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The Benefits of Christ’s Resurrection

“Because I Live, Ye Shall Live Also”
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Christians, dismiss your fear; 
Let hope and joy succeed; 
The great good news with gladness hear, 
The Lord is risen indeed.

The shades of  death withdrawn, 
His eyes their beams display; 
So wakes the sun, when rosy dawn 
Unbars the gates of  day.

The promise is fulfilled; 
Salvation’s work is done: 
Justice with mercy’s reconciled, 
And God has raised His Son.

He quits the dark abode, 
From all corruption free; 
The holy, harmless Child of  God 
Could no corruption see.

Angels, with saints above, 
The rising Victor sing; 
And all the blissful seats of  love 
With loud hosannas ring.

Ye pilgrims, too, below, 
Your hearts and voices raise; 
Let every breast with gladness glow, 
And every mouth sing praise.

My soul, thy Savior laud, 
Who all thy sorrows bore; 
Who died for sin, but lives to God, 
And lives to die no more.

His death procured thy peace, 
His resurrection’s thine; 
Believe; receive the full release; 
’Tis signed with blood divine.
   — JoSepH HArT
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The bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is neither 
a hoax nor a cleverly devised fable, but an indisputable fact 
of history evidenced by the changed lives of His people. 
It was, undoubtedly, a peculiar blessing to have witnessed 
firsthand any one of our Lord’s many resurrection appear-
ances. Thomas, for instance, found that he did not have 
to put his finger into the print of the nails after all, or put 
his hand into His spear-pierced side; the very moment 
that he saw Christ he believed. This, however, does not 
validate the saying that “seeing is believing.” Too often, in 
fact, seeing is not believing (see Luke 16:31), but believ-
ing, rather, is seeing—perhaps seeing for the first time— 
seeing at last what the darkness of unbelief kept hidden. 
As Jesus said to Thomas, “Because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed” (John 20:29).

The historicity of the resurrection is evident in the 
unwavering commitment of those who were prepared to 
die in order to preach it to others. Peter had boasted of 
what great things he would do, yet that inf lated claim 
showed little substance in the face of danger. What a 
change we see in him after our Lord’s resurrection! When 
Peter was called to be a shepherd to feed the Lord’s sheep 
(on the same shore where he had earlier been called to be 
a fisher of men), he was given opportunity three times to 
confess his love for the very One whom he had three times 
so shamefully denied. Peter was not able to do it; using a 
different word in his reply, he acknowledged his affection 
for Jesus, but not his consistent love. We must not think, 
though, that this was an indication of more weakness; 
instead, it was an expression of a budding spiritual vital-
ity. The man who had said much before but did little was 
determined now by the grace of God to say little and do 
much—nor did he f linch when he was told by what death 
he would glorify God! People die for false beliefs all the 
time, but they think that they are sacrificing themselves 
for the truth. The difference for Peter, and for so many of 

his generation, is that having seen the resurrected body 
of Jesus and having experienced its sanctifying power, he 
knew what was true.

The historicity of the resurrection is evident not only 
in the commitment of those who died for Christ, but 
also, just as remarkably, in the commitment of those very 
ones who were prepared to live for Him. Saul of Tarsus 
was feared by Christians everywhere. Who would have 
guessed that such a zealous persecutor could ever be con-
verted? But what a change we see in him as well after he 
was confronted by the risen Christ! At first, Christians 
were afraid of him still and did not believe that he could 
really be one of their number as he claimed. In time, how-
ever, as they learned of his conversion and as they heard 
how he came to preach the faith which he had once tried 
to destroy, they glorified God and gladly received him! 
Saul (now called Paul) became as zealous for Christ as he 
had been against Him, and he tells us why: “that I may 
know him, and the power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:10).

To believers, the announcement of the angel to the 
women, “He is risen!” ought to be as thrilling today as the 
first time when it echoed from the tomb. We know that 
our Lord’s resurrection from the dead was not an isolated 
event. No, this was a vital part of His ministry to seek 
and save lost souls, and it was what He did for us. If death 
could not hold Him down, death can no longer hold us 
down either. He ascended and sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on High for us, too. He did it in order to 
prepare a place for us. When at last His bride is ready for 
Him, He will come back to the earth and take her home 
to glory, that she may be with Him forever. If the cross 
of Christ is the key to understanding history, its meaning 
and purpose, then the empty tomb is His joyful declara-
tion of complete victory on His people’s behalf.

Rev. Thomas Aicken is pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Langley, 
British Columbia.

REv. Thomas aickEn

The Lord is Risen Indeed!
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“Why seek ye the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5). 
This was the question asked by two angels to a group of 
women who came to Jesus’ tomb early Easter morning. 
They were there to anoint His body with spices, believ-
ing Him to be still lying in the grave as He had been just 
two nights before.

“Why seek ye the living among the dead?” This was 
the question that changed their lives, and the world, for-
ever. Or rather, what the question implied did—and the 
answer the angels then gave.

“He is not here, but is risen” (Luke 24:6). The tomb is 
empty! What did that mean for the women? It meant that 
their spices were no longer needed. Instead, they now had 
good news—a gospel—to spread (v. 9). The empty tomb 
would forever shape the way that people view Jesus Christ. 

But is this an old wives’ fable, created by a group of 
mourning disciples to bring comfort, but nothing more 
than that? Do we really have to believe this still today? 
I’ve heard a minister exclaim along the lines that “It’s 
the movement, not the man.” That we do not have to 
keep believing in the unbelievable anymore. It’s the cause 
that Jesus stood for, and as long as that continues, then 
Christianity continues. The real resurrection of Christ 
is irrelevant.

Doesn’t the Apostle Paul warn us in 1 Corinthians 
8 about placing stumbling blocks and tripping up oth-
ers? Here we are, two thousand years later, with all our 
scientific, medical, and technological advancements, and 
we still cannot raise a person from the dead. How could 
it possibly have happened back then? Aren’t we just lay-
ing a stumbling block? Aren’t we tripping up others who 
otherwise might believe by insisting that Christ rose 
from the dead?

This might sound attractive to some, but what kind 
of “Christianity” would they have to spread in its place?

Christ’s resurrection validates His own teaching. Jesus Him-
self predicted His own resurrection. In Luke 9:22, He 
said, “The Son of man must…be slain, and be raised the 
third day.” Again, in Luke 18:33, He said, “And they 
shall…put him to death: and the third day he shall rise 
again.” If He didn’t actually rise, how could you believe 
any other word He spoke? Not only would you have rea-
son to doubt His words, but also His character.

Christ’s resurrection validates the apostles’ teaching. Christ was 
not the only one who spoke about His resurrection: the 
Gospels and the New Testament letters all refer to it. The 
same apostle who said of Christ’s death—“And he that saw 
it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that 
he saith true, that ye might believe” (John 19:35)—also 
spoke of His resurrection, and of seeing Him face to face. 
“Jesus [came] and stood in the midst, and…shewed unto 
them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord” (John 20:19–20).

If Jesus is still in the grave, buried somewhere under 
the Middle Eastern sand, we might as well go and bury 
our Bibles as well. How could we believe any word writ-
ten in it? Either the tomb is empty or our faith is empty. 

That’s Paul’s conclusion in 1 Corinthians 15:12–20: 
If Christ is not risen then preaching is vain, faith is vain, 
we’re all still in our sins, hell still looms before us, and 
Christians—of all the people in the world—are to be 
the most pitied. Where’s the good news in that? With-
out the resurrection, there is no message for Christian-
ity. Instead of hope, we’re left holding spices, trying to 
perfume a casket.

“But,” the Holy Spirit says, “now is Christ risen from 
the dead.”

Rev. Timothy Bergsma is pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Cha-
tham, Ontario.

REv. TimoThy BERgsma

The imporTance of chrisT’s Resurrection
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People who die do not rise from the dead on the third day. 
Instead their bodies are buried, remain in the grave, and 
return to the dust. Christ’s resurrection from the dead on 
the third day was therefore a great miracle! But God is able 
to perform miracles. He can raise the dead. Jesus was raised 
by the will and power of the triune God.

The Father raised Him. “Whom God hath raised up” 
(Acts 2:24). “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus” (Acts 
5:30). “God the Father who raised him up from the dead” 
(Gal. 1:1). There can be no question that the Father, as the 
first Person of the Trinity, raised Christ from the dead, 
thereby showing His approval of His Son in all He has said 
and done. People had put a question mark behind Jesus, 
but by raising His Son from the dead, the Father put His 
stamp of approval upon His Son’s work. How we should 
adore the Father!

Jesus also speaks of His activity in His own resurrection. 
Earlier in His ministry, He said to the religious leaders: 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
John comments that He spoke of the temple of His body 
(John 2:21). From the outset of His ministry, Jesus knew 
that He would one day lay down His life, and that, after 
three days, He would break the bonds of death and rise 
from the dead. But not just anyone can do this! When did a 
dead person ever rise from the dead by his own willpower? 
That is impossible with man, but possible with the Son of 
God, as He said: “I have power to lay [my life] down, and 
I have power to take it again” (John 10:18). Paul says that 
the “Saviour…hath abolished death and hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10). 
How we should adore the Son!

Moreover, He is raised by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit was upon Christ, continually enabling Him in 
His task. When He went into the wilderness, He did not 
go alone but was filled and led by the Spirit (Luke 4:1). All 
He did, He did in the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:14, Matt. 
12:28). When He offered Himself to God on the cross, He 
did so through the Spirit (Heb. 9:14). And when He rose 
from the dead, we read again of the work of the Spirit:  
“...declared to be the Son of God with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” 
(Rom. 1:4, cf. 8:11). How we should adore the Spirit! 

What unity in the Trinity is in the work of redemption! 
It also speaks of the power of the triune God to save sinners.

1. Power to renew. The sinner needs this, for he is dead to 
God by nature. With the right makeup you can make a 
dead person look alive. Likewise, we can make ourselves 
look spiritually alive, like Saul of Tarsus. We can have the 
name that we live, but are dead (Rev. 3:1). But for the 
soul to be enlivened, an almighty power is needed. Only 
the Spirit can do this (Eph. 2:1).

2. Power to forgive. When the Father raised His Son, He 
says of His Son: “He is what He said He is. He can do 
what He said He can do.” He has power on earth to for-
give sins (Mark 2:10) and clothe filthy sinners with the 
garment of righteousness. With your shame and naked-
ness you can apply to Him (Rev. 3:18).

3. Power to raise the dead. God’s children must die. One day, 
unless Jesus returns, our loved ones will bring our bodies 
to the cemetery and lower them into the ground. But is 
that the end? No. For the Lord knows where every par-
ticle of the dust of His people is, and He will bring each 
particle together. He “shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body” (Phil. 
3:20). Thomas Watson said: “We are more sure to arise 
out of our grave than out of our beds.”

Lessons
1. “Let God be praised with reverence deep.” yes, this God 

must be praised and adored. The triune God is set on the 
salvation of guilty people. That is why They combine in 
the resurrection of Christ. What a miracle! This should 
humble us and bring us to worship the triune God for 
such a great salvation.

2. “Trust not in man who soon must die, but on the living God 
rely.” Where else shall we find rest for our souls, but in 
this Savior of sinners? He lives, and He gives everything 
that a sinner needs. This is enjoyed by faith in the triune 
God—faith which He works in your soul so that you rely 
entirely on Him.

3. “Seek ye Jehovah and His power.” Let us not rest content with 
vague notions of the resurrection. Rather, let us learn to 
know and love each Person of the Trinity in His work for 
redemption. Spurgeon said, “I know nothing which can so 
comfort the soul; so calm the swelling billows of sorrow 
and grief; so speak peace to the winds of trial, as a devout 
musing upon the subject of the Godhead”—also in the 
resurrection of Christ.

Rev. Lawrence J. Bilkes is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Dundas, 
Ontario.

REv. LawREncE J. BiLkEs

The TriniTy and chrisT’s Resurrection
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Where does the Old Testament teach the resurrection of Christ? 
you may have heard scholars say that the Old Testament teaches 
no expectation of life after death. This is absolute ignorance. 
Although the New Testament does add a lot of light to the Old 
Testament doctrine of the resurrection, nevertheless the Old 
Testament itself gives us much that foretells the resurrection of 
Christ, as Paul himself says: “He rose the third day according to 
the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:4). Let’s look at a few notable instances.

abraham’s receiving isaac back 
When Abraham “stretched forth his hand, and took the knife 
to slay his son” (Gen. 22:10), he gave up his son in sacrifice unto 
God, as God had commanded. The Lord proved this when He 
said by the angel: “Thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son 
from me” (Gen. 22:12). What a picture of the resurrection, then, 
when Abraham untied the ropes that bound Isaac to the altar! The 
epistle to the Hebrews confirms this, when it says of Abraham that 
he accounted “that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead, from whence also he received him in a figure” (Heb. 11:19).

aaron’s rod ThaT budded
When the children of Israel challenged the uniqueness of the 
priesthood of Aaron, the Lord ordered that each tribe should 
produce a rod and place it before the tabernacle of the con-
gregation (Num. 17:1–3). Each of these rods was a dead piece 
of wood, but after a night in the tabernacle before the Lord, 
a miracle of new life is apparent in the rod of Aaron: “And it 
came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the taber-
nacle of witness; and behold, the rod of Aaron for the house 
of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed 
blossoms, and yielded almonds” (Num. 17:8).

Just as the Lord vindicated the priesthood of Aaron in this 
remarkable miracle, so the Father displayed the righteousness 
of Christ, the Mediator, before the world by raising Him 
from the dead.

