puritans brought theology into practice.  

This article deals with the conscience in Puritan thought.



emphasized liberty of conscience in matters of religion. 
The Westminster divines wrote, “God alone is Lord of the 
conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and com-
mandments of men, which are in any thing contrary to His 
WoWoW rd; or beside it, in matters of faith and worship.”7 Simi-
larly, the Particular Baptists wrote, “The Holy Scripture is 
the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all saving 
knowledge, faith, and obedience.”8

The Puritans also warned against resisting one’s con-
science when it speaks according to the Word. Ames taught 
the unconverted to seriously consider the law so that it would 
convict him of sin; show him he cannot save himself; and 
bring him to grief, fear, and confession of specific sins. He 
must also renounce his own righteousness and fix his mind 
upon the righteousness of Christ crucified as presented in 
the promises of the gospel.9

Christians too must not resist conscience. If a Christian 
finds his conscience accusing him, Ames counseled him 
to: first, feel the burden of sin (Matt. 11:28± 29); second, 
detest all sin (Rom. 7:15); third, be careful not to fulfill his 
sinful lusts (Gal. 5:16); fourth, work to put those lusts to 
death (Rom. 8:13); fifth, to consider God’s promises, f lee to 
Christ, and cling to Him more and more (Rom. 7:25; Phil. 
3:9); and sixth, get rid of gross and heinous sins that shake 
their consciences and call into question their very salvation 
(Isa. 1:16± 18).10

5. What can a Christian do to repair his conscience or to help his 
conscience overcome the effects of the fall?
The restoration of the conscience is part of the process of 
sanctification that begins with regeneration and does not 
end until we enter glory. It is a work of God’s grace that we 
must seek in prayer. The most significant means is to place 

ourselves under the sound and searching preaching of both 
the law and the gospel. As Sibbes said, the steps to a good 
conscience are, first, to be troubled by our sins; second, to 
find peace by trusting in Christ; and, third, to resolve to 
please God in all things. With these three elements active 
in our lives, we are positioned to grow more in a good con-
science as we live by faith for God’s pleasure.11 The most 
important attitude is honesty and humility before God, for 
conscience always confronts us with the truth that God 
is Lord. For more details on restoring the conscience, see 
A Puritan Theology (pp. 919± 25).
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freely given
salvation is all of grace

It is always good to remember that salvation is It is always good to remember that salvation is It is always good to remember
all of grace and that the salvation of every genuine believer 
should be to the praise of the glory of that grace. There are any 
number of texts in the Scripture that highlight God’s grace to 
sinners Ð both in the Old and New Testaments. Ezekiel 36 is 
one of those texts and brings us to the heart of Ezekiel’s sal-
vation theology. This passage is a comprehensive enunciation 
of God’s plan of salvation, and very likely was the Scripture 
Christ had in mind when He spoke to Nicodemus about the 
new birth and was amazed when the teacher in Israel did not 
know these things (John 3). No one can come to this text 
without being confronted with man’s desperate need. Both 
Ezekiel and Christ make it clear that unless there is a radical 
transformation of heart there can be no spiritual life. That is 
an impossible demand if man is left to himself. But the beauty 
of the gospel is that God does not leave man to himself: He 
does for sinners what sinners cannot do for themselves. That 
the same truth is expressed in both Old and New Testaments 
teaches us that there is a grand unity in God’s dealing with 
men in salvation. It is an everlasting gospel.

The verses for our consideration draw attention to the 
source of salvation and to some essential components of sal-
vation. The proposition of the passage is clear: God’s grace 
is successfully effective to save sinners. Ezekiel makes two 
principal points about this efficacious grace.

SALVATION IS ALL OF GR ACE
God’s grace is a glorious truth, but one that is hard for sinners 
to grasp. There is something about grace that is unattract-
ive to natural man. It makes man terribly small and makes 
God incomprehensibly big. Grace is contrary to all natural 
reasoning since it is freely given to those who do not deserve 
itÐ indeed, to those who deserve damnation instead. Ezekiel 
addresses this by focusing first on the source rather than the 
recipients of grace. 

The Lord’s Glory: The Goal of Grace
Salvation surely results in the sinner’s good, but salvation is 
ultimately about God’s glory. Throughout this passage, the 
Lord declares that His gracious work is not for their sakes 

(vv. 22, 32) but for the sake of His own holy name (vv. 22, 
23). God’s name refers to the totality of His Person including 
all of His infinite perfections. Saving grace magnifies the 
Lord. He was going to act in such a way that even the heathen 
would “know that I am the LORD” (v. 23). Isaiah declares the 
same holy motive: “For mine own sake, even for mine own 
sake, will I do it…I will not give my glory unto another” 
(Isa. 48:11). The salvation of sinners is a way by which God 
sanctifies (sets apart, makes distinct, exalts) His great name 
(v. 23). The prophet Micah also caught the truth of this with 
his question, “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity?” (Mic. 7:18). Similarly, in that Grand Canyon text 
in Ephesians 1, Paul repeats three times that salvation is all 
to the praise of the glory of His grace (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14). 
Even though sinners are the beneficiaries of salvation grace, 
salvation is ultimately about God.

The Lord’s Work: The Means of Grace
God purposes grace, and God always accomplishes His pur-
poses. Grace is not abstract theory; it is a reality that operates 
through divine initiative. Salvation is not some vague plan 
that is revealed just for human evaluation or consideration. 
Man is totally incapable of responding to the gospel message 
without first being enabled to do so. God makes the first 
move or there would be and could be no movement to Him. 
Ezekiel underscores this truth repeatedly in this passage with 
all the first-person verbs designating what the Lord does (vv. 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30). God is the author and finisher 
of salvation. Salvation, indeed, is of the Lord. Therefore, the 
sinner’s positive response is the consequence of His gracious 
work. Reception of grace is evidence of grace. There is an old 
hymn that sums it nicely: “I sought the Lord, and afterward 
I knew it was the Lord who sought me, seeking Him.”

That salvation is all of grace has significant implications. 
First, sinners can never hope to earn salvation. To attempt to 
work for salvation or even to make a contribution is a denial 
of grace and an affront to divine glory. This rebukes all pride. 
Second, sinners need never despair of salvation. If salvation 
depended on self-merit or works, there would be constant 
torture in the soul. The nagging doubt as to whether enough 
had been done or if sufficient merit existed would rob the 
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God’s gracious salvation is complete
Old Testament Bible Study

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett

soul of the peace that the gospel affords. But grace shifts the 
ground of salvation away from self to God. Grace is greater 
than sin, and resting in what grace has done leads to the third 
implication. Sinners saved by grace have cause for joy. The 
application of grace never fails its purpose. Let us stand in 
wonder of God’s amazing and wonderful grace.

SALVIFIC GR ACE IS EFFICACIOUS
The gospel of saving grace really and truly works. Grace does 
what is necessary to fit a sinner for heaven. Ezekiel summa-
rizes the effectiveness of grace in three ways.

Grace Reconciles Exiled Sinners
Sin separates from God. The first Adam was expelled from 
Paradise because of his sin, and all the sons of Adam have 
been exiled and banished ever since. By nature, man is alien-
ated from God. If reconciliation is possible, it is because God 
in Christ has removed the impediments to restored fellow-
ship. Ezekiel uses the symbolism of ceremonial cleansing to 
describe this reconciliation (vv. 25, 29). To be ceremonially 
unclean was to be outside the sphere of fellowship, to be 
separated from God and all the spiritual benefits of life. But 
regardless of the nature of the uncleanness (leprosy, birth, 
contact with death, etc.), there was always an appropriate 
sacrifice to address the problem. Ezekiel utilizes the Levitical 
imagery to describe this work of grace.

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you” (v. 25). The 
sprinkling was a rite of purification to remove symbolically 
the impediments to fellowship. This sprinkling was typical (a 
picture prophecy) of Christ who is the cleansing fountain (see 
Isa. 52:13). It points directly to the application of the blood of 
Christ, the only means of cleansing the soul from the guilt and 
power of sin. Happily, what God cleanses is clean: “ye shall 
be clean” (v. 25) “I will save you from all your uncleanness” 
(v. 29). Reconciliation results in covenant fellowship: “ye shall 
be my people, and I will be your God” (v. 28). 

Grace Regenerates Dead Sinners
In verse 26, the Lord gives a new heart (mind, will, affec-
tions) and a new spirit (the impulses that drive and regulate 

desires, thoughts, and conduct). The old heart is a stone. It 
is lifeless, hard, and unfeeling. This is a vivid image of the 
helplessness and hopelessness of the human heart that is dead 
in sin. The heart, the most vital of organs, is petrified in utter 
death, incapable of responding to the good of the gospel. You 
would wait forever before you could find a spark of life in a 
stone, but here is the grace of the gospel: the Lord takes away 
the lifeless heart and gives a new one that is capable of new 
and spiritual impulses, feelings, and desires. A heart that 
now is capable of answering to God. This is the new birth. 
It is a change in the very nature of man’s being as spiritual 
life is implanted into that which had no life. Without this 
new heart that makes man a new creature, there is no hope. 
This is why Christ said, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). 
Without grace, the new birth is impossible. 

Grace Empowers Saved Saints
“And I will put my spirit within you” (v. 27). By means of 
God’s indwelling Spirit, the renewed man enjoys God’s abid-
ing presence. In true regeneration, God the Spirit enters the 
very soul, enabling fellowship and companionship (v. 28). 
This indwelling Spirit also provides enabling grace to do 
the things that please the Lord: walk in His statutes, keep 
His judgments, and obey Him. A changed life is evidence of 
grace. Grace never leaves a sinner where it finds him. God’s 
gracious salvation works not only to bring a sinner to spiritual 
life but to lead Him in the way of life. The inner change that 
occurs in regeneration leads to the life of sanctification. Being 
renewed in the whole man after God’s image enables the 
progressive dying to sin and living in righteousness. 

God’s gracious salvation is complete, and Ezekiel’s brief 
synopsis of it is to the point and most instructive. We could 
almost paraphrase Christ’s question to Nicodemus in that 
night class in this way: “Art thou a master of Israel and you’ve 
never read Ezekiel 36?” But surely, as we meditate on this 
text let us echo Paul’s assessment of all we have in Christ by 
praising the glory of His grace. 

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament at Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament at Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.
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He doesn’t lose sight of usHe doesn’t lose sight of usHe doesn’t lose sight of us

The Miracles of Jesus: 
Walking on the Water
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When God’s people are in a difficulty, they are only 
between deliverances. Paul writes to the Corinthians that God 
“delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom 
we trust that he will yet deliver us” (2 Cor. 1:10). In other 
words, God delivers His people again and again. And between 
those deliverances, God tests and stretches the faith of His 
people through trials in order that they would learn to love 
Him more, follow Him more closely, rely on His Word more 
exclusively, and glorify their Savior more heartily and deeply. 
This is what the miracle of Jesus walking on water shows us. 

Purposeful Constraint
This passage comes right on the heels of the account of the 
miraculous feeding of the five thousand. What a spectacular 
event that had been! Enthralled with that display of Christ’s 
power, the crowds were clamoring to make Him a national 
king (John 6:15). But Christ had not come for a crown with-
out a cross.

In verse 22 of our passage, we read that Jesus “constrained” 
His disciples to get into a ship, alone, without Him. He would 
join them later after spending time alone with His Father 
(v. 23; John 6:15). This may not have been something the 
disciples were expecting; they may have been disappointed 
and confused by Christ’s wishes. But Christ had His plans 
and purposes for sending them off in their boat alone. He 
knew all about the storm they would encounter. And it wasn’t 
long before the disciples themselves realized that they were in 
deep trouble. From the time references in the text, we learn 
that, in the space of the next six hours, they were able to 
go a distance of only about three miles. Their night quickly 
turned into a time of agony, uncertainty, fear, and confusion! 
Why would Christ, who knew enough to multiply loaves and 
fishes for thousands, have sent them into such a vicious storm? 
Just hours ago, these same disciples were happily distributing 
loaves and fish to awe-struck multitudes. Now they were about 
to be swallowed up by death itself.

We will see more of what Christ was teaching His dis-
ciples below, but at this point, it is worth this initial lesson. 
Though we often see the difficulties we are in, we often don’t 
see the difficulty we could have been in if we had been left 
to ourselves. As difficult as the storm was, it was better for 
the disciples to be there than to be falling for the ideas of the 
crowd and seeking to turn Jesus away from His real mission. 
Who can tell how often God’s people are hemmed in by trials 
for their own protection?

