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I was a wandering sheep, 
I did not love the fold; 
I did not love my Shepherd’s voice, 
I would not be controlled. 
I was a wayward child, 
I did not love my home; 
I did not love my Father’s voice, 
I loved afar to roam.

The Shepherd sought His sheep, 
The Father sought His child; 
They followed me o’er vale and hill, 
O’er deserts waste and wild; 
They found me nigh to death, 
Famished and faint and lone; 
They bound me with the bands of  love, 
They saved the wand’ring one.

They spoke in tender love, 
They raised my drooping head, 
They gently closed my bleeding wounds, 
My fainting soul they fed; 
They washed my filth away, 
They made me clean and fair; 
They brought me to my home in peace, 
The long sought wanderer.

Jesus my Shepherd is: 
’Twas He that loved my soul; 
’Twas He that washed me in His blood, 
’Twas He that made me whole. 
’Twas He that sought the lost, 
That found the wand’ring sheep, 
’Twas He that brought me to the fold, 
’Tis He that still doth keep.

No more a wandering sheep, 
I love to be controlled; 
I love my tender Shepherd’s voice, 
I love the peaceful fold. 
No more a wayward child, 
I seek no more to roam; 
I love my heavenly Father’s voice, 
I love, I love His home!

— HOraTIuS BONar
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“Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books 
alone, but in every leaf in springtime.”

— Martin Luther

“Everything antecedent in the incarnate life of our Lord moves 
towards the resurrection and everything subsequent rests upon it 
and is conditioned by it.”

— John Murray
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After His resurrection from the dead, Jesus appeared eleven times. Some appearances were to individuals, some were to 
groups of people. All were believers. It is somewhat challenging to establish a precise chronological order of His appearances, 
but it is certain that Jesus showed Himself to comfort, encourage, instruct, and even lovingly admonish His followers. For 
what seems to have been His fourth appearance, Jesus appeared to two Emmaus travelers as recorded in Luke 24:13–36.

It is Sunday, the day He arose, late in the afternoon. Two travelers, one named Cleopas and the other unnamed, walk 
from Jerusalem to a town called Emmaus about seven miles away. As they walk, they “talked together of all these things 
which had happened.” No doubt they discuss how Christ had been captured and brought before Caiaphas, Pilate, and Herod. 
How Pilate found no fault in Him, but how the multitude wanted Him crucified. How eventually He was led to Golgotha 
and crucified, and died with two thieves. Then how Nicodemus and Joseph had taken His body down from the cross and 
prepared it for burial in a tomb, and how the women had gone to see Him, but now He was gone. It was intriguing and 
baff ling for them. It was disheartening. They had all the pieces of information, but could not put the puzzle together.

As they walk and talk, Jesus joins them on the way, but they do not know it is He—their eyes were restrained (v. 16). 
They saw Him physically, but did not recognize Him as the risen Savior. Likely Christ did this to draw out their hearts to 
express even to this “complete stranger” their love for Him.

What great love Jesus shows them by drawing near to them (v. 15)! The Lord promises never to forsake His people (Heb. 
13:5b), and how graciously and mercifully He draws near and fulfills His own promise: “I will not leave you comfortless: I 
will come to you” (John 14:18). This is a great encouragement; the unchangeable Christ still does this today.

Also learn what a wise Counselor Jesus is. As He listens to them pour out their hearts, He asks them questions (vv. 17, 
19, 26). “Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out” (Prov. 20:5). Even 
though He knows our hearts and the secrets within, yet Christ desires that we openly express all to Him.

Although He is comforting and draws near and instructs, yet in His wisdom Christ also admonishes. As He continues 
to speak with these travelers, He says, “O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken” (v. 25). They 
needed admonishment for not believing the Word. How we need that admonishment still today! We have the recorded 
Word (as did these travelers) and yet how often we choose not to believe it, much less obey it!

Though they are slow to understand and foolish, Christ is burning to reveal Himself to them. “And beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself ” (v. 27). He speaks to 
them about the revealed Word and shows them how every page reveals Himself. Soon, as His Spirit brings His words home, 
their hearts “burn” (v. 32). Their inner being is on fire for the Lord! This is experiential Christianity.

After arriving at Emmaus, the travelers ask Jesus to stay (v. 29). When we love someone, we want to spend time with 
that person; we want to be in his company. So it is with the Lord and our soul. We don’t make a god of the experience, yet 
we relish the communion with the Lord and sing sweetly with the poet, “Abide with me.”

The Emmaus travelers also spoke to others. After communion with Christ, they told the other disciples everything  
(v. 35). They had to speak; their hearts were full, and from the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Luke 6:45). What 
a blessing if our heart would be so full of the love of Christ that our mouth would overf low like the psalmist’s: “Come and 
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul” (Ps. 66:16).

While they were speaking about Christ to the disciples, Christ Himself appeared to all of them (v. 36). The blessings of 
Jesus Christ are most commonly experienced through ministry. Christ’s saving and sanctifying presence is with those who 
speak sincerely about Him. May our hearts so burn within us so we would not only pray for friends and family, but speak 
to and with them of this precious risen Redeemer.

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Church of Plymouth, Wisconsin.

Meditation  •  Rev. Michael Fintelman

Walking with the

Risen savioR
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We could sum up the origin of mankind with these words 
from Ecclesiastes, “God hath made man upright; but they 
have sought out many inventions” (Eccl. 7:29). God made 
man at the pinnacle of all His creative work, as the crown 
of creation, but we fell into a pit of entire corruption. God 
made us to be kings and queens, noble, glorious, righteous, 
wise, and holy. But man threw himself off his throne and 
bound his hands and feet in eternal chains—all by listening 
to a liar instead of obeying God. 

To study Satan’s temptation and the fall of man, we 
turn to the third chapter of Genesis. Genesis 3 is perhaps 
the most momentous chapter in the whole of Scripture. It 
is rightly called the black chapter of evil because it records 
the entrance of sin into the world, the red chapter of atone-
ment because it attests the first proclamation of the coming 
Messiah and Savior, and the white chapter of hope because 
it contains the first saving confession of faith. 

Our understanding of Genesis 3 affects our understand-
ing of all the rest of biblical revelation. It forms our view 
of our own lives, our radical depravity, our desperate need 
for the only Savior, and the nature of our daily experience 
in a fallen world.

The problems people have about Christian experience 
often derive from a failure to understand the implications 
and reality of the fall and what it means to live not in the 
world as God made it, but in the world spoiled by sin. So 
many today try to live as though we did not fall. Few grasp 
the depth of the tragedy, or why it was so serious in its 
effects, both immediate and long term. Consequently, few 
understand their dire need for a Savior. 

In treating the temptation and fall of man in Genesis 3, I 
will address five main points in three editorials: the tempter, 
the temptation, the trouble, the trial, and the triumph.

The Tempter to Sin
Where did sin come from? In a beautiful and perfect world, 
a beautiful and perfect man and woman live unashamedly 
before God in a f lawless marriage, blessed of God, and 

charged with a great task. And then sin enters. How? Why? 
Sin enters the world through Satan in the guise of a serpent. 
The New Testament makes it amply clear in Revelation 12:9 
that this serpent was no mere reptile: “And the great dragon 
was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

But where did Satan come from? The devil and his 
demons were once holy angels created by the triune God 
(Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:7; Col. 1:16). Ezekiel 28:11–19 implies 
that the devil was once one of God’s brightest and most 
beautiful angels. But his “heart was lifted up” through pride 
and ambition (v. 17) and he became corrupt and was cast 
down out of heaven. 

Isaiah 14:12–14 says, “How art thou fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to 
the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast 
said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt 
my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the 
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the 
most High.” Five times in this passage, Satan says, “I will,” 
setting his will against God’s will and seeking his glory 
above God’s glory.

The New Testament also describes this angelic rebel-
lion. Second Peter 2:4 says, “God spared not the angels that 
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into 
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” Similarly, 
Jude 6 says, “The angels which kept not their first estate, 
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.”

So Satan rebelled against his dependence and subordina-
tion as a creature of God. He sought nothing less than to 
take God’s place. And here in Genesis 3 we learn that this 
enemy of God comes to man, speaking smooth and f latter-
ing words. Mankind has a deadly enemy, and he approaches 
us as a tempter. And today, Revelation 12:9 tells us, he 
deceives the whole world. How does Satan deceive us? This 
brings us to consider the second point.

Satan and the  
Original  

TemptationEDITORIAL 
JOEL R. BEEKE



The First Temptation to Sin
What is sin? Genesis 3 teaches us that sin is rebellion 
against the Word that God has spoken. The serpent aimed 
to produce this very thing in the hearts of Adam and Eve: 
rebellion against the will of God made known to them by 
the mouth of God. He comes with the same kind of pres-
sures today. Genesis 3 traces the pattern of Satan’s work of 
temptation in four stages.

1. Doubting God’s Word
Genesis 3:1 says, “Now the serpent was more subtil than 
any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And 
he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden?” In saying to the woman, 
“Hath God said”—that is, “Did God indeed say?”—Satan 
is calling into question the truth and trustworthiness of 
God’s Word. At the very beginning of his attack on Eve’s 
mind and heart, he insinuates that God’s Word is subject to 
man’s judgment. It is a perilous thing when we allow Satan 
to move us to question God’s Word, because that is how he 
gains his first foothold in our minds. 

This is why the battles waged in the church so often 
focus upon the authority of Holy Scripture. The whole area 
of the supremacy, sufficiency, infallibility, and inerrancy of 
Holy Scripture is cardinal to our spiritual well-being. Satan 
knows that, even if we are often inclined to forget it. That is 
why he begins with his question: “Hath God said?”

Satan attacked God’s Word by questioning its goodness 
and credibility. Did God prohibit eating from any tree? He 
is asking with a touch of cynicism, “Is this something that 
you can really believe God would say?” The implication is 
that God’s Word is overly restrictive; God must be distant 
and uncaring. Throughout the rest of Genesis 2–3, God is 
called “the LORD God,” literally, Jehovah God, using God’s 
covenant name, the name by which He joins Himself in 
faithful love to His people. But the serpent simply calls him 
“God,” the mighty Creator, suggesting a distant, uncaring, 
untrustworthy deity.

When you encounter this kind of questioning in your 
spiritual experience, take warning: you are on the battle-
field, and the enemy of your soul is seeking to destroy you. 
The only way to defeat him is to use the very Word of God 
that he is trying to make you doubt. That is how Jesus 
resisted in all three great waves of temptation He encoun-
tered in the wilderness—“It is written…it is written…it is 
written.” That is how we should resist Satan as well. 

2. Distorting God’s Word
Genesis 3:2–3 says, “And the woman said unto the serpent, 
We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: but of 
the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 

God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch 
it, lest ye die.”

Already the evil one has begun to produce in Eve’s mind 
a distortion of the Word of God. She disparages her privi-
leges by misquoting the terms of God’s provision. Compare 
what Eve said to God’s words in 2:16, “And the LORD God 
commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat” (emphasis added). Eve said only, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.” Her state-
ment is technically accurate, but she fails to mention how 
lavish and generous God’s provision is. Indeed, she fails to 
mention God as the giver.

I want to press this truth upon you. There is no defense 
against Satan more effective than a heart that is over-
whelmed by the bounty of God’s gracious provision. And 
correspondingly, there is no heart more open to Satan’s wiles 
than one possessed by a grumbling, ungrateful spirit. Just as 
a whole generation of Israelites destroyed their relationship 
with God by their murmuring against Him, so today, if you 
are possessed by a bitter spirit, then you have left the door 
wide open for Satan.

Eve not only belittles God’s generosity, but she also over-
states God’s restrictions by misquoting the divine prohibi-
tion. Again compare God’s words in Genesis 2:17, “But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it.” Eve quoted God as saying, “Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it.”

Eve exaggerates God’s restrictions. This is another 
favorite device of Satan—a very subtle one. We minimize 
God’s goodness and then magnify His prohibitions. As a 
result, we begin to believe that God’s commandments are a 
grievous and heavy burden.

Furthermore, Eve misquotes the divine penalty for dis-
obedience. Her words are, “lest ye die.” But God’s words in 
Genesis 2:17 were, “for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.” Literally, the text is emphatic, “dying 
thou shalt die.” Eve’s statement allows for the possibility of 
death as the result of sin; God had set down the absolute 
certainty of death as the result of sin. When Eve cites God’s 
prohibitions to Satan, she exaggerates them; when she cites 
the penalty, she understates it. In every way, the tempter 
leads her to distort the Word of God. 

3. Denying God’s Word
Genesis 3:4–5 says, “And the serpent said unto the woman, 
Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil.” The Lord had said, 
“Thou shalt surely die.” But here the tempter used the same 
emphatic form to deny God’s Word: “Ye shall not surely die.” 
By substituting his words for God’s Word, the devil aimed 
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to substitute himself for God in the hearts of mankind. And 
they fell for it. Jesus tells us that Satan is now the ruler of 
this world, and fallen men follow the devil’s ways as children 
walk in the steps of a father (John 8:44; 12:31; 14:30).

Notice that the very first truth of revelation that Satan 
denies is the truth of divine judgment. I find that of great 
significance. In other words, you can sin with impunity, 
he says. You will be able to disobey God and nothing will 
happen. It will be perfectly all right. He says that all the 
time, doesn’t he? First he lures you into sin by minimizing 
its penalty. But then when you have sinned, he maximizes 
the penalty and tells you that God will never forgive or 
accept you again.

We need to grasp that every sin has its penalty. Sin is a 
fearful thing and it carries with it fearsome results. Gala-
tians 6:7 says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Sin is 
a seed, and it brings a harvest of judgment. Romans 6:23 
warns, “The wages of sin is death.” 

In challenging the doctrine of judgment, Satan is chal-
lenging the character of God. All sin is rebellion against God 
and a denial of who He is. Satan denies God’s goodness, 
justice, and truthfulness. He says that God is a liar. God 
doesn’t really care about sin. Oh, how he slanders the Lord! 
One day God will show how much He hates sin when He 
curses all unrepentant sinners and casts them into the lake 
that burns with fire and brimstone. Hell will forever testify 
that God speaks the truth and the devil is the father of lies.

The devil also lied about who we are as men and women. 
He said that God was holding them back from truly being 
like Him, blatantly ignoring the fact that they already bore 
the beautiful image of God (Gen. 1:26). They were already 
like God, to the extent that is possible for a mere creature! 
But Satan said that they needed to know and experience 
something outside of God’s will, something forbidden by 
God, to become truly wise—in fact, to become as God!

Isn’t that how he tempts us today? He says, “Don’t let 
God’s rules restrict you. You need to taste the pleasures I 
offer you.” But instead he aims to dehumanize mankind, 
to degrade us from our high and noble calling as God’s 
image-bearers. When Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden 
fruit, they tasted a new kind of knowledge, to be sure: the 
knowledge of experiencing sin in all its deadly poison. It 
did not make them wise, and it certainly did not make them 
more like God.

4. Defying God’s Word
Genesis 3:6 tells us the tragic results: “And when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 

husband with her; and he did eat.” The woman “saw” the 
forbidden fruit now with eyes clouded by the lies of Satan. 
Her natural desires became “deceitful lusts” (Eph. 4:22) and 
she broke God’s commandment.

Now we can trace Satan’s purpose of dislodging man’s 
trust in the Word of God. The sinister aim of the evil one 
is not to produce intellectual enlightenment; nor is his aim 
to produce a richer experience of life. His aim is solely to 
produce moral rebellion against the will of God in order to 
degrade and destroy us. Adam and Eve defied God’s com-
mand and warning, and threw themselves over the cliff of 
sin—falling down to be broken on the rocks of corruption, 
misery, darkness, and death.