Job’s redeemer Lives
While Job’s body was close to being swallowed up by the forces 
of death, the Lord lifted the eyes of his soul beyond this life 
and beyond himself to his Redeemer (Job 19:25–27). This is 
by all accounts a remarkable prophecy. Job was able to see and 
confess that his Redeemer would come in the fullness of time, 
face death, but also rise from the dead. By faith he was con-
vinced that the Redeemer would stand on the earth in the glo-
rious general resurrection and that he himself would see Him.

david’s hope
David frequently faced death, but in the midst of these threats, 
he hoped in the resurrection. He knew by faith that his great 

descendant, Christ, would secure this for him. As Peter testi-
fied in Acts 2:26–31, David prophesied of Christ’s resurrection 
in Psalm 16:10: “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell: neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”

Jonah’s resurrecTion
As a type of the substitutionary death of Christ, Jonah was 
thrown overboard in order that the wrath of God evident in the 
storm might be pacified. However, by the great fish God sent 
(Jonah 1:17), Jonah’s three days and three nights in his watery 
grave became an emblem of Christ’s death and resurrection, as 
Christ Himself said (Matt. 12:40).

hosea’s song
Much of Hosea’s prophecy is devoted to uncovering Israel’s 
sin. By her idolatry, she had proved that she loved death and 
destroyed herself (Hos. 13:9). Nevertheless, the Hope of Israel 
comes and promises that He will deal with her sin and death, 
especially, when the Lord says in Hosea 13:14: “I will ransom 
them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy 
destruction.” Paul makes abundantly clear that Christ has ful-
filled this prophecy by rising from the dead (1 Cor. 15:54–55).

ezekieL’s vision of The dead bones rising
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a potent prophecy 
of the spiritual resurrection of God’s people. However, it is 
rooted in and based upon the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, for the Lord says: “I have opened your graves, O my 
people, and brought you up out of our graves” (Ezek. 37:13). 
This was accomplished when Jesus died on the cross, entered 
into the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, and rose again, quicken-
ing His people together with Himself (Eph. 2:1, 5).

appLicaTion
In this light, we see two things that should challenge us today.

1. God mercifully decreed Christ’s resurrection from eternity 
and gave insight into it from early days on. Should we not 
esteem the resurrection of Christ all the more, living after 
it, as we do?

2. Scripture announces the resurrection of Christ as God’s 
answer to the death we chose by our disobedience to the 
covenant of works. If this resurrection is not ours by faith, 
what means do we have to escape eternal death?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed churches of 
North America.

DR. gERaLD m. BiLkEs
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Chapter VIII.4 of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
includes the following statement in regards to Christ’s 
office of priestly Mediator: “On the third day He arose 
from the dead, with the same body in which He suffered 
with which also he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth 
at the right hand of his Father…” (emphasis added).

In support of the above statement, the Confession 
cites John 20:27, in which our Lord Jesus invites Thomas 
to touch His resurrected body which bears the wounds 
of His vicarious suffering. Thomas had said, “Except I 
shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand 
into his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). Later, the 
Lord Jesus said, “Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side: and be not faithless, but believing” (John 20:27). 
This shows that Christ’s resurrected body was the same 
body. The perfect and glorified body of Christ still car-
ries the wounds of His priestly work on our behalf. The 
nail prints in Christ’s hands and feet are the strongest 
possible affirmation that the same earthly body that was 
crucified is now the same heavenly body that was raised.

While Christ’s resurrected body was indeed the same 
as His earthly body, yet there were differences. The 
Lord Jesus’ body after His resurrection for the most 
part looked and acted like a regular physical body (He 
walked and ate food); however, it was not restricted to 
the same physical limitations. For instance, the Lord 
Jesus suddenly appeared in a room where the door was 
shut (John 20:19). Further, we read that the Lord Jesus 
in His resurrected body suddenly vanished from sight 
(Luke 22:31). Paul teaches us about these differences 
in 1 Corinthians 15 where he speaks of the “natural” 
body and the “spiritual” body. Paul does not say that 

the natural body is raised a spirit, but a spiritual body, 
confirming that it is still a body after the resurrection, 
though being spiritual. 

What relevance does this all have for us? Believing in 
Christ means that in many ways what is present in our 
Savior will be mirrored in us! This is true of the resur-
rected body; Paul says, “For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body” (Phil. 3:20–21). 
Christ’s resurrection is a sure pledge of our glorious res-
urrection (Lord’s Day 17). Further, our bodies will be 
“spiritual” bodies, similar but different to our present 
physical body.

you may presently be struggling with infirmities of the 
body, or be hindered by the limitations of your body. But 
we can know and be assured that when we have faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we will be better able to serve and 
glorify God with our new bodies in heaven. Joni Eareck-
son Tada says it well:

Somewhere in my broken, paralyzed body is the seed 
of what I shall become. The paralysis makes what I 
am to become all the more grand when you contrast 
atrophied, useless legs against splendorous resurrected 
legs. I’m convinced that if there are mirrors in heaven 
(and why not?), the image I’ll see will be unmistakably 
‘Joni,’ although a much better, brighter Joni.1

1. Joni Eareckson Tada, Heaven: Your Real Home (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1995), 39.

Rev. John Koopman is pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Chilliwack, 
British Columbia.
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How does Christ’s resurrection benefit believers? The Hei-
delberg Catechism answers this question in Lord’s Day 17 
by highlighting three categories of spiritual benefits: “First, 
by His resurrection [Christ] overcame death, that He might 
make us partakers of that righteousness which He had pur-
chased for us by His death; secondly, we are also by His power 
raised up to a new life; and lastly, the resurrection of Christ 
is a sure pledge of our blessed resurrection.”

We share in his righTeousness
The empty tomb was proof that full payment for sin had 
been made. Christ died to pay for the sin of His people; He 
was buried in the grave for three days to fulfill prophecy. But 
when everything was fulfilled, nothing could keep Him in 
the tomb. His triumphant resurrection was proof that the sin 
of His people was atoned for completely, that the ransom was 
paid, that God’s justice was satisfied, and that all believers 
are reconciled in Christ with God.

What benefit do we find in the empty tomb? The first ben-
efit for believers is our justification. Christ “was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Rom. 
4:25). In Christ’s resurrection we have God’s own confirmation 
that our sin has been paid for by Christ’s perfect sacrifice. We 
now experience peace with God since we are washed in Christ’s 
blood and covered by His perfect righteousness.

Perhaps you still feel your guilt in God’s sight. Then medi-
tate on this truth: through faith in Christ this guilt has been 
fully covered and you are now considered by God as perfectly 
righteous. In fact, there is even more: since Christ was raised 
for our justification, we have also been adopted into a new rela-
tionship with God and now have open access to the throne of 
grace. As God in the resurrection has accepted Christ’s payment 
for our sin, so He also receives us who by faith trust in Christ.

We are being raised inTo neW Life
The second benefit is our sanctification. Knowing the power 
of Christ’s resurrection motivates us to become more holy. 
The Apostle Paul shows this connection: “As Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4b).

New life in Christ begins with regeneration: as Christ was 
raised from the dead, so we being united to Him by faith are 
raised from the dead spiritually. Our physical bodies will be 
resurrected on the final day, but already now we are made 
spiritually alive in Christ. All believers have been raised from 
spiritual death and are already alive in union with Christ.

Our regeneration, however, is only the beginning of this 
new spiritual life. The Holy Spirit raised Christ from the dead 

(Rom. 8:11), and the same Spirit is busy raising God’s people 
to a new life in Christ. The Spirit teaches us to put to death all 
sinful deeds. He causes us to put off our old self and put on the 
likeness of Christ. The Spirit produces His fruit within us so 
that we are more and more raised to new life in Christ.

Furthermore, Christ’s resurrection publicly demonstrated 
His victory over the devil and all the powers of darkness. So 
when Satan tempts us to sin or when the spiritual warfare 
seems to overwhelm us, we hold on to this glorious truth: 
Christ has disarmed the powers of darkness (Col. 2:15); 
through His death He has destroyed the devil. The resur-
rection is proof of our victory in Christ.

Are you enjoying this benefit of the resurrection? Often 
we try with our own power to make ourselves holy. But the 
power needed for sanctification is found in the resurrection of 
Christ. The Spirit was sent after Christ’s resurrection to raise 
us to newness of life and to assure us of all these benefits, so 
that we will be motivated to fight “the good fight of faith, lay 
hold on eternal life” (1 Tim. 6:12).

We are guaranTeed fuTure gLory
Christ’s resurrection gives us a living hope for the future. 
Christ’s resurrection is not only powerful to prove our justi-
fication and motivate our sanctification, but it is also a pow-
erful guarantee of our glorification. At least three realities 
should assure all believers of their glorious future in Christ.

First, as Christ has already been raised with a resurrection 
body, so our dying bodies will soon be raised incorruptible. In 
our own f lesh we will soon see the face of our Redeemer (Job 
19:25). Now we suffer from the effects of sin, both within and 
without. But soon the bodies of all believers will be recreated 
in perfection and righteousness.

Second, as Christ is now in heaven, so our whole life is 
eternally secure with Him above. Even though our bodies are 
now dying and will soon decompose in the grave, yet we are 
already alive in Christ. Death can only destroy our physical 
bodies because we are already seated in heavenly places with 
Christ (Col. 3:1–3). Our treasure is in heaven where our 
resurrected Savior has already gone to prepare a place for us.

Third, as Christ will soon return in glory, so we will “also 
appear with Him in glory” (Col. 3:4). This anticipation of 
glory was the living hope experienced by the Apostle Peter 
whenever he remembered the resurrection of Christ (1 Pet. 
1:3). When we learn to know the power of Christ’s resurrec-
tion, we then also experience these benefits and our hope is 
anchored evermore firmly in the eternal realities above.
Dr. Brian DeVries is president of Mukhanyo Theological School in South Africa 
and an ordained minister in the Heritage Reformed Congregations.

The benefiTs of chrisT’s Resurrection
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection (phil. 3:10). DR. BRian DEvRiEs
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Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday and today, and forever” for 
His people. His love, grace, wisdom, power, and faithfulness 
neither diminish nor increase. yet, how His people relate to 
Him may and must change. He has so much to teach them! 
The forty days between Christ’s resurrection and ascension was 
a transition period between the disciples enjoying His physical 
presence and enjoying His spiritual presence through His Holy 
Spirit. In these days, He taught lessons of lasting value.

Lesson one: 
undersTanding The absenT-presenT chrisT
When Mary Magdalene fell at Jesus’ feet, He responded 
by saying, “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father” (John 20:17). Mary had to learn that His resurrection 
did not simply restore the former way of enjoying His pres-
ence. Soon He would ascend to have spiritual fellowship with 
His people. Christ’s repeated appearances to His disciples 
confirmed both that He truly lived to care for them and that 
He would not remain with them bodily. They had to learn 
the meaning of Jesus’ words to Thomas: “because thou hast 
seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed” (John 20:29).

Though believers today have not known Christ’s bodily 
presence, sometimes they still wish they did. In reality, 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension did not bring an impov-
erishment but an enrichment of His communion with His 
people. By being present spiritually He was able to abide with 
His disciples as they scattered about. He promised: “Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 
28:20). Has the Lord Jesus taught you that His spiritual pres-
ence is no less real than His bodily presence was? What a 
blessing when the Lord Jesus lets you know and experience 
that truth whatever you go through in life.

Lesson TWo:  
Living by his Word
Christ repeatedly pointed His disciples to His teachings and 
the Scriptures. The angels reminded the women that Jesus 
rose according to His own prediction (Luke 24:5–8). Jesus 

opened the Scriptures about the Messiah to the travelers to 
Emmaus before revealing His bodily presence (Luke 24:32). 
That same night He opened the understandings of the disci-
ples to understand the Scriptures (v.45). Though they already 
knew the Scriptures, He was teaching them to remember and 
live by the Word, not their own thoughts or feelings. He is 
the teacher who continues to enable to understand His Word. 

This is an ongoing lesson in the life of faith. As the chief 
Prophet, Christ continues to stir up the remembrance of His 
Word and open His students’ hearts to receive it. He still 
teaches to live by His gospel word even when every sense 
and feeling may bring a message contrary to that Word. He 
teaches to heed His commands, which He gave after His 
resurrection: “follow me” and “go ye therefore and teach all 
nations” (John 21:21; Matt. 28:19).

Lesson Three:  
seeing more of his gLory
The disciples recognized their Master as the same One who 
had called, taught, served, and blessed them. At the same 
time He showed His glory in a far greater way. He had gone 
through death into life and triumphed over the grave. This 
greater revelation of the Prince of life brought about a crisis 
for the disciples; they recognized Him and yet repeatedly 
doubted, questioned, and evidenced confusion (Matt. 28:17; 
Luke 24:41) as they wrestled to grasp this. The fruit of this 
wrestling is shown in Thomas who rises above all the others 
in confessing Jesus is “my Lord and my God” (John 20:28).

Living in presumption, we may be content to know the 
facts of the gospel. Even as God’s people, we can think we 
know who the Lord Jesus is. But by His Spirit, Word, and 
works, He shows more of who He truly is and more of who 
we are. This may stir up a struggle inside us to embrace 
those newly seen glories of His person and trust in His 
wondrous work for and in us. As the Lord Jesus shows more 
of His glory, He exposes more of our ignorance and unbelief 
in order to remove it and draw us closer to Himself.

Rev. David Kranendonk is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Bornholm, 
Ontario.

chrisT & his discipLes afTer his Resurrection
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Just before faint, pink streaks begin to brighten the Eastern 
sky on early Easter morning in Jerusalem, a lone woman is 
walking quickly towards Joseph’s sepulcher. It is Mary Mag-
dalene, a woman who had been miraculously saved from sin 
and delivered from the demonic possession of seven devils.

She is likely looking down as she hurries along so as 
not to trip on any stones on the path in the darkness. 
Soon she draws near to the tomb where she had seen her 
precious Savior laid to rest on Friday. She stops short 
upon seeing something very different—the giant stone is 
rolled away, and the tomb stands wide open! Quickly she 
concludes that her precious Jesus must have been stolen. 
She turns around and runs to find Peter and John and tells 
them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the sepul-
cher and we know not where they have laid him” (John 
20:15). Then Mary returns to the sepulcher. Her love for 
Jesus is so great that she cannot stay away from the last 
place she saw Christ.