Omniscient Care
Earlier there had been a storm at sea for the disciples, but then 
Christ had been with them in the boat (see 8:23± 27). This time, 
Christ was not with them physically; however, He was with them 
spiritually. Though the disciples did not see Christ in the tem-
pest on the lake, Mark tells us that Christ saw them: “And he saw 
them toiling in rowing” (6:48). This was supernatural sight, for 
through the darkness of the night, the distance, and the dreadful 
storm, no other human would have been able to see their ship.

What a comfort this is for believers! Perhaps you are in a 
place in life where you can’t see the Lord. You’re straining to see 
Him, but week in, week out, you’re not able to catch a glimpse 
of His presence like you did in the past. But when we lose sight 
of Him, it can be a great comfort that He doesn’t lose sight of 
us (compare Job 23:8± 9). By not being with them, He could end 
up giving them a more magnificent view of His glory.

Magnificent Revelation
Matthew describes it this way: “And in the fourth watch of the 
night [about 3:00 AM] Jesus went unto them, walking on the 
sea” (v. 25). Everything about Christ’s coming to His disciples 
was so majestic: the timing, the manner, the direction. There 
was nothing hurried, harried, or hazardous about it. The pic-
ture the text paints is that He simply willed to be with His lled to be with His lled
disciples, and no obstacle could stand in the way of that will.

Years later, as they wrote about that night, they remem-
bered their “hysterical shrieks” (that’s what Matthew’s phrase 
“cried out for fear” literally means) as they mistook Christ for 
a ghost or a phantom (v. 26; Mark 6:49± 50; John 6:19). They 
thought they were doomed! 

Why, with Jesus so near, would they react like that? Think 
about it: wouldn’t we have responded the same way? These men 
were exhausted after hours of rowing. If only they had seen by 
faith that the form they were so terrified of was actually their 
Savior coming with deliverance. Think of William Cowper’s 
words: “Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; / The clouds ye so 
much dread / Are big with mercy and shall break / In blessings 
on your head.” 

Christ called to the disciples across the water, and His 
words were filled with tender magnificence and magnificent 
tenderness: “Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid” (v. 27). 
Notice the three intricate parts of this statement, so filled 
with lessons: first, He encouraged them: “Be of good cheer.” The 
literal meaning in the original is: “Take courage.” Their cour-
age had failed, and Christ tells them to take fresh courage. 

Read: Matthew 14:22–33

(Compare Mark 6:45–52; John 6:14–21)
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Secondly, He revealed Himself as God. That was the reason He revealed Himself as God. That was the reason He revealed Himself as God
they should take fresh courage. In the Old Testament, God 
gave His name to Moses as “I am that I am” (Ex. 3:14). What 
Christ said here is short for exactly that. He means: “I am the 
faithful, covenant-keeping, immutable God, who saves His 
people in distress. Amid everything that is topsy-turvy, I give 
stability and solidity.” This self-revelation of Christ is the calm 
within their storm.

Thirdly, He consoled them. The first part of Christ’s words 
was a positive command. This last part is a negative command: 
“Be not afraid.” It is as if He brought in courage and cast out 
fear, and all because He is the Lord. 

Perhaps as you read this, you are straining at the oars of 
life’s storm. Making no headway is getting old. Perhaps it is 
the fourth watch for you. Hear the One who says through His 
Word: “Take courage, It is I, be not afraid.” In this divine I, 
there is the calm you need; the stronghold in the midst of the 
waves. What you need is to be centered on Him. 

Centered Focus
Peter seems to have been the first to recognize Jesus, or at least 
the first one to dare to reply to Him. And certainly only Peter 
would dare to say: “Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on 
the water” (v. 28). Some Bible students have disapproved of Peter 
for making this request; but Christ did not. “Come,” Christ said, 
and “when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on 
the water” (v. 29). By faith, Peter stepped onto the solid surface 
that Christ’s presence miraculously extended over the water. 

But then something changed and Peter felt himself sinking. 
He must have thought for a moment: “I’m going to drown after 
all!” But Christ was still there, and was still the “I Am.” As 
Peter cried, “Lord, save me” (v. 30), we find that “immediately 
Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him” (v. 31). Peter, 
whose name means stone, was held up by the solid Rock.

Notice that Jesus didn’t rebuke Peter for having no faith; but 
He did rebuke him for being of “little faith” and for ”doubt-
ing” (v. 31). That’s one thing that the Holy Spirit teaches His 
people in the storms of life: the secret to stability in storms is 
a centered focus on Christ. 

It is significant to read that Peter only began to sink (v. 30). 
He didn’t end up sinking. Christ would not allow it, for He Him-
self on the cross would sink underneath the billows and waves 
of His Father’s wrath in order that He might hold Peter up. He 
cried out back in Psalm 69, a Messianic Psalm: “I sink in depths 
where none can standÐ deep waters over me roll” (Ps. 69:2). 

If you are outside of Christ, how will you stand when the 
f loods of God’s wrath come to swallow you up? To die outside 
of Christ and then to meet Him at last will be more terrify-
ing than meeting a ghost was for the disciples. Cry like Peter, 
“Lord, save me.” He is able to save to the uttermost all who 
come unto God by Him (see Heb. 7:25). 

We read, “And the wind ceased” (v. 32). The wind had 
fulfilled its divine purpose. The trials God sends aim to drive 
us into the arms of Christ in worship, as the disciples did; they 
“worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God” 
(Matt. 14:32). Trials serve the glory of Christ. Why don’t we 
glorify Him sooner? Lord, why do we need storms to bring us 
to our knees in adoration? 

“And immediately, the ship was at the land whither they 
went” (John 6:21). It had taken hours to go three miles. But 
now, with Christ on the boat, the next three miles were over 
just like that. With the Savior close, time passes quickly until 
God’s church reaches the other shore, where no storms can 
ever come and where God’s church will never be between dif-ever come and where God’s church will never be between dif-ever come and where God’s church will never be between dif
ficulties, but forever delivered. 

Questions
1. What does it mean that the Christian is “between deliv-

erances”? What attitude and actions should this truth 
fofof ster for a believer when in difficulty? 

2. How can we be more mindful of all that God is keeping 
us from when He deems it necessary for us to have tri-
als and storms? What begets humility and thankfulness 
even when in difficult circumstances?

3. Prove from the passage that no wave ever came between 
Christ and His disciples. 

4. Why did Christ walk on the sea, and not just calm the 
storm from a distance? How would you answer those 
who said it was wrong for Peter to want to walk to Jesus?

5. Someone described Peter’s problem as Christ “moving 
from the center of his eyes to the corner” and the storm 
moving from “the corner of his eyes to the center.” Reflect 
on how that happens.

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.
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EvangElistic PrEaching (4)
EVaNgElism/missioNs | Dr . David P . Murray

Also, when we are addressing the unconverted in front 
of us, we should work especially hard at moving away 
from reading our notes. When we are appealing, beseech-
ing, arguing, and reasoning in a very personal way with 
unbelievers Ð let it be eyeball to eyeball, “we beseech you.” 
Don’t let paper get in the way, distracting, and break-Don’t let paper get in the way, distracting, and break-Don’t let paper get in the way, distracting, and break
ing the eye contact. Let’s really make it personal so that 
people really feel “he is speaking to me.”

We can also make it personal by getting inside the We can also make it personal by getting inside the 
minds of our hearers and saying things like this: “Well, 
you’re sitting there, you are thinking this…aren’t you? But 
this is what God’s Word says.” Or, “You’re here today and 
you’re hearing this and you are feeling so and so….” And 
the person sitting there says, “He is thinking about me. He 
knows how I think, he knows how I tick; he is concerned 
to address what is going on in my mind.” Again, it just to address what is going on in my mind.” Again, it just 
makes it a very personal intimate transaction.

pERSUASIvE
In evangelistic preaching the great aim is persuasion. 
Much of such sermons will be taken up with Acts 2:38± 42 
type beseeching, pleading, arguing, and reasoning. It’s not 
just, “Here are some facts; take them or leave them,” as if 
we are just dispassionate conveyors of information. We are 
here to persuade. People must see our anxiety that they 
respond to the gospel in faith and repentance. We plead 
that the Holy Spirit may attend with the Word to raise 
the spiritually dead to life (Eph. 2:1). We urge them to 
ask for Him (Luke 11:13).

pRESENT
Evangelistic preaching majors in the present tense. Yes, it 
deals with biblical data, which is usually in the past tense. 
But it moves rapidly from the past to the present. These 
are not sermons that are taken up with large amounts 
of history, geography, and chronology. They may begin 
there, but move swiftly to the here and the now.

Hearers realize the sermon is about here, about now. 
It’s connected to the present, it’s relevant, it has impact on 
them, in this day and in this age. Martyn Lloyd-Jones used 
to speak of such sermons being in the “urgent tense,” and 
that really is what should be communicated. We must show 
that the ancient Word connects with today’s world, and is 
relevant both to the present and the future.

pERSONAL
These sermons should also be personal. Yes, again, we 
begin with explaining the Word as originally given to 
the Israelites, the disciples, etc. It starts with “they” and 
“them.” However, in evangelistic preaching, we move rap-
idly to “you.”

I’m sure we’ve all sat in congregations, heard sermons 
about the Philistines, the Israelites, the Corinthians, and 
the Philippians, and wondered, “But what about me? Does 
this have anything to say to Americans, Scots, Africans, 
etc.?” When teaching God’s people we can spend more 
time explaining the teaching as it applied to the original 
hearers. But when we are going after lost souls, we have 
to move more swiftly, we have to engage more rapidly, we 
must show relevance much earlier on.

ThE RESULTS Of EvANgELISTIC pREAChINg
Let’s conclude by asking: “What does evangelistic preaching sound/look/feel like?”



pASSIONATE
To be really persuasive, we must also be passionate. Let peo-
ple see that we feel this deeply, that we fear for their eternal 
state, that we are anxious over them, and that we love them 
deeply. Let that be communicated in our words, but also in 
our facial expressions, our body language, and our tone.

I’m not arguing for acting here; this should come natu-
rally. Sometimes, before preaching an evangelistic sermon, I 
spend some time trying to think of lost unbelieving souls in 
my congregation, and even of particular individuals. I may 
try to see their faces (often lovely characters by nature—
helpful, kind, loving people—but lost). I try to see them 
dying, going to judgment, and then their faces as they hear 
the verdict. Then I envision them sinking into the bottom-
less pit, being burned in eternal fire, going to the company 
of the devil and his angels. I try to see them there, try to 
hear them there. Sometimes I might even think of one of 
my own unsaved family members, just to try and bring home 
the reality and the enormity of the unsaved’s predicament. 
If we can really feel it ourselves, we will be passionate in our 
pleading, in our loving, and in our reasoning.

pLAIN
Evangelistic preaching will be plain. If we love sinners and 
we are anxious for them to be saved, we will be clear and 
plain in our structure, content, and choice of words. If we 
can use a smaller word, we use it. If we can shorten our 
sentences, we do so. If we can find an illustration, we tell it. 
Everything is aimed at simplicity and clarity, so that, as it 
was said of Martin Luther, it may be said of us, “It’s impos-
sible to misunderstand him.”

This is exhausting work. People may think at times that 
doctrinal sermons are harder to prepare and preach than 
evangelistic sermons. Not if you are really going to edit 
and trim and modify until your message communicates the 
profoundest truth in the simplest way possible. That involves 
real labor, sweat, toil, and tears. In Preaching and Preachers 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote:

If I am asked which sermons I wrote, I have already 
said that I used to divide my ministry, as I still do, into 
edification of the saints in the morning and a more 
evangelistic sermon in the evening. Well, my practice 
was to write my evangelistic sermon. I did so because I 
felt that in speaking to the saints, to the believers, one 
could feel more relaxed. There, one was speaking in the 
realm of the family. In other words, I believe that one 
should be unusually careful in evangelistic sermons. 
That is why the idea that a fellow who is merely gifted 
with a certain amount of glibness of speech and self-
confidence, not to say cheek, can make an evangelist 
is all wrong. The greatest men should always be the 
evangelists, and generally have been; and the idea that 
Tom, Dick, and Harry can be put up to speak on a street 

corner, but you must have a great preacher in a pulpit 
in a church is, to me, the reversing of the right order. 
It is when addressing the unbelieving world that we 
need to be most careful; and therefore I used to write 
my evangelistic sermon and not the other (pp. 215–16).

pOwERfUL
When we go into the pulpit with an evangelistic sermon, 
let’s not go in defensively and apologetically. Yes, it may be 
an “apologetic” sermon, but we are not apologizing for the 
truth. When we go in front of sinners with the gospel, let’s 
not come across as if we have something to hide or be afraid 
of. Let’s not hedge and qualify. Let’s not “discuss” or “share.” 
Let’s preach with powerful, bold, divine authority. People 
need to hear, “Thus says the Lord.” This isn’t an option, this 
isn’t just another idea; this is the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth.

pERSEvERINg
And let our evangelistic sermons also be characterized by 
perseverance. We preach. No one’s converted. We do it again. 
We preach. No one’s converted. We do it again, and again, 
and again.