The three-fold motivation for Eve’s disobedience is an 
anatomy of corrupt desire, corresponding to John’s analysis 
of the love of the world in 1 John 2:16. She believed that “the 
tree was good for food,” stimulating the “lust of the f lesh” to 
gratify our bodies at all costs. She saw “that it was pleasant 
to the eyes,” stirring the “lust of the eyes” to seize all beauti-
ful and desirable things and make them our own. And she 
thought that it was “a tree to be desired to make one wise,” 
viewing it with the selfish ambition of the “pride of life.”

In a word, Eve—and Adam consenting, and we in 
Adam—chose to make ourselves into gods and to make 
the rest of creation into idols. God had said to man that 
the whole world was his to enjoy, but God remained the 
center and supreme Lord. Sin moves us to say, “I am the 
center and supreme Lord.” The essence of sin and its hor-
rific offense against God is that we exchange the Creator for 
His creation, despising the glorious and blessed God, and 
worshiping that which is limited, dependent, and created 
only for His glory (Rom. 1:21–23, 25, 28).

The hinge upon which sin turns is exchanging God’s 
authoritative Word for the wisdom of a rebellious crea-
ture. We have seen, step by step, how the tempter led our 
first parents in doubting God’s Word, distorting God’s 
Word, denying God’s Word, and defying God’s Word. 
This teaches us how to overcome the evil one: by submit-
ting to God’s Word and having it abide in us (1 John 2:14). 
Romans 6:17 says, “But God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine which was delivered you.” This is why the most 
basic principle of the Reformation was not the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone but sola Scriptura: in all things 
we must submit to Scripture alone as the rule of our faith, 
worship, and obedience.

Next month we will consider the terrible consequences 
of the fall of man.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and  
Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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What do you see when you look at your neighbor? Do you 
see his dodgy business dealings, his chaotic garage, his over-
grown lawn, his marital tiffs, and his bad language? Is that 
all you see? Is there anything good you can think of?

What about the time he helped you start your car that 
icy morning? What about his devotion to his wife (despite 
their noisy arguments)? Or his heroic service in Operation 
Desert Storm? Are these qualities not worth pondering and 
appreciating?
Barking boss and complaining customers
Now let’s go to your workplace. What do you see there? A 
barking boss, cheating colleagues, complaining customers, 
and unreliable computers? Is that all you see? I know it’s all 
you talk about when you come home every night. But are 
you seeing the whole picture? Is there no one with any skill 
or talent? Does everyone treat everyone like dirt every day? 
Think of all that the machines and computers do accomplish 
each day. Do customers never express appreciation?

Seriously ask yourself, challenge yourself: are you see-
ing the whole picture? Or are you overlooking or ignoring a 
number of benefits and blessings in your workplace?
Damaging and deliberate blindness
If I’ve just described you at home or at work, then you are clos-
ing your eyes, ears, and minds to the grace of God, which is 
not only a serious sin, but it’s also incredibly damaging to you.

“Never!” you retort. “I deeply appreciate God’s grace, I 
talk about it all the time. But these people and places are just 
sinful. They have no idea of God’s grace. The people are lost 
and going to hell. The places are fallen and decaying and 
destined for everlasting burning. I know God’s grace when I 
see it, and it isn’t anywhere over the fence or in the factory.”

I agree that these people and places are marred by sin 
and misery; without salvation, they are doomed. And yet, 
you are choosing not to see the grace of God in these people 
and places. I’m not talking about God’s saving grace, of 
course, but about what is often called His common grace.

Saving grace is reserved for God’s people alone and 
results in their salvation and sanctification. Common grace 
is experienced by everyone to one degree or another, and 
although this results in significant benefits and blessings in 
everyone’s lives, it does not save or sanctify anyone.

Common grace includes all the gifts and blessings God 
distributes to everyone (hence “common”) and His restrain-
ing of evil in us and around us. All of that, the positive giv-
ing and the negative restraining, is grace because it’s God 
dealing with His creatures in mercy, not justice. As John 
Murray put it: “Common grace is every favour of whatever 
kind or degree, falling short of salvation, which this unde-
serving and sin-cursed world enjoys at the hand of God.”
Deny and downplay sin?
I don’t want to deny or downplay sin and its terrible impact 
on our world and its people, on our neighbors and family. 
However, if all we see in these areas is sin and misery, we’re 
closing our eyes to God’s work of grace all over the world 
and all around us. And if we do that, we’re also shutting 
down common worship and common joy, because the more 
we recognize God’s common grace, the more we will wor-
ship God and the more joy we will have in our lives.

Common grace changes the way we look at everyone and 
every place. Instead of just looking for evidence of sin, which 
is usually not hard to find, we will also look for evidence of 
God’s work and rejoice in it. We will be less suspicious and 
cynical, more open to beauty, more enthusiastic to praise 
and appreciate God and His works.

It may sound more pious to only focus on the sin and 
lostness of others. But then we exclude from view God’s 
work in, through, and around them; we are shutting our eyes 
to a beautiful part of God’s daily work and are missing an 
opportunity to worship Him for His gracious work.
Renaming ceremony
To help us open our eyes and hearts to God’s common grace, 
let’s start by renaming it. “Common” sounds so, well, com-
mon. It could be read and heard in a demeaning way, as if 
it’s grace that’s not worth much. So let’s call it “everywhere 
grace.” I toyed with the idea of calling it “everywhere love,” 
as love is easier for most people to understand than grace. 
However, love can be deserved; grace, by definition, can 
never be deserved. As we need to preserve the “undeserving” 
nature of this, let’s just call it “everywhere grace.” And let it 
lead to everywhere worship and everywhere joy.
Dr. David P. Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan
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Micah 6 records one of Scripture’s classic declarations of God’s definition of true religion. A contemporary 
with Isaiah, Micah preached both when apostasy was at its nadir (Ahaz) and when religious reform was at 
its peak (Hezekiah). During both extremes, religion in one form or another dominated life and in many 
ways blinded people to the problem of sin. Religious people are often the hardest to convict of sin because 
they assume that what they are doing is what God wants. In order to prove that these religious people were 
not right with God, the inspired prophet summoned them to court. With irrefutable evidence, he proved 
that their religion did not satisfy God’s spiritual demands and that rather than appeasing or distracting God 
with their ritual, they merited His just punishment. Though this court session concerned ancient Israel, the 
issues are universal and timeless. 

Verse 8 is the heart of God’s refutation of Israel’s religious self-defense. With penetrating precision, 
the Lord makes it clear that they had no excuse because what He regarded as acceptable and what He 
demanded was a matter of record: “He hath shewed thee, O man.” The word translated “shewed” means 
to report or announce by putting something conspicuously in front of someone. Not only had God told 
them what He wanted, but He had told them clearly in unmistakable terms. They had no excuse for not 
knowing, and neither do we.

Three summary expressions demonstrate the elements of true religion by showing that genuine piety 
encompasses all of human life and duty, both to God and to man. Although salvation begins on the inside 
and shows itself on the outside, this statement reverses the order: outward, inward, and upward. The logic 
is clear: failure to behave properly toward men destroys the legitimacy of any profession of being right with 
God. Outward behavior is an index to the heart.
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Outward
The first requirement is doing justice. Although this word 
occurs in judicial contexts referring to a legal decision, 
claim, or suit, it also has a social or ethical sense, focusing 
on the fulfilling of or conformity to legal requirements. 
Moses set clear demands concerning responsibilities and 
obligations to others (e.g., Deut. 24:17–22). The proph-
ets clearly identified justice as fulfilling these legal and 
social demands “between a man and his neighbor” (Jer. 
7:5). Isaiah 1:17 defined justice as relieving the oppressed, 
defending the orphans, and pleading for widows. Christ 
confirmed this unchanging demand when He summa-
rized the law and prophets by saying “all things whatso-
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them” (Matt. 7:12).

Similarly, the Savior’s synopsis of the two greatest 
commandments affirms the necessary link between a right 
relationship with God and men: love God totally and love 
neighbor as self (Mark 12:29–31). The apostolic definition 
of pure religion in terms of caring for orphans and widows 
(James 1:27) further reveals that this divine requirement 
is something that continues to be conspicuously set before 
men. Social justice is not the essence of saving faith, but it 
is an evidence of it. The gospel cannot be defined in terms 
of social welfare, but disregard for and mistreatment of 
our fellow man is incongruous to true spiritual religion.

Inward
The second requirement is loving mercy. More than an 
emotional expression of affection, the verb “love” means 
to set or incline the will toward the chosen object. God 
demands that genuine religion be marked by a will bent 
to mercy. Any exercise of the will involves the heart; thus, 
this second requirement moves away from outward dis-
plays to inner motives. Best rendered “loyalty,” the word 
“mercy” is uniquely associated with the covenant and often 
involves reciprocity. That God faithfully demonstrates His 
everlasting loyalty to His people is a constant and frequent 
theme of the Old Testament (e.g., Ps. 136). The focus here, 
however, is on the loyalty that the Lord expects from the 
heart of His people. Though this word may find expression 
in acts of kindness to others, it includes much more. An 
attitude that produces appropriate action, “mercy” sums 
up the motive and duty of true religion. In simple terms, 
the only loyalty that man can render God is obedience. 
Comparing 1 Samuel 15:22 and Hosea 6:6 justifies this 
conclusion. Whereas Samuel’s pointed rebuke to Saul was 
“to obey is better than sacrifice,” Hosea conveyed God’s 
statement “I desired mercy, and not sacrifice.” 

Loyalty to God, expressed by obedience, takes prece-
dence over mere acts of religion. Religion without heart is 
idolatry, an abomination. Obeying God’s commandments, 

on the other hand, is evidence of true love for Him: “if ye 
love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). A sincere 
heart that is bent to observe loyalty will gladly perform 
every duty God specifies, whether social or religious. It 
would do well for us to remember Christ’s words to the 
Pharisees: “go ye and learn what that meaneth, ‘I will have 
mercy…’” (Matt. 9:13). 

Upward
The third requirement is walking humbly 
with God. Walking is a frequent image 
that refers to the customs, habits, or way 
of life. The word “humbly” occurs only 
here in the Old Testament and has the idea of living cau-
tiously or carefully. This cautious lifestyle is in the presence 
of the Lord (c.f. Eph. 5:15, 17—“walk circumspectly…
understanding what the will of the Lord is”). The message 
is clear. True religion is not a historic decision without 
consequent effect on life, nor an occasional act of goodness 
performed with faith. True religion consists in a whole life 
lived in awareness of God. To walk aware of God, who is 
unseen, is to walk by faith. It is this submissive faith that 
is required of any and all who would please God (Heb. 
11:6). This demand is foundational. If this requirement 
is satisfied, the other two will inevitably follow. It is this 
submissive faith that yields the evidences of grace. It is 
not surprising and not without significance that Christ 
exposed the hypocrisy of the Pharisees by accusing them of 
omitting the most important matters of the law: judgment, 
mercy, and faith (Matt. 23:23). In essence, Christ referred 
to Micah 6:8. What condemned the Jews of Micah’s day 
condemned the Pharisees of Christ’s day. Indeed, the 
requirements of true religion never change. 

The Scripture is explicitly clear that God has never 
been nor will ever be satisfied with external religion or 
empty profession without a true heart of faith on the 
inside that authenticates itself by true holiness on the 
outside. True religion links belief and behavior. We must 
remember that what happened to Israel happened for our 
example and for our admonition. The New Testament’s 
repetition of the same divine requirements for true heart 
religion highlights the need for constant application to the 
church. That Micah uses the court scene as the literary 
means to make his point to Israel reminds of the coming 
Day of Judgment when all hearts will be open and naked 
before the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. The 
judgment on that day will be infallible, and the verdict 
will be eternal. It behooves us all “to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.”

Dr. Michael P. V. Barrett is Academic Dean and Professor of Old Testament 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.
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In the late 1990s, when I lived for some months 
in Jerusalem, there were beggars daily at the 
gates of Jerusalem, holding out their hands. To 
me, they all looked like beggars would look—
emblems of misery by the side of the road, taking 
what you put in their hands and giving a grate-
ful nod. On one occasion, a friend and I passed 
some beggars near one of the gates into the city, 

when, all of a sudden, we heard a cell phone go off, and a 
“beggar” jumped up and, out of his dingy bag, pulled his 
ringing cell phone and walked away to answer it. My friend 
and I moved out of the way, stunned, watching him. The 
“beggar’s” demeanor had changed completely. He started 
arguing with someone on the phone and soon left the spot 
to hail a taxi. I was dumbfounded until my friend explained 
that there are quite a few con artists who live normal lives in 
their apartments and dress up like beggars simply for gain.

Unlike the beggar I saw, the woman we meet in our text 
was a true beggar who obtained a great and gracious miracle, 
namely, the healing of her demon-possessed daughter.

A Needy Suppliant
In our passage, Christ was nearing the end of His Gali-
lean ministry. He had taught many things and done many 
miracles, and the time was soon approaching that He would 
leave Galilee to go to Jerusalem. The opposition against Him 
had been increasing as well, to the point that He determined 
to withdraw to the northern edge of the Promised Land, into 
the region of Tyre and Sidon. This area was the home of 

many of the original Canaanites whom Israel had been com-
manded to drive out of the land. God had often sent judg-
ments and curses on the Canaanites because of their iniquity.

This region of Tyre and Sidon, however, had enjoyed 
some tokens of favor in the past. In the former days of King 
David, Tyre’s king, Hiram, had been in league with David, 
and provided wood from the forests of this area for building 
the temple. Once, during a famine, Elijah had gone to the 
region and miraculously supplied oil and meal to a widow 
woman and her son to keep them alive.

Now in Jesus’ day there was another woman there who 
needed help. We read that this Canaanite woman came crying 
after Jesus, saying repeatedly, “O Lord, thou Son of David: my 
daughter is grievously vexed with a devil” (see Matt. 15:22). 
This unclean outcast of a woman had the devil breathing 
down her neck, as it were. He had her daughter in his grasp.

Notice that she called Jesus “the son of David.” She 
probably didn’t know the passage, but the Old Testament 
had prophesied that the Son of David would “deliver the 
needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no 
helper” (Ps. 72:12). Clearly, this woman had heard of Christ. 
Undoubtedly, she had heard of the many people who had been 
brought to Him for healing, and that He had healed them all, 
including people possessed by demons. Perhaps she had even 
heard how at one time He had spoken about her country when 
He had warned Chorazin and Bethsaida: “It shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon…than for you…for if the mighty 
works…done in thee, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented in dust in ashes” (Matt. 11:22).

Clearly, the Holy Spirit had blessed whatever she had 
heard so that she had not simply heard it as the word of men, 
but as the word of God (1 Thess. 2:13). At the same time, 
her need was great. Every day, the devil would remind her 
of his power over her daughter. Who could help her against 
such a powerful force?

A Trying Savior
We read of a number of trials that this needy woman met 
with on her way to the answer she sought. The first was the 
silence of Jesus. We read, “He answered her not a word” 
(Matt. 15:23). Her cries were so loud; Christ’s mouth, 
meanwhile, remained closed. It must have been something 
for her that hell seemed so open, but heaven so shut—a 
demon-possessed daughter on the one hand, and a silent 
Savior on the other.



Her second trial was the impatience of Christ’s disciples. 
This must have made matters worse for her. They sought 
Christ’s intervention to make her go away. “Send her away; 
for she crieth after us” (Matt. 15:23).