Scripture tells us four times that she was weeping; yet 
mingled with her sorrow is undying zeal and sincere love 
for Christ. This mixture of sorrow and love is still often 
the experience of a believer—driven by hope on one hand, 
yet filled with sorrow of missing the presence of Christ 
on the other.

As Mary stands there, she sees someone she assumes 
to be the groundskeeper, not realizing at first it is the One 
who created the earth and commanded mankind to tend 
it. “She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, 
Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast 
laid him, and I will take him away.” Her heart is pining 
for her Savior. What a wonderful example to follow!

Then Christ speaks with simplicity and power: “Mary.” 
What music it must have been to her ears! Christ, the 
Anointed, the love of her heart speaking directly to her 
longing and troubled soul! This woman, who had despised 
His name by her life of sin for years, now receives this per-

sonal address by the sovereign, gracious Savior of sinners. 
She experiences the personal nature of His Word in her 
soul. That is what we need also. It is wonderful to have the 
objective Word, but that Word must become personal for us.

Mary responds to Jesus with awe and reverence: “Rab-
boni,” meaning, master teacher. In Jewish education, there 
was a “Rab,” a young teacher, a “Rabbin,” and a “Rabboni.” 
This was the wisest and most experienced—a teacher of 
teachers, a chief teacher. This is precisely Jesus Christ. 
He is chief among ten thousand. He is the superlative, 
outstanding, unmatched, perfect, and highest  Raboni! 
He is everything for Mary, and He must be “all and in 
all” (Col. 3:11) for each of us.

John writes that apparently Mary fell down in worship 
holding Christ’s feet, for she had to receive His loving 
rebuke: “Touch me not.” That is, “Stop clinging to Me 
physically.” Mary had a lesson to learn. Jesus would ascend 
to His Father and once He was there, Mary, as well as all 
the disciples, could cling to Him by faith. Mary was too 
caught up in the physical and emotional moment for her 
spiritual best. Jesus was saying here what Paul later wrote 
in 2 Corinthians 5:7, “[W]e walk by faith, not by sight.” 
We all have that lesson to learn as well. Faith in the risen 
Savior, despite our immediate feelings, is what is required. 
When we cling to Christ by gracious faith, there is suf-
ficient comfort in the soul. 

John tells us in 20:31 that “these [truths also about His 
resurrection] are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name.”

May the Risen Lord of Life grant that we find our 
hope and expectation, our very life, in Him alone.

Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation 
in Hull, Iowa.

mary magdaLene aT The grave
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aLL haiL
The first benediction of the risen Lord does not come to 
any of the disciples. It comes to women on the road to 
Galilee. The benediction is “All hail!” The old forgotten 
phrase literally means, “all kinds of health, all blessing, 
all joy” be to you. It must have come as a great surprise 
for these women when they met with Jesus on the road to 
Galilee. They were not seeking for a benediction, but it 
was given. While acting in obedience (v. 7), they received 
this blessing. There are times when a blessing comes while 
seeking, and other times while doing.

and Worshiped him
yet when the two Marys heard His voice, “they came.” 
They came, no doubt encouraged by the blessing, “and held 
him by the feet, and worshipped him” (v. 9b). This act of 
worship was singular because it was a recognition of Jesus 
as the Son of God, the divine Redeemer, and that He was 
no phantom, no spirit. But it was more than this. They 
were showing that once Christ had made Himself known 
to them, they were reluctant—even refusing—to ever let 
Him go. These women felt His feet, no doubt even His 
very scars, and their hearts found afresh the One whom 
their soul loved, now victorious over sin and the grave.

Jesus then said, “Be not afraid” (v. 10a)—as if to say, 
“I am no ghost, or phantom, but risen and real.” Christ 
desires to have all fear removed and to have His love shed 
abroad in the hearts of His own. The risen Lord does not 
come with condemnation or judgment to His children, but 
peace and good will. This is proven by His next words, 
“go and tell my brethren” (v. 10b).

my breThren
There is something deeply moving in these words, “my 
brethren.” Some might expect at least a few words of 
chastening or displeasure for their abandonment of Christ 
in His hour of need. yet with great affection, Jesus calls 
these weak, frail, faltering disciples, “my brethren.” you 
see, in the victory over sin and death, Christ the God-
man has made us f lesh of His f lesh, and bone of His 
bone by divine adoption. Now that Christ has risen, “all 

the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen” 
(2 Cor. 1:20). Now, the disciples, and all who have faith 
in Christ, stand with Him not as servants but as brethren.

gaLiLee
“Then said Jesus unto them...go tell my brethren that they 
go into Galilee, and there shall they see me” (v. 10). Why 
was Galilee the rendezvous? Because Christ said before he 
suffered, “But after I am risen again, I will go before you 
into Galilee” (Matt. 26:32). How this would have struck 
a deep chord in the hearts of the disciples! Jesus is doing 
“ just as he said.” Why do we ever doubt His Word? Why 
do we question Him? Why do we ever get offended with 
Him? The message rings out: “Go tell the disciples, yes, 
even Peter... ! Go to the rendezvous in Galilee!”

O, that precious region. In Galilee Christ first spoke 
of the forgiveness of sins. There He walked on water, and 
calmed the wind and waves. In Galilee, He taught as no 
man taught, and healed the lame, blind, and maimed. 
It was here Christ was baptized, and where He prayed 
into the early morning hours. It was a place of intimate 
memories; of a deep and abiding love for a band of men, 
who at their weakest moment, had a praying and watch-
ful Shepherd.

Here Christ speaks with joy and confidence, laying 
hold of the divine promise, “He shall see of the travail of 
his soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isa. 53:11). To Galilee He 
shall go—no longer as the “man of sorrows,” but now the 
risen King of kings and Lord of lords!

Galilee, that sweet place of meeting—the rendez-
vous of Christ’s appointment. Dear believer, we have a 
rendezvous too, when all of life’s storms are over, and 
we cross this dry parched land. Ours is a rendezvous to 
come, where myriads of weeping disciples will be glad-
dened at the sight of Christ. O, the Galilee above—the 
rendezvous of the soul! For Christ has promised, “And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also” (John 14:3).

Rev. Jerrold Lewis is pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Pompton 
Plains, New Jersey.

JEsus-sEEking womEn on ThE way To gaLiLEE
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“appEaRED To simon”
Though this meditation is focused on the appearance to 
Simon Peter, it is important to place it as the third appear-
ance of the risen Christ. The first appearance was to Mary 
Magdalene, and the second appearance was to the women 
as they rush to tell the disciples. This third appearance 
was to the one disciple who most needed it.

Peter had dashed his hope of being both a disciple as 
well as a believer. After denying his Lord and daring to 
say, “I do not know the man,” Peter went out and wept bit-
terly in the night. His heart was broken. What kept Peter 
from killing himself like Judas? God’s restraining hand—
so that Peter’s restoration would powerfully illustrate the 
blessed effect of Jesus’ resurrection: a living hope that 
cannot fade away (1 Pet. 3:5). Had not Jesus said when 
He predicted the denials, “when thou art converted”? This 
keeps Peter’s hope dangling by a thread.

The restoration of Peter is recorded for us in three 
verses. First, the preparation for this appearance is 
revealed. The women at the empty tomb are told to go 
tell the disciples and Peter that Jesus had risen and would 
meet them. There is a gentle yet stinging rebuke here; 
Peter is no longer classed with the others. How the loving 
yet painful question is meant to highlight just how evil 
Peter’s sin has been! The Lord needs to break the hearts 
of His own, but often does so in steps and stages lest we 
be crushed to utter despair.

More importantly, the message sent for Peter by the 
returning women was meant to give a spark of hope to this 
despairing man. “Peter, you said you did not know Me. 
But I still know you. I have risen, also for you.” The Lord 
who prayed for Peter while he was sleeping, who turned a 
sorrowful eye to Peter when He heard the cursing denials, 
now turns a tender, joyful eye!

Peter was apparently so affected by this message that, 
after running with John to see the empty grave, he walks 

away by himself. His fears and hopes collide in his heart, 
taking his thoughts captive. His prayers and tears likely 
f low again. But into the cloud of dark despair that has 
smothered his soul blow the sweet winds of hope!

The Lord Jesus Christ then appears “to Cephas,” as 
1 Corinthians 15 puts it, or “to Simon,” as Luke 24 puts 
it. This use of the old names is deliberate. To Simon who 
has given way to and served the f lesh rather than walking 
by the Spirit to kill the lusts of the f lesh, the risen Lord 
comes. To Cephas who stumbled over the cross, the risen 
Lord comes with the marks still in His body to make him 
Peter again!

What did these two have to say to each other? We are 
not told. This is gospel silence. The Lord covers Peter’s 
sin wholly before the sight of heaven (Ps. 32). We can 
be sure two things happened. Peter no doubt told Jesus 
in person what he said in prayer and in his thoughts a 
thousand times since that dreadful night. “Dear master, I 
am so sorry. Please forgive me.” And Jesus doubtless said 
the words Peter so desperately needed to hear: “I forgive 
and love you still.”

Dear believer, what riches are found for you here! Has 
your backsliding smothered your soul in doubt and fear? 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ rekindles your hope! your 
sin can be wholly covered. Christ still appears to His 
people through His Word and Spirit. Speak your tearful 
words of sorrow to Him, and He will remind you of His 
words of forgiveness and love. Those words in Scripture 
are no less personal for you because they are spoken to 
all the ransomed church of God. They are full of glory 
because He is such a Savior to so many!

Rev. Eric Moerdyk is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Monarch, 
Alberta.



“That same day…”—what a day it had been! The women 
came to the grave—tomb opened, angels meet them. 
Christ’s words are brought to their remembrance. They 
run with joy but unbelief awaits them. “And their words 
seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.” 
Peter and John had to see. Open tomb. Graveclothes. No 
Jesus. Peter leaves, “wondering in himself at that which 
was come to pass.” 

With events and reports swirling in their thoughts, 
two set off for Emmaus, seven miles away. They talked. 
What to make of it all? “While they communed together 
and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near.” Not permitting 
them to recognize Him yet, He asks them, “What manner 
of communications are these that ye have one to another, 
as ye walk, and are sad?” He reaches their mind and heart 
with a single question. They could not fathom that anyone 
was unaware. you must be a stranger. Have you not heard? 
“What things?” He asked.

“Jesus of Nazareth,” “mighty prophet,” “delivered,” 
“condemned,” “crucified,” “we had trusted,” “third day,” 
“the women…made us astonished,” “certain…found it 
so,” “him they saw not.” They just couldn’t put it together. 
Was that it? “O fools and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suf-
fered these things and to enter into his glory?” It wasn’t 
just confusion. Jesus called it foolishness. They were slow 
to believe what the Scriptures said of Him and what He 
Himself had foretold in their presence.

We can be so like this ourselves. Why is it sometimes 
so hard to believe God’s Word? “Take no thought for 
tomorrow,” but we worry. “Provoke not your children to 
wrath,” but we lose our temper. “Love your enemies,” but 
we nurse the hurt. We might like to think we don’t under-

stand, are confused, are not theological enough to put it all 
together, etc., but more often than we might like to think, 
we’re just fools, slow of heart to believe what He’s told us. 

“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things con-
cerning himself.” Must we not pause and worship when we 
read this? “Because the preacher was wise, he still taught 
the people knowledge.” If this is so of Solomon, how much 
more our Jesus? How often He takes us by the hand, so 
to speak, and patiently leads us along out of our darkness, 
our ignorance, our unbelief?

The travelers didn’t want to part company with this 
peculiar man. “Abide with us.” If you’ve ever tasted the 
sweetness of Christ, you will have prayed this, too. He did 
finally reveal who He was to them when they sat down to 
eat. “He took bread and blessed it and brake and gave to 
them.” Their hearts were burning when He explained to 
them out of the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
Now they experienced the Savior in person. They went 
back the seven miles, even though the night was far spent. 
Now they were the ones with glad tidings for the slow of 
heart to believe. 

A dear servant of the Lord, after preaching on this 
many years ago, said to the congregation, “The name of 
the one was Cleopas. And the other? Maybe it was you.” 
If you have ever met Christ in this way, know that you 
too are blessed, just like these two travelers were. Flesh 
and blood does not reveal such things to us; our heavenly 
Father does. 

Rev. David Lipsy is pastor of The Reformed Church (HRC) of Harrison, 
Arkansas.
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And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus…
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These verses present the risen Jesus appearing to 
ten of His disciples on resurrection night. The dis-
ciples were together, but they were in fear. Their 
Jesus had died, but now some said, He is alive! 

Suddenly, into the midst of their anxiety 
and fears, the Lord Himself appeared. He was 
there! And with what tenderness He greeted 
them: “Peace be unto you.” In one sense this 
was a standard greeting. And yet, coming as it 
did from the lips of Jesus, and in view of all that 
had happened in the last few days, it was no 
ordinary greeting. Instead, it was loaded with 
divine love and gospel truth. “Peace be unto you.” 
Jesus repeated it to reinforce the blessing of peace 
He had secured for them and for all His people. 
And what a peace! This peace was and is nothing 
less than peace with the great Creator God—
peace with the God we have offended by our 
sin, whose wrath we so justly deserve. The Lord 
Jesus bought peace for His people by the sacri-
fice of His blood, and now He came to proclaim 
that peace to the souls of His anxious disciples. 
Could there be any greater way for the Lord Jesus 
to greet them? And what a gospel for us sinful 
people! What a gospel for a restless, peaceless 
world! Jesus says, “Peace to you.”

But that’s not all He said. John tells us about 
the commission Jesus gave His disciples and, 
ultimately, to His church. He gave not only the 
commission but the power to carry out that com-
mission as well. On this night they get the short 
version. Jesus will develop it later, especially 
when He goes to glory. The full equipping would 
not happen until the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). 
Even now, however, the Lord Jesus was eager 
to implement the plan. He would prepare His 
disciples. His death and resurrection had opened 
the way; the gospel must go forth to the ends of 
the earth. The disciples will have authority to 
proclaim remission to every one who believes in 
Jesus, and they will be obligated to declare to all 
unbelievers that they are still in their sins.