How often should you preach an evangelistic sermon? 
That will largely depend on context. In Scotland, I was 
expected to preach one evangelistic sermon and one teach-
ing sermon every Sunday. Once a week is probably too much 
if you and your church are not used to this. But how about 
once a month? You can tell your congregation that on such 
a morning/evening this is going to be a sermon largely for 
the unconverted, so that Christians will think, “I can take 
my friends to this. This is something I know my boss could 
listen to with some understanding.” Make it regular, and 
make it known that this is what you are going to be doing.

pRAYERfUL
Above all, of course, evangelistic preaching is to be prayer-
ful—before, during, and after. Pray to be delivered from 
the fear of man. Pray that God would give you a passion for 
souls. Pray that you would be able to communicate naturally 
and easily and freely. Pray that you’d get a hearing for the 
gospel and that you’d be able to present Christ so that you 
“disappear.” Pray that the Holy Spirit will bring Scripture 
to your mind which He will use to bring life to the spiritu-
ally dead (Eph. 2:1). And pray afterward that the seed sown 
would bring forth a harvest of saved souls, and that the 
church will be revived and built up.

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). 

Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. This 
article is reprinted from The Free Church Witness.
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55Dr. George Lawson (1749± 1820), who studied under John Brown of Haddington, became pastor of the Associate Synod 
church in Selkirk, Scotland in 1771. In 1787, he succeeded Brown as professor of theology in the Divinity Hall, which was 
then moved to Selkirk so that he could continue serving as pastor there. As a professor of theology he trained scores of men 
for the ministry for more than three decades and was loved by all the people of God. He became best known for his sermons 
and commentaries, particularly for his commentary on Proverbs and his books on Ruth, Joseph, Esther, and David. Less 
known is his scarce work, Helps to A Devout Life, being a Treatise on Religious Duties. This remarkable little book is 
a summary of how Christians ought to live. It is divided into a Trinitarian structure: the duties we owe to Christ, the duties 
we owe to the Father, and the duties we owe to the Holy Spirit. The entire book is full of practical, savory truth. As space 
allots, we hope to print this book in short articles in this periodical. The article below is the first part of the second chapter.

We ought to believe in Jesus Christ to the saving of our souls.
Faith in Christ is a necessary duty. There is no salvation 

except in Christ; and without faith in His name, we can 
obtain none of His precious blessings. “Saith the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness”; “He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be damned.” If so, 
who would not wish above all things to know the character 
of Him in whom we are called on to believe: what is meant 
by believing on Him; what ground we have for our faith; 
and what motives or encouragements we have for looking 
exclusively to Him for the salvation of our souls?

IN whOM ARE wE TO BELIEvE?
How shall we believe in Him of whom we have not heard? 
We cannot trust in Christ for salvation unless assured on 
unimpeachable evidence that He is able and willing to 
save us. If He were able but not willing to save, His power 
would be the object of terror, and not of confidence. If 
not almighty, His willingness to save would be worthless, 
for only an omnipotent arm could deliver sinners from the 
ruins of their fallen condition. But blessed be God, from 
the writings of the prophets and apostles we have the most 
perfect assurance of the infinite grace and infinite power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Take only the testimony of John, the 
beloved disciple, who wrote his gospel that we might believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that believing, we 
might have life through His name. In its opening sentence 
he gives such an account of the person of Christ as must 
convince every unprejudiced reader that our Saviour is the 
Great God, equal in power and glory with the Father, and 
therefore “mighty to save.” 

“In the beginning was the Word.” This “Word” was a 
distinct person from another person who is called God. 

These two persons do not differ in essence, for the Word 
who was in the beginning with God is God. The Word is 
in no respect inferior, for He who lay in the bosom of the 
Father was the Creator of all things, and “without him was 
not anything made that was made.” If Christ had not been 
a divine person, He could not have been entrusted with the 
salvation of our souls. Only “in the Lord Jehovah is ever-
lasting strength”; “who is God, but the Lord; who is a rock, 
save our God?”

“The Word was made f lesh,” and tabernacled among the 
Jews. Most of them saw no beauty in the incarnate Word 
that they should desire Him; but the men whose eyes were 
opened by the grace of God “saw his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” He 
was from eternity appointed to be the Savior of self-ruined 
sinners. In consequence of this appointment, He took part 
of our f lesh and blood, that He might obey the law, and 
satisfy all its demands in that nature by which it had been 
violated. The Messiah was cut off, but not for Himself. 
For sinful men He lived a holy life, and died an accursed 
death. Being made perfect through sufferings, He became 
the Author of eternal salvation to all them that obey Him. 
Had Jesus continued forever under the power of death, our 
faith and our hope had been vain, “but now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and is become the first-fruits of them that 
slept.” God hath not only raised Him from the dead, but all 
power in heaven and earth has been given unto Him, that 
He might give eternal life to all that believe on His name.

Such is the account which the Scriptures give of Him 
in whom we are called to believe. They assure us that He 
is a person truly divine and yet incarnate, having assumed 
human nature that He might do everything needful for our 
salvation. Further, they assure us that every saving office 
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Faith in Christ (1)

These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. —JOhN 20:31

|  George LawsonExpERIENTIAL ChRISTIANITY
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belongs to Him by His Father’s appointment, and His own 
voluntary undertaking; that He is the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world; a light given to the Gen-
tiles, that He might be God’s salvation to the ends of the 
earth; a King highly exalted, seated on a throne of mercy, 
that He may dispense in rich abundance spiritual blessings 
to perishing sinners. In the representations given of the 
Lord Jesus Christ we find everything fitted to impart per-
fect confidence in His ability and willingness to save. We 
behold in Him all divine excellencies, every saving office, 
an exhaustless fullness of grace and truth, an everlasting 
righteousness, and a complete salvation, purchased by His 
precious blood, placed before our view, offered and recom-
mended to our acceptance by the blessed God, the Author 
of the glorious gospel. What shall we say to these things? 
Shall we not say with joy and gratitude, “We will trust and 
not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is our strength and our 
song, and he also is become our salvation.”

When we believe in Christ, we give not that glory to 
another which is due only to God (Ps. 146:3± 5). The confi-
dence we place in the Redeemer is not alienated from God. 
Our justification is through faith in Christ, as Paul shows 
at great length in Romans; and yet in the same epistle he 
sometimes speaks of that faith by which we are justified as 
if it were placed in God the Father: “If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved” (Rom. 10:9; 4:24). To believe in Christ as an exalted 
Savior is to believe in God, who raised Him from the dead.

We cannot come to Christ without coming to God by 
Him, and we cannot come to God but by Jesus Christ 
(John 14:6).

The name of Christ is frequently represented as the 
object of our faith. By His name is meant the full represen-
tation made of Him in Holy Scripture. We cannot believe 
the word of truth without believing in Christ. For what is 
the gospel, but the revelation of Christ as our Savior; and 
what is the faith of the gospel, but faith in Him whom it so 
clearly displays to our view (Rom. 1:16, 17).

ThE NATURE Of fAITh
What is that faith which is so necessary for our salvation, 
and so highly commended in the Bible?

There have been many disputes about the true nature 
of faith; and yet one would think that the characteristics 
of this grace must be fully described in a book which was 
designed by divine wisdom to be a light to our feet and a 
lamp to our path.

If the Scriptures do not clearly explain the way of salva-
tion, how can they be a light to guide our feet in the way that 
leads to life everlasting? We are not to suppose that some men 
are saved in one way and some in another. “There is no other 
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be 

saved, but the name of Jesus.” There is no other way in which 
we can receive salvation from Jesus but by faith; and there is 
only one kind of saving faith. How important, therefore, the 
question, “What is faith in Jesus Christ?” How dangerous to 
be mistaken on a point of such vital consequence!

It is, however, a comfortable thought that different men 
may exercise the same faith in Christ, and obtain the same 
salvation through His name, who use very different lan-
guage in describing their faith in Him.

All men do not mean the same thing by the same words. 
Those who deny something to belong to the nature of faith 
which others hold to be essential to it, may, in a greater 
or less degree, practice, under another name, that which 
they deny to be needful. There are some, for instance, who 
allege that it forms no part of our faith to assure ourselves of 
salvation, and yet they may really enjoy personal assurance 
of salvation by receiving and resting upon Christ. There 
are others who maintain that coming to Jesus is a distinct 
exercise of the soul from believing, and yet allow that it is 
inseparably connected with faith. It is, however, of great 
importance to have clear, precise, and distinct apprehensions 
of the true nature of faith, that the exercise of our hearts in 
believing may not be perplexed and encumbered by mistakes 
or doubts. Besides, if we err simply in words in regard to 
this grace, we may lead other men into errors of judgment or 
practice, by conveying to them our sentiments in language 
to which they may affix very different ideas from our own.to which they may affix very different ideas from our own.

One thing is certain, our faith, if genuine, must be in 
exact accordance with the word of the truth of the gospel. 
Hence, in Scripture it is called obedience to the gospel, or 
the “obedience of faith.” If we receive the testimony of man, 
the testimony of God is greater; and if we know what is 
meant by the belief of a man’s testimony, we may from this 
form a clear idea of the nature of that grace by which we set 
to our seal that God is true.
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Medical Ethics  
a reformeD perspeCtIve (2)

Biblical Doctrines In Medical Ethics
Last time I left off with the plan to present somewhat of a 
framework that may be helpful when working through ethical 
dilemmas. This framework is not my own. It is drawn from 
a book that I recommend, Bioethics and the Christian Life, by 
David VanDrunen.1

VanDrunen suggests that there are four key doctrines found 
in Scripture that can help to inform our decisions. There are 
many other doctrines that are found in Scripture that can apply 
in different situations. In fact, for each dilemma or decision 
that we face, we must do our utmost to prayerfully consider the 
whole counsel of God before proceeding; however, these four 
doctrines are a starting point.

1. tHe sovereIgnty of goD
The first is the doctrine of the sovereignty of God and divine 
providence. The Bible makes it very clear that God is in control 
of all things. Not one sparrow falls to the ground without the 
will of our heavenly Father (Matt. 10:29). He ordains every 
detail of our lives. The hairs of our head are numbered (Matt. 
10:30). What we perceive as “good” or even what we perceive 
as evil is under His control. We often find it easy to see the 
providential hand of God and acknowledge His sovereignty in 
the good things that happen to us; but in times of adversity, this 
is much more difficult. As the Heidelberg Catechism states in 
Question 27, the providence of God is “the almighty and every-
where present power of God; whereby, as it were by his hand, 
he upholds and governs heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that 
herbs and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, 
meat and drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, 
and all things come, not by chance, but by his fatherly hand.” 

Scripture also tells us that God’s providence and sovereignty 
are directed toward the upbuilding of His people. “All things 
work together for good to them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). 
Even the evil that befalls His children works to their good. 

One of the most vivid examples that we find in Scripture 
of someone submitting to the sovereignty of God is the story 
of Job. He received much evil at the hand of Satan, allowed 
by God. After all the awful things had happened to him, he 
could still say, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” 
(Job 13:15). So, first and foremost when a challenge arises, 

consider this: God is in control. However, if one is not united 
to Christ, then all things will not necessarily work together for 
good. This provides us with a place to begin in our counseling. 

2. tHe Image of goD
Another key biblical doctrine to keep in mind when deal-
ing with medical ethics is that man is created in the image 
of God. God made this entire wonderful, awesome creation 
with all its vastness, beauty, and incredible diversity. But out 
of all of it only man was created in the image of God. Psalm 
8 comes to mind as an exposition of how man truly is the pin-
nacle of God’s creation. Today, most physicians—in fact, most 
people in our society at large—fail to see much of a distinction 
between human beings and the rest of creation. Human beings 
are often held in much the same regard as other animal life. 
The reality that a human being is special because he or she is 
created in the image of God has largely been lost.

To most physicians, the concept of an eternal soul is for-
eign. But in reality, human life is radically different from any 
other life that we find on this earth. From the moment that 
new life is formed at conception, God creates a unique human 
being with both a body and a soul, which remain together until 
separated by death. No other creature has a living soul.