The third trial was the apparent rebuff of the Savior. 
When Christ finally did answer her, He said, “I am not 
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 
15:26). Indeed, for the most part Christ had limited Himself 
to those who were Israelites. To the woman it must have 
sounded as if, had she been an Israelite, Christ would have 
helped her. But sadly, she was a Canaanite.

What was the Savior doing to this woman? Doesn’t the 
Scripture say, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to 
me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” 
(John 6:37)? Indeed, the Lord will not cast her out. Listen 
carefully to the Savior’s words. So often we interpret silence as 
denial and discouragement as total rejection. Yet, the all-wise 
Savior was putting her to the test to bring out the tenacity of 
her faith. He knew her faith before He tried her, just like the 
Lord knew Abraham’s faith before He tried him (see Gen. 
22:1). Was He not the author and finisher of it (Heb. 12:2)?

Paradoxically, the woman took encouragement, even 
from the Savior’s apparent rebuff. Kneeling down before 
Him, she spoke simply and urgently: “Lord, help me” (Matt. 
15:25). What a simple but clear glimpse into the heart of 
true prayer.

And yet the Lord was not done testing her. Now came 
the final trial for this woman, and arguably, the most severe. 
Jesus said, “It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and 
cast it to the dogs” (Matt. 15:26). Taken simply on the sur-
face, this was an insult to the woman. It is as if He compared 
her to a yelping dog interrupting a father who is trying to 
feed his children.

It speaks to her faith that she seemed to have had her 
response ready. “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their masters’ table” (Matt. 15:27). If she 
had been offended by the Lord comparing her to an unclean 
animal, she would have missed the blessing the Lord was 
about to give her. But her eye was on one thing: the Lord’s 
help. She knew how helpless and hopeless she was without 
it. To be compared to a dog is a compliment if you know you 
deserve hell. She was content to be called a dog. Like Jacob, 
this woman would not take no for an answer. She knew that 
she had scavenged for food the whole world over, but had 
come up short with nothing to feed her empty soul.

A Rich Feast
The triumph of the woman could scarcely have been greater. 
Not only was her daughter made whole from that very hour  
(v. 28), but Christ gave her so much more. Christ said to her: 
“Be it done unto thee even as thou wilt” (v. 28). Though she 
was content with a crumb, the Savior puts the whole of heav-
en’s wealth at her disposal. The Lord could do this because, 
on the cross, His body would be broken and His blood shed 
for a full atonement. He could cast out this devil because He 
would defeat him at the cross. He could give this woman a 
rich feast because He hungered and thirsted when under the 
displeasure of His Father for sinners like this woman. In other 
words, He became a worm and no man in order that outcasts 
like this woman might be accepted as sons and daughters. He 
took her hell in order to make her an heir of heaven.

Perhaps you have had long nights of silence, discour-
agement after discouragement, or even felt like hell was 
breathing upon you. But, while there is life, there is hope! 
This is the important question: Do you agree with what the 
Lord says about you in His Word? Do you agree that you 
are a dog, a leper, an outcast, and a rebel? Whatever He 
says, agree with Him quickly, wholeheartedly, for then the 
Lord’s answer is the same to you as it was to this woman: 
“be it unto you even as you will.”

Questions
1. From this passage and others, what help do you find 

for those who feel that their prayers are not being 
answered?

2. How does the impatience of the disciples towards this 
woman convict us of our impatience at times with 
people who don’t fit a certain mold? What should 
this tell us about how we regard those with needs  
around us?

3. Show how the woman’s short prayer, “Lord, help me,” 
had all the main ingredients of true prayer.

4. What do we learn from the woman about agreeing 
to what the Lord says about us in His Word? Why is 
that so difficult?

5. Christ had just fed the five thousand (Matt. 14:15–21). 
Is there any connection between this woman’s request 
for crumbs from the Master’s table?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed 
churches of North America.
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The personal history of Robert Murray M‘Cheyne, born 
two hundred years ago, has been recorded for the church 
in the famous biography by Andrew Bonar. These mem-
oirs detail the life of Rev. M‘Cheyne and show what made 
him a great preacher of God, and how he was used by God 
for the furthering of His kingdom in Scotland. The most 
significant aspect of M‘Cheyne’s life that stands out is his 
personal piety. He ref lected this in every aspect of his life. 
Preachers of today can learn much from M‘Cheyne’s personal 
life in a day when personal holiness for preachers and pas-
tors is at a premium as they struggle with conformity to the 
world. M‘Cheyne’s godly example provides a healthy anti-
dote to the competition of a world that seeks to encroach on 
a minister’s life, study, and pulpit. He stands as one of the 
most powerful figures in history. He was a man who walked 
day-by-day with his God, sought the eternal welfare of his 
people with tears, and combined these two in a passionate 
ministry, pleading for people to repent and be reconciled 
to God because their souls were at stake. This article (and 
two to follow in subsequent issues) seeks to examine how 
M‘Cheyne’s personal piety was ref lected in his preaching and 
how that might offer encouragement to men who struggle in 
the milieu of 21st century ministry.

Robert Murray M‘Cheyne was born in Edinburgh on May 
21, 1813.1 He was born into a solid middle class family during 
the time of the Industrial Revolution. Young Robert was a 
talented youngster and excelled at his studies, learning Greek, 
Latin, and Hebrew as well as possessing a poetic mind and 
literary wit.2 These gifts would serve him in his later ministry 
for which God was preparing him. The people around him 
often commented on his soft, caring, and compassionate dis-
position, which no doubt would impact his care and desire to 
urge people in his preaching to f lee to Christ for their souls’ 
sake.3 During his early years, M‘Cheyne was deeply affected 
by the death of his brother David. Young Robert sorely missed 
the presence of the brother who had gone before him to his 
heavenly Father, yet he also sensed that he was missing what 
David possessed in terms of spiritual peace and reconciliation 
with God.4 The death of his brother began to effect a profound 
change in the heart and life of Robert. Bonar comments that 
this was the year, 1831, M‘Cheyne’s eighteenth year, that the 
Spirit was working in him, “If this was not the year of his new 
birth, at least it was the year when the first streaks of dawn 
appeared in his soul.”5 M‘Cheyne himself comments on this 

change of heart and life the year after his brother died, “This 
day eleven years ago, I lost my loved and loving brother, and 
began to seek a Brother who cannot die.”6

M‘Cheyne eventually found that Brother, or rather this 
Brother found him. A struggle ensued between Robert’s heart 
and the world which beckoned him with its seemingly allur-
ing pleasures and trysts. He records in his journal the dif-
ficulty he had in this struggle: “A thorn in my side—much 
torment…absented myself from the dance; upbraidings ill to 
bear. But I must try to bear the cross.”7 Despite his struggles 
and prevailing sins, M‘Cheyne records in his Memoirs that 
Jesus had become his all:

O great God, that didst suffer me to live whilst I so dishon-
oured Thee, Thou knowest the whole; and it was Thy hand 
alone that could awaken me from the death in which I was, 
and was contented to be. Gladly would I have escaped from 
the Shepherd that sought me as I strayed; but He took me 
up in His arms and carried me back; and yet He took me 
not for anything that was in me.8

His own righteousness made void, Robert began to live out 
of the righteousness of Christ. It is this statement that largely 
controlled his piety and his preaching, since he was always 
acutely aware of his own sinfulness, yet also acutely aware of 
the abundant remedy in the blood and righteousness of Christ.

As young Robert began to grow in his faith, his life was 
marked by a turn around. Whereas before he would take 
part in the frivolity of student life and worldly pursuits, his 
mind and heart now began to turn towards ministry and how 
he might serve his Master.9 In November 1831 he became a 
candidate for the ministry in the Church of Scotland. During 
this initial period of ministerial training he was heavily inf lu-
enced by Thomas Chalmers.10 Chalmers was instrumental in 
shaping M‘Cheyne’s thought and had a profound impact on 
many of M‘Cheyne’s contemporaries. All these circumstances 
contributed to the development, maturation, and legendary 
piety instilled in M‘Cheyne as he experienced a change both 
in his own heart and in terms of vocation. His changed life 
led him to pursue a calling to the ministry to the dismay of his 
parents, who felt that a man of his caliber would make a good 
lawyer, which was at that time more socially acceptable.11 
Despite familial pressures to the contrary, he dedicated his 
heart and soul, mind and body to his Master out of gratitude 
for deliverance from sin and bondage.
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His call to the ministry and personal piety grew simulta-
neously as the Lord continued His good work in M‘Cheyne’s 
life. He increasingly began to detest his former life, seeing the 
emptiness and futility of living for self.12 He was gradually 
being molded and fitted for service in the Master’s kingdom. 
He began to read biographies of men who had gone before 
him to foreign mission outposts and commented on their 
godly examples, “Would I could but imitate him [Henry Mar-
tyn], giving father, mother, country, house, health, life, all for 
Christ. And yet, what hinders? Lord purify me, and give me 
strength to dedicate myself, my all, to Thee.”13 This state-
ment comprehends M‘Cheyne’s personal piety as well as his 
preaching. Although he himself felt that he was not dedicated 
to Christ with his all, yet his sermons and personal life stand 
as perpetual testimonies of his faithfulness to his Savior.

This faithfulness in M‘Cheyne’s life translated into a life 
of deep and holy piety which burned deep within his soul. 
He lived constantly with a sense of his own unworthiness, 
yet rejoiced at the fact that he too was purchased heart, soul, 
mind, and body with the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When his former sins came to plague his mind and conscience 
he ref lected on his salvation in Christ, “But perhaps my old 
sins are too fearful, and my unbelief too glaring? Nay; I come 
to Christ, not although I am a sinner, but just because I am 
a sinner, even the chief.”14 In one breath M‘Cheyne decried 
his own sinfulness and in the next breath proclaimed the suf-
ficiency of Christ for such a sinner as himself. He records this 
experience in this way: “Much broken under a sense of my 
exceeding wickedness, which no eye can see but Thine. Much 
persuasion of the sufficiency of Christ, and of the constancy 
of His love.”15 The believer of today has much to learn from 
M‘Cheyne in this area; though sin still clings to this body, 
yet Christ is sufficient to forgive that sin. The question then 
arises as to how Robert cultivated this deep sense of his own 
sinfulness as well as such a deep appreciation for Jesus Christ. 
He did so through careful preparation of his heart and mind 
each day, especially before preaching. 

Shortly after his conversion he relates his experiences 
of reading the Bible on a Sabbath eveninng in his Memoirs: 
“Reading. Too much engrossed, and too little devotional. Prep-
aration for a fall. Warning. We may be too engrossed with the 
shell even of heavenly things.”16 At another place he records, 
“Mind quite unfitted for devotion. Prayerless prayer.”17 Day 
by day he records his struggles to maintain a rich devotional 
life. Perhaps the question he asks in one of his entries is most 
telling: “Humble, purpose-like reading of the word omitted. 
What plant can be unwatered and not wither?”18

Although it seems that M‘Cheyne never had a moment 
of communion with his Lord, this is not the case, but these 
entries of his diary indicate that he had a keen sense of his 
proclivity to become lax in the area of personal devotion. He 
recognized that a personal relationship with God through 
reading and meditation of His Word and earnest prolonged 
prayer were a key to a vibrant and robust spiritual life. He 

did have very positive experiences that he records in his diary, 
which show that though he often mourned his lack of fer-
vency and preparedness in personal devotion he nevertheless 
did taste and see that the Lord is good. One of his entries 
reads, “Sabbath evening. Much prayer and peace. Reading the 
Bible only,”19 demonstrating that prayer and Scripture were 
the lifeblood of his walk with the Lord.

Confession of sin was also an essential part of M‘Cheyne’s 
devotional life as indicated in his section on “Personal Ref-
ormation” in his memoirs. M‘Cheyne firmly believed that 
he needed to maintain a clear conscience before God, which 
could only be achieved through a faithful self-examination 
and confession of sin. His words are convicting when he states 
the need and motivation for confession:

I ought to go to Christ for the forgiveness of each sin. In 
washing my body, I go over every spot, and wash it out. 
Should I be less careful in washing my soul? I ought to see 
the stripe that was made on the back of Jesus by each of my 
sins. I ought to see the infinite pang thrill through the soul 
of Jesus equal to an eternity of my hell for my sins. I ought 
to see that in Christ’s bloodshedding there is an infinite 
over-payment for all my sins. Although Christ did not 
suffer more than infinite justice demanded, yet He could 
not suffer at all without laying down an infinite ransom.20

His piety was not motivated then for self-improvement only, 
but was firmly Christocentric and done out of thankfulness 
and living to the glory of God. The only way to peace and 
holiness for Robert was to go immediately to Jesus Christ 
with any sin that was committed.21
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We have seen that the Secession of 1834 in the Netherlands was 
closely related to and influenced by the Further Reformation 
movement of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. We will 
now examine a more contemporary spiritual movement that 
impacted the Secession: the Dutch Reveil.

In 1823, a pamphlet appeared in the Netherlands that caused 
an immediate uproar among Dutch intellectuals. The title of 
this brochure was “Objections Against the Spirit of the Age” 
(Bezwaren tegen de Geest der Eeuw).1 In it, the author, Isaac 
Da Costa, attacked everything the Dutch Liberal Establish-
ment stood for. The publication of this highly controversial 
pamphlet marked the beginning of what has come to be 
known as the Dutch Reveil (the French word for revival, 
meaning awakening).

The Situation in Europe
From the start of the French Revolution in 1789 until the 
final defeat of Napoleon in 1815, Europe had been torn by 
wars and other social upheavals. After the Battle of Waterloo, 
a reaction set in. Europe was tired of the devastating wars 
and the cold rationalism that had been fostered by the French 
Revolution. No wonder then that after Waterloo, many said: 
never again! They called for a return to religion and piety. 
Between 1815 and 1848, a series of popular religious awaken-
ings arose throughout Europe. England had already experi-
enced revival a century earlier, but now also on the continent 
the f lame of vital religion spread across many lands. Begin-
ning in Switzerland and from there, like a spreading f lame, it 
reached France, Germany, Scandinavia, and the Netherlands.

The Situation in the Netherlands
When news of the religious awakening in Switzerland 
reached the Netherlands, the Lord raised up a number of 
men to launch a similar movement in their own country. The 
immediate cause for the call to reveil was the new situation 
that emerged when Holland regained its political indepen-
dence. With the defeat of Napoleon in 1813 came the collapse 
of French authority, and the Netherlands once again became 
a sovereign nation. William I was brought back from exile in 
England and became the head of a constitutional monarchy.

One of the first issues the new government had to deal 
with was to settle the problem of the relationship between 
church and state. In 1816, King William “solved” this prob-
lem by re-establishing the Reformed Church as the state 

church, and signing into law a new Church Order replacing 
the old Church Order of Dort.

First Stirrings of a Reveil:  
Rev. Nicolaas Schotsman
The reaction to the new Church Order was swift and con-
siderable. One of the first protests raised against the impo-
sition of what was seen as a hierarchical system of church 
government came from the pen of Rev. Nicolaas Schots-
man (1754–1822). In 1819, the second centennial of the 
Synod of Dort, Schotsman preached two commemorative 
sermons which he later published under the title, Eerezuil ter 
gedachtenis van de voor tweehonderd jaar te Dortrecht gehouden 
Nationale Synode, opgericht door Nicolaas Schotsman (Memo-
rial Pillar in honour of the Synod of Dort held two hundred 
years ago, erected by Nicolaas Schotsman).