When you think of it, what a staggering task! 
How could they do it? Who is sufficient? But Jesus 
anticipated those questions with His gift of the 
Spirit. John tells us that Jesus breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
This was a foretaste of Pentecost, an anticipation 
of the rich blessing and power to come.

What an experience for the disciples, and 
what a challenge to us! Have we heard the peace 
of the gospel? And have we come to embrace it 
through submission to the Lord Jesus and trust 
in Him? Shouldn’t that be our practice every day? 
And what about the calling to mission? If we 
know the peace of Christ for ourselves, are we not 
called with the church of Christ to proclaim that 
peace to sinners near and far? And do we aim to 
do that in total dependence on the Holy Spirit?

The key to all of this is conscious and con-
tinuing communion with the Lord Jesus. In that 
connection, we can learn much from Thomas, 
specifically from his absence. Thomas missed 
out on this appearance of Jesus. For whatever 
reason—we are not told, but it seems to be 
related to his grief and his unbelief—Thomas 
was not with the others on resurrection night. 
He missed out on the comfort Christ brought 
with His message of peace. He missed out on 
the word of commission as well as the gift and 
promise of divine help and blessing. Thomas 
missed out because he stayed away. Of course, 
he did not expect the risen Jesus to appear; none 
of the disciples did. And yet He came! And He 
still comes, even to us. He comes to us clothed 
in His Word and by His Spirit. Let us eagerly 
and diligently look for Him. Let us go to pub-
lic worship. Let us be into our Bibles at home 
and with others. Let us not stay away from the 
Scriptures, for, with God’s blessing, we shall be 
comforted and directed.

Rev. Joel Overduin is pastor of the Free Reformed Church of 
Mitchell, Ontario.

102 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth APRIL 2012

Jesus’ appearance on 
resurrecTion nighT

5Appearance jOHn 20:19–25 • rev. jOel OverDuin



Every one of our Lord’s post-resurrection appearances had a 
very special purpose. When we consider the purpose of Jesus’ 
visitation with Thomas, we come face to face with an ever 
longsuffering Lord who always deals kindly and compassion-
ately with His disciples who are oh so slow to learn. If ever 
there was a time when Jesus had reason to rebuke a disciple, 
then this was surely it. It was Thomas, after all, who had 
defiantly declared, “Except I shall see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). 
Thomas at times is referred to as “Doubting Thomas” but, in 
essence, this is not so. These words bespeak outright unbelief! 
And yet, when the Lord appears to him, He does not say to 
Thomas, “Where were you when I came to the others eight 
days ago?” or “Why are you so wickedly unbelieving?” All our 
Lord says is, “Peace be unto you.”

Perhaps nowhere in the Gospels do we see more vividly 
displayed the immensity of our Lord’s tender mercy towards 
His obtuse and erring disciple. Many of us would sooner 
or later have been provoked or perplexed by the likes of 
Thomas, yet the Lord Jesus does not deal with him in this 
way. From the start, He had known Thomas was a man who 
saw the darker side of life. He was the one who, when Jesus 
was going up to tend to Lazarus who was sick, said, “Let 
us also go, that we may die with him.” In the Upper Room, 
when Jesus said that He was leaving them, returning to His 
Father’s house, stating that they know the way He is taking, 
Thomas, in despair, cries out, “Lord, we know not whither 
thou goest; and how can we know the way?”

And now, when Thomas openly questions the resur-
rection of Christ, the Lord condescends to directly address 
each of Thomas’s statements of unbelief, one by one: “Except 
I shall see in his hands the print of the nails…behold my 
hands,” “and put my finger into the print of the nails…
reach hither thy finger,” “and thrust my hand into his side…
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side,” “I will not 
believe…and be not faithless, but believing.” All of his brutish 
ignorance (Ps. 73:22), all of his unrealistic demands (Matt. 
12:39), and all of his senseless questioning is dealt with in 
infinite grace. Hearing these words, Thomas recognizes 
that Jesus is condescending to meet every one of his foolish 
demands, even giving a gentle rebuke for his lack of faith. 
“Stop being unbelieving, my beloved one, and simply believe” 

(cf. Mark 5:36). Thomas was propelled then to confess, “My 
Lord and my God,” which was possibly one of the greatest 
statements to ever come from the lips of any of the apostles. 
Twice he speaks the personal possessive “my,” indicating 
heartfelt appropriation of Christ’s lordship.

Here are three practical lessons:
•	In	 this	 interchange	 that	 takes	 place	 between	 the	 risen	

Lord and Thomas, we have the heart of God revealed 
to stubborn and dull sinners like ourselves. Demand-
ing a sign, the very thing that God condemns because it 
reveals a heart of unbelief, is dealt with according to the 
weakness of faith of the individual. This passage is in our 
Bibles for our benefit to supply abundant evidence that 
Jesus is rich in patience and compassion and bears long 
with the infirmities of His people. “Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. For 
he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust” 
(Ps. 103:13). Let us make sure we do the same with oth-
ers. Let us not look down on those whose faith is feeble 
and whose love is cold. As J. C. Ryle so poignantly says, 
“The Lord has many weak children in His family, many 
dull pupils in His school and many lame sheep in His 
fold. yet He bears with them all and casts none away.”

•	Unbelief	is	so	often	the	plague	of	our	own	hearts.	“We	
must ever be seeing or we will never be believing” when 
the Bible clearly tells us we walk by faith and not by 
sight. We demand some kind of sign from the Lord to 
prove Himself. Blessed are they who have not seen and 
yet have believed.

•	Let	us	not	 fail	 to	see,	 in	 this	glorious	 faith	confession	
of this once beleaguered and desponding disciple, the 
divinity of the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. These 
words unequivocally prove that Jesus is God. If this were 
not true, all of the grand doctrines of Christianity would 
have no significance—the atonement for sin, His holy 
priesthood, His mediation, or His redemption. But as 
God, He is able to save to the uttermost those who come 
to the Father by Him.

Once Thomas had made his bold confession his com-
fortless and desponding predisposition was banished forever. 
He went forth with the other apostles after Pentecost a fear-
less evangelist for Christ, his God. 

Dr. Arthur Miskin is a professor at Mukhanyo Theological School in South Africa.
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Jesus appears To seven discipLes  
by The sea of gaLiLee
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Several weeks had passed since our Lord rose from the dead. 
The disciples were in Galilee, near the Sea of Tiberias (the 
Sea of Galilee), waiting for the Lord Jesus. Earlier the Lord 
Jesus had told them that He would meet them there, so that 
is where they went.

John tells us that seven of the disciples were together in 
one place: Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, the sons of Zebedee 
(John and James), and two other disciples whose names are not 
revealed. Where they were we do not know. Most likely they 
were in the home of Peter who lived close to the Sea of Galilee. 
Evidently they came together to keep one another company 
and pass the time as they waited for the Lord Jesus to appear.

As they sat together one evening, Peter—impetuous and 
impulsive as always—suddenly announced that he was going 
fishing. Why Peter decided to go fishing is not clear, nor does 
it matter. All we know is that Peter decided to go, and the other 
disciples decided to go with him. They fished all night long, 
but they caught nothing. This reminds us of a similar occa-
sion that took place several years earlier (recorded in Luke 5).  
At that time, too, the disciples had fished all night but had 
caught nothing. 

As morning approached, Jesus suddenly appeared—but 
the disciples did not know it was Jesus, either because He 
was too far away or because, in His glorified body, He had 
assumed a different appearance. Whatever the case, He 
called out to them from the shore and asked them: “Chil-
dren, have ye any meat?” (v. 5).

Notice that Jesus addressed the disciples as “children.” 
In doing so, Jesus was not making fun of them or speaking 
down to them. The word means “boys” or “lads.” It is a term 
of affection, camaraderie, and friendship.

What is more, the form of the question in the original 
Greek expects a negative answer. Thus, Jesus really said, “you 
haven’t caught any fish, have you?” By posing the question this 
way, our Lord sought to remind His disciples that without 
Him they could do nothing. He had taught them this lesson 
the first time they fished all night but had caught nothing; 
now He had to teach them this lesson again. So He asked 
them, “Have ye any meat?” To which the disciples answered—
no doubt somewhat dejectedly, “No.”

Has the Lord taught us this lesson? How prone we are 
to think that we can do it all ourselves. There is a little—in 
some cases, a big—Pharisee deep down inside every one of 

us. That is why the Lord has to teach us—again and again, 
and sometimes after much frustration and even pain—that 
without Him we are nothing. Such was the case here as well. 

But notice what Jesus does. As He did the first time they 
had caught nothing, Jesus commanded them to cast their net 
on the other side of the boat—which they do. Then something 
amazing happens. “They cast therefore, and now they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of fishes” (v. 6). What a mir-
acle! The Lord had caused a huge school of fish to swim into 
the net in almost the exact same spot the disciples had been 
fishing the entire night. There were so many fish that seven 
burly fishermen could not lift the net into the boat, but had 
to drag it behind them as they made their way back to shore.

Do you see what our Lord was teaching His disciples? 
He was teaching them—for the second time—that if they 
looked to Him and trusted in Him to supply all of their 
needs, He would do so. How they needed to learn that 
lesson. In a few weeks, He would commission them to go 
into all the world and preach the gospel and build up His 
church and kingdom. How could they—poor, uneducated 
fishermen from Galilee—do this? Humanly speaking, it was 
impossible. But what is impossible for us is possible for God 
(Mark 10:27). He can do exceedingly more abundantly than 
we ask or think. And He proved it here. The disciples caught 
so many fish, they were not able to haul them into the boat.

Like the disciples, the Lord has also given believers a 
great task. We are to mortify the old man and quicken the 
new; we are to resist the devil, keep the commandments 
of God, live a holy life, raise our children in the fear of 
the Lord, and live as salt and light on the earth. When we 
consider everything that we are supposed to do and how far 
short we come in so many areas, we may feel like giving up 
in despair. Who can do all of this? But when we look to the 
Lord, when we draw from His power and His grace, then all 
things are possible. Then we can say with Paul, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).

Therefore, dear believer, look to Him. Draw from His 
fullness and you too will find that your net will be full (John 
15:5; Matt. 28:18).

Rev. Jack Schoeman is pastor of the Free Reformed Church of St. George, 
Ontario.
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Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. And when they saw him, they 
worshipped him: but some doubted. And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

—Matthew 28:16–20

Now, when the Lord appears to them, what do they? 
What is their behavior? It is said, “When they saw him, 
they worshipped him.” What made them to fall down 
and worship Him? What saw they in Him? No question, 
they saw in Him a glorious majesty. This their behavior 
teaches us, that wheresoever the Lord of Glory is present, 
there He should be worshipped and adored. His presence 
requires adoration. 

Now follows the Lord’s communing with His dis-
ciples, wherein He gives them a commission to go out 
and preach to the world, baptizing them that believe. But 
before He gives them this commission, by way of preface 
He sets down the ground of this commission; to wit, that 
power and authority which He had. For, says He, “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” For it was 
necessary that the apostles should be informed of this His 
power and authority which He had given them, to the end 
that, knowing that infinite power whereupon their com-
mission and apostleship were grounded, they might the 
more cheerfully and willingly, with free hearts and open 
mouths, discharge their commission and message, being 
assured that they had Him, who was Lord of heaven and 
earth, to be their protector and maintainer. 

Mark this, brethren. This ministry of the gospel, albeit 
but a sort of service in the church of God—it is no lord-
ship—and albeit men count very basely of it, and esteem 

it, of all callings in the world, to be the most vile and 
contemptible, yet it is grounded upon such a power as far 
surpasses all the power of all the kings and monarchs of 
the earth; and it is the Lord’s will that both the minis-
ters themselves, and likewise the people that hear them, 
have their eyes fixed, and be exercised continually in the 
contemplation and consideration of that incomprehensible 
and infinite power, whereupon this ministry is grounded; 
to the end that both the ministers may the more cheer-
fully and courageously discharge their calling, and also 
the people that hear them be not offended, nor stumble 
at the baseness of this outward form of the ministry, not 
measuring the majesty and glory of the gospel preached 
unto them by the outward show and form which they see, 
but by the infinite and incomprehensible power of the 
Lord, whereupon it is grounded.

It serves to encourage the apostles, and all ministers 
in the church, faithfully and cheerfully to discharge their 
calling, so long as they remain here in the earth, and 
grounding and anchoring themselves upon that infinite 
power which the Lord Jesus hath upon the earth, to strive 
and fight courageously and boldly against the assaults of 
Satan, against the allurements of sin, against the fear and 
terror of trouble and persecution, and against the man-
ners and behavior of this unthankful world, as assured, 
that His almighty power in the earth shall guard and 
defend them in their calling, so long as the Lord hath a 
work [to do] with them.

Robert Rollock (1555–1598) first principal of Edinburgh University, able 
preacher and philosopher, and a renowned biblical commentator, was a semi-
nal Reformed theologian in Scotland. This article is abridged from The Select 
Works of Robert Rollock (reprint, Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 
2008), 2:654, 657–58.

aLL poWer is given unTo me
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What a magnificent gathering this must have been! yet, it 
is equally mysterious for us who read of its occurrence in a 
single verse of 1 Corinthians 15. The details are sketchy, but 
its import is great. We are not told explicitly where or when 
it happened. Most people think that this meeting occurred 
in Galilee according to the promise of Christ and the angel 
in Matthew 26:32 and 28:7, 10. Tradition holds that it took 
place at Mount Tabor, a possible location of Christ’s earlier 
Transfiguration. Most readers would also like to think that 
it happened on the first day of the week—Christ leading in 
and receiving worship on His day.