We live in a very visual culture; we thrive on images. If 
we can’t see something, we tend to disbelieve it or minimize 
its importance. This can have a subtle yet profound inf luence 
on how we think about the beginning and end of life issues. 
Human embryos, only a few cells in number, invisible to the 
naked eye, look nothing like a human being. In our visually 
driven culture, these are not given the respect that they deserve. 
These tiny, microscopic collections of cells are a living person, 
incredibly precious, deserving of honor and protection as God’s 
image-bearers. The elderly person, curled up in a fetal position 
in bed, too weak to rise with his mind clouded by Alzheimer’s 
and his voice too weak to speak, is also an image-bearer.

Perhaps this sounds a little too man-centered or almost as 
man-worship. That is not my intention. Mankind as image-
bearers has tarnished this image by the Fall. The Bible teaches 
that our natural state is totally depraved. As Psalm 9 teaches us, 
we need to recognize ourselves to be “but men.” Our true, full 
glory as image-bearers will not be seen until we are risen again 
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when the Bridegroom returns and we are found among the com-
pany gathered around the throne of the Lamb. We must view 
mankind from this balanced perspective. Every image-bearer 
bears the image of God and because of this deserves our respect. 

3. tHe realIty anD nature of DeatH
This is the third doctrine that is often helpful to consider when 
thinking about medical ethics. This is somewhat difficult to 
explain. In our current society, perhaps even more so in Europe 
than in North America, we normalize death. Death is con-
sidered to be a very natural thing. Much has been written to 
define the stages of dying and coming to terms with a terminal 
diagnosis; the goal of this is to help lessen the sting of death, 
to take away the fear associated with death. We are told that 
those suffering from chronic diseases should welcome death as 
a means to escape this suffering. Yet is this understanding and 
attitude toward death scriptural?

Death first entered into the world through sin. It is a 
punishment for sin, man’s sin. Man was created to live. God 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Life (both physical 
and more importantly eternal life) is what humans were created 
for. It is in life that we bear the image of God. Therefore, we as 
Christians should always act to affirm life—to choose life over 
death. We need to accept that death will come to all, but death 
in and of itself should not be embraced. Death is a fearsome 
thing. It is an awful thing. It separates soul and body. This, in 
the deepest sense, is wholly unnatural. 

I agree that, in one sense of the word, death is natural. It is 
natural in that it happens to all creatures; no one will escape 
it. Perhaps it is better to say that death is inevitable (as a result 
of sin) but not natural. In fact, Jesus has come and conquered 
death so that His people do not have to suffer eternal death. 
For His people, even the sting of physical death has been taken 
away. Now death, instead of being a portal to eternal woe, is 
a portal to eternal life in anticipation of the resurrection and 
the world to come.

This biblical concept of death is utterly foreign to our soci-
ety. By focusing on how we die—free of pain, dignity intact, 
in full control of our faculties—society has distracted us from 
the fearsome reality of what lies beyond the grave. Accord-
ing to this view, death is good if it is noble and preserves our 
autonomy or pride. 

We too can be drawn into this misguided focus on the man-
ner of death. Now, please don’t misunderstand me. Physicians, 
healthcare workers, and family members, when caring for those 
who are experiencing a great deal of pain and suffering, have an 
obligation to provide comfort, support, and care for those at the 
end of their lives. We must hold firm, however, to the belief that 
life, even when it may involve suffering or pain or incapacity, is 
still an inherent good, a God-breathed gift worth protecting.

4. tHe realIty of sufferIng
The fourth key doctrine to consider is the reality of suffering. 
Suffering is inevitable. To quote VanDrunen: “For Christians 

the question is not really whether we will suffer but how we 
will suffer. Will we suffer in a godly way or not?”2 Scripture 
says, “In the world ye shall have tribulation” (John 16:33). 
Many issues that give rise to difficult ethical dilemmas involve 
suffering. Issues regarding infertility, chronic pain, and chronic 
illness all can cause those struggling with these matters to 
experience great suffering. 

Our natural response to suffering is often to question God. 
Ref lexively we ask, “Why me?” or “How could a loving God 
allow, even ordain that such a thing should happen?” Yet we 
must accept, through prayerful submission, that God is lov-
ing and wise. “For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts” (Isa. 55:9). Think again of the example of Job. 
When Job questions why all these things have happened to 
him, God reminds him in chapters 38–41 how great He is and 
how small Job is. 

Although we are not called to look for suffering, we should 
pray for grace to bear a burden if God chooses to place it upon 
us. Suffering is not the ultimate evil. We may not necessarily 
do all that we can to avoid suffering; at times we must accept 
it as God’s will. Think, for instance, of the suffering that a 
person with a spinal cord injury experiences. Such a person 
may be unable to walk, possibly unable to perform even basic 
self-care. Now suppose medical science had found a way to use 
embryonic stem cells, derived from “spare” human embryos, 
to cause regeneration of the nervous system and treatment of 
the injury. This would provide immense relief and heal the 
suffering of many, yet it would be wrong because it involved 
taking innocent life. 

Suffering must be endured if the means that we would use 
to end it are contrary to the revealed will of God. In fact, it is in 
times of suffering that God’s people are often drawn closer to 
Him, made more dependent on Him, and become more glori-
ously aware of their adoption as His children. “Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil for thou art with me” (Ps. 23:4). 

So, to brief ly recap, we should keep in mind four important 
biblical doctrines: first, the providence of God—He controls 
and directs all things; second, man is an image-bearer of God 
and as such deserves respect; third, the reality and nature of 
death—that it is wholly unnatural and that the only way for the 
sting of the grave to be lost is through redemption by Christ; 
and fourth, the nature of suffering—at times we are called to 
suffer and we must do so in a God-honoring way.

1. David VanDrunen. Bioethics and the Christian Life: A Guide to Making Dif-
ficult Decisions (Wheaton: Crossway, 2009).

2. Ibid., p. 62. 

Dr. Joel Hamstra is a member of the Free Reformed Church of Dundas, Ontario 
and is Assistant Clinical Professor of Anesthesia at McMaster University and 
Director of Obstetrical Anesthesia, St. Joseph’s Healthcare, Hamilton, Ontario. 
This article is reprinted from The Messenger.



WCFthe ChurCh (1): the Westminster Confession of Faith

We s tmins ter ConFe ssion oF Faith (25.1)

The catholic or universal Church which is invisible, consists 
of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are, or shall 
be gathered into one, under Christ the Head thereof; and is 
the spouse, the body, the fulness of Him that fills all in all.

aFter Peter ConFesses that Jesus is the Christ, the Lord 
makes this remarkable pronouncement: “I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” 
(Matt. 16:18). The Greek word translated “church” means 
a number of persons called together in a public assembly 
(Acts 19:32, 39, 41). When the Jews translated the Hebrew 
Old Testament into Greek, this word was used for the con-
gregation of Israel at Mt. Sinai (Deut. 4:10; 9:10), and later 
assemblies, especially for worship (2 Chron. 6:3, 12, 13; Ps. 
22:22, 25; Joel 2:16). 

Christ seized this word with a rich history in Israel and 
claimed it as His own: My church. He is the Lord of the 
congregation of God’s worshipers, the King of the true 
Israel (Phil. 3:3). Christ builds the church by His power, 
and He promises that Satan will never overthrow it.

This church transcends each local congregation of wor-
shipers. A local church can die spiritually (Rev. 3:1), and 
Christ Himself may remove its light (Rev. 2:5). There are 
many sad sights of empty buildings where a church once met 
or where formerly faithful churches have fallen into heresy. 
But Christ said that His church cannot fail.

Therefore Christ spoke of what the Westminster Con-
fession calls “the catholic or universal church,” both the 
church worldwide and the church in heaven and on earth. 
(The word catholic comes from a Greek word meaning uni-
versal or international, and does not necessarily or exclu-
sively refer to Roman Catholicism.) Some of the church’s 
members are already in glory (the church triumphant). Some 
still fight the good fight of the faith on earth (the church 
militant). But all are one people called out of the world into 
holy union with Christ (1 Cor. 1:2). When we meet in local 
congregations, we join with saints in heaven and through-
out the earth to worship God through Christ as one great 
assembly (Heb. 12:22± 24).

The Confession has a number of things to say about the 
universal church.

First, this church is invisible. That does not mean its 
members are ghosts that meet in phantom buildings; it 
means that the universal church is defined in ways that are 

spiritually discerned and not physically seen. The church 
is not a building but a people who worship in spirit and 
truth, a temple built with living, personal stones ( John 
4:20± 24; 1 Peter 2:5). It is not a particular denomination 
and cannot be defined by allegiance to any mere man such 
as the pope of Rome (1 Cor. 1:12± 13). At certain times and 
places, the true church may exist as hidden gatherings of 
believers fiercely persecuted by leaders of the visible church 
(Rev. 13:11± 15). 

We cannot produce a complete list of the church’s mem-
bers, for some whom we thought to be saved fall away and 
show that they never really belonged (1 John 2:19). Not 
everyone who confesses Jesus as Lord is known to Him 
or saved by Him (Matt. 7:21± 23). The church’s member-
ship is not defined by participation in baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, for some who receive the sacraments are 
not in Christ (Acts 8:13, 18± 24; 1 Cor. 10:1± 8), and some 
true believers do not have the opportunity to receive them 
(Luke 23:39± 43). 

The true church is defined by invisible factors. The qual-
ifications for membership are the secret election of God and 
the internal work of the Holy Spirit to produce faith. We 
can see evidence of these divine operations in the fruit of the 
Spirit, but the true identity of the church is invisible. Yet it 
is visible or known to God: “The Lord knoweth them that 
are his” (2 Tim. 2:19).

Second, the church consists of the elect. God elected 
or chose individuals in order to save them from their sins, 
adopt them as His children and heirs, and make them holy 
by union with Christ (Eph. 1:4). The church is “a chosen 
generation,” joined to Christ who is Himself “chosen of 
God, and precious” (1 Peter 2:4, 9). The Bible says, “Christ 
died for the church” (Eph. 5:25), that is, He decreed to 
redeem the elect long before any of them were born (Eph. 
4:5). Their names were “written in the book of life from 
the foundation of the world,” and when they believe in the 
Lamb, they overcome the world because they are “called, 
and chosen, and faithful” (Rev. 17:8, 14).

Third, the church is in union with Christ as the bride 
or spouse of the Lord. The church was promised to Christ 
in God’s eternal counsels (2 Tim. 1:9) and is betrothed to 
Christ by the Spirit in effectual calling (1 Cor. 1:9; 6:17). As 
Christ’s spouse, the church is the object of Christ’s redeem-
ing love and His nourishing and cherishing affection (Eph. 
5:25, 28± 29). 

Fourth, the members of the church are joined to Christ 
in a living, organic, and personal union, knit to Him as 

DoCtrinal Christianit y | Dr. Joel r. Beeke & rev. Paul smalley

110  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  APRIL 2014



APRIL 2014  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  111

closely as the members or parts of a man’s body (Eph. 5:30–
31). Since Christ is the church’s head, He rules over it as 
Lord and the true members of the church submit to His 
Word as it washes them clean (Eph. 5:23, 24, 26). 

This unspeakable privilege of union with Christ makes 
the church the recipient of the fullness of Christ’s graces, 
“his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 
1:23). There is no station in life higher or more privileged 
than to be a member of the true church!

We s tmins ter ConFe ssion oF Faith (25.2)

The visible Church, which is also catholic or universal 
under the gospel (not confined to one nation as before under 
the law), consists of all those throughout the world that pro-
fess the true religion; and of their children: and is the king-
dom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, 
out of which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.

in this seC tion the Westminster ConFession discusses the 
visible church. We make this distinction because the church 
is a people called together, but the call is twofold. There is 
an external call through the voice of the preacher (Matt. 
22:9–10, 14), and an internal, effectual call through the 
powerful work of the Holy Spirit upon the soul (1 Cor. 1:23–
24). We can see the people who have outwardly responded 
to the preacher’s call, but we cannot directly view the inward 
working of the Spirit. 

Sometimes people find the distinction of visible/invisible 
confusing. Are we talking about two different churches? By 
no means! Perhaps an analogy would help. An old Dutch 
divine, Wilhelmus à Brakel, compared it to the soul and 
body of a man. We recognize that human beings have an 
invisible aspect and a visible aspect to their lives. The soul 
is hidden within the body, but we do not divide the soul 
and body of a living man. We do not expect people to walk 
around as souls without bodies. Nor do we say that a body 
without a soul is really a man—it’s just a corpse. 

In the same way, we recognize that the church has an 
invisible aspect and a visible aspect. The invisible church is 
hidden within the visible, but we do not divide them into two 
churches. The claim to be part of the invisible church while 
having nothing to do with the visible church is as plausible 
as spirits walking around without bodies—and almost as 
frightening. On the other hand, a church without a vital 
union with Christ by the Holy Spirit is not a true church. It is 
an institutional corpse. In reality, the invisible church shows 
itself on earth in and through the visible church.