Schotsman’s “Memorial” created a great stir and evoked 
many virulent replies. On the other hand, many others read 
his brochure with approval and were awakened by it.2

Leading Representatives of the Dutch Reveil: 
Willem Bilderdijk (1756–1831)
When a second edition of Schotsman’s Eerezuil appeared, there 
was a foreword in it by Willem Bilderdijk. Born into a well-
to-do Reformed family, young Willem studied law at Leiden, 
earned his doctorate in 1782, and became a lawyer. An ardent 
monarchist, Bilderdijk was strongly opposed to the concept of 
a constitutional monarchy and the sovereignty of the people, 
both of which he regarded as fruits of the Enlightenment 
and the French Revolution. Because of his strong reactionary 
views, he was barred from holding a public office, although he 
was allowed to set up a private lectureship in Leiden.

Beginning in 1817, Bilderdijk gathered around him some 
of the brightest and most promising young men, all of whom 
were to play a significant role in the Reveil. Among his 
most brilliant students were Isaac Da Costa and Guillaume 
Groen van Prinsterer.

Isaac da Costa (1798–1860)
This Portuguese Jew, led to faith in the true Messiah by 
Bilderdijk, became “the most ardent and eloquent champion 
of orthodoxy.”3 In 1823, he published a pamphlet entitled 
“Objections against the Spirit of the Age,” in which he 
attacked the bastion of liberal thinking. Following his 

The Dutch Reveil

Church History | Rev. Cornelis Pronk

106 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth APRIL 2013



mentor Bilderdijk, da Costa believed that a constitutional 
form of government was based on the social contract idea 
of Rousseau. This frontal attack on what had become the 
politically correct thinking of that time brought upon him 
the wrath of the entire Dutch intelligentsia.

But his clarion call for a return to biblical principles 
regarding church, state, and society also aroused many oth-
ers in the nation who had been slumbering and waiting for 
someone to take the lead. The “Objections” became a mani-
festo for the reformation of both church and state according 
to the teachings of Holy Scripture. It was, however, primar-
ily a call to personal and national repentance and a challenge 
to discover or rediscover the gospel.4

Guillaume Groen van Prinsterer (1801–1876)
Groen was raised in a rather moderate Protestant environ-
ment. A brilliant student, he graduated from the University of 
Leiden with a degree in classical philology and law. While at 
Leiden, he attended the private lectures of Bilderdijk and was 
greatly influenced by him. While serving as secretary of King 
William’s cabinet in Brussels, he came under the influence of 
Merle d’Aubigne, who was court preacher there. The powerful 
preaching of this product of the Swiss Reveil led to his whole-
hearted acceptance of Christ and the principles of the Reveil.

Groen became a powerful spokesman for evangelical 
Christianity in the Netherlands, especially in the area of poli-
tics, law, and education. He became the father of the “anti-
revolutionary party,” and set forth his views in his Ongeloof en 
Revolutie (Unbelief and Revolution) in 1847. Elected in 1840 
to the “Double Chamber,” Groen defended his antirevolution-
ary principles with great power and conviction. In 1849, he 
was elected to the Second Chamber of Parliament, where he 
stood alone for many years against the dominant liberal party.

One of Groen’s major contributions was in the area of 
Christian education. He vigorously opposed a bill advocating 
the emancipation of the school from the church, and when 
it passed, he resigned in protest. He relentlessly pursued his 
goal of reforming all of society. Groen’s aim was “to restore 
orthodox Christianity within the national church and within 
the public school.”5 In this he was not to succeed. Resorting 
finally to the only alternative left to him, he supervised the 
establishment of separate parental “schools with the Bible,” 
the entire cost of which was borne by the lower middle class of 
kleine luiden (little people). However, after a long struggle, the 
Christian schools, both Protestant and Catholic, were put on 
an equal footing with the public school, with the cost of edu-
cation being financed almost entirely by the public treasury.

The Unique Character of the Dutch Reveil
The Dutch Reveil was closely related to similar movements in 
Western Europe and North America, all of which were fruits 
of Pietism and Methodism.6 The men and women of the 
Dutch Reveil were concerned first and foremost with godly 
living. They were devout Christians who spent much time in 

prayer and Bible study, and sincerely tried to live a holy life. 
In fact, it was their strong emphasis on sanctification that 
caused one of the Reveil ’s early sympathizers, H. F. Kohl-
brugge, to distance himself from the movement. Kohlbrugge 
was very critical of Da Costa’s views on the role of good works 
in the life of believers, and he regarded the latter’s views as 
a departure from the classic Reformed doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith alone. The Reveil, in this respect, was closer to 
eighteenth-century Methodism than to the classic Reformed 
theology of the sixteenth century as held by Kohlbrugge. For 
him, the Christian is perfect in Christ, because He is both 
the believer’s justification and sanctification.7

Another characteristic of the Reveil was its conviction 
that Scripture is the sole source of authority. While this 
had always been the Protestant and Reformed position, the 
difference was that the men of the Reveil tended to accept 
the Scriptures uncritically, i.e., without careful, scientific, 
exegetical study. Their emphasis was on experience, and 
they believed that the Holy Spirit taught them everything 
they needed to know.8

Not surprisingly, in light of their somewhat biblicistic 
approach to Scripture, the men of the Reveil were not overly 
concerned about the binding authority of the creeds. Not 
that they were opposed to what the Confessions taught 
as such, but the general feeling was that they cherished 
their freedom to follow the Word of God wherever it might 
lead, regardless of what the Confessions might say. For 
instance, in their doctrine of eschatology (doctrine of the 
last things), most of the Reveil men held to a pre- or post-
millennial position.9 This was especially true of Da Costa, 
who was an ardent pre-millenialist. His conviction that 
Christ would soon return to usher in His millennial reign on 
earth enabled him and his followers to carry on in the face 
of great opposition. He also believed that Holland occupied 
a special place in God’s plan, and he saw great similarities 
between his adoptive country and Israel. 

An Aristocratic Movement
Yet another characteristic of the Dutch Reveil was that it 
was basically an aristocratic movement. In sharp contrast 
to the Secession, which was largely a grassroots movement 
of the lower classes, the Reveil was restricted for the most 
part to members of the privileged classes. This certainly was 
true of the leadership. Almost all of the prominent members 
of the Reveil were either wealthy, highly educated, or both. 
There were several counts, barons, and other members of 
the nobility among them.

Its Interdenominational Character
The Reveil was also international and interdenominational in 
nature. Its leaders sought fellowship with kindred spirits in 
other countries. This resulted in the formation of the so-called 
Evangelical Alliance. The first meeting was held in London 
in 1848 and the second in 1855 in Paris. Subsequent meetings 
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were held in Berlin (1857), Geneva (1861), and Amsterdam 
(1867). At all these meetings, there were representatives from 
all over Europe, not in the least from the Netherlands. Groen 
van Prinsterer was a featured speaker at both the Geneva and 
Amsterdam meetings, and delivered powerful orations on 
topics such as Religious Nationality and Dutch Calvinism.10

The presence of Groen and other Dutch leaders of the 
Reveil at these meetings shows that they were ecumenically 
minded; they believed in the catholicity of the church and 
greatly valued the privilege of experiencing the communion 
of saints, mutual encouragement, and strengthening of each 
other in the battle against infidelity and superstition.11

The Homegrown Character of the Reveil
Despite many similarities between the Dutch Reveil and 
kindred movements in other parts of the world, there were 
also differences that show that there was also something 
unique about the Dutch Reveil. Pietistic as it was in many 
respects, the Reveil was broader in its vision than most other 
revivals that had preceded it or that were contemporaneous 
with it in other countries.

For one thing, the Dutch Reveil was not exclusively preoc-
cupied with the salvation of individual souls as the spiritual 
awakenings in Scotland and North America tended to be. Its 
leaders sought nothing less than the Reformation of the whole 
man, as well as the church and society in general. The Dutch 
Reveil was also more philosophical and theological in nature, 
even though most of its leaders were laymen rather than profes-
sional theologians. Men like Bilderdijk, Da Costa, and espe-
cially Groen van Prinsterer understood far better than their 
spiritual counterparts in other countries the real causes of the 
apostasy in church and state. They recognized the evils of the 
Enlightenment and its daughter, the French Revolution, and 
were able to draw out its dangerous implications for all of life.

The Influence of the Reveil on the Netherlands
Although the Secession was greatly inf luenced and inspired 
by the Reveil so that one could say that the latter movement 
was a forerunner to the former, the Reveil left a more per-
manent impact on those who remained in the established 
church. Its men were convinced that the church should be 
reformed from within, so secession was never an option. 
This was and still is the view of many conservatives in 
the Reformed Alliance, even though many of them have 
recently joined the newly organized Protestant Church of the 
Netherlands (PKN), while others reconstituted themselves as 
the Restored Reformed Church (Hersteld Hervormde Kerk).

Although the Reveil party sympathized with the Seces-
sion movement, they were too catholic in their view of the 
church to feel at home in what they felt was the narrow and 
restricted atmosphere among the Secessionists. This nega-
tive attitude did not endear them to the Seceders. The latter 
viewed the Reveil with suspicion and distrust, and accused the 
movement of inconsistency and half-heartedness, if not worse.

Nevertheless, the Reveil and the Secession had much in 
common in that both movements stressed the necessity of 
true conversion and a close walk with God. That the Reveil 
left a deep and permanent impression on at least some of 
the Seceders may be illustrated by the case of H. P. Scholte. 
According to L. Oostendorp, this father of the Secession 
was “the most evident link between these two movements.”12 
While still a student for the ministry, Scholte came under 
the inf luence of the Reveil. He regularly attended the Sun-
day evening Bible lectures of Da Costa in Amsterdam and 
learned things there that shaped his mind more than the 
formal education received at the Leiden University.

When he later became a leader of the Secession, the 
inf luence of the Reveil soon revealed itself. Scholte became 
disillusioned with what he felt was a narrow and exclusivistic 
spirit displayed by many of his colleagues. He dreamed of 
a great, international revival which would break away from 
the false denominational hierarchies and form one church 
of born-again believers.13

Scholte also held to a rather moderate view of the Con-
fessions, was a convinced pre-millennialist, and had a keen 
interest in international evangelical and worldwide mission-
ary movements. This can be attributed to the inf luence of 
the Reveil on him. Needless to say, his views got him into 
trouble with the Secession church. His open championing of 
his millennial views met with particularly strong opposition. 

Scholte’s position in the Secession church was difficult from 
the beginning because he tried to combine in his thinking and 
views concepts that perhaps cannot be espoused simultaneously 
and harmoniously. He was too much of a Reveil man to “be 
completely happy in the circle of the Secessionists, but he was 
too Reformed to be comfortable with extreme millennialists 
such as J. N. Darby, leader of the Plymouth Brethren, especially 
with regard to the doctrine of the church. Finding no sympa-
thetic audience among his brethren in the Netherlands, Scholte 
eventually moved to North America, where he hoped to make a 
new beginning and try out his somewhat peculiar hybrid theol-
ogy. His success in America was rather limited and in the end 
he left no permanent impact on Dutch-American church life.
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Most of us are aware that our federation of churches (or denomination) functions in accordance 
with a specific set of rules, and that each congregation within our denomination is obligated to 
honor and implement these rules. We refer to these rules as the Church Order of Dort.

As the term “Church Order” indicates, these rules have been formulated and adopted by 
the church to facilitate the orderly functioning of the church locally and denominationally. 
Hardly anyone would argue the point that the proper functioning of any organization 
will be proportionate to its organizational structure. This would be applicable to the 
church as well—with the understanding, however, that rather than viewing the church 
as an organization, we should view her as a living organism, the living body of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 12). This means that the rules governing church life must be 
uniquely suited to foster the growth and health of this living organism. Upon examining 
our Church Order more closely, we will find an organizational structure tailor-made to 
protect and foster the well-being of the body of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The foundation for the orderly functioning of the church is found in 1 Corinthians 
14:40, “Let all things be done decently and in order.” These words conclude a lengthy 
exhortation from the Apostle Paul to a congregation with more disorder than order. Paul recognized that 
the church can only function well when managed in an orderly fashion. This realization prompted him to 
ordain elders whenever new churches were established. The church of the Lord Jesus Christ must function 
in an orderly fashion, for God is a God of order. Paul emphasizes this when he writes in the same chapter, 
“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints” (1 Cor. 14:33). 

Orderliness is characteristic of all the works of God. Therefore God’s supreme spiritual accomplishment, 
the church of His beloved Son, will manifest the same orderly structure that we observe in all the works of 
His hands. This orderliness was visible in the congregation of Israel during her lengthy journey through the 
wilderness; the Tabernacle, God’s visible dwelling place in the midst of His people, was at the very center 
of this organizational structure, and every tribe of this congregation had its proper and divinely appointed 
location in reference to the Tabernacle.

Since the New Testament church is the mature outgrowth of the “church in the wilderness” (Acts 7:38), 
such divinely initiated orderliness must be her hallmark as well. This is why such structure begins to mani-
fest itself rather quickly when the New Testament church, at the initiative of the congregation at Jerusalem, 
already convenes in Acts 15 for what is called the Council or Synod of Jerusalem. The leaders of the church 
recognized that the collective wisdom of all the churches was needed to arrive at a biblical decision regard-
ing the question whether Gentile Christians needed to be circumcised.

This recognition that everything in the church must “be done decently and in order” surfaced rather 
quickly again after the Protestant Reformation. John Calvin, the great Reformer of Geneva, realized that 
church government also needed to be Reformed. Or to put it differently, the principle of “sola Scriptura—
Scripture Alone” needed to be applied again to church government. This resulted in the formulation of 
Calvin’s famous Ordonnances Ecclesiastiques (Ecclesiastical Ordinances).

These Ecclesiastical Ordinances of the Reformed Church of Geneva became the foundation for the further 
development of Reformed Church Order during the century that followed the Reformation. This culminated in 
the adoption of the Church Order of Dort by the famous Synod of Dort (1618–1619). So the Church Order stems 
from Calvin’s formulation of the biblical principles of church polity, and is therefore a Reformation document.

What needs to be understood about this Calvinist Church Order, however, is that it is not merely a collection 
of human rules. Each individual article, and the Church Order as a whole, is an expression of principles extracted 
from the Word of God, and is therefore a compendium of Scripture’s teachings regarding the government of 
God’s church. Let’s briefly examine these biblical principles that are embedded throughout the Church Order.

its Purposes and its Function
ChurCh Order:

ChurCh Life  |  rev. Bartel elshout
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1. Christ alone is the King of the church, a church purchased 
with His blood. The church is not a democracy. Instead, it is 
a theocracy, governed directly by the Son of God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His Word alone (sola Scriptura) is the rule by 
which He governs His church. Even though there is a demo-
cratic element in the election of office-bearers, the church is 
emphatically not governed by the people and for the people. 
Rather, it is governed by Christ and for the glory of Christ.

2. Scripture alone—sola Scriptura—has authority in the 
church. Clearly, a church that belongs to Christ and is gov-
erned by Him has the Word of God as her constitution. 
The express objective of the Church Order, therefore, is to 
ensure that God’s Word has the final word in all ecclesias-
tical procedures and decisions. When this is correctly and 
faithfully followed, the church will consistently honor the 
Word of her King.

3. Each local church is autonomous; it is a unique and 
complete manifestation of the body of Christ. The Church 
Order recognizes that the church of Jesus Christ functions 
at the local level, and that each local congregation is a genu-
ine, complete, and self-governing manifestation of the body 
of Christ. This means that one congregation in a denomi-
nation has no jurisdiction regarding the affairs of another 
congregation.