Though we are short on specifics, the purpose of this 
verse is threefold. First, Paul is confirming his testimony by 
appealing to a myriad of people who beheld the risen Lord. 
Even if he is “the least of the apostles” (v. 9), still the “greater 
part of brethren” were still alive when he wrote 1 Corin-
thians. If they doubt him as “the least,” he sets before them 
“the greater part” as reliable witnesses of the risen Christ.

For Paul, this host of witnesses would reinforce the “gospel 
which he preached to the Corinthians” (v. 1). The resurrec-
tion was the very solid foundation of the message; while the 
message didn’t need external verification, Paul was willing 
to make use of it to bolster his ministry to the Corinthians.

Second, Paul is affirming the gathering of believers and 
the attending blessings. The same church he once perse-
cuted (v. 9) he is pleased to see growing and prospering. Paul 
knew the dangers the Corinthians were facing: the danger 
of further splitting up (see ch. 1), the danger of having 
“believed in vain” (v. 2), and the danger of not appreciating 
the grace of God in the risen Lord (v. 10). This meeting of 
more than five hundred at once shows that the resurrec-
tion holds together the church of God—nothing, not even 
death (v. 55) can destroy her! We need to strive to see the 
church as Christ her risen Lord sees her: not at the mercy 

of a hostile and dying world, but as those being gathered to 
the risen Christ. 

Third, Paul is encouraging diligent labor for the risen 
Lord. The last part of the verse speaks of those who were 
“remaining” and others who had “fallen asleep” (a classic 
way of referring to believers’ death). The greater part was 
still standing, still serving in the power of the resurrection. 
Why does he mention both groups? It is to show how the 
resurrection applies to both. We often denigrate the resur-
rection by referring to it only in cases of death. But the res-
urrection has as much meaning and significance for people 
who are living! Paul ends verse 1 with the words, “wherein 
ye stand,” which indicates there is a power in the Spirit’s 
application of the resurrection to the heart, unmatched by 
any other power.

Do we want to labor faithfully for the Lord? We need 
more faith in His resurrection. Human impossibilities are 
removed when we stand with the throng beholding the 
risen Lord. Our own unbelief begins to fade away before 
the light and glory of the risen Lord. Our inactivity is 
overpowered by the grace of God in opening our eyes and 
hearts to the resurrection. Our fear of men and of death is 
transformed by the sleep to which the risen Lord can lay 
down His people.

Most of those who had seen Jesus were still alive serv-
ing Him diligently until the time would come for them 
to “fall asleep.” Verses 10 and 57–58 speak of abundant 
and worthwhile labor for the Lord, and such kingdom-
advancing work originates with a steadfast stand in the 
resurrected Lord.

Rev. Don Overbeek is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in Brad-
ford, Ontario.

ThE RisEn chRisT appEaRs To  
FivE hunDRED BREThREn aT oncE
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The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is the good news of 
life out of the self-inf licted corruption of death. That new 
life is not in any way “self-inf licted”; it is not in any way the 
result of any self-motivational effort. It is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not merely about Him, but it is of Him because 
He is the source of it. Salvation and its message spring forth 
from Jesus Christ, sent by His Father and equipped by the 
Holy Spirit for this purpose.

That this is so is made evident by the standards which 
the ascended and glorified Lord laid down for apostleship. 
These initial stewards of the “manifold grace of God” were 
to possess a unique qualification: they were to have been 
witnesses of the risen Christ. Sometimes this is interpreted 
as if apostleship required having been with Jesus during the 
time of His humiliation, thus limiting it to “the Twelve.” 
Indeed, seeing the move by the early church to appoint 
Matthias to fill the vacancy caused by the ultimate sin of 
Judas Iscariot, and to read the comment “he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles,” may lead one to think that this 
number was not to be altered: it was the foundation of the 
New Testament church even as the twelve patriarchs formed 
the foundation for the Old Testament church.

But then we come to Paul, an apostle by special appoint-
ment of the Lord, whose apostleship may have been chal-
lenged (perhaps by believers who wanted a continuation of 
the Old Testament idea of twelve). It is likely for that reason 
that this apostolic authority was boldly proclaimed in each 
of his epistles except in those with dual or triple authorship 
(i.e., Philippians and Thessalonians). There is no doubt Paul 
is an apostle. Sometimes accommodation is made to honor 
the notion of twelve by calling him what he truly was: “the 
apostle to the Gentiles.” 

Is that it? Twelve apostles plus one? “After that, he was 
seen of James; then of all the apostles.” James also received 
the one essential gift required to be an apostle: he had seen 
the Lord! Of course, he had seen the Lord before. And, of 
course, there were many others who saw the Lord, also after 
His resurrection. We read in this same passage that “He 
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once”—did that 
make all of them apostles? The Greek structure underlying 

the next statement—“then of all the apostles”—strongly 
implies that James was an apostle in addition to the twelve. 
He was later and separately appointed.

But who was this James? He was not James, the son 
of Zebedee, who was among the first of the “twelve” to 
respond to Jesus (Matt. 4:21–22). He was also the first 
apostle to die the martyr’s death (Acts 12:2). Sometimes 
this James is referred to as “James the Greater.” Then there 
was James, son of Alphaeus, mentioned only three times in 
Scripture and then always in connection with his mother’s 
name, Mary, as in, “Mary, the mother of James and Joses.” 
He is designated “James the Less.”

The James mentioned here is the one who had a leading 
role at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) and is also the author 
of the Epistle of James. He is the half-brother of the Lord, 
born of Mary, their common mother. He was, with his other 
brothers, initially a non-believer (John 7:5) who became with 
them (Acts 1:14) a believer. Most likely the transformation 
took place between the resurrection of the Lord and this 
gathering in awaiting the outpouring of His Spirit.

What this meeting must have been we cannot begin to 
imagine. The Spirit has veiled it and should we try to lift 
that veil? We can note with amazement that a denier of the 
Lord, even with having had such a close relationship on a 
daily basis, became a pillar of the church (Acts 12:17, Gal. 
2:9–10), a servant of his Lord (James 1:1).

Jesus no longer appears in that way. But the Lord 
does appear in His Word, applied by His Spirit, and such 
an appearance is needed in order to experience His life-
renewing gospel. What is the result of such an appearance? 
When we have seen the Lord, we cannot but speak of 
Him. And then even we, born long after the closing of the 
apostolic age, are compelled by apostolic fervor to witness 
of His life-renewing grace. By word, by deed, at home and 
in public, wherever the Lord calls and places us, we will 
bring the gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s what happens when 
He is seen of us.

Rev. Carl A. Schouls is an emeritus minister of the Free Reformed churches.

Jesus appearing To James
After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles (1 cor. 15:7).
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This is the way that those who saw the risen Savior 
greeted those who had not yet seen Him (Luke 24:34). 
In Acts 1:3, we read that Jesus “shewed himself alive after 
his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God.” 

It is evident that Jesus showed Himself alive to His 
beloved disciples to prove that He was indeed risen. It is 
equally evident that He aimed to wean them from His 
physical presence so that they, and we, would live by faith 
and not by sight. “Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed” (John 20:29).

The other thing they needed to learn, even at Christ’s 
final appearance and when He was about to ascend into 
heaven, is that Christ’s kingdom is not of this world. They 
asked Him, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel?” (v. 6). They were so focused on ‘what 
meets the eye’ that they failed to hear what Jesus had just 
said and what He had taught them both before and after 
His resurrection, namely that “they would be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit” (v. 5). We also are in danger of 
missing this important teaching when we look more at 
how many people join our church and participate in our 
ministries at the expense of praying for, seeing, and appre-
ciating the power of the Holy Spirit in the conversion of 
sinners and their sanctification.

After His final promise to send the Holy Spirit to enable 
them to “be witnesses” unto Him (v. 8), He “was taken up” 
(v. 9). This time they were not sad as they were when He 
left them the first time to die on the cross. you know how 
utterly distraught and fearful they were, thinking it was all 
over. This time, we read in Luke 24:52, “they worshiped 

him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” Jesus had 
told them before His death, “If I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” Though it was clear 
that He spoke of His ascension, it is equally clear that His 
forthcoming death and resurrection were a very essential 
part of that preparation of a place for them in glory.

So, the third lesson they learned was that though 
Christ ascended and “a cloud received him out of their 
sight” (v. 9), He was not really gone. We too must remem-
ber that when we go back to work after a wonderful Lord’s 
Day in fellowship with Him and other believers. He still 
is with us, as the Heidelberg Catechism so beautifully 
expresses; “with respect to His Godhead, majesty, grace 
and spirit, He is at no time absent from us” (Q. 47).

A final lesson we learn is that they prayerfully pre-
pared for the coming of the Holy Spirit and for ministry. 
They did not run ahead of the Lord, nor did they sit back 
passively, saying, “Well, if the Holy Spirit will come He 
will.” No, we read, “These all continued with one accord 
in prayer and supplication” (v. 14), and they were still there 
on the day of Pentecost! They knew it would happen as 
the Lord Jesus had said. So it is today as we wait on Him 
while we wait for Him, knowing that He will answer our 
prayers, certainly those in which we express our desire to 
know and serve Him better. We wait not in unbelief but 
in faith with expectation. As the psalmist says, “I wait for 
the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. 
My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch 
for the morning.” (Ps. 130:5). It then is not a matter of if, 
but when it will happen.

Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed 
Congregation in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

ThE ELEvEn aposTLEs  
FrOM BEThany To ThE mOunt OF oLivEs

The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon (Luke 24:34).
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A regularly occurring question, especially from young 
people, is why we worship on the first day of the week, 
when the Old Testament church worshipped on the last 
day of the week.

Among the proofs for this change is the all-important 
fact of the resurrection of Christ having taken place on 
the first day of the week. Christ took the Sabbath day into 
the grave with Him and, on the morning of the resurrec-
tion, He arose and gave the church this new day for the 
observance and for her blessing. This is the position of our 
churches and of our confessions—particularly elaborated 
upon in the Westminster Confession.

Christ Himself made the first day of the week “the 
Lord’s Day” (Rev. 1:10). It was on this day that He showed 
more evidence of His Lordship than on any other day by 
rising victorious over death, hell, and the grave. He met 
with His disciples on that very day, twice, both in the 
morning and in the evening, and the successive Lord’s 
Day afterwards again in the evening.

The resurrecTion brings The  
church TogeTher
The New Testament makes clear that the church has 
regular times of assembling and of worship. Hebrews 
10:25 enjoins: “Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together….” The question “When did the church 
assemble?” has an answer in the example of 1 Corinthians 
16:1ff. Paul, writing to this church in Greece, says, “Now 
concerning the collection of the saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye [in other 
words, this isn’t something peculiar to Corinth]: Upon 
the first day of the week let everyone of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him….”

More especially, note another passage: Acts 20:16. 
Here Paul is in haste en route to Jerusalem, and his route 
includes the point of Troas. We read in Acts 20:6–7: “We 
sailed from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, 
and came unto them at Troas in five days; where we abode 
seven days. And upon the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them, ready to depart on the morrow.” Clearly, he stayed 

this day because it was the day the saints were assembling. 
When that day was over, though he had preached until 
midnight, he was gone.

Some have raised the difficulty that Paul seems to 
disparage favoring one day above others (Rom. 14:5; Gal. 
4:9–11; Col. 2:16–17). However, Paul is speaking of the 
ceremonial feasts, like the new moon, the day of atone-
ment, etc. Clearly, Paul cannot be contradicting himself 
by saying what he does regarding the Lord’s Day in the 
above-mentioned texts (1 Cor. 16:1; Heb. 10:25). More-
over, in line with the rest of the New Testament (Matt. 
5:17–20; James 2:8–12), Paul always maintained a high 
regard for the moral law of the ten commandments, which 
he called “holy, just, and good” (Rom. 7:12).

How significantly beautiful it is to see the church of 
Christ worshipping on the day He conquered sin and the 
grave. The resurrection is the birthday of the church in 
the sense that on it, Christ arose as the new Adam with 
His newly redeemed bride, worshipping together on a 
new day—His day.

The resurrecTion changes hoW We  
order our Life
In Exodus 20, the fourth commandment mentions the 
pattern of creation. In Deuteronomy 5, the fourth com-
mandment mentions the pattern of redemption, the 
exodus. The redemption from Egypt changed the way 
people viewed their Sabbath day. Likewise, the redemp-
tion from sin and death in the death and resurrection of 
Christ changes the way the believer lives his life. Christ’s 
redemption brings him rest, and he may rest with Christ 
in His finished work; then, from out of that rest and out 
of the worship of the triune God, he labors. The Christian 
does not labor for rest, but labors out of rest.

Believers should pray that God will return to our lands 
the keeping of His day, so that the gospel of Christ would 
be preached, believed, and observed. Do you do that in 
dependence on God’s grace and Holy Spirit?

Dr. Lawrence W. Bilkes is a retired pastor of the Free Reformed churches 
living in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Charles Hodge wrote that “the resurrection of Christ is not only 
asserted in the Scriptures, but it is also declared to be the fun-
damental truth of the gospel. ‘If Christ be not risen,’ says the 
Apostle, ‘then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain’ 
(1 Cor. 15:14). It may safely be asserted that the resurrection of 
Christ is at once the most important, and the best authenticated 
fact in the history of the world.”1 This “authenticated fact” and 
“fundamental truth of the gospel” is full of implications, full of 
comfort, full of certainty for the Christian.