The Confession teaches us that the visible church is 
also universal, adding the explanatory note that it is not 
confined to one nation. From the days of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, God’s visible church consisted of Israel and those 
few foreigners such as Rahab and Ruth who were joined to 
Israel. The risen Christ commissioned His servants to make 
disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19), and this they did by 
planting churches in many lands (Acts 14:23). 

Historically, Reformed and Presbyterian Christians have 
taught that the universal church is visible not only in local 
churches but also in the order or structure that binds many 
congregations together into one, such as classes or presby-
teries, and synods or general assemblies. This church polity 
is distinguished from Congregational (and Baptist) polity, 
in which the visible church has no higher authority than the 
elders who rule over local congregations, though congrega-
tions may consult together and cooperate in missions.

The visible church consists of all those throughout the world 
that profess the true religion. That is to say, membership of the 
visible church is defined by those persons who confess the 
faith, who publicly declare that they believe in Jesus Christ, 
and who obey the teachings of Christianity. The New Tes-
tament argues that personal trust in Christ will produce a 
public confession of Him before men (Rom. 10:9–10), and 
warns that those who refuse to confess Christ will not be 
owned by Him on Judgment Day (Matt. 10:32–33). A true 
profession of Christ as Lord also includes receiving the 
sacraments and walking in obedience to God’s laws (Matt. 
28:19–20; Acts 2:38, 41; 1 Cor. 11:26). The visible church 
has a responsibility to exclude from its membership those 
who embrace serious error or sin and refuse to repent.

In addition to professing believers, the confession 
declares that the children of those that profess the true religion 
are also members of the visible church. Here the Confession 
stands on the pattern of the covenant that is universal in 
Scripture, whereby promises made to believers are extended 
to include their children (Gen. 17:7; Acts 2:39). Note that 
membership in the visible church is no guarantee of mem-
bership in the invisible church. Nonetheless, the practice 
of the visible church must conform to the promise, and 
so children of believers are to be baptized and received as 
members of the church. 

Though it is true that some in the visible church are not 
saved, we should never fail to cherish the visible church. The 
Confession says that it is the kingdom of Christ and the house 
and family of God. The exiled Judean poet expressed it well: 
“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my 
chief joy” (Ps. 137:5, 6). 



It may shock modern evangelicals, but the Confession 
also says that there is no ordinary possibility of salvation outside 
of the visible church. The Book of Acts tells us about many 
miracles done by the apostles and visits from angels. But 
in nearly every case where someone is saved from sin, it is 
by the ministry of the church. Even when an angel visited 
Cornelius, the angel did not proclaim the gospel to him, 
but directed him to the apostle Peter, “who shall tell thee 
words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved” (Acts 
11:14). We do not deny that God may use a gospel tract 
or well-placed Bible to convert a sinner. But His ordinary
means are set forth in Paul’s argument for the necessity of 
preaching: “How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear with-
out a preacher?” (Rom. 10:14). Therefore, cherish the visible 
church, faithfully attend its assemblies, and make diligent 
use of the means of grace it provides, for God is pleased to 
use the preaching of the Word to save sinners.

We s tmins ter ConFe ssion oF Faith (25.3)

Unto this catholic visible Church Christ has given the min-
istry, oracles, and ordinances of God, for the gathering and 
perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the end of the world: 
and does, by His own presence and Spirit, according to His 
promise, make them effectual thereunto.

s ome PeoPle think that true sPiritualit y is so mystical 
that we really do not need the church with its creeds and 
confessions, and its forms of worship, so long as we follow 
what God says to our hearts. A personal relationship with 
the Lord surpasses everything else, even the plain teaching 
of the Bible. Other people put so much stock in the sacra-
ments that they think receiving baptism, attending church, 
and taking the Lord’s Supper virtually guarantees their 
salvation unless they do something really bad. Reformed 
Christianity, in contrast to these extremes, does not sepa-
rate the life of the visible church and the invisible work of 
the Spirit, but emphasizes both as crucial to knowing and 
pleasing God.

We treasure the church because Christ has given to the 
visible church the means by which He saves His people. 
First, Christ gives them the ministry, that is, men gifted 
and called as servants of the Word. Paul taught that the 
ascended Christ builds up His body by giving ministers of 
the Word to the church (Eph. 4:10± 12). These men are not 
saviors but only servants of God and stewards of God’s truth 

(1 Cor. 4:1). Still, ministers who are faithful in their lives and 
teachings are instruments by which God saves the church 
from sin and brings it to glory (1 Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 2:10).

Second, Christ gives to the church the oracles of God oracles of God oracles
(Rom. 3:1± 2), the Holy Scriptures. We are grateful that in 
America we live in an age of unprecedented access to the 
Scriptures (just a click away on the internet). But the church, 
as “the pillar and ground of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:15), still 
plays a central role in preserving the Scriptures, guarding 
their faithful translation and interpretation, promoting edu-
cation and literacy, reading them as part of public worship, 
and encouraging the private reading of the Bible in personal 
devotions and family worship.

Third, Christ gives the ordinances to the church. By 
“ordinances” the confession refers to the public means of 
worship which Christ ordained or commanded, such as 
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, public prayer, and singing praise 
to God (see Confession, 21.5). The holy God inhabits the 
praises of Israel (Ps. 22:3), and many times God’s people 
have experienced His presence dwelling with them as they 
worship together on the Lord’s Day. Indeed, Christ prom-
ised His special presence when believers assemble in His 
name (Ps. 22:22; Matt. 18:20).

Christ commanded His church to preach the Word and 
to use the ordinances, and promised, “Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:19± 20)Ð
implying that these means of grace will never grow obsolete 
and we must faithfully use them to the end of the world. Far to the end of the world. Far to the end of the world
from despising the means, we should use them with great 
expectation, for as we use the means, Christ is present with 
us. And Christ will not let His church fail.

However, we do not turn the means of grace into a sur-
rogate Christ, but instead, as the Confession says, believe 
that Christ must make them effective by His own presence 
and Spirit. Mechanical rituals and even the preaching of ser-
mons do not have any inherent power to do spiritual good. 
Reformed Christianity rejects the ex opere operato (“by the 
work having been worked”) principle of the Roman church 
where the mere performance of the liturgy confers grace. 
Instead, the church constantly remembers Christ’s words, “I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without 
me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Rev. Paul Smalley is Dr. Beeke’s teaching assistant.Rev. Paul Smalley is Dr. Beeke’s teaching assistant.Rev. Paul Smalley
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The lines of Scripture are more valuable than mines of gold! 

God’s Word is the star which directs us to Heaven!star which directs us to Heaven!star

Scripture is the field where “the Pearl of great price” is hidden.

The Scriptures are the richest jewels that Christ has left.

The Word is so full of goodness, justice, and sanctity, that 
it could be breathed from none but God. 

It bears His very image. 
It has no errata in it. 
It is a beam of the Sun of Righteousness. 
It is a crystal stream, f lowing from the Fountain of Life.
It commends to us whatever is “ just, lovely, and noble.”

This “sword of the Spirit” cuts down vice!

Out of this tower of Scripture Ð is thrown down a millstone 
upon the head of sin!

The Scripture is the Royal Law, which commands not only 
the actions Ð but the affections.

Where is such holiness to be foundÐ as is dug from this 
Sacred Mine? Who could be its authorÐ but God Himself?

God’s Word is the judge of controversies Ð and the rock of 
infallibility!

All truth must be brought to the touchstone of Scripture.

This blessed Book will fill the head with knowledge Ð and 
the heart wheart wheart ith grace!

God wrote the two tables with His own fingers. 
If God took pains to write Ð well may we take pains to read!

The Scripture is a rock of diamonds Ð a chain of pearls adorn-
ing the Christian, and glorifying God.

The Scriptures are profitable for all things.
Is the believer cast down? Here are “comforts to delight 

the soul”! 
Is he assaulted by Satan? Here is “the sword of the Spirit” 

to resist him.

The Scripture is the chart, by which the believer sails to 
eternity!

The Scripture is the Christian’s Sundial, by which he sets the Christian’s Sundial, by which he sets the Christian’s Sundial
his life!

The Scripture is the Christian’s Balance, in which he weighs 
his actions!

The Scripture is the Christian’s Map, by which he daily walks!

One hour in Heaven will make us forget all our sorrows! As 
the sun dries up the water, so one beam of God’s glorious 
face will dry up all our tears!

Heaven is the highest link of the saint’s happiness. As there 
is no intermission in the joys of HeavenÐ so there shall be no 
expiration of them. When God has once planted His saints 
in paradise, He will never transplant them, “they shall be 
forever with the Lord!”

The sea is not so full of waterÐ as the soul of a glorified 
saint is full of joy. There can be no sorrow in HeavenÐ as 
there can be no joy in Hell.

See how happy are God’s saints at their death! They go to a 
kingdom! They see God’s face, which shines ten thousand 
times brighter than the sun in its meridian glory! They enter 
eternal glory, which is the quintessence of all delights! 

In that heavenly kingdom, the saints are crowned with
perfection!

TThe he desiresdesires of the glorified saints are infinitely satisfied!  of the glorified saints are infinitely satisfied! 
There is nothing absent Ð which they could wish might 

be enjoyed. 
There is nothing present Ð which they could wish might 

be removed. 

In Heaven, there is…
knowledge without ignorance,
holiness without sin,
beauty without blemish,
strength without weakness,
light without darkness,
riches without poverty,
ease without pain,
liberty without restraint,
rest without labor,
joy without sorrow,
love without hatred,
plenty without excess,
honor without disgrace,
health without sickness,
peace without end,
contentment without cessation!

Oh, the happiness of those who die in the Lord!

Heaven will make amends for all !
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Introducing Romans
Christopher Ash
Romans brings us into an encounter with the 
wonderful glory of God’s grace. And this little 
book helps readers get a grip on Romans by laying 
down the important biblical background, outlin-
ing key themes, and looking in-depth at the open-
ing verses of this monumental work.

(Christian Focus, PB, 87 pages) $4.99|$3.75

Made in Heaven
Ray Comfort & Jeffrey Seto
Created in God’s image, mankind has a 
natural drive to create like our creating 
God. His design has been studied and 
replicated from solar panels and optical 
media to jet propulsion and road reflec-
tors. The authors have insightfully high-

lighted 32 examples of nature-inspired inventions showcasing God’s 
amazing design. (Master Books, HC, 79 pages) $16.00|$12.00

BOOK TALK
The titles below are recently published or reprinted. The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price. 

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

Reformed Confessions of the 16th and 17th Centuries in English  
Translation, volume 4, 1600–1693 Compiled and Introduced by James T. Dennison Jr.

This is the fourth and final volume of James T. Dennison’s Reformed Confessions project, 
which compiles numerous Reformed confessions of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
translated into English. For many of these texts, this is their debut in the Anglo-Saxon 
vernacular. It provides the English-speaking world a richer and more comprehensive view 
of the emergence and maturation of Reformed theology in these foundational centuries Ð
foundational centuries for Reformed thought and foundational summaries of Reformed 

or these centuries. 
Each confessional statement is preceded by a brief introduction containing necessary 

historical and bibliographical background. The confessions are arranged chronologically, 
with this final volume presenting thirty-six documents covering the years 1600± 1693. This 
volume also contains indexes for the complete set, covering Scripture references, names of 
persons and places, and subjects.

This set is a magnificent achievement that witnesses powerfully to the rich development, 
harmony, and piety of the Reformed faith.

(800 pages, HC) $50.00|$38.00
Entire 4-volume set (3348 pages, HC) $190.00|$142.00

heart to heart: Octavius winslow’s Experimental preaching Tanner G. Turley

Over the course of nearly forty-five years of pastoral ministry, Octavius Winslow (1808± 1878) effectively 
demonstrated the practice of applying doctrine to life through his experimental preaching. In Heart to 
Heart: Octavius Winslow’s Experimental Preaching, Tanner G. Turley surveys Winslow’s life and ministry and 
demonstrates how a strong theology of preaching provided the foundation for his preaching methodology. 
Turley highlights the doctrinal precision and Christological focus of Winslow’s preaching, revealing an aim 
at holistic change in hearers through the use of application, discrimination, inquiry, illustration, exhortation, 
and persuasion. By introducing us to this influential preacher of the past, this study shows the significance of 
Winslow’s homiletic for the church of today.