4. Each local church is an equally valid manifestation of 
the body of Christ. The Church Order treats all churches 
within a denomination as equals. Small congregations have 
the same rights and privileges as large congregations. This 
is a practical application of principle #3.

5. Christ’s official ministry in the church functions by way 
of the office-bearers of the local church. Church Order 
captures the teaching of Scripture that Christ is the great 
Office-bearer of His church, and that He shepherds His 
f locks as her Prophet, Priest, and King. As the exalted 
Christ, He is at the right hand of His Father, and on earth 
He has delegated this task to the duly elected office-bearers. 
Since Christ has three offices, the Church Order stipulates 
that these three offices must function in the church by 
men who will serve as ministers (prophetic office), deacons 
(priestly office), and elders (kingly office).

6. Christ’s authority is vested in the local church and its 
office-bearers. This is another logical inference from the 
fact that the church functions at the local level. Office-
bearers are called by and serve the local church, and hold 
their office only in connection with that local congregation.

7. The office-bearers of the local church have no authority 
beyond her boundaries. Office-bearers hold their office in 
the local church from which they have been chosen and to 
which they are accountable. This means that their jurisdic-
tion is limited to this local congregation, and they have no 
authority beyond the boundaries of this congregation.

8. A local body of believers only becomes a legitimate 
manifestation of the body of Christ when the offices of 
Christ are instituted by the ordination of office-bearers. 
Christ governs and shepherds His church through office-
bearers, and a gathering of believers can only be considered a 
local manifestation of the body of Christ when these offices 
are legitimately functioning within this body of believers. 
Therefore a criterion for determining whether a gathering of 
believers can be organized as an autonomous congregation 
is whether it can be ascertained with reasonable certainty 
that there are men whose godliness is beyond reproach and 
who appear to have the necessary gifts to serve the body of 
Christ (cf. 1 Tim. 3; Titus 1).

9. The members of the local church are all office-bearers in 
the sense that they bear the office of all believers. Since all 
members are office-bearers in that sense, the Church Order 
seeks to involve the membership of the congregation as often 
as possible in the government of the congregation. It also 
recognizes that the special offices of the local church—the 
offices of minister, deacon, and elder—arise from the office 
of all believers.

10. The local church must federate with other local 
churches of like confession to give expression to Christ’s 
mandate that His body be one. The genius of Reformed 
church polity is that, while it recognizes the autonomy of 
the local church, it also recognizes the biblical obligation 
of local churches to manifest the unity of the church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is the duty of local churches to federate 
with like-minded churches. 

Through such federation of churches the universality 
of Christ’s church becomes visible as an answer to Christ’s 
prayer, “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17:21).

11. The authority of the major assemblies of a federation of 
churches (denomination) is derived from the local churches 
and only functions when these assemblies are convened. 
Since the church of the Lord Jesus Christ functions at the 
local level, His authority in the church also functions at the 
local level via her duly elected office-bearers. So when dele-
gates from local churches of a denomination gather in major 
assemblies (i.e., Classis and/or Synod), the authority of the 
local churches will function corporately. The authority of 
such major assemblies is therefore delegated authority and 
ceases to function upon the conclusion of a major assembly. 
Only in local churches does the exercise of Christ’s authority 
function permanently.

12. The authority to do the work of the church is vested 
exclusively with the local church: a) the preaching of the gos-
pel; b) the administration of the sacraments; c) the election & 
ordination of office-bearers; and d) the exercise of Christian 
discipline. This is simply an affirmation that the local church 
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is autonomous, and that the life and ministry of the church 
functions primarily and pre-eminently at the local level.

13. Major assemblies exist for the benefit of the local 
churches—not vice versa. The agenda of the broader assem-
blies is generated by the local churches, and the broader 
assemblies use their collective wisdom for the benefit of 
the local churches. The broader assemblies are responsive 
bodies; that is, they respond to that which is initiated by 
the local churches. They are forbidden by the Church Order 
to initiate action apart from there being an overture by the 
local churches. The denomination and its broader assem-
blies exist for the benefit of the local churches.

This concludes a brief summation of the major biblical 
principles articulated and f leshed out in the Church Order. 
The Church Order is neither an inspired document nor a 
doctrinal standard, but it is firmly rooted in Scripture and 
has served the Reformed churches well for four centuries. 
These principles are timeless and of abiding importance; the 
challenge facing the church today is to address our issues 
and challenges within the context of a document so care-
fully crafted by our forefathers.

Faithful and consistent adherence to this Church Order 
will guarantee that the kingship of Christ functions clearly 
in the churches and that the Holy Scriptures are the non-
negotiable standard whereby the church orders all of her 
activity. May the Lord grant that everything in our churches 
continues to “be done decently, and in order…. For God is 
not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches 
of the saints” (1 Cor. 14:40, 33).
Rev. Bartel Elshout is a retired minister in the Heritage Reformed Congregations.

I’m excited to be partner-
ing with Witte Travel on 
a beautiful, historic tour in 
Europe this summer. Please 
consider joining us on a 
first-class tour July 11–22, 
traveling through the Neth-
erlands and Germany, tak-
ing in various sites related 
to the Reformation, and 
ending in Heidelberg (in 
commemoration of the Hei-
delberg Catechism’s 450th 
anniversary). Dr. Van Vliet 
and I hope to fill one bus, so 
the tour is limited to 48 peo-
ple. Check out the summary 
to the left and a 10-page, 
detailed brochure at www.
wittetravel.com/calendar-
tours/legacy-reformation. 
I’d love to have you along, 
God willing. Send in your 
reservation today!

This is your invitation to be part of a truly transformational travel experience 
led by Dr. Joel R. Beeke and Dr. Jason P. Van Vliet!

THE LEGACY OF THE REFORMATION 
July 11 to 19, 2013

Come with us on a journey through the heritage of the Netherlands and Germany with special 
emphasis on the Heidelberg Catechism. We’ll explore elegant, once-fortified Dordrecht, Palace 
Het Loo, Vesting Bourtange—a beautiful 16th-century fortress, the Johannes á Lasco Library at 
Emden, Bad Bentheim’s castle, the majestic Rhineland capital of Cologne, and the storybook city of 
Heidelberg. We’ll also enjoy a relaxing cruise on the legendary River Rhine.

Against the background of fascinating historical sites, our tour will be a time to revitalize our 
appreciation for, and use of, the gift which has been entrusted to the church in the Heidelberg 
Catechism. In addition, the Lord’s Day will be observed with morning and afternoon or evening 
worship services.

The Legacy of the Reformation tour begins in Amsterdam and concludes with a 
two-night stay in Heidelberg. Those who would like to do so can elect to spend 
an additional three nights in Heidelberg, returning home on July 22.

Attendance at the 4th Annual Heidelberg Conference on Reformed Theology 
(July 18 to 21) is offered to Legacy tour participants as an option. On the 
last Sabbath morning, we will worship in Heidelberg Castle (with Dr. Beeke 
preaching), where the Catechism was approved.

For more information and brochures, contact Dr. Beeke at jrbeeke@puritanseminary.org or visit 
Witte Travel & Tours’ website at www.wittetravel.com/calendar-tours/legacy-reformation

Dr. Joel R. Beeke
Puritan Reformed 

Theological Seminary

Dr. Jason P. Van Vliet
Canadian Reformed 

Seminary

Conference

The Legacy of the Reformation Tour in Europe
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The work of evangelism is not only for pastors. All believers 
should evangelize; they should share the gospel of Christ 
with unbelievers. In so doing, they become evangelists. The 
title “evangelist” comes from a Greek word which simply 
means a messenger of the gospel. For instance, in Acts 21:8 
Philip is called “the evangelist.” Philip was not an ordained 
pastor, but he was an evangelist because he “preached good 
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ” (Acts. 8:12). Thus, broadly speaking, anyone who 
faithfully promulgates the good news is an evangelist. How-
ever, strictly speaking, an evangelist is a divinely gifted 
person whose primary calling is to proclaim the gospel in a 
place where the gospel has not yet been proclaimed (Eph. 
4:11). Acting as a missionary, an evangelist does not stay 
in one place, but moves on to another place to continue his 
work of evangelism. The pastor, on the other hand, remains 
in his congregation to shepherd them. Yet, practically, all 
pastors are evangelists. All pastors should be announcers of 
the gospel. The Apostle Paul, writing to his fellow minister, 
says, “As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, 
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Tim. 
4:5). All pastors are called to “do the work of an evangelist,” 
which is to declare the message of the cross. What follows is 
a brief study of some of the roles of a pastor in evangelism. 

Pastors have an important role in the work of evange-
lism. First, a pastor should pray evangelistically. He should 
spend time regularly praying specifically for the lost souls. 
Paul did this: “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for them [people of Israel] is that they may be saved” (Rom. 
10:1). With God’s help, a minister should learn to pray with 
George Whitefield (1714–1770), an English evangelist: “O 
Lord give me souls, or take my soul!” A pastor should also 
pray to God for passion for the lost. Jesus, the Greatest 
Evangelist, had compassion for sinners (Matt. 9:36). The 
ministry of evangelism will become a burden for a pastor if 
he does not have passion. He should, therefore, pray with 
the hymn writer, Herbert G. Tovey (1888–1972):

Give me a passion for souls, dear Lord, 
A passion to save the lost; 
O that Thy love were by all adored, 
And welcomed at any cost.

Jesus, I long, I long to be winning 
Men who are lost, and constantly sinning; 
O may this hour be one of beginning 
The story of pardon to tell.

Though there are dangers untold and stern 
Confronting me in the way, 
Willingly still would I go, nor turn, 
But trust Thee for grace each day.

How shall this passion for souls be mine? 
Lord, make Thou the answer clear; 
Help me to throw out the old life line 
To those who are struggling near.

Second, a pastor must preach evangelistically. He must 
always present the gospel in his sermons. With care, he must 
address both believers and unbelievers in his preaching. 
Lovingly he must call the unconverted to repentance and 
point them to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. A pastor 
should also teach the believers the mandate of witnessing for 
Christ. Many do not evangelize simply out of ignorance. A 
pastor has a critical role in educating and equipping Chris-
tians for the great work of soul winning.

Third, a pastor should live evangelistically. The unbelievers 
should see the gospel in his life. He should create a thirst and 
hunger for Christ among them. He should share the gospel 
with his unconverted children at home. In his community, 
he should befriend his neighbors and reach out to them with 
the message of the cross. In his congregation, he should set 
a good example by personally getting involved in the work 
of evangelism and missions. Church members will be more 
encouraged to evangelize if they see their pastor making an 
effort to win souls for Christ. He should always actively look 
for opportunities to evangelize anywhere and at any time.

By nature, we are not interested in the gospel; we are 
totally depraved. A pastor should bring the message of salva-
tion, confident that God can save them. He should humbly 
acknowledge that without the help of the Holy Spirit, he can 
do nothing. If people reject the offer of the gospel, he should 
not be discouraged, for his business is not to save sinners, but 
to point them to the Savior—the Lord Jesus Christ. Someone 
once said, “An evangelist is a nobody who is seeking to tell 
everybody about Somebody who can help change anybody.”

Finally, a pastor should give evangelistically. As the Lord 
enables him, a minister should support financially the min-
istry of evangelism and missions. Paul Lee Tan narrates the 
story of Robert Arthington of Leeds, a Cambridge gradu-
ate. Arthington “lived in a single room, cooking his own 
meals; and he gave foreign missions 500,000 pounds on the 
condition that it was all to be spent on pioneer work within 
twenty-five years.” Later Arthington wrote, “Gladly would 
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I was talking with a very sincere person who told me, 
“Church is not my thing.” She believes that she experi-
ences God’s presence more from “being alone with God 
in nature.” She claims that she learns more by “sitting on a 
hill overlooking a lake and thinking about God” than from 
sitting in church.

This friend may be sincere, but she is sincerely mistaken. 
Observing God’s work in nature can indeed teach us that 
there is a God and we can see His wisdom, greatness, pres-
ence, and preserving power this way. But nature will never 
teach us the core truths of salvation. For example, would a 
hillside view ever teach us of:

• Our radical sinfulness and depravity?
• God’s law and gospel?
• The only Savior of sinners, the Lord Jesus Christ?
• The Holy Spirit who can work repentance, faith, and 

obedience in our hearts?
• The way to love, obey, and follow the Lord?

To learn these deeper and saving truths we need the Bible, 
God’s Word. During church worship services, God’s ser-

vants preach to us from His Word as His ambassadors. By 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, pastors explain the meaning 
of a part of Scripture and apply its truths to the minds and 
hearts of those gathered for worship.

God has instructed us to gather together for worship 
every Sunday: “not forsaking the assembling of yourselves 
together, as the manner of some is…” (Heb. 10:25a). God is 
pleased to bless the preaching of His Word (Isa. 55:10–11).

If someone wanted to catch fish to eat, would they go 
to a shallow stream where a few minnows could be found, 
or to a deep river, where there are many large, healthy fish? 
Do not fish only in the shallow streams of nature when you 
could be fishing in the deep pools of God’s Word and the 
preaching of it.

Do you value your opportunities to attend church worship ser-
vices? Are you actively praying for God to bless your pastor, church 
members, and yourself?

James W. Beeke is a member in the Chiliwack, B.C. Heritage Reformed Con-
gregation and an international educational consultant.

Why should I  
attend church  
every  Sunday?

SUGGESTED READING:  
ROMANS 10:10–17

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

JaMEs W. BEEKE 
QuEstions ansWERED 

APRIL 2013 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 113

I make the f loor my bed, a box my chair, and another box 
my table, rather than that men should perish for want of 
the knowledge of Christ.” Similarly, David Brainerd (1718–
1747), a missionary to American Indians, who died at the 
age of 29 because of tuberculosis, said, “I care not where I 
live, or what hardships I go through, so that I can but gain 
souls to Christ. While I am asleep, I dream of these things; 
as soon as I awake, the first thing I think of is this great 
work. All my desire is the conversion of sinners, all my hope 
is in God.” Indeed, how many pastors today can say with 

Brainerd, “I care not where I live, or what hardships I go 
through, so that I can but gain souls to Christ”?

The Greatest Evangelist said to His disciples, “The har-
vest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 
his harvest” (Matt. 9:37–38). Churches today need more 
laborers. Let us pray that God will give us more laborers 
who have passion for the lost.
Rev. Brian G. najapfour is pastor of Dutton United Reformed Church in 
Caledonia, Michigan.

Rev. Don overbeek declined the call received from Hull, Iowa; Rev. terreth Klaver considers the call received from Chilliwack, British 
Columbia; Rev. David Lipsy prepares to move to Burgessville, Ontario, this summer; Candidate Marty slingerland will be interviewed 
by Redemption Prison Ministries for a full-time Prison Chaplain position in Western Canada; Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag received a call 
to Grace Reformed Christian Church in Harrison, Arkansas.

Pastoral Calls



We Became Men: the Journey into Manhood
Shawn Brower
Many young men have never been invited to the jour-
ney of becoming a man. This book affirms young 
men and a biblical approach to manhood, offering 
gripping true stories, a clear vision, and direction in 
areas such as performance, temptations, relationships, 
idols, boredom, and more.