Here are just fourteen of the many comforting certainties that 
we who are true believers by grace find in the resurrection of Christ:
1. Christ is alive forevermore. “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and 
behold, I am alive for evermore” (Rev. 1:18). “Wherefore he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, see-
ing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). “Why 
seek ye the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5).
2. Christ has been vindicated as our chief Prophet and Teacher. “Jesus 
said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands 
of men: and they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised 
again” (Matt. 17:22–23). “He is risen, even as he said” (Matt. 28:6).
3. Christ has been declared to be the Son of God. “The promise which 
was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us 
their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also 
written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee” (Acts 13:32–33; cf. Ps. 2:7; Rom. 1:4).
4. Christ has been exalted at the right hand of God. “The LORD said 
unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies 
thy footstool” (Ps. 110:1). “We see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour” (Heb. 2:9). “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name” (Phil. 2:9).
5. Christ’s sacrifice has been accepted by God. “This man, after he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 
hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made 
his footstool” (Heb. 10:12–13; cf. Ps. 110:1).
6. Christ has fully satisfied for all our sins with His precious blood. “How 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:14). “Now where 
remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin” (Heb. 10:17).
7. Christ has raised us up to a new life. “Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life…. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. 6:4, 11).

8. Christ has delivered us from all the power of the devil. “As the chil-
dren are partakers of f lesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15). 
“Now is come…the kingdom of our God, and the power of his 
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down…” (Rev. 12:10).
9. Christ has conquered death. “Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him” (Rom. 6:9). 
“I am he that liveth and was dead; and behold, I am alive for ever-
more, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1:18). 
“Our Saviour Jesus Christ…hath abolished death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10).
10. Christ has sanctified the grave. “Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; and their works do follow them” (Rev. 14:13).
11. Christ has secured our own resurrection to eternal life. “As in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in 
his own order: Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming…for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 15: 22–23, 52).
12. Christ shall judge the world in righteousness. “God…now com-
mandeth all men every where to repent: because he hath appointed 
a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:30–31).
13. Christ has purchased an everlasting kingdom for us. “Give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:10–11).
14. Christ will perfect the work of God in us. “Now the God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shep-
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Heb. 13:20–21).
Christ is risen indeed! Such are the certainties, the solid ground 
under our faith and hope, as those who rest in Christ’s atoning death 
for justification from the guilt of all sin, who rejoice in His glorious 
resurrection, who live by faith in Him, and who look for His appear-
ing the second time to perfect His work in us, to judge the world, 
and to bring us into the possession and enjoyment of eternal glory.

1. Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology (repr., Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986), 2:626.

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homiletics 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands 
Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.

110 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth APRIL 2012

fourTeen Resurrection cerTainTies
DR. JoEL R. BEEkE



The Lord Jesus spoke these words to His disciples shortly 
before He died and rose again (John 11:29). They contain a 
wonderful promise which has sustained believers ever since.

When by faith we are united to Christ, our Head, we as 
members of His body are made partakers of all His benefits, 
including those that flow from His resurrection. The first 
benefit is that our sins are forgiven. By raising His Son from 
the grave, the Father testified that He had accepted Christ’s 
sacrifice for our sins. Jesus emerged from the sepulcher as 
the Conqueror over sin, leaving our sins behind in the tomb. 
This has great implications for our status before God. We are 
no longer viewed as guilty in God’s sight. Rather, He views 
us as righteous, clothed with the righteousness of His Son.

When do we receive this wonderful blessing? At the 
moment we are enabled by the Spirit to put our trust 
in Christ—when we renounce our own righteousness 
as filthy rags and look to Christ as our only ground for 
acceptance with God. Although justification takes place at 
the very moment we embrace Christ by faith, the founda-
tion for justification was laid in His resurrection. Then 
all God’s people were justified objectively. Every time we 
believe, our faith is directed to that awesome fact in his-
tory: the open and empty tomb of Jesus.

The justifying faith in the risen Christ has a trans-
forming effect on our lives. The Apostle Paul says that 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we also should walk in newness of life (Rom. 
6:4). Our Lord’s resurrection becomes the model for our 
spiritual lives. There is a striking parallel between His 
resurrection and ours as to the source, manner, and pur-
pose of both. Christ was raised from death by the glorious 
power of the Father, and by that same power we are made 
alive from our death in trespasses and sins. 

The power whereby Christ was raised was irresistible. 
The stone, the seal, the guards were all futile. They could 
not prevent Christ from coming out of the grave. So it is 
with us when we are made alive in Christ. The Holy Spirit 
breaks through every obstacle that stands in the way.

Satan, the world, and our f lesh are determined to keep 
us in the grave of sin. But the grace of Almighty God 
enables us to resist Satan’s temptations, to say no to the 

world, and to deny the lusts of the f lesh. Although our 
victories over these enemies are incomplete as long we are 
in this life, so that we often suffer defeat at the enemy’s 
hand, the fact that a war is being waged with the adversar-
ies of our soul proves that we share in that resurrection life. 
We strive against sin and seek to honor God. That is the 
purpose of our new life in Christ—to live for God, glori-
fying Him in all that we do in thought, word, and deed.

Christ’s resurrection not only guarantees the resur-
rection of our souls or spirits; it is also the pledge of our 
physical resurrection. He has become the “first fruits of 
them that slept,” the apostle says (1 Cor. 15:20). First 
fruits means there are more to come. All believers in 
Christ, strong and weak, beginners in grace and more sea-
soned saints, shall be raised in due time. Our vile or lowly 
bodies, says Paul, shall be made like unto His glorious 
body (Phil. 3:21). There is hope for us beyond the grave! 
The cemetery is not our final resting place. At death we 
enter graves that have been consecrated by Christ who was 
also in a grave. He came out of it and so shall we!

Will this be true of you? Do you believe in the resur-
rection doctrinally but also experientially? Has the resur-
rection changed your life so that you serve a living Savior 
with whom you love to talk and walk day by day? If Christ 
is not a reality in your life, you do not belong to His 
people. you are still a stranger to His grace and power. 
Call upon the risen Lord to raise you from the spiritual 
death in which you were born. The Father has given Him 
all power in heaven and in earth.

Are you enslaved by sin and do your lusts have a stran-
glehold on you so that you see no way out? Are you afraid 
that you’ve wandered too far away from God to be brought 
back? Why give in to such negative thoughts? What are 
they based on? Surely, not on God’s Word. That Word says, 
“He [Christ] is able to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him…” (Heb. 7:25). He says also to you: “I 
am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:25–26).

Rev. Cornelius Pronk is an emeritus minister of the Free Reformed churches.
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corner for Teens | rev. mark keLderman & rev. maarTen kuivenhoven

What does Jesus’ resurrection have to do with young people? 
In John 11:25–26, Jesus says, “I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die. Believest thou this?” His resurrection ought to 
have everything to do with our lives, because without His 
life we are not spiritually alive.

The first thing to notice about these words of life is 
Jesus Himself. He says, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 
When you are out enjoying snowboarding or hunting or 
fishing, you might think, “This is the life!” These things are 
legitimate things to enjoy, but in and of themselves they do 
not touch the life that Jesus offers in His Person. He says, 
“I am the life.” This is one of Jesus’ “I am” statements in 
the Gospel of John, and when Jesus speaks this way He is 
literally saying, “The LORD, the eternal One is the resur-
rection and the life.” Only when we rest in Him by faith can 
we say, “He is the life!” Don’t rest in activities or friends as 
your life, no matter how good they are. True life is found 
alone in Christ.

What happens when you believe in Jesus as the resurrec-
tion and the life? Listen to Jesus’ words: “He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” These are 
remarkable words from the eternal Lord of life. These are 
words of transforming power. “Though he were dead”—
does that not describe all of us by nature? We are as dead 
spiritually as Lazarus was physically in the context in which 
Jesus spoke these words. The sinner who believes in Jesus, 
though he were dead, yet will live. Jesus as the resurrection 
and the life gives the power of new life to dead sinners. 
There is a radical reversal that comes about in our lives. Do 
you know that reversal in your own soul? Paul refers to it 
in Ephesians 2:5: “Even when we were dead in sins, [God] 
hath quickened us together with Christ.”

There is power in the person of Jesus and in the life 
He gives as a result of His resurrection, but there is also 
an enduring promise of life. Without it, there would be no 
hope. His resurrection gives not just life, but everlasting life, 
“And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” 
This does not mean that you will not die physically. If the 
Lord waits to come again, you will have to die because that 
is what sin requires (Rom. 6:23). But those who live and 
believe in Jesus will never die in a spiritual sense. The life 
that Christ has secured in His resurrection serves to grant us 
eternal life. That gives the child of God hope in the midst 
of a culture of death, and such a promise often softens our 
physical death. Death may not be on the horizon of your 
mind, but it is certain. No doubt you have faced the death of 
a loved friend or family member. What hope do you have as 
you face your own death? Is it this prospect of eternal life?

Jesus then asks a probing question, “Believest thou this?” 
He does not assume that Martha believes this, though He 
knows her heart perfectly well. That question comes to you 
as well. Do you believe that Jesus is risen from the dead? 
Do you believe that He is the resurrection and the life? 
The resurrection is not just a fact in history; He is a person. 
He is Christ. He stands before you today and says, “I am 
the resurrection and the life for dead sinners like you, to 
make you alive again. Do you believe this?” Many believe 
the historical fact, yes, even the devils (James 2:19). True 
saving faith is a gift of God (Eph. 2:8–10). Ask for it (Luke 
11:9, 10, 13). By God’s grace, when you believe in Him, that 
makes all the difference for eternity.

Rev. Mark Kelderman is pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed  
Congregation of Burgessville, Ontario. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a  
pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand  
Rapids, Michigan, and a Th.M. theological student at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either  
of them: makelderman@execulink.com; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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On Good Friday, Jesus physically died on the cross. His 
body was lovingly prepared for burial and laid in a tomb. 
The Jewish leaders were relieved that Jesus of Nazareth was 
dead. He had challenged their religion of rules and regula-
tions, and they hated the fact that many people believed 
Jesus instead of them. When Jesus died, they took extra 
precautions to make sure nothing happened to His body, for 
they were concerned about something they had heard: Judas 
was with the disciples when Jesus told them “how that he 
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day” (Matthew 16:21). Though the rulers of 
the Jews did not believe this for a moment, still they worried 
that Jesus’ disciples would steal His body and then say He 
had risen from the dead. So they posted guards and sealed 
the entrance to the tomb.

Nothing, however, stops God from fulfilling His plan. 
He sent angels to roll away the stone from the tomb and Jesus 
arose from the dead. The guards were powerless against the 
angels. When they ran to tell their superiors what had hap-
pened, they were given money to keep it a secret and simply 
say that Jesus’ disciples came to steal the body during the 
night. “His blood be on us, and on our children!” the Jews 
had shouted (Matthew 27:25). Not only in demanding His 
death, but in telling this lie, the Jewish leaders called upon 
themselves the wrath of God in deceiving generations of 
Jews. Instead of embracing the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus and proclaiming to their people that Jesus is the Mes-
siah, they hid the truth from the people of God. 

Children, do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead? 
I believe you do. But you may wonder, what does the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus Christ mean for us today? It hap-
pened so long ago! Remember this, dear children: Jesus still 
lives today! It is true, He is not on this earth in bodily form, 
but Jesus lives in heaven. God is a spirit and is everywhere-
present. He lives! We are never alone; God sees us and 
knows everything about us. He knows your deepest fears, 
your hidden sins, and your greatest longings. Does this 
bring you joy and comfort, or does it frighten you? Confess 
your sins to Him and ask Him to cleanse you and make you 
acceptable in His holy sight. Tell Him what lies in your 
heart—your fears, your joys, your sorrows, your questions. 
He lives, and He will hear you and answer you.

For the enemies of Jesus Christ, the resurrection was 
a day of frustration. Denying it only adds to their con-

demnation. For all unbelievers, ignoring the Savior is a 
terrible sin and a deadly mistake. They will have to face 
Him when they die; the living God will judge them. Then 
they will no longer be able to deny the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but it will be too late to ask for salva-
tion. For God’s children, however, the resurrection of Jesus 
is a day of victory. It is a day that encourages them to hope 
for the future. Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you” 
(John 14:2b). One day, the struggles of this life will end. 
All God’s people will live with the risen Savior forever in 
heaven. Their battle against sin, self, and the world will be 
over. The sacrifice of the Lamb of God on the cross was 
the payment for their sin.

Had Jesus remained in the grave, however, it would 
have all been in vain. Jesus needed to rise again to win 
the victory over death as well as sin. Paul wrote about the 
importance of the resurrection: “If Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1 Corinthians 
15:17). Our living God would not be almighty, and our sal-
vation would be lost. But Jesus did rise from the dead, and 
He has won the victory. He lives! He prays for His people 
and is preparing a place for them in heaven, so that they 
can live with Him forever. Jesus told His disciples, “And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also” (John 14:3).

What does the resurrection of Jesus Christ mean to you? 
If you don’t know, then fall on your knees before the liv-
ing God and ask Him for the salvation that has been made 
possible through the death and resurrection of the Lamb 
of God (Luke 11:1–13). He is very merciful, especially to 
children. “But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to 
everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness 
unto children’s children” (Psalm 103:17). Does the resur-
rection of Jesus give you joy? Does it encourage you in your 
daily battle against sin? Keep your eyes on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and ask Him for daily grace to walk on the narrow 
path to heaven. Ask the Holy Spirit to prepare you to live 
with Jesus forever. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die. Believest thou this?” ( John 11:25–26).

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.

For Our Children  • Diana Kleyn

He Lives!
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There was a man who bitterly opposed his wife’s religion. He knew better, for he had been 
raised in a godly home, but the older he became the more he hated God. His wife often prayed 
for his salvation and shed many tears on his behalf. One Sunday morning, she went to church 
as usual. After she left, the husband took his axe and went to the forest to cut down some 
trees for firewood. As he looked around, he noticed a large dead tree, its leaf less branches 
extended into the air. He said to himself, “That tree is dead and dry, fit only to be burned. It 
is summer time, and I can’t see a green leaf on it.”

At that moment, the thought rushed into his mind, “Am I not just like that dead tree, fit 
only to be burned?” He remembered the parable of the barren fig tree (Luke 13:6–9). Trying 
to ignore his frightening thoughts, he went to the tree and struck a few blows with his axe, but 
the thought stuck fast in his heart, “I am a dead tree! God can say of me, Cut him down; he is 
fit only to be burned!”