(300 pages, PB) $25.00|$19.00
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Over the course of nearly forty-five years of pastoral ministry, Octavius Winslow (1808± 1878) effectively 
demonstrated the practice of applying doctrine to life through his experimental preaching. In 
Heart: Octavius Winslow’s Experimental Preaching
demonstrates how a strong theology of preaching provided the foundation for his preaching methodology. 
Turley highlights the doctrinal precision and Christological focus of Winslow’s preaching, revealing an aim 
at holistic change in hearers through the use of application, discrimination, inquiry, illustration, exhortation, 
and persuasion. By introducing us to this influential preacher of the past, this study shows the significance of 
Winslow’s homiletic for the church of today.

This set is a magnificent achievement that witnesses powerfully to the rich development, 
harmony, and piety of the Reformed faith.
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gospel Assurance & warnings Paul Washer

It should come as no surprise that misunderstandings about the gospel message and the 
nature of true conversion result in a problem with genuine assurance of salvation. A pseudo-
gospel of “easy believism” has led many into careless presumption, and a poor understanding 
of salvation has abandoned tender consciences to near spiritual despair. In Gospel Assurance 

, Paul Washer shines the light of gospel hope as he cautions against the dangers 
of making an empty profession of faith and carefully explains from Scripture the basis for 
establishing and maintaining a sound assurance of faith.

(288 pages, PB) $20.00|$15.00
Entire 3-volume set (750 pages, PB) $60.00|$45.00

gospel Assurance & 

It should come as no surprise that misunderstandings about the gospel message and the It should come as no surprise that misunderstandings about the gospel message and the 
nature of true conversion result in a problem with genuine assurance of salvation. A pseudo-nature of true conversion result in a problem with genuine assurance of salvation. A pseudo-
gospel of “easy believism” has led many into careless presumption, and a poor understanding 
of salvation has abandoned tender consciences to near spiritual despair. In 
and Warnings, Paul Washer shines the light of gospel hope as he cautions against the dangers 
of making an empty profession of faith and carefully explains from Scripture the basis for 
establishing and maintaining a sound assurance of faith.
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Six Days: The Age of the Earth and 
the Decline of the Church
Ken Ham
Ken Ham examines how compromises starting 
in Genesis, particularly in regard to the six days 
of creation, have filtered down from Bible col-
leges and seminaries to pastors Ð and finally to 
parents and their children. This erosive legacy is 
seen in generations of young people leaving the 
church. The author calls the church to return to 

the authority of God’s Word, from the very first page.
(Master Books, PB, 256 pages) $13.99|$10.50

Not against Flesh and Blood
Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Lloyd-Jones gives a timely reminder to Christians 
of the urgent spiritual battle in which we daily 
live. He unpacks the real dangers of the devil, both 
globally and personally, while powerfully encour-
aging readers that the final victory belongs to God.

(Christian Focus, PB, 98 pages) $9.00|$6.75

The Atonement
Hugh Martin
In an age when the cross is overlooked and mis-
understood, Martin’s work elaborates the essential 
truths of Christ’s death for new believers and sea-
soned ministers. Examining the different contours 
surrounding the atonement of Christ by setting 
forth the covenantal and priestly emphases, the 
author leaves the reader with a renewed apprecia-
tion for this central Christian doctrine.

(Banner of Truth, HC, 233 pages) $26.00|$20.00

Journey to Joy: The Psalms of Ascent
Josh Moody
Embedded in the Bible is a little-known guide-
book to the lasting joy we long for: the Psalms of 
Ascent Ð a set of 15 psalms that shares honestly 
about the heights and the depths of life while cel-
ebrating the faithfulness of God. Helping us to 
engage and explore Psalms 120± 134, Moody offers 
practical counsel, perceptive insights, and personal 
experience as a fellow pilgrim on the joy-filled 

journey to the father heart of God.
(Crossway, PB, 181 pages) $15.00|$11.25

A Fistful of Heroes
John Pollock
This book recounts twenty-eight inspiring biog-
raphies of men and women God brought from 
unpromising beginnings to great usefulness in His 
kingdom, explaining how God raised up and used 
great reformers, liberators, and evangelists of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

(Christian Focus, PB, 287 pages) $15.00|$11.25

World-Proof Your Kids
Tim Sisemore (with Ruth Sisemore)
Christian parenting in a world gone wrong is 
tough. Dr. Timothy Sisemore, a leading child and 
adolescent Christian psychologist, offers his per-
spective on common pitfalls in parenting today. 
He gives insight on how to world-proof your kids, 
teaching them to live in the world but not be of it. 
He emphasizes practical thoughts on how to raise 
children in the fruit of the Spirit.

(Christian Focus, PB, 208 pages) $15.00|$11.25

Facing Lions
J. R. Williamson & R. M. Freedman
Take a look at some of God’s amazing deeds in 
the early church by reading about the opposition 
early Christians faced. In a devotional, factual, and 
educational way, the authors retell the stories of 
seven historical figures that faced persecutionÐ
some stood for truth and others wavered in the 
fire of affliction.

(Christian Focus, PB, 107 pages) $9.00|$6.75
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Jesus uses the example of a vine and its branches. If a branch is 
connected to the vine it is healthy and produces fruit. But what 
happens if the branch is separated from the vine? In a short time 
it dies and its fruit withers. A branch cut off from its vine no 
longer receives the life-giving sap and nutrients it needs to live. 
A branch on its own, that is not connected to its life-source, is 
good for nothing. It will be discarded.

To be “in Christ” means to abide in Him. It means to be 
connected in a living way to Jesus. We are like branches. If we 
are connected to Jesus then His life f lows into us and we live 
spiritually and bring forth fruit to God’s glory. What fruits 
honor the Lord? Fruits of love to God and love to others. If, 
however, we are separated from Jesus Christ, then like cut-off 
branches, we wither and die. Then we will not produce any 
good fruit, but only sin. We will be good for nothing, but like 
dead branches, only gathered to be burned.

How can you know if you are abiding in Christ? Read verse 
10 again. The more we abide in Christ, the more we will love 
the Lord, His will, His Word and His commandments. When 
we love to keep God’s commandments and our deepest desire 
is to love Him above all and others as ourselves, then we know 
that we are abiding in Christ. The only way our branch can 
produce such spiritual fruits is when we receive spiritual life 
from the spiritual vine, Jesus Christ. Separated from Jesus, we 
only produce sin and its fruit, that is death.

Despite your sins and failures, if your heart’s deepest long-
ing and prayer is to live more Christ-like, to love God more, and 
to produce more fruit to God’s honor, then you are connected to 
the spiritual vine, Jesus Christ. You are abiding in Him.

Abiding in Christ
What does it mean to be “in Christ”?

Suggested Reading: John 15:1–12

Are you abiding in Christ? What means can you  
use to become connected with, and to deepen your  

connection with the Lord? How can you improve 
your personal use of God’s means of grace?

John 15:7 is one of the verses in the Bible where God 
promises to give us the things we ask for in prayer. “Ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you,” 
Jesus promises. 

To correctly understand Jesus’ promise in the second 
part of the verse, we need to understand the first part 
and then connect the two. The first part of the verse 
places an “if,” a qualifier, on the second part. “If ye 
abide in me, and my words abide in you.” What does this 
mean? It means that we must first be connected to and 
abide in Jesus and in His Word, the Bible.

How is the first part of this verse connected to the 
second? When we are abiding in Jesus and in His will 
as communicated to us in His Word, then God will 
hear our prayer and grant us our request. 

Imagine for a moment a ten-year old boy who has 
selected a new bike, go-cart, swimming pool, tent, and 
several toys that he wants from the latest catalog. He 
asks his Dad to buy these for him. The boy’s father 
knows, however, that purchasing everything that his 
son wants would not be good for him. Doing so would 
spoil him and be financially irresponsible. Out of love 
for his son, his dad will deny his son’s requests. 

Similarly, John 15:7 does not mean that God will 
answer all of my selfish and sinful requests. It does not 
even mean that God will answer my legitimate requests 
in the time or manner that I think is best. What it does 
mean, however, is that when my will is subjected to 
God’s will—when I abide in Him and His Word—
then He will answer my requests. Why then? Because 
it is then that my desires most closely match what God 
desires. My will is to do His will. God will then grant 
me all I ask for because all I ask arises from the desire to 
have only what He wants for me. The Lord reigns in my 
heart, not me. I fight against self-centeredness and greed 
and pray to live more out of love to God and others.

nAme it And ClAim it
I have a friend who says that a Christian  
can “name it and claim it.” She says that  
God will give us whatever we want if we  

only have enough faith. Is this true?
Suggested Reading: John 15:7–17

When you pray, are you the servant asking 
God what His will is for you, and for grace  

to serve Him well? Or, are you “god,” asking 
or demanding God to be your servant and  

to do your will, when, where, and how  
you want it? If you are self-centered or 
greedy in most of your prayers, what  

can you do to correct this wrong?
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James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Congrega-
tion and an international educational consultant.
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Jesus’ 
Final 
Test
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meD it

In school, you do assignments to prove yourself. You 
may get 100%, but the real test is the final exam. That is 
what proves whether you have mastered the material or not.

When Jesus walked on this earth, He had an assignment 
from His Father (John 20:31): to prove to sinful people that 
He was God in order to save them from their sins. How 
did He fulfill His assignment? With words, He reasoned 
with them and explained the Scriptures. He invited and 
commanded them to follow Him. Jesus’ miracles showed 
He was all-powerful God. And He moved people to repent 
and believe by the power of the Holy Spirit, thereby chang-
ing their lives. 

But all this would mean nothing if Jesus did not pass the 
final exam. His disciples thought they knew what the final 
exam was. They thought He would deliver them from the 
rule of the Romans, sit on the throne, live in a palace, and 
rule as King over the land. They did not understand the 
Father’s final exam. They were distraught when they saw 
Him arrested, beaten, and accused of blasphemy. The words 
that testified who He was, “I am King of the Jews,” were the 
very words that condemned Him to death. How could He 
allow Himself to be taken without putting up a fight? How 
could He be God and die? After ministering for three years, 
it seemed that He had completely failed the final exam.

But God’s ways are not our ways. His thoughts are above 
our thoughts. As Jesus lay in the grave three days, the Father 
was on the verge of completing the greatest wonder that ever 
was. In His gracious plan, Jesus suffered, died on the cross, 
and arose from the dead! Death and grave are conquered. 
Sin and Satan are defeated. The price for sin is paid. Salva-
tion is offered freely to sinners. You and I may live because 
He came back to life! Jesus is Lord. The resurrection proves 
He is God. He passed the final exam!

“If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). If Christ had not risen from the 
dead, He would have failed the final exam. He would not 
be God. We would not be able to have faith in Him, and 

we could not be saved from our sins. But He we could not be saved from our sins. But He did arise from did arise from did
the dead! The death and the resurrection of Jesus are the the dead! The death and the resurrection of Jesus are the 
two hinges on which the door to salvation opens. Because two hinges on which the door to salvation opens. Because 
He lives, we may live also. 

Are you ready for your final exam? Do you sweat when your final exam? Do you sweat when your
you think about meeting God at death and on the Day of 
Judgment? Jesus knew when His final exam was coming, but 
you don’t. Are you prepared? It could come at any time. Or 
does it terrify you? Jesus sweated because He knew the agony 
He would have to go through. He knew His Father would 
remove His felt presence from His human nature. If you are 
not prepared, you will have to go through the same terror, all 
by yourself, and you have great reason to worry and sweat.

But the story doesn’t end there. You have a place to go 
with your sins and your fears! Jesus went through the pain, 
the sorrow, the loneliness, the terror, so that sinners like you 
don’t have to. He paid the debt for sin so that the Father can 
look at sinners like us and not see our sin, but only see His 
Son who lived perfectly according to the law. He sees His 
Son who fulfilled His assignment by proving He was God. 
And He sees His Son who passed His final exam by arising 
from the dead. Through Him, only through Him, you can only through Him, you can only
pass your final exam.

God calls to you. He says, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 
11:28). He invites you, ”Seek ye the LORD while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and 
let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 
55:6± 7). And He provides a way; He offers the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask (Luke 11:13). Don’t wait. Repent of your 
sins (Acts 17:30). Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ who can 
save you, and you will be saved (Acts 5:31; 16:31).

Mary Beeke is a homemaker, wife of the editor, and member of the Grand 
Rapids Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation.
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BiBle Quiz
for children

— r e v.  D a v i D  l i P s y

This month’s puzzle is about the last 
days of Jesus’ suffering, His death 
and burial, and His resurrection. 