(P&R, PB, 235 pgs) $14.99 | $10.80

How the Eighteenth Century Revival saved Britain
Roland Burrows
This collection of “miscellaneous papers” offers an 
overview of a remarkable period of spiritual awaken-
ing in Great Britain. Subjects discussed include the 
spiritual low tide and antecedents to the revival, men 
who helped John Wesley, the influence of Wesley and 
Whitefield, Wesley’s strategy and organization, the 

work and messages of the preachers, and more.
(Tentmaker, HB, 452 pgs) $30.00

Laws of Christ for Common Life
R. W. Dale
These 18 sermons from the late-nineteenth-century 
preacher handle topics such as family life, property, 
everyday business, ethical revival, sympathy, Christian 
justice, the grace of Christ as a law of conduct, and 
more in the context of a congregation feeling the 
negative effects of the Industrial Revolution in health, 

housing, and sanitation. (Tentmaker, HB, 204 pgs) $20.00

Did God Really say?
David B. Garner, ed.
This collaborative work by seven professors from 
Westminster Theological, Reformed Theological, and 
Covenant seminaries looks at a doctrine under attack 
today—the authority of Scripture. Authors such as 
Vern Poythress, K. Scott Oliphint, John Frame, and 
others affirm the truthfulness and trustworthiness 
of Scripture, looking at figures such as Warfield and  

N. T. Wright and topics such as inerrancy, language, canon, and more.
(P&R, PB, 181 pgs) $18.00 | $13.50

Book Talk
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a Faith Worth teach-
ing: the Heidelberg 
Catechism’s Enduring 
Heritage
Edited by Jon D. Payne 
and Sebastian Heck
“It is no accident that 
John Calvin wrote bib-
lical commentaries, cat-
echisms, and a theology 
textbook. All the major 
Reformers were con-

vinced of two things: first, that all the revela-
tion of God is for all the people of God; and 
second, that systematic expository preaching 
(to which they were committed) needed to be 
accompanied by catechetical instruction.  Only 
thus would Christians grasp the whole message 
of the Bible and have the ability to retain its 
truth in their minds and apply it to their lives. 
No sixteenth-century catechism accomplished 
this more powerfully than the great Heidelberg 
Catechism of 1563.  In A Faith Worth Teaching, 
Jon Payne and Sebastian Heck have assembled 
a first-class team of scholars and pastors to 
introduce and encourage its use in churches 
today. Combining knowledgeable scholarship 
and spiritual sensitivity,  A Faith Worth Teaching 
is both a crash course in Reformed theology 
and a stimulating guide to Christian think-
ing and living that encourage  God-glorifying, 
Christ-centered, Spirit-filled, church-oriented 
Christian living.”

— Sinclair B. Ferguson, senior minister, First 
Presbyterian Church, Columbia, South Carolina

(288 pages, HB) $30.00 | $23.00

the Life and times 
of arthur Hilder-
sham: Prince among 
Puritans
Lesley Rowe
“Arthur Hildersham 
is probably not one of 
the better known Puri-
tan divines, but his life 
and story are a com-
pelling testimony to 
the grace and faithful-

ness of God. The chapters are relatively brief 
and self-contained. Each chapter tells a story, 
though continuing a larger narrative. The fol-
lies and heresies of Romanism are helpfully 
highlighted, in contrast to the biblical foun-
dations of Puritanism (though Hildersham 
preferred the term ‘Precisionist’ to that of 
‘Puritan’). The cost of faithfulness to Christ 
and His gospel is writ large in Hildersham’s 
life, and that is a note we need to hear today 
in evangelical Christianity. Especially helpful 
is the epilogue, where the author highlights 
‘Ten Lessons from Hildersham for Us Today,’ 
spiritual lessons that will speak loudly and 
searchingly to the readers.”

— Ian Hamilton, minister of Cambridge  
Presbyterian Church and author of  
The Erosion of Calvinist Orthodoxy
(224 pages, HB) $28.00 | $21.00

Dealing with sin  
in our Children
Arthur Hildersham
This booklet, taken 
from a series of ser-
mons on Psalm 51:1–
7, confronts the grim 
reality that our chil-
dren are shaped in 
iniquity and conceived 
in sin. With pastoral 
care and compassion, 

Arthur Hildersham counsels Christian par-
ents to do their best to see that the corrupt 
nature they have conveyed to their children 
is healed and that saving grace is worked in 
their hearts. He motivates us in this pursuit 
by reminding us of the duties we have toward 
our children, the comfort it will have on our 
own souls, the glory it will bring to God. 
Discussing the God-given means to cultivate 
the gospel in the hearts of our children, he 
encourages us to maintain our authority as 
parents, instruct them in God’s Word, set a 
good example with our own lives, make sure 
influences upon them from outside the home 
are godly, and give ourselves diligently to 
prayer. Here is an encouraging message, pro-
viding guidance and hope for those concerned 
for the souls of their children.

(32 page, PB) $4.00 | $3.00

oTher New BooksOther New BOOks

New rhB BooksNew RHB Books



These titles are recently published or reprinted.  
The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price. 

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

God’s Mighty acts in salvation
Starr Meade
Paul taught the core truths of the gospel in his let-
ter to the Galatians, and this collection of interac-
tive readings for preteens explains and applies those 
truths in understandable ways. Each reading in this 
companion volume to God’s Mighty Acts in Creation 
begins with a key verse and then highlights one ele-

ment of the gospel in everyday terms, followed by questions and 
activities that reinforce Paul’s teaching.

(Crossway, PB, 87 pgs) $10.99 | $7.80

unconverted sons and Daughters
Carl Muller
While children are a gift from the Lord and enrich 
our lives inestimably, parenting is not for the faint-
hearted—and this is no truer than when our children 
do not know the Lord. Where do we go when noth-
ing is working? The author draws on Scripture and 
Christian history to minister to such parents and to 
“strengthen their hand in God.”

(Day One, PB, 88 pgs) $12.00 | $9.00

inerrancy and Worldview:  
answering Modern Challenges to the Bible
Vern Sheridan Poythress
Offering the first worldview-based defense of scrip-
tural inerrancy, the author shows how worldview 
differences create or aggravate most perceived dif-
ficulties with the Bible, and he equips Christians 
to respond well to modern challenges to inerrancy 

by employing a worldview that allows the Bible to speak on its 
own terms.

(Crossway, PB, 271 pgs) $17.99 | $12.00

Discontentment:  
Why am i so unhappy?
Lou Priolo
Are you unhappy but can’t figure out why? This book-
let aims to help you first identify discontentment by 
taking an inventory of your contentment level. It then 
offers a description of true biblical contentment and 
suggests scriptural ways to cultivate it.

(P&R, PB, 40 pgs) $4.99 | $3.80

samuel Rutherford:  
an introduction to His theology
Matthew Vogan, editor
Samuel Rutherford was perhaps the most influen-
tial writer in Scotland during the post-Reformation 
era. Strangely, his theology has fallen under com-
parative neglect. His writings offer a valuable key 
to understanding the theology of the Westminster 

Confession and Catechisms in their original context. This diverse 
collection of essays covers the breadth of Rutherford’s significant 
theological contribution. Select short extracts from Rutherford’s 
works have also been included in order to introduce some of his 
own writings afresh. Contributors include Guy Richard, D. Patrick 
Ramsey, Sherman Isbell, Richard Bacon, David McKay, Crawford 
Gribben, and Michael Brown.

(Scottish Reformation Society, PB, 354 pgs) $30.00 | $22.00

Letters from the Front: J. Gresham Machen’s  
Correspondence from World War i
Transcribed and edited by Barry Waugh
A fitting tribute to the 75th anniversary of Machen’s 
death and bicentennial founding of Princeton Semi-
nary (where he taught until 1929), this volume collects 
letters Machen wrote while serving as a noncomba-
tant with the YMCA. They offer a glimpse not only 

into lesser-known aspects of the scholar’s life but also into the final, 
difficult days of the Great War and the YMCA’s involvement there.

(P&R, PB, 342 pgs) $25.00 | $18.75

What is the trinity?
David F. Wells
The challenging nature of the Trinity often puzzles 
us. This Basics of the Faith booklet explores the teach-
ing on the Trinity throughout the Bible and through 
history, addresses how God is both one and triper-
sonal, and defines the Trinity and implications for 
Christian practice.

(P&R, PB, 38 pgs) $4.99 | $3.80
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Do  You  Believe in   
the  Risen  Lord?

Jesus was dead. The disciples had watched in shock as Judas 
betrayed their beloved Master. The soldiers had bound Him 
and led Him away like a criminal. Though they had deserted 
Him, the disciples knew He was dead. Now, they huddled 
together behind locked doors, terrified that the soldiers would 
come for them next. They must have pieced together the 
events of the last few days, and they were devastated. How 
could this be? They had believed Jesus was the Messiah. He 
was going to set Israel free from the Romans, and set up a 
splendid kingdom, wasn’t He? They didn’t know what to 
think anymore. All their hopes and dreams lay in ruins.

But that was just it—their hopes and dreams had been 
smashed. Had they been paying attention to what Jesus 
had been telling them, they would have realized that their 
hopes and dreams were not in line with Jesus’ teaching. The 
disciples were hoping to be rulers with Jesus on earth. They 
wanted power and fame. They did not want to hear Jesus 
say, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). No, 
they argued about who was the greatest among them (Luke 
22:24) and wondered who would sit on Jesus’ right and left 
sides in the kingdom (Matthew 20:20–28).

But now Jesus was dead, and there would be no king-
dom on earth. Perhaps they would be killed too since they 
had followed Jesus for three years. How could Jesus be the 
Messiah if He was dead? They were disappointed and con-
fused. Early on Easter morning, the disciples were further 
confused by the women’s story of an empty tomb. Could 
it be true? Had Jesus risen from the dead? Did they dare 
to believe it? Was there still a possibility that Jesus would 
establish an earthly kingdom? (Acts 1:6).

Children, it is so easy to condemn the disciples for their 
ignorance and unbelief, their selfish reasons to follow Jesus, 
and their incorrect ideas about the kingdom of God. But if 
we look at our own hearts, we discover similar ignorance, 
unbelief, and selfishness. We have the whole Bible to tell 
us the story of Jesus and to explain why He came to earth, 
while the disciples did not know how the events of Jesus’ 
suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension would unfold. 
Our hearts are just as foolish and sinful as the disciples’. 
Are we following Jesus? Why do we follow Him? Do we 
only want physical blessings such as food, clothing, health, 
strength, happiness, fun, or friends? Would we still follow 
Jesus if He took away any of these gifts? Consider these 
questions prayerfully and honestly.

God had not forsaken the disciples as they thought He 
had. In His great love and compassion, Jesus appeared to His 

disciples several times after His resurrection, soothing their 
fears, reminding them of His promises, and comforting them 
with His presence. To the men traveling to Emmaus, He began 
“at Moses and all the prophets,” and “expounded unto them in 
all the scriptures the things concerning himself ” (Luke 24:27). 
Luke tells us in Acts 1:2–3 that Jesus “shewed himself alive [to 
the apostles] after his passion by many infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertain-
ing to the kingdom of God.” With gentle rebukes, Jesus broke 
through the unbelief of His children by proving to them that 
He had risen indeed. At last, their sorrow and confusion was 
replaced with joy and praise. When the Holy Spirit was poured 
out on Pentecost, the disciples finally understood the mission 
of the Messiah and began to preach the glorious gospel of 
salvation through Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

What about you, dear children? Who is Jesus to you? Is 
He just a character in the Bible, or someone you hear about 
in church? Do you truly believe that He has risen from the 
dead? Do you believe that He reigns in heaven and will 
return on the clouds to judge?

What do you really want from Jesus? Do you only want 
Jesus to give you all the material things you pray for? Then 
you are just like the disciples who wanted to rule with Jesus on 
earth. Or do you want to do what Jesus asks of you? Do you 
want to serve and obey Him with your whole heart? Are you 
asking for a heart that is submissive to His will, no matter what 
He requires of you? If you do not want to submit to Christ’s 
authority, then you are His enemy. How dreadful, for Jesus will 
say to you, “Verily I say unto you, I know you not” (Matthew 
25:12). I hope that this is not true of you; instead, I hope you 
love Him and desire to serve Him with a submissive heart.

Jesus has ascended into heaven and now sits at the right 
hand of His Father. The time between His resurrection and 
ascension was a special time in which He revealed Himself 
physically to His disciples and other believers. He did this 
because of His tender love for His children. Today, we have 
the Bible to tell us who Jesus is and why He came to this 
earth. He no longer appears physically to prove His res-
urrection. However, we have the New Testament, which 
proves and explains that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament. The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to show 
us the Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of sinners.

Who is Jesus to you? Has He revealed Himself to you, 
not physically, but through His Word and by His Spirit? Is 
He your Savior? Has He washed away your sins? Do you love 
Him and believe His Word? If we belong to Him, then we 

For Our Children 
Diana Kleyn
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After news of a tragic loss of a ship, Sailor Tom once asked 
a woman, “Are you saved or lost yourself? I mean, do you 
know Christ?”

The woman responded joyfully that she knew and loved 
Christ the Savior. Then she asked how long he had known 
this Savior, and what had brought him to Him. 

“It’s been almost five years since He saved me. Never will 
I forget it: two died for me.”

“Two?” cried the woman in astonishment.
“Yes, ma’am, two,” he stated. “My Savior died for me on 

Calvary’s cross. And my mate, Jim, died for me five years 
ago, which is what brought me to my Savior.”

This is the story the sailor told.
Sailor Tom was aboard a ship when a terrible storm 

approached. The crew did their best to avoid disaster, but 
the winds were too strong and the waves were too large. The 
ship struck some large rocks just off the coast and stuck fast. 
The sailors sent up distress signals and fired guns. At last 
some of the bravest sailors lowered the lifeboat. They feared 
the lifeboat would capsize, but they had to try to save some 
of the passengers. With difficulty, they helped the women 
and children into the lifeboat. Miraculously, the little boat 
made it safely to shore. Courageous volunteers on shore took 
over the lifeboat from the exhausted sailors, returning to the 
f loundering ship to rescue more passengers. The ship was 
sinking and the crew realized that not all could be saved, for 
the lifeboat would not be able to hold all the remaining crew 
for the third trip. They knew there would not be a fourth 
trip. So the sailors drew lots to determine who should stay 
aboard the sinking vessel. Sailor Tom’s lot was to stay. A 
horror of darkness settled over him. “Doomed to die and 
be damned,” he muttered to himself. All the sins of his life 
f looded his memory. He gave no clue of his inner turmoil, 
but he was terrified.

Sailor Tom had a friend named Jim, who loved the Lord. 
Jim had often spoken to Tom about Jesus and salvation, 
but Tom had laughed and told him he wanted to enjoy life. 
Now, standing on the deck of the sinking ship, Tom did 
not dare to ask Jim to pray for him. Sailor Tom was sur-

prised and even a little disappointed that his friend did not 
speak to him then about the Savior, though he understood 
it afterward. Jim’s face was calm and peaceful. Tom thought 
bitterly, “Of course he’s smiling! He’s going in the lifeboat!”

The lifeboat approached the ship again. One by one, the 
men whose lot was to go stepped down into safety. Then 
came Jim’s turn, but instead of stepping forward, he pushed 
Tom toward the lifeboat. “You go in my place, Tom,” he 
said. “Meet me in heaven, man. You must not die and be 
damned. It is alright for me; I am safe in Jesus.”

Had Tom known what Jim was planning to do, he would 
not have allowed it. Jim knew this, so he had said nothing 
until the last second. Before he could protest, Sailor Tom 
was pushed forward by the man behind him. Moments later, 
he sat in the lifeboat headed for shore. They had barely 
cleared the ship when she went down.