Again he tried to drive away the unwelcome thought, but it was like a barbed arrow fixed in 
his heart. He chopped harder and faster, but every blow on the dead tree seemed to strengthen 
the comparison to his own spiritual deadness. At last he could stand it no longer. He shouldered 
his axe, returned to his home, fell on his knees before God, and cried for mercy. With a peni-
tent and broken heart, he begged forgiveness through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ. Soon 
he found peace and pardon, for God has promised, “To this man will I look, even to him that 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2b). After this, he was a 
changed man. With joy and gratitude, he and his wife worshiped God together at home and at 
church. They praised God for His mercy in granting salvation to them. “Good and upright is 
the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way” (Psalm 25:8).

Adapted from Instructive Anecdotes Illustrative of the Old and New Testaments by John Whitecross. Glasgow: Thomas D. Morison 
n.d., p. 352.

On a sunny day, a little girl walked with her mother in New york to do some errands. As they made their way down one of 
the streets near the harbor, they met a sailor, whose ship was unloading its cargo. The sailor noticed the neatly dressed mother 
and daughter, who were chattering cheerfully together. It could be that the scene reminded him of his own mother and sister, 
or perhaps the sailor suddenly saw himself as a contrast to the happy little girl, but for one reason or another, he said some 
very mean things to the little girl. What happened next startled him. The little girl stopped in front of the sailor and looked 
up into his scowling face. Looking him straight in the eye, she said, “Remember, sir, before long ‘we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ’” (2 Cor. 5:10a).

Her words pierced him to his heart. He was alarmed and ashamed. His intention had been to drink and party the night 
away, but the little girl’s words ruined that plan. Instead, he returned to the ship and spent a sleepless night alone in his cabin. 
Try as he might, he could not shake the girl’s solemn look and her serious words, “Remember, sir, before long ‘we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ.’ ” The more he thought about it, the more terrified he became. His conscience 
gave him no rest that night or in the days that followed. The devil refused to let his prey go easily, however. Sometimes, 
the sailor felt so angry at his little reprover and such intense hatred arose in his heart that he thought about finding her and 
hurting her! The struggle was fierce, but after several days, the sailor’s hard heart was melted by the grace of God. He turned 
in repentance to God and cried out for mercy. The Holy Spirit enabled him to believe in Jesus Christ and to give his heart 
wholly to the Savior. The terror of death and judgment left him, and he found peace and rest for his troubled soul. He became 
a humble Christian, and all those who knew him marveled at the change the Spirit of God had worked in this sailor’s heart.

Though he never met the little girl again, he knew he would see her again one day. He could not help thinking how 
happy she would be to meet him in heaven—not as the wicked sinner she had met on the street, but as a redeemed sinner 
who would join her in singing “the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvel-
ous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name?” (Revelation 15:3, 4a).

Adapted from The Youth’s Friend, Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union, 1836, pp. 12–13.

The Little Girl and the Sailor

A Dead TreeStories For Children
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Using your King James Bible, look up 
the Scripture passages and place 
the missing word in the spaces 
going across only. When you are  
finished, #26 will spell out Job’s 
beautiful statement of faith.

 1. “And when they found not     body” (Luke 24:23).
 2. “They have     away my LORD” ( John 20:13).
 3. “Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the    ”  

(Luke 24:1). 
 4. “Then cometh Simon Peter     him” ( John 20:6).
 5. “    that he which raised up the Lord Jesus” (2 Corinthians 4:14).
 6. “But     I am risen again” (Matthew 26:32). 
 7. “    seek ye the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5).
 8. “After three days I will rise    ” (Matthew 27:63).
 9. “O grave, where is thy     ?” (1 Corinthians 15:55).
10. “And when they were     with the elders” (Matthew 28:12).
11. “But Thomas, one of the twelve, called     ” ( John 20:24).
12. “yet a little while, and the     seeth me no more” ( John 14:19).
13. “Come,     the place where the Lord lay” (Matthew 28:6).
14. “Jesus himself stood in the     of them” (Luke 24:36). 
15. “I will come again, and     you unto myself ” ( John 14:3).
16. “He came     , and took the body of Jesus” ( John 19:38).
17. “    therefore that the sepulchre be made sure” (Matthew 27:64).
18. “And he rolled a     stone to the door of the sepulchre”  

(Matthew 27:60).
19. “Blessed     they that have not seen, and yet have believed”  

( John 20:29).
20. “And their words seemed to them as idle    ” (Luke 24:11). 
21. “We     that Jesus died and rose again” (1 Thessalonians 4:14).
22. “The Son of man must be     into the hands of sinful men”  

(Luke 24:7).
23. “As though God did     you by us” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
24. “Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to      

into his glory?” (Luke 24:26).
25. “    shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?”  

(Mark 16:3).
26. “                                                                  

                                                 .”

Please send your puzzle answers to:
Banner Puzzles and Questions  

Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn 
540 Crescent St.  NE, Grand Rapids,  MI 49503 

e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net
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 2. angels’
 3. seed
 4. desert
 5. true
 6. eat
 7. taste
 8. except

9. their
10. rained
11. down
12. nothing
13. ground
14. dew
15. wilderness
16. shall

17. Lord’s
18. sixth
19. honey
20. years
21. soul
22. living
23. gather
24. remembrance

25. Egypt
26. them
27. more
28. eyes
29. sun
30. no
31. oneTh
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! Emily Beeke

Marianna Beeke
Leah Boerkoel
Phillip Boerkoel
Silvia Boerkoel
Andrew Boesterd (2)
Justin Boesterd (2)
Matthew Boesterd (2)
Becky Boot

 Shelly Boot
 David Byl
 Julia Byl
 Mark Byl
 Randy Cano
 Sophie Dedert
 Jenna deWaal
 Calum Stewart 

Morrison

Kelly Overbeeke
Noah Overbeeke
Jonathan Scherer
Irene Stam
Kaitlyn Stubbe (2)
Sara Stubbe (2)
Meghan VanDalen
Melanie VanDalen
Grace Vroegindewey
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The Christ of the Empty Tomb
James Montgomery Boice
you have to hunt for the message of Easter. After all, 
this is not the joyous welcoming of a baby with the 
giving of gifts; this is the brutal death of a young man, 
stripped of any gifts and dignity. yet, Jews had prayed 
for Him, hoped for Him, looked for Him and lived 
for Him for generations. But now the One who said 
He was Messiah was dead, killed by the very ones who 

had for so long anticipated His coming. How could this have happened? 
His disciples had spent three years following Him, and here they were in 
despair—but then they found the empty tomb. James Boice, one of the 
church’s master communicators, explains the drama, purpose, and events 
surrounding Easter so that it can become an occasion of spiritual joy.

(P&R, PB, 208 pgs) $12.00| $5.00

Spurgeon’s Sermons on the  
Death and Resurrection of Jesus
Charles H. Spurgeon
With rich exposition saturated with Scripture, 
Charles Spurgeon masterfully captures Christ’s suf-
fering and His everlasting victory. Gleaming with 
vivid imagery and practical application, this collection 
of 48 sermons offers you treasures of wisdom from 
the last days that Jesus walked on this earth.

(Hendrickson, HB, 597) $25.00 | $12.50

Presbyterian and Reformed Churches:  
A Global History
James E. McGoldrick
In 1905, Westminster Press published History of 
the Presbyterian Churches of the World by church 
historian Richard Clark Reed (1851–1925). Reed’s 
book, intended as a textbook for college and semi-
nary students, covered the history of churches that 
subscribed to Presbyterian polity from the New 
Testament era to the beginning of the twentieth 
century. Based on Reed’s original work as well 

as an unpublished manuscript by Presbyterian historian Thomas Hugh 
Spence Jr. (1899–1986), Presbyterian and Reformed Churches: A Global 
History picks up the story of Presbyterian and Reformed churches where 
the earlier works left off. In this volume, James McGoldrick revises and 
updates Reed’s and Spence’s original, historically relevant works, con-
tinuing the survey to the twenty-first century.

Each chapter traces the history of Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches in individual nations and regions around the globe. The author 
covers the major events, leaders, and institutions influencing Presby-
terian and Reformed church history in a readable style that is ideally 
suited for classroom study as well as for independent reading. A list of 
suggested additional readings concludes each chapter.

“This comprehensive resource on international Calvinism offers a 
panoramic view of the catholicity of the Reformed and Presbyterian 
tradition and a reminder of the global dimensions of our ‘like precious 
faith.’ A remarkable achievement.”

— John Muether, Professor of Church History and Library Director,  
Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando

(576 pages, HB) $40.00 | $30.00

A Happy Old Age
Ashton Oxenden
Finally back in print—a practical, sound, 
Reformed handbook for seniors. In twelve short 
chapters, this book provides simple, heartfelt, 
spiritual advice on important issues and topics, 
such as the duties, temptations, trials, and joys 
of senior years. The author’s aim is to lead his 
readers to true happiness in the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Why should you grieve that your earthly house is tottering and giv-
ing way when you have such a house as heaven in store for you? Oh, 
be of good courage. A few more days in this weary world and then a 
home of joy forever!” — Ashton Oxenden

(80 pages, PB) $8.00 | $6.00

The Life of Rowland Hill
Tim Shenton
Rowland Hill (1744–1833) was one of the most 
intriguing and astonishing characters of early 
evangelicalism. An independent preacher, he 
was admired by those who knew him but ridi-
culed and criticized by his opponents, especially 
at Cambridge. He had connections with the 
General Evangelical Society, and helped spread 
the gospel across Britain. Touted as “the second 
Whitefield,” Hill’s preaching spread evangelical 

convictions in an age when rationalism, deism, and enlightenment 
philosophies were sweeping the nation. 

Written in a lively and engaging style, The Life of Rowland Hill 
transports the reader back to a dramatic age of conflict and upheaval. 
Published in a time when interest in the origins and spread of evan-
gelicalism has gained impetus, this biography will reinstate Hill as a 
central and compelling figure in the progress of evangelicalism in the 
age of reason.

“This is a large and great book on a larger-than-life and great preacher 
of two centuries ago. Tim Shenton shows that Rowland Hill was a 
kind of Luther figure in his own day—spiritual yet earthy, practical 
yet eccentric, energetic yet controversial, colorful yet black and white 
in so many of his convictions, profoundly loved and admired yet 
despised and hated, and kind yet frequently sharp with his tongue. 
Shenton’s biography of Rowland Hill will go a long way toward mak-
ing this great man of God much better known in our generation.”

— Joel R. Beeke, 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

(700 pages, PB) $25.00 | $19.00

neW rhb books »

books on chrisT’s resurrecTion »
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These titles are recently published or reprinted.  
The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price. 

PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.
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After God’s Own Heart
Mark J. Boda
This volume paints a portrait of the life of David, 
showing not only how the Old Testament king relates 
to the anointing, covenant, the temple, and sin, but 
ultimately how he pictures the Messiah to come—
thus serving as a theological witness to God and His 
plan of redemption for our world.

(P&R, PB, 185 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

The Mighty Weakness of John Knox
Douglas Bond
John Knox, the Scottish Reformer, is often remem-
bered as strong and brash, thundering in righteous 
might. This volume shows that he was “low in stat-
ure, and of a weakly constitution,” but God strength-
ened him for great works—a message of hope for 
those who see themselves as too weak, small, timid, 
or ordinary to be of any use to God.

(Reformation Trust, HB, 151 pgs) $15.00 | $10.00

Salvation through Judgment and Mercy
Bryan D. Estelle
The story of Jonah is simple enough for a child to 
grasp. yet, as the author notes, the book is subtle and 
complex, full of literary artistry and multiple layers of 
meaning—compelling the reader to a repeated, slow, 
and thoughtful reading of the prophet whose story 
is a part of the unified history of redemption in the 
greater-than-Jonah, Christ Jesus. 

(P&R, PB, 157 pgs) $13.00 | $9.75

The Grace of Repentance — Sinclair Ferguson
Luther and the Reformers saw repentance as encom-
passing the entire life of believers. Do we? In this 
concise work, Sinclair Ferguson studies the biblical 
and historical moorings of radical, lifelong repen-
tance and shows how to recover repentance to its 
rightful prominence in the lives of individuals and 
the church. (Crossway, PB, 64 pgs) $7.00 | $5.50

The Select Practical Writings of John Knox
John Knox
The choicest practical writings of John Knox from 
his massive (but hard-to-access) collected writings 
are gathered in this volume, unaltered and unabridged 
except for changes to antiquated spelling and gram-
mar in the original. Selections include “Fort for the 
Afflicted” (on Psalm 6), his sermon on Christ’s temp-
tation, letters, and much more.  

(Banner of Truth, HB, 336 pgs) $26.00 | $19.50

Waiting for the Land — Arie C. Leder
How should Israel’s waiting for the land shape our 
understanding of the Pentateuch—and our hope? 
This work addresses these questions by showing that 
the first five books of the Bible comprise a coherent 
and progressive story, one in which the promise of the 
land is not yet realized—a theme relevant for the con-
temporary church, which waits for its promised land.

(P&R, PB, 238 pgs) $18.00 | $13.50

Set-Apart Femininity
Leslie Ludy
Ludy issues a radical call for women to have every 
aspect of their femininity—from relationships to 
direction in life—shaped by an intimate relationship 
with Christ, a message that is counter to the shallow, 
self-focused, pleasure-and-applause-seeking models 
of womanhood pushed today.

(Harvest House, PB, 227 pgs) $13.99 | $10.00

Bringing the Gospel Home:  
Witnessing to Family Members, Close  
Friends and Others Who Know You Well
Randy Newman
The gospel is off limits for a lot of families and friends. 
This book is full of wisdom on how to accomplish 
the difficult task of witnessing to our own relatives. 
Randy Newman shows us how to witness boldly and 
winsomely to our non-believing family members.