May the study of His Word  
direct you to need this Savior.

niser _ _ _ _ _
fhdnesii _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

iirftrssfut _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
xeeedgnci _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

inmoS _ _ _ _ _
aGhotglo _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

ebro _ _ _ _
adde _ _ _ _

eftfub _ _ _ _ _ _
bydo _ _ _ _

maeadz _ _ _ _ _ _
grevsa _ _ _ _ _ _

sienr _ _ _ _ _
lcerhind _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

vaebo _ _ _ _ _
gaony _ _ _ _ _
Frheat _ _ _ _ _ _

guosecr _ _ _ _ _ _ _
rtidh _ _ _ _ _

ecuifrdci _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
ksoaefnr _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

tdechonenm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
enodudw _ _ _ _ _ _ _

To complete the puzzle, unscramble  
each word in the list below. Then read 

through the quotes and look up the Bible 
texts to find out which word from  

the list belongs in the blank.

1. Right after Jesus rose from the dead, other miraculous resurrec-
tions took place as a fruit of His resurrection. In Matthew 27 we 
read that the bodies of saints rose up “and came out of the 
_ _ _ _ _ _ after his resurrection, and went into the holy city,  after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many.”

2. Shall we ever hope to be raised from the dead to everlasting 
life, and not to everlasting condemnation, we must become true 
believers in Jesus. Only in Him can our salvation be found. “Jesus 
said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were _ _ _ _ yet shall he live” (John 11).

3. In Matthew 17, Jesus told His disciples that He would arise from 
the dead well before it actually happened. “And as they came down 
from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no 
man, until the Son of man be _ _ _ _ _ again from the dead.”

4. What wonderful news that must have been when the angel 
announced, “He is not here: for he is _ _ _ _ _, as he said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (Matthew 28).

5. In the early Christian church, when two Christians met they 
would not say “hello” like we do today. Instead, they often said 
to each other, “The Lord is risen indeed.” This expression comes 
from Luke 24. “The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
_ _ _ _ _.”_ _ _ _ _.”_ _ _ _ _

6. Paul, by a God-given faith, was given to glory in Jesus’ death 
and resurrection and to recommend them to the churches as a great 
source of comfort. “Who is he that _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us” 
(Romans 8).

7. “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of them that slept” 
(1 Corinthians 15).

8. Believing in the Lord Jesus and living out of His fullness is a 
great privilege for Christians. There will, however, always be a 
godly fruit which follows faith. “If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are _ _ _ _ _, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God” (Colossians 3).

9. “And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his 
head, and they put on him a purple _ _ _ _” (John 19).

10. The Lord also told the disciples beforehand of His outward 
sufferings. In Mark 10 He said to them, “And they shall mock 
him, and shall _ _ _ _ _ _ _ him, and shall spit upon him, 
and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.

11. “And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and 
to _ _ _ _ _ _ him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the 
servants did strike him with the palms of their hands” (Mark 14).

12. Several places in Scripture speak about the coming sufferings 
of the Lord Jesus. An especially detailed part is Isaiah 53. “But he 
was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
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our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.”

13. As Jesus approached Gethsemane, the suffering in His soul 
seemed to become so much the greater (Mark 14). “And he taketh 
with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore 
_ _ _ _ _ _, and to be very heavy.

14. Jesus told His disciples about the greatness of His inward suf-14. Jesus told His disciples about the greatness of His inward suf-14. Jesus told His disciples about the greatness of His inward suf
fering, even while it was happening (Mark 14). “And saith unto 
them, My soul is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ sorrowful unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch.”

15. Much of the suffering of the Lord Jesus was in His soul as He 
took upon Him the entire weight of all the sins of all His people 
who ever would live. His sufferings in the garden of Gethsemane 
were an example of this (Luke 22). “And being in an _ _ _ _ _
he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground.”

16. It was nine in the morning, according to our time, when Jesus 
was crucified. But the Jews counted the hours starting at six in the 
morning. “And it was the _ _ _ _ _ hour, and they crucified 
him” (Mark 15).

17. When something tragic happens to someone or if they have to 
pass through a difficult time, we sometimes hear the expression, 
“That is a heavy cross he has to bear.” This expression points back 
to the time the Lord Jesus had to carry His own cross to Mount 
Calvary. “And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called 
the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _” (John 19).

18. When God gives us love for the suffering Savior, then we will 
understand a little of what the apostle meant when he said, “But 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ unto me, 
and I unto the world” (Galatians 6).

19. We can certainly know that Jesus was indeed dead (bodily) 
from Matthew 27, “And when Joseph had taken the _ _ _ _, he 
wrapped it in clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb….”

20. Jesus’ suffering began as soon as He was born. In Matthew 2 
we read, “Then Herod…sent forth, and slew all the 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 
coasts thereof, from two years old and under….” Before this took 
place, an angel had warned Joseph to take Jesus and Mary to 
Egypt, thus escaping Herod’s plot.

21. One of the greatest moments, if not the greatest, was when 
Jesus was on the cross and cried out, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 
which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ me?” (Mark 15).

22. We know that Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient (enough) to earn 
the salvation of all believers because Jesus said it Himself in 
John 19. “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, 
It is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.”_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.”_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

23. We have no control over our death. Even people 
who think to take their own life by soul-ruining 
suicide do not always succeed in it, for God rules 
over all the affairs of men. But the Lord Jesus had 
the power to lay down His life for His sheep and to 
take up His life again in the resurrection (see John 
18:10). In Luke 23 we read, “And when Jesus had 
cried with a loud voice, he said, _ _ _ _ _ _, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having 
said thus, he gave up the ghost.”

An old Christian woman had begun to lose her 
memory. She had once known much of the Bible 
by heart. Eventually only one precious text stayed 
with her: “I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that 
day” (2 Timothy 1:12b). By and by, parts of that 
verse slipped away as well, until she could only 
repeat quietly, “That which I have committed 
unto him.” At last, as she approached the border 
between heaven and earth, her loved ones noticed 
that her lips were moving. They bent down to see 
if she needed anything. She was repeating over 
and over again to herself the only word she could 
remember: “Him! Him! Him!” She had lost the 
whole Bible except for one wordÐ but she had the 
whole Bible in that one word.

Across:
3. coat
4. tables
6. song
7. creature
8. spirit
11. house
13. commandment
17. testament
20. wine
21. meat offering
22. cart
23. king
24. wife

Down:
1. Jerusalem
2. heavens
3. cords
5. covenant
7. cruse
9. ropes
10. bottles
12. earth
13. cloth
14. moon
15. doctrine
16. thing
18. tomb
19. name

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
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NEwS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received. 

Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

OBITUARY
BOLUYT, Jean Helen (Nee Sluiter), aged 87, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
passed away Thursday, February 20, 2014. Jean was predeceased by her sister, 
Barbara Sluiter. She is survived by her husband of 67 years, Marvin “Bud”; 
Children Ð Marvin and Drina Boluyt, Ann and Ray Hackney, Mary and Steve 
Perfetto, Carol and Scott France; Sisters Ð Marian DeBruyn, Betty Appel, Jeane 
(Jack) Cooley; BrotherÐ John (Pat) Sluiter; many brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, 
nieces and nephews; eight grandchildren, five great-grandchildren. (Dr. J. R. 
Beeke, Isaiah 49:14± 17a; Rev. M. Kuivenhoven, John 11:23± 26).

TEAChERS NEEDED
JoRDAN CHRISTIAN SCHooL
Jordan Christian School is presently receiving teacher applications 
for possible openings for the coming 2014± 2015 school year. Jordan 
Christian is a small JK± 12 school in the heart of the Niagara country-
side within minutes of St. Catharines. We have combined-grade classes 
in the elementary school, and we teach Ontario curriculum from our 
Reformed perspective in the secondary school. Applicants who are 
interested in becoming part of our teaching team are asked to apply 
by sending a resumé, philosophy of education, and statement of faith 
to the principal, Mr. Mark Fintelman at jcschool@talkwireless.ca, 
or to the Education Committee secretary, Mr. John Berman at john@
tremontwood.com.

REHoBoTH CHRISTIAN SCHooL
Rehoboth Christian School, Copetown, Ontario is soliciting 
applicants for the following def inite positions: Grade 3 Class-
room Teacher, Educational Support. For more information about 
Rehoboth, see our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. Please send 
a cover letter, resumé, and statement of faith to the attention of 

Mr. Raymond Roth, Principal, 198 Inksetter Road, P.O. Box 
70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0; t.: 905.627.5977; f.: 905.628.4422; 
e.: principal@rehoboth.on.ca.

hERITAgE SpRINg RETREAT
Save the date! You are warmly invited to the Heritage Spring Retreat 
from Friday, May 16 through Monday, May 19, 2014 at Maple Grove 
Christian Retreat Centre in Thamesford, Ontario. Dr. Joel Beeke and 
Mr. Ian Macleod will be the featured speakers. In addition to cabins, 
including some accommodations for married couples, camping and 
tenting sites are available. Visit www.HeritageRetreat.ca for updated 
information and details.

 Heritage reformed Congregations  
2014 Women’s ConFerenCe

You in Your Community

Addresses
Dr. Joel r. Beeke, “How to evangelize”
Heidi Boorsma, “Human trafficking” 
mary verWys, “a view from the sidewalk”

aPril 17, 2014  |  9:30 a.m.
Heritage netherlands reformed Congregation

540 Crescent ne, grand rapids, michigan

 registration deadline  
is april 3. to register  

or for more information, 
contact melissa Bleeker 

(616-644-2938, melissa_
boorsma@yahoo.com)  

or Heidi Boorsma  
(616-558-8560,  
heidiboorsma@ 

yahoo.com).

Stewardship 
Accountability before God

HRC Youth Camp 2014
Dear young friends,

Life is full of decisions both 
great and small. Do we base our 
decisions ultimately on whether 
they will bring honor and glory 
to God? Do our decisions reflect 
the best use of our talents and 
thoughts to glorify Him? Are 
we faithful stewards in both 
great and small things? 

Luke 16:10 tells us that “He 
that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in much.” God 
calls us to be honest not only in crucial decisions, but also in the 
small details of life. Everyone will be held accountable for the deci-
sions made and the use of their time and talents. How will you give 
account?

We hope and pray that you will enjoy your time spent at camp this 
year as you learn what it means to be a good steward of all that God 
has given you. Please be good stewards of your time, ask questions, 
participate in discussions, enjoy activities, and fellowship with your 
peers. We pray that by the Holy Spirit’s blessing and teaching, and 
Jesus Christ’s mediatorial work, we may meet our God and Father 
in righteousness and peace.

Topics include: Stewardship’s Motivation (Pastor Lipsy), Stew-
ardship’s View of the Bible (Pastor Elshout), Stewardship of Truth 
(David VanBrugge), Stewardship in Relationships (Pastor Kelder-
man), Stewardship in Church Membership (Pastor Kuivenhoven), 
and Stewardship in Worship (Dr. Beeke).

Camp will be held Tuesday, July 8 through Friday, July 11 at 
Camp Michawana in Hastings, Michigan. All young people (grade 
10± age 25) are invited to join us. The fee for camp this year is 
$180.00 (US funds only). *If your registration and payment is 
made (or postmarked) prior to June 7, you may reduce the price to 
$155.00.  Please visit www.hnrc.org/ministries/youth-conference for 
more details. Brochures and registration forms are available in the 
churches and online.  

*Please submit registrations before June 7. Late registrations require lots 
of last minute work for us to provide for your camp lodging and food!

If you have any questions, please call Dirk & Kristi Spaans (616) 363-
1511 or Jim & Lisa Bleeker (616) 735-1998, or email: youthcamp@
hnrc.org. We look forward to seeing you in July!



ChRISTIAN wORLD vIEw JOhN gOUDZwAARD

NATIONAL NEwS
BELIEF IN MARRIAGE CAUSE FoR ExCLUSIoN FRoM  
HarVard paNEl
Pastor Scott Lively is a lawyer and preacher, as well as a candidate for 
governor of Massachusetts. He was invited to speak on criminal justice 
at Harvard but recently received notice that he was being eliminated 
because of a lawsuit filed against him by homosexual groups because of 
his stance against homosexuality through the organization Defend the 
Family. Lively says that cannot truly disqualify him.

“The whole point is this is just a pretext. 
They were looking for some reason to disinvite 
me, some way that they could justify retracting 
the invitation, and so they latched on to this. 
But it’s just a pretext.”

Lively believes the true reason is that Har-
vard bowed to intense pressure from homo-
sexual groups.

“These people are the worst bullies in our 
society, and anyone who stands up and declares 
even the simple, essential Christian tenet that marriage is between a 
man and a woman is immediately targeted for complete destruction.”