“Dear old Jim!” exclaimed Sailor Tom to the woman 
listening to his incredible story. “I know he went to be with 
his Lord, but ma’am, he died for me! He died for me! Two 
died for me!” His eyes filled with tears. He did not attempt 
to hide them. They were a tribute to the love that had gone 
into death for him. Then Tom continued his story.

As he watched the ship go down, Sailor Tom prayed for the 
first time in his life. “If I get safely to shore, Jim will not have 
died in vain. Please, God, let me meet him in heaven.” For 
the first time in his life, Sailor Tom realized Jim’s God must 
be worth knowing, if he was willing to die so that he might 
live to know Him. Never would he forget the thought of Jim 
going down with the ship, a quiet smile of peace on his face.

A desire to become acquainted with this God had been 
born in Tom’s heart, but Tom did not know where to begin. 
At first, Sailor Tom thought more about Jim than about 
God. Then he began to think he should find a Bible, because 
he had seen Jim reading his often and had clearly loved it so 
much. So Tom bought a Bible. Again, not knowing where to 
begin, he said a little prayer before he opened it. “Lord, I am 
so ignorant of Thee and this Book. I do not know the way 
to heaven. I promised Jim I would meet him there. Please 
show me the way!”
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believe that we are sinners who cannot save ourselves. We 
need the blood of Jesus to wash away our sins. The Holy 
Spirit enables us to know and believe that Jesus saves us 
when we trust in Him for our salvation. The disciples should 
not have needed to see Jesus in order to believe that He had 
risen; Jesus said to Thomas, “Thomas, because thou hast 

seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed” (John 20:29). How much more 
then should we be ready to believe in the Savior revealed in 
the Bible! Look up these texts for some light: Hebrews 12:2; 
Acts 5:31, 11:18; John 6:37.
Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

Two  Died  for  Me
Stories for Children



Beginning at the New Testament, Sailor Tom began to 
read. If he had expected to find joy and gladness, he was disap-
pointed. Every page seemed to condemn him, and he said to 
himself, “It’s no use! There is no hope for a wicked sailor like 
me. I have sinned too much.” He closed it and stopped read-
ing. However, Jim’s last words returned to his memory. “Meet 
me in heaven, man.” This made Tom think that Jim must have 
believed there was hope for him. Jim knew more about God 
and the Bible than Tom did; Jim also knew that Tom was a 
wicked sinner, so Tom opened his Bible again and read on. 
When he reached the story of the two thieves crucified with 
Jesus, Tom thought, “These men were as bad as I am, and Jesus 
saved one of them!” Dropping to his knees, Sailor Tom prayed, 
“Lord, I am as bad as that thief. Wilt Thou please come and 
save me just like Thou hast saved him?” Turning back to his 

Bible, he continued reading. The words went straight to his 
heart. “Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise” (Luke 23:43). Again, the sailor dropped to his knees. 
This time he thanked and praised God for mercy undeserved. 
Bit by bit, the Holy Spirit taught Tom the way of salvation. 
He saw that Christ had died in his place, and taken away all 
his sins by His precious blood, for “the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7b). 

Tom never forgot Jim, the sailor who died in his place, 
nor the Savior who paid the price for his sins. He never tired 
of telling about the “two who died” for him. By God’s grace, 
he indeed met his friend in heaven, where they will praise 
and glorify their Savior forever. 

Dear children, are you saved or are you lost? Do you 
know Christ?
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One evening in 1851, a general was returning home from a 
long march with a group of his soldiers. When they were 
almost in sight of their barracks, they met a shepherd bring-

ing his sheep in for the night. The shepherd looked very sad. 
Tears filled his eyes when the general stopped and asked 
him his trouble. “I’ve lost one of the little lambs that I’ve 
cherished so much,” the shepherd explained, shaking his 
head. “I’ve searched all afternoon, but it cannot be found.”

The general at once turned to his soldiers and 
announced, “Turn aside, men! Let’s go into the pasture and 
find the little lamb.”

A grand search was begun. Lanterns were lit, for dark-
ness was approaching. The officers and soldiers started off, 
full of determination to find the straying lamb. Hour after 
hour passed, but no lamb was found. At last the general 
ordered the search to end. Every man went to the barracks 
and to his bed for a well-deserved rest.

The general also went to his bed, but not to sleep. 
Although he was very tired, he could not stop thinking 
about the poor lost lamb. He wished he could rescue it 
from the cold, bleak winds, and bring it back to the disap-
pointed shepherd. Pulling on warm clothes—quietly so as 
not to disturb the sleeping soldiers—he took his lantern 
and stepped out into the cold night. He searched for hours, 
when at last he heard the weak cry of a little lamb. With 
his lantern held high, he saw that it was caught in the thick 
brush. It was cold and shivering, and almost ready to die. He 

picked it up tenderly and tucked it under his coat near his 
chest. He carried it in his arms until he reached his barracks.

The next morning, the general’s attendant was surprised 
to find him in bed, fast asleep. The general was always up 
long before anyone else. The attendant went away softly 
and returned again soon, but the general was still asleep. 
He checked again and again, and finally decided to awaken 
him. The general raised himself in bed and rubbed his eyes. 
The worn, tired look on his face astonished the attendant. 
“General! What happened to you during the night? And 
why have you slept so long? Are you sick?”

He was even more amazed when the general pushed back 
the covers, and there was the lost lamb, resting snugly in the 
warm bed. “Here, take this lamb to the shepherd and tell 
him that his little lamb has been found,” said the general.

Just like the general in this story, the Good Shepherd 
seeks his wandering sheep and brings them home safely. 
He does not give up until all His sheep are safely in the 
sheepfold. Each time He finds one of His sheep, He says, 
“Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost” 
(Luke 15:6b). Are you safely in the sheepfold of the Good 
Shepherd, or are you still wandering, lost and in danger? 
Call out to Him and He will carry you to safety. “Even so 
it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one 
of these little ones should perish” (Matthew 18:14).

Stories adapted by Diana Kleyn.

The  Lost  Lamb

Banner Puzzles and Questions
Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 Crescent St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net

Please send your  
puzzle answers to:

Thanks again to all who sent in their puzzle answers!
 Emily Beeke
 James Beeke
 Marianna Beeke
 Sarah Beeke
 Audrey Bilkes
 Lauren Bilkes

 Malachi Bilkes
 Seth Bilkes
 Zach Bilkes
 Phillip Boerkoel
 Silvia Boerkoel
 Becky Boot

 Shelly Boot
 Ella Boudreau
 David Byl
 Jenna Byl
 Julia Byl
 Mark Byl

Alexander Eckhardt
Calum Morrison (2)
Kyle Nieuwenhuis
Anna Stubbe
Kaitlyn Stubbe (2)
Rachel Stubbe (2)

 Sara Stubbe (2)
 Hanna Sweetman
 Janine Sweetman
 Meghan VanDalen
 Melanie VanDalen
 Grace Vroegindewey



Look up the passages to read the complete 
text and find the word that fits in the puzzle.  

Ask the Holy Spirit to bless the Scriptures  
to your heart as you study them.

Across:
 2. “Being seen of them     days” (Acts 1:3).
 5. “Should have redeemed    ” (Luke 24:21).
 8. “Two men stood by them in     apparel” (Acts 1:10).
10. “Remission of sins     be preached” (Luke 24:47).
11. “She…saith unto him,    ” ( John 20:16).
12. “    as should be saved” (Acts 2:47).
13. “Rolled back the stone from the    ” (Matthew 28:2).
14. “Hearing a voice, but seeing no    ” (Acts 9:7).
15. “As he     up” (Acts 1:10).
17. “He was seen of     also” (1 Corinthians 15:8).
18. “I am from    ” ( John 8:23).
19. “Power from     high” (Luke 24:49).
20. “The Lord…hath     unto Simon” (Luke 24:34).
23. “Early     the sepulchre” (Luke 24:22).
24. “The Lord is risen    ” (Luke 24:34).
26. “We have     the Lord” ( John 20:25).
28. “    man should die for the people” ( John 11:50).
29. “They     in” (Luke 24:3).
31. “In another form unto     of them” (Mark 16:12).
32. “They…did     to bring his disciples word”  

(Matthew 28:8).
34. “Lord, what wilt thou have me to    ?” (Acts 9:6).
36. “We have an     with the Father” (1 John 2:1).
39. “He is despised and     of men” (Isaiah 53:3).
41. “Why, what evil hath he    ?” (Mark 15:14).
42. “Cast     upon my vesture” (Psalm 22:18).
44. “Suddenly there     …” (Acts 9:3).
45. “He appeared unto the    ” (Mark 16:14).
46. “He appeared     to Mary Magdalene” (Mark 16:9).

Down:
 1. “My blood…is     for many” (Matthew 26:28).
 2. “For     of the Jews” ( John 20:19).
 3. “I will pour out in     days of my Spirit” (Acts 2:18).
 4. “Mary Magdalene and     …” (Luke 24:10).
 5. “Seemed to them as     tales” (Luke 24:11).
 6. “Lord, wilt thou at this time     again the kingdom  

to Israel?” (Acts 1:6).
 7. “My soul is     sorrowful unto death” (Mark 14:34). 
 9. “Why are ye    ?” (Luke 24:38).
10. “The Lord…hath appeared to    ” (Luke 24:34).
15. “As they mourned and    ” (Mark 16:10).
16. “That they might understand the    ” (Luke 24:45).
17. “Into the hands of sinful    ” (Luke 24:7).
19. “Then     he their understanding” (Luke 24:45).
21. “He was     from them” (Luke 24:51).
22. “And they     him” (Luke 24:31).
25. “But some    ” (Matthew 28:17).
27. “By many infallible    ” (Acts 1:3).
30. “Why seek ye the living among the    ?” (Luke 24:5).
33. “And had     seen of her” (Mark 16:11).
35. “Above five hundred brethren at    ”  

(1 Corinthians 15:6).
36. “God was     to raise him up” (Hebrews 11:19).
37. “Slow of heart     believe” (Luke 24:25).
38. “Salvation unto the     of the earth” (Acts 13:47).
40. “Signifying what death he should    ” ( John 12:33).
43. “Sat     the right hand of God” (Mark 16:19).

 1. slain
 2. marred
 3. killed
 4. mocked
 5. cursed
 6. shamed
 7. beaten
 8. spit on
 9. wounded
10. bruised
11. pierced
12. smitten
13. reviled
14. scorned
15. tempted
16. despised
17. rejected
18. stricken
19. betrayed
20. stripped
21. scourged
22. forsaken
23. oppressed
24. afflicted
25. crucified
26. condemned
27. stared at
28. sacrificed
29. laughed at
30. reproached

P
u
z
z
l
eAnswers to  

last month’s  
puzzle:

APRIL 2013 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 119

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30

31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43

44 45 46



News  &  Announcements
Birth Announcement

Dr. & Mrs. Brian & Lanae DeVries—We rejoice with the DeVries 
family in the birth of a healthy baby boy, Micah Robert, in South 
Africa. We pray with them that he may be reborn and become a stal-
wart son of the church of Jesus Christ.

P.O. Box 4, Montant Park, Pretoria 0159, South Africa

Teachers Needed
Heritage reformed CHristian sCHool. We are looking 
for a K–6 teacher for the 2013–2014 school year. Applicants can send 
cover letter and resumé to Calvin Zomer, 3121 Dove Ave. Rock Val-
ley, Iowa 51247. Applicants can also visit the school website at www.
heritagereformedschool.com.

Jordan CHristian sCHool is receiving applications for sec-
ondary positions for the coming 2013–2014 school year. We are a 
small JK–12 school nestled among the vineyards and orchards of the 
Niagara Peninsula, just outside of St. Catharines, Ontario. Next year 
we need to fill approximately 1.5 positions, and we are looking for 
energetic teachers qualified in the areas of science, French, and business. 
If you are committed to teaching from a Reformed worldview and are 
interested in joining our teaching team, we welcome your application. 
Please include in your resumé package a statement of faith as well as a 
philosophy of education, and send it to principal Mr. Mark Fintelman: 
jcschool@talkwireless.ca; or Education Committee secretary Mr. John 
Berman: john@tremontwood.com.

The Board of oxford reformed CHristian sCHool invites 
applications for a Grade 2 Teacher for the 2013/2014 school year.

We are a parent-run school serving the needs of several local 
Reformed communities and have been operating for eight years. We 
have been blessed with a new facility located in Mt. Elgin, a rural vil-
lage in South-western Ontario. Our present enrolment is 220 students 
and we offer Kindergarten to grade 12. We have a need for a qualified, 
energetic primary teacher to join our staff team. Qualified applicants 
committed to the Reformed faith and passionate about Christian educa-
tion are encouraged to apply.

Applications should include a resumé, statement of faith, philoso-
phy of Christian education, and references. Promptly send to: Oxford 
Reformed Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal),  
Box 87, 333182 Plank Line, Mt. Elgin, ON, N0J 1N0. E-mail: 
principal@orcschool.ca.

PlYmoUtH CHristian sCHool, Grand Rapids, Michigan is 
seeking applications for possible elementary and high school teaching 
positions for school year 2013–2014. Those interested in more informa-
tion or an application form are requested to contact either Mr. Nathan 
Bleeker, elementary administrator (nbleeker@plymouthchristian.us)  
(616) 808-3221, or Mr. James Bazen, high school administrator  
(jbazen@plymouthchristian.us) (616) 866-5440.

Women’s Conference
The women of the Jordan HRC extend a warm invitation to all ladies 
to attend the Women’s HRC Conference to be held, D.V., Tuesday, 
April 23, 2013 at the Jordan Heritage Reformed Church, 4171 15th 
Street, Jordan Station, Ontario. The theme “Heart and Hands for 
God’s Glory” will be highlighted by speakers Kara Dedert, mother 
of four precious children, and Gail MacLaurin, Executive Director 
of Elisha House Pregnancy and Family Support Centre in Niagara. 
Registration and coffee commence at 9:30 a.m.; a hot lunch will be 
provided. Cost (estimated at $25 US or Canadian funds) can be paid 
on arrival. Please register before April 12 with Johanna DenHertog 

at hrcjwomensconference@gmail.com or (905) 228-0619. We look 
forward to seeing many of you there!

HRC Youth Camp 2013
ServantS and LeaderS: Finding Your PLace in LiFe

Dear young friends, each one of us is called in some measure to be 
servants and leaders in personal life, in school, in social situations, in 
relationships and family life, in the workplace, in the church, on social 
media, and in the public square. For some of you this will mean formal 
leadership and service roles in society, and for others it will relate to 
more informal leadership and service as you go about your daily lives. 
Serving and leading is difficult, especially for younger people because 
you live in a world of blurred roles, peer pressure, and uncertain 
direction. How do you navigate through that world? Are you serv-
ing the world or Christ? Are you led by others or led by Christ? Do 
you lead others away from Christ or to Christ? Do you seek to serve 
Christ and others where God has placed you or do you only want to 
be served? What is your foundation for serving and leading? Who is 
your example and empowerment for serving and leading?

These important questions and more hope to be answered from both 
an evangelistic and practical standpoint at Youth Camp 2013. Camp 
will be held from July 9–12 (Tuesday–Friday) at Camp Michawana in 
Hastings, Michigan. Registration forms will be available in April 2013. 
If you have questions, please contact Tim and Brenda Pols at (616) 536-
2171, Dirk and Kristi Spaans at (616) 363-1511, or email: youthcamp 
@hnrc.org. We hope you will join us in July!