(Crossway, PB, 220 pages) $14.99/11.00

oTher neW books

Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889 / Fax: 616-285-3246
www.heritagebooks.org; e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org
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All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. Canadian Cus-
tomers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your check or pay by VISA 
or MasterCard.

Mich. residents add 6% sales tax. 
Postage (US 12%, min. $3.99; 

Canada: 20%, min. $7.50; 
Overseas: 28%, min. $10.00)

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A (behind Galaxy Car Wash)
Brantford, Ontario CANADA N3R 8A3,

Phone: 519.304.4709; Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca
www.reformedbookservices.ca

In Canada these books are available at comparable prices from:

«
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HRC YoutH Camp 2012
Wisdom: The FounTain oF LiFe

What daily choices do you make? Did you know that 
those choices reveal whether you follow Wisdom or 
Folly? There are two ways to live: pursue wisdom or 
pursue folly. The Holy Spirit through Solomon implores 
us to seek the Lord Jesus Christ, who is true Wisdom. 
He is both our source of wisdom for our relationship 
with Him, and our pattern of wisdom for making wise 
choices. If we follow Him as Wisdom, we will find real 
purpose and joy in life. When we follow Christ He 
promises spiritual and eternal life, lifetime guidance and 
happiness in contrast to the fading and temporary plea-

sures of folly. Join with us as we explore the wisdom Solomon has written 
about in Proverbs and how it applies to all spheres of our life.

Topics: Wisdom’s Source Wisdom’s Friends
 Wisdom’s Words Wisdom’s Calling
 Wisdom’s Rewards panel Discussion
youth camp 2012 will be held D.V. Tuesday, July 10 through Friday, 

July 13 at Camp Michawana, Hastings, MI. All young people (grade 10– 
age 25) are encouraged to attend. Speakers will include: Dr. Beeke, Pastor 
Fintelman, Pastor Molenaar, Dr. Murray, Pastor Serafini, and Pastor Vander-
Zwaag. The format is similar to past years with topics, workshops, activi-
ties, and fellowship. Details, photos, and registration forms can be accessed 
at www.hnrc.org/ministries/youth-conference. Brochures and registration 
forms will be available in the churches and online April 2012.

The fee for the camp is $180.00 (US funds only). This includes all 
meals and lodging. Full-time campers may deduct $25 if registrations are 
postmarked by June 1, in which case the camp fee is $155.00. (Please submit 
your application early; late registrations require LOTS of last minute work for 
us to provide for your lodging and food!)

If you have any questions, contact Gary and Cindy Kwekel (616) 281-
2065; gckwekel@peoplepc.com, or Tim and Brenda Pols (616) 536-2171; 
polst76@gmail.com.

HeRitage SpRing RetReat
Mark your calendar. The 4th annual Heritage Spring Retreat will be held 
Monday, May 21, through Thursday, May 24, 2012, the Lord willing. 
This retreat is for young adults ages 18–30. The location will again be the 
Circle-Square Ranch near Brantford, Ontario. Updates have been made 
at heritageretreat.ca, check them out. This year’s theme will be “Wisdom: 
Our Road Map For Christ-centered Living.” After in introduction of 
Wisdom Through the Lights, various topics will include Wisdom in Learn-
ing, Wisdom in Love, Wisdom in Leading, Wisdom in Liberty, Wisdom in 
Language, and then closing out these messages will be Wisdom as Lights. 
Speakers will include Pastors Bilkes, Kranendonk, and Neels, and also 
Mr. D. VanBrugge. There will be several workshops which focus upon 
three areas: personal Bible study, mentoring, and fear/worry. We look 
forward to seeing you in May at the retreat for, what we trust and pray, 
will be a spiritually profitable time.

— Heritage Spring Retreat Organizing Committee

miniSteRial Call
Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag declined a call from the Hull, Iowa HRC to 
serve the congregation of Plymouth, Wisconsin.

teaCHeRS neeDeD
Plymouth Christian Elementary and High School are accepting teaching applica-
tions for the 2012–2013 school year for possible openings in the elementary and 
high school. Interested K–6 applicants should send or email their resumés and/or 
questions to Mr. David Engelsma (engelsma@plymouthchristian.us). Interested 
7–12 applicants should send or email their resumés and/or questions to Mr. James 
Bazen (jbazen@plymouthchristian.us). Teachers-in-training should also contact an 
administrator to let them know their area of specialty and planned graduation date.

obituaRieS
FEYTER, Stiena, aged 58, passed away February 10, 2012, in Fort Macleod, AB.  
She was preceded in death by her stillborn baby boy Feyter, her mother-in-law Nellie 
Feyter, brother Richard Van Hierden, father Hendrick Van Hierden, three nephews, 
and one niece. Surviving are her husband, Francois Feyter; her mother, Jenny Van 
Hierden; Children—Erica (Marvin) Vandenhoek, Brent (Janey) Feyter, Loren (Billie) 
Feyter, George (Tracey) Feyter, along with their 13 grandchildren; Siblings—Gerrit 
(Janet) Van Hierden, Ria (Ray) Vanee, Nancy (Walter) Vanden Broek, Henry (Shan-
non) Van Hierden, Conrad (Rhonda) Van Hierden, Harvey (Bernita) Van Hierden, 
(Tracey) Van Hierden, and Jenny (Jake) Boot; uncles, aunts, nieces, and nephews. (Rev. 
E. Moerdyk, Revelation 21:1–8; Rev. S. Dibbet, 1 Cor. 15:55–57, 1 Thess. 4:13–18).

VANDERWEERD, Lubbert “Bert,” age 54, of Norwich, Ontario, passed away on 
Feb. 13, 2012. Beloved husband of Corina, loving father of Davina (Matt), Paul 
(Carola), Marco, Evelyn, Lenard, Burt, and Anton, and loving son of Peter and Paulina 
Vanderweerd and brother of nine siblings. (Rev. Kelderman, Isa. 12).

News  &  Announcements

Vessels  for  the  
Master’s Use

A Morning Session: 
The Strength of the Vessel

Speaker: Rev. Johnny Serafini

A Afternoon Session: 
The Beauty and Fragrance of the Vessel

Speaker: Rev. Johnny Serafini

Please join us for a day of instruction and fellowship.
A The conference will take place:
  on Tuesday, April 24, 2012, D.V.
  at the Maranatha Christian Reformed Church 
  Woodstock, Ontario, Canada

Registration deadline is April 10. To register or for more 
information please contact Beth Dendekker  

 (519-536-9826 or beth.dendekker@gmail.com).

Heritage Reformed Congregations
2012 Women’s ConfeRenCe

A

a

A
a

A

a

A

a

what to bring
All campers should bring a Bible, sleeping bag, 
pillow, � ashlight, and bug repellent. You may wish 
to have an umbrella, camera or additional read-
ing material as well. A book table will also be set 
up, and campers may wish to bring money (U.S. 
Funds) to purchase books, or for special activities.

Camp Michawana o� ers a wide variety of 
activities. At the lake, you may swim, � sh, canoe, 
or kayak. The athletic � eld is perfect for soccer, 
football, or ultimate Frisbee. Volleyball courts are 
also available. Inside, ping-pong tables will be set 
up. Bring along whatever you might wish to use 
for these activities.

questions? comments?
Please feel free to give us a call! 
Your camp directors this year are:

Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Cindy Kwekel
616-281-2065
gckwekel@peoplepc.com

Mr. and Mrs. Tim & Brenda Pols
616-536-2171
polst76@gmail.com

registration
You can register in two ways:
1. Print the registration form and send it, along 
with a check in US dollars to HRC Youth Confer-
ence. Mail to:

Tim and Brenda Pols
451 Green Meadow Ct. SE
Caledonia, MI 49316

2. Use our online registration form. You can pay 
with your credit/debit card (Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, and Discover) all without hav-
ing a PayPal account. 

Camp Michawana
5800 Head Lake Rd., Hastings, MI 49058

Need accommodations before or after camp? 
Call Mrs. Joan Vroegindewey at 616-956-1960.

workshops
O� ered twice on Wednesday and Thursday

Mission Work Q & A
Pastor Cees Molenaar

Uses and Misuses of our Talents
Dr. David Murray

Meditating
Pastor Johnny Sera� ni

Understanding Girls 101 (for Guys)
???

Understanding Guys 101 (for Girls)
Dr. Joel Beeke

conference rules
The conference rules are outlined on the back of 
the application form, and you are asked to obey 
these guidelines out of love. They are intended 
to provide Christian direction to your behavior 
and its motives. If followed, they will enrich the 
camp environment and allow for the greatest 
possible growth among us. Thank you for your 
cooperation.
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F o r  C o n f e r e n c e  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  R e g i s t r a t i o n :  
w w w . b a n n e r o f t r u t h . o r g / r e g 2 0 1 2  o r  1 - 8 0 0 - 2 6 3 - 8 0 8 5 .

S inclair B.  Ferguson 
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Typical Tomb  
(sepulcher) used as a  

family burial chamber.
For reoccurring use, a large, rolling 
stone was placed against the opening. 
The stones were generally too large to 
be moved by just a few men, so levers 

were used to move them. Some have estimated that the stone that 
sealed Jesus’ tomb weighed 1-1/2 to 2 tons, which is the weight of 
a midsize car. Note the track for the movement of the stone, which 
was inclined for increased difficulty in its removal. “For the angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from door, and sat upon it” (Matt. 28:2b).

inside The Tomb, The Temporary locaTion  
where The body of The deceased  

would be placed for decay.
“And he [Joseph of Arimathaea] took it down [the body of Jesus], 
and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulcher that was hewn in 
stone, wherein never man before was laid”(Luke 23:53). Spices were 

needed to mask the odor of the decaying 
body in this above-ground burial cham-
ber. “[The women] came unto the sepul-
cher, bringing the spices which they had 
prepared.. .” (Luke 24:1b).

ossuary boxes,  
Typically used  
in Jesus’ Time.

After the decay of the body, relatives 
would re-enter the tomb and place 
the bones of the deceased in stone 
boxes. Note the numerous Ossuary 
boxes inside this family tomb.

The roman seal was affixed To The  
sTone ThaT secured The Tomb.

The type of seal used at the time of Jesus may have been made up of 
two pieces of rawhide, with clay packs where the rawhide would touch 
the outer rim of the door of the tomb. In the center there was a large 
impact of clay where the Roman official would take the Roman insig-
nia, often a ring, and embed an impression of the ring in each piece 
of the clay. The seal stood for the power and authority of the Roman 
Empire. Breaking the seal meant automatic execution by crucifixion 
(upside down). “So they [the Romans] went, and made the sepulchre 
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch” (Matt. 27:66).

recognized by some as  
mT. calvary, “The place  

of The skull.” 
Note the skull image in the rock for-
mation.

Christian  World  View
John goudzwaard

CuRRent national neWS
miCHigan aboRtion Data 
SHoWS SligHt inCReaSe

According to the Michigan Department of Community Health, a total 
of 23,307 induced abortions were reported in Michigan in 2010, which 
was a 4.25% increase from the total of 22,357 reported in 2009, but a 
52.5% decrease since 1987 (the year with the largest number of induced 
abortions). Prolife organizations will continue to reach out to women 
in need so they know abortion is not their only option. There are far 
too many women who enter an abortion clinic thinking abortion is the 
only choice for them—which is equivalent to having no choice at all. 
(Right to Life of MI)

tHe CultuRe WaR ContinueS…
(CommentaRY bY gaRY baueR)

Radical secularists have 
not stopped their assault 
against our values. A 
Rhode Island high 
school was ordered to 
remove a prayer that 
has hung in the school 
since 1963. Accord-
ing to a federal judge, 
the prayer “violated the 
principle of government 
neutrality in religion.”

Sadly, too many judges today are deeply confused about the meaning 
of the First Amendment. It guarantees the freedom of religion, so that 
all may flourish free from government interference, not a freedom from 
religion. But the First Amendment has been so twisted now that left-
wing judges routinely use it to force our schools to be “faith free” zones. 

inteRnational neWS 2012
SYRian upRiSing— 

FReeDom FoR CHRiStianS?
Inside Syria, Presbyterian pastor Serop Megerditchian is begging for 
our prayers. He writes: 

URGENT PLEA from SyRIAN CHRISTIANS
To God’s people everywhere: 

The armed Islamist Opposition in Syria has murdered more 
than 200 Christians in the city of Homs, including entire families 
with young children. These Islamic gangs also kidnapped Christians 
demanding high ransoms. In two cases, after the ransoms were paid, 
the men’s bodies were found.

Christians are being forced to flee the city to the safety of gov-
ernment controlled areas. Muslim rebel fighters and their families 
are taking over their homes. We need your prayers and we need 
them urgently.

Please pass on this urgent plea to other churches and believers for 
their prayers.

>>

>>

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will 
be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received. Other 
announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee  
on an individual basis as received.



The Lord is Risen Indeed!

The Benefits of Christ’s Resurrection

“Because I Live, Ye Shall Live Also”

In thIs Issue

Christians, dismiss your fear; 
Let hope and joy succeed; 
The great good news with gladness hear, 
The Lord is risen indeed.

The shades of  death withdrawn, 
His eyes their beams display; 
So wakes the sun, when rosy dawn 
Unbars the gates of  day.

The promise is fulfilled; 
Salvation’s work is done: 
Justice with mercy’s reconciled, 
And God has raised His Son.

He quits the dark abode, 
From all corruption free; 
The holy, harmless Child of  God 
Could no corruption see.

Angels, with saints above, 
The rising Victor sing; 
And all the blissful seats of  love 
With loud hosannas ring.

Ye pilgrims, too, below, 
Your hearts and voices raise; 
Let every breast with gladness glow, 
And every mouth sing praise.

My soul, thy Savior laud, 
Who all thy sorrows bore; 
Who died for sin, but lives to God, 
And lives to die no more.

His death procured thy peace, 
His resurrection’s thine; 
Believe; receive the full release; 
’Tis signed with blood divine.
   — JoSepH HArT
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