He says that tactic has been used, successfully in many cases, to shut 
down Christians and others who oppose the homosexual lifestyle and 
homosexual marriage. (Charlie Butts Ð OneNewsNow.com)

INTERNATIONAL NEwS
TUNISIAN CoNSTITUTIoN FINDS No PLACE FoR SHARIA
Three years after the so-called “Arab Spring” started in Tunisia, the 
country’s National Constituent Assembly is close to passing a new con-
stitution which rejects Islam as the “main source of law,” but states it is 
the State’s duty to “protect the sacred.” 

The new constitution has taken two years to conclude and comes 
almost three years to the day since the revolution began in 2011. 

There is no place for Sharia law in the new constitution, which has 
been welcomed by religious minorities and secularists. Article 6 “pro-
hibits any form of accusation of apostasy and incitement to violence,” 
while the Qur’an and the Prophet Muhammad’s teachings are both 
rejected as “sources of law.” However, Article 1e of the new constitu-
tion (an Article which cannot be amended) specifies that Islam is the 
“religion of the State.” 

The Roman Catholic Church has spoken out in support of the new 
constitution, which is seen to guarantee freedom of belief. However, 
some have criticized Article 6 as confusing. “We must remove the vague-
ness of this article, which gives the State the right to guarantee religion 
and ‘protect the sacred,’ which can lead to threatening interpretations of 
citizenship and freedom,” said the Tunisian League of Human Rights.

Tunisia is a cosmopolitan nation, inf luenced throughout history by 
different civilizations and religions. With a population of 11 million, 
the country has between 25,000 and 30,000 Christians, consisting of 
a large group of expatriate believers Ð from about 80 countries Ð and 
a small group of native-born citizens of European and Arab descent. 
They are divided into four main groups: Roman Catholics, the 
Reformed Church, the Anglican Church, and the Orthodox Church. 
(Christopher Rose/Creative Commons)Creative Commons)Creative Commons

UkRAINIAN CHRISTIANS PRAY FoR PEACE
The head of Russian Ministries is calling for Christians worldwide to 
unite in prayer to end the violence in Ukraine. In recent weeks, attacks 

on demonstrators began to intensify and now deaths have been reported 
during riots. Sergey Rakhuva, who heads Russian Ministries, tells One-
NewsNow about the riots.

“Those protests were initiated by younger generation Ukrainians who 
disagreed with President Yanukovych’s sudden decision to reverse the 
process of European integration and align the Ukraine with neighbor-
ing Russia,” he says. “Lots of young people didn’t like it and they took 
to the streets.”

That protest grew to include hundreds of thousands of people, which 
brings the situation close to civil war. Since leaving the Soviet Union, 
Christianity in Ukraine has begun to grow, and the church is combining 
resources to reach out for peace. “Ukrainian society is divided between 
Orthodox Church, Ukrainian Orthodox, Catholic Church and a large 
number of Protestants or Evangelicals like Baptists, Pentecostals, Char-
ismatics and Independent Evangelical Churches,” Rakhuva explains. 
(OneNewsNow.com) 

pERSECUTION fOCUS
BANGLADESHI CHRISTIANS ToLD To CLoSE CHURCH,  
coNVErt to islam
A local government official in central Bangladesh has halted the con-
struction of a church, forced Christians to worship at a mosque, and 
threatened them with eviction from their village unless they renounce 
their faith. The Tangail Evangelical Holiness Church in Bilbathuagani 
village, Tangail district, about 100 kilometers north of Dhaka, was cre-
ated by a group of about 25 Christians who had been meeting secretly 
for three years. One Christian there, Mokrom Ali, 32, told World Watch 
Monitor he was forced to accept Islam. “The chairman and the imams of 
the mosques interrogated me for accepting Christianity. They asked me 
why I had become a Christian. It is a great sin to become a Christian from 
Islam,” Asli said. “If I did not accept Islam, they would beat me, burn my 
house, and evict me from the society…. Their threats chilled me to the 
bone. That is why I pretended to accept Islam, but faith in Christ is the 
wellspring of my life. Now I am no longer a Muslim; I am a Christian.”

The Bangladesh constitution grants every citizen the right to pro-
fess, practice, or propagate any religion. Of Bangladesh’s 154 million 
people, Sunni Muslims constitute 90% and Hindus 9%, according to 
the 2001 census. The remaining 1% is mainly Christian and Buddhist. 
(World Watch Monitor)World Watch Monitor)World Watch Monitor

fOCUS ON ChRISTIANIT Y
WHEN Do WE CELEBRATE EASTER?
Easter and the holidays related to it are movable feasts in that they do 
not fall on a fixed date in the Gregorian or Julian calendars (both of 
which follow the cycle of the sun and the seasons). Instead, the date for 
Easter is determined on a lunisolar calendar similar to the Hebrew cal-
endar. The First Council of Nicaea (325) established the date of Easter 
as the first Sunday after the full moon following the March equinox. 
In Western Christianity, using the Gregorian calendar, Easter always 
falls on a Sunday between March 22 and April 25, within about seven 
days after the astronomical full moon. 

Eastern Christianity bases its calculations on the Julian Calendar. 
Easter therefore varies between April 4 and May 8 on the Julian calen-
dar (which is no longer used as the civil calendar of the countries where 
Eastern Christian traditions predominate). Also, because the Julian 
full moon is always several days after the astronomical full moon, the 
Eastern Easter is often later, relative to the visible moon’s phases, than 
Western Easter.
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CORNER fOR TEENS

REv. MARK KELDERMAN &  
REv. MAARTEN KUIvENhOvEN

Digital 
aDultery

When you hear the word digital in relation to the seventh com-
mandment, pornography probably is the first thing that comes 
to mind. Digital images are a serious temptation confronting 
you as young men and women. The devil and the world are 
always on the lookout to ensnare us in this sin which finds its 
roots in our hearts. With the inventions of technology, there 
are endless ways in which this sin is temptingly set before 
you and promises the aura of secrecy. A growing concern in 
the church is that young people are being exposed to these 
temptations at younger ages. In this short article, rather than 
address the specifics of sexting, internet videos, pornography, 
or online fantasy games, all which take their toll on a young 
person’s spirituality, we want to brief ly address the big picture.

The Heidelberg Catechism and the Westminster Larger 
Catechism each emphasize the broadness of the seventh com-
mandment. They say that God “forbids all unchaste actions, 
gestures, words, thoughts, desires, and whatever can entice men 
thereto.” We are called to maintain “watchfulness over the eyes 
and all the senses,” as well as avoid “all unclean imaginations, 
thoughts, purposes, and affections” and “all other provocations 
to, or acts of uncleanness, either in ourselves or others.”

Our Lord Himself made it very clear how broad this com-
mandment is when He said, “Whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in 
his heart.” Jesus clearly moves from the eyes to the heart where 
the sin takes place. Through the eyes lust plays out where the 
heart began. When we lust after and desire things contrary 
to God’s law, we imagine they will bring us lasting pleasure, 
when in reality they ultimately will bring death. Therefore 
Jesus wants us to put a guard upon our eyes as a shield to our 
hearts. Scriptures set before us examples of godly men who 
also struggled with sexual sin. Think of Job who said, “I made 
a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a 
maid?” Later, in chapter 31, he says, connecting the eyes and 
the heart, “If…mine heart walked after mine eyes….” Job 
understood the connection between his eyes and his heart. 

David also learned this lesson, but too late. It was from the 
roof that he saw a woman washing herself. She was very beau-
tiful to look upon…and the rest f lowed from that look.

These sights and images can be replayed in the eye of our 
mind over and over. The eye is not the problem; it is the heart. 
We need to understand that to break the seventh command-
ment is to strike at the heart of covenant relationships; it tears 
apart bonds of covenant fellowship. We imagine that we can 
have a sinful relationship without another person, through a 
digital connection, without ramifications. We believe the lie 
that we can indulge ourselves in this sin and no one will be 
hurt. But this is not the created order of God; we were created 
to be in covenant relationship with Him and with others, and 
in this most intimate way with the spouse He would give us. 
To live in any other way will never truly satisfy and will fall 
short of the true blessedness and pleasure He intends.

Therefore, friend, put a guard upon your heart. We first 
need the Holy Spirit to renew our heart (Titus 3:5), and Jesus 
has taught, those who ask our heavenly Father for Him shall 
receive Him (Luke 11:13). He knows when you have made a 
covenant with death through sinful images and carnal plea-
sure, but He is able to deliver you from this sin completely. 
We need our hearts changed from loving our selfish pleasure 
to desiring to walk in obedience to the law of God. And if we 
have a renewed heart, we need to commit ourselves to holiness 
and purity through the power of Christ. We need to guard our 
hearts “with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” 
(Prov. 4:23). Put a watch before your eyes and guard your heart 
so that you can maintain a close watch over your imaginations, 
thoughts, and affections, and so that your desires are continu-
ally being directed to the Lord.
Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor  
of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids,  
Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand  
Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman 
@puritanseminary.org; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.

ThE DECALOgUE IN ThE DIgITAL AgE  (8)
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REfORMATION hERITAgE BOOKS
FRoM A FRIEND IN UTAH:

I have just completed the first reading of Encouragement for 
Today’s Pastors. I want to thank you for this very uplifting 
and appropriate book.

I was encouraged to read Puritans early in my calling 
and have always been blessed by their focus on a true heart 
relationship with the living Christ.

FRoM A TEENAGER IN okLAHoMA:

I wanted to thank you for introducing me to the Puritans and 
other older writers. It was through your messages that you 
gave at our conference on Reformed Theology that I discov-
ered the wealth of truth to be found in their works. What I 
love most about the things I have read is the remarkable blend 
of doctrine, experience, and practice. It has been refreshing 
to me, for in my experience I have found that it is so easy for 
people to get caught up in being informed rather than informed rather than informed trans-
formed bformed bformed y biblical truth. Currently I am working through 
The Path of True GodlinessThe Path of True GodlinessT  by Willem Teellinck and I love it.he Path of True Godliness by Willem Teellinck and I love it.he Path of True Godliness

Today I listened to your message “Strength Perfected in 
Weakness” and I can’t begin to tell you how blessed I was by 
it! That text is one of my very favorite verses. I have a physi-
cal trial that I have been dealing with for about seven years 
now. During the past seven years God has shown Himself 

gracious to me in a very personal way. This trial exposed 
my heart and showed me how I didn’t trust God that His 
grace was sufficient. There are still times when it gets very 
hard and I falter, but I am so glad that God has used this to 
bring me closer to Him. He is using this to make me more 
dependent on Him daily. Someday I pray that He heals 
me, but whatever happens I know that all His ways are 
lovingkindness. I have learned so much through this and I 
wouldn’t trade anything for the experience.

Your sermon greatly blessed me. Thank you so much. 
I was encouraged and strengthened. May God bless you.

pURITAN REfORMED ThEOLOgICAL SEMINARY
FRoM A FRIEND IN MINNESoTA:

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, our all and 
in all for time and eternity!

I should have sent this thank-you note two and a half 
years ago. Let me explain. My friend, who is a pastor, gave 
me your book catalog and I noticed that the seminary classes 
were available for a minimal charge. As a Bible Institute 
graduate who pastors a small church, a traditional seminary 
education was not a possibility. But thanks to you I have 
audited 41 courses at no charge. These courses are having a 
tremendous impact on my life and ministry. I appreciate the 
quality and availability of the lectures. Thank you.

fROM OUR MAILBOx

A gripping account of one man’s struggle against a  
spiritually desolate state church, this book witnesses 
to the sole authority of sacred scripture and the 
binding authority of the Reformed creeds.

Learn how, by God’s grace, Hendrik de Cock led his 
congregation out of the perverse wilderness of the 
state Reformed Church of the Netherlands, returning 
to the biblical worship of God as set forth in the 
Reformed creeds.

Available for purchase in print and ebook

616-457-5970  |  rfpa.org
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When on the cross, my Lord I see 
Bleeding to death, for wretched me; 
Satan and sin no more can move, 
For I am all transformed to love.

His thorns, and nails, pierce through my heart, 
In every groan I bear a part; 
I view His wounds with streaming eyes, 
But see! He bows His head and dies!

Come, sinners, view the Lamb of God, 
Wounded and dead, and bathed in blood! 
Behold His side, and venture near, 
The well of endless life is here.

Here I forget my cares and pains; 
I drink, yet still my thirst remains; 
Only the fountain-head above,
Can satisfy the thirst of love.

O, that I thus could always feel! 
Lord, more and more Thy love  reveal! 
Then my glad tongue shall loud proclaim 
The grace and glory of Thy name.

Thy name dispels my guilt and fear, 
Revives my heart, and charms my ear; 
Affords a balm for every wound, 
And Satan trembles at the sound.

—JOHn neWTOn (1725–1807)