The Reforming Families Conference
The Reforming Families Conference (RFC) will be held on August 
13–16, 2013 at the beautiful 25-acre campus of Verity Institute in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

The conference theme will be Life in the Family of God, a topic 
that deals with a wide variety of subjects, including: Adoption into 
God’s Family, Christ our Bridegroom, God-Given Gender Roles, 
Biblical Authority Structure, Covenantal Parenting, and several oth-
ers. Parents, children, grandparents, and singles are encouraged to 
attend and hear these subjects expounded by the following speakers:

•	 Geoff Banister (Indianapolis, IN)
•	 Brad Baugham (Mauldin, SC)
•	 Joel Beeke (Grand Rapids, MI)
•	 David McClelland (Litchfield, NH)
•	 David Murray (Grand Rapids, MI)

In addition to daily Reformed and experiential preaching and teach-
ing, families will also enjoy outdoor games and activities, informal 
fellowship with other families, eating together in the dining facil-
ity, and browsing the bookstore sponsored by Reformation Heritage 
Books. Childcare is available for children 2 years and under during 
the service times.

Capacity for the conference is 350 and there is a conference fee of 
$50 for each person 18 years of age and over (those under age 18 will 
not be charged a conference fee). In addition, lodging at Verity Institute 
is $50 per night / per room and meals are $5 per meal / per person. 
Online registration is available at www.reformingfamilies.org. 

Further inquiries regarding the conference can be sent to Ryan 
Elliott, RFC Director, at ryanselliott74@gmail.com. The conference 
is a ministry of the Free Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis.

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will 
be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received. Other 
announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on  
an individual basis as received.
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National News
Poll: maJoritY, for first time, want abortion to be legal
For the first time, the majority of Americans believe abortion should 
be legal in all or most cases, according to a new NBC News/Wall 
Street Journal poll. According to the poll, 54% of adults say that abor-
tion should be legal, either always or most of the time, while a com-
bined 44% said it should be illegal, either with or without exceptions. 
In addition, 70% of Americans oppose the Roe v. Wade decision being 
overturned, an increase from 58% in 1989. By comparison, just 24% 
now want the Roe v. Wade decision overturned. Much of this change is 
coming from African Americans, Latinos, and women without college 
degrees—all of whom increasingly oppose the Supreme Court decision 
being overturned. (NBC News)

UniversitY of miCHigan reinstates CHristian organization
After the University of Michigan kicked a Christian organization off 
campus for “violating a policy,” school officials have slightly altered 
the provision, which prohibited the group from requiring its leaders 
to be Christian. The Asian Intervarsity Christian Fellowship (AICF) 
refused to sign the school’s “non-discrimination agreement,” and was 
asked to relocate off-campus. Greg Jao, the organization’s national 
field director, told CitizenLink that the school emailed the group with 
news of an “exception” to the policy for religious organizations. The 
change is encouraging, but not enough, he said. “They have said that 
the exception affords us no protection if someone complains against 
the rule,” Jao said. “This leaves a tremendously big hole” in the policy. 
InterVarsity is a college ministry with nearly 900 chapters on 576 cam-
puses throughout the U.S. and Canada. The University of Michigan, 
in Ann Arbor, has ten chapters. (Bethany Monk—CitizenLink)

alabama sUPreme CoUrt: ‘Unborn  
CHildren are Persons witH rigHts’
The Alabama Supreme Court ruled in a case that 
“unborn children are persons with rights that 
should be protected by law.” The case involved 
two women who had been charged under a “chemical endangerment” 
law because they had ingested illegal drugs—one, cocaine, and the 
second, methamphetamine—while pregnant. One woman’s baby tested 
positive for cocaine when born; the other baby was born prematurely and 
died shortly thereafter due to “acute methamphetamine intoxication.”

The women appealed their convictions, with their lawyers making 
numerous arguments but one in particular: that the word “child” did 
not apply to an unborn child or a fetus. The Court said otherwise. 
In its concluding remarks, the Alabama Supreme Court said: “The 
decision of this Court today is in keeping with the widespread legal 
recognition that unborn children are persons with rights that should 
be protected by law. Today, the only major area in which unborn 
children are denied legal protection is abortion, and that denial is 
only because of the dictates of Roe.”

“Furthermore, the decision in the present cases is consistent with 
the Declaration of Rights in the Alabama Constitution, which states 
that ‘all men are equally free and independent; that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” said the court.

After the ruling, Alabama Attorney General Luther Strange said, 
“The court has ratified our argument that the public policy of our state 
is to protect life, both born and unborn. It is a tremendous victory that 
the Alabama Supreme Court has affirmed the value of all life, includ-
ing those of unborn children whose lives are among the most vulner-
able of all.” (Michael W. Chapman, reported by American Values)

International News
brits ProPose legalized gaY marriage
British lawmakers voted overwhelmingly in favor of a bill to legal-
ize homosexual marriage. The measure was championed by Prime 
Minister David Cameron, despite stronger-than-expected opposition 
from within his Conservative Party. In a first House of Commons 
vote, lawmakers voted 400 to 175 in support of the legislation. There 
was strong support from the left-leaning Labour Party and Liberal 
Democrats party, but many Conservatives rejected the proposals.

The bill will have to go through more detailed parliamentary 
debates and a vote in the House of Lords, where a vote in favor is 
likely given the strong support Tuesday. If it becomes law, the proposed 
bill would enable same-sex couples to get married in both civil and 
religious ceremonies, provided that the religious institution consents. 
(Charlie Butts—OneNewsNow)

Persecution Focus: Iran
The wife of an American citizen sentenced to an Iranian prison for eight 
years expects she won’t hear from her husband until 2021, unless U.S. 
pressure is able to pry him free. Naghmeh Shariat Panahi told World 
Watch Monitor that the last time she heard Saeed Abedini’s voice 
was January 9, during a three-minute cell phone call between Boise, 
Idaho, and Tehran, Iran. Abedini’s family in Iran held two cell phones 
together—one linked to Panahi in America, the other to Abedeni in a 
holding cell—so the two could exchange words.

“He wanted to hear the kids’ voices,” Panahi said Tuesday from her 
Idaho home. After the three minutes were up, “we heard there will 
be no more phone calls,” she said. The couple has a six-year-old girl, 
Rebekkah, and a son, four-year-old Jacob.

Abedini, 32, was sentenced Sunday by a Revolutionary Court judge 
who concluded that Abedini’s work to establish Christian churches 
threatened Iran’s national security. A native of Iran and born Muslim, 
Abedini converted to Christianity in 2000 and spent several years estab-
lishing small “house churches.” (World Watch Monitor)

Focus on Christianity
faitH Under fire
Pastor Louie Giglio of Passion City Church in Atlanta, Georgia, 
had to drop out of participating in President Barack Obama’s sec-
ond inaugural festivities. Pastor Giglio had been asked to deliver the 
benediction because of his church’s incredible work fighting human 
trafficking. So what was the scandal that led him to withdraw? His 
“sin” was the fact that fifteen years ago he delivered a sermon on why 
same-sex marriage contradicts biblical teaching.

Pastor Giglio is the latest victim of the religious intolerance that 
is growing in America. If you’re a parent or grandparent, polling sug-
gests that your children or grandchildren are being greatly influenced 
by the culture. Under the concept of “Christian love,” they don’t see 
why as Christians we should oppose two men who want to get mar-
ried. They will often retort, “How does that affect me?” Pastor Giglio 
is an example of how it will affect all of us. Here’s a pastor who gave a 
sermon in his church on the biblical message about human sexuality, 
and now he’s been labeled an extremist by the media and dumped by 
the White House. Some Christian youth, taken in by the siren song of 
the popular culture, are inadvertently empowering a radical movement 
that will make biblical values unteachable. Pastors and youth leaders 
must confront the issue and lead the young believers in their care. 
(Gary Bauer of American Values)

Christian  World  View
John Goudzwaard
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From  Our  Mailbox
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth

From a friend in prison:
Thank you for sending me the Banner magazine. I enjoy it very much 
and share it with my Reformed brothers. Your organization is a rare 
jewel today in the Christendom of America. Thank you for teaching the 
Reformed/Calvinistic doctrines that are the purest teaching of God’s 
Word. I pray you can continue providing the Banner to us in prisons.

Gospel Trumpet
From a friend in prison:

Dear Gospel Trumpet, 
My life has been devoted to Christ for a little over a year. Over the 

past few months He has set me on a path to study the doctrines of sov-
ereign grace. I can’t get enough of great men of God such as Spurgeon, 
Pink, Sproul, Edwards, and many more. My exposure to these authors 
has been a limited one due to their availability in my present situation. 
When I am done studying the material you send, I will pass it on to 
our chapel library so your blessing will continue. May God bless and 
shed His infinite favor over you.

Reformation Heritage Books
From a friend in prison:

Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was and is and is to come! 
Thank you, so very much. You there at RHB have shown me more love 
than my blood kin. You care for my soul and I’ve come to know Christ’s 
words in Mark 3:33–35, “And he answered them, saying, Who is my 
mother, or my brethren? And he looked round about on them which sat 
about him, and said, 
Behold my mother 
and my brethren! For 
whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same 
is my brother, my sis-
ter, and mother.” You 
have repeatedly visited 
me while in prison 
even though I’ve never 
seen your faces. May 
the God of all glory 
bless you richly as I 
praise the Lord Jesus 
for your supplying and 
building up the saints 
in the most holy faith 
through your rich 
love which has even 
been supplied unto 
me through the edi-
fying materials and 
good works. You will 
remain in my prayers 
along with the rest of 
the body.
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For though I preach 
the gospel, I have 
nothing to glory 
of: for necessity is 
laid upon me; yea, 
woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the 
gospel!
1 CORINTHIANS 9: 16

PHONE: 1-888-844-2624        WEBSITE: coah.org

His smile is friendly, and it’s easy to see why residents of the 
children’s hospital, veterans’ hospital, and state-run elderly home 
look forward to his visits. Pastor Ivan Sirenko lives in the city of Sumy, 
Ukraine. 66 years old, but unwilling to slow down, Ivan is a church 
planter. Six days a week, he preaches and visits in the village of Viry, 
60 km from home. With a heart for the unwanted and homeless, 
Ivan reaches out with the gospel as well as food bought from his 
own pension. It’s a ministry that is not about results or recognition, 
and Ivan needs support to cover travel expenses and food parcels. 
Can you help? 



Every day we are being bombarded with sin-
ful forms of human sexuality, images, and 
even news stories which distort our views of 
this God-given gift. We have been looking 
at the need for God’s grace in 2013 and one 
of the greatest needs we have today as young 
people is for purity and holiness in this area 
of our lives. God’s Word is very clear: each 
human being is fearfully and wonderfully 
made (Ps. 139:14). When God made Adam 
and Eve, everything about them, including 
their sexuality, was “very good” (Gen. 1:31). 
Every gift which we receive from the Lord is 
a good gift—the gift of life, of work, of fam-
ily, of God’s Word, and of God’s Son. Every 
good gift comes from the Father (James 
1:17), and so does our sexuality. Just as with 
every other gift we have received, we are to 
be responsible stewards of this, too.

We often allow the world to set the stan-
dard for this area of life rather than the Word 
of God. God addresses our sexuality with 
plain and simple truths, truths which do not 
stir up passion and lust but guide us into peace 
and wholeness. As pastors, we know the vari-
ous issues that young people, and older peo-
ple, too, struggle with in this regard. Truth 
be told, we still need to continue this battle in 
many ways. One of the ways to address this 
problem is to become more understanding 
of this gift God has given and what place 
it should have in our lives. Then, by God’s 
grace, we will see the way through Christ to 
victory over temptation and sin.

Another aspect of the problem is that 
these issues have often been covered up 
or remain unaddressed. Sins such as por-
nography are committed under the veil of 
darkness. Darkness wins the day when our 
understanding of sexuality is formed by the 
world and not the Word of God. So much 
of our culture is saturated with these things 
through entertainment, magazines, movies, 

Rev. MaRk keldeRMan &  
Rev. MaaRten kuivenhoven

CoRneR foR teens
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and so on, that we need a counter balance from the Word of God. We must 
bring the light of the Word of God to bear upon sexuality; that is the only 
sure guide in these troubled days.

When we have a high view of our sexuality, we will also have a high view 
of marriage—and vice versa. God made us after His image, male and female. 
Both men and women communicate something to us about the glory of God. 
When God gave Eve to Adam, He did so with the understanding that the 
two would communicate with and relate to one another. One of the deepest 
aspects of this unity is expressed in the physical union of sex within marriage. 
Our world has sold us the idea that our sexuality is something personal, some-
thing simply physical; it’s an urge, a pleasure which needs expression. This 
is the complete opposite of what God intended. Before the Fall, Adam knew 
his wife and they two became one in a most beautiful and glorious way. This 
union was in every part of their life: intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and 
physical. The physical part was simply an expression of all the other ways in 
which they were united—an expression of the wonderful way God had created 
them. Remember, Adam and Eve were naked in the garden and there was no 
selfish side of their love for one another before the Fall. Clearly, the union of 
a man and woman in marriage was a ref lection of our Creator.

But sin, having entered the world, has altered our hearts and minds. 
Now, because we are no longer pure, our nakedness causes lust. Now our 
sexuality is abused and misused for selfish ends. The reality is, rather than 
the freedom which Satan promised, we have been brought to bondage.

Dear friend, there is freedom from this bondage to sin. There is liberty, but 
it will only be found in the forgiveness in Christ and within the confines of 
marriage as God defines it. Paul calls us in this area of life to not have even a 
hint of this sin present. “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, 
let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints” (Eph. 5:3). Paul is 
telling us to not allow our lives to have even the slightest hint of these things. 
If you struggle with this area of your life, find a mature believer who can 
speak with you about these struggles and pray for you and hold you account-
able. Satan is using sexual sins, as he always has in the past, to destroy many. 
However, our Lord has overcome sin. He has withstood temptations (Heb. 
4:15), He has gained the victory, and all those who put their trust in Him and 
f lee to Him after their failures He will save and grant daily grace. Do not be 
discouraged; He has overcome the world (John 16:33).

Rev. Mark Kelderman is Dean of Students and Spiritual Formation at Puritan Reformed Theologi-
cal Seminary. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congre-
gation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makelderman@puritanseminary.org; kuiven-
hoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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I was a wandering sheep, 
I did not love the fold; 
I did not love my Shepherd’s voice, 
I would not be controlled. 
I was a wayward child, 
I did not love my home; 
I did not love my Father’s voice, 
I loved afar to roam.

The Shepherd sought His sheep, 
The Father sought His child; 
They followed me o’er vale and hill, 
O’er deserts waste and wild; 
They found me nigh to death, 
Famished and faint and lone; 
They bound me with the bands of  love, 
They saved the wand’ring one.

They spoke in tender love, 
They raised my drooping head, 
They gently closed my bleeding wounds, 
My fainting soul they fed; 
They washed my filth away, 
They made me clean and fair; 
They brought me to my home in peace, 
The long sought wanderer.

Jesus my Shepherd is: 
’Twas He that loved my soul; 
’Twas He that washed me in His blood, 
’Twas He that made me whole. 
’Twas He that sought the lost, 
That found the wand’ring sheep, 
’Twas He that brought me to the fold, 
’Tis He that still doth keep.

No more a wandering sheep, 
I love to be controlled; 
I love my tender Shepherd’s voice, 
I love the peaceful fold. 
No more a wayward child, 
I seek no more to roam; 
I love my heavenly Father’s voice, 
I love, I love His home!

— HOraTIuS BONar


